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TO 

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 

GEORGE AUGUSTUS FREDERICK, 

PRINCE REGENT 

OP THE 

Xjniti:d kingdom 

OF 

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND, 



SJH, 

The very distinguished patronage 
which Your Royax Highness has been pleased to 
bestow on the Fine Arts in this happy country ; Your 
princely munificence to that meritorious Institution, 
The Literary Fund ; but more especially Your late 
marked encouragement of the Drama, by conde- 
scending, in a conspicuous manner, to grace the 
erection of the new Theatre Royal in Co vent Gardoi, 
and by allowing Your Bust to form the subjpct of the 
Coi'porate Seal of the Subscribers to that in Drury 
Lane; will, it is hoped, plead my apology for having 
presumed, without Your knowledge, to dedicate to 
Your Royal Highness a publication Avhich, I trust, 
will be found a useful accession to the dramatic^ 
idepartnient of literature. 

Were I to deviate from tbe immediate subject of 
this Work, to contemplate the general tenour of 
youR IloYAL HiGHNESs's administration of the Go? 
vfsmment of this United Kingdom, sipce your accept- 
ance of the high office of Regent, in consequeuce of 
the unhappy illness of Your Royal Father, our mo$t 
'J)^loved and revered Sovereign, a wide i^ld^ indeed^ 
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would Open to my view, and one in which I should 
delight to expatiate ; but, however much disposed to 
engage in this pleasing task, I can only, upon the pre- 
sent occasion, adopt, as most expressive of my sense 
of Your magnanimity and patriotism, the sentiments 
contained in a recent unanimous resolution of the 
Corporation of London, declaring " the deep and 
" grateftil sense entertained by the Court of Your 
** public virtues, and amiable and endearing qualities; 
" of the purity of Your constitutional principles, 
** exemplified by Youj' unvaried attachment to the 
♦* rights and liberties of th^ people ; of Your ex- 
*' ajted forbearance and moderation during the whole 
" of Your Royal Father's afflicting indisposition ; 
V and of Your rare self-denial, in refusing to in- 
crease the national expenditure by any temporary 
addition to Your state and dignity as Prince Re- 
** gent : thu^ practically illustrating the union which 
*■ must ever exist between Jhe feelings of a great 
*• and patriot Prince, and thp happiness of a free and 
" loyal people,*" 

That the Work which, with profound respect, \ 
here inscribe to Your Royal Highness, may, at some 
favourable opportunity, afford You a temporary and 
not an unwelcome relaxation from the qares of Em-» 
gire, is the ardent wish of, 

Sir, 
Your Royal Hiqhness*s 
Most obedient a^d most humble Servant, 

ni°f 7«, t 3TEPHEN JONP, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The influx of Dramatic Writings within the last tliirtyyeara 
has been so great^ that the number of those recorded in die 
fbnuer edition of this work (1782) has been very nearly doubled 
in the present ; which, however^ is by no means to be considered 
as a mere continuation ; for, nearly as much labour and research 
ftas been bestowed upon correcting throughout^ and rendering 
more perfect, the portion of the work which [lad been befom 
printed, as upon that part which may more legitimately claim la 
be considered as new. 

A very great number of hitherto unknown or uncertain dates 
have, by the exercise of unremitted diligence, been now ascertained; 
and many hundreds of erroneous dates have been rectified from 
actual inspection of the original editions. It is hoped, therefor^ 
that whoever may hereafter have occasion to consult tliis Cata-* 
logue, will not, where he may find that its dates differ from 
former authorities, too hastily conclude that they must therefore 
be wrong. , 

The Editor brought to this laborious undertaking the result of 
thirty years acquaintance with the early British Dramatists : his 
collectanea were, of course, numerous ; yet there was an 
obvious necessity for his looking beyond their limits for materials 
^(bat might enliven as well as enlarge and improve the Work. 
Upon Mr. Kemble, therefore, he took the liberty of calltngy 
though scarcely personally known to him. The great courts^qr 
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and kindness that he experienced from that gentleman, and the 
liberality with which Mr. K&mble spontaneously ofFered the loan 
«if his interleaved and corrected copy of the book, as well as the 
free use of any others in his matchless dramatic library, made an 
indelible impression on the mind of the Editor, who, before that 
time, had only had an opportunity of contemplating his public 
character, as the best living illustrator of our country's Drama-* 
tists, and the ornament and honour of the British Stage. 

To Mr. Kemble^s kindness, therefore^ this book standi! 
greatly indebted : it also owes much to the obliging communica^ 
tions of James Bindley, Esq. of the Stamp Office, and 
Joseph Clarke, Esq. of HulL— Some useful hints, that were 
received too late to be adopted in the body of the work, but 
which contribute to improve the Appendices, were furnished by 
the Editor's much-esteemed friend Thomas Park, Esq. F.A.S.; 
the Rev. James Eyre, of Solihull, near Birminghani; the Rev. 
James Plumptre, B. D. Fellow of Clare Hall, Cambridge; 
and Philip Bliss, Esq. Fellow of St. John's College, Oxford. 



%* In the course of the following work, frequent mention 
1^'ill be found of MS. plays des.troyed by Mr. Warburton's 
servant. It may be proper to state, that the fact was briefly this: 
John Warbnrton, Esq. Somerset Herald at Arms, bad amsu^sed a 
Very considerable collection of old plays, in MS. presumed to b« 
originals ; but, by some strange negligence, a servant of his, pro- 
bably a cook, found easy access to these ; and, before a discovery 



was^ made, had devoted, from time to time, nearly the whole 
collection to culinary purposes, as waste-paper, Mr. Warbart<Mi 
«lied May 12, V75d. 
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A BEIEF VIEW 

OF 

THE RISE AND PROGRESS 

OF 



It is well observed by the author* of a Dissertation on the 
Theatres, that dramatic compositions have ever been esteemed 
among the greatest productions of human genius ; and the exhibit 
tion of them on the public Stage, has by some of the wisest and 
best men in all ages been countenanced, as highly serviceable to 
the cause of virtue. 

Nothing is more certain, than that example is tne strongest and 
most effectual manner of enforcing the precepts of wisdom; 
and that a just theatrical representation is the best picture of 
human nature : with this peculiar advantage, that in this humaniz-!- 
ing and instructing academy, the young spectator may learn the 
manners of the world, without running through the perils of it. 

The same writer observes, that as pleasure is the pursuit of the 
greater part of man)(ind (and most justly so, while this pursuit is 
continued under the guidance of reason), all well-regulated 
states have judged it proper, both in a political and moral sense^ 
to have some public exhibitions, for the entertainment of the 
people. And, indeed, what entertainment, what pleasure so 
rational, as that which is afforded by a well- written and vtrell-acted 
play ; whence the mmd receives at once its fill of improvement 
and delight ?— -Thus thought the wise and lettered sages of ancient 
Greece; the Romans adopted the same sentiments, and every 
polished nation in Europe has received and cultivated the dramatic 
art. In this respect^ our British islands have been most eminent; 

♦ Cibbcr. 
▼OL. I. b ' 
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liavlng produced admirable actors, and excellent authors, both in 
the comic and tragic st^le ; and sometimes also noble patrons, who 
have done honour to themselves, by beconiing the friends and 
protectors of |nen of gepiiis. 

It is well known to the learned, at what expense the Athenians 
supported their Theatres ; and bow often from among their poets 
they chose governors of their provinces, generals of their armies^ 
and guardians of their liberties,— -Who were more jealous of their 
liberties than the Athenians ? Who better knew that corruption 
and debauchery are the greatest foes to liberty ? Who better knew, 
than they, that the freedom of the Theatre (next to that of the 
Senate) was die best support of liberty, against all the ui)dermin- 
ing arts of those who might wickedly seek to ^sap its foundation ? 

If it be asked, How came the Athenians to lay out an hundred 
thousand pounds upqn the decoration of one single tragedy of 
Sophocles ? may we not answer, It was not merely for die sake 
of exhibiting a pompous spectacle for idleness to gaze at, but be* 
cause it was the most rational, most instructive, and most delight-> 
ful composition, that human wit had then arrived at ; and, con- 
sequently, the most worthy to be the entertainment of a wise and 
warlike nation ? And it may be still a question--*— Whether this 
public spirit inspired Sophocles ; or^ whether Sophocles inspired 
thisjpublic 3pirit ? 

Tne divine Socrates assisted Euripides in his compositions. 
The wise Solon frequented plays, even in his decline of life ; and 
Plutarch infonns us, that he thought plays useful to polish tlie 
manners, apd instil the principles of virtue. 

As arts and sciences increased in Rome, when learning, elcv 
quence, and poetry flourished, Laeltus improved his social hours 
with Terence ; anq Scipio thought it not beneath him to make 
one in so agreeable a party. Cg^ar, who was an excellent poet 
as well as orator, thought the former title an addition to his 
honour, and ev^r mentioned Terence and Meqander with great 
respect. Augustus found it easier tp make himself sovereign of 
the world, than to write a good tragedy : he beg?ui a play, call^ 
Ajaxy but could not finish it. Brutus, the virtuous, th« moral 
Birutus, thought his tiqae not misemployed in a journey from 
Rome to Naples, only to see an excellent troop of comedians ; 
and was so pleased with their performance, that he sept them I9 
Rome, with letters of recommendation to Cicero, tp take them 
under his patronage : — this too was at a time when thi? city w^s 
under no small confusion from the murder of Caesar ; yet, amidst 
t1}e tumults of those times, and the hurry of his owu afi'air^, bft 
fought the having a good company of actors of too much conse- 
quence to die public to be neglected. And in such estimation 
was Rosfius held by CicerO; that^ in pleading the cause of th« 
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poet Arctias^ he makes the most honourable mention of that 
actor. ^ 

In the days of Augustus, when dramatic entertainments were 
the common public diversions of the people through all the pro- 
vinces of that spacious empire ; had they been deemed immoral^ 
could (hey have passed uncensured by all our AposUes^ who at 
that time went forth by divine command to " convert all nations?'' 
No vice, no impiety escaped them ; not only crying sins provoked 
tlieir censure, — they eveu reproved the indecencies of dress and 
indelicacies of behaviour. In many places they must certainly have 
met with Theatres. But we hear not of one poet or actor who 
received any reprimand from them. On the contrary, we meet 
with several passages in the writings of St. Paul, in which he re- 
fers to ihe dramatic poets, citing their expressions, in confirmatioa 
of his (jwn sentiments. But to come nearer our own times,— the 
truly pious and learned A rchbishop'rillotson, speaking of plays, gives 
this testimony in tlieir favour, that " they might be so framed, and 
" governed by such rules, as not only to be innocently diverting, 
*^ but instructive and useful, to put some follies and vices oUt of 
*' countenance, which cannot perhaps be so decently reproved, uor 
" 80 effectually exposed and corrected, any other way*." 

It is generally imagined, that the English Stage rose later than 
the rest of its neighbours. Those who hold this opinion will, 
perhaps, wonder to hear of theatrical entertainments almost as 
early as the Conquest ; and yet nothing is more certain, if we 
may believe an honest monk, one William Stephanides, or Fitz 
Stephen, in his Descriptio nohilisshna Civitatis Loridonia^ who 
writes thus : " London j instead of common interludes belonging 
to the ITieatres, has plays of a more holy subject : representa- 
tions of those miracles wliich the holy confessors wrought, or of 
** the sufferings wherein the glorious constancy of the martyrs did 
"appear." This author was a monk of Canterbury, who wrote 
in the reign of Henry II. and died in that of Richard 1. II9I : 
and as he does not mention these representations as novelties to 
the people (for he is describing all the common diversions in use 
at that time), we can hardly fix them lower than the Con<]fuest ; 
and this, we believe, is an earlier date than any other nation of 
Europe can produce for their theatrical representations. About 
140 years after this, in the reign of Edward III. it was ordained 

♦ A reverend divine, of our own day, has thought his time not mis spent, nor 
his sacred function degraded, by his descending to discuss the subject of the Stage, 
with a view to its imprpve.Tjenr in a moral or religious light- See Four D'scouses on 
Subjects relatinirto theStuge: preached at Great St M.iry's church, Cambridge, on 
Sunday, Sept. 25, and Sunday, Oct. 2, 1608; witii copious supplcMcnarv Notos. 
By James PI umpire, B. D. Fellow of Clare Hall. 8vo. 1809. A sort of analysis 
of these discourses may be seen, under the head Rtfyrmation of the Stage^ in Thi 
Suro^ean Magamne^ vols. Iv. and Ivi.^ but the work itself is woll worth attention. 
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by Act of Parliament, that a company of men called vagrants, 
Avho had made masquerades through the whole city, should be 
uh pt out of I^ndon, because ihey represented scandalous things 
in the little alehouses, and other places x^here the populace as- 
sembled. Wliat the nature of these scandalous things was, we 
are not told ; whether lewd and obscene, or impious and profane ; 
but we should rather think the former, for the word masquerade 
has an ill sound, and, we believe, they were no better in their in- 
fancy than at present. It is true, the mysteries of religion were 
soon after this period made very free with all over Europe, being 
represented in so stupid, and ridiculous a manner, that the stories 
of The New Testament in particular were thought to encourage 
libertinism and infidelity. In all probability, therefore, the actors 
last mentioned were of that species called mummers ; these \(^ere 
wont to stroll about tljie country, dressed in an antic manner, 
dancing, mimicking, and showing postures. This practice is still 
continued in some parts of England; but it was formerly so 
general, and drew the common people so much from their busi- 
ness, that it was deemed a very pernicious custom : and as these 
mummers always went masked and disguised, they were but too 
frequently encouraged to commit violent outrages, and were 
guilty of many lewd disorders. Hov^ever, bad as they were, 
they seem to be the true original comedians of England ; and their 
excellence altogether consisted, as that of their successors does in 
part still, in mimicry and humour. 

In an Act of Parliament made in the 4th year of Henry IV. 
mention is made of certain wastors, master-rim ours, minstrel's, 
and other vagabonds, who infested the land of Wales ; " And it is 
*^ enacted, that no master-rimour, minstrel, or other vagabond, 
" be in any wise sustained in the land of Wales, to make com- 
'* moiths or gatherings upon the people there." W^hat these 
master-rimours were, which were so troublesome in Wales in par- 
ticular, we cannot tell ; possibly they might be the degenerate 
descendants of the ancient bards. It is also difHcult to determine 
what is meant by their making commoiths. The M'ord signiiies, in 
Welsh, any district, or part of a hundred or cantred, containing 
about one half of it ; that is, fifty villages ; and might possibly be 
made use of by these master-rimours when they had fixed upon a 
place to act in, and gave intimation thereof for ten or twelve miles 
round, which is a circuit that will take in about fifty villages. And 
that this, was commonly done,, appears from Carew's Survey of 
Cornwall, which was written in Queen Elizabeth's time. Speak- 
ing of the diversions of the people, " The guary miracle," says he, 
*' in English a miracle- play, is a kind of interlude, compiled in 
*' Cornish, out of some Scripture history. For repi'esenting it, 
*^ they raise an amphitheatre in some open field, liaving the dia« 
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*^ meters of its inclosed plain^ some forty or fifty feet. The country- 
people flock from all sides many miles ofF^ to see and hear it; 
for they have therein devils and devices to delight as well the eye 
** as the ear/* Mr. Carew has not been so exact, as to give us 
the time when these guary miracles were exhibited in Cornwall ; 
but, by the manner of it, the custom seems to be very ancieut. . 

^rhe year 1378 is the earliest date we can find, in which express 
mention is made of the representation of mysteries in England. 
In this year the scholars of Paul's school presented a petition to 
Richard II. praying Hb Majesty '* to prohibit some unexpert 
" people from presenting the history of the Old Testament, to 
the great prejudice of the said clergy, who have been at great 
expense in order to represent it publicly at Christmas." About 
twelve years afterwards, viz. in 1 390, the parish-clerks of London 
are said to have played interludes at Skinners Well, July 18, iQ, 
and 20. And again, in 1409, the tenth year of Henry IV. they 
acted at Clerkenwell (which took its name from this custom of the 
parish-clerks acting plays there), for eight days successively, a play 
concerning the Creation of the World ; at which were present most 
of the nobUity and gentry of the kingdom. These instances are 
sufficient to prove that we had the mysteries here very early. How 
long they continued to be exhibited amongst us, cannot be exactly 
determined, lliis period one might call the dead-sleep of the 
Muses. And when this was over, they did not presenily a^vake, 
but, in a kind of morning dream, produced the moralities. that fol- 
lowed. However, these jumbled ideas had some shadow of mean« 
ing The mysteries only represented, in a senseless manner, soma, 
miraculous history of the Old or New Testament : but in these 
moralities something of design appeared, a fable and a mor^I; 
something also of poetry ; the virtues, vices, and other afiections. 
of the mind, being frequently personified. But the moralities 
were also very often concerned wholly in religious matters; for 
religion then was every one's concern, and it was no wonder if each 
party employed all arts to promote it. Had they been in use 
DOW, they would, doubtless, have turned as much upon pojlitics. 
Thus, The New Custom was certainly intended to promote the 
Heforniation, when it was revived in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 
And in the more early days of the Reformation, it was so common 
for the partisans of the old doctrines (and perhaps also of the new) 
to defend and illustrate their tenets, this uay, that in the 24th of 
Henry VIH. in an Act of Parliament made for the promoting of 
true religion, we find a clause restraining all rimors or players fr >m 
singing in songs, or playing in interludes, any thing that should 
coniradict the established doctrines. It was also customary at this 
time to act these moral and religious dramas iu private houses, for 
the edification and improvement, as well as the diveisiou^ of well- 
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disposed families ; ^d for this purpose the appearance of the 
persons of the drama was sq disposed^ as that tive or six actors 
might represent twenty personages. 

What has been said of the mysteries and moralities, it is hoped^ 
will be sufScient just to show the reader what the nature of them 
was. We should have beerv glad to have been more particular; 
but where materials are wM to be had, the building must be de- 
ficient. And, to say the truth, a more particular knowledge of 
these things, aay further thtm as it serves to show the turn and 
genius of our ancestors, and the progressive refinement of our lan- 
guage, wa& so little worth pieserving, that the loss of it is s. arcely 
ta be regretted. We proceed therefore with our subject. The 
Muse might now be said to be just awake when she began to trilie 
in the old interludes, and aimed at something like wit and humour. 
And for these John Heywood, the epigrammatist, undoubtedly 
claims the earliest, if not the foremost, place. He was jester to 
Ki»g Henry Vlli. but lived tilt the beginning of Queen Elizabeth's 
reign. Gammer Gurton's Needle, which is generally called our 
first conaedy, and not undeservedly, appeared soon atter the inter- 
ludes/, it is, indeed, altogether of a comic cast, and wants not 
humour, tliough of a low and sordid kind. And now dramatic 
writers^ properly so called, begai> to appear, and turn their talents 
to the stage*. Henry Parker, son of Sir William Parker, is said 
to have written several tiagedies and comediea in the r^eign of 
Hewry VIH.; and one John Hoker, in 1535, wrote a comedy, 
called Piscatory or The Fisher cavght. Mr. Richard Edwards, 
who was- born' in- l^^S' (and in the beginning of Queen Elizabeth's 
reifift was^ made one oi the gentlemen of Her Majesty's chapel, 
and master of the children there), being both an excellent musician 
and a good poet, wrote two comedies, one called Fauufnon and 
Arcyte^ in which a cry of liounds in hunting was so well imitated, 
that tjie Queei> and the audience were extremely delighted ; the 
other CftUteA i)«/«io/i and PiifUas, two the most faithful I est Friends. 
About the same time eame- Thomas Sackville Lord Buck bursty 
and Thoofiatf Norton^ the writers of Qorboduc, the first dramatic 
piece of any cpnsid^.ration in the English language. Of these and 
some others, iear the judgment of Pwttenham, in his Art of 
Poetry^ written in the reign o^ Queen Eliziibeth : " I think (saygf 
•* he), that for tragedy the Lord of Buckhiirst, and Maister Edward 
*f Verrys [Ferrers], for such doings as I have seen of theirs, do 
*' deserve the highest price. The Earl of Oxford, and Maistep 

•'** Fiancis I. willing to preserve the friendship newly contracted with Henry VIII. 
•* sent hrm the order of St. Michael, by Anne da Mbntmorency, one of the knight6| 
^* who arrived the 2oth of October 1527, with 600 horse, atJLondon; and af:er 
f* audience had been given, they were on November 10 entertained by our King, 
*' alt Greenwich, with a sumptuous feastv and with z, comedy ^ in which his daugb? 
•"/«> the Priactbs Mary, acted a part.**— HrRBERT^ p. 85, 
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f* Ed^rds of Her Majesty's chapel, for cottiedy and intefrltide/^ 
And in another place he says — ^" But the principal man in thii 
" ptofession (of poetry), at the same time (viz. Edward VI.), Hvm 
'* Maister Edward Ferrys, a man of no less mirth and felicity thad 

John Hey wood, but of much more skill and inagnificeuce in hi A 

metre, and therefore wrote for the most pstrt to the stage in tra- 
'* gedy, and sometimes in comedy or interlude; whe'rein he gavA 
'^ the King so much good recreation, as he had thereby many good 
" rewards." Of this Edward Ferrys, so considerable a writer, 
we can find no remains, nor even the titles of any thing he Wrote. 
After these followed John Lyly, famous in his ume for wit, and 
having greatly improved the English language, in a romance which^ 
lie wrote, entitled Euphues arid his England, or The Anatomy 
of' Wit ; of which it is said by the publisher of his plays : " Our 
** natioti are in his debt for a new English which he taught them, 
'* Euphues and his England began first that language. All our 
** ladies were then his Scholars; and that beauty in court who 
" could not parte Euphuism, was as little regarded as she whick 
" now there speaks nqt French." This extraordinary romance, so 
famous for its wit, so fj^shionable in the court of Queen Elizabeth, 
and which is said to have introduced so remarkable a change in our 
language, we have seen and read. It is an unnatural affected jar- 
gon, in which the perpetual use of tlietaphors, allusions, allegories, 
and analogies, is to pass for wit ; and dtiff bombast for language. 
And with this nonsense the court of Queen Elizabeth (whose times 
afforded better models for 'style and composition than almost any 
since) became miserably infected, and greatly lielped to let-in all 
the vile pedantry of language in the following reign. So much 
mischief the most ridiculous instrument may do, when it is pro- 
posed, by deviating from Nature, to improve upon her simplicity. 

Though Tragedy and Comedy began now to lift up their heads, 
yet they could do no more for some time than bluster and quibble ; 
and how imperfect they were in all dramatic art, appears from an 
excellent criticism, by Sir Philip Sidney, on the writers of that 
time. Yet they seem to have had a disposition to do better, had 
they known how, as appears by the several efforts they used to lick 
the lump into a shape : for some of their pieces they adorned widi 
dumb-shows, some with choruses, and some they introduced vid 
explained by an interlocutor. Yet, imperfect as they were, we 
had made a far better progress at this time than our neighbours the 
French : the Italians, indeed, by early translations of die old di-a- 
matic writers, had arrived to greater perfection ; but we were at 
least upon a footing with the other nations of Europe. 

But now, as it were, all at once (as it happened in France, 
thbugh in a much later period), the true drama received birth and 
perfection from the creative genius of Sbakspeare, Fletcher, and 

b4 
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Jonson, whose several characters are so well known, that it would 
be superfluous to say any more of^ them. 

Having thus traced the dramatic Muse through all her cha-* 
racters and transformations^ till she had acquired a reasonable 
figure, let us now return and take a more particular view of tht* stage 
and the actors. The first coinpany of , players that we have any 
account of, is from a patent granted, in 1574, to James Burbage, 
and others, servants to the Earl of Leicester. In 1578 the chil- 
dren of Paul's appear to have been performers of dramatic enter- 
tainments. About twelve years afterwards the parish-cierks of 
Ix)ndon are said to have acted the mysteries at Skinner^s Well. 
Which of these two companies may have been thf' earliest is not ' 
certain ; but as the children of PauFs are first mentioned, we must 
in justice give the priority to them. It is certain, that the mys- 
teries and moralities were acted, by these two societies many years 
before any other regular companies appeared: and the children of 
FauFs continued to act long after tragedies and comedies came in 
vogue. It is believed, the next company regularly established was, 
the children of the royal chapel, in the beginning of Queen Eliza- 
beth's reign; the direction of which was given to Mr. Richard 
Edv^ardsbefore^mentioned: and some few years afterwards, as the 
subject of the stage became more ludicrous, a company was formed 
under the denomination of The Children of the Revets. The 
childien of the chapel and of the revels became very famous ; and 
all Lyly's plays, and many of Jonson's and others, were first acted 
by them : nay, so great was their vogue and estimation, that the 
common players, as may be gathered from a scene in Hamlet*, 
grew jealous of them. However, they served as an excellent 
nursery for the theatres ; many, who afterwards became approved 
actors, being educated among them. 

It is surprising to consider what a number of playhouses were 
supported m London about this time. From the year 1570 to the 
jear iGviQ? when the playhouse in White Friars was finished, no 
less than seventeen playhouses had been built. The names of 
most of them may be collected from the title-pages of old plays. 
' And as the theatres were so numerous, the companies of players 
were in proportion. Besides the children of the chapel, and of 
the revels, we are told that Queen Elizabeth, at the request of Sir 
Francis VV alsingham, established in handsome salaries twelve of the 
principal players of that time, who went under the name of Her 
Majes y's Comedians and Servants. But, exqiusiye of these, many 
nobleman retained companies of players, who acted not only prio 
vately in their Lords' houses, but publicly under their license- and 
|)rotection. Agreeably to diis is the account which Stow given 

* Actli. sc. ^' 
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us: " Players in former times (says he) were retainers to noble- 

^' meo, and none liad the privilege to act plays but such : so 

*' in Qaeen Elizabeth's time, many of the nobility had servants and 

^ retaioers who were players, and went about getting their liveli- 

" hood that way. The Lord Admiral had players, so had Lord 

^' Strange, that played in the city of London : and it was usual, 

** on any gentleman's complaint of them for indecent reflections iu 

" their plays, to have them put down. Thus once the Lord Trea- 

"surer signified |o the Lord Mayor to have these players of 

" Lord Admiral and Lord Strange prohibited, at least for some 

" time, because one Mr. '^Tilney had, for some reason, disliked 

" them : whereupon the Mayor sent for both companies, and gave 

" them strict charge to forbear playing till further orders. The 

" Lord Admiral's players obeyed ; but the Lord Strange's, in a 

" contemptuous manner, went to the Cross Keys, and played that 

''afternoon: uppn which the Mayor committed two of them to 

" the Compter, and prohibited all playing for the future, till the 

"Treasurers pleasure was further known, lliis was in 1589." 

And in another part of his Survey of Londo?i, speaking of the 

stage, he says, '^ This, which was once a recreation, and used 

" therefor now and then occasionally, afterwards by abuse became 

" a trade and calling, and so remains to this day. In those for- 

" mer days, ingenious tradesmen, and gentlemen's servants, would 

'* sometimes gather a company of themselves, and learn interludes, 

" to expose vice, or to represent the noble actions of our an- 

*' cestors. These they played at festivals, in private houses, at 

** weddings, or otJier entertainments, but in process of time it be- 

*' came an occupation ; and these plays being commonly acted on 

" Sundays and festivals, the churches were forsaken, and the play- 

** houses thronged. Great inas were used for this purpose, which 

'^ had secret chambers and places, as well as open stages and gal- 

" leries. Here maids and good citizens* children were inveigled 

** and allured to private and unmeet contracts ; here were publicly 

*' uttered popular and seditious matters, unchaste, uncomely, and 

" shameful speeches, and many other enormities. The consider- 

" aiion of these things occasioned, in lo74. Sir James Haw e« 

" being Mayor, an act of Common Council, wherein it was or- 

*' dained, That no play should be openly acted within the liberty 

*' of the city, wherein should be uttered any words, examples, or 

" doings of any unchastity, sedition, or such-like unfit and un- 

** comely matter, under the penalty of five pounds, and fourteen 

♦' days imprisonment : that no play should be acted till first 

" perused and allowed by the Lord Mayor and Court of Alder- 

" men ; with many other restrictions* Yet it was provided that 

** this act should not extend to plays showed in private houses, the 

^' Jodojings of a nobleman^ citizen^ or gentleman, for the celebra-^ 
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** tion of atij marriage, or other festivity, and uhere no collectioH 
*^ of inoney was made from the auditors. But these orders were 
'* not so M'cll observed as they should be ; the lewd matters of 
^ plays increased, and they were thought dangerous to religion, 
•* the state, honesty, and manners, and also for infection in the 
" time of sieknc ss : t^herefore they were afterwards fur some time 
^ totally supr})ressed ; but, upon application to the Queen and 
** Council, they were again tolerated, under the following re- 
** strictions : lliat no plays be acted on Sundays at all, nor ou 
" any holidays till after evening prayer : that no playing be in the 
" dark, nor continue any such time but as any of the auditors may 
** return to their dwellings in London before sunset, or at least 
" before it be dark : that the Queen's players only be tolerated, 
'** and of them their number and certain names to be notified in the 
** Lord Treasurer's letters to the Lord Mayor, and to the Justices 
" of Middlesex and' Surrey ; and those her players,not to divide 
*' theiifiselves in several companies : and that, for breaking any of 
*^ these orders, their toleration cease. But all these prescriptions 
" were not sufficient to keep them within due bounds ; but tht if 
'* plays, so abusive oftentimes of virtue, or particular persons, 
" gave great offence, and occasioned many disturbances : when 
** they were now and then stopped and prohibited/' It is hoped 
this long quotation from Stow will be excused, as it serves not 
only to prove several facts, but to show the customs of the stage 
at that time, and the early depravity of it. But that 'the plays not 
only of that age, but long before, were sometirties personal satires, 
Appears from a mamiscript letter from Sir John Hallies to the 
Lord Chancellor Burleigh, found among ^me papers belonging 
to the House of Commons, in which the Knight accuses his Lord- 
ship of having said several dishonourable things of hiin and his 
family ; particularly that his grandfather, who had then been dead 
seventy years, was a man so remarkably covetous, that the com- 
mon players represented him before the court with great aj>- 
pfause. 

Thus we see the stage no sooner began to talk, than it grew 
Scurrilous; and its first marks of sense were seen in ribaldry and 
Jasciviousness. This occasioned nmch offence; the zeal of the 
pulpit, and the gravity of the city, equally concurred to condemn 
it. Many pamphlets were written on both sides. Stepheri Gos- 
aon, in the year 1579 1 published a book, entitled The School of 
Abuse ; or, A pleasant Tnvecthe against Poets, Pipers, Players^ 
Jesters, and such like Caterpillars of the Commonwealth ; de 
cated to Sir Philip Sidney. He also v^rote Plays confuted 
five Actions ; proving that they are not to be suffered in a Ch) 
tian commonwealth ; dedicated to Sir Francis Walsingham. Tflie 
defendants in this cotitrovei'sy were Thomas liOdge, who wrop a 



di- 

in 

'is- 



\ 



\ 



INTRODUCTION- 

pla;^ called A Lemking-glasifor London and England; and that 
volaitiinous dmcnatic irvitcr, Thomas Hejwood. 

But to proceed : The stage soon after recotered its credit, and 
rose to a higher pkch thsai ever. In lfi03, the first year of King 
James's reign, a license was granted, under the privy-seal, to 
Sfaakspeare, Fletcher, Burbage, Heminge, Condel, and others^ 
authorizing them to act plajs, not only at their usual house, the 
Globe on the Bankside, but in any other part of the kingdom, 
durkig His Majesty's pleasure*. And now there lived together 
at this time many eminent players, concemii^ whom we cannot 
but lament that such imperfect accounts are transmitted to us. 
The little, however, which is known, the reader will find collected 
together, with great accuiacy, hj Mr. Malone, in his Supplement 
to Shakspeare, to whkh work we refer our readers for further in- 
formation "f-. 

And now the theatre seems to have been at its height of glorj 
a»d reputation. Dramatic authors abounded, and every year pro- 
duced a number &i new plays : nay, so great was the passion at 
ty* time for show or representation, that it waa the fashion for the 
nobility to celebrate their weddings, birth-days, and other occa- 
sions of rejoicing, with masques and in terlu(ks, which were exhi- 
bited with surprising expense ; thaU great architect Inigo Jones 
being frequently employed to fiirnbh decorations with all the mag- 
nificence of hi$ invention. The King and his Lords, the Queen 
aiid her Ladies, frequently perFormed in these masques at court, 
aiid all the nobility in their own private hoirses: in< short, no public 
entertainment was thought complete without them ; and to this 
bamour it i» that we owe (and perhaps* it is all that we owe it) the 
inimitable Mamm at Ludlow Castle. 1 he same universal eager- 
ness after theatncal diversions continued during the whole reign of 
Kifig James, and great part of Charles the First, till Puritanism, 
which had now gathered great strength, openly opposed them as* 
wicked and diabolical. But Fdritanism, from a thousand con- 
current causes, every day iucreasing, in a little time overturned the 
coHstitudon ; and, among their many reformations^ this wa& one, 
the total suppression of all plays and playhouses. 

This event took place on the 11th day of February 1647, at 

^ A copy of this psicent may be seen id Mr. Whalley's edition of Ben Jonson't 
Works, vol. i. p. Ixii. 

•\- See likewise Mr. Malone*s '* Inquiry into the Authenticity of certain miscel- 
•* laneous Pipers and legal Instruments, published Dec. 24, 1795, *"<^ attributed 
<< to Sbakspeare, Qiueen Elizabeth^ and Henry Earl of Southampton*" 2cc. 8vo. 
1796. Also Mr. George Chalmers's ** Apoh)gy for the Believers in the Shakspeare 
** Papers," &c. 8vo. 1797 ; and the ** Supplemental Apology," by the same, 8vo. 
1 799. We could almost pardon the imposture of Mr. Ireland, in consideration of its 
having produced suoh a valuable accession of early $tagc bistor/ as h^ b«en coir 
lected into the three volumes mentioned in this note. 
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uhich time an ordinance was issued by the Lords and Commons^ 
whereby all stage-players, and players of interludes and commoii 
plays, were declared to be rogues, and liable to be punished ac- 
<;ording to the statutes of the thirty^ninth of Queen Elizabeth, and 
seventh of King James the First. The Lord Mayor, Justices oF 
the Peace, and Sheriffs of the city of London and VVt siminster, 
and of the counties of Middlesex and Surrey, were likewise au- 
thorized and required to pull down and demolish 'all playhouses 
"wilhiu ihtir jurisdiction, and apprehend any persons convicted of 
acting, who were to be publicly whipped ; after which they were 
to be bound iiva recognizance to act no more ; and in case of a re- 
fusal to enter into such obligation, the parties were to be com- 
mitted until they found such security. If, after conviction, they 
offended again, they were thereby declared incorrigible rogues, 
and to be punished and dealt with as such. It was also declared, 
that all money collected at playhouses tjhould be forfeited to the 
poor : and a penalty of live shillings was imposed on every person 
who should be present at any dramatic entertainment. 

Before the promulgation of this severe ordinance, the perform- 
ances of the stage had been frequently interrupted, even from the 
commencement of hostilities between the King and his Parlia- 
ment *. Of the several actors at that time employed in the 
theatres, the greater part, who were not preventecf by age, went 
immediately into the army, and, as might be expected, took part 
with their Sovereign, w hose affection for their profession had been 
shown in many instances previous to the open rupture between 
him and his people. The event of war was alike fatal to mo- 
narchy and the stage. After a violent atnd bloody contest, both 
fell together ; the King lost his life by the hands of an executioner; 
the theatres were abandoned and destioyed ; and those by whom 
they used to be occupied were either killed in the wars, worn out 
with old age, or dispersed in different places, fearful of assembling, 
lest they should subject themselves to the penalty of the ordinance, 
?mdgive offence to the ruling powers. 

Ine fate of their royal master being determined, the surviving 
dependants on the drama were obliged again to return to the ex- 
fjrcise of their former profession^ In the winter of the year 1648 
they ventured to act some plays at the Cockpit; but were soon in- 
terrupted and silenced by the soldiers, who took them into custody 
in the niidst of one of their performances, and committed them 
to prison. After this ineffectual attempt to settle at their former 
quarters, we hear no more of any public exhibition for some time. 
They still, however, kept together, and, by connivance of the com- 

* .See a copy of a prodamation to this effect^ dated Sept. 1642, in The Euro^eai^ 
iiiigdoamf vol. lii. p. 192. 
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Jnanding officer at Whiteliall, sometimes represented privately a 
few plays at a short distance from town. They also were per- 
mitteid to entertain some of the nobility at their country-houseSj 
where they were paid by those under whose protection they acted. 
They also obtained leave at particular festivals to divert the public 
at the Red Bull ; but this was not always without interruption. 
Those at the head of affairs still continued their implacable ran- 
cour against all who were connected with polite letters, and the 
unfortunate actors who survived to this period felt the^eatest dis- 
tress : a slender and precarious support was all they could obtain. 
In this situation several of them wera obliged to draw forth the 
manuscripts of their contemporaries which they had in their pos- 
session, and many plays were published which might otherwise 
have never seen the light. 

But though the fury of religious zeal seemed to threaten that the 
iitage should never revive, and every method was taken which might 
tend to accomplish that design, the pleasure which had been re- 
ceived from dramatic entertahimente Vvas too strong to be totally 
overcome. Amidst the gloom of fanaticism, and while the royal 
cause was considered as desperate, Sir William Davenant, without 
molestation, exhibited entertainments* of declamation and music, 
after the manner of the ancients, at Rutland House. He bea:aa 
in the year 1656, and two years afterwards removed to the Cock- 
pit, Drury Lane, where he performed until the eve of the Re- 
storation. 

On the appearance of that event's taking place, the retainers of 
the theatre then remaining collected themselves together, and began 
to resume their former employment. In the year 1659, 'about 
tlie time General Monk marched with his army out of Scotland 
towards London, Mr. Rhodes, a bookseller, who had formerly 
been wardrobe-keeper to the company which acted at Black Friars, 
fitted up the Cockpit in Drury Lane. The actors he procured 
M'ere chiefly new to the stage ; and two of them, Betterton and 
Kynaston, had been his apprentices. About the same time, the 
few performers who had belonged to the old companies assembled, 
and began to act at the Red Bull, in Saint John's Street ; and 
from the eagerness with which two patents were soon afterwards 
obtained from the Crown, it may be presumed that they met with 
a considerable share of success. Sir William Davenant, before 
the civil wars broke out, had been favoured with a patent by 
Charles the First, and therefore his claim to a new one was war- 
ranted, as well by his former possession, as by his services and 
sufferings in the royal cause. The other candidate was Thomas 
Killigrew, Esq. a person who had rendered himself acceptable to 
his Sovereign, as much by his vices and follies, as by his wit, or 
attachment to him in his distress. 
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Tlie 9sian wlio had been emplo}^ by Rhodes soon afterwards- 
were taken under the proiection of Sir \Mlliani Davetiant ; and 
the reoiaiot of the old companies were received bv Mr. Kiiligrew ^ 
all €)i diem were sworn by the Lord Chamberlain, as servants ot^ 
the Crown ; the former bemg styled the Dnke of York's com|>any ^ 
«nd the latter that of the Kmg. 

The Kii^^s company, after their removal from the Red Btdl^ 
performed in a new-built house, situated in Gibbous s Tennis 
Court, near Qare Market. But, this Theatie not being well 
adapted for the use to which it was appropriated, they were 
obliged to erect a more cronvenient one in Drurv i^ne. This 
latter was finished and opened on the 8th day of April 1 663, with 
JBeaumont and Fletcher's comedy of The Humorous Lieutenani, 
which was acted twelve nights successively. 

During these removals of the King's company, their rivals be- 
longing to the Duke of York were shifting tlieir places of per- 
formance, and were some time before thev were wholly settled. 
From the Cockpit they went to anew ""iheatre, built in Lincoln's 
Inn Fields, which was opened in the spring of the year 1662, after 
aeveral of their plays had been rehearsed at Apothecaries' Hall. 
But this playhouse was likewise soon discovered to be ill-contrived 
and inconvenient, and Sir William Daveoant found it necessary to 
fearch out a new spot whereon to erect one more commodious. He 
fixed upon Dorset Garden, in Salisbury Court, for this purpose, but 
did not live to see the edifice made any use of. This llieatre will 
be mentioned hereafter. 

The two companies being now established at Drury Lane and 
Lincoln's Inn Fields, they each began to exert their endeavours to 
obtain the favour of the town, "^rhe principal performers in the 
King's company were, of the men. Hart, Mohun, Burt, Winter- 
iel. Lacy, Cartwright, and Clun ; to whom, after the opening of 
Drury L^ne Theatre, were added Joe Haines, Griffin, Goodman, 
and some others. Among the women were, Mrs. Corey, Mrs. 
Marshall, Mrs. Knep, and afterwards Mrs. Boutel and Mrs. 
Eleanor Gwyn. Of the Duke's company were, Betterton, 
Sheppy, K>*naston, Nokes, Mosely, and Floyd, who had all per- 
formed under Rhodes; Harris, Price, Richards, and Blagden, 
were added by Sir William Davenant, who also, about a year after, 
received Smith, Sandford, Medbum, and two others. The ac- 
tresses were, Mrs. Davenport, Mrs. Sanderson (who afterwards 
married Mr. Betterton), Mrs. Da vies, and Mrs. Long; all of 
whom boarded in the patentee s house. Besides these, were Mrs. 
Gibbs, Mrs. Norris, Mrs. Holden, and Mrs. Jennings ; and, if 
any dependance may be placed on the judgment of those who then 
'frequented plays, there were moi« e^ceUeni perfonnera in eac^ 
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cQiapapy than have ever been seen together at any ooe time mnem 
tbat period. 

Tb$ avidity of the public for theatrical entertainments bvA- 
ci^ntly recompensied, for a considerable time, the assiduity of tl|[« 
performers^ and the expectations of the managers and proprietors. 
Their success was, however, soon interrupted by national calami* 
tie9. In 1665, the plague broke put in London with great vio-^ 
knee; and in the succeeding year, the fire, which destroyed die 
metropolis, put a «top to the further progress of stage^per* 
formances. 

After a discontinuance of eighteen months, both houses were 

^in opened at Christmas 1666. The miseries occasioned by th« 

plague and fire were forgotten, and public diversions were again 

followed with as much eagerness as they had been before their 

interruption. Both companies were at first successful ; but after 

the novelty of the several performers was worn away, and their 

stock of plays had been repealed until they became familiar, the 

Duke s company, excellent as they were allowed to be, felt dieir 

inferiority by the slender audiences they were able to draw togo- 

ther« This consideration induced Sir William Davenant to try 

thi^ effects of a new Theatre, built with greater magnificence than 

Aat in Lincoln's Inn Fields, and he chose Dorset Garden, probabty 

where the old* playhouse in Salisbury Court stood, as a proper 

place for the purpose ; but before this Theatre was finished he 

died ; and on that event the management of his property therein 

came into the hands of liis widow Lady Davenant, Mr. Betterton, 

and Mr. Harris, assisted by Charles Davenant, afterwards well 

known as a politician and civil lawyer. This new house was 

opened in November l67l> notwithstanding an opposition made 

to it by the city of London. But the opinion of the public still 

inclining to the King's company, Mr. Davenant was obliged to 

have Fecourse to a new species of entertainment. He determined 

lo call in the assistance of show and sound; he increased the 

splendour of his scenery, and introduced, music, singing, and 

fbmcifig, into some of the pieces represented. Dramatic operas^ 

with expensive decorations, soon came into fashion, and enabled 

1^ Duke's company to obtain an advantage over their competi* 

Iocs, which Aey were confessedly not entitled to by their merit. 

Spod after tlie Duke's company b^an to act in their new 
The^re, an accident happened, which must have disabled their 
i»tagonials firom coi^tiidii^ with them for a short time. In 
Jamiary Id? 1-2, the playhouse in Drwy Lane took fire, and was 
enUvely demolished. The violence of the confiagration was so 
gf^t, that between fifi^ and sixty a^oining houses were burnt 
Hf blown up. 

Whidier the comply bdonging to this hous^ pemoved, we 
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have not been able to discover, though we find they continoeGt 
to act in the several years which intervened between the destrud- 
tion of the old house and its being rebuilt ; and from the series of 
plays which they produced, it seems probable that they im- 
mediately occupied some Theatre which then remained unused. 
The proprietors of the old playhouse, after they had recovered 
from the consternation which this accident had thrown them mto^ 
resolved to rebuild their Iheatre, with such improvements as 
might be suggested ; and for tliat purpose employed Sir Christo- 
pher Wren, the most celebrated architect of his time, to draw the 
design, and superintend the execution of it. The plan which he 
produced, in the opinion of those who were well able to judge g£ 
It, was such a one as was alike calculated for the advantage of the 
performers and spectators ; and the several alterations afterwards 
made in it, so far from being improvements, contributed only to 
deft;at the intention of the arcliitect, and to spoil the building. 

The new Theatre, being iiiashed, was opened on the 26th of 
March IG74. On this occasion a prologue and epilogue were 
deli vert d, both written by Mr. Dry den, in which the plainness 
und want of ornament in the house, compared with that in Dorset 
Gardens, were particularly mentioned. The encouragement given 
to the latter, on account of its scciiery and decorations, waft not 
forgotten ; and as an apology for the deficiency of embelli^ment, 
which was to be touud in the former, the direction of His Majesty 
is expressly asserted. That the concerns of the stage were some- 
times thought not unworthy the notice of royalty, is very well 
known. 

The preference given to Davenant's Theatre, on account of its 
scenery and decorations, alarmed those belonging to the rival house. 
1 o slop the progress of the public taste, and to divert it towards 
tliemseives, they endeavoured to ridicule the performances which 
weTe so much followed. The person employed for this purpose 
was Thomas Duffet, who parodied The Tempest^ Macbeth, and 
Ps^he: these efforts were, however, ineffectual. The Duke's 
llieatre continued to be frequented ; the victory of sound and 
sliow over sense and reason wiis as complete in die llieatre at this 
period as it hath often been since. The Kill's Theatre languished; 
but ttie great ex|venses incurred at the other diminislied their gains 
to such a decree, dial after a few years the leaders in each disco- 
vert that it would be for their mutual advanti^ to unite di^ 
iiitvrc^ts togeiher, and open but one house. Ot those who oii- 
giiuuiy belonged to Kill^grew's comptny, several had quitted the 
at»g;e, some x^ere dead, and the chief who remained b^in to ex- 
perience the intirniitit^ of age. These cousidenitkMis induced 
ifaem to b^cu to overtures from Dmvenant, Betterton^ wnA Smith, 
who euieted aito an agreemeiit with Had and Kynastoo, whidi 



tfectually detached tildse petfbnAem frMh die King^s Theatre. 
Their revolt, and the influence which they possessed, seem to 
liave efiected the nmoU sooner than it otherwise might have been 
i^eed to, though it could not have been prevented any leiigdi of 
time, having been recommended by the King. The junction took 
place in the year 1682; on \vhich event tlie Duke's company 
quitted Dorset Gardens, and removed to Dniry Lane. Hart per- 
fonned no more, but retired on a pension ; and Mohiin soon after'* 
wards died. The remainder of the troop were incorporated with 
tke Duke's, and thenceforth were styled the King's company. 

The advantages which were expected to follow thisjunction do 
not appear to have been the ctnisequence of it. Though the 
intents were united, the profits to the proprietors and performers 
JKem not to^ have been increased. The old patentees eidier sold 
dieir authority to new adventurers,' or relinquished all their atten- 
tion to the management. On the 30A of August l^S?^ Mr, 
Charles Davenant assigned his patent to Alexander Davenant, Esq. 
who, oa the £4th of March I69O, sold his interest therdn to 
Christopher Rich, a lawyer, whose name is often^ to be found iii 
&e fiiture annals of the Theatre. Hiis gendemati, who was not 
possessed of abilities calculated td make the stage flourish under 
Ids aidministration, soon contrived to engross the whole power 
into his ovm bands. By various instances of mismanagement, he 
alienated the affections of the principal performers from him, and 
hy waaloa oppressions provoked them to attempt their deliverance 
from die tyranny he exercised over them. An association of the 
actors was entered into, with Betterton at the head of it. Their 
(ionifdaint, by niean»of the Earl of Dorset, was laid before King 
William, and was considered of sufllicient importance to~ engage 
Ae attention of His Majesty. The principal lawyen( at that 
period were consulted, who agreed that the grants from King 
Charles to Killigrew and Davenant did not preclude ^e reigning 
pnoce from giving a similar authority to any person with whom 
he might choose to intrust it. In consequence of this opinion, a 
license was granted to a select number of the players, to act in a 
separate Theatre for themselves. 

Tliis favour being obtained, a subscription was set on foot for 
building a new Theatre within the walls of the Tennis Court, in 
Lincoln's Inn Fields. The people of quality, to show their sense 
of the ill treatment which the actors had received, contributed 
very liberally for this purpose. The patentees became sensible of 
the folly of their conduct, and, to repair the mischief they had 
idone themselves, endeavoured to retain as many of the actors as 
they could engage. To supply the places of some who had left 
them, they brought a fe>v new performers frojn the companies iii 
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the country, and mside the best cUsposition tbej wer^ able t# 
encounter their enemies. 

The Theatre in Lincoln's Inn Fields was opened on th&- 
30th of ^pril 1695, with the new comedy of Love fon 
Love, which was acted with extraordinary success during the 
remaiuder of the season. The new adventurers, however, 
iiiet with an opposition froni a quarter where it was not ex- 
pected. A number of the inhabitants of Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
findhig themselves inconunoded by the cpncourse of coaches 
Which the playhouse drew together, had recourse to the law, to 
remedy the inconveniences they suffered. In Trinity Term, they 
moved the Court of King's Beiich for a pr<7hihition to restr^ the 
company from acting any longer at the new hoMse ; and a rule be* 
ing granted, cause was sho>vn against it in the succeeding term, 
when further time was allowed to each party to come before the 
court more fully prepared to support ai^d invalidate their several 
suggestions. Tbe event of this lawsuit can only be conjectured 
iVom the company's being permitted to f^ct until their removal to 
the Haymarket. 

The prosperity of the new house was of no long continuance. 
After one or two years success, the audiences begdn to decline^ 
and it was found that two rival Theatres were more than the town 
was able to support. The old house suffered aU the distresses 
Which obstinacy and ignorance in a manager^ at the head of a raw 
unexperienced set of actors/ cou]d produce. Having little judfi[- 
ment to direct him in the conduct of a Theatr^^ he not only 
permitted the best plays to be mangled by the most despicable 
performers, but, by the introduction of tumblers and bu^oons, and 
other extravagances, brought the entertainments of the stage to the 
lowest degree of Contempt^ He persisted, however, to the last 
in the same mode bf conduct, which his son afterwards followed, 
and by that means had a greater influence on the present public 
entertainments than at first sight would be thought probable. 

While the rival Theatres were contending against each other 
with inveterate malice, an enemy to the very toleration of dramatic 
entertainments appeared, vyho, with considerable ability, and with 
all the rigid puritanical maxims of a severe sect, attacked the stage 
on account of its profaneness and immorality. This was the ce^ 
lebrated Jeretpy Collier, who, in 16^7, published a book, con- 
taining a severe invective against the acting of plays, the profligacy 
of the perfoi'mers, and the licentiousness of the poets ; and having 
some truth and justice on his side, the advocates for the Theatre 
found themselves hard pressed to answer the charges brought 
against their favourite diversion. It cannot be denied but that 
many authors, and some in great favour with the public^ had 
written in a manner which warranted the censure of every persos 
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irhb professed the least regard to propriety or decency. Mr* 
Collier was opposed by Congreve, Vanbrugh, Dryden, Pennis^ ; 
and others^ with wit and humour^ but without confuting the 
objections which had been started, either against themselves indi* 
vidually, or against the stage in general. The public opinion ran 
so much ag^nst the defenders of the Theatre, and in favour of their . 
enemy, that King William considered Mr. Collier's book as a 
work which entitled the author of it to some lenity in a prosecu-* 
tion then carrying on in consequence of errors in his political c(>n- 
duct. This controversy produced as much as could be wished for 
from it. Mr. Gibber observes, the calling our dramatic writers 
to this strict account ^* bad a very wholesome effect upon those 
" who writ after this time. They were now a great deal more 
"upon their guard ; indecencies were no longer wit; and by de- 
" grees the fair sex came again to fill the boxes on the first day of 
" anew comedy, without fear or censure." 

To forward the stage's reformation, prosecutions were com- 
menced against some of the performers for repeating profane and 
indecent words. Several were found guilty; and Betterton and 
Mrs. Bracegirdle were actually fined. These severities were not 
entirely thrown away. From this period may be dated the intro- 
duction of that more refined taste, which hath done so much credit 
to the British Theatre. 

The managers, acting under the united patents, had hitherto 
nade use of both the Theatres in Dorset Garden and Drury Lane; 
but about this time the former of these houses was deserted. Th« 
company which had been left by Betterton and his. party, after 
struggling with unequal force against the excellent performers 
who listed under the banner of that respectable veteran, began 
DOW to remove the prejudices which had been entertained against 
tbem, and to claim their share of applause. Many of them were 
much improved. They had the advantage of youth ; and having 
bad the opportunity of exhibiting themselves in new characters, 
where comparisons to their disadvantage could not be made, they 
began to be viewed in a onore favourable light. In the mean time, 
Betterton and some of his associates were daily losing ground, 
through old age. Their system of management, which had been 
hastily settled, deprived their principal friend of that authority 
which is necessary for the person who undertakes to govern any 
body of people, and especially those who belong to a Theatre* 
lie house itself was too small, and poorly fitted up ; in shorty 
very insuiiicient for the purposes of profit or splendour. Thes^ 
considerations induced Sir John Vanbrugh to procure subscript 
tlons for erecting a new and magnificent plfiyhouse in th« tLay- 
Diarket, calculated to do honour to the architect and to the nation, 
and at tb« same time produce wealth t9 thos^ wb9 were eon-* 
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ceriied in it The sum of dOOO^t. ivwsimxaedmtt^ raised^ and die 
building beguh under Sir jTohn's direction. 
' On thiis schemte being piroposed> it virai agreed that Mr* Bett^^ 
ton should Assign over to Vanbrugh bis license to pertomi> and fok" 
due future serve 01^ as an actor^ without any cbucera in die conduct 
eft direction of the Theatre. The proposed was readily assented to on 
the part of Betterton. He had now been Dipoii the stage betwj^n 
forty and fifty years> and found the infe^mities of age be^nining to 
make inroads upon his constitution. He was th^efore desirouS' 
of repose, and to be relieved from tbe fat^es of management. 
In the iatt^part of the yefeir 1704, he performed bis part 6f the 
^i^gre^tnent, by surrenderihg'to Sir John Vatibrugh aH his right a^id 
interest m the license granted to hnn. The new proprietor asso- 
ciated himself with Mr. Congreve, and, from the joint abilities of 
such fexcellewt writers, gr^^ait expectations were formed. On the 
9th of April 1705, the Theatre was opened with an ItaKsm opem, 
which did not meet with the success expected fW>m it. The 
failure of their first hope obliged the principal niani^^ to exert 
himself; aild he accordingly, with that luippy faciKty which ac* 
oompanied him in writing, immediately produced no less than four 
ttBWipieces. But these were insufficient to bring the Tboatre into 
rieputafiof). It was scion founds that the architect of it vi^s better 
qualified to support the stage by his writings than to cOnstrtict 
faduses to afct his perfomiances in. Every piece represented ap* 
peared undel* manifest dbadva^tage. lYie ^edifice was a Vast 
tviiimphkl piecte of architecture, wholly unfit for es'Cry purpose of 
conveni^c^ ; the massy columns, the gilded cornices, and lofty 
i^oofs, availed veiy little, when scarcely (Aie word in ten could bb 
distinctly heard, for it i|ad not then the form h has 'ndw. ^* At 
the firk opening it,'' says Mr. Cibber, " tlie flat ceiling, that is 
fiowofver the orcikestre, was then a s^mi-oval arch, that spi^ung 
" fifteen feet higher from above the tornfce. '^The ceiling Over the 
** pit too was stiH more raised, being one level line from the 
^ highest back part of the upper gallery to the front of the stage ; 
*f the front boxes were a continued semicircle to the bare walls of 
'^ the bouse on each side : this extraordinary and superfluous space 
'^occasioned such an undulation frofn the voice of every actor, 
'* that generally what they said sounded Kke the^bbling of so many 
** people in the lofty aisles in a cathedral. The tone of A 
*^ ti'umpet, or the SHtell of an eunuch's holding note, 'tis true, 
*^ might be sweetened by it ; but the articulate sounds of a speak- 
** ing voice were drowned by the hollow reverberations of on« 
^ word under another/' To these disadvantages the situation 
might be added ; it had not at that time the benefit of a large <iity, 
w'hich hath since been built in its neighbourhood, ^nd it was too 
femfni^from the then ftequenters of the Theatre to be much attended 
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by them. All these circQinst^ces uniting together, afforded so littT^ 
prospect of profit or success, that, in a few months, Mr. Congrev^ 
gave tip his share and interest wholly to Sir John Vanbrugh ; who^ 
at the end of the second season, either finding the gains which 
arose from the management top few, or the trouble arising from 
his attendance on it too 9iuch, grew also disgusted with his situa- 
tion) 9nd wished to be relieveid from it. But of so little value was 
the Theatre considered at that juncture, that no person thought it 
of colisequence enough to apply for it. At length it was offereq 
to Mr. Owen Mac Swiny, a mere adventurer, without property, 
who had been employed by Mr. Rich as und^r-rnhnager^^ and 
who, mih the coadurrence of his principal, agreed for it at th^ 
rate of five pounds for every acting day, and not to exceed 700/. 
in the year. The new manager entered upon his undertaking in 
the latter part 6f the year 1706, and at the end of the first season 
found that he had considerably improved his fortune. 

From die time that Mr. Rich got possession of Drury Lane 
Theafre, he bad paid no regard to the property of any of the 
parties who had joint interests with him, but proceeded as though he 
was sole propri^or of it. VVhatevcr he received he kept to him-f 
uelf, without accounting to any of his partners ; and he had con-r 
tinned this mode of condi!ict s.o long, that those who had any 
claims on the Theatre abandoned them, in despair of ever receiv- 
ing any advantage from them. The concerns of the playhouse 
were thought of fi6 little wprdi, that about this time Sir Thomasi 
Skipwith, who. Gibber says, had an equal right with Rich, in a 
frolic, made a present of his share to Colonel ore tt, a gentleman 
of fortune, who soon after forced himself inti the management, 
nwch against the inclination of bis partner. The ill effect of two 
playhouses being open at once, iq point of profit, appeared so 
eviden{ to Mr. Brett, that the first object he dedicated his atten- 
tion to was a reunion of the two con^panies ; and through the 
interposition of the Lord Chamberlain, he effected it in the year 
1708. It was then resolyed, that the Theatre in the Haymarket 
^ould be appropriated. to Italian operas, and that in Drury Lane 
to plays. The one was given to Swiny, and the other continued 
with Ridi and Brett ; the lattev of whpm, conducti^ the lousiness 
of it in a different manner from what it had heretofore been, 
hrought it once mqre into so good a state, that Sir Thomas 
Skipwith repented of his generosity, and applied to the Court of 
Chancery to have the property he had given away restored to him. 
Colonel Brett, offended at this tfeatniiuit, relinquished his claim ; 
and Mr. Rich again possessed hiniseU" of all the powers of (he 
patent^ 

Instead of being warned, by the experience of past tinies, to, 
lyoid the difficulties which a tyrannic;j^l and oppressive behj^viour 
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to the performers had crented^ the acting manager resumed h\$ 
JTormer cQndiict, \vithout fearing or apprehending any resistance 4|b 
his measures, ^n application to the Lord Chamberlain w^ the 
consequence ; and that officer, who was supposed to possess both 
an absolute and undefinable authority over the stage, agreed , to 
permit as many of the actors as chose to engage with Swiny to 
desert fron^ Prury Lane, and act at the Haymarket. A private 
treaty was accordingly entered into ; and Wilks, Dogget, and 
Cibber, were proposed to be managers and joint-sharers with 
Swiny in conducting the Theatre, which for the future was to be 
used both aa.a play-house and an opera-house. After all the prelimi- 
naries were settled, the Lord Chamberlain issued an order, dated 
7th of June 1709) forbidding the patentees to perform any longer; 
on which the house was shut up. 

The deserters immediately began to alter the Haymarket 
Theatre, in order to obviate the inconveniences of its original con- 
struction, and make it fit for the representation of dramatic per- 
formances. iThey began to act in the winter of 1709; and 
their audiences so much exceeded their expectations, that they 
would have had every reason to be content with the change which 
had happened, if the direction of the operas, which this season 
began to decline, had not greatly diminished their profits. On the 
whole, however, they appear to have received more than they had 
done at Dr^ry Lane, and therefore were not dissatisfied with their 
emancipation from the authority of their former governor. 

The power of the Chamberlain had always been implicitly 
acknowledged. Those therefore who had any concern in the in- 
terdicted Theatre patiently submitted to the prohibition, and had 
recourse only to supplications in order to procure a revocation of 
tlie silencing order. As it was put in execution so late in the sea- 
son, no immediate detriment ensued; and it was generally ex*] 
pected, that, as the time of acting approached in the following 
winter, the proprietors would be permitted to open their house. 
The summer was taken up in pttitions to the Chamberlain, ana 
appeals to the Queen's justice and humanity, both from the pa* 
tentees and players. The applications, however, were not crowned 
with success ; the order was still continued in force, and at the 
beginning of the season one Theatre only was employed. 

As soon as it appeared with certainty that the old ms^nager 
would not be ^ble to obtain a recall of the order for silencing the 
patent, one who had some property in the house, and who had 

^*oined in all the applications to be relieved against the Chamber-? 
ain's mandate, determined to avail himself of his interest at court, 
and profit b)/ the distress of his partners. This was William Col- 
lier, Esq. a lawyer, of an enterprising head and a jovial heart! 
He Mas a member of Parliament; and by his convivial qualitiei^ 
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hi become a favomite wiA the people then in power, and was 
often admitted to partake with theoi in those detached hours of 
life when business was to give way t© pleasure. 

This gentleman, observing the situation of theatrical affairs to 
be desperate in the hands of Mr. Rich, applied for and obtained 9. 
license to take Ae matiageraent o£ the company left at Drury 
Lane. The late patentee, who still continued m the Theatre, 
Aough without the power of using it, was not to be removed 
wtboi!t compulsion. Mr. Collier, therefore, procured a lease of 
the house from the landlords of it, and, armed with this authority, 
took the advantage of a rejoicing night, the 2^d of November, 
when, >vith a hired rabble, he broke into the premises, and turned 
the former owner out of possession. 

Here ended the power of Mr. Rich over the Theatres. After 
his expulsion from Drury Lane, he employed the remainder of his 
life in rebuilding the playhouse in Lincoln's Inn Fields, which 
was opened about six weeks after his death by his son, in the year ] 
1714, with the comcidy of The Recruiting Officer. Both this 
Theatre and its manager Av4fll he rhentioned hereafter. 

The scheme which Mr. Collier had engaged in did not prosper 
according to his wishes ; the' profits of the season w'ere very small, 
and by no nicans a compensation for the trouble, risk, and ex- 
pense, which he had been at in seating himself on the theatrical 
throne. I'he joint-sharers at the Haymarket had acquired both 
fame and money ; he therefore meditated an exchange of Theatres 
with them, and, by again employing his influence at court, soon 
effected it. By the agreement which was then entered into be- 
tween the rival managers, the sole license for acting plays was 
vested hi Swiny and his partners ; and the performance of operas 
was to be confined to the Haymarket, under the direction of 
Collier. 

The authority which this gentleman had now obtained in the 
Opera-house, he immediately farmed t6 AarOn Hill, Esq. for 
Goo/, per annum; but before the seajjon expired, he resumed the 
management a^in into his own hands. The flourishincr state of 
•l^rury Lane had attracted his notice and envy. He grew again 
dissatisfied \vith his station, and proposed once more to return to* 
thestnge he had abandoned^ The same power which had hitherto' 
supporter! hini in his caprices still continued to favour him. 
Sniny was obliged to return to the Hayniarket; and Collier, 
Wilks, Dogget, and Gibber, remained at Drury Lane, where,' 
from this period, the abihties, industry, arid integrity of the 
Managers, brought their Theatre into so ranch reputation, that it 
became to them the source of independence during the rest of their 
li^es. On the contrary, at tlie end of the first season, Swiny wa^ 
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pounds a week by this undertaking; but the clamour agaiiist it 
continuing, he was obliged to abandon the future prosecution of 
bis scheme ; by which means he sustained a considerable loss. It 
was afterwards revived by Mr. Giftard with some degree of success. 

The patent for Drury Lane being renewed, Mr. Booth, who 
found bis disorder increase, began to think it was time to dispose 
of his share and hiterest in the Theatre. The person upon whom 
be fixed for a purchaser was John Highmore, Esq. a gentleman of 
fortune, who unhappily had contracted an attachment to the stdge, 
froni having performed the part of Lothario one night for a wager. 
A treaty between them was set on foot soon after Mr. Wilks's 
death, and was concluded by Mr. Highmore^s agreeing to pur- 
chase one half of Mr. Booth's share, with the whole of his power 
iu the management, for the sum of two thousand five hundred 
pounds. Before his admission, Mrs. Wilks had deputed Mr. 
£ili8 to attend to the conduct of the Theatre in her behalf. The 
introduction of two people into the management, who were to-« 
tally unqualified either by their abilities or experience for the 
offices they were to fill, gave offence to Mr. Gibber : he there-^ 
fpre, to avoid being troubled with the importance of the one* or 
the ignorance of the other of his brethren^ authorized his son 
Theophilus to act for him as far as his interest was concerned. 
The first season was ended with some profit to the patentees ; but 
Mr. Highmore, being hurt by the impertinence of young Gibber, 
determined to get rid of his interference, and purchased the fatlter's 
share for the sum of three thousand guineas. • 

This second purchase by Mr. Highmore was made at the be-^ 
ginning of the season of 1733, about the same time that Mrs. 
Booth sold her husband^s remaining share to Mr. Giffard. Mr. 
Highmore's connexion with the Theatre began now to be attended 
with alarming consequences to him ; two weeks had hardly passed 
before the principal actors, spirited up by young Gibber, deter- 
mined to revolt from the patentees, and set up for themselves. The 
house called the Little Theatre in the Haymarket, was then un-> 
occupied ; they therefore agreed t« rent it of the proprietor, and, 
after making the necesS^iry alterations, opened it with the comedy 
of Love for Love, to an elegant crowded audience. 

The patentees also, though weakened by the desertion of their 
best performers, began to act at the usual time. To supply the 
places of those who had left their service, they were obliged to 
have recourse to such assistance as the country comp&nies would 
afford. With all the help they could obtain, their performances 
were so much inferior to those exhibited at the Haymarket, that 
a constant loss was sustained untif the end of the season. Mr. 
Highmore in the mean time buoyed himself up with hopes of ob- 
taiuing rpdressj first from tbe I/)rd Ghambenain^ ^nd afterwardo^ 
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by putting the laws concerning Tagrants in force against the delin- 
qoeDt players, la both these expectations he found himself dis- 
appointed. The losses fell so heavy upon him, that he Mas under 
the Decessity of giving up the contention, iu order to secure a small 
part of the property he had imprudently risked in this unfortunate 
uodertaddng. 

The person who now succeeded to tlie patent of Drnry Lane play- 
house was Charles Fleetwood, Esq. a gentleman who at one period 
of his life had possessed a very large fortune, of which at this time 
9. small portion only remained. He purchased not only the share 
helooging to Mr. Highmore, but those of all the other partners ; 
aod 80 Uttle value was then set upon the Theatre, that the whole 
sum which he disbursed for it hardly n\ore than exceeded the half 
of what Mr. Highmore had before paid. The revolting actors 
were by this time become dissatisfied with their situations. A 
treaty was therefore opened, and soon concluded, for their return 
to Drury Lape. 

Although dramatic entertainments were not at this time sup- 
ported by the abilities of any actors of extracM-dinary merit, and the 
characters of tho^e excellent performers who bad lately been lost 
from Drury Lane were very ill supplied, yet this period seems to 
have been particularly marked by a spirit of enterprise which pre- 
vailed in Uieatrical aflairs. The ill fortune of Mr. Odell, at 
Goodman's Fields, had not extinguished the expectations of an- 
other schemer, who solicited and obtained a subscription for 
building a magnificent playhouse in that part of the town ; and, in 
spite of all opposition, it was completed and opened on the ^d 
ityof October 1732, with the play of King Henry IF. Mr. 
Gi&rd, this new proprietor, however, did not remain long there. 
In 1733 the house in Covent Garden was finished, and Mr. Rich's 
company immediately removed thither, which occasioned the old 
huilding in Lincoln's Inn Fields to be deserted. Mr. Gifiard was 
^ advised, that it would be more fur his advantage to quit 
Goodman's Fields, and take the vacaiii edifice. He accordingly 
agreed for it in )73<}, apd acted there during the two ensuing 
jear^. 

Soon afterwards, thongh at a time m hen so many Theatres were 
employed to divert the pubiiCy and when none of them were in a 
flourishing state, the imprudence and ei^trayagance of a gentleman, 
^ho possessed genius, vyrit, and humour, in a high degree, obliged 
l^m to strike out a new species of entertainment, which in the end 
produced an extraordinary change in the constitution of the dra- 
oiatic system. To trxlricate himself out of difficulties in which 
he was involved, and probably to revt^nge some indignities which 
bad been thrown ppon him by people m power, that admirable 
Pinter and accurate observer of life^ the late Henry Fielduig, do- 
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termined fo ^unuse the to\i'n at the expense of some pefibiis \t\ 
high rank, and of great influence iu the political world : {(» this 
tpur|rose he got together a company of performers^ who exhibited 
at the Theatre in the Haymarket, under the whinisica) title of the 
Great Mogul's Company of Comedians. The piece he representee! 
was Pasquiny nhich was acted to crowded audiences for fifty suc- 
cessive nights. Encouraged by^the favourable reception this per-* 
formance met with, he determined to continue at the same place 
the next season, \^hen he produced several new plays, some of 
which were applauded, and the rest condemned. As soon as th^ 
novelty of the dcHgn w^as over, a visible difTerence appeared be- 
tween the audiences of the two years. Tlie company, which, a^ 
the play-bills said, dropped from the cloudsi, were disbanded ; and 
the manager, not having attended to the voice of economy in hi^ 
prosperity, was left no richer nor more independent than when he 
fust engaged in the project. 

The severity of Mr. Fielding's satire in these pieces had galled 
the minister to that degree, that the impression was not erased 
ifotn his mind when the cause of it had lost all effect. He medi- 
tated therefore a severe revenge on the stage, and determined to 
prevent any attacks of the like kind for the future. In the ei^ecu- 
tion of this plan he steadily persisted ; and at la^t had the satisfac- 
tion of seeing the enemy, which had given him ao much uneaMness, 
effectually restrained from any power of annoying him on the public; 
theatres. An Act of Parliament passed, in the year 17379 which 
forbad the representation of any performance not previously li- 
censed by the Lord Chamberlain^ pr in any plac^ except the ci^ 
of Westminster and the liberties thereof, or vyhere the royal family 
should at any time reside. It also took from the Crown the power 
of licensing any more Theatres, and inflicted heavy penalties on 
those who should hereafter perform in defiance of the regulations 
in the statute. This unpopular act did not pass withoi^t oppo8j|>- 
tion. It called forth the eloquence of Lord ChesteriSeld in a 
speech, wherein all the arguments in favour of this odious law were 
answered, the dangers which might ensue from it were pointed out^ 
and -the little necessity for such hostilities against the stage clearly 
demonstrated. It also excited an ^lann in the people at large, as 
tending to intrcxiuce restraints on the liberty of the press. Manv 
pamphlets were published agaipst the principle of the act ; and it 
was combated in every shape in which wit, ridicule^ or argument, 
could oppose it All these, however, availed nothing; the mi- 
nister had resolved, an^ the parliament was too compliant to slight 
a bill which came recommended from so powerful a quarter. It 
therefore passed into a law, and freed the then, and all future, mi- 
nisters from any apprehensions of mischief from the \yit or malic^ 
of dramatic writers. 
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The year 1741 was rendered remarkable in the theatrical world 
by the appearance of an actor, whose genius seemed intended to 
adorn, and whose abilities were destined to support, the st^e. 
This was die late Mr. Garrick ; wlio, after experiencing some 
stilts from the managers of Drury Lane and Govent Garden, 
determined to make trial of his dieatrical qualifications at the play- 
house in Goodman's Fields^ under the direction of Mr. Giffard, 
who was at diat time permitted to perform there without molest- 
ation. The part he chose for his first appearance was that of 
Richard the Third ; in which he displayed so clear a concepdon 
of the character, such power of execution, and a union of talents so 
varied, extensive, and unexpected, as soon fixed his reputation as 
die first actor of his omyi or any former time. His fame spread 
through every part of the town with die gieatest rapidity; and 
GooctoAan's Fidds Theatre, which had been confined to the inlia- 
hitants of the city, became the resort of the polite, and was ho- 
noured with the notice of alt ranks and orders of people. 

At Goodman's Fields Mr. Garrick remained but one season ; 
after which he^ removed to Drury Lane, where he continued to in- 
crease his reputation, and, by a prudent attention to die dictates of 
frngality and discretion, acquired a character which pointed him 
out as a proper person to succeed to the management of dieTliealre 
a few years after ; and a fortune which enabled him to accompHsti 
liiat point when the opportunity offered. 

The affairs of Drury Lane Theatre suffered all the mischiefs 
which could arise from the imprudence or inability of the manager. 
That gentleman had embarrassed his domestic concerns by almost 
every species of misconduct, and involved himself in such diffi- 
eulties, that there remained no other means of extricating himself 
from them than by abandoning his country, and retiring abroad. 
About the year 1745 the whole of his property in the Theatre was 
either mortgaged or sold ; and the patent, which had been assigned 
to some creditors, was advertised to be disposed of by public auc- 
tion. T^vo bankers, Messis. Green and Amber, became Uie pur- 
chasers ; and ihey received into the management (he late Mr. 
Lacey, to whom the conduct of the Theatre was relinquished. 
The calamities of the times affected the credit of many persons at 
this juncture ; and among the rest of the new managers, who found 
tbemselves obliged to stop payment. Tlieir misfortunes occasioned 
Ae patent again to become the object of sTile: it was offered to 
several persons, -but few appeared to have courage enough to ve^v- 
ture upon it, even at the very low price then asked for it. At 
length it was proposed by Mr. Lacey, that he and Mr. Garrick 
AouH become joint-purchasers. ITie offer was accepted. A 
TBneHTil of the patent was solicited and obtained. All the preli- 
^hinories were in a short time -settled;, and; in the year 1747 > tlie 
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house was opened with a prologue written by Dr* Johnson, and 
spoken by Mr.Garrick. 

From this period may be dated the 6ourishing state of the 
Theatre* The new partners were furnished with abilities to make 
their purchase advantageous to themselves, and useful to the public. 
Mr. Gfirrick's admirable performances insured them great audi- 
ences ; and the industry and attention of Mr. Lacey were employed 
in rendering the house convienient to the frequenters of it. They 
both exerted their endeavours to acquire the favour of the town ; 
luid the preference which was given to them over their rivals at the 
other Theatre sufficiently proved the superior estimation they were 
|ield in. The harmony which subsisted between them contributed 
to the success of their undertaking, and their efforts in the end 
procured them both riches and respect. 

The month of December 176I was marked with the death of 
Mr. Rich, who had been manager under the patents granted by 
Charles the Second almost fifty years. His peculiar excellence 
in the composition of those perfonnances which demanded show 
and expense enabled him, with an indifferent company of actors, to 
make a stand against the greatest performers of bis time: he was 
unrivalled in the representation of his favourite character Harle- 
quin, and possessed, with many foibles, some qualities which com- 
manded the esteem of his friends and acquaintance. On his de- 
cease, the business of Covent Garden Theatre was conducted by 
his son-in-law Mr. Beard. 

In the year 1763 Mr. Garrick, by the advice of his physicians, 
went abroad, in order to relax from the fatigues of his profession; 
and to re-establish his health, which had been much broken by an 
uninterrupted exertion of his abilities on the stage. He was ab- 
sent two seasons, and then returned to the Theatre, where he re- 
mained until the year 1776. 

The Theatre in the Hay market had for some years been occupied 
in the summer-time by virtue of licenses from the Lord Chamber- 
lain. In tli^ mouth of July 1765, it was advanced to the dignity 
of a Theatre Royal ; a patent being then made out to Mr. Foote, 
authorizing him to build a theatre in the city and liberties of West- 
minster, and to exhibit dramatic performances, &,c. therein, from 
the 14th day of May to the 14th day of September, during his life. 
On this grant being passed, the patentee purchased the old play- 
house, which had been built in 17^0, and imndediately pulled it 
down. It was rebuilt in the course of the next year, and opened 
in the month of May 1767. Mr. Foote very successfully managed 
this Theatre until the season before his death. 

From th^ decease of Mr. Rich, Covent Garden Theatre had 
been intrusted to the direction of his son-in-law Mr. Beard, who 
iutroduced sevi^ral musical pieces to the stage, which Mere receive^ 
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with applause, and brought considerable profits to thoi^e concerned 
in the ltt>use. Itie taste of die public inclined very much to diis 
species of performance for several seasons ; but^ about the year 
l*7(i6, die audiences beginning to lessen, and the acting manager 
finding no relief for a deafness with which he had long been af- 
flicted, he became desirous of retiring from the bustle of a theatre 
to the quiet of private life. In the summer of 1767 a negotia- 
tion was set on foot by Messrs. Harris and Rutherford, for the 
purchase of all the property in the playhouse \vhich belonged to the 
then proprietors ; but the advantage of having a capital performer 
as one of the sharers being suggested^ Mr. Powell was invited to 
join with them, and he recommended Mr. Colman as a person 
from whom die undertaking would receive great benefit. The 
proposal being assented to by the several parties, the property of 
the Theatre was assigned in August 17t)7 ; the conduct of the stage 
was intrusted to Mr. Colman, and the house opened on the 14th 
of September with the comedy of The Rehearsal ; and a prologue 
^vritten by Paul Whitehead, and spoken by Mr. Powell. 

The disputes which soon afterwards arose among the new ma- 
nagers are unworthy of any notice, on account of the virulence and 
acrimony with which each party seems to have been inflamed ; it 
is sufficient to observe, that after they had continued a long time, 
and had received a judicial determination, they were amicably 
siided. 

Mr. Rutherford sold his share to Messrs. Leake and Da<;<re. 
Mr. Powell died in July 1769 ; and his widow afterwards married 
Dr. Fisher, who by that means became entitled to some part of 
her late husband's interest in the Theatre. Mr. Colman managed 
the affairs of the stage until the year 1774, when his right was pur- 
chased by the rest of his partners, to whom it was imnrediately 
aligned. 

On the 9.3d of January 1774, Mr. Lacey died, leaving his 
property in Drury Lane Theatre to his son Willoughby Lacey, 
£sq. who continued to carry on the business of the stage in great 
tarnnony with his father's old friend and partner. At length an 
event took place, which the admirers of theatrical entertainments 
had long expected with concjem, and now viewed with regret. Mr. 
Garrick, at a period when his powers had suffered little injury 
from time, and in the height of his fame and popularity, deter- 
mined to relinquish all connexion^ with the stage, and retire to the 
honourable enjoyment of a large fortune, acquired in the course of 
near forty years spent in the service of the public. His last ap- 
pearance was in the character of Don Felix, in the play of The 
Wonder f acted on the 10th day of June 177(>, for a charitable 
henefit. He was honoured with a brilliant and crowded audience, 
#nd was dismissed with the loudest applauses ever heard in a 
Aeatre. Tlie obligations which the public are und^r to Uv\\\ ^<^i 
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liie d^oeHcy and propriety of oqr present drantattc pcdWBaace0, 
will ev^r entitle hiui to the gratetW respect of the worU, inde- 
jpeiideut of his extraordinary merit either as ae actor or asan aitkhor. 

The persons to \vhc»n Mr. Garrick transferred his imenast in the 
^eatre, at the price of 55,000/. were, Mr. Sheridan, a yomig geii<- 
tleman who had already distinguished himself as the att^or of two 
excellent dramatic pie(^es, one of which, TAe Duenna^ had heen 
mor^ successful than any recent production ; Mr. TboBun lin- 
ley, an eminent composer ; and 'Dr, Ford, a physician. These 
gentlemen, apparently distrusting their abilities for so new an on^ 
d^rtaking, called to their aid tbe experience of Mr. Sheridan's 
father, who was deputed to be the acting manager. But this 
system, for reasons which have not transpired, lasted but a Aoit 
lime. The elder Mr. Sheridan gave up his post ; and Mr. Laoey, 
at about the same period^ sold hiH share of the Theatre to his re- 
maining partners. 

The succeeding year produced a revolution in the Theatre Royal 
in the Hay market. Mr. Foote, who^ after he had obtained the 
patent, conducted the affairs of his house with considerable success, 
and annually acquired a large income as proprietor and managei^ 
mas induced to transfer his Theatre to Mr^ Colman, in consider- 
ation of an annuity, and some particular advantages as a performer^ 
The reasons which prompted iiioi to take this step were supposed 
to have arisen from an infamous prosecution, which had beea m»> 
liciously (as was generally believed) instituted against kim. The 
event of his trial freed him from the charge ; but the vexation of 
mind which it occasioned so much injured has health, that it pro- 
bably contributed to shorten his life* He , died at Dover, on bis 
way to the Continent, the 2ist day of October 177 7« 

Notwithstanding Mr. Garrick had quitted the theatre as ]na<*- 
nager and performer, he did not jentirefy relinquish his attention to 
the stage ; he continued to assist aiome authors and actors, and 
promoted the advantage of the new patentees occasionally with hia 
advice and assistance. The loss of a man who had taken so con- 
siderable a part in the dramatic line for such a number of years, 
^ cannot but be esteemed as an epocha in the annals of the stage* 
He died on the £Oth JSnuary 1779 ; ^d went to the grave with 
the universal admiration of the public at large, and with the par- 
ticular concern of his numerous friends and connexions. 

The first season of Mr. Colman's managemeiit at the Haymarket 
Theatre [1777] introduced to a London audience three performers 
of great merit, in their respective departments of the drama ; and 
to v^hom the metropolis was long afterwards indebted for mucii 
theatrical amusement; we mean Miss Farren (now Countess of 
Derby), Mr. Henderson, and Mr. jEdwin ; the former of whom 
^fterwardjt bevam^ aa^valu^lt adjunct to Drury Lane^ and th# 



IFTRODrCTlON. A 

tm fatter to Covent Garden Theatres. On tfa^ f7th of Augudt^ 
1778, Mr. Bannister, jun. made his first appearance on any stage^ 
at the UzLymsLtketf as Dick in The jipprerttice, for his father's be-* 
nefit He was engaged the following season at Dmry Lane 
Theatre, under the tuition of Mr. Garrick, as a tragedian, an4 
was a pretty successful representative of Zaphna^ Hamlet, Romeo^ 
tic. 2lc.: the true bent of his genius, however, was developed in 
the following year, by his performance of Don Ferolo Whisker* 
•ndos, in The Critic ; and the buskin he soon laid aside for the 
8ock. 

On tfie 12di of October 1782, burst upon the to\vn a theatrical 
itar of die first i^agnitude — Mrs. Siddons, from Bath, who ap« 
peared at Dmry Lane Theatre, in the character of Isabella. The 
excellence of her performance was acknowledged aiid applauded 
by every person in the house ; but the surest test of its merit was, 
the universal sympathy of the spectators in the distresses of the 
heroine; evinced, not only by izopipus streams of tears, but 
several ladies were actually tfirown into fits by the ^' cunning of 
" the scene.'' Her fame was at once established as the first tra* 
gdian in Europe ; and the numerous characters which she sue-* 
cenivelv added to that of Isabella, fully justified the award of a 
diicemn^ public. From the gentlemen of the bar Mrs. Siddons 
Itemed, by the hands of Messrs. Pigot and Fielding, a purse of 
s hundred guineas, accompanied with ^ very polite letter, declaring 
dieir high admiration of her talents. 

The SOth of September, in the following year, introduced at 
Ae same theatre her accomplished brother, Mr. John Philip 
Keioble, firom the Theatre Royal of Dublin : the part which he 
diose for his debut was Hamlet; and a more finished picture had 
certaiul^ not been exhibited on the stage since the b^t days of 
Garrick. 

On the 2d of October the Covent Garden Company derived an« 
other valuable accession in a different department of the drama, in 
tbe person of Mr. John Johnstone, from Dublin, who made his first 
jppearance as the hero in the comic opera of Lionel and Clarissa. 
ror some time Mr. Johnstone continued to be^the leading singer in 
operatic pieces ; but at lengthhe discovered such extraordinary merit 
in the humorous, yet chaste and correct, representation of Irish 
characters, that he vei;y soon appropriated that species of ac^i^, 
i& which he has not at the present day his equal in the kii^;dom. 

On the 24th of May 1785, Mrs. Bellamy took her leave of the 
Btage ; the managers of Drury Lane Theatre having generously 
granted her a benefit. The play yi^s Braganza ; and Mrs, Ys^ea^ 
who had retired from the profession, stepped forward to aid the 
unfortunate lady, by her performance of the Dutchess, in which 

|be was ini<mtabU. At the end of the tragedy Min FanciUPfi4t 




/ 



iA introduction; 

H poetical BBirmB^^, in behalf of Mrs. Bdlitf^) niindl omAiMI 

ivitb these linett: 

'^ But secf, oppressM with gratitude and ttaw, 
«'. To pay her duteous tribute she appears." 

The curtaia then drew, and discovered Mrs. Bellamy ; who was 
to have spoken a few hnes ; but her powers were auuihilated by 
lier feelings ; and, in plain prose, she expressed herself to this 
effect : " That she felt the utmost gratitude for the favour of the 
*' house ; that her professions were unfeigned, and that her tears 
'^ were forther proofs of her sincerity f-" 

Mrs, Jordan's first appearance in a London theatre was at Drury 
L^ne, on the 18th of October 1785. This Jady came recommended 
to the managers by Mr. Smith, the comedian, who had seen her per- 
form at York, and thought that she might be useful to the theatre 
4s second to Mrs. Siddons. Mrs. Jordan, however, though pos- 
3es3ed of considerable talent as a tragedian, very prudently judged 
it more desirable to take the first form in comedy than the second 
m tragedy ; and she accordingly made choice of The Cduntry Girl 
for her debut ; this she followed up soon after with Priscilla Tomboy, 
Kell in The Devil to Pay, Miss Hoyden, Miss Prue, Corinna, 
&c. ; and it was unanimously admittecj^ that her equal in that line 
bad not been seen in a British theatre since the retirement of Mr«f« 
Clive. 

On the 25th of November i^ this year, the stage sustsuiied a 
very severe loss by the death of Mr. Henderson, who had obtained 
the first honours of his profession under disadvantages which no* 
thing but very superior talents could have overcome. His per£|po 
was not striking, nor were his features interesting. He had no-* 
thing in his appearance to create, at first sight, that surprise and 
admiration which conciliate favour and prejudice judgment. His 
excellencies were of the most solid land ; they depended on a 
inind gifted with wonderful powers of feeling, and with powers of 
expression equally wonderful. Of the great compass of his talents 
the proof is, easy : he was the lineal successor of almost all the firsts 
performers in the preceding age ; of Quin in Falstaflf, Woodward 
m Bobadil, Macklin in Shylock^ Mossop in Zanga, Digges in 
Wols^, Barry in Evander, and Garrick in Richard, Lear,^ene- 
dick, Sir Jphn Brute, and almost all his other characters ; but th« 
greatest triumph of the comic Muse, perhaps, was Henderson's 
represeutjition of the fat knight Falstaff : it is prpbafaje, " We ne'er 
^^ shall look qpon its lik^ again !" 

On the 30th of J^ue 1787, Mr. John Palmer opened anev 
jplayHouse, called the Royalty Theatre, near Well^lose Sqiiare^ 
which had been built by subscription, on a spacious ^d elegant 
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istaitf Odder (he kfeft that the Juslices.of the Toweir Hamlets wem 
empowered^ by the rajaity of diat foftress, to license the prnfornn* 
anee of plays: it- proved,. however, to be very different ; for, after 
the ni^t of opening, when As You like li, aiad Miss in her Teens^ 
were performed for the ben^t of)^ public charity, the theatre im-» 
mediately closed, and the entertainments afterwards exhibited wel^e 
Imriettas, dances, and pantomimes, in the maimer of those per^' 
formed at Sadler's Wells, &c. The idea of a permission to perfofm 
plays had been ^o far indulged by the proprietors, that Messrs*- 
Quick, Johnstone, Ryder, Mrs. Wells, Mi-s. Martyr, &c. &c. 
were actually engaged; and their abilities, joined to those of M^essrs. 
Palmer and Bannister, sen. (who did perform on the re-<^f)enkig. of 
the house), would certainly have been sufliciently attractive to have 
rendered the theatre of material consequence. Messrs. Harris, 
linley, and Colman, persisted in their (tetermination of opposing 
it in every sU^e ; and even when it was opened for musical and 
pantomimical performances an information was laid against Mr. 
Deipini, for oidy crying out '^ Roast Beef" whilst acting the part 
of theClo\vn hi a pantomime; and two magistrates were lined lOQ/,- 
eacfa, and rendered incapable of acting in the commission of the 
peace, for having discharged Mr. Bannister, when informed against 
as a vagabond. The circumstances relative to openhig the thea^^ 
maybe explained by the following address, which was read by Mr* 
Palmer after the play and farce were over; 
• '^ Ladies and G^tlemen, 

'' I am sorry, on the first night that I have the honour of seeing 
'^this libeatre graced by so splendid an appearance, to be obliged 
No trouble you with the peculiar circumstances of my situation, 
** 1 had flattered myself that I should be able, during die sunmier' 
*^ months, to exert my. best endeavours in your service. 
. " This theatre was built under a letter of approbation from the 
''•Lieutenant Governor of the Tower; and being Mtuatid irt' 
** a palace and fortress, in a district immediately within his juris*»* 
'' diction, hk consent, added to a license obtained from the ma-> 
''gistrates, authorizing a place of public entertaimnent, watf' 

I ^ deemed legal authority.. 

I *' The first stone of the building was laid on the 26th of Deoem-* 
^ ber 1735 ; at that time the managers of the theatres at the \\'est 
''end of the town made no kind of objection. In the course of 
'• last summer, when I performed at the little Theatre in the 
"Haymarket, Mi**Coln)an wrote a prologue, which I spoke on my 
'^ benefit-night ; and, among <)thers, were the following lines ; 

♦' For lue, whose utmost aim is your delight* 
'' Accept the humble offering of this night } 
'^ To please^ wherever placM, be still my care, 
^' M Dmry« Upmarket* or W«llclesf S(]«ar^ 
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" '^ At Mr. CMmaa knew die pkn I hid tfien in ynrnff it was ftif 
** to condtide that be did not meditate wm oppoution. Mr. Harris, 
** of Coveut Garden Theatre, gave his consent in writing that Mr, 
H Quick should be engaged here. After all ihiSy to my great asto- 
*^ nishment, when a large expense had beeo incurredi and this 
<^ hoose was completely ready for opening, the three m«iagers 
^ thought good to publish in the newspapers extracts from different 
'^ acts of Parliameiit, accompanied with their joint resolution to 
** put the acts in force i^ainst this theatre : they went a step fiur« 
'^ ther, they served me with this notice/' 
[Here Mr. Palmer read a copy of a notice sent to him^ signed by 

Thomas Linley, Thomas Harris, and Georee Colman, acmuiint«> 

ing liiih that iii^lnictioi>8 were given to lodgiinformati^^nst 

him for every appearance he sl:Ould make in any play^ or scene of 

a play, at any unlicensed theatre, contrary to the statute.] 

^^ I have the satisfaction to find, that those three gentlemen are 
^* the only enemies to this undertaking ; and it will be for thenw 
^ sdves to consider whether they are not, at the same time, op- 
^ posing the voice of the public. 

^ For mysdf, I have embarked my all in this theatre; persuaded 
^ that, under the sanction I obtained, it was perfectly legal \'9>-*ia Uie 
'^ event of it, every thing dear to my family is involved. 

^ I was determined to strain every nerve to merit your ftvour ; 
'^ but when I consider the case of other performers who have beeit 
^' also threatened with prosecutions, I own, whatever risk I rum 
^ myseifi I feel too much to risk for th^n. 

^ I had promised a benefit play fOr the itse of the London Hos- 
^ Dftal ; and all the performers agreed with me that one night at 
^itast shoidd be employed for so useful a purpose. 

^' We have not performed for hire, gain, or reward; and we hope 
^ that the three managers, with the magistrates in their interest, 
^ w91 neither deem benevolence a misdemeanor, nor send us, for 
^ an act of charity, to hard labour in the House of Correction. 

^*1 beg pardon for trespassing thus long upon your patience: 
'^ circumstanced as diings are, and a combination being formed to 
^ oppress and ruin me, it is not at present in my power to ^e o^t' 
'^ ano^er pliqr. 

*^ Under the act of Pariiament that empowered magistrates to 
'< allow ceilain performances, I obtained a license ; and to whatever 
^'-purpose of innocent amnsement this theatre may be converted,' 
^^'your future patronage will abundantly compensate for every* 
'^ difficulty I have had to encounter. 

** Tumblers and dancing dogs might appear unmolested before 
'' you ; but the other performers and myself stainiing forward to 
*^ exhibit a moral play is deemed a crime. 

'^ The purpose; however^ for which we have this night exerted, 
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^mxmdiim, way serve ^to diow dial a dieaire Mar Welldoat 
** Square may be as usefiil as in Coveal GUardeBi Urury Lane^ 
^^ Dt the Haymaiiel.. 

'' AH dial remaiM, at pceseni, ia to retan yoit my grateM 
" ibwaka for ibe lodiilgeDce widi which yoo have honoured me ihia 
f oi^, 1 f^lrbelar to eniar^ upon that sitbject; my hearl ia loo 
** hSl ; I shall ever be devoled to your service. 
. /' Until it is announced that this house shall be again opened 
'' wiyi a species of ent«<lauioient nol subjecting me to danger, i 
^ humbly take my leave/' 

This address produced several newspaper insertions; in pavlicu- 

lar one from Mr. Quick, who stated, that die only writing he ever 

IBCttved from Mr. Harris on the subject was so fur from a consent^ 

that it tended entirely to prove the uncertain and dai^^etous ground 

on which the proprietors of the Royalty Theate were going^^— 

An address from Mr. Harris himself also appeared m the public 

finis, exculpating himself from any charge of duplicity, and af<* ^ 

finniiig that Mr.. Palmer had, till the Monday before opening Ins 

theatre, always mamtained that he had sufficient authority to per» 

form plays, and by diis affirmation many respectable performers 

bad been deceived : Mr» H. concluded by offering the* use of Co^ 

Yent Garden Theatre and wardrobe, for three mghts, to those^wlio, 

by relying on Mr. Palmer's assurances, had been distressed ; which 

o&r, beii^ construed into an insult by the performers of the Boy* 

dty, was treated in the papers with contempt. 

Mr. Colman also, to exculpate himself of the diarge of the lines 
IQ Mr* Palmer's address, inserted a paragraph, declaring that he 
did it in consequence of Mr. Palmer's statement, that he had $u& 
ficient authority for his plan ;. and that, as he did not intend to 
^pen his new theatre in the summer, he, of course, could not in- 
terfere with the interests of die Haymarket house : whereas Mr. 
P. m contradiction to his promise, opened in June. 

The Royalty opened again oa the Sd of July, with a variety of 
BMisical, scenic, and panton^mic ^ihibitioas-; in the lalter Mr. 
Palmer hiaiself performed, and gained new reputation in a line 
thttbe had hitherto never attempted. Mr. Bannister, with the 
Warmest d^ee of friendship, refused to return to the winter the- 
atres, nnd determined to stick by his^ieud Palmer to die last.—* 
The principal performers, during the time the Royalty remained 
^pen afterwards, were, Mii.J. Palmer, Mr. Bannister, Mr. Sedg-^ 
wick, Mr. W, PaUper, Mr. Leoni, Mr. Lee- Lewes, Master (now 
Mr.) Braham, Mf., Collins (author of The Brush), Mr. Bates, 
Mr. Arrowsmith, . Mr. Follet, sen. Mr. Follet, jun. Mr. Rees; 
Mr. Delpini, Mr. Holland, 8(c. &e. — ^Miss George, Mrs. Gibbs, 
)^. WeUv Mrs. Warrel^ Mrs. Burnett, Miss Burnett^ &c. 8cc. 

^ da 



8&c/ivit(i'& ntnneroiid company of iigure-danc^i^^ pttntoniiin^ ]^^ 
formers^ chorus-^ingiera, &c. 

On the gth of June ITSS, after a serrice of 35 years, Mr.' 
Smith, of Drury Lane Theatre, rethred" from the stage ; taking 
leave of the audience in an Appropriate iKldress. 
< Cki the 17th of June, in the foUowing year, the King's Tlieatr« 
in the Haymarket was destroyed by fire. 

! The summer season of 1 790 introduced the prteseiit Mr. Colman 
is manager of the Haymarket Theatre, iti the room of his filther^ 
if^ho unfortunately laboured under mental derangiement. 

On the 31st of October died, aged 42, diat eccentric and- fa- 
"vourite comediaui Mr. Jphn Edwin ; whose loss was severely feli 
both at the Govent Garden and Haymarket theatres ; and of wbotii 
k has been^ well said', that O'Keeffe and he played into endU 
^er s hands; the one was bora to act what the other wrote ; aiid 
•0 great was the similarity of conception in O'Keeffe, and of ex- 
pression in Edwin, that, but for, the mutual support they Fecei«firl 
Irdm each other, the public had probaUy been deprived of tb«i 
cxertitms of both. 

As a successor to the cast of characters which had been 1^ 
iKicaiit by the death of Edwm, Mr. Munden, from the Chester 
(heatfe^ was engaged at Covent Garden, vrhere he madb his first 
appearance on the 9A of December 179^^ >n the very dissimilar 
Mrts of Sir Francis Giipe, in The Bu9^ Bodyy smd Jemmy 
Jumps, in The Farmer ; and in both (exhibited a promise of ta* 
lents which have since ripened into a state of high perfection ; 
but to th(s peculiar line of business which had been occtfpied by 
£is predecessor, Mr* Munden added that of representing old men 
serious and pathetic^ as well as comic ^ for his excellence in whiirh^ 
we need only refer to his performance of CMd Dbmtoii, in Tht 
Moad to Ruipf, and other similar characters. 

On the 4th of June 1791, the old Drury Lane Theatre closei 
for the last ikne : it having been resolved to take it down, and re^ 
huild a more commodious house on the site. But, as it was irti^ 

J>ossibIe that this object could be effected against the usu^il tini« 
or rec-opening the winter season, the newly-built 0|>cra Ho'uso(or 
King's ITieatre), in the Haymarket, was taken for ia time, mrA 
opened by the Drury I^nii?^^ company, Sept. 2^, with' a prehide^ 
called Poor Old Drury, an^ an advance in the prices of admission, 
of one shilling to the boxes, and sixpeifce to the pit; which madii 
the former 6s, and the latter 3^. 6d. 

The precedii^ day had introduced Mr. Fawcett, from the Yo*t 
theatre, at Covent Garden, in the character of Caleb, in lie woiCi 
he a Soldier. His exertions that evening, in a part thitherto per*- 
formed by Mr. Edwin, gave an eailiest of the popularity at whicK 
he has since anivcd as a comic actor.. 



On Ae rrth of Septiember 179^,Covent Garden Theatm openf^ 
for the season ; and, on account of the extensive improvements which 
liad been eveiy where made iti it, might justly claim to be called a. 
new house. Having e^cpended 25,000/. on the buitding, and" 
considerably enlarged ,his company, Mr. Harris required n sm^U 
advance in the prices of admission ; namely, that the boxe» shoulcit 
h &. and the pit Ss. 6d, He conceived^ and, w« think, justly^ 
that, in a country professing obedience to the law, he had a right* 
to offer his services to the public on terms proportionate to Ifae' 
capital which hie had advanced. But a custom becoming very pre*^ 
Talent, and menacing alarming consequences, viz. that of aoidinff 
ky the clipnorous determination of a riotous part of the audience^ 
pirodaced an altercation and discussion which was a dishonour te^ 
the country "* : for if a manager propose any thing unjust, or ilie-^ 
|al, it is in the power of the Lord Chamberlain and of the law to^ 
punish him; but if not, he i$ certainly entitled, in common whk 
every other man of liseful talents and commendable industry, lo 
the protection of the civil power and of the Government. In oii^ 
thing only, upon this occasion, do we discern any fair ground foi* 
]mblic complaint; and that was, in an attempt (certainly ill-advised) 
to abolish the one-shilling gallery. The impropriety 6{ this mea-« 
turewas soon generally acknowledged ; and in a fortnight's timc^ 
t gallery was erected and opened. 

In 1793 the proprietors of the Drury Lane patent, not having 

been able to finish their new house in time for the custoitiSK-y covn^ 

xoencement of the season, nor being allowed to occupy,, ^s before, 

the Opera House (which now became again the King's Theatre, the 

PaatlK^, wh^re theJtalian opera had for atti^ne b^eii performeU| 

kmg coBsutned by lire on the 14th Jan, 179^)9 made arrangementji 

with Mr. Colman, j^o. in order that the public might not be der« 

^ved of a second theatre to resort to during tlie winter months^ 

IQd opened the Little Theatre; in the Hayn^arket, with the Drury 

lane ^company) on the 19th of September; commencing theii; 

campaign with The MomUaineers. This season, however, wai| 

productive of a dreadful catastrophe. On the 3d of Februai^r 

1794, their Majesties having commanded My Grandmother, Nq 

Smg no Supper, and The Prize, tlie crowd was so great at the 

pt dopr,. thai;, \vheB it wais opened, a gentleman was thrown 

tiOwn the stairs ; and, the people pushing forward, others fell over 

bim, and were trampled upon by those who were still rushing in* 

The groan3 and screams of the dying and maimed were truly 

ibookieg; while those who were literally treading their fellow-^ 

^eaturilPtto death, had it not in their power to recede from th^ 

l&ischief they were doing. The bodies were carried with all possible 

* See Vol. III. p. 176, an. 3>|* 
d4 
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^OLffdhSon to die neighbouring houses, 9ad wfHj means 9ied[ 10 
lestore ttiimfttion ; but fifteen persons -of both series had been 
killed; among ^honi ivere Benjamin Pingo, Esq. York HeraM^^ 
abd J. C. Brooke, Esq. Somerset Herald, of the Heralds' College* 
Kearly twenty others suffered material mjury in bruises, broken 
mms and legs ; some of whom did not survive many days. Thit 
melancholy accident wa3 not made known to their Majesties till 
after their return home. 

The new Theatre Royal in Drury Lane, which had been built 
hj Mr. HoUapd, being now internally comfdeted in a most taste* 
lul and elegant style, was opened on the 12th of March with a 
grand selection of sacred music from Handel's works, conuneaeing^ 
with the Coronation Anthem. The orchestra was so fitted up aa 
to represent the inside of a Gothic cathedral, and the house waa 
crowded in every part. It afterwards opened fof dramatic per* 
farmances on tlie 2l8t of April, with the tragedy' of Macbeik, and 
Ibe fwrce of The Virgin Unmasked, to an audience which com^ 
pletely overflowed long before the curtain arose, to the disappoints* 
ment of a much greater number than were gratified with a view of 
the superb spectacle which it presented. A prologue, written fot 
Ae occasion by the Right Hon. General Fitzpatrick, was spoken 

SMr. Kemble : it turned chiefly on the fostering ^shelter wbick 
e freedom and tranquillity of this country so happily give to th# 
liberal arts ; and the erection of that theatre was properly repre- 
arated as a monument to the Genius of Shakspeare, more suitabU 

'' Than the proud pyramid's unmeaning mass.** 

It concluded with a panegyric on the tragic and comic MuSes, 
and with profesnons of gratitude on the part of the managers, fof^ 
the public patronage that ^ad enabled them to erect a thaatre, in" 
which their favourite amusements could be exhibited with the best 
effect. The tragedy was represented with great magnificence of 
4kcoration, and with some novelties both in the conduct and ma- 
chinery of the fable. The scenes were ail new, and extremely 
beautiful. Of the novelUes in the management of the play the 
following were the most striking :«*-l he ^ost of Banquo did not 
enter in the scene of the festival ; but Macbeth ** bent his eye on va- 
cancy^'^^an alteration in which eveiy classical mind must agree vrith 
Mr. Kemble^. The high-crowned hats and lace-aprons of the 
witches were properly discarded : they were represented as preter- 
natural beings^ adopting no human garb, and distinguished only 
by the fellness of their purposes, and the fatality of their delusions, 
fiecate's companion-spirit descended on the cloud, and rose again 

"^ We are sorry to observe, that tHe mcftlf-laosd ghost of Bani^uo has agiia beea 
iDafic Yisiblc to the audie&ce. 
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%itb likiw Ib the cadldron scene, new wtofxps were introduced U> 
peMOnify the ** black spirits and white, blue spirits and grey ;^' and 
bere one would baVe imagined that the Muse of Fuseli had been 
the director of the scene. The evil spirits had serpents writhing 
round tfiem, which had a striking effect. — It was this eveuing*i| 
performance that first brought Mr. Charles Kemble before a Lon* 
don audience. He assumed the humble part of Malcolm, and 
was very well received.— ^Miss Farren spoke an excellent epi- 
logue, written by Mr. Colman, jun.; the argument of which 
was, that when some opulent peer, proud of his vertu, gives 
a public day, some stale housekeeper is appointed to explain 
|)ie beauties of the collection ; so on the opening of this new 
kouie, Ae was appointed to show it. She then assured th^ 
audience, that they need be in no fear of Jire, for they had water 
enough to '^ drowu them all in half a mmute;" the curtain theo 
draw, and showed a very fine river on the stage, on which a water* 
man, in his boat, passed to and fro ; in addition to this, they had 
an iron curtain preparing, so that, in case of fire, only the scenes 
?nd the actors could be burnt. It concluded with a view of Shak-^ 
•peare's monument, under his mulberry-tree, surrounded by a group 
of his own characters, with the Tragic and Comic Muses. Tluth 
scene terminated with the song of '' The mulberry-tree," and thi| 
flee of ** Where the bee sips." \ 

This theatre contained in the pit 800 persons ; the whole rango 
of b<Mie8 1828; two-shilling gallery 675; one-shilling gallery S08; 
to^I, 36l 1 ; amounting to 77 !/• &• ^Fliere were 8 private boxea 
on each side of the pit ; QQ boxes round the first tier, and 1 1 back 
front boxes ; £0 all round the s^econd tier, of which 1 1 were si< 
teats deep ; 10 on each side of the gallery, third tier ; boxes in 
die cove, 9 on each side. The diameter of the pit was 55 feet ; 
the opening of tlie curtain 43 feet wide ; heiglit pf the curtain 38 
£set; height of the house, from pit-floor to the ceiling, 5f) feel; 
inches. On accoun^t of the vast expense which had necessarilj 
attended the opening of the new theatre, there were no benefits 
given lo the performers this season. 

During the summer of this year, i. e. on the 14th pf August, 
died, at Paddington, George Colman, Esq. the patentee of the 
Haynuu'ket Theatre; whose abilities as a dramatist are well knowi^' 
to die public by his various works ; yet these were not more the 
subjects of praise, than his ^punctuality as a manager, and his li^ 
beral encouragement to other writers for the stage. His son, the 
present George Colman, Esq. who had ably and prosperously 
conducted tiie concern during the unhappy aJfHiction of the d^ 
ceased, succeeded to the patent. 

On the $Otb of November in this year died Mr. Robert Bad-^ 
deley, of Drury Lane Theatre ; an excellent low comedian, but 
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jdt&eflj dhitingBirfied by hn representatiomi of comic oMtntHu 
Jews, and Frenchmen. He was taken ill only the evening bdbrev' 
when he was nearly dressed for the character of M osies in 7%e: 
School for Scandal. By his will he left to the theatrical ftind hir 
cottage at Hampton ; in tnist| that diey should elect to reside in 
it soeb foiir of the fund pensioners as might not object to Kving^ 
i^iably under the same roof. In the house are two parlours for. 
their joint indulgence, and four separate bedchambers. T^ii^ be- 
quest is an instance of his benevolence, and of his respect for hir 
profession; but the manner in which it was done is even more 
honourable to the goodness of his heart, than the donatkm itself i 
that the decayed actors, who are to be diosctii by the fuiid com« 
mittee as tenants of this house, might not aplpear, in the eyes oP 
the neighbourhood, like dependents on charity^ ne left also a eeitain 
sum to be distributed, by those very tenants, to the needy around 
them. There was also to be a little summer-house, for tbe te- 
aaints to smoke their pipes in ; and it was to be so situated, at to 
eommand a view of the Temple of Shakspeare, erected by Mh 
Garrick. This summer-house was to be composed of part of the 
wood that belonged to old Drury Lane Theatre, the scene of 
Garrick's excellence and fame ; and the wood was bought oil pur- 
pose for this object. He also bequeathed the interest of lOC^; 9 
per cent, consols, to be annually expended on a twelfth cake^ 
irbh wine and punch, to be distributed in th^ great green-room' on 
Twelfth Night, to make the future sons and tfaughters of Thel^isr 
femember an old friend and member of the profession. 
• The same Theatre soon after sustained pother serious los^ iil 
Mr. William Parsons, a comic actor of superlative merit, dtid 
who had trod the stage forty-five years. He was bom Feb. €9; 
1796, and died Feb. 3, 179^« In the conception and execution 
of sttdi characters as Foresight, in Love for Love; Corbaccio, in 
Volpotke ; Sir Fretful Plagiary, in The Critic, &c. we never cx- 
^ct to see his equal ; but to his talents as a comedian, Mr. Par« 
isons added others, approaching to excellence, in the art of paints 
ing; particularly in fruit-pieces. 

From this time, nothing material occurred in stage-history till the 
rear 1796; when great curiosity was excited by a notice from Mr. 
Ireland, of Norfolk Street, Strand, announcing the discovery of 
some original MSS. of Shakspeare's ; of which pretended relics of 
our immortal bard, a large and splendid volume was actually pubr 
Kshed, containing what were called, a Fac-simile of Shakspeare's 
autograph* — Fac-simile of Queen Elizabeth's letter to him— -Fac-* 
simile of four miscellaneous papers— Fac-simile of a letter to 
Anna Hatherrewaye (whom Shakspeare afterwards married), en- 
closing a lock of bis hair — Fac-simile of a copy of iVerses to 
the same— Fac-simile of Shakspeare's letter Xq the £arl of 



Soiilhtiifpton*----Fk:-Miiiile dlE (Ale Bail's aOSwer^-^Fac-sHnile 
of Shakspeare's frefesdam of bis iUdi-*-^FW«tiliile of a letter to 
Ridnupd CowIej^^Fae^Miiltt of « pttt-chnwing, or sketch 4i 
Sbdkspciarey by hinlself^'^iqfth bb arms and'cres^t^ widi two »giia^ 
Iiires4>f Jiis «am«-~Fac-«iimle of Ibe ren^iise, widi bis mitials/ 8ce. 
—A deed of gift to WiMiafil Henrj Irekarfy with fac-sinii1«8 of 
kis signature aad aeat— ^Fac-moile of tributary lines to Irefend, 
wilb the arms of Ireiand aad Sb^tepeare linked together by a 
ckaiD, sketcbad by bimeel^Fai^siiiiile^ a p^n sketch of Ireland^s 
house ia Blackfriar»-^F»e-miile of tbe^arms of Sbakspeare and 
IrelaBd*^Fac-sinii|a of^ShakspiM-e in the cbaraders of Basss^- 
mo and Sbylo€k^ "wbole^Mngtb titHieddraiwiifgs^-^ Agreement Mith 
Lowin©^— Agreemmit >'wtb' 0<mdeUe-i-Lease to Michael Fraser 
aad his w ik, l>eed bf k*ast to John ' Heraynge^— Tragedy of 
King LeUr, wkb fac^sinftites'^FbeHniiiile of the first page of 
Hamkt. 

In the preface to this vfeA:, Mr« Ireland observed> ^^ From the 
^ first moment of this discev^ to the present hour, be has ince»- 
^ sanliy= bboured, by every ineans* ki bis powery to inform himself 
^ with respect to the validity df ihes^ interesting paperir. llirough* 
^ oat this period) there has 'm>|{)eeit an ingenious character, or diainH 
^* tetested individaal in #ie circle of fiterature^ to whose critical 
** eye he has net been earnest that the whole should be subjected, 
f^ He has courted, he has evenchaHenged'die critical judgment of 
'^ those who are best skilled in the poetry and phraseology of the 
'^titties in which Sb^kspear^ livedo a» well as those whose pro- 
'' fe^^n or course of study has made them conversant with anpieut 
*' deeds, writings, seals, and autographs. Wide and extensive sts 
^ this range may appear, and it iacludes tlie scholar, the man of 
" tastei Uie antiquarian, and the herald, his inquiries have not 
'^rested in the closet of the speculatist; he has been equally 
'' anxiotts that the whole should be submitted to the practical e\^ 
''perience of the mechanic, and be pronounced upon by the 
" paper-maker, &c. as well a^ by the author. He has ever been 
" desirous of placing them in any view, and under any light that 
''could be thrown upon them; and he has, in consequence, tjie 
'' satisfaction of annoimcing to the public, that, as far as he has 
^ been able to collect the sentiments of the several classes of 
'' persons above referred to, they have unanimously testified iii 
^ favour of their authenticity ; and declared that, where there was 
^ such a mass of evidences, internal and external, it was impos^ 
^ sible, amidst such various sources of detection, for the art of 
'' imkation to have hazarded so much without betl-aying itself; 
^ and, coHseqtiently, that these papers can be no other dian the 
** production of Sbakspeare himself." 

The whole was, however, soon afterwards avowed to be a 
foigery J see p, xix. [note], and 388—391 of this volume. 
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In the follownit; yetut^ viz« m die Itb of At>ril, Miss Bkrrel^ 

after the performance of Lady Tettdei ki TAe School for ScamdSf 
bade farewell to the atagOi leavhoig no actrees behind her of nearly 
equal talents in the line of genteel comedy. She retired, howeyeri 
to rank and affluence ; fcMr the Earl of Derby led her to the 
hymeneal altar on the 8th of May following. 

To oblige and serve his dd coadjutor lorn 'Kiiq(f Mr. Smithf 
after having retired from the stage ten years, returmd for a single 
nisht^ to perform, on the I8th of May 1798| for his benefit, his 
celebrated character of Charles Surface, in The School Jor Scan*' 
dal ; which he went throi^h, with little perceptible diminution of 
activity or excellence, at the age, we beueve, of 68 years., 

The most remarkable stage incident of diis year was, the 
sudden death of Mr. John Palmer, pa the liverpool stage ; whidi 
happened on the Sd of August, in die 57th year of his age. He 
had dined on the 29th of July with several persons belonging to 
the Theatre, and appeared to be rather low-spirited ; which was 
attributed. to the recent loss of his wife and son ; but on Wedne»- 
day, the first of August, he performed Young Wilding, in The 
Liar, with his accustomed vivacity. The next day he appeared 
again dejected^ nor could the efforts of his friends rouse hm from 
the melancholy in which he seemed to be sunk. In the evening 
he was to perform The Stranger ^ and in the first two acts exerted 
himself with great effect ; but in the third he appeared unusiiallj 
agitated, after uttering the words, 

" There is anoiher and a heiier world !*• 

Jn the first scene of the fourth act, while about to reply to Baroft 
Steinfort, he suddenly fell, heaved a convulsive sigh, and expired. 
The following paragraph is copied from an account of the death of 
.Mr. Palmer, said to have been written by Mr. Whitfield, who 
performed Baron Steinfort, and was with lum on the stag^ when 
the melancholy event took place : 

/'A few minutes before he was called to go on for the scene in 
** which he died, I asked him how he wasf he answered, Very 
^* poorly. From that moment I have reason to believe he did not 
*' speak till he went on the stage for the last time. He was mora 
** collected and correct through the whole, in regard to the worda 
*^ and the business, but more energetic and loud in the description 
** of his false friend, than when he performed the part before. 
** His voice seemed to crack, and at the end of the speech, ha 
*^ struck his head with great force, then crossed me, from my right 
^' hand to my left. The two short speeches he uttered after were 
** given rather faintly, but not more so than appeared perfectly 
*^ consonant to the situation of the character. After 1 put th^ 
"question, * Why did you not keep your children wiih you? they 
^* hould have amused you in many a dreary hour;* he turned, to 
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'^wfkjf mi, for the ^aoe of aboat ten secondi, be paused as if 
^waitng for the pcmipter to give him the word; then put out his 
^ nf^ hand, as if going to take hold of mine. It dropt, as to 
^ support his fall, but it had no power ; in that instant he fell, 
^ but not at full length, he couched m falling, so that bis head 
^< did not strike the stage with great violence* He never breadied 
^ after. I thmk I may venture to say he died without a paug''^.'* 

Medical assistance was immediately procured, and exerted, 
until every hope of recovery bad vanished, and the body was car* 
ried away on a bier.— -Mr. Aickin endeavoured, but was unable, 
to communicate the sad information to the audience, which was 
done by Mr. Incledon, and the house was immediately cleared."*-* 
On tbe Monday following, being the 6th of August, the remains 
of Mr. Palmer were interred at Warton, a village in the neigh- 
bourhood of liverpool, attended by all the gentlemen of the 
Theatre, and a number of others belonging to the town. Tha 
grave was sevoi feet deep, dug in a rock. The coffin was oak, 
covered with black, and simply inscribed with the name of its 
tenant. On the 1 3th of the same month, a free benefit was given at 
liverpool, dnd one, on the loth of September, at Drury Lane, 
to the orj^n children of the deceased : the receipts of the latter 
we^ said to amount to SOOL . 

Two circumstaiices^ occurred on the 15th of May 1800, which, 
fidcen^ together, wore a very alarming aspect. His Majesty was 
that morning attending the field exercises of the grenadier battalion 
of the guards ; when, during one of the voUies, a ball cartridge 
was fired, which struck !Nt^. Ongley, a clerk in the allotment 
deptirtment of tbe Navy Office> who was standing only twentj/f 
three fe^ distance from the King. The ball entered the fleshy part 
vf the thigh in front, and passed straight through. Mr. Ongley was 
dressed on the ground, and informed that diere was no danger. 
Had tbe wound been an inch higher, however, it must hava 
proved fatal. An examination took place qf the cartouch-l^xes 
of tlie soldiers, but no individuiil cpiud be fixed upon as the per* 
petrator of this ^cU In tfie evenii^,' however, a most extraordi^ 
pary drcumstance occurred at the Theatre Royal, Dn^ry Lane; 
which, coupled with the accident, if such it was to be considered, 
^t had happened in the momii^, gave rise to very serious alarms 
and apprehensions in the minds of all loyal subjects. The King 
had commanded the performances of the night; and at tbe moment 
when His M^esty entered his box, a man in the pit,^ near the 
orchestra, on H^ right hand side, suddenly stood up and discharged 
a pistol at the Royal Person. His Majesty had advanced about 
four steps from tbe door* On tbe report of a pistol. His Majesty 
stopped, and stood fifii4jt The bouse was inunediately in an up* 

* See otficr instances of ^cithf on t)ie st«ge, ia the s^ticle, f ETsiiioir, Jas trs. 
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mar; and Ae crfo('**^Seite Atm" buret from «veiy part nS* A* 
Theatre. TheKiiig, appiimndj not the least cfiflcboceited, cam^ 
tiearl^ to the front of the box; llieQue^n followed, aiid the King 
waved his hand for her to keep liack. 'H^r. Majesty asked what waar 
Ifae matter? The King 8aid> *^ Only a squib, a squib; they are 
^ firing squibs/' After the a»sasnn had been taken away, tbeQaeen 
c&me forward, and in great agitation curtsied. She looked at thft 
Kiii^, and asked if thej should star i The King answered; '* We 
^^ will not stir, but stay the entertainment out." All the Princeidies, 
except Elizabeth, feinted as soon as they sat down. The man who 
committed the crime wa» seized and conveyed from ^ pit. I^ie 
audience vehemently called out ^\ Show him P' In consequence^ 
•f which loyal clamour, Mr. Keliy^ who, with a multitude of peN 
sons belonging to the Theatre, had rushed upon the stage, caml^ 
forward at^ assured them diat the culprit was in safe custody. 
*fh^ indignation of the audience was soothed by this intelligence^ 
aiMi their feelings gave way to loyal rapture, at the happy escape 
•f their revered monarch. ** God sapt the King^ was mii^ersaHy 
demanded. It was sung by all the vocal performers, and encored* 
tThe curtain drew up for the commencement of the play ; bvK Mr. 
bannister, jun. was not suffered to pik>ceed till something more 
could be learned respecting the wretch who had made this diabo^ 
lical attempt. -^Bannister and Mrs. Jordan both again assured the 
audience that the culprit was perfectly secured, and the play wai 
tfien suffered to go on without further interruption. 
''• Mr. Holroyd, of Scotland Yard, plmnberto His^ Majesty,had pro* 
tsdeatially had tkne to raise the arm of the assassin, so as to direct 
the contents of the pistol towards the rOof of the box. Mr. Major 
Wright, a solicitor in Welldose Square, who sat immediatet]^ 
behind the man, assisted in securing him. He dropped the pistol; 
but Mr. Wri^t found it under the seat. 

' Mr. Sheridan, assisted by Mr. W^stead, the im^istrttte, pro* 
teed^ immediately to examine the man in the room into whicll 
he had been conducted, ai^ where he had been searched to aee if 
be had any other fire-arms, or papers. He had none. Mr* 
^£wmpXmy a trumpeter in the band, who assisted in takiing him 
4ver ^ orchestray recognised the man to be a soldier, and^ pollin|( 
6pen his coat, foimd that he had on a military waistcoat, with ^the 
Wton of the Idth light dragoons. It was afi officer's old waiit^r 
toati--u.On biMng questioned by Mr.^ieridan^ he said, ^' He had 
^ no oi>jection to tell who he was. it wafs not oirer ye t - ■■ ■theta 
f ^ was a ^pe9X deal more and wota6 to be done: bia nanto wna 
^' Jamea Hadfidd ; he liad ierved hi^ time to a working sMtFei^ 
^ smith; but had enlisted in0otbe 15 th Kght dragoons-, and had 
^^ fought for his King and coMtry^*^ M this time thtf Plinoa of 
. V^aies and I>ul^ of York entered the room^ to be present at th« 
^^an}il)ation, IJe imq^^diately turned tp the Puke^ a^nd si^id^^'U 
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^ fdlow--^ kave aef^ed with jov Higlness, aadT (pointiDg to m 
^ cat over hm ^e, ind aaodber lo^ scar on liis cheek, sud), 
^IpA diese, omI bor Aan these, hi fightng by joar ade. At 

yiM-g4Li»j I wasieft threehoHnamoii^ thedesKi iQacEtch, aftd 

ws takea priaoBer bj the Fieach. 1 had my arm Iwokea by < 
^ shot, and eight adbre woonds m my head ; but I lecoveied, wad 
^ here I am." He tfaoD gave the foUowiog accooot of himself 
tad of his comlact: 

He aid, that hariog been di w img ed firom die anny on accoml 
ef his wounds, he had retnmed to London, and now hfcd by work* 
ing at his own trade. He liinde a good deal of money ; he worknl 
for Mr. Solomon Hon^him. Baag weary €i life, he last week 
bought a pair of pistols from one William Wakdin, a hair-dresser 
and Kuroker in St. John's Street. (Persons were immedialely sent 
to bri^ Wakelin and his master to the Theatre.) He toM him 
th^ were for his yonag master, who would give hmi a blunder- 
buss in cxdnnge. That he borrowed a cnmn of his master that 
morning, with which he had bonght some powder, and had gone 
to the honse of Mrs. Mason, in Red lion Street, to hafo some 
beer ; that he went backwsds to the yard, and diere he tried lui 
pistols. He found one of them good for nothing, and left it 
behind him. In his own trade he used lead, and he cast Inmivlf 
two Atg^ wkh winch he hnded his jisKUA and came to die 
Iheatrs. 

Dnring diis part of his narrative Sir ¥niliam Addif^ton, the ma* 
^strate, arrived, and took the chmr : he went over the eSnmina* 
tion of the persons who had SBcnred hnn, and who had seen the 
|mtol levelled at His Magcsty. He asked Hadfield what had 
Btfiuced him to attempt the life of the best of Sovere^ns ? He 
answered, diat he '' had not attempted to kill the Kii^. Ho 
^ had £red hb pistol over the royal box. He was atgood a sh(t 
** nemmiHEmgUmd; bnthevraslumself weary of life-— he vrished 
^' for Jeath, but not to die by his own bands. He vras desiro us 
^ to raise an alarm ; and wtehed dmt the spectators m^t fell 
^ upon him— he hoped that his life viras forfeited.'' Being asked 
if he had any acoomplices, he solemnly «lec]ared that he had none, 
and with great energy taxA God to witness, an4 laid his hand upon 

Usheart. 

From diis time faeappeared to exhibit symptoms of derange* 
mcnt. When asked who his fetber vras ? he said, he had been 
pft^^llW* to sonie dnke; bnt he ooold not siqr vrhat dake. He 
talked m a mystorious vn^ of ^heams, and of a great comnusMH 
he had reeeivedm hassle^; that he knew he iras to be a nmrtyr, 
imd was to be pc as e min d like his great Master. He had bem 
ymmmi in ^rvw f ^bvt he kod not yet been -tdB ci eht ^y iriflJl 
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He knew what he was to endure* He uttered mkay other iado* 
b^ent things in the same style. 

William Wakeliuy the person of whcnn he had bought the 
pistols^ being brought to the house, was examined. He said, it 
was true that he had bought a pair of pistols of him, and that he 
bad said that they were for his young master, who would give him a 
blunderbuss for them : but he bad not yet got the blunderbuss. He 
blew very little of Hadfield, but knew where he worked, and had 
heard {igood character of him ; but that the least drink affected hia 
bead. 

Several persons from the house of Mrs. Mason, his acquaints 
ince, confirmed this fact : and they said they ascribed this to die 
?ery severe wounds he had received in the head. The least drink 
%uite deranged him. 

Upon this evidence he was committed to Cold Bath Fields, for 
re-examination ; and their Royal Highnesses the Dukes of Clarence 
and Cumberland, and Mr. SherKlan, conducted him thither. 
l^is Majesty's Privy Council, however, desiring to examine him 
forth witn, to discover if he ha^ any accomplices, he was taken to 
the Duke of Portland's office, where he underwent another exa-« 
mination. Mr. Major Wright, Mr. Tamplin, Mr. Holroyd, Mr, 
Calkin, Mr. Parkinson, Mr. Francis Wood, Mr. Lyon, and Mr, 
pietiE, the persons who were instrumental in securing biro, and 
fvhose evidence was the most material as to directing the pistol to^ 
wards His Majesty's box, if not towards his sacred person, also 
attended, and were directed to attend again next day at cme 
o'clock ; when a council was to be held. 

We now return to the proceedings in the Theatre. During the 
performance of *^ God save the King,'' every passage that referred 
|o the safety of His Majesty was received with a thunder of ap^ 
plause, and shouting of [luzza! At the end of the iarce, which 
was The Humourist, ^* God save the King" was again demanded ; 
when Mr. Kelly sung the following ^dit^onid y^i^se^^ w^icb had b^e^ 

writtep imprmpiu .-^ 

i^ From ev'ry latent fbe, 
f^ From the assassin's Uow« 

*' God save the King I 
f* 0*er him thine arm extend^ 
** For Britain's sake defend 
<' Qur Fatlier, Prince, and Friend ; 

f Gods^vethel^ing!" 

This stanza gave the audience peculiar pleasure, and waii 
encored by the eager desire of the whcde house. 

Next day the Privy Council sat ot) the further examination of 
iim man's conduct. Seversil of the prisoner's shopmates were 
examined, the tendency of whose evidence showed that he waf 
insane. He told bis Y^ife mi 9therS| th^t, on Tu^^J l^^ b^ W^ 
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anaaBubo assiured him that he had had Jesus Christ in k^^g 
five years, in Mount Sion, and that he was soon to visit this %vorld« 
Ills man was one Truelock, a cobler, at Islington. He was taken 
before the Privy Council that daj, and was much possessed with an 
opinion of the speedy return of our Saviour. With diis idea he 
m possessed the prisoner also. Both seemed to be fanatically mad. 
At the Privy Council also appeared, and were. examined, the 
adjulaut, and one of the captains of the I5ih light dragoons, who 
said the prisoner had been considered as insane ; otherwise he ,wa^ 
a b^ave good man, and much beloved by the regiment.. About 
three months before, he went down to Croydon, to seethe regiment; 
and, while there, was taken so ill, that it was necessary to put him 
in a strait waistcoat. They wondered he had not since •been taken 
care of as a madman. — It is remarkable, that he was the first per- 
aon who had that night gained admission into the pit. On search* 
ing the King's box and the orchestra, for the ball discharged from 
the pistol, a slug was found by the Duke of Clarence, in the cor* 
uice of the royal box, eighteen inches only above where His 
Majesty stood ; and in the orchestra below, a flattened and 
irrtgular piece of lead was found, supposed to nave recoiled Arom 
the place \i here it struck. 

, Hadtieid was committed to Newgate, and tried at bar, in the 
Court of King's Bench, June 26, on a charge of high treason ; 
but the jury found the prisoner ** Not Guilty ; being under the 
'^ influence of insanity when the action was done." 

Previous to the opening of Covent Garden Theatre for the sea- 
son 1800-], the performers received an official notice from Mr. 
Hughes, the treasurer, stating '^ that in future the chaise of th« 
" benefit would be 160/. exclusive of the usual charge of super- 
'^ numeraries." On the opening of the season they found that the 
use of their orders^ had been restrained in a very unusual manner ; 
and that a number of new restrictions, individually of a trivial 
nature, had taken place: — ^a committee of eight persons was there- 
fore appointed to wait on Mr. HaiTis, and communicate to him 
the sentiments of the majority of the performers, who wished such 
anrangements might be made, as to prevent all future difierence pf 
sentiment between the proprietors add performers. Their letter 
aeenied chiefly to object to die additional charge of tO/. on benefit- 
nights ; and to the fine of .SO/, on the refusal of a character.*— 
The memoranda were sisned by Messrs. Mimden, J. John* 
stone, Incledon, Pope, Fawcett, Holman, H. Johnston, and 
Knight— -In reply, Mr. Harris contended that orders were a gra* 
toitbus indulgence on the part of the managers'; but his opponenU 
inibted, tbsit he had formerly admitte i them* to be the privilege of 
the actors : he acknowledged, however, a disposition to make that 
indulgence m accommodating a9 possible. The chai|[e on bene* 



tk-tti^in, the pVx>prietors ai^ied, bad ever been r^iilfltferf hj ^ 
•ctusri eKpenditiire df «ach night of pet^formance, shkI the present 
d^ge M^-as much Under the nJghtJy expense : the enlargement of 
the Theatre, and the advancement of the price, were said to b^ 
Daucb more than an equivalent to the performers for the unavoid- 
able increased charge : and that the fine for refusing a character 
had been es^abli^d two seasons ago, without a murmur, and had 
proved of such eiScacy, that not a single fine had been imposed 
Jintse the ne^ regulation. The treasurer stated also, that on an 
accurate calcnfotiota, he found that the nightly expenses very con- 
siderably exceeded the sum of l60/. — In a subsequent letter, ad- 
dressed to the eight performers by Mr. Hughes, he reduces the 
qu^estjon to' this simple ground : " Whether the Theatre shall be 
^ governed and controlled by eight performers, each of them receiv- 
'* mg, in one season, on an average, 7^0/. per annum, exclusive of 
** his sumttier and other private emoluments, sick or viell, act or 
^ not act, without risk of any sort ?*' or " Whether the manage- 
** inenl, with all its detailed regulations, shall reoftain with the pro- 
" ptic^tors, ^hose profits depend altogether on conduct, good for- 
*f tune, and the favour of the public ?** 

A second negotiation was opened by Mr. Lewis, in the month 
of January ; and Mr. Cumberland undertook to become a media- 
tor ; but nothing was effected towards a pacification ; and the per- 
formers at length resolved oti laying their case before the public, 
in a pamphlet, written by Mr. Holtnan, in which they very fully 
etftered into tfie subject. 

For several Weeks this theatrical dispute was the topic of 
general discussiofi, tifi which both parties had their friends and 
advocates. At length it was agreed by the persons eottcemed, to 
hsftte the subject t6 the decision of the Lord Chamberlain, with- 
4jut any further apped. His LordsA)ip entered into the merits of 
Ae question, and gave his verdict in favour of the Manager. 
Messrs. Pope and Holmati left the Theatre at the expiratiotf of 
Aeir respective articles; the other six perfortners Mere immei- 
diately recoticiled W Mr. Harris, and the business of flie Thektrt 
went on ^vithottt any ftsrthcr interruption. 

The 81st of October 1800 ushered Mr. Ckiorge Frederie 
Cooke to a London audience, at Covent Gardeft Theatre, 4ti the 
CJiariicter of Richard the Third. He has since played Shylock, 
Kiteljr, the Stranger, and many other dhat^ter^; bift iti tragedy 
we consider lago a# one df his best peffofmafices : the ptiblit, how*, 
etft, isHfn the highest degree indebted to him f6r having tetxattA 
16 Ae stage, with fi^ll eflPect, MackKt^'si mo Scd6ch eharactets 6f 
dw Arcby M^SarcA^ and Sir Pertinak M»S)ebt)li«ttt, wbifA hftdi 
netlriy fae^ lost. These he delbett^ llloflit iutoi}^^ 
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(kl3st e^Mfa of May 1802, Mr. King, of Drury Lane Thteatre^ 
took kave of the stage. See p. 438, of this volt»aie. 

At the condasion of the Hayiuarket performances in 180^>Mn 
Colman gave notice, that on account of the winter llieatres 
baving of late years extended their seasons to an unusuaify lat^ 
period, he n^ust, at his next opening, request indulgence fi)ir the 
fclst company that he could possibly select from provincial 'Phe- 
»ti>es. " When a royal patent," said Mr. Fawcett, who delivered 
the farewell address, ^' was about to be granted to die late Mr. 
" Foote, it was inquired, with that justice which characterize* 
"Ae English Throne, what annual extent of term might be 
" aliowed him, without injury to the theatrical patents then exist- 
" ing in this metropolis. The proprietors of the winter Theatres 
" were interrogated on this point ; and in consequence of their 
" documents, a patent was granted to Foote, for his lite, to open 
" a Tlieatre annually, from the 15th May t^ the 15th of Septem- 
'^ ber inclusive. 

" The winter houses never closed precisely on the commenee- 
" meat of his term— but Foote was unique, and depeilded, chiefly, 
** on his own writing and his own acting. A license was given to 
** Ae elder Colman, for the same annual term, on Foote's death : 
** but aware that he could not, like his singularly-gifted predecessor, 
" depend on his own individual powers, he engaged a regular 
" Company of comedians,^ chiefly selected from the winter The- 
" atres, for whose assistance he was obliged to wait till those 
" Tlhtatres closed, 

" He ventured, in every shape, very deeply on a limited privilege, 
" wbkh this mode of spec^ation rendered still more limited. 

" The younger Colman, our present proprietor, succeeded hi^ 
" father in the license, but bought th^ property, at the expense of 
^ several thousand pounds; and thus came in(p^a Theatre, where 
" the custom of depending on the movements of the winter hoUsea 
** has n^w curtailed its short season of nearly one third. 

" The object at length in view is, to remedy the evil, tvithout 

" invidious and vain attempts to attack iliuch more powerful 

** Theatres, who have an undoubted privilege of acting plays all 

^ the year round. ITie proprietor has no intention ot tiring the 

^public ear by a querulous appeal ; he admits that others have 

" tte (iillest right to make their property as productive as possible : 

*' he wishes merely to follow their example, and solicits your 

^ support in his efforts for establishing a company of actors, totally 

* independent of them. There are but three houses permitted 

^ to give you regular batches of plays in London ; and this house 

"(by far the most bumble) sees no reason, when they will be all 

''making their bready on the 15th of next May, why even^Aree 

" of a trade shpuld not perfectly agree, 

« 2 
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*^ Should bis arrangetnento succeed, ^hich are, even at tliuF 
^* early period, actively formiog, you will (on the re-opening of 
^* the Iheatre) greet the return to London of some favourite^i 
*^ wb0| it is trusted, will find no diminution of your protection :-« 
*' you will witness new and rising merit, which it is your marked 
*' practice to foster. There is no theatrical town in the United 
** Kingdom which will not be resorted to, in the hope of pro- 
^' curing you its choicest produce :<— -and, in addition to other au- 
'^ thors, you will be entreated, early in the season, to show your 
^* indulgence to the proprietor's further attempts at dramatic 
** composition ; whose pen, he humbly hopes, notwithstanding 
^ the long duration of your encouragement, is not yet /quite worn 
" out in your service." 

This statement was received throughout with frequent marks of 
approbation; and concluded amidst loud and continued applause. 
Accordii^ly, on the l6tb of May 180.3, Mr. Colman o]>eBed 
with a new company, almost exclusively strangers to the. London 

. boards. The performances were, a prelude, called No Prelude! 
with The^Jew, and The Agreeable Surprise. The new acton 
and actresses possessed various degrees of merit ; but we do not 
recollect that more than one of tlie number made any permanent 
impression on the public mind : that one was Mr. Matthews, 
from the Yoik Theatre, who enacted Jabel in the comedy, and 

. Lingo in the farce ; and exhibited suich talents as at once esta- 
blished him a favourite with the town. It would appear, that llieir 
Majesties took an interest in Mr. Colman's scheme of an inde- 
pendent company ; for the performances of the first night were 
repeated on the second, by the royal command; and, within a 
fortnight after, the royal visits to tlie Theatre had been thrice re- 
peated ; though nine years had elapsed since that Iheatre had beea 
so hojMMired.— We suppose, however, that either the performers 
,on the whole did not please the public, or that such as were to- 
lerable procure<l engagements in the winter llieatres ; but cer* 
tain it is, that after that season the plan was abandoned, and the 
Haymarket manager again awaited the breaking-up of the winter 
companies^ from which to form his own '^. 

On the 12th of September 1803, Covent Garden Theatre 
opened under the stage-management of Mr. Kemble, who bad 
recently purchased, for Q,4,,000L a sixth share of the concern. 

At the termination of the Haymarket season, in 1804, Mr. 
Colman intimating a design to dispose of half the property of thb 
Theatre, Mr. Winston, a gentleman of fortune, became a purchaser 
of it, in conjunction with Mr. Morris, brother-in-law to Mff 
Colman. 

* The independent plan, however, appears to have been in great measure agaia 
;re8orted to this season (iSix) : with what success, Uie treasurer an4 the proprletois 
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The first of December of this ywr will form a kind of erar in 
thf^ history of the British Stage, as having brought before a London 
audience a juvenile actor, of very extraiordinary acquirements, at Co- 
vent Garden Theatre, as Achniet, in Barbarossa : we mean Master 
William Henry West Betty, who had but just attained his thirteenth 
jear, but had, in his previous provincial course, obtained the im- 
posing name of the Young Roscius. The eagerness of the public 
to see this phenomenon was such, that three Theatres might hare 
been filled by the crowd that sought admission this evening ; and 
many very serious accidents happened to various individuals, by 
reason of the pressure at tha different doors. His attraction was 
such, that he was soon engaged to perform, alternately, at Drury 
Lane and Covent Garden ; at the former of which, the bills always 
announced him as the Young Roscius ; at the latter, without any 
Rich quackery, as Master Betty. It were wholly ineompatibla 
with the design of this brief sketch to enter at large on die per^* 
formances of this young actor, whose company was courted by 
noble lords, who was kissed and caressed by noble dames, and 
who had even the honour of being introduced to HiS Grace the 
venerable Archbishop of York. Suffice it to say, that he aller-^ 
wards performed Richard, Hamlet, Macbeth, 0*ctavian, Romeo, 
Gustavns Vasa, Tatjcred, Osmyn, Orestes, Zanga, and several 
other first-rate characters, with various degrees of merit, but with 
astonishing success ; receiving 50/. and, latterly^ it is said, 100/» 
per night for his performances. Master Betty took his final leave 
of the public, with a benefit at Drury Lane, May I?* 1805, after 
playing Tancred and Captain Flash. 

The over-zealous friends of this youn^ gentleman claimed for 
him the very highest rank as an efficient actor: his violent oppo* 
fients decried him without any discrimination ; but est modus in 
febvs. The truth is, that, as a botfy he exhibited wonderful ta* 
lents ; but with this praise his friends ought to have been satisfied ; 
for be was not, he could not be, an efficient actor: could any one 
among the audience be for a^ moment persuaded of die reality of 
the scenes enacted, when he saw a boy of thirteen or fourteen (con- 
Borled with men and women of from twenty*five to sixty years of 
age) supporting such characters n» Zanga, Gustavns Vasa, Richard 
the Third, Orestes, and Macbeth f Surprise at such a precocity of 
talent as he exhibited, might and must be excited; but to be 
Effected by, or interested in, the passing scenes, was impossible, 

A circnmstance which we are now about to relate tended, we 
think, in a great degree, to cure the mania which bad prevailed for 
tome time in favour of acting children. On the 2dd of November 
1805, a Miss Mudie, calted The Theatrical Phenamemnf a 
child apparently about eight years old, but with a figure petite 
mfen for that age^ who had played, the pneceding season, the firslr 

eS 



h& INTRODUCTION. 

iQQjte coPtni^ qkafaelers at Birmingham, Liverpool/ Dublin, sind 
Qthei llieatres!! made her debut at Co vent Garden!!! as Miai 
Peggy, m The Country GirL It is true, she repeated the wordi 
of the part correctly : her deportment waa confident, u]iembar<* 
l^ssesdy and sprightly ; her voice, for her age, powerful : and her 
acting evinced intelligence and industry. In short, considering 
b^r pt^f ibrmance as that of an infant, it was surprising ; but re^ 
gafding it as a dramatic fersonification, it was in the highest 
^gree contemptible. 

in the first scene, the sense of the house was good-naturedly I 
expressed ; for when Moody promised '' to send her back into tlta 
*^ coufUry" the audieiice very cordially expressed their concur* 
lience by loud applause. In the succeeding scenes they were lesk 
^4|iiivocal ; for when she came to be talked of as a wife^ as a 
mutiess, as an object of love and jealousy^ the scene became so 
]:id*culous, that hissing and horse-laughing ensued. The little child 
^as also contrasted with the fine person of Miss Brmiton, now 
Cotintess of Craven ( Alithea), with a plume of three upright ostrich 
feaitbefs on her head, the whole constituting a figure nearly seven feet 
Jugk When Peggy was with her guardian, Mr. Murray, no very t^ 
PISH3, she did not i^each much higher than his knee ; he was obliged 
Ho stoc^ even to lay his hand on her head ; to bend himself double 
to kiss her ; and where she had to lay hold of his neckcloth to coax 
bhn^ and pat his cheek, he was obliged to go almost on all-fours. 
In the third act. Miss Peggy is seen walking in the park, dressed in 
boy's clothes, under the care of her jealous guardian. Miss Mudie, 
instead of appearing a fine young man who ought to be ^^ shown the 
^^ town," looked shorter than before, and even too little to be safely 
put inlo breeches. Yet Mr. Brunton, as her lover Belville, pur- 
sued her, and was transported to find, her under this disguise ; and 
Mr. Murray, her pretended husband, was thrown kito an agony of 
diespair at the idea of another man taking her by the hand. The 
absurdity was too great to be endured ; and there was a burst of 
tDenstire from all pa< Is of the house. At last Mr. Charles Kemble) 
as Harcourt, exclaimed-^*** Let me introduce you, nephew ; you 
f* diould know/cach other; you are very like, and of the same 
^ age" It was all over after this ; for the whole effect was s9 
out of nature, so very ludii rous, that the audience soon decided 
against Miss Mudie. At first, they had not hissed when she was 
on the stage, from delicacy ; but in her absence hissed the per- 
jarmance, to stop the play, if possible. But as she persevered 
confidently, thisy at length hissed her, and called vehemently Ofi 
001 Miss Mudie^was not, however, without a strong party of 
^UTTi-em-^outs, to support her; but the noise increased to such a 
degree in the latter scenes, that not a word could be heard; oi 
which Mi9i Mudie i^wirn^ bad hitherto ap|)eared fxi^teiy occiipiod 
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widi tfie bttsineas of the seene, and whose eneigjr bad not been in 
the least damped by the marked disapprobation of the house) 
walked to the front of the st^e, with great confidence and compo« 
sure, though not without some signs of indignation, and said, 
'* Ladies and Gentlemen^ 

'' I have done nothing to offend jou ; and as for thoae who ara 
^ sent here to hiss me, I will be much obliged to you to turn theia 
** out." 

This bold speech from such a baby astonished the audience : 
some roared with laughter, some hissed, others called Cfff'! Offfi 
and many applauded. Miss Mudie did not appear to be in the 
slightest degree chagrined or embarrassed,^ but went on with the 
scene as if she had been completely successful. At the end of i^ 
the uproar was considerable ; and a loud cry arising of Manager! 
Manager! Mr. Kemble came forward, and said, 
^' Gentlemen, 

** The great applause with which Miss Mudie has been received 
'' at various provincial Theatres, encouraged in her friends a hop# 
" that her merit might be such as to pass Uie tribunal of your ju<%« 
" meat.— f^'ofe/i/ Awsi«g.>— Be assured, however, Gentlemen, 
'^ that the proprietors of this Theatre by no means wish to press 
'^ any species of entertainment upon you which may nol meet your 
** most perfect approbation.— (Lowrf applaus€,)*^\^y therefore, 
" you will permit Miss Mudie—" (Not No!) ■ ' "p, 

Mr. Kemble could not be heard for some time : but at last 
neatly resumed— 

*' The drama's laws, the drama's patrons give !" 

*' We hope, however, that as the play has proceeded so far, you 
'' will allow Miss Mudie to finish die character." 

" No! Naf was vociferated from various parts of the house. 

Finding this of no avail, Mr, Kemble tried his success with tb6 
female part of the assemblage, by saying with emphasis, 
*^ LiADiES and Gentkntem^ 

^' Let me entreat that you wiH allow Miss Mudie to finish her 
" pan. Perhaps, when you are informed, that, after this night, 
" Misa Mudie will be withdrawn from the stage, you will be in-^ 
" duced to comply." 

This last appeal seemed to produce the desired effect ; but th^ 
calm w^ deceUful ; for, upon the next appearance of the chiid,^ 
the uproar broke out with 3uch violence, Aat she was compelled 
to xeUr^. Mr. Murray then came forward, and requested to h^ 
jbeard for a few words, which he deliveied a3 foilows : 
** Ladies andXjentlemeny 

*' If JOU will have the kindness to allow us to trespaats stpon 
^yw psdj^euce £ve miniite^ Miss Searle^ with jour ipdulg^octp 
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^* M^il] play Mus Mudie's part from the commenceroent of ikie fifth 
**act" 

Order was again restored : but, upon the appearance of Mis§ 
Searle, hostilities were ungenerously renewed between the parti- 
sans of Miss Mudie and the jinti-Roscianites. All was noise 
and confusion. When it was found that any further interference 
would but " more embroil the fray," the remainder of the comedy 
was converted into pantomimic show, not a word being heard .^ 
and the curtain fell on the most imperfect performance ever before 
witnessed on a London stage. 

This child, it was said, had met with great success at thepro- 
▼incial Theatres, and even in the great metropolis of Dublin. 
When her friends, therefore, applied to the managers at Covent 
Garden to exhibit her talents, though we have not a doubt that 
those gentlemen saw the absurdity in its true light ; yet they might 
well be apprehensive, that if they rejected the application, an in- 
vidious turn might have been given to their refusal ; as if an undue 
Earsimony had induced them to witnhold from the public ex- 
ibitions that had greatly excited and would amply gratify cu- 
riosity ; and though it is certain, that the respectability of the 
actor's profession should not be lightly compromised ; yet much 
allowance must be made for the anxiety of managers to meet ilie 
wishes, and even to gratify the caprice, of their patrons ; their 
apology, however, will not be so well made by us, as it has al- 
ready been V by the Leviathan of British literature, in the follow-* 
ing lines of a prologue on the opening of Drury Lane Theatre, 
Sept. 20, 1747 ; 

*^ Hard is his lot, that, here by fortune plac'd, i 

*' Must watch the wild vicissitudes of taste ^ 

** With every meteor of caprice must play, 

** And chase the new-blown bubbles of the day. 

'• Ah ! let not censure term our fate our choice j 

** The stage but echoes back the public voice : 

'^ The drama's laws> the drama*s patrons give; 

*^ For we, that live to please, must please to live. 

'* Then prompt no more the follies you decry, 

'* As tyrants doom their tools of guilt to die.** 

The months of May and June 1808 were destined to deprive 
the lovers of good acting of two very deserving female favourites : 
Miss Pope, of Drury Lane Theatre, on the 26th of May, and 
Mrs. Mattockf, of Covent Garden, on the 7th of June, bade 
farewell io the public ; the former after a service of more than 
half a century in the same company ; the latter after a theatrical 
life of nearly sixty years ! 

A pd fatality awaited the opening of the winter season of 
1808*4) ; for^ about four in the morning of the ^th of September^ 



INTRODUCTION. hr 

a fire was discovered to have broken out in Covent Garden l^e-* 
atf^ ; and so tierce and rapid was its course, ths^t in less than three 
hours the whole of the interior was destroyed. The loss of pro- 
per^, belonging both to the proprietors and to individuals em- 
plojed in the concern, maj be conceived to have been very great ; 
but the most melancholy part of the catastrophe was, the destruc- 
tion of about twenty lives, by the unexpected falling-in of the 
Apollo room, near the Piazza door. 

In this exigency, Mr. Taylor, of the Opera House, with great 
liberality, proffered the use of that theatre to Messrs. Harris and 
Kemble ; and on the £6th the Covent Garden company com* 
menced their operations there with Douglas and Rosiria- 

Measures, how-ever, were immediately concerted for erecting a 
new theatre on the site of that which had thus fallen a prey to the 
devouring element; and this task was assigned to Robert Smirke, 
jun. Esq. as architect, and Mr. Copland as builder. In order to 
defray, in part, the great expense attached to such an undertaking, 
it was proposed to raise the sum of 50,000/. by subscription, in 
shares of 500/. each, under the immediate patronage of His Ma- 
jesty ; each of the subscribers to receive (clear of the property- 
tax, and all other charges and outgoings whatsoever) an annuity 
of £5/. to commence from the opening of the said new theatre, 
and to continue for the term of eighty-five years (being the remain- 
ing term of the lease, and of all the premises), with the addition of 
an annual transferable free admission to any part of the theatre be- 
fore the curtain (private boxes excepted) ; for which the sub- 
scribers would be secured by the patent, and the new theatre with 
the scenery, machinery, and all other property therein. contained.-— 
Among the first subscribers were, Their Royal Highnesses the 
Prince of Wales, Duke of York, Duke of Cumberhnd, and Duke 
of Cambridge ; His Grace the Duke of Bedford ; the Marquis 
of Salisbury ; the Earl of Dartmouth (Lord Chamberlain) ; the 
Earl of Guildford; Earl Cholmondeley ; Lord Viscount Mount- 
joy ; Sir Francis Burgeois, Bant. ; Lieutenant-colonel Cookson ; 
Francis Freeling, Esq. ; Colonel O'Kelly ; General Keppel ; 
William Garrow, and J. J. Angerstein, Esqrs. Ihe subscription 
was completely filled in a very few days. 

The foundation-stone of the new structure received the tigh 
honour of being laid, on the 31st Of December, by His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales in person, as Grand Master of the 
Freemasons of Great Britain, attended by the Grand Lodge in 
ample form. A spectacle like this is of such rare occurrence, 
that we may perhaps be expected to depart, in the present instance, 
from the rigid brevity of the preceding abstract, and to enter a little 
into the detail. 
Preparatory to the ceremony, an extensive range of temporary 
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lu:coniBiodadon» had been pref^ed witfaia the area ml t\m binUl- 

ing, for the reception of spectators of both sexes, who were act* 
^mitted only by tickets issued by the managers to their friends. The 
whole site had been admirably arranged for this grand spectacle, at 
great expense and labour. The west side was occu^ed by one 
extensive box, with three rows of seats, covered with green baize, 
the front of the whole decorated with festoon drapery of the sam^ 
colour ; an elevated space being left behind, to contain twice aa 
9ia«y. Fronting this, aiid parallel with Bow Street, was a similar 
builHif^, set apart for the accommodation of the numerous body 
of Freemasons from the Grand Lodge ; at the north end of which 
was erected a spaeixMis marquee for the Illustrious Grand Master 
and his suite. Immediately opfX)site to the tent, at the north-east 
]^inl; of tlie intended stage of the theatre, the massy foundation^ 
«toi)e, containing sinty cubic feet, and weighing three tons, hun^ 
aiBspended from a triangle by a cable and windlass (with a mechanic 
cal apparatus called a lems), over its proper bed. On the centue 
9caffQki^pf*>le was reeved the royal standard of England ; and at 
each angle of iiate ground were hoisted her vari-cok)ured naval flagSv 
On a platform, on die north side, were ranged the military bands 
ef the first regiment of guards, the Coldstream, and that of di^ 
city light-horse, in full unitorm : the band of (he third regiment 
of guards was also present, stationed with the detachment of their 
corps under arms, with their colours flying, near the Bow S^^rjeet 
entr^>ce : in different parts of the area were scafEoids eodiered 
with hundreds of wx^rkmen. 

The dfrand Lodge wass opened at FreeoMsons' Hall a^ twelve ;^ 
and aJboot half past twelve o'clock the x»emb^s walked io pro- 
eeaBioo- ta Sow Street^, the junior hedges first. The representatiiwef 
m£ Ihe Goraiid Master walked last ; beiug preceded by the Chevalier 
Rnspiiii bearing the grand swoixi ; and by - ■' ^ ■■■' ' ^ , a« 

Master of the Senior Lodge (Lodge of Antiquity, No. I.), bear- 
log 4he Constitutions of the fraliemiity, contciining their instory^ 
eha«@B», r(^edatio»8y Sec. drawn &om ancient records and tra^ 
diliona. 

On dieir acrival at the ground, tbey^ were welcomed to 
the places assigned them by die bands playing the cdd 
tune attached to the song of *^ A Fsce and an Accepted Ma- 
^ •oa.'"' The Gnraod Oncers proeeeded to the marquee, and 
wore 4h»3pe arcaoged in etrder; aaaong «hefie weise, GeDesals 
Catvevt and Burton ; Aldemtao Newidtevm, Charles Marsh, Esq. 
AUcoman Sir Jolm £amer, Knt. Sir WiUiam Rawlins, Knt. Ce^ 
lenel EUott, Colonel Fanmer, Sir iofan MaonaiBava Ha^es, Bs^ 
the £ubI qi§ MoutUtnoiiris, JLovd ¥fdeHAia^ ij^foi Bayfosd^ £s^ 
< Grand Treasurer), William Forsteen, Esq. Sir WilljMa CfaalmfiK% 
iinl.^<be order ^ ¥asa, A. Sw^Geido^ fisq. Ii.iL 9, Chevaiier 
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(Gffsndt Sw<Nrd*beaper)9 Uie Beaicr of tke GomthiitaoiM^ 
wad Mr. White (Graiui Seetetaiy). 

The Masters aod Watfdeos oi most of the Lo^es witluii tweDt]^ 
of town attended, habited in the inwgma of the order, to 
die number of aboot 400. 

Hie several bands now played alternate airs till one o^cIock, tho 
bour fixed for the appearance of the Prin^re of Wales ; at which 
time, nearly to an instant. His Royal Highness, accompanied bj 
his illustrious brother the Duke of Sussex (attended by General 
Huise, and Colonels M'Mahon and Bloorofield), arrived under an 
escort of horse-guards. His Royal Highness was received oq 
his entrance, at the Bow Street door, by the Earl of Moira, Act* 
ing Grand Master; the detachments of guards salutir^ with 

Sounded colours, and beatii^ " The Grenadier's March/' Mr* 
arris and Mr. Kemble, after payii^ dieir respects to Hi* 
Rc^al H^ness, ushered him to tl^ man^ee: his arrivid wa* 
announced by the loud plaudits of the people, the royal standard 
being hoisted, and the disdiarge of a royal salute of artillery.. 
His Royal H^hness, who was dressed in blue, with a scarlet 
collar, wearing the insignia of his office as Grand Master, a pair 
of g(^d compasses set with brilliants and other jewellery, also a 
white apron bordered with purple and fringed with gold, appeared 
in high health and spirits. Proceedii^, uncovered, with his suite, 
through a railed platform spread mA superfine broad green cloth 
bound with scarlet and yellow (forty dismounted life-guardsmeo, 
who were Masons, linhig the sides of die railii^), the company 
all rose as His Royal Highness passed die platform to the marquee, 
and gave him three cheers^ ^hen the united bands immediately 
stmdiL up ** God save the King." His Royal Highness, as he 
passed, smilingly bowed to the ladies with die most fiiscinatiof 



The grand officers had previondy placed die masonic instrumenta 
en a table in the marquee. A plan of the boildii^, with its sections 
wmI elevaticm, was now presented to His Royal Highness bj 
Robert Smirke, jnn. iilsq. the architect, and a gilt silver trowdl 
l^ Mr. Copland, the builder of the edifice. Having passed a shofC 
time in conversation with the proprietors, and with die grand 
masonic officers in die marquee. His Royal Highness proceeded 
to the ceremonsal. On a signal given, the comersione was raised 
ahcwt four feet : six hodmen, in wUte aprons, inslandy conveyed 
Ibe necessary qoantity of fine cementing mortar, which was 
Beatly spread on the base-stoue by as mai^ workmen of the binld-> 
ing, similarly diesaed. His Royal ffighneas now advanced, tun 
eoveied, to the north-east comer of the stone; when John Buf* 
ferd, ^Esq. as Gtand Treasiirer, deposited, in a space <^t for it in 
#t %anawntitoiie^ a tnrasi hmj ^mtming the Bri ti sh ggM^ 
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mher, and copper coins of the present reign. On a part of the 
jitone was " Long live Geoeg£ Prince of Wales/' and "To tlie 
" King ;" with a medallion of the Prince. There were also de- 

E sited two large medals; one of bronze, bearing a head of His 
>yal Highness on one side, and on the other the following in- 
scription : 

GEORGIUS. 

PRINCEPS WALLIARUM. 

THEATRI. 

REGIS INSTAURANDI AUSPICIIS. 

IN HORTIS BENEDICIINIS. 

LONDINI. 

FUNDAMENTA. 

Sua manu Locavit. 

M.DCCC.VIII. 

The otlier medal, engraved on copper, bore, on one side^ thi& 

inscription : 

Under the Auspices of 

His Most Sacred Majesty GEORGE III. 

King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 

The Foundation-stone of the Theatre, 

Covent Garden, 

Was laid by His Royal Highness 

GEORGE PRINCE OF WALES, 

M.DCCC.VIII. 

On the reverse was engraven— 

ROBERT SMIRKE, Architect 

lElis Royal Highness now, as Grand Master, finished the ad» 
justment of the mortar with his trowel ; when the upper stone 
was lowered in the sling to its destined position ; all the bands 
playing *' Rule Britannia/' a dbarge of artillery being fired, and 
the people with the most animating cheers applauding the spec- 
tacle. The junior and senior Grand Wardens, and the acting 
Grand Master, the Earl of Moira, now severally presented His 
Roy^l Highness with the plumby the levefy and the square; and 
the Prince, having applied tliem to the fiibric, and pronounced 
the work correct, gave the stone three strokes with his mallpt. 

Three elegant silver cups were then presented successively to His 
Royal Highness, containing corn, wine, and oil, which he scattered and 
boured over the surface of the stone; all the bands playing ^^ God 
^^ save the King." His Royal Highness then restored the plan of 
the building into the hands of the architect, approving that speci* 
men of his genius, and desiring him to complete the structure 
conformably thereto : then graciously turning to Mr. Harris and 
.14r« Kemjij^le; he wished, prosperity to the buildings and the ob-« 
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jects coQoected with it ; and success and happiness to its proprie* 
tors atid managers. 

1 he ceremony beii^ finidiedy the band played '^ Rule Britan* 
*^ nia;" and the Prince, the Duke of Sussex, and the Earl of 
Moira, were escorted back to the Prince's carriage by the ma- 
nagers and the. grand officers, under a second royal salute of 
twenty-one guns. 

Thus ended a ceremonial, which, by the excellent pre«arrangement 
of its managers^and the graceful yet dignified manner in which tht» 
illustrious chief actor performed his part, exhibited an interesting 
spectacle, diat excited general admiration and applause ; and all 
who had the honour to approach the Prince spoke in raptures of 
his polite and captivating manners on the occasion.* Althovgh tip 
neighbouring houses were covered to the roof-tops, and manj^ 
. thousands of people were assembled in the streets, not a single 
accident happened to interrupt so splendid a termination of the old 
year! 

The Masters and Wardens of die Masonic Ledges then re* 
turned in procession to theif Hall in Great Queen Street ; and th« 
Grand Lodge was closed, after making a formal minute of the 
proceedings, and receiving, through the medium of the Grand 
Treasurer, the thanks of the Prince for the favour of their at* 
tendance on His Royal Highness. 

Messrs. Harris and Kemble afterwards received a letter from 
Colonel M'Mahon, dated from Carleton House ; stating, that h« 
had it in command from His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
to express his high approbation of the very great order and regu- 
larity with which the whole arrangement of the ceremonial had 
been formed and conducted. 

By a very extraordinary fatality, it happened, that scarcely had 
the town-talk respecting the foregoing ceremony ceased, when the 
magnificent Theatre in Drury Lane, which had not been erected 
above 8«teenyears^ was wholly destroyed by a fire, which broke 
out about eleven o'clock at night of the 24th of February 1809 ; 
on which n^ht it providentially happened that, being a Friday in 
Lent, iio performance had taken place, or the consequences might 
have been such as will not bear contemplation. Mr. Sheridan 
was in the House of Commons when he received the first intelli- 
gence of this fatal event ; and though he was evidently much af- 
fected by the shock ; yet when, with a generous feeling, it was ob- 
served by Mr. Elliot and Earl Temple, that it would be proper 
to adjourn a debate in which he was expected to take a part, he 
itummoned fortitude enough to say, ** that, however lamentable the 
'' event might be as to himself, he thought it not of such a nature 
'^ as Ott^t to interrupt the business of the nation." 

The Ctfvent Garden company having removed to the Little 



Th^aflire in Ibe H^fmaricet, wUdi tl^jr opened on ik 5di of Dt- 

cember 1808, Mr. Taylor, of the Opera Howe, again stepped 
forward, and generoudy granted the uae of his Theatre (gratis) 
lo the now unetnpiofed ^lerformers of the Drury Lane company, 
for their own benefits, for six nights, viz. March l6ch, 20lh, and 
fi3d ; Apiit 3d, ()th, and 10th. On the 11th a select nuiBber of 
the company, under the authority of the Lord Chamberlain, opened 
the little Theatre in the Lyceum ; where they have nnee continued 
to perfarm through the usual winter seasons. 

To the retirement of theatrical favourites from the stage, we 
have now to add that of an excellent comedian, Mr. WiUkm 
^hornet Lewis, of Covent Oanden, who quitted the boards on 
'Ae ^^^ of May 1809, after performing the Copper <japtain in 
Rnh a Wift mid Have a Wife, He took leave of the pttblig 
with a valedictory address ; in which he vi^as enabled to say, that, 
during a service of thirty-six years in that Theatre, he had never 
once been ^o uufoptunate as to have incurred their displeasure *. 
The ^()th of June produced a theatrical concern mi a new plan: 
. the Lyceum .Theatre was opened by permission of the Lord 
Ciiamberlain, granted to Mr. Samuel James Arnold,* for the novel 
purpose of performing, during die summer seasons, English operas 
only ; and it is believed, that the company has hitherto been to- 
lerably successful. 

We have now readied an era in the History of the English 
Stage, at which it seems proper to terminate this bri^f sketch : 
v^e mean the opening, on the 18th of September ISO^^ of die 
New Tlieatre Royal, Covent Garden ; which had arisen from tb^ 
aground, as it were by magic, in the sfaoit «pace of less than raoe 
months, at an expense of 150,000/. 

An advance in the prices of admission, to the pit, of from 3s. 6d. 
to 45. ; and to the boxes, of from 6^. to Ts, ; had been previously 
'announced, by the proprietors, as a matter to which they had been 
** compelled by absolute necessity." This circumstance, how- 
ever, together with a considerable addition to the form^ numb^ 
of private or property boxes, gave birth to such a riot as was un- 
paralleled by any thing before recorded in the annals of tho 
"drama ; but into the particulars of which we, on many accouitti, 
forbear to enter : let it suffice to state, that, in the result, an ami- 
cable composition was made between the mana^rs and their 
opponents t; the number of private boxes was veduced to that 
at which they stood in 1802, being three on each side ; the price 
of admission to the boxes was allowed to be raised to Is. but that 
to the pit, it was agreed, should remain as before. 
hoveniber 19, 1811. 

^ Mr. Lewis died Jan. 13, 181 1, in the tfzdycarof bis agtt. 
f These persons, very early in the dispute, assumed the appelUtioQ of 0. P*h 
49 40 abbrevmU0a ofsticl^eis for Old Prieeu 
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ik€ foregoing brief Account of the English Theatre, the for- 
tnef part of which, it is but justice to acknowledge, is chiefly 
extracted froto the Preface to Mr. Dodslcy's Cmiedtion t>f OM 
Ptays^ and the Sapplettoent added to it in tifie year 1780; it may 
ttot be improper to snilijoin a short account of the several authors 
who haVe already produced <vorks of the present kind. 

The tirst of these which presents its^f, is a List printed in tfat 
year 1636> and preiixed to Goffe's tragi-comedy of The Cnreltm 
Skepkerehss^ by the booksellers who published that piece. It 
contains merely a catalogue of such plays as were then commonly 
•old, without specifymg either the dates or sizes of them. Tliii 
list was augmented i^ Francis Kirkman, a bookseller, in 1661, 
with the saine def(6cts -as were to be found in the former. 

After an interval of sixteen years, Gerard Langbaine, son df 
the provost of. Queen's College, Oxford, produced a new Cata* 
logue in quarto, to which he gave the title of Momus Triumphant^ 
Mr. Warton observes of him, that " he was first placed with ^ 
" booksetter in London ; but at sixteen years of age, in 167S, ht 
^became a gentleman-commoner of University College, in Oxford. 
** Hii^ literature chiefly consisted in a knowledge of the novels and 
'^ phys x3f various languages ; and he was a constant and critical 
** attendant of the playhouses nratiy years. Retiring to Oxford in 
^ the year IGSO, hd died the next year, havhig amassed a collcc* 
'' tio6 of ti|ore dian ^ thousand printed plays, masques, and inter* 
'^IuiAp*.'' Five hutnilied copies of his pamphlet being ^uickl^ 
Bold, ^ fefhainder cf the impression appeared next year wuh an- 
other title, viz. A new Catalogue of English Plays j containing 
Comedies, &c. London, 4to. 1688. At length he digested his 
work anew, with great accessions and improvements, which ht 
(^titled An Account of the English Dramatick Poets, 8cc. 
0«on. 8vo. 1691. Of the several Catalogues of the English 
Sttige, LangbsdneV only ts to be implicitly relied on for it$ 
fidelity. He seems to have been scrupulously exact in put-* 
ting dk>wn no niore than he had authority for ; and had he been 
dually diligent in inquiring after the first editions of the several 
drsitna^c pieces then extant, his work would have been more use- 
All to the pubHc ; but contenting himself with such copies as were 
in liis possession, he has been the means of introducing the greatest 
eoilfnsion in such writers as have heedlessly quoted him, and 
diereby occasioned the most embarrassing anachronisms in their 
compositions. To his want of acquaintance with the earliest 
Prions of each author, it may be ascribed, that he chose an al- 
phabeticd mode of arranging the works of the several writers. 
With all its faults, however, it is the best book which the subject 
afforded ; and has famished great assistance to every writer niio 
ha had occasion to have recourse to it. 

4 
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To L^ngbaine succeeded Mr. Gildon, whose work, entided 
The Lives and Characters of' the Ertglish Dramatic Poets, &c. 
8vo. was printed in the year 1699- it cont^ns Uttle more than 
an abstract of his predecessor's performance, continued to the 
time of the publication of his own. As he mentions some 
writers omitted by Laiigbaine, his Catalogue has also been of 
service to later authors^ but in a much less degree than the 
former. 

From this time, to the year 1714, no list of plays was published; 
but at that period Mr. Mears, a bookseller, printed a Catalogue^ 
which afterwards was continued to the year 1726, when it was 
published in a 12mo. volume. It was calculated only for the use 
of his shop, and is defective, from the frequent want of dates^ and 
the ^tal neglect of meutioning the sizes of each performance. In 
1723 Giles Jacob gave the public his Poetical Register; or. The 
Lives arid Cliaracters of all the English Poets, with an Account 
of their Writings : 2 vols. 8vo. This he acknowledges to be 
founded on Langbaine's work ; and, with respect to the distribu* 
tion of the authors, he continued it in the same alphabetical mode. 
He has, however, improved it in one particular, by placing tlie 
performances of each writer in their proper chronological order. 
Though spoken of with great contempt by a late author, it must 
be owned that he is generally accurate and faithful, and affords 
much information to those who have occasion to consult him. It 
cannot be denied that he possessed very small abilities ; but he 
was fully equal to a task where plodding industry, and not genius^ 
must be deemed the most essential qualification. 

In 1732 Mr. Feales, a bookseller, pubUshed The three cele- 
brated Plai/s of tliat excellent Poet Ben Jon^on ; to which is 
added, A complete Catalogue of all the Plays that were ever 
printed in the English Language, to the Year 1732. This, how- 
ever, is of little use; as it neither gives dates, sizes, uor authors' 
names. 

Ihe iiext compilation which appeared was a posthumous per«^ 
formance, called A Lid of all the Dramatic Authors, with some 
Account of their Lives; and of all the Dramatic Pieces ever 
published in the English Language^ to the Year 1747 ; 8vo. 
1747. It was added to a play called Scanderbeg, by Mr. Whin- 
cop, who seems to have received assistance in the execution of it 
from Mr. Mottiey. These authors have not improved, in the 
least, on Jacob's plan ; and though some hew materials are added, 
they are too frequently inaccurate aud erroneous to deserve much 
dependence being placed on their authority. A short interval 
elapsed, before the publication of a new performance by Mr. 
Chetwood, who had been many years prompter at the Theatre 
Royal in Drury Lane, and, from his situation there, ipight be 
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aipposed not unqualified for the task. His work wai called The 
British Theatre; containing the Lives otihe English Dramatic 
Poets ; with an Account of* all their Flays : together with the 
Lives of most of the principal Actors as well as Poets. To which 
is prefixed f a snort View of the Rise and Progress of' the English 
Stage, rimo. 17^2* Ot this compilation it is dimcuU to speak 
with any temper. It contains the grossest blunders that negli- 
gence could possibly create, and mistakes that the slightest atten« 
tion would have prevented. The faults^ however, of this work, 
trisiDg from neglect or ignorance, though very numerous, are 
pardonable, when compared to such as have fraud and deceit for 
their parents. In the course of his undertaking, he has forged and 
created dates and titles whenever the wantonness of his invention 
chose to give the reins to imposition. The reader need only 
inspect the article of Shakspeare, where editions are mentioned of 
every play of that author, none of which ever existed. The im- 
partiality of an historian demands this declaration, that the per* 
formance of Mr. Chetwood, now under consideration, with the 
Theatrical Records, 12mo. 1756, and I'he Plat/house Pocket 
Companion, 12mo. 1779 (both built on the same foundation), 
are equally erroneous, aud altogether unworthy of the smallest 
r^ard. It is remarkable of the last-mentioned book, that in the 
very first line of its catalogue is an error of Sophocles for Socrates, 
In 1788, the late Mr. £gerton published, in a l2mo. volume. 
The Theatrical Remembrancer; containing a complete List oj 
all the Dramatic Performances in the En^ish Language; their 
ieveral EditionSf Dates, and Sizes, and the T/ieatres where they 
v^re originally performed : together with an Account of those 
which have been acted and are unpublished, and a Catalogue of 
such Latin Plays as have been written by English Authors, from 
the earliest Production of the English Drama to the End of the 
Year 1787- To which are added, Notitia Dramatica, being a 
chronological Account of Events relative to tlie English Stage. 
This is, as far as its plan extends, a very useful, and, generally 
ipeaking, correct work. It was followed, in 1 79^; by another 
volume, of similar size, entitled A new Theatrical Dictionary^ 
&c. which was a very brief abridgment (executed with little in- 
dustry, and less taste) of the last edition of the present work. 

In 1801 appeared a i2mo. volume, with the following copious 
tide-page : Barker^s Continuation of Egertons Theatrical /Je- 
membrancer. Baker's Biographia Dramatica, S^c. containing a 
complete List of all the Dramatic Performances, their several 
Editions,' Dates, and Sizes, together with those which are un^' 
published, and the Theatres where they were originally performed: 
from 1787 to 1801. Including several Omissions, Additions, 
and Corrections : also a Continuation of the Notitia Dramatica^ 

VOL, I. f 
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with considerable Improvements, To which is added, a coinpleh 
List of PluySf the earliest Date, Size, and Author* s Name 
(where known), fiom the Commencement to 1801. The whole, 
arranged, S)C, hy If a lei/ Chamberlain Oalton, As a mere ca- 
talogue, this book (which was, by an Appendix, continued to the 
year 1803) has cDusiderable merit. Much diligence seems to have 
been exerted in collecting names of dramatic pieces not mentioned 
in former lists ; and we afe sorry to be obliged to qualify our praise 
of it, by saying, that many inaccuracies occur in the titles, dates, au- 
thors' names, &c. These may, perhaps, be eri^ata of the press, but 
they deduct greatly from the utility of the book. 

The work which is now republished next claims to be noticed. 
It is professedly founded on Mr. David Erskine Baker's publica-* 
tion, in 2 vols* 12mo. 1764, entitled, The Companiori to the 
Playhouse ; or, an Historical Account of all the Dramatic 
Writers (arid their Works) that have appeared in Great Britain 
mnd Ireland, from the Commencement of Mir theatrical Exhibi-^ 
iions, down to the present Year 1764. Composed in the Form of 
a Dictionary, for the more readily turning to any particular 
Author, or Performance. 

Besides the labours of Langbaine, Gildon, Jacob, and Whiii*^ 
cop, Mr. Baker is said to have had the use of some manuscriptt 
belonging to Mr. Coxeter, a person who was very dihgent in 
ijollecting materials for the lives of the English poets *. That 

* Coxctcr's MSS. tfrere insertkms in an interleaved set of Jacob's Lives of tM 
Dramatic Poes ; together with n*any loose papers of memoirs and anecdotes. This 
i;entltman, we ane told, would hunt for seven years after a date, a chronologicat 
circumstauce, or a sepulchral inscription; and sttch men air of infinile use ta^ 
literature. 

Thomas Coxeter was born of an ancient and respectable family at Lechlade, 
in Gloucestershire, September 20, 1689. He was educated in grammatical learn- 
ing, first under the Rev. Mi. Collier, at Coxwell, in Berkshire, and afterwards 
under the Rev. Mr. Collins, at Magdalen College school, in Oxford. In his six- 
teenth year, he was entered a commoner of Trinity College, Oxford, July 7, 1705, 
His tutor there was the Rev. Mr. Edward Crankc, one of the fellows, afterwards 
preacher at Lincoln's Inn, and presented by the said college to the living of Great 
Wakhara, in Essex. From Oxford, where he wore a civilian's gown, he came to 
London, with a view of encaging in the practice of the civil law ; but losing hi* 
friend an<l patron. Sir John C(*ok, dean of the arches and vicar-general, itc. who 
died in 1710, he ab'andoned all thoughts of that and every other profession. Con- 
tinuing in London without any settled pursuit, he became acquainted with book* 
sellers and authors. He amassed materials for a Biography of our Poets, some of 
which appear to have been communicated to Mr. Warton by Mr. Wise, late Radr 
clivian librarian, and a contemporary with Mr. Coxeter at Trinity College. He 
assisted Mr. Ames in The Hiitory of British Typoi^raphy, He had a curious 
collection of old plays. He pointed out to Theobald many of the black lettered 
books, with which that critic illustrated Shakspeare. He compiled one, if not 
more, of the Indexes to Hudson's edition of Josephus, in 1720. In 17^9, he 
published anew edition of Dr. Bailey's (or rath«r Dr. Richard Hall's) Lift of Bishop 
Fisher, first printed in i(5<5. In the beginning of the year .1744, ^^^ circulated 
prpposfiU for printing; May'* plays, of Wilicli »tiiis i» an exact copy : « Spetdiij wilt 
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Mr. Baker possessed abilities fully competent to the undertakin 
the compliments which have been paid to his performance by 
several eminent writers sufficiently prove. The principal defect 
iu his account arose from his omitting the places wiiere the piece* 
were acted, and his not inserting the various editions of each play. 
He had likewise adopted Langbaine's alphabetical arrangement ia 
the account of authors, without noting either the dates or sizes -of 
their works, a species of information M'hich books of this kiiwl 
particularly want, and in which they have been hitherto singularly 
deficient. The judgment of Mr. Baker is for the most part 
correct, and his criticisms are well grounded; he seems also not 
to have suffered himself to be misled by prejudice or partiality^ 
With every abatement which the defects belonging to the perform- 
aoce might warrant, it was certainly the least exceptionable and 
raost generally approved work on the subject extant in the Englisb 



To correct the errors, and supply the defects of Mr. Baker'i 
work, it was found necessary to refer to the original publications 
of the several plays mentioned in the following volumes. Many 
mistakes, transmitted from writer to writer without examination, 
have by this means been rectified, and, it is presumed, much nevr 
information has been added. The whole is submitted to the can- 
dour and liberality of the public, 

** he ptthFuhfJ, The t)RAMATlc Works of Thomas May, Esquire, a contcmporarf " 
** with Ben Jonson, and, upon his decease, a competitor for the Bays, With Notes, 
and an Account of his Life and Writings. By Thomas Cox-eter, Es<inire, 
some time of Trinity Coliege, Oxford- The Editor, intendiwg to revive the best 
of our Old Plays, faithfully collated with all the editions that could be found 
in a senrch of above thirty years, happened to communicate his scheme to one 
who now invades it. To vindicate which, he is resolved to publish this deserving 
*' Author, though out of the order of his design. And as a late spurious edition cJ 
*'GoRBODUc is sufficient to shev^f what mistakes and confusion may be expected 
" from the medley now advertising in ten volumes, a correct edition will be added 
" of that excellent tragedy : with other Poetical Works of the renowned Sackvillc, 
" his Life, and a Glossary; These are offered as a specimen of the great care 
** which is necessary, and will constantly be used, in the revival of such old writers 
" as the Editor shall be encouraged to restore to the public in their genuine purity.? 
Though this design did not take effect, we learn from it, rliat he was the first who 
formed the very excellent scheme of publishing an ample selection of our obsolete 
dramas, adopted by Dodsley, and since perfected with great improvements. Saek- 
ville's Gor^odfwr, here referred to, is the same edition that was conducted by Mr, 
%nce, in 1736. 
Ift February 1746-7, Mr. Coxeter was appointed secretary to '* A Society fior 
the Encouragement of an Essay towards a complete English History,** under the 
iiispices of which appeared the first volume of Carte's U'tstcry of England. 

He died of a fever on Easter-day, April 19, 1747, in his 59th year; ar.d wa? 
ooriedin the chapcl-yard of the royal hospital of Bridewell. — GantUmans Mjgazuns, 
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ABBREVIATIONS EXPLAINED. 



B. or Bur. 
B.L.orb.l. 

B.O 

Bal 

C 

x^* JJ* » • . • 

\/^* A* • • • • • 
\^> \7» • • • • 
\^» Jul* • • • • 

CM 

V^* v/» • • • > 

v^* i^» • • • • 
D. or Dr. . 

m3* ^X. f • • • 

JLI» w. • • • . 

lu* £• • • f • 

U.F. 

D. N 

D. O. 

D. R* • • » . 

D.P 

D. S 

DT 
Divert. • . • 

Dr. L 

E 

F 

F.O 

F. T 

G.S 

xi. w. • • • • 

H. M 

HO 



BurIetta,or Burlesque, H. P Historical Play. 

Black Letter. H. T Historical Tragedj 

Ballad Opera. I. or Int. . . Interlude. 

Ballet. L. 1. F. . . . IJncoln's Ino FieU 

Comedy. M Masque. 

Comic Drama. M. C Musical Comedy. 

Comic Farce. M. D Musical Drama. 

Covent Garden. M. E Musical Eniertainir 

Comical History. M. F Musical Farce. 

Comical Moral, M. I Musical Interlude. 

Comic Opera. M. O Musical Opera. 

Comical Satire^ or Co- M. R Musical Romance. 

mic Sketch. MS Manuscript. 

Drama. Mel. D. . . , Melo-Drama. 

Dramatic Anecdote. N. A Not Acted. 

Dodsley*8 Collection of N. D No Date. 

Old Plays. N. P Not Printed. 

Dramatic Fntertain- O. • Opera, 

ment. O. P Occasional Prelude 

Dramatic Fable. P. ..♦,... Play. 

Dramatic Novel. P. D Pastoral Drama. 

Dramatic Opera. P. P Petite Piece. 

Dramatic Romance. P. T. C. , . PastoralTragi-Com 

Dramatic Poem. Pant Pantomime. 

Dramatic Satire. Past Pastoral. 

Dramatic Tale. Pre. Prelude. 

Divertisement. R. M. D. . . RomanticMelo-Dn 

Drury Lane. R. T Royal Tragedy. 

Entertainment. Rom. . • • • . Romance. 

Farce. S. Serenata. 

Farcical Opera. S. C. O. . . Serio-Comic Oper 

Fairy Tale, or French S. C. R. . . Serio-Comic Roma 

Tragedy. . Sat Satire, or Satirical 

Grand Spectacle. Sk. ...... Sketch. 

Historical Comedy. Spec. . . • • . Spectacle. 

Haymarket. T Tragedy. 

Hawkins's Origin of T. C, . . . . .Tragi'-Com. 

the English Drama. T.CO.P.F. Tragi-Comi Opera 

Pastoral Farce. 
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A. R. Gent. — ^These initials we 
find prefixed to a dramatic piece 
entitled 

The Valiant Welchman, Tragi- 
comedy. 

None of tlie writers gire any 

. account of this author> nor even 

l>iht at bis name ; yet we cannot 

help venturing one conjecture in 

regard to him 5 which is, that we 

think it not improbable to have 

heen Mr. Robert Armin, author of 

a comedy called The Hiftory of the 

Two Maids of More Clacke: there 

heing some resemblance in the 

manner and style of the two titles, 

and the difference of only six years 

inibeirdatesj the last-named piece 

having been published in the year 

^^i and this before us- in l6l5. 

AoAMs, Georqb, M. a. — This 

gendera^n was some time Fellow 

^St. John's College, Cambridge j 

1. A. 1729 s M. A. 1735. He 

translated the foHoWing plays of 

Sophocles, printed in 8yo. 2 vols. 

1729: 

1, Jjax. 

% Electra, 

3. CESfms Tyr annus, 

4; jintigone, 

5. CEdifms ColoHevs. . 

6. Trachinice, 

7. Pfdloctetes* 

TOL. I. 
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He also wrote 

The Heathen Martyr ; or, Thf 
Death of Socrates, Hist. JTrag. 
4to. 1745. 

Adamsoic, John. Of this gen- 
tleman, we can only stale, that 
he is the translator, from the Por- 
tuguese language, of 

Dona Ignez de Castro, Trag. 
12mo. 1808. 

Adjdington, Sir William, 
was for many years chief magis- 
trate of the Public Office, Bow 
Street 5 and published, in I77^i a 
very useful work,, called An Abridge 
ment of Penal Statutes, of which 
several improved editions have 
since appeared. Sir* William r^i- 
tired from office a few years ago, 
but is still living. He claims a 
place in the present work on ac* 
count of the following piece, which 
has sometimes' been erroneously 
ascribed to Hugh Kelly : 

The Prince of Agra. T. 1774. 
Not printed, 

Addison, Joseph, ^his very 
gr^at ornament to the ag^ he 
lived in, his own country in parti* 
cular, and to the cause of polite li-^ 
terature in general, was son of the 
Rev. Dr. Launcelot Addison, who 
afterwards became Dean of Litch* 
6eld and Coventry, but^ at the time 
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bf this son*s birth, was rector of encouragement for him so tcr 

Milestone near Ambresbury, Wilts 5 do, and an indulgence to an in- 

at which place thesubject of our pre- cltnation for travel, which showed 

sent consideratiqn received his vital itself in Mr. Addison^ procured 

breath, on the 1st day i)f May 1672. him an annual pension of 300/. 

He was very early sent to school to from the crown, to enable him 

Ambresbury, being put under the to make the tour of France and 

care of the Rev* Mr. Naish,^ then Italy. 

master of that school 5 from thence. On this tour then he set out at 
as soon as he had received the first the latter end of the year 1699, 
rudiments of literature, he was re- and did his country great honour by 
moved to Salisbury school, taught his extraordinary abilities 3 receiv- 
by the Rev. Mr. Taylor, and after ing in his turn every mark of 
that to the Charterhouse, where esteem that could be shown to a 
he was under che tuition of tlie man of exalted genius, particu- 
learned Dr. Ellis. Here he first larly from M. Boileau, the famous 
contracted an intimacy with I^r. French poet, and the Abbe Sal* 
Steele, afterwards Sir Richard, vini,, professor of the Greek tongue 
which continued almost till his in the university of Florence 5 th« 
death. At about fifteen years pf former of whom declared, that he 
age he was entered of Queen's first conceived an opinion of the 
College, Oxford; and, in about £ngli>)h genius for poetry from 
two years afterwards, through the Mr. Addison's Latin poems print- 
interest of Dr. Lancaster, president ed in the Musce AngHcaiKB j and 
of Magdalen, elected into that the latter translated into elegant 
college, and admitted to the de- Italian verse, his Epistolary Poem 
grees . of bachelor and roaster of to Lord Halifax, which is esteem- 
arts, ed a masterpiece in its kind. 

While he was at the university. In the year 1 702, as he was 
he was repeatedly solicited by his about to return home, he was in- 
father' and other friends to enter formed, from his friends in Eng- 
kito holy orders, which, although land, by letter, that King William 
from his extreme modesty and na- intended him the po%X, of secretazy 
tural diffidence, he would gladly to attend ' the army under Prince 
have declined, yet, in compliance Eugene in Italy. This was an 
with his father's dedres, he was office that would have been ex« 
*once very near concluding on 5 tremely acceptable to Mr. Addi- 
Ijrhen having, through Mr. Con- sonj but His Majesty's death, 
greve's means, become a great fa- which happened before he could 
vourite with that universal patron get his appointment, put a stop 
of poetry and the polite arts, the to that, together with his pension. 
famous Lord Halifax, that noble- This news came to him at Creneva; 
man, whp had frequently regretted he therefore chose to make the 
that so few men of liberal educa- tour of Gtetmany in his way home, 
tion and great abilities applied and at Vienna composed his Trea* 
themselves to afiairs of public /we on Medals, which* however 
business, in which their country did not make its appearance till 
might reap the advantage of their after his death, 
talents, earnestly persuaded him to A different set of ministers corn- 
lay aside this, design^ and^ as an ing to the management of afi&irs 

• * * • « * •■«. 
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in the beginning of Queen Anne's 
*eigir, and consequently the inte- 
*"e8t of Mr. Addison*s friends being 
Considerably weakened, he conti- 
i^ued unemployed and in d^scu- 
HtytiJl 1704 J when an accident 
Called him again into notice. 

The amazing victory gained by 
^he great Duke of Marlborough at 
Bieobeim^ exciting a desire in 
the Earl of Godolphin, then Lord 
High Treasurer, to have it cele- 
hrated in verse. Lord Halifax, to 
whom that nobleman had com- 
municated this his wish^ recom- 
l&eoded Mr. Addison to hini^ as 
the only person who was likely to 
execute such a task in a manner 
adequate to the subject: in which 
he succeeded so happily^ that when 
the poem be wrote, viz. The Cam" 
p(ttgn, was finished no further than 
to the celebrated simile of the 
aogd, the Lord High Treasurer 
was so delighted with it, that he 
immediately presented the author 
with the place of one of the com- 
missioners of appeals in the Excise, 
in the room of Mr. Locke, then 
lately deceased* 

In the year 1705, he attended 
Lord Halifax to Hanover; and in 
the succeeding year was appoint- 
ed nnder-secretary to Sir Charles 
Hedges, then Secretary of State j 
•or did he lose this post on the 
removal of Sir Charles j the Earl 
of Sunderland, who succeeded to 
that gentleman, willingly conti^ 
Quing Mr. Addison as his under- 
secretaiy. 

In 1709, Lord Wharton, being 
appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ire-- 
land, nominatexi our author secre- 
taiy for that kingdom 3 the Queen 
at the same time, bestowii^ on 
bim also the post of keeper of the 
xecords in Ireland. But when, in 
the latter end of Her Majesty's 
i^gn; ^ apAinisti/ wa& . again 
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changed, and Mr. Addison ex« 
pected no further employment, he 
gladly submitted to a ret'u-ement,* 
wherein he had formed a design, 
which it is itiuch to be regretted 
that he never had in his power to 
put in execution ; viz. the conar» 
piling of a Dictionary, to ^x the 
standard of the English language; 
upon the same kind of plan with 
the famous Dittionario delta Crusca 
of the Italians ; a work in no lan- 
guage so much wanted as in our 
own, and which, from so mas- 
terly, so elegant, and so correct a 
pen. as this gentleman's, could not 
have failed being executed to the 
greatest degree of perfection. Wei 
have, however, the less reason td 
lament this loss, as the same de* 
sign has sinde been carried on, and 
brought to a nlaturity that reflects 
the highest honour on our country 
in general, and its author in parti- 
cular; nor, after, this character, 
can we, we think, have need to 
enter into a further explanation, or 
even hint that we mean Dr. Samuel 
Zohw^oTis Dictionary of the English 
Language, 

What prevented Mr. Addison's 
pursuing this design, was his being 
again called out into public busi- 
ness; for, on the death of the 
Queen, he was appointed secretary 
to the Lords Justices j then again, 
Sept. 23, 1714, secretary to Lord 
Sunderland, as Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland; and, on Lord Sunder* 
land's resignation of the lord lieu- 
tenancy, he was made one of the 
lords commissioners of trade.' 

In 1716, he married the Coun- 
tess of Warwick, and in the en- 
suing year was raised to the high 
dignity of one of Her Majesty's 
Principal Secretaries of State. The 
fatigues of this important post be- 
ing too much for Mr. Addison's 
constitution^ which was naturally 
b2 
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not an extraordinary one^ he was nation^ of that love for h!& coonttyi 
Yerysoon obliged to resign it> in- which was the constant guide of 
tending, for the remainder of his all his actions. But Jast of all, 
life> to pursue the completion x>£ let us view him as a Christian^ in 
some literary designs which he had which light he will appear still 
planned out : but this he had no more exalted than in ady other, 
long time allowed him for the And to this end nothing perhaps 
doing; an asthma and dropsy^ oc- can more effectually lead us than 
casioned by drinking strong white the relating an anecdote concern- 
wines, carrying him off the stage ing his death, in the wordt* of one 
of this world before he could finish of the best men, as well as the best 
any of his schemes. He departed writers, who, in a pamphlet writ- 
this life at Holland House, near ten almost entirehr to introduce 
Kensington, on the 17th of June this little story, svieaks of him in 
17 1 9, having then just entered into the following manner : 
his 48th year, and left behind him <^ After a long and manly, but 
one only daughter. '* vain, struggle with his distem- 
As a writer we need say little of " per (says he), he dismissed his 
him ; as the general esteem his " physicians, and with them all 
works were, still are, and ever '' hopes of life : but with his hopei 
must be, held in, '' phads (as " of life he dismissed not his con- 
" Shakspeare says) like angels, " cem for the living j but sent for 
V trumpeMongud,** in their be- " a youth (Lord Warwick) nearly 
half. As a poet, his Cata, in the '* related, and finely accomplished, 
dramatic, and his Campaign, in ** but not above being the better 
the heroic way, will ever maintain " for good impressions from a dy- 
a place among the first-rate works ** lag friend. He came 5 but lift 
of either kind. Yet we cannet help ^' now glimmering in the socket, 
thinking even these excplled by */ the dying friend was silent.— 
the elegance, accuracy, and eleva- *' After a decent and proper pause^ 
tion of his prose writings -, among " the youth said. Dear Sir ! you 
which, his papers in the Tatler, f* sent for. me: I believe, and I 
Spectator, and Guardian, hold a '^ hope, that you have some com' 
foremost rank, and must continue *' mandsi I snail hold them, most 
the objects of admiration, so long " sacred. May distant ages (pro- 
as the English language retains its '^ ceeds this author) not only hean 
purity, or any authors who have *' but feel, the reply !— {"orciblj 
• written in it continue to be read* ^'grasping the youth's hand, h« 
As a man, it is impossible to say *' softly said. See in ti^hat peace a, 
too much, and it would even ex- '^ Christian can rfie.— He spoke 
tend beyond our present limits, to " with difficulty, and soon, ex- 
iay enough in his praise, as he '' pired." The pamphlet from 
was in every respect truly valuable, which this is quoted is entitled 
In private life he was amiable, in Conjectures on onginal Compositim, 
public employment honourable ; a and, although published anony* 
tealous patriot j faithful to his mously, was written by the great 
friends, and steadfast to his prin- Dr. Edward Yoiing. Nor cati we 
ciples 5 and the noble sentiments with more propriety close our cha» 
which every where breathe through racter of Mr. Addison than witfc 
his Gato, are no more than ema-* thi^ very g^nttemen'i observn^iont 
4 • ^ • ■ 
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on the JQSt^mentioned an^cdote> 
when^ after telling nsthat it is to 
this circuinstanoe Mr. Tickell re- 
fers^ where^ in his lines on this 
great man*s deaths he has these 
words : 

*' He taught us how to live^ and, oh! 

too high 
•* A price for knowledge, taugbt us how 

to die—" 

thus proceeds Dr. Young : '^ Had 
*' not this poor plank heen thrown 
out, the chief article of his glory 
would probably have been sunk 
fpr ever, and late ages had re- 
f ' ceived but a fragment of his 
'' fame : a fragment glorious in- 
*f deed, for his genius how bright ! 
^' But to commend him for com- 
*' position, though immortal, is 
'* detraction now, if there our en- 
** comium ends. Let us look fur- 
ther to that concluding scene, 
which spoke human nature not 
^* Unrelated to the Divine. To 
^* that let us pay the long and 
'* large arrear of our gifeatly post- 
"' humous applause.** 

A little further he thus termi- 
nates this noble encomium : " If 
** powers were not wanting, a mo- 
** nument more durable than those 
f of marble should proudly rise, 
•' in this ambitious page, to the 
•*^ new and far nobler Addison, 
" than that which you and the 
" public have so long and so much 
" admired : nor this nation only, 
" for it is Europe's Addison as 
^' well as Qurs; though 'Europe 
" knows not half his titles to her 
*^ esteem, being as yet unconscious 
** that the dying^ Addison far out- 
** shines her Addison immortal.'* 
Having thus given some account 
pf the life and death of this great 
man, nothing more remains in this 
place to be done, than to give a list 
of his dramatic pieces, which were 
the following three : 
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1. Rosamond. Op. 4to. 1707. 

2. Catd. Trag. 4to. 1713. 

3. The Drummer. Com. 4to. 
1715. 

In a new edition of Steele's * 
Epistolary Correspondence, publish* 
ed by Mr. Nichols in I8O9, 8vo. 
is the first act of an anonymous 
tragedy, which is conjectured, up- 
on internal evidence, to have been 
the work of Addison. 

Alabaster,* William. This 
author was born at Hadleigh in 
Suffolk, and elected from West- 
minster School to Trinity College, 
in the university of Cambridge, in 
1583, where he took the degree 
of Master of Arts.j and was after- 
wards incorporated of the uni- 
versity of Oxford, 7.th of July 
15p2« Wood says, he Was the 
rarest poet arid Grecian that any 
one age or nation produced. He 
attended the unfortunate Robert, 
Earl of Essex, in his voyage to 
Cadiz, as his chaplain 5 but, enter* 
taining some doubts upon religion, 
he was prevailed upon to declare 
himself a Roman Catholic, and 
wrote a pamphlet to vindicate his 
conduct on the occasion. Be- 
coming disgusted with his ne^ 
friends, however, he changed a 
second time, and returned to the 
church of England. He was made 
prebendary of St. PauPs cathedral in ' 
London, doctor of divinity, and 
rector of Tharfield in Hertford- 
shire. He died about the begin- 
ning of April 1640, and was bu- 
ried by his friend, Nicholas Bacon, 
of Gray's Inn, whom he appointed 
his executor. 

He was the author of several 
works, and one Latin j^ay, which 
Dr. Johnson mentions with appro- 
bation in his life of Miltoa ^ see 
p. 7' It was called 

Roxana, Trag. 12mo. 1632, 
B 3 
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He also published Lexicon Pen- 
faglotton, fol. 1637. 

Aldbrson^ Miss. See Opie> 
Mrs. 

Alexander, William> Earl 
of Sterling. The family of this 
North British bard was originally 
^ branch of the Macdonalds. — 
Alexander Macdonald, their an- 
cestor, obtained from the family of 
Argyle a grant of the lands of 
Menstry, inCIacmananshire,where 
they fixed their residence, and took 
their surnames from the Christian 
pame of their predecessor. Our 
author was born in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth \ and, during the 
ipinority of James VI. of Scotland, 
he gave early specimens of a rising 
genius, and much improved the 
Ine parts he had from nature, by 
a very polite and extensive educa- 
tion. He first travelled abroad as 
tutor to the Earl of Ai^ylej and, 
af^er his return, being happy in so 
great a patron as the Earl, be was 
caressed by persons pf the $rst 
fashion,' while he yet moved in the 
sphere of a private gen^eman. — 
Mr. Alexander, having a strong 
propensity to poetry, d<A:lined en- 
tering upon any public employ- 
pient for somie years,'and dedicated 
all his time to the study of the an- 
cient poets, upon whom he formed 
his taste. Although King James 
had but few regal qualities, yet he 
certainly, was an encourager of 
learned men. Accordingly, he soon 
took Mr. Alexander into his fa- 
vour, and accepted the poems 
our author presented to him with 
the most condescending marks of 
^steem. In thp year I6l4, he 
created l:im a knight, and gave 
hiria the place of master of ihe re- 
quests. Charles I. also bestowed 
pn him great marks of the royal 
favour, and made him secretary of 
f tate for the Scotch affairs^ iA place 
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of the Earl of Haddington, 
peer, by the title di Vi 
Sterling ; soon after which h< 
him to the dignity of an E 
letters patent^ dated 14 Jun< 
upon the solemnity of Hi 
jesty's coronation, at the pj 
Holyrood House, in Edii 
His Lordship enjoyed the \ 
secretary, with the most 
mished reputation, for th< 
of fifteen years, even to his 
which happened on the ] 
February l640. 

His Lordship*s dramatic 
are, 

1. Darius. Trag. 4to. 

2. Croesus, Trag. 4to 

3. Julius CcBsar, Tras 
1604. 

4. The Alfixandrcean T 
4to. 1605. 

His works were publij 
folio, 1637. 

Allen, - To a 

man of this name are ascri 
following dramatic pieces : 

1. Hymen, Int. 1764. 

2. Hezekiah, S. D. 8v< 
Allingham, John Til 

gentleman is the son of 
merchant in the city of ] 
and was' brought up to tl 
fession of the law : bu 
chiefly known to the pub 
dramatist, and that a very 
ful one. The following is 
hl'^ productions in this wa; 

1 . Fortune* s Frolic, . Fan 

1799- 

2. *Tis all a Farce,. 1 

1800. 

3. Marriage Promise, 
1803. 

4,, Mrs, Wiggins, Qon 
. 8vo. J 803 . 

5, Hearts of Oak, C. 8^ 

6, Romantic Lover. Cis 

7, The Weathercock,, ] 
1806. 



n.JFhoWtns? M. F. 180S. Shawj and distinguished hinisetf; 
Not printed. . by his application 16 literature and 

9. Independence, Com. I8O9. the fine arts. At the age of eigh- 
^ot printed. teen ornineteen, he was appoint-^ 

To him has also been ascribed, ed a lieutenant in the Berkshire 

10. Transformation, Mus. F. militia, on the first calling out of 
1810. Not printed. that bodyj and he remained in 

Amphlett, ■■ A resident the regiment till it was disembo- 

at Wolverhampton 5 at the theatre died. He married Miss Anne 
in which town the following dra- Penrose, daughter of the Rev. • 
xnatic piece of his was performed : Mr. Penrose, rector of Newbury, 

The Astronomer, F. 1802. by whom he had three children. 

Andrews, Miles Petei^. This Mr. Andrews was author of seve- 
HeDtleman is aliving author, Mem- ral publications; among others, 
l)er of Parliament for Bewdley, ' the following : Anecdotes, ancient 
and a dealer in gunpowder ; but and modem, with Observations, 
Iht works (which are as follow), 1789j A History of Great Britain^ 
in their efi^t, by no means re- connected with the Chronology if' 
semble so active a composition, Europe, Ijgs j Continuation of 
being utterly deficient in point of Henry's History of Great Britain^ 
force and splendour : His claim to a place in this work 

1. The Election. Mus. Int. 8vo. is founded on the following piece r 
1774. The Inquisitor, T. 8vo. 1798. 

2. The Conjuror, Farce. 1774. Assisted by H. J. Pye, Esq. poetr 
Not printed. laureate. 

3. Beiphegor'y or. The Wishes, Mr. Andrews, who was one of 
Com. Op. . 1778. N. P. the magistrates of the police office, 

4. Summer Amusement ', or, An Queen Square, Westminster, died 
Adventure at Margate, Com. Op. Aug. 6, 1797* 

?779. This was written in con- Anspach, Margravine of. 
junction with Mr. Miles. N. P. This lady, who is much celebrated 

5. Fire and Heater, Bal. Op. for her gaiety, wit, and talents, 
%vo. 178O. is the youngest daughter of Au- 

6. Dissipation, C. 8vo. 178I. gustus. Earl of Berkeley, and born 

7. The Baron Kinkvervanhots- in December 1750. At little more 
€iorsprakengatchdern, M.C. 8vo. than sixteen, she married William, 
178 1. late Lord Craves, by whom she 

8. The Best Bidder, F. 1782. had seven childrei;; and hisLord- 
Kot printed. ' ship dying in Sept. I791> she mar- 

9. Reparation, C. 8vo. 1784. ried^ at Lisbon, the Margrave of 

10. Better Late than Never, C, Anspach and Bareith 5 who soon 
8vo. N. D. [1790*] after, having no issue by his former 

11. Mysteries of the Castle, lady, sold his margraviate in Jan. 
D. T. 8vo. 1795. 1792, for a large pension for life, 

Andrews, James Petit,F.S. A. to his nearest male heir, the then 
was the younger son of Joseph King of Prussia, and settled in 
Andrews, Esq. of Sh^w House, England. The Margrave died Jan . 
pear Newbury, Berks} was edu- 5, ISO6. The Margravine pub- 
cated by a private tutor, the lishcd in 4to. 1789, A Journey 
Rev. Mr. Matthews, regU)r of through the Crimea to Constantly 

b4 
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nppk ('in a Series of Letters, \phatTarleton had written of btn, 

which arc Iwghly entertaining). She so respected his persqn, bo fre- 

has also produced the following' quented his plays^ and so, k^anaed 

dramatic pieces ; his humour and manoers, that,;; 

1. Ihe Sommmhuie. 12xpo. from his private practice^ be came 
177s. to public playii^ his partes 5. and 

2. The Miniature Picture. C. . was in great i:epute for tb^ ^nie 
Svo. 178I. all the former.part of Kimg James's 
* 3. The Silver Tanlard, 3V1. F. reign. 

178i. N. P. He was the a.uthor of 

4, The Arcadian Pastoral. Mus. The Two Mai^s of More Clacie^ 

Piece. 1782. N. P. liist. 4to..l609. 



1782. 



5. The Statue Feast. P» 

N.,P. 

' 6. The Yorkshire Ghost. 

1794. N. P. 

7. Princess of Georgia. 

1799* N. P. 

8. Puss in Boots. Pant. 

9. Nourjad. D.P. 1803. N.P. 

10. Love in a Conveni. Coin. 

1305, jsr.p. 



Com. 

Op* 

1799. 



He likewise wrote a book called 
ji Nest of Minnies, pmply of them* 
selves, iviti Compounds, lOC^i 
^nd ^t Stationers* Hall was enter*. 
^d, in the same year, *^ a book 
'5 called phantasi^, the Jta&a* 
*f Taylor, and his Boy, . made by 
'* Mr. Arroin, servant to His Ma- 
" jesty .^' We have in another place 
yentured a surmise in regard tp his 



Armin, Robert. This author having been the author of. one 



was an actor hi the Globe, Black 
Friars, and was living in I611, 
jsom&.verses having been addressed 
to him in that year by John Da- 
vies, of Hereford j from which he 
ilppears to have occasionally per- 
formed the part of the Fool, or 
Clown, in Shakspeare*s plays. 
In Tarleton's Jests it is said, that 



dramatic piece, from ^he corre- 
spondence of the prefixed initials* 
(See page 1, A. R.) There was 
published, in the year l604, 9 
pamphlet entitled A Discourse of 
Elizabeth Arjnin, who, with sorne. 
other Complices, aitempted to poi- 
soTT'her Husband. 
Whether .this anecdote has .any 



he was an apprentice at first to a reference to our a\ithor we cannot 
goldsmith in Lombard Street, and^ pretend to affirm ;; but think it by 



that going to a tavern in Grace- 
church Street, to dun the keeper 
thereof, who was a debtor to his 
Uiaster^ Tarleton, who of the 
master' of tiiat tavern was now 
only a lodger In if, saw some verses 
written by Armin on the wainscot 
upon his 'master's said debtor, 
whose name was Charles Tarleton, 



no means improbable, fronti the 
correspondence of the date with 
tlie time in which he flourished. 

Armstroijg, Dr. JojiN. ,^.This 
gentleman was bom at CastletcH), 
in Roxburghshire, in Scotland, 
about 17095 and, after a liberal 
education, devoted himself to.. the 
siudy of physic J in which, tbough 



and liked them so well, that he he was esteemed to have madfe a 
wrote others under thetai# propbe- considerable proficiency, he never 



sying, that as he was> so Armin 
$hould be: therefore called him his 
adopted son, to wear the cjown's 
suit after him. And so it fell out $ 
for the boy was so pleased with 



arrived at much practice. He/ 
however, was appointed phjMcian 
to the King's army;, a post which, 
we believe, he held at his death. 
His \vork|h haye^ great ineqaa^itiesf 



ArBrJJ 

fome of tb^m beuig' poMessed <if 
every requisite to be sought after 
h the most perfect composition, 
^hile others caa hardly be con- 
sidered as superior to the produc- 
tions of (nedipprity itself. His 
-Hrtt^ preserving Health, a poem, 
is his best performance^ acjd will 
transmit his name to posterity, as 
one of the first English writers. 
He died in September 1779. 

In ilie year 1770, two volumes 
of Miscellanies were printed, in 
which is included 

The Forced Marriage, Trag. ' 
written in 1754. 

Arnb, Dr. Thomas Augus- 
71 KE, was born on the 28th of 
May 1710. His father, Mr. Ame, 
an eminent upholsterer, in King 
Street, Covent Garden, is the per- 
sou supposed to have been in- 
tended by Addison, in his cele- 
brated character of the Fblittcian, 
in the 155th atid l60th numbers 
ff The Toiler. He was probably 

Stbe same who perished so 
, Jorably in the Fleet Prison : for, 
in The Tafkr, he is not only men- 
tioned as a bankrupt, but, in a 
fieport read in the House of Com- 
mofis, on the 2d of March 1728, 
it appears, that a Mr. Edward 
Arof*, upholsterer, being in the tap- 
room of that prison, was suddenly 
seized, without the least provoca- 
tioQ,aQd forced into a damp, nau- 
seoQSy and unwholesome dungeon, 
vitbout fire or covering j where, 
through excessive cruelty for the 
space of six weeks, he lost his 
^ses, and died*.-— If is son, at 



• On the Report of this Commitfr^ 
John liiiggins, the warden of the Fleet, 
was fried for niMrder, but acquitted. 
Jaines Barnes, his agent, by ^hom this 
-outrage was committed, fled, and was 
never tried. However, the Lord Chief 
Justice Raymond was of opinion, that, 
bad be been on his trial, and the fact 
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an early period of life, was p^ t^ . 
the study cf the law -, a professioa 
equally iucoQsist^it with his |^» 
nius and inclination, and which 
naturally led hjm into scenes of 
gaiety. He accordingly negleoted 
that dry study j and, having pri-^ 
vately procured dn old violin, Gokt 
upon Littleion was left unmc^sted 
on the shelf, while he stole to a 
garret with necessary caution, and 
there indulged the natural pro^^ 
pensity of his inind. By this mode 
of application, and probably with* 
out the assistance of a master, he 
soon acquired such facility of exe« " 
cution, as to play in a band witb 
regularity and judgment. His ia*. 
jjier had never received the least 
intimation of his strong propen- 
sity to music 5 and, being acci- 
dentally invited to a concert, in 
which the young lawyer bore a 
part, he was exceedingly surprised 
to see him seated among the per<< 
formers, in full glory. The son,; 
being called upon for an explana-* 
tion, candidly revealed the whole 
progress of his new acquisition ; 
and gave such satisfactory reasons 
for hi^ conduct, that his father at 
last consented to his relinquishing 
the study of the law for that of 
music, though the former had cost 
him a very considerable sum. 

The youth, being thus emanci- 
patejl from a pursuft so irksome 
to his feelings, placed himself un- 
proved against him, he would undoubt- 
edly have been found guilty of murder, 
having certainly exceeded his duty, and 
been guilty of a breach of that trust,, 
which the. law reposed in him, and4)e^ 
ing therefore answerable for sdl conse- 
quences. Various other cruelties, exer** 
cised tiy these wretches, gave rise to this 
Committee, which the humane Thomson 
has celebrated in his IVinffr, line 55^ 
to 388 : 

" And here can I forget tlic gencrons 
band," &C. 
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d^ the tuition bf Festin, ^n Ex- 
cellent performer on l^e violin j 
and applied him^lf to the gciencc 
with such assiduity^ that he soon 
tivalled the eminent abilities of bis 
master. The superiority of his 
execution^ and the rank be was 
Hkely one day to hold in the mil- 
sical world, recommended him to 
a familiar intercourse with Fari- 
nelli, Senesino, Geminiani, and 
(he other great Italian contempo- 
rary musicians, through whose 
means he obtained free access to 
the King's Theatre 5 where, by a 
constant and studious attendance, 
he acquired that perfection of taste 
in performance and composition, 
which so highly distinguished him. 
The first regular engagement 
into which Mr. Arne entered, as 
a public performer, was that of 
leader of the band at the Theatre 
Royal in Drury Lane. In this si- 
tuation he was distinguished for 
several years 3 and the excellence 
of his performance would alone 
have been sufficient to immortal- 
ize his name, had he never been 
luaown as a composer. 

At the early age of eighteen, 
Mr. Arne produced the opera of 
Rosamond', but was not very suc- 
cessful in this first attempt, the 
performance being but little re- 
lished by the public. Soon after, 
he set to music Alfred, a masque, 
written, in conjunction, by Thom- 
son and Mallet, for His B!byal 
Highness Frederic, Prince of Wales. 
• This was performed on the 1st of 
August 1740, in the gardens of 
Cliefden, in commemoration of the 
accession of George I. and in ho- 
nour of the birth-day of the Prin- 
cess of Brunswick 3 the Prince and 
yrincess of Wales, with their whole 
court, being present at the repre- 
sentation. The inimitable masque 
pi Covius. as altered fron^ Milton^ 



and adapted for the stage by Dr/ 
Dalton^ which was the next in suc- 
cession, established Mr. Ame'g 
fame on a solid basis. Nothing, 
indeed, can be conceived more 
perfect than the rich vein of har- 
mony contained in the first slow 
movement of the overture; nor 
are the successive symphonies, 
airs, and. chorusses, inferior in 
point of merit, or less worthy of 
admiration. 

It would be an endless task to 
point out the several beauties in 
this great master's various compo- 
sitions 5 and, indeed, the pr^uc- 
tions themselves are so well known, 
that any particular panegyric on 
them will be unnecessary, when 
we have just mentioned their re- 
spective titles. 

Among these are, the opera of 
Eliza, Thomas and Saily, the 
masque of Britannia, the songs in 
As You Like It and The Merchant 
of Fenice, The Arciidian Nuptials, 
King Arthur, ElfHda, Caraciacus, 
Artaxerxes, The Guardian Out'^ 
witted, and The Rose (the three 
last of which were written, as 
well as composed, by Dr. Arne) 3 
not to mention the almost innu- 
merable cantatas, songs, catches, 
and glees, sung at. the several places 
of public resort, and published in 
collections under various titles. His 
songs in The Lyric Harmony dis- 
f^y most exquisite taste, and are 
deemed the standards of the trua 
genuine £nglish ballad. 

In the oratorio style. Dr. Arne 
composed The Sacrifice, or. Death 
of Abel; Judith', and Alfred the 
Gr^t. His last composition was 
Caraftacus, 

The degree of Doctor of Musi« 
was conferred on Mr. Arne, by the 
university of Oxford, July 6, 1 759 j 
on which occasion he cpmposed 
4a achnisslon ode^ which is not in 
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print. In the 26th year of his age 
b« married Miss Cecilia Young, 
a pnpll of Creminiani, and a fa- 
Tourite singer of those times. 

The following anecdote of Dr. 
Arne is curious and interesting. 
During his residence at Ditton, 
near Hampton Court, he received 
a visit from Mr. Garrick, chiefly 
with a view of hearing Miss Brent, 
whose taste the Doctor had culti- 
vated with ui^comraon pains, and 
on whose vcxial powers he justly 
aet a very high value. Garrick 
readily acquiesced in her superior 
fl^erit I hut at the same, time told 
the Doctor, that all his geese were 
iwans. '-' Tommy (said he, in 
♦' his usual familiar way)^ you 
^'should consider that music is^ 
" at best, but pickle to my roast- 

(' beef"—'' By , Davy (re- 

" plied the Doctor, in a strain of 
•' equal jocularity), your beef 
"shall be well pick kd. before I 
-' have done.*^ Miss Brent accord- 
ingly made her first appearance at 
Covent Garden in The Beggar's 
Optra ; which was repeated with 
such success through the whole 
season, that the Drury Lane house 
Vras yearly deserted, except on 
those nights when Garrick himself 
performed. His exertions to re- 
trieve his honour and interests on 
this occasion proved a considerable 
injury to his health, and furnished 
the real cause of his journey, to 
Italy^ in company with Mrs. Gfar- 
rick. At his return, he even 
found hioiself obliged tp gratify 
the public taste^ by pickling his 
roast-beef after Dr. Ame's me- 
thod j for which purpose he en- 
gaged Miss Wright (9fter wards 
married to Mr. Michael Arne), 
as the only rival who could be opr 
posed to Mifts Bre^t wi^ suc- 
cess. 
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Dr. Arne died on the 5i\i ot 
March IJJS, of a spasm on hi» 
lungs; retaining his faculties to 
the last moment of his existence. 
He had originally been instructed 
in the principles of the Romish 
church : these, however, he had 
for many years wholly neglected^ 
as inconsistent with a life of ease 
and gallantry, in which he in- 
dulged to the full extent of his 
purse and constitution. In his 
last stage, the dormant seeds of 
early maxims and prejudices (as 
is usually the case) revived in hit 
bosom, too strong to be checked, 
or perhaps discriminated, by sound 
reason. The complicated .train of 
doubts, hopes, and fears, operated 
so forcibly on theDoctor*s feelings, 
at this awful period, that a priest 
was sent for, by whom he wa$ 
soon awed into a state of miost sub- 
missive repentance. In thus re? 
newing the duties of the Christian, 
•those of his professional line were 
not forgotten ; for about an hour 
before his death he sung an 
harmonious Halleluja 5 a flighty of 
fancy, calculated, as it \yere, to, 
usher him into the other world. 

Though possessed of abiii^ea 
which seemed to promise him both 
fortune and reputation, he was 
always in narrow circumstances; 
to which an unbounded attach- 
ment to the fair sex might 9 gpod 
deal contribute. He was author 
of the following pieces : 

\, Artaxerxes. Op. 8vo. 176I. 

2. The Guardian Outwittid, G. 
Qp\ 8vo. 1764. 

3. The Rose, Com. Op. Sva 
17?3. 

4. The Contest of Beauty and 
Virtue. M. 4to. 1773. 

5. A Pasticcio. 4to. 1773. 

6. Phoebe qit Court, Op. 4t^ 
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Dr. Arne was the supposed au- 
thor also of, 

7. The Cooper, M. Ent. 8vo. 
J772. 

8. Doit Saverioi M. D. 4to. 
1750. 

Arnold, Cornelius. Of this 
Author we can learn no particulars, 
4Bxcept that we are told he was at 
iMie time one of the ushers of 
Merchant Taylors' School. But 
this seems not to have very riatu- 
nWj led to his ultimate station ; 
ft>r in the latter part of his life he 
vas beadle of the Distillers' Cgm- 
pany. In a volume of Poems, 
published in 1 757, in 4to. is a 
play by him called 

Osman, Trag. 

Arnold, ■ . Author of 

The Sectet, or Nothing, Dr. 
piece. I8O7. N. P. 

Arnold, Samuel James. This 
gentleman is the son of the late 
Dr, Arnold, of musical celebrity. 
And is married to a daughter of 
Mr. Pye, the poet-laureate. He 
is a proprietor of an establishment 
At tlie Lyceum for the perform- 
Anceof English Operas in the sum- 
mer season ; and, besides a novel, 
in three volumes, 1796, called The 
Creole, or Haunted Island, has 
j)roduced the following dramatic 
pieces : 

* I. j4uld Rohin Gray. M. Ent. 
pvo. 1794. 

2. IVho pays the Reckoning P 
M. E. 1795. N. P. 

• 3. Shiptvreck, Com. Op. 8vo. 

179^. 

4. Irish Legacy. M.F. 1797- 
N.P. 

5. Veteran Tar, C. Op. Svo. 
180K 

6. Foul Deeds unll rise, M. D. 
avo. 1804. 

7,PriorCltnm, C. Svo. 1805 
(in* conjunction with Mr. Pye). 
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8. i^ all Night, CO. leog, 

N.P. 

9* BritairCs Jubilee, M. Piece._ 
I8O9. N. P. 

10. Man and Wife, C. Svo. 
I8O9. 

11. The Maniac, S. CO. 1810. 
N. P. 

12. Plots i Mel. Dr. Op. 1810. 
N.P. 

Arrowsmith, Mr. This gen- 
tleman was of Cambridge, and 
had the degree of Master of Art*, 
Langbaine alone informs us, that 
to him was ascribed a play, which, 
however, was published anony- 
mously, entitled 

The Reformation. C. 4to. 1673* 

Arthur, J. was a player of 
eminence in the characters of old 
men, and for several years per^ 
formed at Covent Garden Theatre. 
He afterwards became manager of 
the playhouse at Bath, and died 
April 8, 1773. 

About the year 1754, was acted 
at Covent Garden, for his benefit, 
a ballad opera, written, as he said, 
by himself, and which had beert 
acted at the same theatre, and' 
printed in 1738. It was called 

The Lucky Discovery -, or. The 
Tanner of York, Svo. 

Ashe, Nicholas. We take 
this writer to be a resident of Ire- 
land ; his only dramatic piece 
having been printed in Dublin, 
viz. 
- Panthea. Trag. 12mp. 1803. 

AsHTON, Robert. This au- 
thor was of the kingdom of Ire*^ 
Jand, and wrote one play, which, 
from a passage in the Epilogue, 
appears to have been produced in 
the year 1727. It is called 

The Battle of Aughrim j or. The 
Fall of Monsieur St. Ruth, Trag". 
printed several times in Dublin. ' 

AsriNWALL, Stanhopb. • 'A 
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gestkman of both these naiiies^ living, and trafdling in some part 

we are informed, was prirate of the kingdom. 

ttcretacy to £ari Haicoori while He is the author of 

ambaisadof to the court of 1. LoveinaHurry. Com.lTOg, 

Fnoce. He died at Paris the 2. Pasiora ; or. The Ccy Skep- 

IJih of January I771> and pro- herdess. Op. 9vo. 1712. 

lably was the same person who And very probably, under tho 

pubhsbed one tr^edy,- dome, as fictitious name of Matthew Mcd- 

tbe tide-page declares, from the ley, of 

French of Comeille, called 3. The Foots Opera. 8to. 173f. 

iZodio^iaie ; or. The Wval Bro- Asto v, Waltbe. This author 

then. 8to. 1 765. is only known as the writer of one 

AsTOH, Ahthovt, common- piece, which was forbidden to be 

I7 caUed Tony Aston, was the son represented, called, 

of a gentleman who had formerly The Restoration of King Charle$ 

been master of the Plea Office, in the Second; or, Thf Life and Death 

ti» Kill's Bench. He was bred qfOSver CromwelL Bal. Op. 8¥0^ 

an attorney 3 bat baring a smat- 1733. 

t^ingofhumoor, he left the study Atkinson, Joseph. This 

of the lawfcM* the stage. He plaj- gentleman is a native of Ireland^ 

edoDall the theatres in London, and an officer in the army, and 

bat never long in any of them, has written the following dramatic 

being of too flighty a di^x)sit:oa pieces : 

tosetde any where. His way of 1. Aluiual Deception, Com^SYOr 

living was peculiar to himself and 1 7&0. 

family ; resorting to the principal 2. Match far a fFidow. Com. 

cities and towns in England with Op. Svo. 17SS. 

bis Medley, as he called it, whTch 3. Love in a Blaze. Com. Op.' 

vas composed of some capital ]2rao. 1900. 

iceoes of humour out of the roost A vbext, Mrs. Tq a lady of 

celebrated plays. His compaDy this name has been ascribed, 

consisted only of hims^^, bis wife. Harlequin Hi^daspes. Mock Op* 

and SOD; and between every scene Svo. 17^9- 

3 song or dialogue of bis own Aubin, Mrs. was author of 

Proposing was sung or perform s d. The Merry Masquer aders. 

to ffll up die interval. He pre- Svo. 1730. 

t&nded a right to every town he Aterat, Eobxkt. This 

^tered : and whenever another ter is totallv unknown. There i^, 

company interrered with him, he however, in print by him one 

Was reiy attentive and dexterous in dramatic performance, called, 

hying them under cootribation, Britannia and the Gods in Coam." 

Iq 1735, he petiiiooed the House cil. Dram. Piece. 4to. 17<>0. 

of CoromoBs to be heard gainst Atse, Wii.i.iAX. Of this 

^ bill then pending for regcla- gentleman we know noching m^te 

ting the st2^, and was permitted than that he has £»roored the 

todeliverahuficroas speech^ which public with a truzslatioo of that 

^ afterwards poblished, in fcAio, celebrated dramatic pasUxal q£ 

1755. Chetwcod, ia LU Hiitory Tasso, called, 

tf the Stage, printed 1/49, ima- Andntas. Svo. N. D. £1737.3 

gmes th^ oar aathor was then and also with thai of an Italic 
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tragedj^ the original text of which 
he has printed page by page with 
his translation, entitled, 

Merope, 8vo. 1740. 

Ayr£s> James. This author 
is mentioned no where but in Tke 
British Theatre, where he is said 
to be a native of Ireland < He has 
■written two dramatic pieces, en- 
titled, 

1. Sanchb ai Court. Opera- 
Comedy. 8vo. 1742. 

2. Tht Kiss accepted and re- 
turned. Operetta. 1744. Not 
printed. 

Ayscough, George Edwaso. 
This gentleman was son of Dr. 
Francis Ayscough> Dean of Biis- 
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tol, %y a sister of the first Lord 
Lyttelton, He was brought up in 
the army, and for some time had 
a commission in the guards. A bad 
state of health compelled him 
to relinquish his profession, and 
obliged him to travel into Italy. 
His disorder was not relieved by 
these measures, he continued lin- 
gering for some time, and in th^ 
end died on the 14th day of 
October 1 779- He was the pub- 
lisher of the Miscellaneous Works 
of his uncle Lord Lyttelton, and 
wrote some account of his own 
travels. He was the author of one 
play, called, 

Semiramis. Trag. 8vo. 177^* 
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S. G. Tliese initials are affixed 
Ao a play, called 

Love the Leveller, 4to, 1704. 

B. H. H. These we find Annex- 
ed to 

• The World! s Idol. Com. from 
the Greek. 8vo. 1659. 

B. W. This author is mention* 
ed by the above initials, which 
are prefixed to a little piece never 
acted, but printed by the title of 

The Jur(yr. Farce, Svo. 
This piece was published in 1718. 

Bacon, Dr. Phanuel, a native 
of Reading. He was of Magdalen 
College, Oxford 3 took the degree 
of M. A. April 17, 1722 J B. D. 
April 29, 1731 3 and of D.D.Dec. 
9, 1735. He was vicar of Bram- 
ber^ in Sussex^ and rector of Bal« 
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den, in Oxfordshire, where fee 
died in January 1783, in his 83U 
year. He was possessed of ex- 
quisite humour, with a strong in- 
clination for punning. The Kite, 
a poem, was published by him in 
1719* and may be seen in The 
Gentleman's Magazine, for 1758. 
He wrote also five dramatic per- 
formances, viz. 

1. The Taxes. D.E. 8vo. 1757. 
' 2. The Jnsignificanis. C. Svo. 
1757. 

3 . The Tryal of the Time -killers, . 
C. Svo. 1757. 

4. The Moral Quack. D.S. Svo. 
1757. 

5. The Oculist. D.E. Svo. 175?. 
These were afterwards collected 

in a volume, and entitled^ Hu* 
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m&rous Eihicks* He was author 
ef The Snipe, one of the best bal- 
lads in the English language^ and 
founded on a real £ict3 for the 
Friar denoted the author himself, 
and Peter his fellow-collegian, 
Peter Zinzan, M. D. This ballad, 
and A Song of Similies, by Dr. 
Bacon, are preserved in The Ox- 
ford Samage. 

Bacon, Jambs. Of this person 
we know no more than that he is 
author of 
, Th4i American Indian. P. 8vo. 

17P5. 

Bailey, Abraham, was a 
member of the honourable society 
of Lincoln*s Inn, and in the early 
part of his life wrote a play, called 

The Spightful Sister. C. 4to. 

1667. 

Baillib, John, a Scots advo- 
cate, wrote, but published with- 
out his name. 

The Patriot. D. H. 4to. 1736. 

Baillib, Dr. John. This gen- 
tleman was one of the physicians 
to St. G^rge*s Hospital, and also' 
physician to the English army in 
Flanders. He died of a spotted 
fever, at Ghent, in December 1 743 . 
He is said to have been of a very 
amiable disposition, and his loss 
was much regretted by his friends. 

After his death was published, 
bf subscription, for the benefit of 
Ms widow. 

The Married Cpquet. C. 8vo. 
i746. . 

Baillib, Joanna. This lady 
was born about 17^4, or 17 65, at 
^othwell, in Scotland 3 of which 
place her father, the Rev. James 
Bullie, was minister. Her mo- 
ther was Dorothea, sister of John 
and William Hunter. Her father 
was afterwards junior minister of 
Hamilton j wheiice he was re- 
moved to the divinity professor- 
ship of Crlasgbw, where he died 
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ill 1778. Her brother is Matthew 
Baillie, M. t). and F. R. S. 

Miss Baillie has published *' A 
** Series of Plays,'* in two 8vo. 
volumes, *^ in which it has been 
** attempted to delineate the 
*' stronger passions of the mind; 
*' each passion being the subject 
" of a tragedy and a comedy.** She 
has also published a volume of 
" Miscellaneous Plays.** Her ta- 
lents for dramatic writing are of a 
superior kind; but it is in the 
composition of tragedy that she 
shines with the greatest splendour. 
A ^trong conception of character^ 
an accurate delineation of the va- 
rious feelings and passions, vivid 
imagery, and a great command of 
poetical diction, strongly charac- 
terize her tragic efforts. Her co- 
medy, though above mediocrityi 
is not equal to her other style of 
writing. Her plays are as fol- 
low : 

1. Count Basil. T. 8vo. 1798; 

2. Movfort. T. Bvo. 1798. 

3. The TryaL C. 8vo. 1798. 

4. Tlt£ Election. C. 8vo. 1802. 

5. Ethwald. T. in two Parts. 
Svo. 1802. 

6. Second Marriage. C. Svo. 
1802. 

7. Constantine Paleologus. T. 
Svo. 1804. 

8. The Country Inn. C. Svo. 
1804. 

g. Rayner. T. Svo. 1804. 

10. The Family Legend. T. Svo. 
1810. 

Bakeb, Thomas. This gentle- 
man was the son of a very emi- 
nent attorney in the city of Lon- 
don, and was some time of the 
university of Oxford. His turn 
was entirely to comedy ; his 
plays in general met with success, 
and were held in good estimation. 
Nor was that approbation by any 
means unjust, notwithstanding the 
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tKghting manner In AvhTcb Mr. ftha^e of merit ; 3ret only one 
Wbincop has spo)Len of his writ- aniong the nnm1>er has been acted 
ings. His plots are in general his within these fifty years, viz. Tan- 
own, his conduct of them pleas- hridge Walks. 
ing, his characters strongly drawn There is an anecdote, in regard 
(which is certainly one of the to a character in this comedy, witfi 
greatest perfections of comedy), respect to the author's character, 
his language easy and agreeable, which we might properly have 
bis wit pure and genuine^ and his taken notice of here, but that the 
satire just and poignant. We have reader will find it in the second 
the more readily entered into this part of this work, in our account 
encomium, which we think his of the piece itself, 
writings deserve, to vindicate their . Whether the effenainate turn of 
character, as well as the judgment diM>osition there hinted at, or this 
of the public which gave them tbe gentleman's attachment to the 
sanction of applause, from the Muses, drew him firom any appli- 
contempt thrown on them by Mr. cation to business, or from what 
Whincop, who is the only writer other cause we know not 5 but 
that has attempted to give them during the latter part of his life he 
any character at all, and who in- stood on but indifferent terms with 
deed contradicts himself in the his father, who allowing him only a 
character he has given, since he very scanty income, he was oblig- 
denies them both wit and humour, ed to retire into Worcestershire, 
and yet allows them to possess the where, Whincop tells us, he is 
vis cornica (or, as he calls it, reported to have died of that loath- 
^^ something to make one 4augh*'), some disorder the morbus pedku^ 
which certainly can neveV subsist lostis, 

without one or the other of these Baker, David Erskine, to 
two properties 3 but indeed Mr. whom the public are indebted for 
Whincop seems on the whole to the first edition of this work, was 
write v^ith some degree of preju- the eldest son of Henry Baker, a 
dice against him, throwing the gentleman well known in the phi- 
same kind of abuse on a periodical losophical world, by a daughter of 
paper, which he was the author of, the celebrated Daniel Defoe. Being 
^\ed The Female Tatter* adopted by an uncle, who was 9 
The dramatic pieces he has left silk-throwster in Spital Fields, he 
behind him are five in number, succeeded him in his business; but 
and their titles as follow : wanting the prudenceand attention 

1. Humour of the Age. Com. which are necessarjr to secure suc- 
4to. 1701. cess in trade, he soon failed. He 

2. Tunlridge Walks, Com. 4to. was the author of several occasional 

1703. Poenis in the periodical collectionsi» 

3. Act at Oxford, Com. 4to. and of one dramatic piece, 

1704. - The MuseofOssian', z^v3iT[iaX\c 

4. Hampstead Heath. Com. 4to. Poem, selected from the Poenis of 
^706. Osstan^ acted and printed at £din- 

5. The Rne Lady's Airs, Com. burgh, J2rao. 1763; whei^ it i3 
4to. N. D. [1709.J believed the author died, about 

All of them have a considerable 1 770, in indigence. 
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BaIlek, Robert. This author 
is only known by having produced 
one dramatic piece, called, 
TheMad House. B.O. Svo. 1737. 
Bale, John, is more known as 
an historian, and controversialist, 
than as a dramatic writer. He 
was born on the ^ 1 st of November 
1495, at Cove, a small village near 
Dunwich, in Suffolk. His pa- 
rents, having many other children, 
and not being in very affluent cir- 
cumstances, sent him, at tlie age 
of twelve years, to the monastery 
of Carmelites at Norwich, where 
be received part of his education ; 
be afterwards studied at Hulme 
Abbey, in , Northumberland, and 
from thence removed to St. John*s 
College, Cambridge. While he 
continued at the university, being, 
as he says, seriously stirred up by 
the illustrious the Lord Went- 
worth, he renounced the tenets of 
the church of Rome; and^ that he 
might never more serve so exe- 
crable a beast, I took, says he, to 
wife the faithful Dorothy, in obe- 
dience to that divine command, 
*' Let him that cannot contain, 
"marry.*' Bishop, Nicolson in- 
linoates, that his dislike to a state 
of celibacy was the means of his 
conversion, more than any doubts 
which be entertained about the 
froth of his faith, 'the ch;inge of 
his religion exposed him to the 
persecution of the Rotoish clergy, 
fariiculariy of Lee Archbishop of 
York, and Stdkesley Bishop of 
London : but he found ah able 
and powerful protectc* in the pe?f- 
•on of Lord Cromwell, the fa- 
toarite of Henry the Eighth. On 
the death of this nobleman, he 
withdrew into the Low Countries, 
tod resided there eight years j in 
which time he wrote seveiWl pieces^ 
k the Et^lish. language. On the- 
accession of King£dwflf d thft Sl^^, 
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he was recalled into England, aad 
obtained the living of Bishops 
Stocke, in the county of South'^ 
ampton. Daritig his residence at 
his living; he was aliiiost brought 
to the point of death by an ague |* 
when hearing that the King wa« 
come in progt-ess to Southampton^ 
five miles only from where l( 
dwelt, be went to pay his respects 
to him. " I toke ray liorse,** says 
he, " about 10 of the clocke, for 
*' very weaknesse scant able to sytt 
'* hym, and so came thydre. Be- 
" t wixt two andthree of the clocke> 
'* the same day, I drew towardes 
" the place where as his Majestie 
** was, and stode in the open strette 
'* ryght against the gallerye. Anon, 
'* my frinde Johan Fylpot> a geii*- 
" tylinan, and one of hys previa 
'' chanibre,. called unto him tWa 
*' more of hys companyons, whiek 
*' in moving their heades towarde* 
*' me, shewed me nio^t frehdel/ 
^' countenautifces. By 6ne o( ihesb 
'^ three the Kynge haryttge infof-* 
'^ macion that I was there in thfe 
'* strete, he marveled thereof, for so 
*' much as it had bene tblde hyili 
'' a iytle afore that I was bbthe 
*' dead and buried. With that 
'' hys Grace came to the tvyndowe, 
*' and earnestly behelde me a poore 
*' weake creature, as though h» 
*' had had upon me, so symple a 
^' subject, an earnest regard, or ra- 
*' ther a ve^ fatherly ore." ThJS' 
visit to the King occasioned his 
itnmediate' appointnffent to the 
bishopric of Ossory, which was 
settled the next day, as he declared 
afterwards, against his will, of the 
King's own were motion only ^.with'^ 
out Suit of friends, meed, laborer, 
expenses, or any other sinister means 
else. Oil the 20th of March 1553^ 
he was consecrated at Dublin by 
the archbishop of that See, audi 
onderwefit a ittittj of perseca** 
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tions from the Popish party in 
Ireland^ which at length compel- 
led him to leave his diocese^ and 
conceal himself in Dublin. En- 
deavouring to escape from thence, 
in a small trading vessel, he was 
taken prisoner by the captain of a 
Dutch man of war, who rifled 
^m of all his money, apparel, and 
effects. The ship was then driven 
by stress of weather into St. Ives, 
in Cornwall, where he was taken 
up ,08 suspicion of high treason, 
but soon discharged. From thence, 
after a cruise of several days, the 
ship arrived in Dover Road, and 
he was again put in danger by* a 
false accusation. On his arrival 
in Holland, he was kept prisoner 
three weeks, and then obtained 
his liberty, on payment of a sum 
of money. From Holland he re- 
tired to Basil, in Switzerland, and 
continued abroad during the re- 
»mainder of Queen Mary's reign. 
. On the accession of Queen, Eliza- 
beth, he returned to England 3 
but being disgusted with the treat- 
ment he met with in Ireland, he 
went thither no more. He was 
promoted, on the 15 th of January 
1560, to a prebend in the cathedral 
church of Canterbury, and died 
in that city, in November 1563, 
in the 68th year of his age. Ac- 
cording to the manners of the times 
in which he wrote, he appears to 
have taken very ii^decent liberties 
with all his antagonists in his re- 
ligious controversies, and to have 
considered himself as not bound by 
any rules of decorum in replying 
to tho^e from whom he differed in 
matters wherein the interests of 
religion ^yere concerned. The acri- 
mony of his style on these occa- 
sif ns acquired him the appellation 
of Bilious Bale, and it was applied 
to him' with singular propriety. 
His principal work is esteemed the 
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Scripiorum illustrium majoi'is Bry» 
tannice, quam nunc Angliam et Sco* 
tiam vacant^ Catalogus 3 a Japheto 
per 361s annos usque ad annum 
hunc Domini 1557, &c. first printe4 
imperfectly at Wesel, 1549, and 
afterwards more complete in 1557 
and 1559. He was the author of 
a great number of dranaatic pieces, 
four of which only appear to have 
been published, viz. 

1 . A Tragedy e or Enter Lude, ma- 
nyfestlng the chefe promyses of God 
unto Man in all ages of the olde 
lawe,from the fall of Adam to the 
Incamaydon of' the Lorde Jesus 
Christ, Compyled by Johan J^ale, 
Anno Domini 1538, 8vo. Re- 
printed in Dodsley's Collection of 
Old Plays. 

Another edition of this perform- 
ance was printed in 4to. by John 
Charlewood, 15/7, and in the 
title-page said to be now fyrst im- 
printed. (See Ames, 36q.) 

2. A hrefe Comedy or Enterlude 
of Johan Baptystes preachyng in 
the Wildernesse, the crafty assaultes 
ofthehypocryteSfWith the gloryouse 
laptysme of the Lorde Jesus Christ. 
Compyled dy Johan Bale, Anno 
1538. 8vo. Reprinted in tte 
Harleian Miscellany, vol. i. p. 

37. 

3. A Irefe Comedy or Enterlude, 
concernynge the temptatyon of our 
Lorde and Saver Jesus Christ hy 
Sathan in thedesart, Compyled 
by Johan Bale. Anno 1538. Svo. 
(Ames, 4g7, 498.) 

According to Ames, all thise 
pieces were originally printed 
abroad. 

He also translated into English 
the tragedies of Pammachius 3 and, 
in his Account of the writers, of 
Britain, besides the plays already 
mentioned, he has given the fol- 
lowing list of his other dramatic 
performances. 
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4. Of Christ when he was tweive quired from their conversation a> 
Years old, one Comedy. passion for the Muses, and at^ in** 

5. Of Baptism and Temptaiion, dination to signalize himself in 
two Comedies. their service : in consequence of 

6. Of Lazarus teased from the which inclination he made two es- 
Bead, one Comedy. says in the dramatic way, neither 

7. Of the Councells of Bishops, of which are devoid of merit, nor 
one Comedy. failed of meeting with some deW 

S' Of Simon the Leper, one gree of success, viz. 
Comedy. 1. Ser tortus, Trag. 4to. 1679. 

g. Of the Lord's Supper and 2. Henry IL Trag. 4to. 1693. 
washing the Feet, one Comedy. He died in the year 1696, and 

10. Of the Passion ofChryst,iwo lies interred in St. Paul's, 0)vent 

Comedies. Garden. It is not improbable that 

ll.Of the Sepulture and Resur^ he might be related to, or a de-^ 

rection, two Comedies. .scendant from, Mr. Thomas Ban- 

12. Upon loth Marriages of the croft, of S wanton, in Derbyshire,, 
King, whom Sir Aston Cokain has cele- 

13. Against Momus's and Zoi- brated as a poet of esteem. See 
hs's. Cokain s' Poems, 8vo. 1658, p^ 

14. The Treacheries of the Pa- 103. 112. II6. 156. 
pysts, . Coxeter attributes another play 

15. Jgainst those who adulterate to this author, which however, he 
ih Word of God, says, he made a present, both of the 

16. Of John King of England, reputation and profits oif, to Mdunt- 

17. Of the Impostures of Thomas fort the player. It was eptitled, 
^ket. 3. Edward III H.P. 4to. 169I. 

18. Corruptions of the Divine Banister, Rev. James, is 
Laws, author of A Vijew of the Arts and 

19* The Image of Love, Sciences, from the earliest Time to 
He also wrote, the Age of Alexander the Great. 
%). A Comedy econcemynge Three Svo. 1785; and a translation of aU 
Lawsof Nature, Moses, and Christ, the Pythian, Nemean, and Isthmian 
&c. 4to. 1558. Odes of Pindar, except the fourth 
Ball, Edmund, is known to and fifth. Pythian Odes, and those 
us only as having written which have been translated by Gil* 
The Beautiful Armenia. Com. ^er^ l^i/. Svo. 1792. But his place 
12mo. 1778« in these pages he owes to a trans- 
He is probably also the author of lation, rather close and faithful 
A Bloody Plot discovered, Trag. than spirited and poetic, of the 
8?o. 1 780. following tragedies of Euripides : 

Bancroft, John. This author \,IphigeniainAuUs!I.Hyo.l7^0, 
was by profession a surgeon j and 2. Orestes, T. Svo. 1?80. 
happening to have a good deal of 3, Phceniss^. T. Svo. 1780. 
practice among the young wits and 4,Troades. T. 8vo. 178O. 
frequenters of the theatres, whom Banks, John. This, gentle- 

the warm favours they had met roan was bred an attorney at l^w, 

with among the /air devotees of and belonged to the society of 

the Paphian goddess drove to seek N^w Inn. The dry study of th« 

his advice and aftsistaace^ he ac« law^howfver^ ^otbeu3gfiosui^lbk 

e2 
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t6 his natural disposition as the such tales as were in themselres 

more elevated nights of poetical and their well-known catastrophes 

ittiagination^ he quitted the pur- roost truly adapted to the purposes^ 

suit of riches in the Inns of Courts of the drama. He has indeed but 

for the paying his attendance on little varied from the strictness of 

those ragged jades the Muses in the historical facts« yet he seems to 

theatre. Here^ however^ he found have made it his constant rule to 

his rewards by no means adequate keep the scene perpetually alive^ 

to his deserts. His emoluments at and never suffer his characters to 

the best were precarious, and the droop. His verse is not poetry, 

various successes of his pieces too but prose run mad. Yet will the 

^lingly convinced him of the false gem sometimes approach so 

«rror in his choice. This, how- near in glitter to the true one, at 

ever, did not prevent him from least in the eyes of all but the real 

pursuing with cheerfulness the path connoisseurs (and how small a 

he had taken 3 his thirst of fame, part of an audience are to h% 

and warmth of poetic enthusiasm, ranked in this class will need no 

alleviating to his imagination many ghost to inform us), that bombast 

dRsagreeablc circumstances, into will frequently pass for the true 

which indigence, the^too frequent sublime ; and where it is rendtr^ 

attendant on poetical pursuits, ed the vehicle of incidents in 

•ften threw him. themselves affecting, and in which 

His turn was entirely to tragedy j the heart is apt to interest itself, it 

his merit in which is of a pecu- will perhaps be found to have a 

liar kind. For at the same time stronger power on the human pas- 

that his language must be confessed sions than even that property to 

to be extremely unpoetical, and which it is in reality no more thati 

his numbers uncouth and inharmo- a bare succedaneum. And from 

nious ", nay, even hii characters these principles it is, that we must 

fery far from being strongly mark- account for Mr, Banks*8 writings 

ed or distinguished, and his epi- having in the general drawn more 

iodes extremely irregular ; yet it tears from, and excited more ter- 

is impossible to avoid being deeply ror in, even judicious audiences, 

affected at the representation, and than those of much more correct 

tven at the reading, of hi^ tragic and more truly poetical authors, 

pieces. This is owing in the ge- The tragedies he has left be^* 

Heral to a happy choice of his hind hitn are seven in number, 

subjects, which are air borrowed and are as follow : 

from history, either real or roman- 1. Bipal Kings, Tr. 4to. 1677, 

tic 3 and indeed the mbst of them 2, Destructvm cfTroy. Tr. 4to. 

^om circumstances in the annals 1679. 

of our own country, whicb> not 3. Wr^Ke^e/^tiyrf. Tr.4tG.l682. 

cnlyirom their bemg familiar to 4. Island Queens, Tx.AXo^lGM, 

our continual recollection, but even ^. Unhappy FavcHiHti. Tt» At6, 

irom their having some degree of 1662. 

relation toourseW^, we are apt to 6. Inniiceni IMrptr. Tir. 4t^. 

receive with a kind of partial pre- 16^4. - 

{>osseSsion, jind a predetermination 7. Cyrus th$&reai. TV, 4t6. 

to be pleased. He has constantly iQgiS. 

llKrs<H2 m th« kttes of J)i^ p4ayfi Of Om^ itvf bav^ Ibtih j^- 
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(artabi for many yeats past, ex* 
oepdog the Unhappy Favauriiei 
or. Earl of Essex ^ which long 
coDturaed a stock tragedy at both 
theatres. Mr. Jones's tragedy on 
the same subject, which came out 
in 1753, and since that another 
bf Mr. Brooke (of both which 
see an account in their proper 
places) > seem however to have 
banished that also from the stage 5 
at least for a while. Yet we cannot 
help observing, to^the honour of 
Mr. Banks's play, that although 
these two writers, and another of 
eminence, viz. Mr. Ralph, have 
all bandied the same story in 
somewhat a diferent manna*, they 
have all coocuned in borrowing 
many passages from his tragedy ; 
and moreover, that whatever ad- 
nntages their pieces may have over 
his in some respects, yet in point of 
pathos, which oagfat to be one of 
tbe great aims of tragedy, he still 
itands superior to them all. 

The writers on dramatic sub- 
)ects have not ascertained either 
tbe year of the birth or that of the 
death of this author. His last re- 
^&aios however 1^ interred in the 
charch of St. Janaes's, Westmin- 
ster. 

Baifoad, Richako. This gen- 
tleman was, we believe, of Exeter 
CoUege, in Qxfivd, and took his 
iqsree of M. A. Nov. 25, 172^ 
nr'e are entindy unacquainted with 
^ny farther particulars concerning 
^, except that he wrote 

The HrgiM Qmeem. Tr. 8vo. 1 7^. 
To this tn^edy Mr. Pdpe alludes 
io his Episde to Dr. Ajfanthnot, 



A f^v^ TngeJff^ an orplBB Mi 

Bi&Ksm, Bfr. A^otleman of 
^ oame is said by a^ the writers 
!f> hare been the amhor of two 



» A R 

dramatic pieces, whose titles ate ^ 
follow : 

1. Beau defeated. Com. 

2. Fidele and Fortujiatus. 

Yet that these plays were writ- 
ten by Mr. Barker we cannot but 
itotertain a doubt. The former qf . 
them hath the name of Mrs. Fix 
to it as the author ; and the latter 
is probably <^ the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, a play with that title 
being entered at Stationers' Hall 
on the 12th of Nov. 1584; and 
Coxeter, in his MS. notes, says, 
that Mr. Barker, who wrote Fid^ 
and Fortunatus, is a di^reot per- 
son from him who was mxxkox of 
the Beau defeated. 

Bakkex, THOMAS. To a gen- 
tleman of this name, Langbain^ 
informs us some of the old cata- 
logues have attributed the being 
author of a }day printed with the 
letters T. D. in the title-pi^e, and 
called. 

The Bkody BanfueL Trag. 4to. 
1620. 

Barkstsd, William. See 
Insatiate Couktess, in Vol. II. 

Basxard, Edward. Thisgeor 
tleman is the author of a vclome, 
entitled, Hrtue the Source of Plea- 
store, 8vo- 1757* in which are two 
dramatic pieces, more {nous than 
poetical, entitled, 

1. The Somewhat • 

2. Edward VI. 

He also was author of a woiiE, 
called Ezperimeniai ChrutianUy of 
eternal Advantage, exempltified in 
ike Lift of Miss Lydia AUtm, of 
Lgmdon, uho Sed \ov. IJ, 174O. 
S*o. 2d edit. 1741. 

Barstrs, Babvabt, was a. 
younger $00 of Richard Barnes, 
Bishop of Durham, hot bom in 
Yorkshire 1569. He bec»ie a. 
student of Braxen Xose College, in 
15S6, but left the ucireriity with- 
cut a desire. ,He stterie-ards ae- 
c i 
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jcompanied a military eitpftditicrn bad aKained a riper age. The 

to France, under the Earl of Essex, names of them are as follow : 

in 1591 ; but when he died is un- l. Deomm Dona. M. 8vo. l647. 

known. Besides several poems, 2. Gripus and H^gio. P. 8?o. 

he published one play, called, . 1047- 

The DeuiVs Charter. Trag. 4lo. 3. Mirza. Trag. 8vo. N. D. 

1607, Phillips and Winstanley have also 

Barnes, Joshua, a learned attributed some other plays to him, 

divine, born in London l654, was but on no foundation whatever, 

educated at Christ's Hospital, viz. 

whence he removed to Emanuel Dick \Hyche'\ Scorner, Com. 

College, Cambridge, of which he [Morality.] 

was elected fellow in 1675. The Don Qyixoie. Com. 

year following he published a Destruction of Jerusalem, 

poem on the History of Esther ; Marriage oj Wit and Science. 

and, in j689. The Life of Ed- Together with masques and in- 

4vard III. In 1694, he printed his terludes; all which however Lang^ 

edition of Euripides, In I700j baine denies to be his; as he also 

he niarried a widow lady of for- does Phillips's assertion that any of 

tune. In 1705, he published his his pieces were ever represented 

Anacreon 5 and the next year his on the stage. 

Homer. Dr. Bentley used to say, Mr. Baron had a strict intimacy 

that he -understood as much Greek with the celebrated Mr. James 

as a Greek cobler : his edition of Howell, the great traveller, iu 

AnojcreoUy however, ranks high in. whose collections of letters there is 

the estimation of the learned, one to this gentleman (see i/oa-f/A 

Mr. Barnes died in 1712. There Letters, bock Hi. letter 17), who 

are in the libi*ary of Emanuel ^X^as at that time at Paris. — To 

College, the following plays of his Mr. Howell in particular, and to 

in MS. viz, all the ladies and gentlewomen of 

1. The Academie. Com. about England in general, he has dedi- 
1675. N. P. cated his romance. 

2. Engkhei'L Flay. N. R Baruey, Lodowick. What 

3. Lawf/^or^Aa. Ent. 1683. N.P. this gentleman's rank in life was, 
Baron, Robert. This au- seems somewhat difficult to deter- 

thor was born in the year l630. mine ; the writers on dramatic 

He received the earlier parts of subjects, viz. Langbaine, Jacob> 

liis education at Cambridge, after Gildon, Whincop, &c. styling bim 

which he became a member of the only Mr.Lodowick Barry ; whereas 

honourable society of Gray's Inn. Anth. Wood, in his Athen. Oxon. 

During his residence at the univer- vol. i. p. ()2g, calls him I.odowick 

sity, and indeed when he was no Lord Barry > which title Coxeter, 

more than seventeen years of age,- in his MS. has also bestowed on 

he wrote a romance, called The him. This is however .posilivelj 

Cyprian Academy, in which he defied by Whincop, p.Ql, But 

introduced the two first of the let this be as it may, all authors 

dramatic pieces mentioned below, agree that he was of an ancient 

The third of them is a much more and honourable family in Ireland, 

Regular and perfect play, and was that he flourished about the middle 

' probably written when the author of King Jame^ thje Pirat's reign. 
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and that he wrote one dramatic rate those names which before it 

piece, entitled^ were found for ever joined. For 

Ram Alley. C. 4to. 16II. D.C. this reason we shall, mider this 

Bartholomew; JoHN^ is au- single article, deliver what we have 

thor of one play, called, been able to collect concerning 

The Fall cf the French Mondrchy. both ; yet, for the sake of order, it 

H. T. 8vo. 1794. will be proper first to take some 

Baatley, Sir William. We notice of tliose particulars which 

find this name assigned as author of separately relate to each. First 

ComeUa. P. 1662. N. P. then, as his name stands at the 

It seems, however, very pro- head of tjiis article, we will begin 

bable, that it is a corruption for with 

Sir William Berkley, who wrote Francis Beaumont. This 

Thv Lost Lady, gentleman was descended from a 

Baston, Robert. Bale and very ancient family of that name. 

Pits mention this poet as author, seated at Grace Dieu, in Leicester- 

;3inong other things, of a volume shire. His grandfather, John 

of tragedies and comedies in £ng- Beaumont, had been Master of the 

lish J but what they were has not Rolls, and his father, Francis 

come to our knowledge. Bale de Beaumont, one of the judges of 

Script. Brit. Centur. IF. — Pits de the Court of Common Pleas. Nor 

Illustr. Aiigl. Script. Ann. 1310. was his descent less honourable on 

Bate, Henry. See Dudley, the side of his mother, whose name 

Bayley, John, is author of was Anne, the daughter of George 

one play, called, Pierrepoint, of Home Pierrepoint, 

The Forester. Dr. 8vo. 1 79^» ^^ the county of Nottingham, Esq. 

Baylis, John . Of this person and of the same facpily from which 
we know ,no more than that he tlie late Duke of Kingston de- 
has published the following trans- rived his ancestry, 
lations from the French : Our poet, however, appears to 

1. A House to be Sold. F. 12mo. have been only a younger son, 
1804. Jacol3 mentioning a brother of his 

2. Lodoiska. H.R. 12mo. 1804. by the title of Sir Henry Beau- 

3. Mysteries of Udolpho. D. mont, though Cibber with more 
12mo. .1804. • propriety, in his Lives of the Poets, 

4. The Reseml lance. C. 12mo. vol. i. p. 157, calls him Sir John 
1804. ^ Beaumont. He was born in the 

5. Falet with two Masters, F. year 1585, and received his edur 
12mo. 1804. cation at Cambridge, but in 

Beaumont, Francis, and what college is a point which we 

John Fletcher. have not been able to trace. He 

As these two gentlemen were, afterwards was entered a student 

while living, the most inviolable in the Inner Temple. It is not, 

friends and inseparable compa- however, apparent that he made 

nions 5 as in their works also they any great proficiency in the Jaw, 

were united, the Orestes and Py- that being a study probably too 

lades of the poetical world j it dry and unentertaining to be at- 

would be a kind of injurj' done to tended to by a man of his fertile 

the manes of their friendship, and sprightly genius. And, in- 

ahould we here, after death, sepa- deed, we should sparsely be sur- 

g4 
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pHflvd to find that he had given no 
lipplication to any study but poe- 
try, nor attended on any court but 
that of the Muses ^ but on the con- 
trary our admiration might fix it- 
self in the opposite extreme^ and 
£11 us with astonishment at the 
greatness of his genius and rapi*^ 
dity of his pen, when we look 
h^k on the voluminousness of his 
vds^s, and then inqmire into the 
time allowed him for them ; works 
that ' might well have taken up a 
long life to have executed. For 
9lthough> out of fifty-three plays 
which are collected together . as 
the labours of these united authors, 
Mr. Beaumont was concerned in 
much the greater part of them, 
yet he did not live to complete his 
thirtieth year, the king of terrors 
summoning him away in the be- 
ginning of March l6l^, on the 
9th day oi which he was interred 
in the entrance of St. Benedict's 
chapel in Westminster Abbey. He 
left behind him only one daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Frances Beaumont, \yho 
jnust then have been an infant, as 
she^ died in Leicestershire since the 
^liear 1700. She had been possess- 
ed of several MS. poems of her 
father's writing ; but the envious 
Irish seias, which robbed the world 
of that Invaluable treasure, the re- 
xnaining part of Spenser's Fairy 
i^een, deprived it also of these 
poems, which were lost in her 
voyage fjrom Irelaiid, in which 
Jiingdom she had resided for some 
tiiue in the family of the Duke of 
jDrmond. Let us pow proceed to 
«ar second author, 

John Fletcheb. This gentle- 
jna|i was not more meanly de- 
scended than his poetical colleague; 
his fether, the Rev. Dr. Fletcher, 
iiaving been first made Bishop oiF 
Bristol by Queen Elizabeth, and 
afterwards by the same monarch. 
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in the year 1593, translated to the 
rich and honourable see of Loi^- 
don. Our poet was born in i57d, 
and was, as well as his friend, 
educated at Cambridge, where he 
made a great proficiency in his 
studies, and was accounted a very 
good scholar. His natural viva- 
city of wit, for which he was re*- 
markable, soon rendered him a de- 
votee to the Muses J and bis close 
attention to their service, and for- 
fxmate connexion with a genius 
^qual to his own, soon raised him 
to one of the highest places in the 
temple of poetical fame. As he 
was born near ten years befqre Mr. 
Beaumont, so did he also survive 
him by an equal number of years j 
the general calamity of a plague, 
which happened in the year 1625, 
involving him in its great destruc- 
tion, he being at that time 4p 3rears 
of age. [See Massin<sbk.] 

During the joint lives of these 
two great poets, it appears that 
they wrote nothing separately, ex- 
cepting one little piece by each 
which seemed of too trivial a na- 
ture for either to require assistance 
in, viz. The Faithful Shepherdess, 
a Pastoral, by Fletcher ; and The 
Masque of Gray's Inn Gentlemen, 
by Beaumont. Yet what share each 
had in the writing or designing of 
the pieces thus composed by them 
jointly, there is no possibility of 
determining. It is however gene- 
rally allowed, that Fletcher's pecu- 
liar talent \vastti^j and Beaumont's, 
though mr.ch the younger man, 
judgment. Nay, so extraordinary 
was the latter property in Mr. 
Beaumont, that it is recorded of 
the great Ben Jonson, who seems 
moreover to have had a sufficient 
degree of self-opinion of his own 
abilities, that he constantly, so long 
as this gentleman lived, submitted 
his owa writings to his censure. 
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Und, as It is thought^ availed him- 
self of liis judgment at teast in the 
correcting, if not evea in the con- 
triving, aJl his plots. 

It is probabje, therefor e> that the 
forming the plots and contriving 
the conduct of the fable, the writ- 
ing of more serious and pathetic 
parts, and lopping ihe redundant 
branches of Fletcher's wil, whose 
loxuriance, we are told, frequently 
stood in need of castigatioa, ipight 
be in general Beauroont's^ portion 
in the work; while Fletcher, yhose 
conversation with the beau monde 
(which indeed both of them, from 
their births and stations in life, had 
been ever accustomed to), added 
to the volatile and lively turn he 
possessed, rendered him perfectly 
master of dialogue and polite lan- 
guage, might execute the designs 
formed by the other, and raise the 
superstructure of those lively and 
spirited scenes of which Beau- 
BBont had only laid the foundation ; 
and in this he was so successful, 
that though his wit and railleiy 
were extremely keen and poignant, 
yet they were at the same time so 
perfectly genteel, that they used 
rather to please than disgust the 
very persons on whom they seemed 
to reflect. Yet that Fletcher was 
not entirely excluded from a share 
in the conduct of the, drama, may 
he gathered from a story rdated by 
Winstanley, viz. that our two 
bards having concerted the rough 
draught of a tragedy over a bottle 
of wine at the tavern, Fletcher 
said, he would undertake to kill the 
King'j which words being over- 
heard by the waiter, who had not 
happened to have been witness to 
the context of their conversation, 
be lodged an information of trea- 
son against them: but, on their 
explanation of it only to mean the 
destruction of a theatrical monarcb^ 
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aad thdir loyalty beitog QKUjaefl^on** 
ed, the affair ended in a je&l. 

On the whole, th^ wojks of 
these authors have undoubtedly 
v«ry great merit, and some of their 
pieces deservedly stand on the list 
of the present ornanoents of the 
theatre. The plots ^re ingenious, 
interesting, and well ma^agodi 
the characters strongly marked ; 
and the dialogue sprightly and i|^- 
tural ', yet there Is in the latter a 
coarseness which is not suitable to 
the politeness of the present age, 
and a fondness of fepartee, which 
frequently runs into obscenity, and 
which we may suppose wasf tlie 
vice of that time, since even the 
delicate Shakspeare himself is not 
entirely free from it. But as these 
authors have more of that kind q£ 
wit than the last-me|itioned writer, 
it is not to be wondered if their 
works were, in the licentious reign 
of Charles II. preferred to his. 
N6w, however, to the honour of 
the present taste be it spoken^ the 
tables aire entirely turned ; and,^ 
while Sbakspeare's immortal works 
are our constant and daily fare, 
those of Beaumont and Fletcher, 
though delicate in tbfeir kind, are 
only occasionally served up 3 and 
even then great pains is ever taken 
to clear them of ih^k fumSt, whick 
the kaut'gotit of their contempora* 
ries considered as their supremes^ 
relish : but which the more unde- 
praved taste of ours has been just- 
ly taught to look on as what it 
really is, no more than a corrupted 
and unwbolesontie taint. 

The pieces they have left behind 
them 'are as follow : 

1 . The Woman Hater, C. 4ta, 
1607. 

2. The Knight of the Burning 
Pestle, C. 4^0.16^3. 

3. Cupid f Revenue, Tr. 4ta 
Xai5, ' ^ 
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4. The Scornful Lady, C. 4to. 
1616. 

5. A Kiftg and no King, T. C. 
4to. 1619. 

e. The Maids Tragedy. 4to. 
1619, 

7. Philaster. T. C. 4to. 1630. 

8. Thierry and Theodoret T, 
4to. 1621. 

9. TAe Faithful Shepherdess. 
D.P. 4to. N.D. (By Fletcher.) 

10. TAe Two Nobie Kinsmen. 
T. C- 4to. 1634. 

11. The Elder Brother. C. 4to. 

1637. 

12. Monsieur Thomas. C. 4to. 
1639. 

13. Wit without Money* C. 
4to. 1639. 

14. Tht Coronation. C. 4to. 
1640. [Shirley, Jiowever, has laid 
claim to this play.] 

15. RoUo, T. 4to. 1640. 

16. Rule a Wife and have a 
Wife. C. 4to. 1640. 

17. The Night Walker. C. 4to. 
I640. 

The following 36 plays were 
first published together in folio, 
1647 5 but are, together with the 
preceding 17, in folio, 1679. 

1&; The Mad Lover. T. C. 

19.- The Spanish Curate. C. 

20. TJie Little FrenchLatvyer. C. 

21. The Custom (f the Country. 
.Tr. Com. 

22. The Noble Gentleman, C, 

23. The Captain. C. 

24. Beggars" Bush. C. 
i5. The Coxcomb. C. 

. 26. The False One. T. 

27. The Cliances. C. 

28. The Loyal Subject. T. C. 

29. The Laws of Candy. T. C. 
. 30. The Lover s Progress. T,C. 

31. The Island Princess. T;C. 

32. Humorous Lieutenant, T.C. 

33. TAe ^ice ^/owr. T. C. 

34. The Maid in the Mill. C. 

35. The Prophetess. T. 
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3B. Bonduea. T. 

37. The Sea Foyfige. C. 

38. The Double Marriage. T. 

39. The Pilgrim. C. 

40. The Knight of Malta. T.C. 

41. TAtf Woman's Prize. C. 
41. Lovers Cure. C. 

43. Honest Man's Fortune.!! £. 

44. The Queen of Corinth. T.C. 

45. Women pleased. T. C. 

46. ^ Wife for a Month. T.C. 

47. W^i/ a/ several Weapons. C. 

48. Valentinian. T. 

49. TAe * Fafr jkfflwi o/* /A<? Inn. 
T.C. 

50. Love's Pilgrimage. C. 

51. Masque of the Inner Temple 
and Gray's Inn, l6l2. 4to. N.D. 
(By Bdaumont.) 

52. Four Plays in One. 

53. The Wild Goose Chase. C. 
Fol. 1652, 1679. 

The same writers were also au- 
thors, or assistants to the authors, 
of the under-nxentioned : 

54. The Widow. By Jonson, 
Fletcher, and Middletan. 4to. 
1652. 

55. The Jeweller of Amsterdam; 
or. The Hague. By Fletcher, 
Field, and Mass.inger. N. P. 

56. The Faithful Friends. C, 
N. P. 

57* A Right Woman. C. Both 
by Beaumont and Fletcher. N. P. 

58. The History ofMador, King 
of Britain. By Beaumont. N. P. 

5g. The Devill of Dowgate. C. 
by Fletcher. l623. N."P. 

60. The History of Cardenio. P. 
by Fletcher and Shakspeare. N. P. 

61. The Wandering Lovers. P. 
by Fletcher. l623. N. P. 

Becket, Andrew. This per- 
son has, besides A Trip to Hoi' 
land, published one dramatic piece, 
called 

Socrates. Dr. Poem. 8vo. I8O6. 

Beckingh AM, Charles. This 
jentlenaan was the son of a linen- 
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draper in Fleet Street* He was ing been a very prkicipal and use** 
educated at that great nursery of fol evidence in the discovery of 
learning Merchant Taylors* School, the Popish plot in the reign of 
under the Rev. Dr. Smith, where King Charles II. The particulars 
he made a very great proficiency of that important event may be 
in all his studies, and gave the seen by looking into any of the 
strongest testimonials of extra- English historians relating to that 
ordinary abilities. In foetry, peiiod -, and Captain Bedloe's life, 
more particularly, he very early which contained little extraordi- 
discovered an uncommon genius ; nary excepting what concerned the 
two dramatic pieces of his writing said plot, having been written by 
being represented on the stage be- an unknown hand, and published 
fore he had well completed his in Svo. 1 681, being the year after 
twentieth year ; and those not such his ^eath, we shall refer our rea- 
as required the least indulgence or ders to that work^and only proceed 
allowance on account of his years, -to the mention of one dramatic 
bat such as bore evidence to a piece, which he published in his 
boldness of sentiment, an accuracy life-time, although never acted* 
of diction, an ingenuity of con- It Is entitled 
duct, and a maturity of judgment. The Excommunicated Prince, T. 
which would have done honour to Fol. 1679. 

a much more ripened age. The Anth. k Wood, in his Atherut 
titles of his plays, both of which Oxon. vol. ii. p. 884, -will not al- 
Vere tragedies, are, low the Captain the merit of this 

1. Scipio Jfricanus. 12mo.l718. play j but asserts that it was writ- 
'2. Henry IV, of France. Svo. ten partly, if not entirely, by one 
1720. Tho. W.ilter, M. A. of Jesus Col- 

At the representation of the first- lege, Oxford, 
mentioned piece, his schoolmaster Mr. Macpherson is supposed to 
Dr. Smith, as a peculiar mark of represent hi ha very justly in the 
distinction and regard to the merit following account: *« He rose from 
of his pupil, gave all his boys a ** a footboy, or common runner of 
holiday on the afternoon of the " messages, into a livery servant of 
author's benefit, in order to afford *' the Lord Bellasis. To the base- 
an opportunity, to such of them as " ness of his birth, he added the 
pleased, to pay their compliments " lowest depravity of the mind, 
to their schoolfellow on that oc- ''He was by nature a knave, and 
casion. " followed iniquity from inclina- 

He was born in l69(), and, be- " tion, more than from profit. Ac- 
sides these dramatic pieces, wrote " tive in his person, and a wan- 
several other poems; but his ge- " derer from disposition, he was a 
nius was not permitted any very " kind of post or letter-carrier be- 
long period to expand itself in ; *' yond sea j and, in that sen'ile 
for he died on the-lSth of February " condition, he found an opportu- 
1730, in the 32d year of his age. " nity to biecome acquainted with 
BEnLOE,CAPT.WiLLiAM. This " the names, aud the more obvious 
perjured wretch, at the time he " concerns, of people of note oa 
lived, made himself better known *' the continent. He converted his 
and more considered on account of "knowledge into the means of 
bis actipns than his writings 5 hav '' sharping. He went imder falte 
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^' names ; he borrowed money by intimacy Wlth^ the Americab Prince 
^' fraud 3 he forged recommenda- Orooncko, and his beloved Imoin-> 
*' tions 3 he personated men of i&- da> whose adventures she has her- 
<' gure. Under the character of an self so pathetically related in her 
«' Englishman of rank, he traversed celebrated novel of that name^ and 
^' Italy; he passed through France I which Mr. Sosithem afterwards 
^* he travelled to Spain ; marking made such an admirable use ojf in 
*< his way with frauds; cheatry, making it the groundwork of one 
f robbery^ and lies. Habituated of the best tragedies in the English 
** to punishments, and seasoned language. Her intimacy with this 
** to prisons^ he became hardened prince, and the interest she took in 
*'. against the animadversions of the his concerns, added to her own 
** law ; and though he fed, half his youth and beauty, afforded an op« 
'^ time, with common felons, out portunity to the ill-natured and 
<f of the alms-basket, he was al- censorious to accuse her of a nearer 
ff ways prepared for any wicked- connexion with him than that of 
'^ ness that promised temporary friendship. Of this, however, a lady 
^* profit.** of her acquaintancOi who has pre- 

He died at Bristol, August 20> fixed some memoirs of, her life to 
]680. an edition of her novels, takes gr^at 

Behn, Aphara, or Aphra. pains, and we think very much to 
Some kind of dispute has arisen in the purpose, to acquit her. 
yegard to this lady's Christian name. On her return to London, she 
in consequence 6f Langbaine*s hav- became the wife of one Mr. Behn, 
ing attributed that of Astraea to her a merchant, residing- in that city^ 
as a real name, which was indeed but of Dutch extraction. How 
90 more, than a poetical one, by long he lived after their marriage, 
which she was known and address- is not t^ry apparent, prphably not 
ed by her contemporaries. She verylonfj for her wit and abilities 
was a gentlewoman by birib> be- having brought her into high esti- 
ing descended from a very good mation at court. King Charles II, 
family, whose residence was in the iixed on her as a proper person to 
city of Canterbury. She was born transact some affairs of importance 
some time in Charles I/s reign, abroad during the course of the 
but in what year is uncertain. Dutch war. To this purpose she 
Her father ^s name was Johnson, went over to Antwerp, where, by 
who, through the interest of the her intrigues and gallantries, she 
Lord Wilioughby, to whom he so far crept into the seorets of 
was related, being appointed lieu- state, as to answer the ends pro- 
tenant-general of Surinam, and sij; posed by sending her over. -Nay, 
«nd thirty islands, undertook a in the latter end of 1666, she, by 
voyage to the West Indies, taking means of the influence she had 
with him his whole fiunily, among over one Vander Albert, a Dutch- 
whom was our poetess, at that man of eminence, whose heart was 
time very young. Mr. Johnson warmly attached to her, wormed 
died in the voyage ; but his family out of him the design formed by 
reaching Surinam, settled there for De Ruyter, in conjunction with 
some years. the family of the De Wits, of sail- 

Here it was that she learned the ing up the Thames, and burning 
bistory of^ and acquired a personal the English ships in their harbours. 
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which they afterwards put in €xe- 
cutioD at Rochester. This she 
immediately CQtnmutiicated to the 
English conrt ; but though the 
event proved her intelligence to be 
wdil grounded, yet it was at that 
time only laughed at 5 which, to- 
gether, probably, with no great 
inclinatipn shown to reward her 
for the pains she had been at, de^ 
.lennined her to drop all further 
thoughts pf political affairs, and, 
iJuring the remainder of her stay 
at Antwerp, to give herself up 
entirely to the gaiety and gallantries 
of the place. Vander Albert con- 
tinued his addresses, and, after 
having made some unsuccessful 
attempts to obtaiu the possession 
of her person oti easier terms than 
matrimony, at length consented t6 
make her his wife : but while he 
was preparing at Amsterdam for a 
journey to England with that in- 
tent, a fever carried him 6ff, and 
left her free from any amorous en- 
jagenoents. She' was also strongly 
•elicited by a very old man, of the 
Dame of Van Bruin; at whose ex- 
pense she diverted herself fof k 
time, and then rejected him with 
that ridicule which his absurd ad«> ^ 
Presses justly merited. 

In hei' voyage back to £nglat)d 
•he was very near being lost, the 
vessel she was in being driven on 
the coast by a storm ; but, hap- 
pening to founder within sight of 
laad, the passengers were, by the 
tlkndy assistance of boats from the 
shoit, all fortunately ptesejrved. 

Fro^ this period she devoted her 
life entirely to pleasure and the 
Muies. Her works are very nu- 
Qierous, and all of them have a 
fively and amorous turn. ,It is no 
wonder then, that her wit should 
gain her the esteem of Mr.Dryden, 
Mr. Sfpthern, and other men pf 
Jlw<« 5 a#%(^ be&uty, Qi'-aKich in 



her younger part of life she pis- . 
sessed a great share, did the love of 
those of gallantry. Nor doe6 she 
appear to have been any stranget 
to the delicate sensations of £at 
passion ; as appears from some of 
her letters to a gentleman, with 
whom she corresponded under the 
name of Lycidas, and who seems 
not to have returned her flame with 
equal ardour, or received it with 
that rapture her charms might 
well have been expected to com«^ 
mand. 

Her works, as we have before 
observed, were very numerous, con-s 
sisting of plays, novels, poems, let* 
ters, &c. But as our present 3e* . 
sign only authorizes our taking 
notice of her dramatic pieces, we 
shall hereto subjoin a list of them» 
amounting to eighteen in number^i 
vrz. 

I. Forced Marriage, T. C. 4t0, ' 
1671. 

'J^.The Amorous Prince, G. 4td. . 

1671. 
3. The Dutch Lover. C. 4t», . 

1673. 

4.Ahdela%ar, T. 4to. l677, . 

^. The Town Fop. Com. 4t0k - 

1977. 

6. The Rover. C. Parti. 4to. 

1677. 

7. The Debauchee *, or, TheCre^ 

dulotis Cuckold. C. 4to. 1677* 

8. Sir Patient Fancy. <G. 4to# * 
1678. 

9. The Feigned Courie%ans. C 
4to. 1679. 

10. The Rover. Com. Pirt II. 
4to. 1681. 

n. The City Heiress. C. 4td. 
l68ij. 

12. The False Count. C. 4td, , 
1682. 

13. 7%e Roundheads. C. 4to. - 

1683. 

14. The Youfig King. Tr. C;^ • 
4to. l6S3u 
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15. l^he Lucky Chance. C. 4to. 
1687. 

16. The Emperor of the Moon, F. . 
4to. 168/. 

17. The iridow Ranter, T. C. . 
4io. 1690, 

18. The Younger Brother, C. - 
4to. 1696. 

It will appear by this catalogue, 
that the turn of her ^genius was 
chiefly to comedy. Astothecharac- 
ter that her plays should maintain 
in the records of dramatic history, 
it will be difficult to determine, 
since their faults and perfections 
stand in strong opposition to each 
other. In all, even the most in- 
diflerent of her pieces, there are 
strong marks of genius and under- 
standing. Her plots $re full of 
business and ingenuity? and her 
dialogue sparkles with the dazzling 
lustre of genuine wit, which every 
ivhere glitters atoong it. Bat then 
she has been accused, and that not 
without great justice, of interlard- 
ing her comedies with the most 
indecent scenes, and giving an in- 
dulgence in her wit to the most 
indelicate expressions. To this ac- 
cusation she has herself made some 
reply in the preface to The Lucky 
Chance', but the retorting the 
charge of prudery and preciseness 
on her accusers is far from being 
a sufficient, exculpation of herself^ 
The best, and perhaps the only 
true excuse that can be made for it 
is, that although she might herself 
have as great an aversion as any 
one to loose scenes or too warm 
^descriptions, yet, as she wrote for^a 
livelihood, she was obliged to com- 
ply with the corrupt taste of the 
times. And, as she wgs a wo- 
man, and naturally, moreover, of 
an amorous complexion, and wrote 
in an age and to a court of gal- 
lantry and licentiousness, the latter 
circumstances, added to her neces- 
sities^ compelled her to indulge her 
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audience in their favourite depra- 
vity; and the former, assisted by a 
rapid flow of wit and vivacity, en- 
abled her so to do; so that both 
together have given her plays the 
loose cast which it is but too appa- 
rent they possess. 

Her own private character we 
shall give to our readers in the 
words of one of her female com- 
panions, who, in the memoirs 
before mentioned, prefixed to her 
novels, spoke of her thus : " She 
*' was (says this lady) of a gene- 
" rouS) humane disposition, some- 
'^ thing passionate, very serviceable 
" to her friends in all that was in 
" her power, and could sooner 
'' forgive an injury than do one. 
'* She had wit, humour, good-na- 
*^ ture, and judgment % she was 
*' mistress of all the pleasing arts 
*-' of conversation ; she was a wo- 
" man of sense, alid consequently 
" a lover of pleasure. For my 
" part, I knew her intimately, and 
'* never saw aught unbecoming the 
" just modesty of our sex 5 though 
'' more gay and free than the folly 
'* of the precise will allow.** 

After a life intermingled with 
numerous disappointments, which, 
as Mr. Gildon justly observes, a 
woman of her sense and merit 
ought never to have met with, and 
in the close of a long indisposition, 
Mrs. Behn departed from this 
world on the l6th of April 1689, 
and lies interred in the cloisters of 
Westminster Abbey, under a blue 
marble stone, against the first pil- 
lar in the east ambulatory, with the 
following inscription : 

Mrs. Aphra Behn, 

died April the l6th, 

1689. 

Here lies a proof that wit can never be 
Defence enough against mortality. ' 

Revived by Tho.Waine, in respect 
to so bright a genius. 
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Belchier^Dawbridgbcourt. In 1^46 appeared, 
Hiis gentleman was the eldest son 9. Tlie Languishing Lover, M. 
of WUliam Belchier, of Gillesbo- Int. 12mo. 

rough, in Northamptonshire, Fsq. All these little pieces (the 4th> 
He was first entered of Corpus 8th, and 9th, only excepted) were 
Christi College, Cambridge, on expressly written tobe performed by 
March 2, 1597 ; and afterwards the young ladies of Mrs. Bellamy's 
of Christchurch, Oxford, wheie boarding-school at Chelsea, at the 
he took the degree of bachelor of stated periods of breaking-up for 
arts, Feb. 6, I6OO; some years the holidays, for the improvement 
after which he went into the of themselves, and the amusement 
United Provinces, and settled at of their parents and friends. Thej 
Utrecht j where he wrote, or, as are well adapted to the purpose* 
Coxeter terms it, translated into being short and concise, the plots 
English (from the Dutch, we sup- simple and famUiar, and the Ian* 
pose), one dramatic piece called guage, though not remarkably po- 
Hans Beer Pofs Invisible Co- etical, nor adorned with any very 
nedy. 4to. 16I8. extraordinary beauty, yet, on the 

Phillips and Winstanley, how- whole, far from contemptible, 
ever, among the numerous mis- They are calculated for showing 
takes they are guilty of, have at- the peculiar talents of the young 
tributed this piece to Thomas ladies who were to appear ia 
Nash. them j and to set forth the im- 

Mr. Belch ier died, in the Low provements they had acquired in 
Countries, in 1621.. their education, especially in mu- 

Bellamy, Daniel, Sen. and sic, to which end songs are pretty 
Jun. These gentlemen were far lavishly dispersed through them 
therand son. The father, as we all. In a word, the design on the 
are informed in the title-page to whole is laudable 3 and it were to* 
their works, was some time of St. be wished that an example of this 
John's College, Oxford j and the sort were to be followed in more 
son of Trinity College, Cambridge, of the seminaries of education both 
They were authors in conjunction ; male and female 3 as these kinds of 
and in the year .1739 published public exhibitions constantly ex- 
vol. i. and in 1740 vol. ii. (l2mo.) cite a degree of emulation which 
of a collection of Miscellanies in awakens talents that might othefr 
. Prose and Verse 5 in which^ among wise have lain entirely buried in 
other dramas, are some which had obscurity, and rouse to a greater 
before been printed by the father, degree of exertion those which 
The names of the several pieces have already been discovered, 
are as follow: Bellam'x, Thomas, born in 

}. Innocence Betrayed, 1745, at Kingston-upon-Thames, 

2. Love Triumphant* in Surrey. His father was of tiie 

3. Perjured Devotee. profession of the law, afid, in 

4. Absent Nymph, 1743, married Miss Anne Lorn ax, 

5. Rival Nymphs. daughter of Lomax, Esq. wlio 

6. Bival Priests. had represented the borough of St. 

7. Vanquished Love, And, Albans in Parliament : by his wife 

8. Three select scenes of Gua- he had a numerous issue j his son 
rini's Pastor Fido, Thomas lived to be the only sur- 
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viviDg branch 6f the family. It cruelly deceived^ slqd nil his pro- 

does not appear that his father $pects of cotibubial happ'mess sa« 

died hi any flourishing circutn* crificed at the shrine of vanity and 

stances. He acted as steward to iblly. 

Sir Charles Booth> who had a great He appears to have had an eatljr 
regard for him and his family, and taste for the sublime composition* 
at his death left Mrs. Bellamy a of the best English poets, from 
very considerable legacy: she sur- which he seems to have imbibed a 
vived her husband many years, genuine love of nature, and to have 
The late Rev. Daniel Bellamy, contracted the habit of indulging 
who had the living of Kew, in himself in those rural rambles and 
Surrey, and who wa» particularly excursions which he was constant- 
distinguished by their present Ma- ly making, and from which he 
jesties, was uncle to our author, derived the greatest pleasure : this 
It does not appear that Mr. Bellamy taste almost necessarily riiade him 
was ever designed for any of the a poetj and he began, even during 
learned professions ; for he re- his apprenticeship, to wander at 
ceived only those common rudi- the foot of Parnassus. His first 
ments of education which are re- essays, like, those of all young 
quisite for the purposes of inland poets, were of the pastoral hind, 
.commerce; which having attained, which he rejected, in proportion 
he was put an apprentice to Mrs. as his judgment ripened, and con* 
Allen, a hosier, in Newgate Street, fined himself principally to moral 
With this business he was so well subjects. In his Miscellanies he 
satisfied, that, at the expiration of has preserved some pieces, written 
his apprenticeship, he began to trade so long ago as 1765 j which evinco 
4k)T himself on a large scale, and that he had a pure mind, and 
with great success. He spent up- knew how to express his senti- 
"wards of twenty years of his life as ments with considerable force and 
a respectable tradesman in the city harmony, particularly Ahdallah to. 
\>f London ; and- as such he most the Usurper of his Father' s Throne, 
probably would have passed the and Ellen to> Edwin, vol. ii. 88, • 
remainder of his life, if, happily, A mind, susceptible of the ple^- 
he had married, and known the sures of poetry, and indulging ia 
comforts of domestic felicity^ propensities of innate genius, will 
^ome time after he commenced not long relish the common busU 
business, he entertained an affec- ness of common life ; and it is but 
tion for a young lady, whom It too true, that genius is frequently 
was his wish and intention to the artificer of private calamity,; 
marry. Whatever were their as well as of public fame. Mr. 
•ngagements, however, the lady Bellamy** predilection for polite 
thought proper to decline be- literature increased with his years; 
♦coming the wife of an honest and and, as the concerns of trade are 
prosperous tradesman. The un- always found indbmpatible with a 
happy termination of the first paft- devotion to^he Muses, the counter 
«ion he ever felt, seems to have gradually became rejected, and the 
had the natural efifect of giving shop finally renounced, after car- 
him some disgust against matri- ryiiig on business for about twenty. 
mony; or at least forming any ijew years. Our author was the pro- 
Atachment; since he had been so. jector of Th Monthly.^ Mirror,,. 
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the General Magazine and Impart ception and an invarialyle ftfictioa 
iinl Review, the first number of for the best graces of the heart : 
v/hicb was published on the first be had no talent for satire^ nor 
of June 1787 J ot The Pktutesque did he relish it in others 5 though 
Magazine, and Liierary Museum j he knew how to value the spark- 
and author of Sadaski, or the Wan- ling ebullitions of resentful wit, 
derin^ Penitent, in two small vo- and the angry coruscations of 
lames, which if not managed with ofiended genius. He was author 
the delicate skill of Hawkesworth, of the following dramatic piece : 
yetdisplays anexuberant fancy, and The Friends-, or. The Benevolent 
inculcates important lessons and Planters. M.I. Acted at the Hay- 
sound morality. For the juvenile market -, but afterwards printed 
nuad, he alsb wrote a small book, (under the latter title only), 8vo, 
entitled, Lessons from Life; or, 1789« 

Home Scenes. Upon the death of Bellers, Fbttiplacb. Of 
his mother, he became entitled to this gentleman we can give no ac- 
a considerable sum of money, and count, except that he was the au- 
retired to private lodgings, intend- thor of A Delmeation of universal 
JDg to augment his income by Law, 4to,} The Ends of Society, 
writing works of fancy and bio- 4to. 1759; and one play, called, 
graphy. He was now, for the first Injured Innocence, T. 8vo. 1792. 
time since he commenced author, Belok, Pbtba. Of this author 
in comfortable circumstances : no account is transmitted to us. 
btttfromthisprospect of happiness He was living in I69O, when' 
be was summoned by deaths after Langbaine published, and wrote < 
an illness of four days, Friday, one play, called, 
August 29, 1800. He was a The Mock Duellist-, or, TAe 
Bian, who, in all the varying cir- French Falet. Com. 4to. 1675. 
cumstances of his existence, had Bennbt, Philip, was fellow 
the merit of acting with probity of Magdalen College, Cambridge, 
and propriety 5 his manners were where he took the degrees of 
engaging 5 his conversation cheer- B. A. 1736, and M. A. 1740. He 
^ ) his countenance was expres- afterwards took orders, and died 
siveof the keen sensibility of his about 1752. He was author of at 
mind J his deportment was manly, poem, called The Beau Pkilos^" 
and his address conciliating 5 he pher, 8vo. 1 736, and 
^ai ardent in his pursuits, and The Beau's Adventures. F. 8vD. 
^nn in his attachments 5 his ur- 1733. 

banity procured him many ac- Bie^nson, ;, an industrious 

qaaintance, and his good qualities and meritorious actor, and a dra- 
secured him many friends ; he matic writer in a small way, wha 
delighted in ' social intercourse, was several years attached to 
and his love of conviviality was DruryLaneTheatre, and married a 
never degraded by intemperance; sister of Mrs. Stephen Kemble, by 
be loved whatever could captivate whom he had four childreki. In 
^gctodmind, and an elegant taste the theatre he was an extremely 
bad always a charm for him. This useful man, being a ready shbstt* 
will be clearly seen from the tute in case of sudden indisposition, 
tenour of all his compositions, willing to undertake any character 
^hict evince an acute inoral per- in comedy, tragedy, or farct. 
' Vol. f. 9 
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Ifeder the affliction of a brain fe- 
v^r, he threw himself, about three 
in the morning of May 20, 179^> 
stark naked^ from a garret window 
of a house, where he lodged, in 
Bridges Street, Covent Garden 5 
and his head pitching on the kirb- 
stone, his brains were dashed into 
the high road. By his death, an 
aged father and mother were de- 
prived of support. The proprietors 
of the theatre generously appro- 
ptiited a night's performance for 
the benefit of his afflicted family. 
Mi*. Benson was author of, 

1. Britain: s Glory. M. E. 8vo. 

1794. 

2. L&ve and Money. M. F. 8vo. 

1798. 

Bentley, Richard. This gen- 
tleman was the son of the late 
well-known Dr. Bentley, the great 
critic. He possessed considerable 
literary abilities i yet the turn of 
jhis genius did not seem greatly 
adapted to dramatic writings, by 
the specimen he gave of them in 
a piece which made its appearance 
at Drury Lane Theatre, in the 
summer of i76X, It was entitled, 

1. The Wishes. Com. N. P. 
It was attempted to be written 

after the manner of the Italian co- 
medy ; but though the author had 
shown great knowledge of the 
world> 9n accuracy of judgment, 
and in some passages of it a strong- 
poignancy of satire, yet on the 
whole it was deficient in that no- 
velty of plot, variety of incident, 
and vivacity of wit, which are 
essential to the very existence of 
comedy. In short, the author had 
written more like a man of learn- 
ing than genius, more to the clo- 
set than Uie stage. 

2, PTdlodamus. T. 4to,l 767.— 
^oth these pieces were altered for 
the stage, and acted at Covent Gar- 
dexi, 17S2, but without suocess. 
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Mr. Bentley died Oct. 23, 17W. 

A posthumous piece of his was 

performed at Covent Garden a 

few years afterwards 5 but with 

little success, viz. 

3. The Prophet. C. O. 1788. 

N.P. 

Bentlev, John, is author of 
The Royal Penitent. Sac. Dram. 

12mo. 1803. 
Berard, Peter. We find thi» 

name prefixed to 

The Uncle's JVilL F. translated. 

8vo. 1808. 

Berkeley, George Monck. 

This gentleman, who was bom 
Feb. 8, 1763, at Bray, in the 
county of Berks, was the son of 
the Rev. George Berkeley, L.L.D. 
prebendafy of Canterbuiy, &c, 
and grandson of George Berkeley, 
Bishop of Cloyne. At twelve years 
of age he was sent to Eton school, 
and soon after went into the Long 
Chamber, where he frequently 
felt the castigating rod of the 
master, Dr. Barnard, who was a 
rigid disciplinarian; not because 
he was deficient in abilities, but 
because he loved to associate with 
those who thought it meritorious 
to transgress the commands of their 
superior. When sixteen years old,, 
his father took him away, and be- 
came his tutor himself for two 
years ; after which he was sent to 
the university of St. Andrew, in 
Scotland 5 where he continued 
three years and a half. At nine- 
teen years of age, he was elected 
a member of the Antiquarian So- 
ciety of Edinburgh. He after- 
ward became a gentleman-com- 
moner of Magdalen Hall> Oxford, 
and took the degree oif LL. B. 

. On leaving the university, he was 
admitted a student of the Inner 
Temple ; and, firom his close ap* 
plication to the study of the law^ 
wovdd piobably, had te livfd. 
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have bec^e one of the greatest 
ornaments of that professicm. He 
Was a man cf a very singular 
diaracter ; bat possessed many 
amiable qualities, His poems^ 
Mrhicb prove him to have had ^ 
strong genius and a brilliant ima- 
gination, were published after his 
death by his mother, in 4 to. pre- 
ceded by a tedious preface, of 
more than five hundred pages, in 
which she details every trifling 
circumstance; relating to him and 
her family, that shecould recollect 'j 
and which very few will have pa- 
tieace enough to peruse. He was 
the author ©f, 
1. Mna. Com. 8vo. N. D. 

2.. Love and Nature, a musical 

piece in one act. Performed at the 

Dublin Theatre, in March 1789. 
4to. 1797. 

He died Jan, 26, 1793, aged 
29, after a short illness. 

Berkley, Sir William; was 
^orn in or near London, and 
younger brother of John, Lord 
Berkley of Stretton. He was 
elected probationer fellow of Mer- 
ton College, Oxford, in 1625, 
aod four years afterwards was aJ- 
initted Master of Arts. In l630, 
he set out on his travels. After 
his return, he became gentleman 
of the privy chamber to Charles 
the First ; and, in l046, was sent 
to Virginia about public concerns. 
In I6Q0, on the death of Colonel 
Matthews (in consideration of the 
service he had done there, in de- 
fending the pec^le irom being 
killed by the natives, and destroy- 
ing great numbers of the Indians 
without losipg three of his owti 
men), be was made governor of 
that p|ace> and cotitinued in the 
office until the year I676. He 
tfed soon aifter his return to £ng- 
iandi ^d was buried at Twickea- 



bam, July 18, 1677. He wrolfc 
one play, called. 

The Lost Lady. Tragi-Com. 
Fol. ia»8. 

And may not: improbably have 
been the author of . 

Cornelia. Play, 1602. N. P. 
Ascribed to a Sir William Bartley. 

Bernard, Richard. As to 
the particulars of this gentleman's 
life, none have been handed down 
to us, further than that he fl6urish« 
ed in the reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth> and that he lived at Epworth^ 
in Lincolnshire. In his literary 
capacity only therefore we can 
speak of him/ in which light we 
are to consider hinoi as the first 
person who gave this kingdom an 
entire translation of Terence's Co- 
medies. To the learned it would 
be' needless to repeat their names i 
but for the sake of our fair readers, 
and olhers who may not be so well 
acquainted with the Latin classics, 
it may not be improper to inform 
them that they were six in hum- 
bef, and their titles as follows : 

1. Adelpht. 

2. Andria, 

3. Eimuckus. 

4. HeautontimitrumeTuos. 
5r Hecyra. 

6, Phormio. 4to. 1598; lOO? i 
4th edit, (with n)ahy emendations), 
4to. 1614 ; 1629; 1<541. 

Mr. Bernard has not, however, 
contented himself with giving a 
bare translation of these six plays, 
but kas also selected separately and 
dtjBtinptly, in each scene, all the 
most remarkable forms of speech, 
theses and moral sentences, after 
the same manner as had been done 
beft)re him in an old French trans- 
lation of the same author, printed 
at Paris in 1574. These little ex- 
tracts are extremely useful and 
entertaining, and may not only be 
rendered ^rvjceable to boys al 
D 2 
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school in the more Immediate ua- Gick-pity in Drury Iab», in which 

derstanding of the author^ but are company Mr. Betterton entered 

also of great assistance to those himself; and though not much 

who read him with a more classical above twenty years of age» im- 

view^ in the pointing out, and fix- mediately gave pi'oof of the most 

ing on the memory^ some of the capital genius and merit, ana 

mostbeautifbl passages, or such as, acquired the highest applause in 

from the importance of the senti- The Loyal Subject, The IVUd Goose 

ment, or the peculiar arrangement Chace, The Spanish Curaie, and 

of the phraseology, may be the several other plays of Beaumont 

most desirable to remember. and Fletcher, which were then 

Bernbrs, Lord. See Bour- the pieces most in vogue. 
CHiBR, John. Presently after the Restoration, 

Bbtterton, Thomas. Though two distinct theatres were esta-* 
in pursuance of the design of this blished by royal authority,, the one 
work we can insert no names but in Drury Laxie, in consequence of 
those of dramatic writers, yet the a patent granted to Henry Killi* 
gentleman who now comes under grew, Esq. ; which was called the 
our consideration requires our King's company: the other ia 
speaking of him not in that light Lincoln's Inn Fields, who styled 
ox)ly, but also as an actor, and that themselves the Duke of York's 
perhaps as the most capital one servants, the patentee of which 
that this or any other country has was the ingenious Sir William 
ever produced. He was born in Davenant) which last-mentioned 
Tothill Street, Westminster, in the gentleman engaged Mr. Bettertob, 
year l635, his father being at that and all who had acted under Mn 
time under-cook to K. Charles I. Rhodes, into his company, which 
He received the iirst rudiments of Opened in 1662, with a new plaj 
a genteel education, and showed of Sir William's, in two parts, 
such a propensity to literature, that called The Siege of Rhodes. 
it was for some time the intention In this piece as well as in the 
of his family to have brought him subsequent characters which Mr. 
up to one of the liberal pro^ssions. Betterton performed, he increased 
But this design the confusion and his reputation and esteem with the 
violence of the ensuing times di- public, and indeed became so much 
verted them from, or probably put in favour with King Charles II. 
it out of their power to accom- that one of his biographers asserts 
plish. His fondness for reading, (see Cibber*s Lives of the Poets, 
however, induced him to request vol. iii. p. 157) that by his Ma- 
of his parents that they would bind jesty*s especiaJ command he went 
him apprentice to a bookseller; over to Paris, to take a view of 
which was readily complied with, the French stage, that he might 
fixing on. one Mr. Rhodes, near the better judge what would con- 
Charing Cross, for his master. tribute to the improveoiient of our 

This gentleman, who had been own ; and even goes so far as to 
wardrobe-keeper to the theatre in say, that he. was the first who in- 
Black Friars before the troubles, troduced moving scenes on the 
obtained a license, in l65g, from English stage; the honour of which, 
the powers then in being, to set however, the other writers have 
op a company of playersj in the giv^ to Sir William himself. 
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In the 3rear 1670, he mar- 
ried one Mrs. Saundenon, a per- 
former on the same stage, who^ 
both as an actress and a woman, 
was every thing that human per- 
fection was capable of arriving at, 
and with whom he, through the 
whole course of his remaining life, 
possessed every degree of happi- 
ness that a perfect union of hearts 
can bestow. 

When the Duke^s company re- 
moved to Dorset Gardens, he 
continued with them; and on the 
coalition of the two companies, in 
16S4, he still remained among 
them; Mrs. Betterton maintaining 
the same foremost figure among the 
women, that her husband support- 
ed among the male performers. 
And so great was the estimation 
they were both held in, that in the 
year I675, when a pastoral, called 
Catislo ; or. The Chaste Nymph ; 
written by Mr. Crown, at the de- 
sire of Queen Catherine, consort to 
Charles 11. was to be performed at 
court, by persons of the greatest 
distinction, our English Roscius 
was employed to instruct the gen- 
tlemen, and Mrs. Betterton ho- 
noured with the tutorage of the 
ladies; among whom were the two 
princesses Mary and Anne, daugh- 
ters of the Duke of York, both of 
whom ajfterwards succeeded to the 
crown of these realms. In grate- 
ful remembrance of whiph, the lat- 
ter of them, when Queen, settled 
a pension of 100/. per annum on 
^ old instructress. 

in i6q5, Mr. Betterton, having 
sounded the inclinations of a select 
nomber of the actors, whom he 
fonnd ready to join with him, ob- 
tained, through the influence of 
the Earl of Dorset, the royal W- 
<%n3e for acting in a separate 
^tre; and was very soon en- 
vied, by the voluntary subscrip- 



tions of many persons of qualily, 
to erect a new playhouse, within 
the walls of the Tennis Court, in 
Lincoln's Inn Fields. 

To this step Mr. Betterton was 
probably induced by two distinct 
motives. The first was, the ill 
treatment he received from the 
managers, who, exerting a despo- 
tic authority over their performers, 
which he thought it his duty to 
remonstrate against, began to grow 
jealous oir his power ; and there- 
fore, with a hope of abating his 
' influence, gave away some of his 
capital parts to young and insuf- 
ficient performers. This conduct, 
however, had the direct contrary 
effect to that which they expected 
from it, by attaching to Mr. Bet- 
terton all the best players (who be- 
came apprehensive of meeting with 
the same treatment themselves), 
and at the same time exasperating 
the( town, which would not submit 
to be dictated to in its diversions, or 
have its most rational amusements 
damped by bungling and imper- 
fect performances, when it was 
apparently in the power of the 
managers to ^ive them in the 
greatest height of perfection. 

The other motive probably was 
a pecuniary one, with a view to 
repair, by the more enlarged pro- 
fits of a manager, the loss of his 
whole fortune (upwards of two 
thousand pounds), which he had 
suffered in the year 1692, by ad- 
venturing it in a commercial 
scheme to the East Indies. 

Be this however as it will, the 
new theatre opened in I695, with 
Mr. Congreve's Love for Love, the 
success of which was amazingly 
great. Yet in a few years it ap- 
peared that the profits arising from 
this theatre were very insignifl* 
cant ; and Mr. Betterton growing 
now into the infirmities of age, 
j>3 
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and Jabouring under violent at- 
tacks of the gout> he gladly quitted 
at once the fatigues of manage- 
knent and the hurry of the stage. 

The public, however, who re- 
lained a grate^l sense of the plea- 
sure they had frequently received 
froni this theatrical veteran, and 
Sensible of the narrowness of his 
circumstances, resolved to continue 
the marks of their esteem to him, 
by giving him a benefit. On the 
7th of April 1709> the comedy of 
Lwe fw Love was performed for 
that purpose, in which this gen- 
tleman himself, though then up- 
wards af seventy years of age, 
dcted the youthful part of Valen- 
ifine 3 as, in the September follow- 
ing, he did that of Hamlet, of his 
jierformance of which the author 
of The Tatler has taken parti- 
cular notice. Qn the former oc- 
casion, those very eminent per- 
formers Mrs. Barry and Mrs. 
Bracegirdle, who had quitted the 
stage some years before, in grati-. 
tude lo one to whom (hey had had 
50 many obligations, acted the 
parts of Angeli(5a and Mrs. Frail ; 
and Mr. Rowe wrote an epilogue 
for that night, which was spoken 
by Mrs. Barry, who, with Mrs. 
Bracegirdle, supported between 
them thi§ once powerful prop of 
the English stage. 

The profits pf this night are 
paid to haye amounted to upwards 
pf 500/. the prices haying been 
raiseU to the same that the operas . 
are at present, and when ^he cur- 
tain drew up almost as large an 
audience appearing behind as be- 
fore it. ; 

The next "yvinter, Mr. Betterton ^ 
was prevailed on by Mr. Owen 
Mac Swiny, th^n manager of the 
Ppera House, in theHayinarket (at 
whipli plays were acted four times 
^ week), 'to continue performing 
■'■ '4" "" " ' "' " 
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though but iseldom. In conse- 
quence of which, in the ensuine 
spring, viz. on the 2,5th of April 
1710, another play was given out 
for this gentleman's benefit, viz. 
The Maids Tragedy , of Beaumont 
and Fletcher, in which he himself 
performed his celebrated part of 
Melantius. This, however, was the 
last time he was to appear on the 
stage. For having been suddenly 
seized with the gout, and being 
impatient at the thoughts of dis- 
appointing his friends, he made 
use of outward applications to 
reduce the swellings of his feet^ 
which eiiabled him to walk on thq 
stage, though obliged to have his 
foot in a slipper. But although he 
acted that day wit(i unusual spiri^ 
and briskness, aiid met with uni-. 
versal applause, yet he paid very 
dear for this tribute he had ren-i 
dered to the public ; for the fo- 
mentations he had made use of, oc- 
casioning a revulsion of the gouty 
humour to the nobler parts, threyr 
the distemper up into his head, 
and terminated his life on tha 
28th. of that month. On the 2d 
of May, his body was interred, 
with much ceremony, in the cloy- 
sters of Westminster, and great ho- 
nour paid to his memory, by tis 
friend tlie Tatler, who has related 
in a very pathetic, and at the^ame. 
time the mo^t dignified manner, . 
the process of the ceremonfal. 

The dramatic pieces he left be- 
hind him are as follpw : 

1 . The Roman Virgin j or, Un» 
just Judge. T. 4to. 1679. 

2. The Revenge} pr, A Match , 
in Newgate. C. 4to. 168O. 

3. Tne Profile tess } . or. The 
HUtory of Jbioclesian, Altered. O. 
with a Masque. 4to. 1690. .. . 

4. King Henry the Fourth, with , 
the Humours of Sir John Talstaff. • 
T. C. 4to. 1706. 
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5. Tke Amorous Jf^idow; or. 
The Wdnt(m Wife. C. 4to. 1706. 

6. Sequel of Henry the Fourth. 
8vo. N. D. [1719.] 

7 k The Bondman I or, Loue and 
liberty i T. C. 8yo. 1719. 

3. The Woman made a Justice, 
Com. N.P. 

Of these we have not much more 
to say, than that those which are 
properly his own are not devoid of 
merit, and those which he has only 
altned have received an advan- 
tage from his amendment. In 
bodi, however^ he has preserved 
one degree of perfection, which is 
of great consequence to the suc- 
cess of any dramatic piece^ viz. an 
exactdispositiob of the scenes, aiKi 
the preservation of .a j.ust length, 
absolute propriety, and natnral 
(connexions. 

As an ^ctor, he was certainly 
one of the greatest of either his 
own or. any other agej but to enter 
into, particular details in that re- 
spect would only take up the time 
of our readers unnecessarily, and 
fiU up a greater portion- of room 
in this work, than we have a right 
to allot to any onearticle. We shall 
therefore refer those who are de- 
fiirons.of having him painted out 
jn the most lively colours to their 
"pagination, to the description 
f iven of him by his contemporary 
Mr. CoUey Gibber, in xheApobgy 
for his own Life. And as a man, 
»t is scarcely possible to say more, 
«nd it would be injustice to say 
less of him, tiian that he was as 
unblemished a pattern of private 
^d social qualities, as he was a 
Perfect model of theatrical action 
and dramatic elocution. 
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and jictreises, 8vo. ^< Mr. fiet« 
^' terton (although a superlative 
'^ good actor) laboured under an 
'', ill figure, being clumsily made, 
*' having a great head, a short 
'' thick neck, stooped in the 
'' shoulders, and had fat short 
'' arms» .which he rarely lifted 
higher than his stomach. His 
left hand frequently lodged in 
'^ his breast, between his coat 
" and waistcoat, while with bis 
'^ right he prepared his speech. 
" His actions were few, but just. 
" He> had little eyes and a broad 
*' face, a little pock-fretten, a 
corpulent body and thick legs, 
with large feet He was better 
" to meet than to follow 3 for has 
" aspect was serious, venerable, 
'^ and majestic ; in his latter time 
*' a little paralytic. His voice 
*^ was low and grumbling; yet he 
'' could tune it by an artful cli- 
" max, which enforced universal 
" attention, even from the fops 
'^ and orange-girls. He was in- 
'' capably of dancing, even in a 
'' country dance ; as was Mrs. 
'' Barry : but their good qualities 
" weriB more than equal to their 
'' deficiencies." 

Mr. Addison thus speaks of 
Betterton : " Such an actor as Mt*.. 
'^ Betterton ought to be recorded 
^' with the same respect as Roscius 
" amongtheRomans. The greatest 
'•orator (TuUy) has thought fit 
" to quote his judgment, and oe- 
" lebrate his life. Roscius was 
^^ the example to all that would 
'*^ form themselves into proper and 
*' winning behaviour : his action 
'* was so well adapted to the seil- 
" timents he expressed, that the * 
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The following description of " youth of Rome thought they 
him is given by Antony Aston, in 
« panaphlet, called, A Brief Sup- 
plimml to CoUey Cibber, E^q. 
fe Uves of the late famous Actors 



wanted only to be virtuous to 

•' be as graceful in their appear- 

^^ ance as Roscius. The imaglna- 

'^ tion took a lovely impression of 

n4 
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'^ wbat was great and good ', and 
'* they/ who never thought of 
" setting up for the art of imita- 
*' tion, became themselves inirni- 
^' table characters. There is no 
*' human invention so aptly cal- 
*' Gulated for the forming a free- 
^' born people, as that of a theatre. 
'< Tully reports, that the celebrated 
'* Koscius used frequently to say, 
*' the perfection of an actor is, 
*' only to become what he is do- 
^' ing. I have hardly a notion, 
<* that any performer of antiquity 
'* could surpass the action of Mr. 
^' Betterton, in any of the occa- 
'^ sions in which he has appeared 
f on our stage. The wonderful 
^' agony which he appeared in, 
f* when he examined the circura- 
f stance of the handkerchief in 
<^ the part of Othello j the mix- 
^* ture of love that intruded upon 
f ' his mind, upon the innocent 
^' answers Desdemona makes, be- 
♦' trayed in his gesture such a va- 
*' riety and vicissitude of passions, 
" as would admonish a man to be 
"afraid of his own heart; and 
** perfectly convince him, that it is 
-*' to stab it, to admit that worst of 
<' daggers, jealousy. Whoever 
" reads in his closet this admirable 
*' scene will find, that be cannot 
^' (except he has as warm an ima- 
^' gination as Shakspeare himself) 
^' find any but dry, incoherent, 
^' and broken sentences. But a 
^^ reader, that has seen Betterton 
^' act it, observes, there could not 
** be a vvord added j that longer 
« speeches had been unnatural, 
** nay, impossible, in, Othello's 
f* circumstances.** 

It was on the death of Mr. Bet- 
terton that Queen Anne settled on 
his widow the pension we have 
taken notice of above, which how- 
ever she did not enjoy long : the 
gq^f {qj; (he Iqss 9f sp gppd ^ 
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husband, with whom she 
forty years in the utmost harr 
and affection, wrought so strc 
en her delicate frame, whicl 
already enfeebled by old age^ 
a long state of bad health, tl 
very soon deprived her of he: 
son, and, at the end of a yea 
a half, of her life also. 

BiCKERSTAFFE, ISAAC. ^ 

tive of Ireland, and for some 
one of the most successful u 
for the stage. He was pre 
born about the year 1735, h 
been appointed one of the 
to Lord Chesterfield, whc 
was Lord Lieutenant of In 
in 1^46. He was once an < 
of marines, but left the s 
with circumstances which c 
reflect credit pn him as a 
He is said to be still livi 
some place abroad, to wh 
deed without a name has bai 
him, and where he exists poi 
despised by all orders of peo] 
He is the author of, 

1. Leucotkoe, D. P. 8vo. 

2. Thomas and Sally > or 
Sailors Return. M. E. 8vo. 

3. Lovcinq. Village. C. C 
1763. 

4. Judith. Orgt. 4to. IJt 

5. The Maid of the Mill. 
8vo. 1/65, 

6. Daphne and Amintor. 
8,vo. 1765. 

7. The Plain Dealer. C. 

8. Love in the City, C. O 
1767. 

Q, Lionel and Clarissa. 
Svo. 176a. 

10. The Absent Man. P 
17(i8. 

11. The Royal Garland. 
$vo. 1768. 

12. The Padlock. C. O 
1768. 

13. The H^focrite. C.avQ 
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14. The Ephesian Matron. C.S. 
8vo. 1769. 

15. Dr, Last in his Chariot, C. 
8vo. 1769. 

16. The Captive. C. O. 8vo. 

1769. 

17. A School for Fathers, CO. 

8vo. 1770. 

18. Tis Well it's no Worse. 
C. 8?o. 1770. 

19. The Recruiting Serjeant. M, 
E. 8vo. 1770. 

20. He would if he could; or, 
Jn old Feol tvorse than any. Burl. 
8vo. 1771. 

21. TheSulian. F. 1775 5 8vo. 

1787. 
To him also has been ascribed, 

22. The Spoiled Child. F. 8vo* 
1806. 

filCKNBLL/ AlBXAKDBR. A 

gentleman who published^ in 179^> 
an entertaining volume, called 
Instances of the MutaHlity of For- 
ft«w, selected from anctent and 
modem History j and also wrote 
one drama, entitled. 

The Patriot King. Tr. 8vo. 
1788. 

BiDDLB, Edward, author of 
a fragment of a play, called, 

Augustus. Trag. 8vo. 1717' 

BiDLAKE, Rbv. John, B. A^, 
chaplain to His Royal Highness 
the Duke of Clarence, and master 
of the grammar-school at Ply- 
moDth, was educated at Christ 
Charch, Oxford, and was some- 
^inie chaplain to Evl Ferrers. 
Besides several sermons, and mis- 
cellaneous poems, this gentleman 
bag pQblis))ed one dramatic piece, 
viz. 

Virginia. Tr. 8vo. 1800. 

B1RCH4 8amuei., is the son of 
Mr. Lucas Birch, and was bom 
in London, November 8, 1757« 
He recisiv^ his education at the 
academy of Mr. Crawford, at 
Newington, Surrjr, When he re- 
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turned home, he was apprenticed 
to his father ; who, it need scarce- 
ly be added, had for a series of 
years conducted the business of a 
pastr}'-cook, in Comhill, in a 
manner that rendered his esta- 
blishment the first, in that line, 
in the city of London. 

During thii time it was that the 
sQbject of this memoir, feeling 
that strong impulse which is ever 
the concomitant of genius, devoted 
all the leisure hours which a se- 
dulous attention to his occupation 
would allow, to the cultivation of 
his mental powers, and the im* 
provement of literary acquire- 
ments; and, as it has since ap- 
peared, with considerable succesf. 

In the year 1778> Mr. Birch 
married the daughter of the late 
Dr. John Fordyce -, a union pro* 
ductive of much happiness and a 
numerous family; consisting, as 
we have been informed, of thirteen 
children. 

At this period, it will be re- 
membered, th^t many societiesy 
upon the plan of that at the Robin 
Hood, which had declined, were 
iastituted in the metropolis ; and 
although some, from the want of 
proper regulation, were censured, 
others were highly respectable; 
and as we know that several who 
have greatly distinguished them- 
selves in the senate, and at the bar, 
were either members or visitoi^s, 
we may say useful. At one of tliese 
forums, held in the large rooms 
formerly belonging to the King's 
Arms Tavern, Cornhill, Mr. Birch, 
in the winter of 177^, made his 
first essay in public elocution. 
The applause that he met with 
encouraged him to continue this 
practice, the most Useful of any 
to which a man, whose situation 
calls for public exertions, caa 9,%^ 
tach hipaself. 
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. In 1781 > he was elected one of yerston of the human mind^ and 

the common-couDcil> and in the such U the influence of times and 

year lysg appointed deputy, of seasons, that this proposal was 

the ward of Cornhill 3 in which then negatived in a manner so de- 

important situation he had scarcely cisive, that the proposer stood 

taken his seat, before he had oc- alone in the minority ; though 

casion to exert those abilities to with him, certainly, rests the ho- 

which we have alluded. In bis nour of having first brought it 

maiden speech, which breathed forward; 

those genuine effusions of loyalty On the subsequent adoption of 

that have so strongly and so uni- this wise and salutary measure, 

formly marked his character from the ward of Cornhill, on the sug- 

bis entrance into public life, he gestion of Mr. Birch, was the first 

counteracted the machinations, and to cany it into effect. At this 

crushed the pretensions, of the time he was a lieutenant. As 

parti zans of the Yorkshire dele- their force increased, he became 

gates, who, with a modesty con- major ; and, upon the final mili- 

sonant to their character, wished tary establishment, he had the ho« 

to sit in, and appropriate the nour to be appdnted to the situa- 

Guildhall of London to purposes tion of lieutenant-colonel com- 

inimical to the constitution and niandant of the fir$t regiment of 

government. Loyal .London Volunteers. 

The line of political conduct In May I8O7, Mr. Birch was 
which Mr. Birch pursued had led elected alderman of his ward, m 
him to stand forward as a steady the room of Alderman Hankey. 
and strenuous supporter of Mr. Animated in the cause of lite- 
Pitt's administration. Of his zeal- rature, combined with benevo- 
ous attachment to the principles lence, .the poetical efiusions of 
of the premier he gave instances Mr. Birch, and his mode of .r^- 
in the years J 784, 1786, and 1 787 ; citing them, have frequently called 
but the most distinguished of his forth the applause of the members 
efforts as a public speaker was and visitors at the annual meetings 
directed in opposition to the repeal pf The Literary Fundj and 
of the Corporation and Test Acts have, in their more general effects 
in the year 1789. upon the public, been attended 

When, in consequence of the with considerable advantage to that 

French revolution, or rather revo- highly estiinable institution, 
lutions (for every day teemed with His other poetical pieces are 

new horrors), this country was chiefly in private circulation. Of 

menaced with invasion, Mr. Birch, those which have appeared in 

in the Corporation, proposed the print, his Abbey of Amhresbunfy. 

measure of arming and training in two parts, published in two 

the inhabitants as Volunteers; succeeding years, is possessed of 

which has since been reduced to a great merit, 
system, generally approved andap- He likewise, very early in life, 

plauded, and indeed universally published Consilia\ or. Thoughts 

confessed to have been,- under on severcU Subjects ; tending to iia* 

^Frovidence> the salvation of the prove the morals, and direct the 

country. Yet, such is the per- attention of youth to proper pur- 
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suits. This work met with great 
applause, and passed very soon, 
through two editions. ^ 

As a dramatist, Mr. Alderman 
Birch is to be recorded as au- 
thor of the following piece^: 

1 . The Mariners. M. E. 1793^ 
N. P. 

2. The Packet Boat. M. 1794. 
N. P. 

3. The Adopted Child. M. D. 
8vo. 1795. 

4. The Smugglers. M. D, 8vo. 

1796. 

5. Fast Asleep. M. E. I797. 

N.P. . 

6. Alhert and Adelaide. Rom. 
1/98. N. P. 

BiRKEL, Andrew. Of thia 
writer w^ know no more than that 
bis name appears to a play called 

Renry and Almeria. T. 8vo. 
1802. 

Bishop, Samuel, was of a re- 
•pectable family in Dorsetshire, 
bat was born in St. John's Street, 
Lopdon, Sept. 21, 1731. He was 
(rfucated at Merchant Taylors* 
School, to which he was admitted 
June 6, 1743. On the 11th of 
June 1750, he was elected to St. 
John's College, Oxford, and ad- 
mitted a fellow in June 1753. In 
17M he took the degree of £. A.^ 
and in 1758 that of M. A. In 
th« latter year he was elected un- 
der master of Merchant Taylors* 
School -J and in January 1783 suc^ 
ceeded to the head mastership, in 
which station he continued unt'd 
his death, Nov. 17, I795. At 
one period of his life he employed 
himself in writing a tragedy for 
the stage, on some subject of 
Bnglish history ; but relinquished 
the design before he had made 
much progress in it. He also as- 
sisted Woodward in a piece called 
The Seaso7is ; and was the author 
of ' 
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179^. 

Bladbn, Martin. This gen* 
tlenaan was of Abrey Hatch,, in 
the county of Essex, and formerly 
an officer in the army, bearing tlui 
commission of a lieutenant-cc?one^ 
|n Queen Anne*s reign^ under the 
great Duke of Marlborough, t^ 
whom heydedicated a translation 
of CeMafsuommehtaries, which ia 
to this day a book held in very 
good estimation. In 1714, he waa 
madeeomptroller of the Mint, and, 
in 1717> one of the lords commis* 
sioners of trade and plantations* 
In the same year he was appointed 
envoy extraordinary to the court 
of Spain, in the room of ■ 

Brett, Esq. but declined it, choosing 
rather to keep the post he already 
had, which was worth a thousand 
pounds per annum, and which he 
never parted with till his death,; 
which was on the 14th of February 
1745. He was in the 5th, 6thy 
and 7th parliaments of Great Bri- 
tain member for Stockbridge, ia 
the 8th for Maiden, and the 9th. 
for Portsmouth. Coxeter hints that 
he was secretary of state in Ireland ; • 
but in this he seems not absolutely 
certain, making a query in regard 
to the time when, which however 
must, if at all, have been in Queen* 
Anne*s reign ; for, from the third 
year of George I. to the time cf 
his death, he held his. place at the. 
board of trade, and, we believe, was 
not out of England. 

He wrote . two dramatic pieon, 
both of which (for the pne is oufy 
SL masque introduced in the thtrid 
act of the other) wcrre prilled in: 
4to. in the year 170^) withoetthe' 
author's consent. Their namea 
are, < t 

X. Orpheus and Eurydice* M. ' 

2. Sohn. T.Cr 

BcAMCHj Jouvf. This getitie*^ 
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msti, who appears to have lived 
tiear Gloucester, and is said in the 
title-page of his first performance 
to have been a clothier, was the au* 
thor of three very contemptible 
pieced, none of which were ever 
< acted. They are entitled, 

1. The Beau Merchant. Com. 
4to. i;i4. 

2. Swords into Anchors, Com. 
4to. 1725. 

3. Hoops into Spinmng'Wheels. 
T. C. 4to. 1725. 

By his own account, in his de- 
dication to the second-mentioned 
piece, he must have been bom 
about l650; as he then, in 1725, 
declares himself to be seventy-five 
years of age. In the third parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, which met 
in 1710, John Blanch, Esq. was 
returned as member for the city of 
Gloucester, but we do not know 
that he was the same person. 

Bland, John. Of this author 
we have no further account than 
^hsLt appears in the drama here- 
after mentioned. He is there 
styled Gentleman, and then lived 
in Portpool Lane, Gray's Inn Lane, 
where he professed to instruct any 
gentleman in the art of punctua- 
tion by the accent points in the 
Hebrew code. He died, at his 
house in Deptford, about Novem- 
ber I76S, having published what 
can hardly be called a dramatic 
piece, entitled 

ne Song of Solomon, A Dra- 
xna, in seven scenes. 8vo. ] 750. 

Boaden, Jambs. This gentle- 
man is a native of Whitehaven, 
where he was bom May 23, 1762, 
His ^her, Mr. William Boaden, 
was many years in the Russia 
trade. Cfur author was brought 
to London at an early age, and, 
being intended for the mercantile 
profession, was placed in the 
cpUBtiog-hoose of the late Alder- 
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man Perchard. Mr. Boaden was 
at one tinie a very active and able 
contributor to (we rather believe, 
editor of) the morning newspaper 
. called The Oracle -, in which, we 
think, he was the first person 
who, in 1795, attacked the MSS. 
that were attempted to be ob- 
truded on the public as Shak- 
speare's. His observations on this 
subject were digested and pub- 
lished in a pamphlet, A Letter to 
George Steevens, Esq, 8vo. 1796. 
His dramatic productions are as 
follow: 

1. Osmyn and Daraxa, Mus. 
Rom. Songs only, 8vo. 1793. 

2. Fontainville Forest. P. 8vo. 
1794. 

3. Secret TVilunal. P. 8vo. 
1795. 

4. Italian Monk, P. 8vo. I7p7. 

5. CamhrO' Britons, Hist. P. 
8vo. 1798. 

6. Aurelh and Miranda, Dr. 
8vo. 1799- 

7. The Voice of Nature, P. 8va 
1803. 

8. Maid of Bristol, P. 8vo. 
1803. 

BoDENS, Charles. This gen- 
tleman had a commission in the 
foot-guards ; besides which h6 had 
the honour of being for many years 
one of the gentlemen ushers to his 
late Majesty. He was a man of 
a gay turn and lively disposition, 
which he indulged by the com- 
posing one piece for the stage, 
which was far from being totally 
devoid of merit, and yet did not 
meet with any very extraordinary 
success. It was entitled 

The MoSsh Couple. C. 8vo. 
1732. 

This play lias been since cut 
down into a farce, and was acted in 
the year 176O, for Mr, Yates's bci 
n^t, by die title of 

Marriage p.4a-:Mode, 
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It has not^ however^ made ity 
appearance in print under the lat- 
ter form. 

B01SST4 MiCHABL. A French* 
man, who> in the title-page of his 
translation, styles himself a bar- 
rister at law in Paris, and teacher 
of the modem languages at the 
academj of Heath, in Yorkshire. 
He published 

The Miser of Moliere. 12mo. 
1752. 

Bond, William. A gentle- 
man, we believe, of the county of 
SuffolL He appears to have been 
a person of very little genius ^ 
though it is probable that his whole 
sabsistence was, at least in the latter 
part of his life, derived from his 
writings. Among other perform- 
ances he translated Buchanan's 
History ; and was jointly concern- 
ed with Aaron Hill in writing 
The Plidn Dealer, a series of pa- 
perBi afterwards collected in two 
volumes, 8vo. From that muni- 
£ceQt friend, he was compliment- 
ed with bis tragedy of Zara ; 
which, after being offered to the 
JBaoagers of both theatres, and 
dday^ for two years, was obliged 
to be acted at the Great Room in 
York Buildings. The profits of 
the performance were intended 
for the benefit of Mr. Bond, who 
himself represented Lusignan; but 
he played only one night; for, be- 
ing in a weak condition, he faint- 
ed on the stage, was carried home 
in his chair, and died next morn- 
ing. This happened in 1735, the 
year before Zara was originally 
performed at Drury Lane. 

Mr. Bond produced a play writ- 
ten by a gentleman dec^sed, but 
^ised and altered by himself^ 
called 

The Tuscan Treaty 5 or, Tarqmn*$ 
Overthrow. T. Svo. 1733. 



BoNKOft, CBARLSf, w» the 
son of an eminent distiller in Bris- 
tol, and intended for a coach* 
maker; but, impatient of restraint^ 
he prematurely burst the bond 
which was intended to hold him ia 
a seven years course of trainbg 
for that business ; and in the year 
1777 made his first appearance on 
the stage at Bath, in the character 
of Belcour. His reception was 
highly flattering; and his subse- 
quent performances of Banger^ 
Charles Surfiice, Benedict, and the 
whole range of the elegant spright- 
ly cast of genteel comedy, con- 
firmed his claims to the pardality^ 
which he continued to experience 
there, till the year 1783^ when he 
became the successor to Mr. Lee-> 
Lewes, at Covent Garden theatre. 
His first appearance there, Sept. 
19 of that year, was marked b/ 
the novelty of his writing and 
speaking an occasional Address, to 
introduce himself in the character 
of Captain Brazen ; and two la- 
dies — Miss Scrace, from Bath, who 
performed Sylvia ; and Mrs. Chal- 
mers, firom Norwich, who acted 
the part of Bose. Mr. Bonnor 
was well received, and maintained 
in the metropolis the professional 
reputation that he had acquired at 
Bath. Mr. Palmer, the proprietor 
of that theatre, had not overlook- 
ed in Mr. Bonnor the possession of 
talents which qualified him for the 
more important ptu^uits of life; 
and he availed himself of his as- 
sistance in the earlier arrangements 
and experiments of the Mail-coach 
plan, which eventually terminated 
Mr. Bonnor's theatrical career, by 
his being appointed deputy comp- 
troller-general of the Post Office. 
The appointment of comptrol- 
ler-general ceased on Mr. Pal- 
mer's removal from the Post Qffict 
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rtk the jnear 1795 j when a new lo induce Mr. Bonnor actualfy to 
arrangement took place, and Mr. engage that superb theatre, which 
Bonnor succeeded, at his own re- constitutes one of the grand divi- 
igaest, to the comptroUership of sions of the palace of die Thuil^ 
the inland department, which he leries. It was at that time seldom 
held two years. The mail-coach used, and reserved chiefly for con- 
plan, and all the corresponding certs and select occasions. Every 
internal arrangements, beipg then thing being arranged, he was 
completed,the comptroller's office, about to return to London > when 
with many others, were abolished 3 • his departure was retarded some 
and he retired with a handsome days, for the purpose of his being 
provision for life, as a recompense presented by the Count d*Artois 
tor his past services. to the Queen, to receive Her Ma- 
in the year 1784 Mr. Bonnor jesty*s personal assurances of the 
was selected by Mr. Harris, the protection and countenance which 
proprietor of Covent Garden the- she meant to bestow upon the un- 
atre, as the fittest person to ne- dertaking. On the day appointed, 
gotiate and arrange a project, he repaired to Versailles for that 
which has an indisputable claim purpose 3 where, however, instead 
to a place in the page of theatric of the flattering assurances which 
history. It had been represented he calculated upon receiving, he 
to Mr, Harris, by a friend of his, was abruptly given to uuderstand, 
who resided at Paris, and had fre- but in terms of extreme ambiguity, 
quent access to the royal family and unquestionable riegret, that 
during their hours of privacy at some unforeseen occasion rendered 
Versailles, that the establishing an the further prosecution cf the de- 
English" theatre at Paris had been , sign altogether impracticable a^ 
the frequent subject of conversa- that period 5 and, without any pos* 
tion among the higher orders 3 and, sible ground of conjecture as t9 
through the Count *vd'Art6is, had the cause of the sudden changCj^ 
obtained, the approbation of the the object was necessarily aban- 
Queen. To ascertain these facts, doned. It afterwards turned out 
and the practicability of such a to be occasioned by the first dis- 
plan, Mr. Bonnor, the appointed covery, at that precise time, of 
ambassador and destined manager the deep root which the com- 
bf the scheme, was dispatched to mencement of the Revolution had 
Paris with full powers to nego- even then unsuspectedly taken* 
date. which did not break out till five 

Previous to his departure, he years after, 

disclosed the intention toMr.Kem*- On his return from this extuf- 

ble, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Henderson, sion, Mr. Bonnor presented to the 

JMiss Young, Miss Farren, and public, at Covent Garden theatre* 

other principal performers of Pru- his translation of a dramatic trifle* 

ry Lane and Covent Garden thea- which he called, 

tres, who readily engaged to be of 1. The Manager an Actor tn 

the paity^ in case the plaq should spite of Himself, Int. 1784. N.P, 

be resolved on. Aft^r a residence In a suhsequent visit which he 

of several weeks in Paris, the pre- made to Paris, in the year I7dO> he 

liminaiies were S9 far settled^ as collected materials iot a very xxkr 
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teresting pantomime, which ap- added to the sprightliness of his 
peared at Covent Garden tlie same parts in general, strongly recom- 
year, entitled, mended him to the noljce of his 

2. Tlie Picture of Paris, 1790. master. Dr. Busby, who having 
N. P. himself, when young, obtained 

Besides an infinite variety of great applause in the performance 
incidents and characters, altogether of a part in The Royal Slave, a play 
new to an English audience, it written by William Cartwright, 
gave faithful representations of the had evej* after held theatrical ac- 
grand federation ceremony in the complishmehts in the highest esti- 
Champ de Mars, on the 14th of mation. 

July 1790, when Louis the XVIth In consequence of this extraor- 
Bwore fidelity to the new and dinary talent, when, according to 
ihort-lived constitution. the custom of the school, a Latia 

Booth, Barton. Tliis gen- play was to be performed, Mr; 
tleman, who was an author, and Booth was fixed upon for the act- 
also a very eminent actor, was iug the capital part. The play 
descended from an ancient and happened to be the Andria, and 
honourable family, which origin- the part assigned to him that of 
ally had a settlement in the county Pamphilus, the young Bevil of 
palatine of Lancaster. He was the Terence; in which the musical 
third son of John Booth, Esq. who sweetness of his voice, his elegance 
was nearly related to the Earl of of deportment, and gracefulness of 
Warrington, and who, though his action, drew the universal applause 
fortune was not very considerable, of all the spectators ^ and' he has 
was extremely attentive to the edu- himself confessed, that this circum- 
cation of his children. In con- stance was what first fired his 
sequence of tliis parental care, he young breast with theatrical am- 
put the subject of our present ob- bition. His father intendefd him 
servations, as soon as he arrived at for the pulpit ; but his mind and 
the age of nine years, to West- inclinations were now so fixed on 
minster School, where he was first the stage, that, when he had ar- 
under the tuition of the famous rived at the age of seventeen, and 
Dr. Busby, and afterwards under the time approached when he must 
that of his successor, the no less fa- have been taken from school in 
mous Dr. Knipe. Here he showed order to be sent to the university, 
a strong passion for learning in ge- he determined to run any risque 
neral, and more particularly for an rather than enter on a course of 
acquaintance with the Latin poets, life so unsuitable to the natural 
the finest passages in whose works vivacity of bis disposition ; and, 
he used with great pains to im- therefore, becoming acquainted 
print in hi$ memory J and had be- with Mr. Ashbury, manager of 
sides such a peculiar propriety and the Dublin theatre, who was tberi 
judicious emphasis in the repeti- in London, probably on the re- 
tion of them, assisted by so fine a cruiting scheme, and was very 
tone of voice, and adorned with g^ad to receive a youth of such 
«och a natural gracefulness of ac- promising expectations and grow- 
tioD, as drew on him the admira- ing genius, he immediately quitted 
;£ion pf the srhgle school^ and^ all other views, engaged himself 
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to Mr. Ashbuty^ stole away from at the same time the Tories, who 

school^ and went over to Ireland had too much sense to appear to 

with that gentleman in June * consider it as a reflection on their 

169s. administration, were still mor« ve- 

His first appearance on the stage hement in their approbation of it, 

was in the part of Oroonoko, in which they carried to such an 

which he came ojQF with every testi- height^ as even to make a collec- 

monial of approbation from the tion of fifty guineas in the boxes 

audience. From this time he con- during the time of the 4)erform- 

tinued daily improving, and, aflei: ance, and present them to Mr. 

tv^o successful campaigns in that Booth, with this compliment. That 

kingdom, conceived thoughts of it was a slight acknowledgment 

. returning to his native country, for his honest opposition to a perpe^ 

and making a trial of his abilities tual dictator, and his dying so dravefy 

on the English stage. To this end in the cause of Uherty ; besides 

he first by letters reconciled him- which he had another present of 

self to his friends ', and then> as a an equal sum from the managers, in 

further step towards insuring his consideration of the great success 

success, obtained a recommenda- of the play, which they attributed 

tion from Lord Fitzharding (one in good measure to his extraordi- 

. of the Lords of the Bedchamber to nary merit in the performance. 
Prince George of Denmark) to But these were not the only ad- 
Mr. Betterton, who^ with great vantages which were to accrue to 
candour and goodnature, took him Mr. Booth from his success in this 
under his care, and gave him all part ; for Lord Bolingbroke, then 
the assistance in his power. one of the principal Secretaries of 
The first part Mr. Booth ap- State, in a little time after pro- 
peared in at London, which was cured a special license from Queen 
in 1701, was that of Maximus, in Anne, recalling all the former 
Lord Bochester*8 f^alentinian, his ones, and nominating Mr. Booth 
reception in which exceeded even as joint manager with Wilks, Cib- 
liis most sanguine expectations ; ber, and Dogget j none of whom 
dnd very soon after his performance were pleased at itf but the last, 
of Artaban, in Rowe*s Jtmbitious more especially, took such disgust. 
Stepmother, which was a new tra- as to withdraw himself from any 
gedy, established his reputation as further share in the management, 
second at least to his great instruc- In 1704, Mr. Booth had mar- 
totf Pj'rrhus, in The Distressed ried a daughter of Sir William 
Mother, was another part in which Barkham, of Norfolk, Bart, who 
lie shone without a rival. But he died; in 1710, without issue. Af- 
was indebted to a happy coinci- ter her death, he engaged in an 
dence of merit and chance for that amour with Mrs. Mountford, who 
lieight of fame which he at*length readily put her whole fortune, 
sittained, in the character of Cato, which was considerable, being not 
as drawn by Mr. Addison, In 1712. less than 8000/. into his hands. 
For this play being considered as This, however, he Very honourably 
a party one, the Whigs, in favour returned to her, when, on the dis* 

of whose principles it was appa^ eovery of her intimacy with an- 

4^ntly writtet), thought it their other getitleman, he thought pro* 

duty strongly to support it} while pet to break off his connexion 



49 



B O O 

with her. She bad» however^ great 
Ttutm to repent of her infidelity to 
ium; for her new lover not only 
[' embezzled and made away with all 
lier money, but even treated her 
in other respects extremely ill, and 
was guilty of meannesses greatly 
inconsistent with the title of a 
gentleman. 

Being now established io the 
management, be once more turned 
his thoughts towards matrimony, 
and, in the year 1719, united him- 
self to the celebrated Miss Hester 
Santlow, a woman of a most ami- 
able disposition, whose great merit 
as an actress> added to the^most 
prudential economy, had enabled 
her to accumulate a considerable 
fortune, which was by no means 
unacceptable to Mr. Booth, who, 
though a roan that had the strict- 
est regard to justice and punctua- 
lity in his dealings with every one, 
yet was not much inclined to the 
saving of money. 

With this valuable companion, 
he continued in the most perfect 
ftite of domestic happiness till the 
)rear 1727, when he was^ atucked 
hj a vicAent fever, which lasted 
iortj-^six days, without inter- 
mission 1 and although, through 
the care and kkiU of those gre«t 
pb/Mcians, Dr. Frcind and Dr. 
Broxholm, by whom he was at- 
tended, begot the better of the 
present disorder, yet from that 
time to the day of hb death, 
which was not till six years after, 
his health was never perfectly re« 
eitablished. Nor did he ever, 
during that interval, appear on the 
stage, excepting in the run of a 
play, called The Double Falsehood, 
bro\ight on the theatre by Mr. 
Tbe^ald, in 1729, and asserted, 
hit unjustly, to bcr written by 
Shakspeare. In ibii piece, he was 
pitrailed on to accept a part on 



BOO 



the fifth night of its performancei 
which he continued to act till the 
twelfth, which was the last time of 
his theatrical appearance, although 
he did not die till the 10th of May 
1733, when, having been attacked 
by a complication of disorders, he 
paid the last debt to nature, leav- 
ing behind him no issue, but only 
a disconsolate widow, who imme- 
diately quitted the stage, devoting 
herself entirely to a private life, 
and who survived him till the l^ti^ 
of January 1773. A copy of hi3 
will may be seen in The London 
Magazine for 1733, p. 126, la 
which he strongly testifies his 
esteem for this amiable woman^ 
and assigns his reasons for be* 
queathing her the whole of hi^ 
fortune, which he atknowledges 
not to be more than two thirds of 
what he received from her on th« 
day of marriage. 

His character as a writer hai 
not been established by any works 
of great importance^ yet he was 
undoubtedly a man of considerable 
Erudition, of good classical. know* 
ledge; and thpugh what be bzi 
written arc; trivial in point of bulK 
and extent, yet they are far from 
being so in point <« merit. VL^ 
baa left behind him only one d|ia^ 
matic piece, which, though sue* 
oetsftd, was his only attempt iu 
that way. It is entitled. 

The Death 0/ XHdo. Masque. 
8vo. 1716. 

With respect^ to his abilities al 
an actor, there is surely ho great 
occasion to expatiate on them, aa 
they have never yet been called in 
question; the applause of the pub* 
lie bore witness to them in his life« 
time; the coounendations of his 
contemporaries have handed them 
down to posterity. Hb excellence 
lay wholly in tragedy, not beinrf 
able to endure such parts as had 
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»6t $tr6!^g passion to inspire bim. miles in three hoars at ftrthtitf 
Atid even in this walk, dignity ra- and brought bim b^k ag^io msLt 
ther th£in complacency^ rage rather night, time enough for the busi- 
tbdn tenderness, seemed to be his ness of the theatre, 
taste. For a more particular idea of Booth^ Mts* an actress d 
bim, however^ we shall recommend Covent Garden Theatre, is said to 
to Qilr readers the description Mr. have been the alterer of the fol* 
Cibber has given of him in his lowing: 

Jlpohgy, and the admirable cha- ^he Little French Latvyer, G. 
racter drawn of him by that excel- 1778. N. P. 
fent judge in dramatip perfection, Boothby, Frances. Thisgen^ 
Aaron Hill. Esq. in a paper pub- tiewoman lived in the reign of 
Kshed by him, called T%tf/^rom/>#fr, King Charles II. and was related 
which, though too long for our in- to Lady Yate, of Hairvingtofl, in 
serting in this place, may be seen Worcestershire^ as it appears f^om 
^t length in Theoph.Cibber*s Liws some passages in the dedication d 
6f the Poets -, and in ChetWood's a dramatic piece, which she has 
History of the Stage. His character addressed to that lady, and which 
is a man was adorned with many was performed with some success 
imiable qualities, among Which a at the Theatre Royal. The title 
^rfectgoodifcss of heart, the basis of it is, 
of eviery virtue, was remarkably ,Marc€tia. T. C. 4to. 167O. 
conspicuous. He was a gay, lively, Boothbt, Sir BttooK.E> Baft, 
cheerful companion, yet humble of Ashbourne Hall, Derbyshire, 
and diffident of his owa abilities, and Croperdy, near Banbury, Ox- 
by which means he acquired the fordshire, is author of ' 
love and esteem of every one 3 and Britannicus. T. 8vo. 1803. 
' 60 particularly was he distinguished The name and family of Booth* 
^ and caressed, and his company by is as ancient, in this nation, tf 
I fobght by the great, that, as Chet- the reign of Egbert. The present 
V^ao^ relates of him, although he Baronet succeeded to the title by 
kept no equipage of his own, not the death of his father. Sir Brooke, 
bne nobleman in the kingdom had in 178$. He married a Miss 
so many sets of horses at command Bristowe, of Wiltshire ; by whom 
^ he had. For at the time that he had a datighter, Penelope, born 
the patentees, jealous of his merit, April 1 1, 1785 5 and whose death, 
and apprehensive of his influence IVlardi 13, 1791, he memorized, 
with the ministry, in ordet to pre- in twenty-four sonnets, and two 
vent his application to his v friends elegies, called iSbrrou^;.* sacred to 
at court, wnich was then kept at the Memory of Penelope* Pdio. 
Windsor, took care to giyo him 1796. 

constant employment in London, BouLton, Thomas. Tilts gea^ 
by .giving out every night such tleman was probably of Llreifool, 
})lays as he had principal parts in y where hts dramatic piece was pob* 
yet even this policy could not' avail lished. It is c^ed 
them, as there was punctually The Sailor* s Farewdt^ or, fk 
every night the chariot and six df Guinea Outfit, C. 12mo. iy§^, 
some nobleman or other waiting BouRCHiait, JoHN,L6iii>Bii^ 
for him at the condusibn of the kbrs, grandscm and heir of aLorA 
play, which carried him the twenty of the same, tam^ wlio was <^ 
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scended fmm Thomas of Wood-* r^l ef fistitious oain^* Itltfaq4l* 

•tflcl^ Duke of GlQviQe9ter> 304 bQwc?verj before two plays,, vif. 

had been knight of the g^rter^ 1. Th0 Sqm€ Imrlps^^i <?r# 

srod CQQ9^ble of Windsor Castle, The Shorpm mhwUUid, Q. ^<^ 

fioder Edward tb$ Foutth, «od vras U^i 

first known l^' qyejliog an insur- 2. T^f Dk9$pm^9i Cq^S(^^« 

ripetiou ill Cornwall ?pd Devon- C. 8vo. .1765. 

shire, under the conduct of Michael BouiiifK, filVli^^. Tbilg^n- 

Jpseph> a blacksmith, in 1495, tleman was of the Middle Teq^^a 

wl)i^ xecomn^nded him to the and bds ief^: behUid l^i^i Q#i pliy, 

favour of IJenry the Seventh. He ^titled, 

was captain of the pipneers at the 7%f? Contented G^holi* C. 4^», 

siege of Thcroiienne, -inder Henry l(^%, 

the Eiglnh,' by .whom he was JtJQwgs,MAiiyIS;.EAi^oa,Cov«-. 

mi^ Chanceljpr of the Exchequer t^ss qw STR47iii|$p|(B, was daugh-i 

iof. life, lieutenant of Calais and ter and sole heiress of G<3prgf| 

the Marches, appointed to cpn^ fipwes, Esq. pf <Gih§id^, in |the 

i[i?ct the Lady Mary, the King'^ county of Du|:ba«©, ap4 quarried* 

sister, into France, on her marriage iP^b. I4f I767, johp, uipth Earl 

vith Lewis the Twelfth, and wiib pf Si^athppwe, wbp tppk tbft ffWQ^ 

whom (Henry the Eighth) be had pf Bowes, pursu^pt tp an.^p^ pf 

th^rare fe;licky of continuing in P^di»»>?nt, jn thp saJ3W yoar, ani 

favour eighteen years. He died had issue five children, thre^spipf 

ia 143^, leaving his gpwn of and tvro' da|:^ht^^• Thp J^arl 

imaric-iawny ftifffd with jennets dyti>g in 177^6, rf^ mgrH^ /an. 

<ohi8Hiat!irialsp»Hu«npbr«yBpurr J$; J777> Andripw :Qio)»in9Pi^ 

cbi^ I • and certein kgacie? to Stoney, E^q. whp ^sp; tpc^c Ife* 

|«^otberUl^gitiipates0ns,J|«ving nwaae of Bpwes, snd bad .isj*IP # 

had onjy two daiigblters by >hiis dangbt^r, ^n Npy. i777*. ?n5l* 

wife Gaiiiariue, daughter of John «pn. boiji March 8, 17^1- Aft^ a 

Puke of Norfolk ; from) P^e of long series of dom^ti)^ un£\gppi- 

which ladies was descended tixe ness, a separation (oo^ pl3^!^Pl^ 

fate I^ady Barfl^D^ss Berners, wbojsie afi^r which he att^pipt^d tci, tarry 

nght to t^ tide, which had lopg her off from her lodgings, Ip'jt^- 

lain in pbiicurity, was pli^rly n»ad^ ford Str^t/ Nov. ICr,; \J%Qy}S}it 

09>t and r^ecoK^red by t^ late she regained b^r liberty) aPDrifci^ 

Peter JL«e Nieve^ Esq- Nprrp^. The narrative of wbicb n^ay be SP^ in 

title of Berners, however, bf«»me The Gentlmm'l Mctgfizm^f W- 

extinct in 1773. 4079. Mr. JBowes was ^W^ 

%ord Bera^r*, by tbe pprowAnd liend«5d, and a suit jCogawWicDd 

of KingJHe^ry, traneJ^l^d ^* Frois- agai^^at iiino ; mi M^rcji 3, ^7^ 

^'mrf;f Cir^iicle,*' wbiph was ,L3dy ^« -was restored IP b?r prp- 

iP?«tjBdinlj5W,byBwh|if.dPin/spn .perty, and divprced ftpip /tb^ n«r 

^ He wj?o^ and ir^t»H^ .Qpany fortupa|» cpnnjaitipn. Mr.ftpw^* 

<Hbpr wforks, #n4r#m>9g ibe 1^ fe^ii^g wnrt>lp to p»y the i^opts ia- 

ii(ap^be.|intfepr pf^Qftf4)lay, q^^ pniT^d fcy fthe jwM in Hhfi Spiritual 

Jlei9 /^a«f. C. JN.P. Coiirtj was ordered, in 17QQ, to 

-H^ di^ j^ Cahjisy ag?d ^. . lEgoigin: jn.'Uie Jting*^ iBen^h a^l 

$pv#^^oi«, BikftTH oiMi^iiwr. >b^ w^re paid, jM[^d there he cjwg- 

*2 
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IMy 8. died at Cbriftchorch> 
Hatit8> April 28, 1800> and her 
corpse ^88 interred in Westminster 
Abbey, in a superb bridal dress. 
Her Ladyship claims a place in 
this work on account of the follow- 
ingdramatic piece : ^ 

iktSitge of Jerusalem, T. 8vo. 

Jhfm, 8ai^usl. This author 
was originally an engraver, and 
afterwards had a place in the 
South Sea House^ He died 2]6t 
Mardi 1775} having published se- 
veral poems; and one drama, en- 
titled. 

The Rover i or. Happiness at 
last. p. P. 4t6. 17^2. 

BoTcs, Thomas, M. A. Thla 
gentteman, rector of Worlingham, 
in Su&lk, asd chaplain to the 
Sari of Suflblk, is the autlM>r ^ 
isnej^, uXkfi 

ImM. "Irag. 4to. t^S^* 

Boyd, B^icaBiTB. Who this 
tady wat we know not^ but find 
ll^ to have^^been a devotee to the 
Muiea, fkicmr ft dramatic piece pub- 
lished t^ndfrher nanwt entitled, 

DmSanehi^^y or, TAa Simkni't 
WIdm. B. Oi- 
to which ta added 

Minetva^^ Triumph, M. 8vo. 

^739. 
B0YID, Htirat, A. M. Thh 

gentletnan, wh)» Jp: a iiatiwe of 

Ireland, vicar pf Diuiagtilh, and 

chaphiin to the l^c^ Viscount 

Charleville, has fmllilis'hed a trans- 

kitiipii of the Inftrno of Dante; 

stndzhoTiiik Penance of Hugo: a 

Viiions in the mai^ner of Dante $ 

itt four caintos. Written on the 

eecatipb of the d^ath of Nicola 

HuflK) deBasserville, envoy from 

the French republic at Rome, 14th 

January 1793* Translated from 

the original Italian of Vincenaio 

Monti, into ^Sngli^h verse. With 

two additimiai csinlos^ andan imi- 



BOY 

tation of 6ray*8 Descent of Odhr, 
Mr. Boyd is also author of the . 
following dramas : 

1. The Helots. Tr. 8vo. 1799- 

2. The Temple tf FesSa. Dn 
Poem. 8V0.1793. 

3. The Bwals. Sac. Dr. 8vo. 
1793. 

4. The Royal Message. Dr. P. 
8vo. 1793. Dublin, printed in one 
volume. 

BoYca, Abel, was bom the 
13th of June 1(567, at the city of 
Castres, in the Upper Languedoc. 
He was descended from a sood fa- 
mily; his great-grandfather and 
grandfather were masters of the 
riding-school at Nismes; his fa- 
ther was president of the supreme 
ct>urt at Castres ; and his mother 
was Catherine, the daughter of 
Monsieur Can^omerius, a very 
famous physician. 

Mr. Buyer got his first rudiments 
Of learning from his uncle Camp* 
domerius, his mother's brother, a 
noted div|ne and prefcher among 
the Hugonots, and then went to 
the Protestant school at Podio- 
lauris, where he gave proofs pf his 
diligence and desire of learning, as 
also of a good genius $ but he par- 
ticttlafly made such quick progress 
ia the Latin and Greek, as easily 
to outstrip all hig school-fellows. 

In the year 1685, when the per- 
secution prevailed against the Pro- 
te&tants in France, he followed his 
uncle Campdomerius, by sea^ to 
Hdland; where, pressed by want, 
he first entered the military service 
in the year 1687 ', but soon, by th^ 
advice of his relations, returned 
to his studifit^i and went to the uni« 
versity of FnibaqQer, in Friesland, 
where he had the advantage of the 
most famous professors, viz. Van 
Roeb, in phUosopby ; Vender 
Wagen, in divinity ; Perizonius, 
in philology and hitto^i etpi 
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Abeofields* in Hebrew: here he and 4edicated to *tlie Diike «f 

emplqjnedhlttiiDewiiollyitistttdjr, Gloucester, at three yeans old; 

and made oonsidenible improve- thoagh aiore to the author's bo* 

ment in geometry, and in other nour than profit. Having spent 

parts of the mathemati^r the prime of his life in the Bathoiil 

When King James the Second &mily, he missed of hia expected 

((bdicated hts crown. King Wil« advancement, occasioned, as he 

liam and Qiie»en Mary were adr thought, principaUy by his tidiOf 

vanced to the throne, viz. in the with a difoent party in the di- 

ye«r 1689 ; at which time the visions which reigned at that lime 

Irench Protestaiits were fed with in the nation ; Mr. Boyef-, nritk 

liopes of returning again lo their all the. rest of his countrymen who 

own country npon good terms : had fled hither §6x religion, being 

upoa which hopes, and also ha<r« more zealous for the Whig canse, 

ii^ a mind to see England before than perhaps might be thoi^t to 

Jie returned home, he came over become esulet at that time. 

Uther : but his design of return- After these otiifortnnes (that he 

iog to France being disappointed, might free himself fWim the Into- 

he£^intogieatpo¥erty; where- lerable yoke of teaching school) 

upon, to gain an honest liveli- . he applied himsdf strenuously to 

bood, he &nt of all wrote out and master the Eng^sh tongue ; and to 

prepared for the press with much that purpose day and night perused 

labour, and at a small price. Cant" the best books in that langui^, 

din*s Letters to andfrom his fiends, out of which he collected wkitT 

from the Cotton manuscripts, £x ever was* new nod worthy of ob« 

the use of Dr. Thomas Smith, servation. 

vho afterwards published them* He died on Sunday the l6th of 

and Camden*s Life with them. November 1729, in a house hn 

In the year 1692, he became had built himsdjf, in Five Fields, 

French and Latin tutor to Allen C^lsea; and was buried the 191^ 

Bathursti Esq. eldest s<mi of Sir of the same month, in Chebea 

Benjamin Batburst ; this he under- churchyard. He left behind him 

took the more ^lltngly, because a widow, and a daughter MxHit 

his pupiTs father being a man of thnee years old. 

figure, and much in favour with He wasfermanyyearsoonoemed 

t^ Ftincess Anne of Denmark in, and had the principal manage* 

(afterwards Queen of Great Bri- ment of a newspaper, caUed the 

tain), he had hopes of obtaining Post Bou, He lUcewiae poUiahed 

some preferment at court. a monthly woi^, entitled, Tke 

^With. this view, and that he Political State rf Greai Brittdn. 

might have merit with the father. He wrote a Lye of Queen Anjte, in 

he spared no pains to accomplish ibiio, which is esteemed a very 

the young gentleman, who was of good chronicle of that period of 

nn excellent and promising geHius ; the English history. Bot what haa 

and therefore, for his pu|Ml*s use, rendeml him the most known and 

Mr: Boyer composed two com- established his name, are, the very 

pendioos grammars, one Latin, comirfete Dictionary and Grammar 

the other French ; the former of of tlie French languid which he 

(Which is still in manuscript un- compiled, and which have been, 

published; the latter was printed^ and still are, esteemed the very 

S3 
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test df ^eir kind. Yeit all these tfttgedirs (d6^4?iJiAy tI>dM wi 

jl^brks would rm auth5h«« ^cit dbout the umii In ^hitb tbi 

giviDg bitn a plMe faiMP^ had h<e j)^r«d)» atfd aitdi' ds n6 i 

tiot eniistBd.hina^lf ofidftr the E^^islimftti at ilfiTse attempt 

ttaadaitl of the buskin, by Mrnt-^ be ashanM|f to c^nifess hihise 

bsg, or rattMr araoilating fiotb tiw^ author of. It ii, however, wi 

VikiQth 6f M, de Raehie, the tnt** able, that Aot«rUh«candiDg^i 

fgdily of i^%«)titfi which he {mb- difficulty that ruoat fditigner 

Uafaed aimer the title of, in the aequtring our Idugt 

. Acki^ I or, IpMgenia inAuli^^. this is not the only lAsaance ol 

T. 4to. J 7^. iiaying attained U 'ti\ great 

It m*a8 petformed without aby fecUoni ; ai^ce ire meet wltl* 

fuooeas^ bot is far from beidg a bad ther gentleman, a rOMitryit 

play. Nor CBik tb^pe per£ap) be our author, who not on J 

a stiitHiget iaitance ^f the abilities tempted, but e^^in rep^atedl] 

of its audior, Hiati success m aueh ceeded io ^amaik writing 

an attempt} sinee writing wtth any ThiR gemfetnan was Mr. Mo 

degree of cort^^tntss Or «legaoce, oi wboni we^ibaU tinake a 

even m pnoee> in a langoage which mention hereafter. And tliis 

twe were not bom to me speaking a kind of tacit proof, not c 

bf> is an excellence not t^ry fre- itlie native treauty of tbe Ian 

^neirtiy attained $ but to |>fx}ceed in' itself, and its aptness (< 

so far in the perfection of it, as to j)firposes of the t!t^ina> 

be even anfierable in poetry, and could tennpt even ibreigners 

more especialiy in tnat of the aay Its powers, but also tba 

drama, in which the diction ^mA not of so difficult a constn 

tnanni^ of expression require a ^e- jior of so wild atid ungovert: 

cnliar d^nity and f6rce, and in a natare, so hard to reduce < 

language so di£Bcult to attain the the limits of grammatical ml 

Mrfectconamandofas the English, it has been contended to be 

la what has been scarcely ev>er ac* Boyl«, WiLLUi^r, Wc 

complisbed, except in die instance mentioned as author of 

of trc gentleman of whom we are Jugurtha. P. I5'ig, N 

now speaking, and a very 'few Boyi^, Roger, Earl c 

bibeflk Indeed, witfc re^^x^ to rehy, was the )K)utiger fc 

the piece itself^ it is but justfce to of Ri^^hard, Earl of Bbrliugt 

ecknowiedge,ti»t notwithstanding Cork, and iifth son of Ri 

Ihe reatraint which ^1 translation styled the Great Earl of 

ndturalty undergoes, and the other He was tx>rn April 25, ld2 

diaadvandiiges which attended on was raised to the dignity of 

its author, the language, though BroghiU, in ItclaKd, wlier 

potperhaps so sublime or poetical, seven years old. His edC 

so polished into poetry, as that <^ was in the college of I> 

cocne of our natire writers, yet where he applied himself wi*l 

{)osse88ed so great a share of cor- diligence to his books, t 

rectneas, and is so eotinely free ^pily digested what he ga 

from any gaiJicisms, or even the Mim them, that he was ver 

least vestige of the foreigner in it, distinguished as an early a^^ 

that it is even in th^t respect mising genius. In 1^36, 

sn|)erior to many of our modern ' fber si^t 1^ to make the^ 
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Fmceandltalj, in company with Biographia Briia/mica,, uniiKihc 
Lord Kynalmeaky^ hU elder bro- article Boum ; to which we fefeh 
ther. After his return from his being too circiumtiftitial for so. brief 
travels, this gallant yoang noble- a comp'dation as the present. By 
man found all things in great con- his own interest be now raised a 
fusion in England, and a war on gallant troop of horse, consisting 
the point of breaking out with chiefly of gendemen attached tp 
Scotland -, in which he was invited him by personal friendship; whieji 
to serve, with marks of peculiar corps was soon increased to a 
distinction 5 but his thoughts were complete regiment of 1500 men. 
turned another way. As the pld These he led into the field against 
Earl of Cork loved to settle his the Irish rebels ; and was speedily 
children very early in the world, joined by Cromwell, who placed 
a marriage was at this time pro- the highest confidence in hh new 
posed for Lord Brogbill, with the ally; and found him of the greateft 
Ladv Margaret Howard, daughter consequence to the interest pf the 
to the Earl of Suffolk, and it was commonwealth. Amoi^ oth^r 
quickly concluded : immediately couiiiilerable exploits p^rfbrmedhy 
after which his Lordship, with his Lord Brogbill, his viatory at Mac- 
new-married Lady, set out for Ire- croom deser\'es to be particularly 
land, where they landed Oct. 23, mentioned ; whey-e, with 20GO 
1641, the very day on which the horse and dragoons, he brifkjy 
' rebellion brokeout in tliat kingdom, attacked above 5000 of the rebelf , 
The family of Lord Cork were and totally defeated them. He 
instantly obliged to take arms, in afterwards relieved Cromwell l^im- 
order to their own security, as well self, at Clonraell, where that great 
as that of the public ; and the commander happened to be so 
post assigned to Lord Broghill was dangerously situated, that he con- 
the defence of his fatlier*s castle of fessed nothing but the seasonable 
Lismore ; in which he behaved relief afforded him by Lord Brpg- 
with all the spirit of a young of- hill could have saved him froi:p 
£cer, and all the discretion of an destruction. He likewise worgted 
old one. He afterwards distin- Lord Muskerr)', who came agaimt 
gnished himself on many signal him with an army raised by tt^ 
occasions ; in the course of which Pope's nuncio, and which con- 
he equally uianifested his abilities sisted of three times the number qf 
for the field and the cabinet. At Lprd Broghill's forces, beside^he 
the death of Chares I. however, advantage of being well ofBcer^ty 
he was induced to quit both his veteran commanders from Spait^.r 
estate and his country, as. ruined When Cromwell became Pro- 
past all hopes. For some time he tectov, he sent for Lord BroghilJ, 
remati^ed in close retirement ; but n^rely to take his • advice^ occa- 
at length Cromwell, to whom the sionally. And we are told, that 
merit of Lord Brogbill was well not long after his coming to Ei^- 
koown, found means to gain him land, he formed a project for eu- 
over to that pwrty , which he had gaging Cromwell to restore the offl 
Utherto so rigorously opposed 3 constitution. The basis of the 
bat they were such means as re- schenie was to be a match be- 
fleet no dishoi^Ur on his memory, tween the King (Charles IL) and 
The story is told at length in the the Frotector*s daughter. A3 lu& 

' *4 
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X^Qcdahip maintained a secret cor* dom» was sath, as greativ P 

respondence vith the exiled mo« to the gen<iral esteem in whlcl 

narch and his jhends, it is irnagin- chiimcter was before held, 

ed be was, beforehand^ pretty His Lordship's active and 

aore that Charles was not averse to course of life, at length, bro 

the scheme, or he would not have upon him some^ diseases anc 

ventured to propose it seriously to firmities, which gave him paii 

Cromwell: who, at first, seemed uneasiness; and a fever, whicl 

to think it not unfeasible. He into his feet, joined to the | 

soon changed his mind, however, with which be was often affii< 

and told Broghill, that he thought abated much of that vigour w 

the project impracticable ; for, he had shown in the early pa 

•aid he, " Charles can never for- his life $ but his industry and 

** give me the death of his father/* plication were still the same. 

In fine» this business came to no- bent to the same purposes ; ai 

thing, although his Lordship bad pears from his Letters, u 

engaced CromweU*8 wife and show at once a capacity an 

^aoghter in the scheme i but he attention to business which dc 

peyer darst let the Protector know nour to that age, and may ser 

itha( hp had previously treated with an example to this. 

jCharles about it. Notwithstanding his infirm 

On the death of the Protector, on the King*s desiring to se 

3Lord Bnoghill continued firmly at- Lordship in England, he went 

lapfied to his son Richard, till he in 166^. He found the coii 

aaw that the honesty and good- some disorder; his Majesty 

nature of that worthy man would o;r the point of removing 

infallitily render him a prey to his Earl of Clarendon^ lord 

jmany enein^es : he did not think it chancellor; and there was a 

advisable to sink with ^ man he groat misunderstanding be^ 

ipould not ^ve. Tlie dark clouds the royal brothers. Lord O 

of anarchy seemed now to be undertook to reconcile the 

tioverin^ over the British island : with the Duke of York ; w 

XrfOrd Broghill saw the storm ga« he eifected, by prevailing oi 

thering, and he deemed it prudent latter to ask his Majesty's pa 

to ret^ife to bis command in Ire- for some steps he had take 

Und, where he shortly after had support of the chancellor, 

tbi^ satiift^ion of seohig things On his return to Ireland 

take a turn extremely favourable fodnd himself called to a new « 

to tht design he had long been a of action. T^e Dutch war 

iiiPCU-wis|ier to — 0at ofthe King's then in its height ; and die Pre 

lestoration. I9 this great event, ^i confederacy with the Ho 

hori Broghill w^ not a little in- c|en« were endeavouring to st 

ftnupentid ; and^ in qoosideratton the ashes of rebelliop in Ire 

bf his eminent services in this re- Tl^ Duke de Beaufort, admit 

mct« Charles created him ^rl of France, had formed a schem 

Priery, by letter^ patient, ^^^V^ ^ descent upon that island ; 

date Sent. 5, 166O. |Ie wa^ soou ^bis was rendered abortive b} 

iifterx^depnebfthe lords justices extraordinary diligence, mil 

of Ireland; and bis conduct^ while skill, and prude^ measui^ 

at the head <tf a£birs in that king- Lord Qrrery. 
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But, in the site oT jA lis li- lasioA fke Itidi of October i99b 

a inml jriieiiff of eadi 





k oaf be gi«ca.ia 



solid; theadf blosKMBofk 
finr, bat ool hiRT dm tbe fiui. 
He wraie aetcnl politkal tms 
ami oQooe iageuiuw poenoo; bat 

IxMh bating beni attached b^ ae- tbe pieces vbach paiticQlnlf oh 

cretcoeanes, wiio sa g g mcJ manj tide boa to a pboe in tbis ooBec- 

tbings to tbeir prrjocCoe. Thh tioo ore ibe fbOowing pb^s^ tie. 
€|Qaml, tboogb of a pmale be- 1. Afarf^fai T. £». l6Qi. 

Zoning, beoDK at hst of a pob- %. Hmwy ike f^iL T.fi^ len^ 
liciiatBve; and, prodndiig fint an 3. Tie BUck Pnmct, T. lb. 

attaint to frame on impeacbmait IGQ9. 

agptfMtfaeI>dLeofOnDaQd, oc- A. Tryfkm. T. ix lOGJ^ 
caaonedintbecad, by wajof le- 5. Mr. Jbuktrng. Gom. 4lo. 

venge, on actnd impeocbment of \GgfX 
tbeBarlofOmtj. Hedelieaded 6L Goaaaa. C. lb. I<^. 
himtdf 90 opcO, bu c Mu, i^nmt 7- Arod. T. fo. 1694. 
adiaigeofb^crioies, andeten 8. ^Heaiira. T. 17OX. 
€f trcasoo ksrif, tbat tbe proiecQ- All tbese (exoept Mr. jiwikmnj 

tkm Gme to notbiag. Honeaer- opcre colleclBd and fmblisbed m 

tiidess bMt bn public eosplof- S tois. 8fo. 1739, with tbe an- 

nients, bnt not tlie King's fimnrs tboc^s ponndt prefixed. Tboso 

he ttOl came fimjoeDtif to GOQrty hu Iwi m b i aho rodnde bis gfandsonli 

and sometimes to conndl. After comedf of itff jroa jGwf /#, men* 

^ lerobtfioo in bis afins, ba tiooed onder tbe next aitldo, 
oiade scfend 'vouragea to and Iran Botls, Csaklks, £axu of 

Irdand; trasoHeooomiiltedbfbis Qoxsar. Tbis nobleman was 

Majesty 00 matters of the utmost second son of Roger, the second 



<^OQseqiienoe ; and, on all ooca- Earl of Orreix, bf Ladf Biaiy 

sioDs, gave bis opinion and adriee SacfcTiDey daughter of the £ari of 

^th the freedom of an honest Dorset. He was bom in August 

plaiii-dealing man, and a sincere l^f6, at Chrisea, and at the age 

friend; which the King alwafs offilh»i, I69O, was entered as a 

foood him» and respected him ao- nobleman of Qirist Chnrch, in 

cordioglj. Oxford, under the tuition of Dr* 

lo 1678, betog attacked more Atterbiny and Dr. FMnd. Hia 

cruelly than ever bv his dd enemy application to study was ingoroos 

thegoot, he made hts last v o y age and constant, and his pattion for 

to Eogl^Dd, £ar advice in the roe- letters so steady and uniemitting» 

died way. But his disorder was that his Iriends were appreliensiva 

beyond the power of medicine $ hb health would be injovod by loo 

and havii^ in his last UlnesB, given dose an attention to hia lileraiy 

the s tr onges t proofii of Christian pursuits. The first work that be 

pstience, manly courage, and ra- printed was the Life ^ X y s ao dtr ^ 

tkmal fi^tude, he breathed his transited firom Ilutiffch, wiuch 
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»(tiM pr. Alinch sa good jo opi- was takou Uito i(ii«tody> and 

nton of him, that he intrusted to mitltd to the To^n^er ; bat ne 

;h}9 care the new editioo of the being difteov«red against hie 

Bpiftles af Fhaiari$9 then about to Traa released after si^ montbi 

be printed at Osf<nd. This book pHfonment* This aecideiit if 

becatne aocidentaily the cause of a poaed to have inueb affi^ted 

^er|r long and Virions dispute be- and he lived only lothe !U 

ttreea Dr. fientley and Mr. Bojle, Aug. 1731, on wbiehday be 

uA their several adhenents. It in the fifty-siath year oi his 

ended at that time greatly to thie He was the author of one 

Mvsntage of the latter } btit poste- called 

nif has not ratified the Yordict of As^nu^find It, C. 4to. 1 

thtar con^mporaries, it being now 8vo. 1739. 

the giftneral opinion that Dr. fient- Botlk^ Murrough, ] 

ley supported his hypothesis with Viscount BLsssiiiGTON* 

mora learmng^ wit, and argument^ noUeman was sop of Dr. Mi 

than his antagonist. On leavhig Soyle^ archbishop of Armagh 

the nalversity, Mr. Boyle was lord ebancellor of Ireland^ wh 

chosen member for the Sown of ia the year 1702« at the grec 

Huntingdox^ ; and his elder bro- ef93. He we^ a person, hoii 

ther Iittiel« £arl of Orrery, dying whose genius and abilities d 

on the ^d of August 1703, with- credit to d)e name of Boyle, 

out issne, he succeeded to that wrote one play^ which, froc 

title. £utering into the serviee of specijnen we have seen of it, 

ifce ^^liieen, he had a regtmeat -t^uly -cpnlemfxlible one, and 

given him, at the head of whidb Dec. 215, 1712* The name < 

he distinguished himself in a very play was, 

gallant manner. On the lath of The Lost frwess, T. 

October 1705, he was elected one Brady, Da. Nicholas, 

of the knights companions of the 'descended fronv Hugh Brady 

Tlustle. In 17Q&> he was xused iicat Pro^eatant bishop ^ M 

to the rank of a majorogenerSl^ He was the son of Maj^ Nic 

-and sworn of the privy council. Brady, and was born at Bai 

H& was afterwards appointed eh- in the county x>f Cork, aboi: 

-vay to the States of Brabant and year 1659. At the age of t^ 

Flanders $ and on the iOth of .years, he went to Westmi 

September 171^ 'waa created an School, from whence he wasel 

i£n^tsh peer. At the accession of a king*s scholar of Christ Ch 

.-Creorge I. he was orade lord of Oxford. Having stayed there 

.the tied«chamber ; and on theSd years, he removed to Dublin 

of December l'7l^> was ooosti- took the > degree of master ot 

toted lord lieutenant of Somerset- but had that of doctor o( dii 

:^irs, and seemed to ei^oy the fresented to him by the saoM 

confidence of his Sovere^. in versity, while lie resided in 

-1716, hQweiner, he Ml xnder the land. His fint prefeniient vi 

displeasmre of the court; his regi- a prebend in St. Fmbarr's c 

'flaenc was taken fnea him, jnd dral, and to the parish of Ki 

he (resigned the post of lord of' the lory, in the county ^ Cork. 

,ixd->cl»mber. At the lime of 1690, being in London, he 

Layer & flat, hi the year 1732^ ^ clerfeed ministier of St.. Call 
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(^c1vuh:h, and lecturer q£ St. Westtnorkod, mid a jiiiidfle 6i 

MichatVii after which he was peace. He married a second wifd 

prsferredr*to the rectory of Clap'- in the latter part of bis life, aitd 

hand, and the I'mng of fttcboaond^ went to reside at Appleton^ near 

4M)th in the county of Surry. He Eichoiond, in Yorkshire $ where 

had .been dsaplaia to King Wil- he died t^ 4th ^f May 16^3, and 

liam and Queen Mary, and also to was buried in the parish church of 

t2Kieen Anne, and was at the time Catterick, near that place. 

of his death, which happened on He was a volaminous writer, 

the 20th of May 17^9 chapialti both in verse and prose, and 

to the Princess of Wales, after- amongst other things produced th^ 

wards dueen Caroline. About the following dramas : 

time of his settlement in London, 1. Merctmus BriUmtdcus^ or, 

he joined with Tate in a new ver- The English biteUigeneer. T, p. 

sidn of the Psalms. He also trans- 4to. 1641* 

Jated The jEndd of Virgil, and 2. Begicidkm. T- C. 8ro. 

published several vohioies of Ser- l6$d. 

moiis,.and oneplay^ called Bband, Hannah. This is a 

The Rape*, or^ The Innocent lady of leamiag and talents, who 

Impostms. T. 4to. \QQ2, aome time since conducted, with 

Bit4iTiiWAiTiB, RiCBARO, was success» a very respectable serai- 
tke second son of Thomas Braith- isary, for Frendi education, at Nor- 
watte, of Warcop, near Ap[^by, wich. She has also appeared be- 
in Westmorland, the son and heir fore the pubhc as a dramatist and 
af TbiMXMMi firatthwaite, of Barn- an activss. In the former charac- 
tide, who was son of Bichard ter, she has written, 
l^caitbwaite, of Ambleside, in the 1. jideUnda. C. 8ro. 1 798* 
hanmy of Kendal. H^ was bom 3. The Cfo^flict. Her. C. 8vd. 
in the year 1588, and, at the age 1798. 

ef sixteen years, became a com- 3. Hurdades. T. 8vo. 179S, 

moner of Oriel QoUege, Oxford, 4. Agmunda,. T. N. P. [This 

^ing maitric0lated as a gentle- was the preceding piece, altered, 

eban^s sod, ami a nati\'e of West- and with the omission of the cfaa- 

MODrhind. While he continued in racter of Himiafles.] 

liiqt house, whic^ was at least As an actre^, we remember her 

4hree yeats, '* he avoided (says performance of Agmunda, in her 

'* Wood) as much as he couM ^wo ihifdaies, to havve been 

^ the rpogh paths of logic end mrariced by Ibroe and discrinana- 

** philoso[£y, and traced those tion; though with the drawbacks 

*' smooth ones of pr^etry and Bo- of a pnavincia] pronunciation » and 

*' man history, in wlvich at length a deportlavetit not to. be gready 

^ he did tKcel.*' He afterwards admimd, Mr. Tate Wilkioaon, 

temoved to 0(ratbrS«^, and then ^ his Wandering Pateaiee, a 

mtimd to the NiM^th, where hts really amusing, thoi]^ very oddly 

father bestowed on him an estate wviixeB hookji thus mentions this 

atBanisldet>^oreYyiemio»ed. In lady: 

tbisvelNait he li*^ many years, ''On Tuesday, Mar. 20f 17947, 

became captain of a foot com- '* came forth Miss Hannah Brand, 
fony in the trained bands> a de- . *' with credentials in her hand 

futy lieutenant in the gounty of *' &9in Sffr. WoocJfalL ferha^ 
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there U not any cb«racter» as a 
romaotia stage - struck priuqess, 
possesses a more extraordi- 
nary set of contifadictory pas- 
sioo8> than the said lady. Miss 
Hannah Brand. She is very 
sensible, but too learned* She 
knows herself to be an actress 
of such sterling worth, that 
every bar to ber success, is cre- 
ated from the envy, Lfear, of 
Mrs. Siddons, and that of all 
the Kembles; and from their 
interests, every manager in the 
kingdom of Great Britain is a 
determined enemy. She values 
herself at [un] not holding up 
her train ; as her constant use 
of large drawing-rooms, and a 
frequent habit of brilliant as- 
semblies, prevents such trifles 
ever to occur as necessary. A. 
tolerable room looks very insig- 
nificant, from the always living 
in those of expanse as to width, 
length, and height. Fielding's 
works are not deserving the 
perusal ; they cannot be termed 
poetry j but if they are, it can 
only be admitted as of the 
lowest kind, and as the very 
dregs of verse : no ! when she 
has a mind to be entertained 
with works of humour, she has 
recourse to certain entertain- 
ment in the Latin authors, in 
their original purity of language ; 
it is there only that she finds 
amj^e field for comic entertain- 
ment* No sensible person sure- 
ly ever sat to see a &rce ; it was 
not only a loss of time, but de- 
grading to taste; she never mur- 
der«i time in that manner but 
once, and that was to see My 
Grandmother at York, to gratify 
her curiosity as a compliment to 
Mrs. Jolm Wilkinson. 
'* My son casually asking her 
what farce she would approve 
for her benefit^ after a solemn 
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gnmd pause, she said, ' Why> 
bir, shbuld I strike the anvil of 
my brain, when there is nothing 
to hammer out V She sent me 
a note one morning, that con- 
tained rather, 1 thought, an ab- 
sm-d expression as to correctness, 
which I mentioned to her; when 
she erected h^r chest with infi- 
nite majesty, and said, ' Mr. 
Wil->kin-son, had I wrote that 
note tG Mrs. Wil-kin-son, I had 
not been so precisely exact as to 
grammatical points ; but when 
I considered that I was address- 
ing a classical gentleman, I 
judged it obviously necessary to 
be careful of any unguarded 
slip ; for if you would atten- 
tively reperuse the note, you 
will quickly perceive that the 
line alluded to was appertaining 
to the plural not the singular 
number.' I could not refrain 
a burst of immoderate laughteri 
but, as soon as my breath re- 
coveredi and gave me leave, 
with resumed gravity, 1 assured 
her, the go4s bad neitlier made 
mc poetical nor learnedly clas- 
sical. * Well,* says Mrs. Han- 
nah, ' it is wonderful, not to 
converse with the ancients, the 
Italians, French> Latin, and the 
Greek authors, all which I can 
read, perfectly understand, and 
speak fluently:* when imme- 
diately she could not .instantly 
recollect whether a word she 
had just then pronounced >vas 
from any expressioa of the 
Greeks or the Romans; and 
quoled a line of each to ascertain 
to which it belonged; the which 
instantly reminded me of the 
Mock Doctor, whp says, 
'* « What, Sir, don't you under- 
stand Latin ? 

** O dear Sir, no, not in the 
least. 
** Gregory. Propria quapmaribus. 
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tnlmtintQr«ma9CQladica$,ut sunt 
divomm. Mars, Bacchos, Apol* 
h, Tironun. 

" Sir &num. Ah ! why did I 
neglect mj studies V 
" A lady of rank assured me, 
that she sat in a box where Mrs. 
Hannah was in the row behind, 
at the Opeia-koose or the Play- 
hoose, I do not recollect which, 
where she was accoutred in an 
old-fashioned jacket, with deep 
flaps (as all York can remember, 
and testify the said remarkable 
habit), with a tremendous long 
bosom-frill, over which the right 
hand was plnnged, and in a 
fixed attitude she cootinaed pen- 
sively snperior from the begin- 
ning of the evening's entertain- 
ment to the finale. She seldom 
went or came from the theatre 
at York but in a chair, so dread- 
fully fearful was she in that 
qaiet dty of the insnlter, man. 
Her dreisses were more than 
good, and her linen fine i they 
would not have disgraced a 
drawing-room on the royal 
birth-day } but they were all ro- 
mantic; and, either in the street 
or the, room, she wanted only 
a spear and shield, to have awed 
the wondering beholders with 
her grand and majestic portly 
bearing. 

" It b no more extraordinary 
than true, that Miss Brand's 
dialect was as provincial, as if 
her education had been utterly 
neglected : for instance (one as 
good as a hundred), I might 
receive your whole ustcUe, in- 
stead of esiaie, ice. 5 arkangel, 
archangel, as the arch of a 
bridge. Her dresses on the 
stage I have mentioned as ele- 
gant; but all the efiect was lost, 
owing to her wearing stays not 
^ ^mew but thi^ out ^uhion. 
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which barriers defended her 
charms finom all unhallowed 
ejtts: for, at present, all be-* 
holders need not want a peep, 
bnt look full, and be perfectly 
satisfied whether the view will 
cause many bidders. But Han« 
nah Brand would not unveil 
her beauties even to the chaste 
Diana; therefore she, with well* 
bound booe, forbid all access. 
Her breast-works, and all her 
works, were well defended 
against all assailants ; she might 
enter the lists with a sisterhood 
of nuns, or a Methodists* love- 
feast, fearlen and undismayed. 
Troy was not *more impregnable 
within her walls, her bulwarks, 
and her gates of brass, than was 
the fearless Hannah ; unless in« 
deed that fair heroine was as- 
sailed with lavish praises on het 
play or her acting, and then the 
gods (to whom she \^ou]d ap« 
peal) have mercy on her; for 
on that theme she would be as 
vulnerable as the invulnerable 
Prince Achilles was in his heel. 
It is no more than strictly true, 
when i aver, that her generosity 
was boundless; as she would 
(like Sheva the Jew) stint her 
appetite to pamper her affi?c- 
tions, and live on a crust to 
gratify others, to whom she 
thought herself in the least 
obliged. 

*' I know two or three remark- 
able, as unnecessary, instances. 
Her first appearance in Lady 
Townly, so far from being weU 
received, met with rude marks 
of di^stftd behaviour, and that 
from ladies, who did not add by 
such demeanour addition to their 
politeness or good understand- 
ing; but I roust grant that 
Hannah's Lady Townly was too 
formal for the school of gaie^ 
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«' in 1794. Her p\r^6fJigiPfWkda " her ingtiy met with %t X 

^ was acted the last night in the '* for which I am toM $bo ua 

^' season, Maj 21, IfQi, So fe* *' a complaining publication t 

'* nacious was she of smfh her 

'' invaluable treasure being pur* 

"* loined, that she would not suf« 

'''f6r the original Drnry Lane ma*" 

'^ nuacrtpt to be in the dangerous 

*' prompter's hands> but wrote oxit 

'' an entire copy herself, actuallj 

*• without one line of her own 

** part being inserted, as a certain 

•' safeguard to her property j for 

''on that she constantly placed a 
"^^ steady hand. At the end of an 

*^ act she found the altar-^able too 

" high, and exclaioied, ' If the 

*' theatre were to fall in Ct\t 

*' momentous crush, I would not 

** begine unless it was more ad* 

^' vanced;* and with great com- 
posure, at the end of the fourth 
act, with the most dignified so- 
lemnity, assured Mr. Earby (tlie 
pnmipter), ' that siie would not 
proceed in her business un- 

^ less he first assured her she 

** might depend upon two flou- 

*' Ri8H£s previous to her en- 

^* trance/ The play ended as a 

^' comic, not as the tale of woe -, 

•* and certainly, as a tragedy, nei- 

** ther was, is, nor ever will be, 

^ able to retain a place on the 

(«' boards. I cannot ocnit noticing, 

-^ that, at the rebearsalj afler a 

«' pause of considerable length. 
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inhabitants of Liverpool, r^. 
*' her injured, fiime [as] not 
'' prejudiced by Mr. Aickin 
<< by a combination of enemi 
" Her performance at Yo 
" no means merited the sar 
'* manner in which she was i 
*' ed ; the which, though ceri 
unkind as ungenerous, 
only be palliated by the up 
*' mon stifiness of deportmen 
*5 the Lady Townly by custofl 
" habituated herself to. Iu< 
*' the school formality she 
". sesses, I may almost say, 
'* instinct. 

*' One day, rapping at my : 
" door, ' Who s there?' sa; 
** to which she replied* as aw 
'* as the Ghost in Hamlet, ' 
" Hannah Brand/ Now, tak< 
lady from her tragedy anc 
acting* and she possesses i 
" good, ay shining, qualities j 
is, she would rather give 
take, and does not know i 
ciently how to content her i 
with making more than a 
*' restitution for any received 
lities. To that generosit 
temper she unites a good ut 
standing, and is certainly vn 
" of much esteem as to her pfi 
*' character." 
'* when all were ' in amazement Brandomt, Samuel. Thi 
^* lost,' slie turned profoundly thor wrote about the latter p{ 
•* round, and, in blank-verse tone. Queen Elizabeth's reign ; b 
•* said, * Observe, Mr, Warren, to what profession he was o 
•< I have stopped thus long, that what rank he held in life, we 
^' you may remember, at night, not been able to procure an; 
** all this length of time IshaU be formation. He appears, ] 
*•* weej^ng* ever, to have been possessed < 

«« She engaged, af^r that ex- small share of vanity and seli 
^ ploit, the last summer at Liver- £ciency, from the Italian ver 
*«' pool, where she treated the an- has subjoined to the only drai 
dtence with CaHsta, with much piece he wrote, an(^ which, 
*«the' same aoooess, I believe, as withstanding the. high opJbi<3 
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smd-foAkSLfsuome of h»* partial 
ffknds, might entertain pf it^ is 
aow entirely forgotten. Viz. 

*' VAtqua noH tettig deii^tUrn^ Ohlio" 

'which may thus be engU$bed : 

^« Cbthto^'^xi^cnl have pJo cause to 

fear ; 
*i ^fy works her waves ettrnaltjf shall 

spare.** 

The title of the play, of which 
he thus defies either time, eternity, 
or oblivion, to erase the remem- 
brance, is. 

The Virtuous Octavia. T. C. 
12mo. ISgQ, 

Brandon, Isaac. This gentler- 
man is of a respectable commercial 
family in the city of London j of the 
Jewish persuasion, we believe ; 
audi besides being the author of 
jome Fragments after Ster^nt, has 
produced the following dramatic 
piece: 

Kais. Op» 8vo. 1808. 

Bkenan, Mr. was a Timner by 
profession, and author of an un- 
published comedy called The Lattf'* 
isk, which Mr. Edmund Burke 
once intended to publish by sub- 
^ription, but afterwards relin- 
^oished the design. 

Mr. Brenan published, at Dub- 
lin, one piece called 

The Painter's Breakfast. D. S. 
l2rao. 1756. 

Bhbrxton, Thomas. Thisgen* 
tleman was the son of Major Tho- 
mas Brereten, of the Queen's 
dragoons, in the. reign of King 
William III^ ^and was lineally de- 
scenied, by a younger branch, fron^ 
the very aacient and noble family 
of ihe Breretons, of Brereton in 
Cheshire. He was horn about 
IQqo, aud received the radi« 
Boents of learning at tlie fre^ 
school at Chester^ from whidi he 
was first relived to a boardings 



gee, ^nd afterwards io^ Annen*. 
T^me CpUege in Oxford, of whidt 
^ contii\ued a member leyenil 
years, and took the degree of 
bachelor of arts. On the death 
ef his father he was left in pos«( 
session of a considei^ble fortune ia 
money 3 but beings too young, and 
in the management of guardiatis, 
and his mother having married 
again, ^there was not such care 
taken of his education as then 
should have been. In this neg^ 
lected state he soon ran out the 
greater, part of his fortune. ]^ 
went over for a short time to Paris | 
and, at his return, the Earl of 
Stair^ then ambassador there, re« 
commended him» in the strongest 
manner, to the Duke of Marlbo* 
rough, as the son of one who had 
served under him with honour; 
and his Grace seemed determined 
to provide for him, and would 
probably have done so, if his ill 
health had not prevented it. la 
a short time his affairs became so 
deranged, tliat, about 1721, his 
wife and family were obliged, 
from principles of economy, to re^ 
tire into Wales. Soon afterwards 
the Earl of Sunderland gave hitn a 
post belonging to the Customs at 
Park Gate, near Chester. That 
nobleman, also, promised to ad* 
vance him, on the fif&t proper va>- 
cancy^ but this promise he did 
not live to claims for, in the 
month of February 1722, he was 
drowned in too adventurously cross- 
ing the water of Saltney, when 
the tide was coming in. His body 
was afterwards ibund, and deceni- 
ly interred in ShotAvick chapel, 
belongiBg to Thomas Brereton, 
£aq. repreaeotative for Liverpool, 
hi$ intimate friend and relation, in 
whose service he may be said to 



icho(d in the same city » kept oy b$ve lost his life i for this gentle- 
me Mr. Denois, a French r^fu- «idn, being ii that Ume corcecned 
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fill flitti|[oiniCf oor jotbor^ oot ol tt> vhidi be iolended tohcvc gim 

luf fcal for bii friend, wrote a the tide of, 
klod of libel eg^fofttbegentlnnan, 4. Thg QtfML L&Jkf $ or, TIr 

ID such teittit at were tboogbt to Noi km w i . 
bring the writer within tbe power Ncitber of thr e e, btf w t i cr, did 

of the law. On tbb be wat ad- he live to finish, 
yised to abicood, to aroid prose- Banrov, Nrcnouis, was a 

cotion ; and, by making too much mnlti£irioiis antbor, as maj be 

haste to get beyond tbe knowledge seen in Mr. Ritson's Bhgrapkia 

of his ponoen, lost bis life. He Poeikm, p. 139. He is sopposed 

was, sajrs one who knew him, an to be tbe penion with tbe satne 

unhappy proof of the prejodice of names, who died June 22, 1624, 

an imhil^mt edocatioo. He nsed and was bnried at Norton, ia 

to say, be nerer in bis life re- Northamptonshire. To tbb gen- 

xnembered being contradicted. His tleman have both Jacob and Grildon 

parts were natnralhr good, bat en- attributed tbe bonoor of antbor- 

tirely neglected. He was positive ship in regard to an old dramatic 

and passionate, but generoos to a piece entitled 
firalt, and a very indulgent fiitber. An Old Mam's Lesson, and A 

He was remarkable for bis skill in Y€mng Man' slave. Int. 4to. lG05 ; 

swimming beyond roost men, on bot one would be apt to imagine 

which he relied too much, and to they neither of them bad seen tbe 

which be owed his death ; as he piece, and that tbe latter had im« 

was entreated by people on the plicitly copied the error broached 

shore not to quit his horse, which by the former, since in the preface 

he would do, and so perished at Mr. Breton acknowledges himself 

the age of about thirty-two. to have been only the editor of this 

He left several children, and a interlude, nay, even dedares that 

wife to whom be was married in he is wholly ignorant who the au- 

1711- She died Aug. 7, 1740; thorwas. As such, however, we 

and, afier her death, a volume of could not with propriety avoid- in- 

her poems and letters was pub- serting Jiis name in this place; 

lished in quarto by subscription. since to him the world is at least 

The dramatic pieces which he obliged for the knowledge of what- 

lived to finish were only two, and ever share of merit may be found 

were never acted, viz. in the piece. 

1. Esther. T. l2mo. 1715. Bbbval, John Dvrant, was 

2. Sir John Ohkastle, Trag. the son cf FVancis Durant de Bre- 
The first is little more than a yal, D. D. prebendary of West- 
translation of the £f/A«r of Racine; minster. He was educated at 
and the last. a close imitation of the Westminster School, to which he 
PoUeucte of Comeille ; and indeed wasadmitted in 1^ ; from whence 
neither of them has any great he went to Trinity CoUefe, Cam- 
share of merit ia the execution, bridge, in lOgTf where he was 
He had, however, begun two other eleeted a fellow about the year 
pieces, the one a tragedy called 1702. He took the d^ree of B. A. 

3. JthaUah, 17OO, and M. A. 1704 ; but, unon 
which was to have been a transla- some disagreement between him 
tion from Ilacine*s play of that Md Jk. Beptky, then master of 
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that' college, he quitted his fellow- 
ship (or, more projperly speakings 
was expelled) April 5, 17O8, and 
went into the army, then in plan- 
ders, as an ensign. The ease with 
which he acquired the flemish 
and German languages, his great 
learning, his exquisite pencil, and 
genteel behaviour, were soon taken 
notice of by the Duke oif Marl- 
borough, who not only promoted 
him to the rank of captain, but 
also employed him in divers ne- 
gotiations with several German 
princes, which he executed with . 
great integrity, and very much to 
^he satisfaction of his noble em- 
ployer: He began his travel^ 
about the year 1720;, publ.ibhed 
the first two volumes in j 723 and 
^725, and the thir^ and fourth in 
1738; and diedi. universally be- 
hoved, in January 1738-9. He 
^as the author ojf several poems, 
2nd of the following plays, viz. 

1. The Play is the Plot. Com. 
4lo. 1718. 

ftom this play were tJJcen, 

2. The Strollers, F: 12mo.l727; ' 
8nd The Mock Countess.:. -¥. 

«. The Rape of Hele^. M. O. 
^^0.1737. 

Soon after th^ * appearance of 

^ree Hours after Marriage, which, 

IJ'oagh published with only Mr. 

'^y's name to it, was undoubtedly 

'he joint offspring of that g^ntle- 

^an, Mr. Pope, and Dr. Arbuth- 

^^t, and which met with little 

?J^couragement from the public, 

^3ptain Breval, tinder the assumed 

^me of Joseph Gay, produced, 

4. The ponfederates, F; 8vow 
^717. 

On which account Mr. Pope, 

^ho never could forgive the least 

^ttenpipt made against his reiguing 

^ke unrivalled sovereign on the; 

^roqe of wit^i has introduced thii 

TQL. li 



, gentleman into that poetical pil- 
lory vTA^ Dunciad, amonor. the va- 
rious authors whoiA he has 8tip«2 
posed devotees of the gocidess of 
Dulness. 

Brewer, Anthony. This wri- 
ter lived in the reign of Kibg 
James L and appears to have been 
held in high estimation by the wits 
of that time; as may be more part . 
ticularly gathered frbm an elegant 
compliment paid to him in a poem 
called Steps to Parnassus, wherein 
he is supposed to have a magic 
power to call the Muses to his- 
assistance, and is^ even set on an 
equality with the immortal Shak- 
speare himself. There are, how- ; 
ever, great*disputes among the se- 
veral writers as to th^ number of 
his works. Winstanley and Phil- 
lips have made him the writer of six 
plays. The author of The British 
Theatre^ and after him Mr. Thep- 
philiis Cfbber, have given him the 
credit of three only. Langbaine, 
Jacob, and Gildon, allow him but 
two; and even of those, the first 
of these authors seems to doubt 
the authenticity of ope. 

To come, however, to the best 
judgment we cart collect, we shall 
first mention the pieces WhichWin- 
stanley «has assigned to' him, and 
which ' are universally rejected* 
These are the following three t 

1. l^andgartha. T. C. 

2 i. Love's Dominion, Past. 

3. Loves Loadstone* C. 

The two plays, which the wri- 
ters in general have set down to 
this author are, 

J. Country Girl, C. 4to I647. 

2, Love-rskk Kingi .frrag.Hvst, 
4to. 1655. 

Langbiaine's objectiln to the first 
of thesife being only the letters T. 
B: in the title-page, which jnight 
liatve been a mer^ typographioai 
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tutor, proceedibg/' perhaps, from contested coronet, niakes this spi- 

thd^fiegHgeii^ or carele^uiess of rited declaration : ^> 

thft priiiter„who, pot being certain « Roscs, and bays, pack hence! thi» 

o£ctU^>^^9^^^*^ ^^''^^^^^^ name, crown and robe, 

n^ght choose rather the inserting " My brows, and body, cirdoi and in- 

any letter at a venture, than delay- ., „ ^"\*- , . - . . 

ini th^ wprking off the sheet 4 "^''.if,^^^'^^ " ^'' "" •-^"'^ "^ 

h^ could obtain more authentic «« Measured my head that wrought this 

infonpation. coronet. — 

^d now the only piece in dis- " They lie that say complexions cannot 

pute i? that eutiUed c.vtKf''??*'' w, ^ a, . 

jjngua. C. 4tal607. " My blood s ennobled, and 1 am trans- 

This Lapgbaine absolutely de- «. Unto the sacred temper of a king. 

Dies to b^ Brewer's, yet assigns no « Methinks I hear my noble parasites 

Ot^r reason for SOj doing but his ** Styhngme Cesar, or great Alexander, 

, o\^ bare t/we dixiii neither does " ^^^^^S my f^t, &c." 

W^tanley show any cause for as- - it is said, that he felt the whole 

cribing it to him, Mr. Theophi- part so warmly, and more espe- 

lu&Cibber, however, as well as the cially the above-quoted speech, 

author of The British Theatre, has that it was what first fired his soul 

foljQwed the. ^thority of the' lat- ^^th ambirton, and Excited him, 

ter^ as has also Mr. Dodsley , who from the possession of an imaginary 

lepublishedthe piece with the name crown, to. stretch his views to that 

of Anthpny Brewer, in his Co/- of a real one, for the accomplish- 

Uction of Old Phys. To this we ment of which he was contented to 

may add, that probability is also in ^j^je through seas of blood, 
its favour -, since, being of a much 

earlier date than either of the other " And shut the gates of mercy on man. 
two, it is publuihed anonymously, *" * 

an^ may therefore be supposed to This story, as it has found its 
have b«en the author's first essay way into most of the anecdotes of 
in Uiis kind of writing. our author, is here retained. It 
3e the author, however, who has been observed upon it, that the 
he may, there is a remarkable play was published in 16O7, and 
anecdote recorded by Winstanley, that Oliver Cromwell was not borA 
in r^ard to the piece itself, which until I599. (See the last editioa 
points it out to have been in some of Dodsley's Old Plays^ vol. v.) 
measure the c^use of those troubles The story, however, of Crom- 
which disturbed the peace of these well's having performed a part in 
realms in the middle of the seven- it, might still be true. It is not 
teenth century. He tells us, that, said that he acted in this play on its 
when this play was acted at Cam- first representation. It might h^vc 
bridge; Oliver Cromwell (then a been exhibited at Cambridge many 
youth) perforated a part in it. The years after its original production, 
subject of the* piece is, a conteur There is no more reason for 
lion among the Senses for a crown, ascribing Ltfi^a to Brewer tha^ 
which Lingua has laid for them to to any other dramatic writer.' 
find. The part allotted to young The true origin of Phillips's mis- 
Cromwell was that of Tactus, or take, and of Winstanley 's als6 
ToQcbj wboj having obtained the (who copied him implicitly), wa« 



-r -r 



6f 
B R E B RI 

this: In Lis accounj^ of plays, he Rowland Cottofl> &c. In the year > 
took Kirkman's Catalogues, print- 1791* Mr. B. was honoured with 
ed in 1661 and 1671, for his guide, a lieutenancy in the Swedish navyj ? 
Kirkraan^ rule was, to set the an- aqd, with the interest which he- 
thor's name opposite to his play, had, would most likely have at-. 
and where tlie writer of a piece tained by this time high rapk in , 
was unknown, to leave a blank. . the service of his country j but^ 
Pbillips, not attending to this, ima- on the prqspect of a long peace^ 
gined that all the plays which were we believe, Mr. B. was prevailed 
set down ii\ those catalogues, with- on, by an old school-fellow, to 
oijt an author's name prefixed, be- engage in the profession of .the law. 
longed to the writer last mention- An early love of literature display- 
ed; and finding, under letter L, ed itself in Mr. B.'s character 3 and 
the plays of Lamlgartha, Love's we. believe his first work i a novel 
Loadstone, Lingua, and Love's entitled Torn H^eslon, was written 
Doininion, immediately after The , while he was in the navyj as well ' 
Love-sick King, to which Brewer's as a comedy, afterwards played at 
naint; is annexed in the catalogues, the Haymarket theatre, entitledy. 
he has ascribed all these pieces to How to I c Happy, But the chief 
that writer. Thus these biogra- capabilities of this writer have > 
pKers have ascrjb^ed Liberality and been shown in his Essays afier the 
^^P^gality, Lady Alimony, Lumi' Maimer ^ Goldsmith, which ap* ^ 
W/fl, and[ The. Laws of' Nature, peared occasionally, for more than 
to, Thomas Lodge and 'Rpbert twelve years, in T/ie£aropea»Jl!f a- ^ 
^reen, merely becjiuse all these gazine -, and in his work entitled 
pieces happened to be ari»anged,in Hours of Leisure, the merit of - 
the catalpgues after yAe Loo^iw^- which could not fail of establish- 
S^(iss for London, a play written ,ing his pretensions as an essayist. 
hy those two authors. Almost all His other works are^ Bill Wbod>* 
their errors will be fovmd ^o have coqU, 2 vols, j Essay on the Eights 
3risea from this misapprehension. of the Poor, a pamphlet 5 Pro* ^ 

.Brewer, George, is a native spectus of a new Caw between 
of England,, and was born in the Debtor and Creditor, a pamphlet; - 
yeai 1266. .He is the son of Siamese Tales -, Tales of the Twelve 
^Ir. John Brewer) weljl known as a Souba/is of Indostan, published in 
Connoisseur in the. arts, much ho- The European. Magatine; The Jw*' 
lioured and respected as a private venile Lavater; The Town, a pe- 
^an, and who had the friendship riodical paper^ now publishing, 
^f. some of the n^st distinguished As a dramatist we know only of 
charajcters, 0^ his day; ; among the following : 
^hom "vverq JonasHan way, George 1. How to be Happy. C. 1794. 
Keate,Mr/Greville,Paul§andby, N. R , 

^c.&c._ Mr. George Brewer is 2. Bannian Day, Musical Ent* 
^escended^ . on his niother's side, 8vo. Ijgd. 
fropn the i^gaily qf the Warbvir- , 3. The Man in the Moon, D. 
tpi|^^o^fch^shi|:e./ Vefy, early in . Sketch. 1709. N. P. 
lifejMn B, was .sent x?ut a^ a mid- . Bridei., EoMtiND - Philii^, 
shipnoan, junder the patronage of, LL, D. master of an academy in 
the^ ktfi Admiral G^mbier, and ^^ Birdls Building?> Islington^ is au* 
,A ^erfea wilH Lord tlugh Seymour, thor of 

F 2 
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The Fifik of Kovemler. Dr. in bf himself and olber bands, vbikli 

three acts. 12mo. 1907. is Terj hr from a bad one. He 

Bkidcb8> Thomas. This gen- kit behind bim onlj one dramatic 

tkman is a oatiTe of Yorkshire, piece, which is entitled 

and was at one period a£ his life Tke Cmadrng Lovers. C. 4tc. 

a wine merchant at Hull. He is l65-l. 

the aothor of a tctj bamoroas The world, boweTer, is indebted 

Troves^ of Horned, Tke Jdvem- to him for two rolomesof Richaid 

imres of a Bank-noie, some poems, Brome's pbjs in octaro; many of 

and the two following dramatic which, bot fcr his care in pre- 

pieces : senring and \ycbli^hii^ them, would 

1 . Dido, C. O. Svo. 1771. in all probabilitj hare been entirely 

2. Tke Dutchman. M.E. Sro. lost. 

1775. BaoMl, RicHAU). Tub an- 

Bkistol, Eakl OP. SeeDiGBT. thor lired in the leign of King 
Bkistowb, Fa Avris. The trans- Charles I. and was cootemporarj 
lator from the French of with Dekker, Ford, Shirley^ &c. 

Kimg FreewrUi. T. lG35. N.P. His extraction was mean, he hav- 
BioME, ALBXAMnBB. This an- ing originallj been no better than 
thor fionrished in the reign of King a menial senrant to the celebrated 
C^iarles 1. and was an attorney in Ben Jonson. He wrote himself, 
the Lord Mayor's coort. He was howerer, into high repate ; as is 
bom in 1620, and died June 30, testified not only l^ rarioos com- 
1666; so thai he lired through mendatoiy verses writtoi by his 
the whole of the dvil wars and the contemporaries, and prefixed to 
protectofship, during all which many ofhbpl^rs>bQt^soby some 
time be maintained his loyalty nn- lines which hu quondam master 
t^ted. He was a warm Caralier ; addressed to him on accoont of his 
and thoi^ in his profe ssion of the comedy called The Nortkem Lass^ 
law he coold do no senrice to the in which, although Ben Jonsoo 
caose be loved, yet, as he was a has given way to that kind of va- 
devotee of the Muses, as well as nity whidi is perpetually starting 
an attendant on the courts, he fbith in all his writii^, and re- 
finequently turned hb pen firom the presents himself as the first who 
filling up of writs, to the inditing had instructed the age in the co- 
of odes, sonnets, and (^byrambs, wuc low, and all the perfect arts 
in* the most of which he treated of the drama, yet he pays great 
the Roundheads with great keen- commendation to Richard Brome, 
Bess and severity. In short, he by ac±nov4edging that he has 
was author of mndi the greater inade very good use of the im- 
part of those songs and epigrams prarements he had acquired dnrii^ 
winch were poblisbed in £rrour of a ]oog apprenticeship under so 
die royalists, and gainst the Ara^f skilful a master. 
as well in (Miver-OomwdTs time Brome, in imitation of his mas* 
as during the rebellion. These, ter, laid it down as his first great 
together with his epistles and epi- point, to apply closely to the study 
grams translated from difierent an- of men and manners. His genius 
tlion, were sU printed in one vol. was entirely turned to comedy, 
8voi. alter the Restoratioii. He and therefore his propo* province 
abopofaliihedsvtnioiiaf HocMe, wis observation more than read* 
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nig. His plots are all his own, 9. The Damoiaelle ; or, Tht new 

and are far from being ill con- Ordinary, C. 8vo. l653. . 

ducted J and his characters, which 10. The Queen's Exchange^ C. 

for the most part are strongly 4to. 1057. Afterwards prioted, 

marked, were the offspring of his 4 to. I661, with the title of TAe 

own judgment and experience^ and Royal Exchange, 

his close attention to the foibles 11. The EngUshMaoryOT,-The 

of the human heart. In a word. Mock Marriage, C. 8vo. 1659. 

his plays in general are good ones, 12. The Love^skk Court; or, 

met with great applause when first The Amliiious Politique, C. 8vo. 

acted, and, as Langbaine informs 1658. 

us, were thought by the players 13. TheJ^eding of the Covent 

worthy to be revived, to their own Garden ; or, The Middlesex Justice 

profit and the author's honour, in of Peace, C. 8?o. l658. 

that critical age which he himself 14. New Academy -, or, The New 

lived in. Nay, we have had a Exqhange, C. 8vo. l658. 

proof, even in our ov^n time, of l-^. The Queen and ConcuUne, 

the merit of one of his comedies, C. 8vo. I659. 

which, with a very little altera- He also joined with Thdmgs 

tlon, was revived, and with great Hey wood in 

success, viz. The Jovial Crew, The Lancashire Witches j 

which brought crowded audiences and wrote (as it is generally be** 

to the Theatre Royal in Covent lieved) the following pieces, now 

Garden, at frequent repetitions 6f probably lost : 

its performance. 1 . Wit in a Madness, ^ 

The comedies which this au- 2. Christianetta, 

thor has lefl behind him are fifteen 3. The Jewish Gentleman. 

IB number 5 ten of which are col- 4. The fjove^sick Maid j or. The 

lected together, as before men- Honour of young Ladies^ 1629. \ 

tioned, under Alexander Brome, 5. The Life and Death of Sir 

in two volumes 8vo. each volume Martyn Skink, with the Warres of 

bearing the title of five New Plays the Low Countries, 

ly Richard Brome. The whole list 6. The Apprentice's Prize, 

of his pieces is as follows : The two last also in conjunction 

1. The Northern Lass, C. 4to. with Thomas Hey wood. 

1632. ' Richard Brome died in the year 

2. The Sparagus Garden, C. 1652. (See Dodsley's Collection 
4to. 1640. of Old Plays, vol, x. p. 322.) 

3. The Antipodes. C. 4to. l640. BaoMFiBtD, William. A lato 

4. The Jovial Crew; or. The eminent surgfeon, of London; to 
Merry Beggars, C. 4to. l652. whom tas been ascribed an alter* 
In Dodsley's Collection, ation of The City Match, pub- 

5^ A triad Couple well matched, lished under the title of 

C. Svo. l653« The Schemers, C, 8vo. 175^. 

6. Novella, C. 8vo. l653. BaooK, Lord. See Grevili^s. 

7. The Court Beggar, C* 8vo, Prooke, Hrnry. This gentle* 
3653. man was a native of IrelaiKl, born 

8. The City JVity or. The Wo- in King's County, and was enter- 
vtan wears the. Breeches^ C. Svo. ed of Trinity College, Dublin, in 
1653, 1720. He was barrack-masttr of 

f3 
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Mullingar, in the county of West- said to have amounted .to eight 
ineatii, -and gained great reputa- hundred pounds. 
tioD as a writer by The Farmer's The disappointment of Mr. 
Letters, published in Ireland in Brook^, with respect to Gustavus 
like time of the rebellion, and writ- Vasa, did not deter him from again 
ten after the manner of Dean Swift's turning his talents to the stage; 
Drapier's Letters, His greatest ap- fo^, in 1741, his tragedy of T%c 
plication^ however, seems to have Earl of ffesfmoreland j or. The 
been to the drama 5 for, in the year Betrayer of his Country', was 
1738, he had his tragedy of Gus- brought forward in Dublin, and 
tavus Vnsa rehearsed at the Thea- met with great success. This drew 
tre Royal in Drury Lane : the from an anonymous writer some 
actors were all ready in their parts, elegant lines addressed to him, 
imd no bar seemed in the way to from which the tuiiowing are ex- 
its public appearance 5 when an tracted : 
order came from the Lord Cham- «« Lo! Br«oke, in fancy nobly wild, 

l)erlain to prohibit it. '* Rcums, Invention's eldest child. 

.: this arbitrary proceeding of the " With science fraught, and ev'ry art, 

tord Chamberlain drew on him a " J^* "»*"» ?^ "^^ '*1^^ ^»"«^ heart ; 
gt^.t4,alof^um; andafibr^ed . J^Tirth^.J^^^^^^ 

pur author the satisfaction of <« ]„ looser dress Gustavus charm'd, 
knowing, that his country at large " And, rich i^ negligency, warm'd ; 
espoused his cause. Paul White- " This like a shining bride appears, 

liead, in some elegant lines ad- " '" **^ ^^^ P<«"P '^^^ beauty wears." 
dressed to Mr. Brooke at the time^ In 1752 the tragedy of The Earl 

was vejy severe in hi$ reproof of of Essejif was represented at the 

^he Chamberlain's conduct : Theatre in Smock Alley, Dublin. 

«* Picas'd in thy lays' wc see Gustavus This last play^ however, being, 

live; - - ' we believe, the property of Mr. 

«< But, O Qustavus \ if thpu canst, forgive Sheridan, late manager of Smock 

'' ^'''•w'*'* **'^'^*' ^^ ^* *^'^' ^"^^^y Theatre, when that gentle- 

« Beneatrwhose yoke you drew the ^^?^ acted at Druiy Lane in thp 

galling chain. wmter of I70i, his emoluments 

** Degen'riate Britons, by -thy vorth dis- being to arise from a certain pro- 

* « l»ay*<l» portion of the profits of the house 

^^^^^^^.S^"«'. «»d proscribe thy ^^ ^^^^^ j^jgj^^^ j„ ^j^j^j^ ^^ ^^^ 

^^^' formed, he was allowed a right of 

Mr. Brooke met with the $ame reviving pr getting up such plays as 

ill sucpesg \n Dut>lin with regard he imagined would turn the most 

to an op<eca call^ Jack the Giant tp his. and the managers* joint ad- 

Quel^, brought on $ppn after the vantage. Among those which he 

close of the rebellion, which, after fixed on as his choice wa^ Mr, 

the first night's representation, was Brooke's Earl if Essex, which, 

ibrbidden by the government tp be being licensed by the Lord Cham- 

continued. As to his first play, beriain, was now brought oa at 

however, the prphibHion did hi mi Drury Lane, and met with good 

no kind of isjiuy $ as he was ini- success'. 

mediately encouraged to publish Through the w|iole of Mr. 

it by a subscription) which has been Brooke's writing! there breathes a 
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«tropg spirit of liberty and patri- Mr. Brooke died in X)ubUil> on 

otic zeal ; wbich^ though the na- the 10th day of Octobcfr 1783. 

tural and inborn principles of every Before his death, we have heard 

mbject of these realms, may have that he became a Methodist. 

subjected them to misrepresenta- His dramatic pieces are as fol« 

tion; and, what is far from an un- low: 

common case^ rendered general 1. Gusiavus Fasa. Trag. 8vo. 

aentiment suspected as particular 1739. 

reflection j yet those who had the 2. The- Earl of JFestmfirelandn 

pleasure of knowing Mr. Brooke T. 1741. 

personally must be so well assured 3. Jack the Giahi Queller, Op. - 

of the integrity of his heart, and Play, 1748. 8V0.1778; Svo. 1792. 

his firm attachment to the present 4. The Earl of Essex. T. Svo. 

happy succession, as entirely to 17^1. 

clear him fi:om the slightest sup- 5. .Antony and Cleopatra. T. 
position of any intent to excite 0, The Impostor. T. 

commocioa, or awaken discontent, 7- Cymbeline. T. 
bjT any of his writings. 8. Montezuma, T. 

His dramatic pieces in them- 9* The Vestal Virgiri. T. 
selves, independent of these kinds 10. The Contending Eroihers. C. 
of considerations, though not to be 1 1 • The CharitableAssodation. C. 
ranked in the first class, have un- 12. The Female Officer^ C. 
doobtedly a considerable share of 13. The Marriage Contract. C. 
merit. His plots are ingeniously 14. Ruth. Orat. 
laid and well conducted, his cha« All printed in his Works, 4 vols. 
racters not ill drawn, and his Ian- 8vo. 1778. 
goage is bold and nervous ; though His other writings are, 
it mast be acknowledged, in the Universal Beauty, a poem, 
last particular, the author at times Translations from Tasso. 
seems to pay too little regard to i^2^/e$ published byMhKMoore. 
the correctness of measure, and to Chaucer s Tales modernized. 
tbal; polish which the language of The Farmer's Letters. ' 

tragedy ought to receive from har- ' The Fool of Quality, a- novel, 
mony of numbers. Upon the Together with sundry other mis- 
whole, however, we cannot hesi- cdlaneous compositions. ' 
tateHo place him vety high among Brooke, Miss. This lady, the 
the writers of the English Ian- daughter of the foregoing writfrV 
guage; and can hardly refuse him besides translating and publishing, 
that praise, which a great poet in 1789» »n a quarto volume, Be- 
.so liberally bestowed on him : liques of Irish Poetry, wrote a play, 

of which we have heard a very 
« Shaksp«rc^^o more-lost was the good character ; but the MS. of 

•*r.llihou',m7friend,mygenius,sprung ^^^^J.^ ^» supposed to be lost, 

tofarae. called 
•* Lar'dbyhis laurel's never-fading bloom, Belisarius, Trag. 
«' You boldly snatcUM the trophy from his Brooke, FrancBS. This lady, 

«<T-.,J.°."lu' -i-«i- • liM • . whose tnaiden name wat Moore, 

Taught^the declmmg Muse agam to ^^^ ^j,^ ^^^^^ of a clergyman! ' 

" And to Britannia gave one poet more." ^^^ ^^^ wife of the Rev, John 

P. WmTkUEAD. Brooke, rector of Colney^ in Nor- 

f4 
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Wk, of St. Augustine, in the city 
of Norwich, and chaplain to the 
garrison of Cl^ebec. Iler husband 
died Jan. 21^ lySQ j and she her- 
jself on the 26th of the same 
month, at Sleaford, at the house 
of her «on, who had preferment 
in that part of the cpuntry. 
' Mrs. Brooke was a lady of first- 
rate abilities* and as remarkable 
for gentleness and suavity of 
manners, as for her Ijterary talents. 
$he wrote and, published some 
admirable novels (among which 
were,' Lady Julia MandeviUe^ 
imily Montague, Marquis of St: 
Forlaix, and The Excursion)-, a 
periodical paper, called The Old 
Maid i a translation oF Milot*s 
Elements of the History of Eng- 
Umd \ and the following dramas : 
\, Virginia. T. 8vo. 1756. 

2. Siege of Sinope* T. 8vo. 

1781. 

3. Rosina* ' C. O. Svo. 1783. 

4. Marian. M. E. 8voi 1788; 
B&QO^Es, , a gentleman 

of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
'was author of the following Latin 
plays:' 

1. Scyros. Past. 1612. N. P. 

a. Me^Ti A^r 'Past. 4to. 1615. 

Brookes R. This gentleman 
^as rector of Ash ney iii Northamp- 
tonshire, and published a transla- 
tion of Du Halde's History of 
China, in wh ch is contained one 
play, called, 

TiKoQ Chi. Cou Ell; or. The 
Little Orphan of the Family of 

TcAoo. T. 1737. - 

Brouohton, Thomas, was 

horn on the 5th of July 1704, in 
' the parish of St. Andrew, Hol- 
bprn, where his father was mini- 
ster. He receive^ his education 
at Eton school, and from thence 
was renoved to Gonville and 
Caius Coflege. He took the de- 
gree of bachelor of arts on the 
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28ih of May 1727, and, entering 
into orders, left tlie university for 
a curacy, that of Offlejs in Hert- 
fordshire. In 1739, he ~ was in- 
stituted to the rectory of Stibing- 
ton, in Huntingdonshire, on the 
presentatiop of John Duke of Bed-i" 
ford, who also appointed him one 
of his chaplains. Soon after he 
was chosen reader to tlie Temple, 
by which means he became known 
to Bishop Sherlock j who., in 1 yA4, 
presented him to the valuable vif 
parage of Bedminster, near Bristol, 
with the chapels of St. Mary 
Redcliff, St. Thomas, and A.bbots 
Leigh, annexed. Some short time 
after, he was collated by the same 
patron to th^ prebend of Bedminr 
ster and Redcliff, in the cathedral 
of Salisbury. Upon receiving' this 
preferment, he removed from Lon- 
doi^ to Bristol, where he married 
tlie daughter of Thomas Harris, 
clerk. He resided on his liviog 
till his death, which happened on 
the 21st of December 1774, in 
the seventy-first y^ar of his age, 
sind was buried in the church of 
St. Mary Redclifl'. 

He was one of the original wri- 
ters in the Biographica Britannica^ 
. a-nd, besides many other works, 
\v2Li the author of 
' Hercules, M. D. Svo. 1745. 

Brown, Anthony. This gen* 
tieman was a member of the 
Tt mple, and wrote a play, en- 
titled. 

The Fatal Rcdrevient, T. Svo. 

1739.^ 

This play was condemned, and 
indeed very deservedly; there being 
neither plot, incident, nor language 
in it, that had 1)y any m.^ans a 
right to recommend it to the pub- 
He regard. Yet its want of suc- 
cess was the occasion of some in-, 
suits being shown to an actor of 
great consequence, whose spirited 
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behaviour on the ctrcumstancd may ''' brigbtness of Caplia*s eyes^ not 
be seen more at large in our ac- *' her gaudy trappings^ that at- 
eount of this play in Vol. 11. '' tract^ bis heart. Cupid might 

Brown, Thomas. This fa- ^' keep his darts to himself ^ Tom 
cetlous writer, who is the delight ^* always carried his fire about 
of such as admire low humour, " him. If she bad but a mouth, 
was the son of a farmer of ShifFnal, "' two eyes, and a nose, be never 
in Shropshire. He was educated " inquired after the regularity of 
at Newport school in that county, " her dress or features. He al- 
and attained a knowledge of the *' ways brought a good stomach 
Latin, Greek, French, Italian, and ^^ with him, and used but little 
Spanish languages. From New- /' ceremony- in the pre&ce. As 
port school he removed to Christ " of his mistresses, so he was very 
Church College, Oxford. There " negligent in the choice of his 
he was celebrated for his abilities, " companions, who were some- 
and for his irregularities 5 and on ^' times mean and despicable— a 
account of the latter was soon '^^ circumstance which never fails 
obliged to quit the university. *' to ruin a man's reputatioii. He 
After exhausting the whole of the ^' was of a lazy temper -, and tho 
small pittance he had brought to '' booksellers, who gave him cre« 
town with him, he, for his sup- *' dit enough as to his capacity, 
port, became a schoolmaster at " had no confidence to put in his 
Kingston upon Thames 5 but being ** diligence.** The same writer 
impatient of a recluse life, he adds; that though our author was 
soon quitted that situation and a good-natured man, yet he had 
came again to London, where he one pernicious quality which eter- 
plunged into all the license and nally procured him enemies ; and 
dissipation of the metropolis. He that was, rather to lose his friend 
now became an author by pro- than his joke. He died in the 
fession, and experienced all the year 1704, and was buried in the 
vicissitudes of fortune, which a cloysters of Westminster Abbey^ 
mixtureof industry and carelessness near the remains of Mrs. Behn* 
could produce. An anonymous He was the author of, 
writer, who has given the world 1. Physic lies a-lleedingi or, 
•ome account of him, observes. The apothecary turned Doctor. C. 
•* that it was not his immorality 4to. 1697- 
'* that hindered him from climb- 2. The Stage-Beaux tossed in a 
^* ing to the top 6f poetry and pre- Blanket ; or. Hypocrisy A- la-Mode^ 
"ferment; but that he had a par- C, 4to. 1704. 
" ticular way of sinning to him- 3. The Dispensary, F, Printed 
" self. To speak in plain Eng- in his works, 
•'lish, Tom Brown had less the Broibs^U, Mr. To a person o^ 
"spirit of a gentleman than th^ this name, Mears, in his Cata- 
" rest of the wits, and more of a logue, asqribes a translation from 
" scholar. Tom thought himself Noble, of a French play, en* 
" as happy with a retaUer of titled, 

*' damnation in an obscure hole. The Two Harlequins, F, 8vo. 
" as another to have gone to the 1718» 

" devil with all the splendour of a Brown, Dr. Johk. This ele- 
''fine equipage. 'I'was not the gant, ingenious, and unhappy^aa^ 
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Ibor was born at Rothbaiy, in tlie 
county of Nortbamberiand, on the 
«th of November 1715. The fa- 
mily from which he was descend- 
ed were the Browns of Colstown, 
near Haddington, in Scotland. 
His father, John Brown , was a 
native of Duns, in Scotland^ and, 
at the tinie of his son's birth, 
curate to Dr. Thorolinson, rector 
of Rothbury, He afterwards was 
collated to the vicarage of Wigton, 
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tke Times ; a work which was ran 
down by popular clamour, but not 
answered. Obtaining the vicarage 
of St. Nicholas, Newcastle, he re- 
signed his living in Essex to Lord 
Hardwicke, with whom, as well as 
with Dr. Warburtdn, there liad 
some time before been a coolpess. 
He received no other preferment, 
which, to a person of Dr. Brown's 
spirit, must have been a great mor- 
tification. In the latter part of 



in Cumberland. To this place he his life, he had an invitation from 
carried his son, and there our au- the Empress of Bussia, to super^ 



thor received the first part of his 
^ucation. From theiice he was 
temoved to the university of Cam- 
bridge, where he was matricu- 
lated on the 18th of December 
1732, and entered of St. John's 
College, under the tuition of Dr. 
Tunstall. After taking the degree 
of bachelor of arts with great re- 
putation, he returned to Wigton, 
and was ordained by Dr. Fleming, 
Bishop of Carlisle. His first pre- 
ferment was to a minor canonry 
*id lectnrership of the cathedral 
church of Carlisle. He renlained 
in obscurity, at that city, several 
years, until the rebellion 1745, 
when he acted as a volunteer at 
the siege of the castle, and behaved 
witb great intrepidity. In 1739, 
be took the degree of M. A. 
and some time after was present- 
ed to the living of Morland, in 
the county of Westmorland. He- 
resigned his preferment in the ca-. 
tftedral of Carlisle in disgust. On 
Mr. Pope's d.^alh he wrote the 
Essay on Satire, addressed to Dr. 
Warbnrton, who immediately in- 
troduced him to his friend Mr. 
Allen and others, and, by his in- 
terest with lord Hardw»cke, pro- 
cured htm the living of Great 
Horkesley, in Essex. In 1 757, he 
published his celebrated Estimate 
of the Manners and Principles of 



intend a grand design which, she 
had formed, of extending the a(i- 
vantages of civilization over thai 
great empire. He accepted ti^e 
oflTer, and actually prepared for 
his journey^ but finding his health 
in too precarious a state to admit 
him to fufil his intention, he was 
obliged to relinquish it. This ancl 
other disappointments were fol- 
lowed by a dejection of spirits^ 
to which he had often been subject. 
In an interval of deprivation pf 
reason, he was prompted to dQ 
violence to himself, and on the 234 
of September 1766 cut histhrqat, 
in the fifty-first yenr of his agei. 
The stage stands indebted to hia^ 
for two dramatic pieces, the sue* 
(Jess of which has been different^ 
yet has not done any great honour 
to public taste -, for his Athek^^n,' 
which is much the more original; 
and better executed piece of th& 
two, has never been performed 
since the season of its first ap- 
pearance ; while Barbarossa, whose' 
design is much too nearly ap- 
proaching to that ofMerope, Doug^ 
las, and some other of our modern 
tragedies, still continues on the list' 
of acting plays. 

His tragedies, as we before ob<> 
served, are only two,, viz. 

1. Barbarossa, 85110. 1755^ 

2. Athelstan, 8vo. 175j5. 
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.aad one oratorio, or sacied ode, 
3'. file Cure of SauL 4to. 17()3. 
Brown, James. Of this gen- 
,tleman we know only that he was 
'author of 

' T/ie Frolic. D. P. Svo. 1783. 
BaowNE, .MosES, was origin- 
ally a pen-cutter; but afterwards 
entered into holy orders, under 
the patronage of Hervey, author 
of the Meditations, and becaaie 
v?car of Olney, in Bucks, and 
chaplain to Morden College. He 
was the author of a poem called 
Sunday Thoughts, Piscatory Ec- 
logues, and several other pieces, 
$ome of which are possessed of 
considerable merit. In his youth 
^for he was born in the year 1703), 
he wrote two dramas, which were 
both represented together, and 
have pretty nearly an equal degree 
of merit. They are entitled, 

1. PplUIus. T. 9vo. 1723. 

2. All bedevilled. F. S.'o. 1723. 
The second was acted by way 

of an entertainment added to the 
^rst. Neither of them, however, 
were performed at a theatre royal, 
or even by regular actors ', but 
only by some gentlemen of the 
avi.thor*s acquaintance, for. their 
own diversion and the gratification 
of his vanity, at a place which, 
in the title-page, is called the pri- 
vate thjeatre in St. Alban's Street, 
but \Kfas really nothing more than 
some school, or assembly-room, 
fitted up for the immediate occar 
sion of this pipy, and other repre- 
sentations of that kind. Mr. 
Browne died Sept. 13, 1/87. 

BaowNE, William, was bom 
at Tavistock, in Devonshire, in 
the year 15(}0 ; his father, ac- 
cording to Prince, in his Worthies 
0/ Devon, being probably of the 
knightly family of Browne, of 
Browne Ilash^ in. the parisli of 
Laogtree, n^r Great To^rington. 
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After he had passed througb the 
grammar-school, he was sent to 
Exeter College, Oxford, where he 
became a great proficient in clas- 
sical learning, and in the belles 
let t res was scarcely equalled : from 
thence he was removed, befotie he 
iiad taken any academical degree^ 
to the ' Inner Temple, London^ 
where he more particularly devo- 
ted himself to the Muses. In the 
beginning of the year l624, he 
-returr^d again to Exeter College, 
and became tutor to Robert Dor^ 
mer, afterwards Earl of Carnarvon, 
who lost his life at Newbury fight 
on the 29th of September 1643. 
On the 25th of March 1624, he 
received permission to be created 
M. A. although the degree was not 
conf(?rred upon him till the No^ 
vember following. He is styled, in 
the public Register of the universi* 
ty, a man wejl skilled in all kinds 
of polite literature and useful arts; 
Fir omni humana literatnra et ho- 
narum artium cognitione instruct us. 
After he had left the college with 
his pupil, he was received into the 
family of William Earl of Pem- 
broke, who had a great respect for 
him 5 and here, according to Wood, 
he made his fortune so well, that 
he purchased an estate: he also, 
adds, that he had a gi^at mind in 
a little body ; but with regard to 
the time of his death he is very 
doubtl ul ', for all that he says of 
. the matter is, that, '^ in his 
" searches h^ finds that one Wil- 
*' liam Browne, of Ottery St. 
*' Mary, in Devonshire, died in 
" the year l645 ; but that he can- 
*f not tell whether he was the 
" same with the poet.** 

His works were collected and 
published, by Thomas Davies, 
bookseller, in 3 vols. 1772, and 
among them was then first printed. 

The Inner Temple Masaue, 
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He seeitis^ says Mr. Headley^ Garden Theatre. She was the 

to have been a great admirer, and daughter of Mrs. Brown, an ac« 

no inattentive observer, of the tress at Covent Garden (in Mrs. 

charms of Nature > as hia works Jordan*s line of comic characters) 

abound in minute rural imagery, in 1785. Mrs. Brunton*s maiden 

though indiscriminately selected, name was Ross ; under which 

The praise he has received from name, at the early age of 1 5, she 

Selden, Davies, Jonson, and 0ray«- published 

ton, and the qotice he obtained The Cottagers. Com. Op. 8vo. 

from Milton, are real honours that l/SS. 

almost counterbalance oblivion; Bucke, Paul, is, in 01dys*s 

at least, they prove that he did not MSS. said to be the author of 

deserve it'. The following testi- . The Three Ladies ofLondoTi, C. 

mony Drayton has left of him : 4to. 1584. 

Then the two Bcaumonts and my Brvwne But we believe this to he an un- 

arose, • foundfed conjecture, from PauU 

My dear companions, whom I freely Bucke standing at the end of the 



My bosom friends ; and. in their several ^j,^^ title-page declares it to have 

Rightly born poets— — been " Written by R. W." 

Of Ptti and Pofsy, BuCKHUBST, LoBO. See SaCK- 

We shall conclude this article ville. 

with a poetical picture, which Buckingham, Duke of. See 

Browne has left us of himself: Sheffield, and Villiers. 

Among the rest a shepheard (though but ^^^^^CK, Chbistopheb. This 

young, r X o author was a player by profession. 

Yet hartned to his pipe), with all the skill and the son of Mr. William Bui* 

His few years could, began to fit his quill, lock, whom we find to have stood 
5y Tavy's speedy streame he fed his . in very good estimation in his 

wi^.« ^-1' K*. ..» ♦« .n..r^ v.:«, /^« , theatHcal capacity, nor was this 

Where when he sat to sport nim on a r • • t i /• • ^ 

yocke *°" ®* "*^ "7 ^"7 n^eans deficient 

The water-nymphs would often come ii* point of merit as an actor. At 

unto him, what place, or in what year, our 

And for a dance with many gay gifts woo aqthor was born, we have not been 

him, _ J ,u r able to trace. He became loint 

Now posies of thn flowre, and then of • i -nir Tr J ""^ 

•^ibat manager with Mr. Keene, and 

Now, with fine shels, then with » rushy another actor, of the Theatre in 

hat, Lincoln's Inn Fields. In the year 

With cor all or red stones, brought from 1717 he married a natural daugh- 

To make himTracelet., or to marke his ^ST.,^^ tVT performer Mr. 

shcepe. Wilks,by Mrs. Rogers, the actress. 

Willie he hight, who by iftie ocean's Thislady was bred up to the stagey 

qu^ne - but although, from the advantage 

More cheered to sing than such young of an agreeable figure, she pleased 

lads had beene, tolerably well in several dramatic 

Tooke his best- framed pipe, and thus , .' ., r £^ 

gan move characters, yet she was far from 

His voyce of WaUa,Tavy'i feitest love, inheriting the capital merit of 

Britannia' sPattorab, Book ii.Songj. either her father or mother. Mr. 

Bbumton, Anna. This lady is Bullock died in ITIA, not much 

wife of Mr. SruDton^ of Covent advanced in life; for Mr. Cbet^ 
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Vfopd, who must have personalty wife, the Hon^ Anne Wichnonre 

known him^says he wa^ then only . Somerville, daughter of Lord So- 

in the road to excellence. He had merville. He was born at Gibral« 

a great deal of natural sprightli- tar, on the 8th of June 1752, and 

ncss, which was of advantage to was about seven years under the 

him on the stage j he performing tuition of the Rev. Dr. Somerville, 

for the most part the same cast of author of Tht History of the Reign 

characters at the one house that of Queen Anne, &c. during which 

Mr. CoUey Gibber supported at he attended, tor the space of two 

the other 5 which were, the fops, years, the university of Edinburgh. 

pert gentlenaen. Sic. in which live- He was then placed at Westmin- 

liness and e^se are most essentially ster school, where he continued 

necessary. till Christmas 1 769 5 when he was 

The dramatic pieces Mr. Bui- removed to University College^ ' 

lockleft behind him were seven in Oxford, and placed under the 

number, and are as follow : tuition of th$ Right Hon. Sir WiJ- 

1. A IVoman's Revenge. C. liam (then Dr.) Scott, brother ^ 
12mo. 1715. Lord Eldon, and now Judge of the 

2. Slip. F. 12mo. 1715. High Court of Admiralty. At 

3. Adventures of Half an Hour r college he remained till 1773} 
F. 12mo. 1716. when he made the tour of France, 

4. Coller of Preston. F. 12mo. Italy, Switzerland, and part of 
1716. - Germany. On his return, he at- 

5. Perjuror. F. 8vo. 1717* tended the, courts in Westminster 

6. Woman* s a Riddle. C. 4to. Hall; and in Easter Term; 1777, 
17I8. was called to the bar by the So- 

7. The Traytor. T. Svo. 1718. ciety of Lincoln's Inn. On the 
As to the comedy of Woman* s IQth of June, in the same year, 

aHiddle, he has been accused of he was married to the Hon. Eliza- 
some unfair dealing about it, with beth Noel, second daughter of 
regard to Mr. Savage ; but that is Lord Viscount Wentworth, who 
a point we shall endeavour more died in 1779> without issue. In 
fully to explain, when we cpmeto December 1780, he married a se- 
thelife of that gentleman. cond wife, Ann, daughter of Col. 

Bui.TE^L, John. This author Montolieu ; by whoni he has had 

W38, we believe, secretary to the a numerous family. In 1 787, he 

Earl of Clarendon, and was created was elected to Parliament for Hel- 

M. A, at Oxford, 9th of Septem- ston, in Cornwall, and was re- 

ber 1661. He was the son of a chosen for the same place in 1790. 

Frenchman, of both the same In August 1 789, he was appointed 

names, who lived some time at one of the Under Secretaries of 

Dover, He died a bachelor^ i^ State for the Foreign Department^ 

the parish of St. Martin in the and in 1794, a Joint- Commis- 

Fields, Westminster, in l66g, sioner with Evan Nepean and 

having written one play, called, Stephen Cotterell, Esqrs. of the 

Amorous Orontus; or, JLfOve in Privy Seal. 
Fashion, C. 4to. 1665. On resigning, in October 1 795, 

BuRQEs, Sir James Bland, his office of Under Secretary of 

Bart, and LL. D. is the only son State, the King created him a 

di George Burges^ £s(j. by his Baronet 3 and he had also the ho-* 
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oowr of befog appoinfed Khight Burke, Miss — ^-i-, a lady of 

Marshal of his Majesty's House- Ireland, the repated author of 

hold for life. The IFard of the Caslie.' C. O. 

Sir lames has written several 1793. Not printed, "we believe, 

ingenious legal and political pro- Burke, W. Of this writer we 

ductions. In the poetical line he know nothing, but that he is au- 

bas chiefly distinguished himself thor of 

hy The Birth ajid Triumph of Love y The Arvied Briton, Play. Svo. 

a poem 5 Richard the First, an ISOQ. 

heroic poem, in eighteen books 5 Burkhead, Henry. This g^n- 

and The^xodiady a poem (written tleman was a merchant of Bristol, 

in conjunction with Mr. Cumber- and lived in the reign of King ' 

land). As a dramatist. Sir James is Charles I. He seems to have been 

author of an alteration ot M^issin- a man of strong party pri^iciples, 

ger*s City Madam, under the title and wrote a pltiy which wa^ never 

, of acted, nor probably even intended ' 

Riches. Play. Svo. 1810. so to be, entitled, 

To this worthy Baronet we hzrt ' Cola's Fury, T. 4to. 1045. 

also heard ascribed the subject of it being the Iri^h 

Tricks upon Travellers, C. O. rebfellion, which broke out in Oc- 

1810. N. P. tober l641. In it he has charac- ' 

BuHGBSs, Mrs*. This authoress, terlzed all the principal persons . 

a shopkeeper in St. George's Street, concerned in the affairs of that 

Canterbury, wrote one play, se- time, under feigned names. And 

'vera! times acted in that city, even the second titl^ (o the piece,. 

called viz. Lirenda's Misery, is expressive 

The Oaks', or, The BeUulies of of the subject aimed at, Lirenda 

Canterbury, C. Svo. 178O. being no more tlian an anagram 

BuRGOYNE, John. This au- (which was a kind of quibble then 

thor was long a lieutenant-ge- much in vogue) formed irom the 

neral in his Majesty's army 5 hy\X, letters which compose the name of 

disgusted with his reception from Ireland. , 

government, after his return from Burxaby, Charles. This 

America, he resigned all his mili- gentleman had a liberal education, 

tary employments. The fatal bu- having been bred up at the uni- 

siness at Saratoga will transmit his versity, and afterwards entered a 

name to posterity ; but whether member of the Middle Temple. 

with honour or disgrace must be He wrote four plays, the names of 

left to the impartial determination which are as follow : 

of time. He married a daughter I, The Reform* d Wife* C. 4to. 

of the £arl oF Derby, and died 1700. ^. 

August 4, I79'i' His dramatic 2. The Lady s Visiting ID ay, C 

pieces are as follow : 4to. 17OI. 

1. The Maid of the Oaks, D.E. 3. The Modish Husl and. C, 4to, 

Svo. 1774. 1702. 

2. The Lord of the Manor. C. 4. Lwebetrd^'d. C. 4to. 1703. 
O. Svo. 178I. BuRNEiL, HenryI All we 

3. The Heiress, C Svo. 178G. can gather in regard to this gentle- 

4. Richard Ceeur de Laon. Hist, man is, that he was a nativf'e of ' 
Rom. 8vo. 1786. 
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Ireland^ an4 wrote a play wj^ici^ 
was act^ with applause, at the 
theatre in Dublin^ called 

tandgartha. TvC 4to. l641. 
It appe^rs^ that he had before 
this made an attempt in the dra- 
matic way, which had miscarried; 
bat what the nanie of that former 
play was, we cannot trace j nor is 
it at all improbable that it never 
mide its appearance in print 



. ■ 
likewise, given the publi/c a^trMf^ 

lation of one dranoatic p'^ce^ fronii 

the French of Kousseau, called 

The Cunning Man, M. E. 8vo.' 
1766. 

It gives US pleasure to say, that 
this venerable character is now. 
enjoying excellent health and spi-^ 
rits,^ at the age of 85, as organist 
of the Royal Hospital of Chelsea. 
We may add, to his honour, that 



BuRNEY, Charles,, Mus. D. ,^he is father of Dr. Charles Burjiey^> 
and F.R. S. was born at Shrews- '* ^ 
b\i7, Api-il 7, 1 726, O. S. He 
bad ^art of bis education at the 
frte-School founded by Qpeea 
Elitabeth in that town, and part 
at the public school at Chester 5 in 
which city he first began his mu- 
sicat studies, under Mr. Baker, a 



of Greenwich (perhaps. the ablest 
Greek scholar in Europe), and of 
Madame D'Arblay. See D'Ak-. 

SLAY. 

fiuRRELL, Lady Sophia, was ' 
daughter of Sir Charles Ilaymond, 
Bart, of Valentines, Essex. She < 
married, in 1773, with a fortune 



•cli6lar of Dr. Blow, then organist . of 100,000/. Sir William Butrrell, 
of that cathedral. Aboui the year who died IJQQ, and by whom she 



1741, he returned to Shrewsbury, 
and pursued the study of mus\c 
under his half-brother, Mr* James 
Barney, a very eminent mu^ic- 
naster, and organist of that towz^ 



had two sons and two. daughters. 
After his death,^ she married, May 
23, 1797, the Rev. William Clay, 
second son of the then late Rich- 
ard Augustus Clay, Esq. of South- 



which situation he filled fifty-four, well, Nottinghamshire. Her Lady- 
years, and died in 1 789, aged 80. ' ship died at West Cowes, iri the 



Ini744, he met with Dr. Arne, 
^ho persuaded his friends to send 
him to London 5 and he was then 
placed tinder that master for three 
years; Iri the winter of 1749-50, 
he composed, for'Drury Lane, 
Aifefe musical dramas, viz. Alfred, 
hy Mallet 5 Robin Hood, . by Men- 
^ez| and (^ueen Mab, June ;24, 
^76^ he was honoured with , the 



Isle of Wight, June 20, 1802; 
having published, in 1793, two 
8vo.,vols. of poems, including, 

1. Comala. D. P. 

in 1794, The Thymbriad, and 7V- 
lemachiis, poems ; and subsequent 
to these, 

2. Maximian* Trag. 8vo. 1 800. 

3. Theodora, Trag. 8vo. 1800. 
Bur ROUGH BS, Mr. Of this 



<*egree of Doctor in Music, by the author we can give no account, 
diversity of Oxford. He has pub- but that his name appears in the 



&W& The Resent Stat^ (jf Mu^ 
^,'lnFrancey Italy, tlie ^ethet'^ 
^is, HoUarld, and Germany* HiS: 
principal literary productions, how- 
ever, are, A General History of 
l^usic, in 4 vols. 4to. ; An Account 
rf the Musical Performances, in 
Cofhmenioration of Handel i and 
^€p\oirs of Metasta^o, , He has 



book of the Stationers* Company, 

4th of Sept. 1646, as the author 

of one play, whiph was never 

printed, called 

. The Fatal Friendship, 

,. Burton, Philippina, wasan 

^tress, one if not two seasons, at 

the Theatre in the Haymarket j 

and produced one play-acted the 
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a/lh of April 1770, for her own 
benefit, with very little success, 
though as much as it deserved, 
called 

Fashion displayed^ C. N. P. 

BusHE, Amtas, A.m. F.R.S. 
Of this gentleman we know no- 
thing more than that he is the au- 
thor of one dramatic piece, not 
intended for the stage, entitled, 

Socrates. Dram. Poem. 4 to. 

Butler, Samuel, was born 
at Strensham, in Worcestershire, 
1612. He lived some time, though 
it is not known in what capacity, 
with Sir Samuel Luke, a gentle- 
man of an ancient family in Bed- 
fordshire, and a famous commander 
under Oliver Cromwell, While he 
resided in this gentleman's family, 
it is ^nerally supposed that he 
planned, if he did not write, the 
celebrated Hudibras i uoder which 
character it is thought he intended 
to ridicule that knight. When 
this poem became known, it was 
necessarily admired : the King 
quoted, the courtiers studied, and 
the whole party of the royalists 
applauded it. Every eye watched 
for the golden shower which was 
to fall upon the author. But 
praise was his whole reward. It 
is reported, indeed, that the King 
•nee gave him three hundred gui- 
neas; but ofthis temporary bounty 
we find no proof. He died Sept. 
25, I68O, and was buried at the 
private expense of a Mr. Longue- 
viUe, of the Temple, in the 
churchyard of Covent Garden. 
About sixty years- afterwards, Mr. 
Barber, a printer, lord mayor of 
London, and a friend to Butler's 
principles, bestowed on him a mo- 
nument m Westminster Abbey. In 
the mist of obscurity passed the 
life of Butler, a man whose name 
can only perish with bis language. 
4 
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The mode and place of his educa- 
tion are unknown J the events of 
his life are variously related j and 
all that can be told with certainty 
is, that he was poor .'—Among 
other papers in his commion place 
book' was found 

Nero, Trag. Unfinished. 

Butt, George, D. D. was 
born at Lichfield, December 20, 
1741, and received the rudiments 
ti his education in the grammar- 
school at Stafibrd; from thence 
he was sent to Westminster school, 
where he distinguished himself by 
his poetical compositions, and his 
public speaking, and at length be- 
came captain of the schqpl. From 
Westminster he was, in 176O, 
chosen student of Christ Churchy 
Oxford. In 1765 he was ordain- 
ed deacoua, and appointed curate 
of Leigh, in Staffordshire. In 
i771> he was presented, by Sir 
Edward Winnington, of Stanford 
Court, Worcestershire (to whose 
son he had been long tutor), to 
the rectory of Stanford, and the 
vicarage of Clifton, in Worcester- 
shire. Here, besides composing 
many excellent poems and ser- 
mons, he exercised his genius in 
dramatic, composition. In 1777* 
he proposed to bring on the* stag^ 
a tragedy which he bad written, 
called 

Timoleon^ 
but, by the opinion of Mr. G^- 
rick, it was not put into perform- 
ance. In tjhe year 1778, the 
Bishop of Bristol presented Dr. 
Butt with the. living of New* 
church, in the Isle of Wights 
which, in 1783, he exchanged 
for that of Notgrove, in Glouces- ' 
tershire. In the same year he wat 
appointed one of the chaplains iu 
ordinary to 'His Majesty. In 1787# 
he was presented to the valuable^ 
vicarage of Ki4d^ri3iinsterj wher«. 
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he was attacked by a stroke of the 
palsy, on the 30th of June 1795. 
He was brought home to his fa- 
mily at Stanford, and died there 
on the 30lh of September, in the 
same year. His sermons display 
a rare originality of conception, 
an inexhaustible richness of ideas, 
and an animated flow of words. 
In his poetry be seems to have 
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taken Milton and Dryden for hiS 
models. 

Byeulby, Johk Sgott^ A 
native of Rippon> of this name 
(who has writtea two or three 
novels, compiled a volume of ama- 
tory poems, and translated Ma- 
chiavel's Prince), published, under 
the name of John Scott Ripon, 

Buonaparte, Dram.Svo. X80S. 
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v^. J. These two letters are pre- 
fixed to a comedy, entitled. 

The Two Merry Milkmaids. 4to. 
1620; 

but *« I cannot (says Mr. Baker) 
" either from these letters, from 
** the date, or from any other cir- 
"cumstance belonging to this 
" piece, attribnte it to any known 
"author.". — We would submit, 
38 a mere probable conjecture, 
whether these initials might not 
mean John Cooke, author of 
Green's Tu Quoque? 

'C. J. The same letters are sub- 
scribed to the dedication of 

The Modem RecetpL C. 12mo^^ 
1739. 

C. R. These letters stand in 
the title-page to a translation of a 
Latin play, written by R, Ruggles, 
entitled. 

Ignoramus, C. 
translated by R. C. who is there 
said to have been some time ma**- 
ter of arts in Magdalen College, in 
Oxford ; and w\icb letters Coxeter, 
« a MS. note, ' explains to stand 
fdr Robert Cbdi^ington. 

The writers, however, have 
ifiade a strange jumble of errors in 

vox,. I. 
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regard to this translator and the 
author of an historical play, called 

Alphonsus, King af Jrragon, 
Langbaine and Gildon having 
equally run into the error of ascrib- 
ing both these plays to the same 
'author ; with this only difference^ 
that the first has distinguished his 
name by the letters R. CX and the 
latter by those of R. G. Bot as 
the date of publication of these 
two pieces has a difference of lap- 
wards of sixty years, Alphomiis be- 
ing published in 1599, and Ignora" 
mus not till 16(52, it is not very 
probable that they should both be 
the work of one person. We have 
therefore thought it most reason- 
able to follow the authority of 
I>angbaine, as explained by Coxe- 
ter, for the translator of the latter; 
and tliat of GildOn, with whick 
Jacob likewise acquiesces, for the 
author of the former. 

CALFHH.L, James, b native ef 
Shropshire. He was admitted at 
Oxford 1545, student of Christ 
Church 1548, A. M. 1552, second 
canon of Christ Church 15^j 
D. D. dean of Booking, and arch* 
deacon of Colchester, and nomi<« 
o 
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X)«ted- to -the see of Worcester, 
15/0, but died before consecra- 
tion. He wrote 

Progne, a tragedy, in Latin, 
1566', but whether it was ever 
printed is not known. He was 
also the author of, 1. A Latin 
f oetD on the Death of the Sons of 
the Duke of Suffolk^ of ihe.Sweat- 
ing Sickness, 155 1 . 2. ". Querela 
'^ Oxon. Acad, ad Cantabrigiam, 
*^ 1552," 4to. 3. " Hist. deEx- 
*' humationeCatharinaenuperUx- 
" oris Pet. Marty ris, 1562," 4to. 
He died in 15/0. Ant. Wood 
says, that " he was in his younger 
" days a noted poet and comedian j 
•' and in his elder, an exact dispu- 
*' tant, and had an excellent fa- 
*' culty in speaking and pceach- 
*' ing." 

Cambell, Mr. In Mears*s 
Catalogue this name is put to a 
play, which we believe was never 
printed, entitled 

The Rover reclaim* d -, or. The 
Man of Mode a Coxcomb, C. 

Camtion, Thomas, was a phy- 
sician in the reign of King James 
the First, and was the author of, 

1. A Mask, presented at White' 
hall on Twelfth Night, on the Mar- 
riage of Lord Hayes and theDaugh* 
hr and Heir of Lord Denny, 4to. 

1607. 

2. Entertainment given ly Lord 
Knowles, at Caw^ome House, near 
Reading y to Queen Anne, in her 
Progress to the Bath. 4to. I6l3. 

3. A Mask, presented at IVhite- 
hall on St. Stephen*s Night, on the 
Marriage of the Earl of Somerset 
and Lady Frances Howard, 4to. 
1614. 

CAPELt, Edward. This gen- 
tleman appears to have been of 
the county of Suffolk, and received 
his education at the school of Bury 
St. Edmonds. In the dedication 
»f his edition of Shakspeare to 



CAR 

the Duke of Grafton he obseiwe?, 
that his father and the grandfather 
9f his Grace were friends j and to 
the patronage of the deceased no- 
bleman he owed the leisure which 
enabled him to bestow the atten- 
tion of twenty years on that work. 
He was deputy-inspector of plays, 
a situation of some profit^ and 
died Feb. 24, 178I. He (with 
the assistance of Mr. Garrick) al- 
tered one play from Shakspeare, 
which was performed at Drury 
Lane, viz. 

Antony and Cleopatra, Hist. 
Play. 8vo. 1758. 

Since his death, his School of 
Shakspeare has been published, in 
three vols. 4to. 1783. 

Carew, Lady Elizabeth. 
This lady flourished in the reign uf 
King James L and must have been 
of distinction in her time 5 but 
from what family she was descend- 
ed, or what part of the kingdom 
claimed the honour of her bii tb, 
we have not been able to discover. 
We find, however, some of her 
contemporaries dedicating their 
works to her ; and she herself has 
\Vritten one dramatic piece, en- 
titled 

Mariam, the fair Queen of Jewry, 
Trag. 4to. 1613. 
Oldys, however, in his MS. notes 
on Langbaine, supposes her name 
should be spelt Cary, and that she 
was the wife of Sir Henry Cary. 

Carew, Thomas. This gen- 
tleman was descended from a \&ry 
ancient and honourable family of 
the name, whose establishment 
had long been in the county of 
IJeVon. -He flourished in the reign 
of King Charles L and was bro- 
ther to Matthew Carew, who, in 
the time of the rebellion, appeared 
to have been very strongly at- 
tached to the cause of that unfor- 
tunate prince. Our author re* 
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ceived the rudiments of his edu- 
cation in Corpus Christi College,, 
Cambridge; but it does not ap- 
pear that he either took any de^ 
gree there, or was even matricu- 
lated as a member. Afterwards, 
however, having greatly improved 

himself by travelling abroad, and yet, from a stanza relating to him 
by the conversation of ingenious in Sir John Suckling*8 Session of 
nen at home, he acquired a great i^ Poets, he appears to have been ' 
reputation for his wit and poetical thought a studied laborious writer; 

for, though that gentleman was his 
friend, and had much kindness for 
him, yet he could not help cha« 
racterizing him as follows ; 



'^ that license, and with the great* 
" est manifestation of Christianity 
'* that his best friends could de« 
" sire." 

He was very much esteemed 
and respected by his contemporary 
ppets, particularly by Ben Jonson : 



abilities; which being taken notice 
of at court, he was made a gen- 
tleman of the privy chamber, and 
»wer in ordii^ary to the King, with 
vhora he stood very high in fa»^ 
vour, insomuch that to the last he 
esteemed him as one of the most 
deserviog wits about his court : 
Wy, so favourable an opinion did 
he entertain of his abilities in that 
respect, that it was by His Ma- 
jesty's peculiar command that he 
undertook the only dramatic piece 



*' Tom Carbw was next, but he had a 

fault 
** That would not well stand with a 

laureat ; 
" His Muse was hide-bound, and the 

issue of 's brain 
« Was 3eldorn brought forth but with 

trouble and pain.* 



t» 



Of this author, however, we 



he appears to have written, and f gree in opinion with Mr. Head-^ 
vhich is entitled 

CcelumBritannicum, A Masque. 
4to. 1634. 

With a reference to which cir- 
cumstance he has prefixed to it the 
following modest distich : 

" Nin habet ingenium ; Casar itd juait ; 

habebo : 
*' Cur me poise negem^ pone quod ilU 

puiat r* 

Lord Clarendon observes, that 
'' he was a person of a pleasant 
"and facetious wit, and made 
" many poems (especially in the 
''amorous way), which, for the 
".sharpness of the fancy, and the 
"elegancy of th^ language in 
" which that fancy was spread, 
" vtrere at least equal, if 120C su- 
" perior, to any at that time : but 
"bb gldKy was, that, after fifty 
" fears of h» life, spent with less 
"severity or exactness than it 
' oughl to have been, h? died 

with th« greatest remorse for 



0t 



ley: *' Sprightly, polished, and 
'^ perspicuous, &yery part of hit ' 
*' works displays the man of sense, 
^' gallantry, and breeding; indeetl 
'^ many of his productions have a 
<^ certain happy finish, and betray 
'' a dextenty both of thought ana 
'^ expression, much superior to any 
'^ thing of his contemporaries, 
'^ and, on similar subjects, rarely 
** surpassed by his successors. Ca- 
'* rew has the ease without the 
** pedantryof Waller, and perhaps 
'' less conceit. He reminds us of 
** the best manner of I,«ord Lyt-* 
*' telton. Waller is too exclu* 
" sively considered as the first 
^' man who brought versification 
'^ to any thing like its present 
*' standar<|. Carew*s preftensiont 
*' to the same merit are seldotn 
" sufiiciently either considered of 
** allow^. Though love had long 
'' before softened us into civility, 
yet it was of ^ tribal, ostenti^ 
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'^ tiouSj tfnd romantic oast ; and, 
•*^ with a very few exceptions, its 
*< effects upoa composition were 
** similar to those on maimers. 
"' gouieUiing more ligbt, unaftect- 
** e<J, and alluring, was biill want- 
*' i»g} in pvery thing but sincerity 
*' of intention it was deficient. 
** Panegyric, declamatory aud nau* 
'«. ^^eoun, was rated by thos^e to 
•' whom addressed, on the prin- 
•' ctpk of Rubens's taste for 
«' beauty, by its quantity, iiot its 
•* eJegance. Satire, dealing in ran- 
*' cour rather than reproof, was 
' ' more inclined to lash than to laugh 
*' us out of our vices -, and near- 
•« ly counteracted bier intentions 
•< by her want of good manners. 
«*• Carew and Waller jointly began 
•* to 'rei>iedy these defects. In 
*• them, gallantry, for the 6rst 
** time, was accompanied by the 
*^ graces $ the fulsomeuess of pane- 
'*• gyfiQ forgot in its gentility, and 
*' the e^ of satire rendered keen- 
<^;er in proportion to its smooth- 
" «es8." 

Id Lloyd^s Wixrthies, Carew is 
tailed •' elaborate and. accurate." 
However the fact might be, the 
ii)ternal evidence of his poems 
says BO smch thing. Hume has 
properly remarked, that Wal- 
leir^s pieces ** aspire not to the 
'* sublime, still less to the pathe- 
** tic.** Carew, in his beautiful 
Masque, has given instances of the 
formcri and, in his £pitaph on 
Lady Mary Villiers, eminently of 
the latter. 
' Phillips says of Carew, that " he 
«' was reckoned among the chief- 
♦• cat of his time for delicacy of 
** wit and poetic fancy ; by the 
<^ strength of wluch bis extant 
*^ poems still maintain their feme 
''-aoudst the curious of the present 
«' age.*' 
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. He appears to have died in the 
year \63g, 

Care-x, Henry, was the ille- 
gitimate son of Greorge Savile, 
Marquis of Halifax ; from whom 
and from his family he received a 
handsome annuity to tlie time 
6f his death. It is said there were ' 
private reasons why he did not re- 
tain the name of Savile Jiiiuseli^ 
though he annexed it to the Chris- 
tian names of all the male part of 
his own family. He was a musi- 
cian by profession, and one of tlic 
lower order of poets : his first pre- 
ceptor in music was Ola us West- 
einson Linnert, a German ; he 
received further instructions from 
Roseingrave j and, lastly, was 
in some sort a disciple of Gemini- 
ani. Being but slenderly accom- 
plished in his art, his chief em- 
ployment was teaching at board-* 
ing-schools, and among people of 
middling rank in private families. 
Though he had but little skill in 
music, he had a prolific invention, 
and very early in his life distin- 
guished himself by the composition 
of songs, being the author both of 
the words and the music. One 
of these, beginning " Of all the 
*^ girls that are so smart," is said 
to have pleased Mr. Addison so 
much, that he more than onco 
vouchsafed to commend it. Biic 
the most successful effort in his 
art was the celebrated popular 
song of " God save great George 
" our Kiqg," of which both the 
words and melody were by him j 
the bass beting tlie composition oif 
Mr. John Smith. This was in- 
tended as part of a birth-day ode. 
He was also the principal projector 
of the fund for decayed musicians, 
their widows and children. 

However deficient Carey might 
be in genius in his proS^ssion^ be 
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was d fbrtnnate writer snd com- '^ was the first } with tbis diier* 

poser for the stage. The dramatic " ence, that io all the soogs hik} 

pieces which he produced were " poems written bjr him on wine, 

generally saccessful, and some of '' forehand such Ifmds of sab^ects, 

ihetn are still favonrablj received " he seems to have manifested an 

by the public. He was a man " inviolable regard for decency 

who possessed a good deal of low ** and good-manners.** 

humour ; and his poem called He wrote, 

Namty Pamby, in ridicule of Am- i . Hanging and Marriage ; or, 

brose Philips, was honoured by the The Dead Mans IFMing. Farce. 

approbation of Mn Pope, whose 12mo. 1/22. 

sei^timedts concemmg it were 2. Thti Contrivances, F. 12mo. 

meDtioned in terms of exaltation 1715. 

by the author several years before 3. JmeUa, O. 8vo. 1732. 

iiAS death. ^: Teraminta. O. Svo. 1732. 

As the qnalities that Carey was 5. Chrononholonthohgos, B. T. 

endowed with were soch as reri- Svo. 1734. 

<tered him an entertaining com- 6. The Wonder! An Honest 

puiion, it is no wonder he should Yoriskireman, Bal.Op. Svo. 1 73(5. 

fe, as lie frequently was, in straits. 7- The Dragon oftl^antley, Bnr- 

^ dierefore, ia his difficulties, ksque Op. Svo. 1737- 

bad recourse to his friends, whose S. Margery ; or, A worse Plague 

, bounty he experienced in sub- than the Dragon, Bnrlesqae Op. 

scriptions for the works which he Svo. 1/38. 

f^om time to time published, and 9- S^^tyt or. The Country Bump* 

^benefits at the theatre, where he lins, B. F. 1739- N. P. 

<wce, if not oftener, appeared cm 10. Nancy ; or. The Partimg 

Ae stage. He was, however, still Lovers. M. 1. Svo. 173$. [Af- 

tmbappy, though the canse of it is terwards broaght ont under tim 

Dot certainly known. It has been title of The Press-Gang.'} 

>t%8!ested by some to have been AU these, except No. 1 and 

occasioned by the malevolenee of No. g, were published by sob- 

Aose of his own profession; by scripfion in a 4to. volume, 1743, 

odiers, by domestic uneasiness 3 detficated to the Cauntess of Dal- 

aod soAie ascribe it chiefly to his keith. But m this collection, 

embarrassed circumstances. To No. S, kistead of Margery, 'n etf- 

whatever it was owing, his ca'- titled The Drag^ness, 

^istropde was shocking. In a fit Whmcop says he wrote a fercc 

fif dttpair, he bid violent hands called 

dlKHt binisdf, on the 4th of Oc- The Wife well numaged, 

tobcr 1743, ^ his house in Waf- We believe this is confbonded 

biar Street, Cddbiath^ffelds; and, with one of the same name by 

ly faemk cff a halter, put a period Mrs. Centlhrre. 

to a life which had been led uHtb- Carky, Haw^r Lucrus, Lord 

^txej^dach. Viscou3tTFALKLANi>. This learn- 

'* As a musician (Sir JohnHaW- ed nobleman, whom we find so 

" kins obferves) Carey seems -fo jtistly cetebcated by Mr. Cowley, 

•hive been of the first of the wbs the only son of Sir Lucius 

''Ibwest rank ; aiid as a poet, the Carey, the great Lord Falkland,, 

'' tail tfiat class of wlrich Dorfey who died gloriooaly tto th^ field of 

o3 
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*^ tiouSi ^nd romantic oast ; and, 
**^ with a very few exceptions, its 
*< effects upon cofiiposition were 
" similar to those on manners. 
"' Souiething more light, unaftect- 
** ed, and alluring, was still want- 
«' iog5 in pvery thing but sincerity 
*' of intention it w^s deficient. 
'* Pa*iegyric, declamatory aud nau- 
". «jeous., wa« rated by thos^e to . 
*' whoai addressed, on the prin- 
•' qipfe of Rubens's taste for 
" beauty, by its quantity, not its 
•< ejegance. Satire, dealipg in ran- 
«' cour rather than reproof, was 
' ' more inclined to lash than to laugh 
*' us out of our vices -, and near- 
•* ly counteracted her intentions 
*< by her want of good manners. 
**' Carew and Waller jointly began 
«* to 'rei>iedy these defects. In 
*• them, gallantry, for the 6rst 
** time, was accompanied by the 
" graces $ the fulsomeness of pane- 
"' g}'n6 forgot in its gentility, and 
'^ the e^ of satire rendered keen- 
"er in proportion to its smooth- 

" «€S8." 

Id Lloyd's WortlaeSj Carew is 
tailed '^ elaborate and. accurate." 
However the fact might be, the 
ii)ternal evidence of his poems 
s^ys no smch thing. Hume has 
properly remarked, that Wal- 
leir's pieces *' aspire not to the 
*' sublime, still less to the pathe- 
*^ tic.** Carew, in his beautiful 
Mas€|ue, has gt\Tn instances of the 
formcri and, in his. £pitaph on 
Lady Mary Villiers, eminently of 
the latter. 

- PhiUips says of Carew, that " he 
«^ was reckoned among tlie cbief- 
*• est of his time for delicacy of 
** wit and poetic fancy j by the 
*^ strength of wluch his extant 
*^ poems still maintain their fame 
''- amidst the curious of the present 
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. He appears to have died in the 
year I639. 

Care-x, Henry, was the ille- 
gitimate son of George Savile, 
Marquis of Halifax ; from whom 
and from his family he received a 
handsome annuity to tlie time 
6f his death. It is said there were • 
private reasons why he did not re- 
tain the name of Savile Jiiiuself, 
tliough he annexed it to the Chris- 
tian names o£ all the male part of 
his owp family. He was a musi- 
cian by profession, and one of the 
lower order of poets : his first pre- 
ceptor in music was Oiaus West- 
einson Lipnert, a German ; he 
received further instructions from 
Roseingrave j and, lastly, was 
in some sort a disciple of Gemini- 
ani. Being but slenderly accom- 
plished in his art, his chief em- 
ployment was teaching at board-* 
ing-schools, and among people of 
middling rank in private families. 
Though he had but little skill in 
music, he had a prolific invention, 
and very early in his life distin- 
guished hims^f by the composition 
of songs, being the author both of 
the words ^nd the music. One 
of these, beginning *' Of all the 
" girls that are so smart,*' is said 
to have pleased Mr. Addison so 
much, that he more than onco 
vouchsafed to commend it. But 
the most successful effort in his 
art was the celebrated popular 
song of " God save great George 
'* our KiQg,** of which both the 
words and melody were by him 5 
the bass beting tlie composition of 
Mr. John Smith. This was in- 
tended as part of a birth-day ode. 
He was also the principal projector 
of the fund for decayed musicians, 
their widows and children. 

However deficient Car^ might 
be in genius in hts proS^ssion^ be 



87 .. ' . 

CAR CAR 

player, although his powers of plause. Their titles are as fol- 

imitation were very considerable, low: 

He is the author of the following 1 . Deserving Favourite, T. C. 

dramatic perfornaauces : 4 to. 1620. 

l.Thelnoculator. C. 8VO.1766. 2, Jrviragus and PMlicia. T. C. 

2. The Cottagers, O. 8V0.1766. in two Parts. l2nio. I639. 

3. Lifer ty chastised', or, Patriot" ' 3. Passionate Lovers. T. C. in 
im in Chains. T. C. P. F. Svo. two Parts. 4to. 1655. 

1768. 4. Fool would be a Favourite. 

4. Shakspeares Jubilee. M. Svo. T. C. • Svo. I657. 

«769. 5. Osmond the Great Turk. T. 

5. 7V/e Old JVomen weather wise. Svo 1657. 

Int. Svo. 1770. 6. HeracUus. T. 4to. l664. 

6. T^(? Ma^ic Girdle. Burl. 4to. 7- Spartan Ladies. Com. Not 
1770- printed. 

7. 7%e Nutlrown Maid. C. O. The first six of these plays only, 
12mo. 1770. in general, are ascribed to this au- 

8. Noble Pedlar. Burl. 4to.l770. thor j as to the last-mentioned one, 
9' The Dupes of Fancy . F. Svo. it is named only in a catalogue at 

I?92. theend of an edition of Middleton's 

This child of genius, and of More Dissemblers besides Women. 

hereditary misfortune, was also But Winstanley, who has omitted 

the author oi Analects in Prose and the HeracUus y which undoubtedly 

^erse, chiefly dramatical, satirical, was Mr. Carlell's, has as errone- 

and pastoral, in 2 vols. 177^ > ^ ously attributed to him a tragedy^ 

Lecture on Mimicry, as it was de- written by Dr. Lodge, entitled 

livered, with great applause, at the Marius and Sylla (i. e. The 

theatres in Coven t Garden and the Wounds of Civil War). 

Hayraarket, &c. 1776 5 A Rural Carlilb, James, was a native 

Ramble, to which is annexed a of Lancashire, and, in the earlier 

Poetical Tag, or Brighthelmstone parts of his life, followed the pro- 

Guide, in 1777 9 ^nd Balnea; be- fession of a player; but after- 

ing sketches of the different water- wards, preferring the active stage 

ing-places in England, in 1799* o^ the real world to the feigned 

He wrote besides a great variety affairs of the theatrical one, and 

of songs j in which, like his fa- choosing rather to be, than to per- 

ther too, he never once trespassed sonale, a hero, he quitted that em- 

on decency and good-manners. . ployment, and took up arras in 

Carlbll, Lodowick. This the defence of his country's reli- 

gehtleman was a courtier, who gion and liberties, in the Irish wars, 

lived in the reigns both of King under King William III. to which 

Charles the First and Second, glorious cause he resigned hinaself 

He had various places at court, a willing sacrifice, dying in the bed 

being gentleman of the bows to • of honour, at the famous battle of 

King Charles 1. groom of the Aughrim, on the 11th of July 

King's and Queen's priv}' chap- 1691. He left behind hini one 

ber, and served the Clueen Mother dramatic piece, which had been 

many years. He wrote several well received, entitled 

dramatic pieces, roost of which Th^ fortune Hunters, C. 4to, 

veiift acted with' copsiderable ap- 1689. 

04 
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Carlisle, Earl OF. SceHowi- *^ travelled, in bis raw, grecne, 
AR^i Frederic. *' and ignorant Yeares, beyond the 

Carpenter, Richard. This *' Seas j and studied in Flanders, 
author was born about the begin- " Artois, France* Spain, Italy, and 
ning pf King James I.*s reign, '' atlength received Orders in Rome 
and Kved till towards the end of " by the Hands of the Pope's Sub- 
Charles II.'s, being alive at Ayles- ^^ stitute : and was sent by the 
bury, in Bucks, in I670. He re- '* Pope inio England to pervert 
ceived his first rudiments of edu- ^' Soules, where he preached and 
cation at Eton School, from whence '' laboured, in that perverse Way, 
he wa& removed to Cambridge, and ^' the Space of a Yeare, and up- 
was elected a scholar of ICing's *' wards : and is now at last, by 
College in that university, anno " the speciall Favour pf God, re^ 
1023. Here he stayed two or three '' cpnciled to the faire Church of 
years J after which he not only ^<^ Christ in England," 8vo. 1642;- 
quitted that, but also his country^ containing many curious anec-^ 
and friends, went abroad, and dotes of himself and the Romaa 
studied in Flanders, France, Spain, Catholics. On his return to Eng- 
and Italy, and at length took or- land, he again became a Protest-r 
ders in the Romish cjiurch from ant 5 but revolted once more be- 
the hands of the Pope's substitute fore his death to popery, in which 
at B^^ome, and, becoming a monk persuasion he died. Anth.aWood, 
of the Eenedictine order, was soon who was personally acquainted with 
after sent into England, in order him, says of him* '' that he .was 
to gain proselytes. But he had '< a fantastical man, that changed 
scarcely been a year azvd a half in '^ his mind with his clothes ; and 
this employment before he re- *' that for his juggles and tricks in 
turned' to the Protestant religion, *' matters of religion he was es*- 
and accepted of the vicarage of ^^ teemed a theological mounta- 
Poling, near Arundel Castle, ia ** bank." And indeed the account 
Sussex, pn which account he re- already given of his leaviiu;^ both 
ceived many affronts from the Ro- country and religioa* of his i;sh 
mish priests who resided in those turning to theixi both, and agaiti- 
parts ; notwithstanding which^ ia forsaking them]» seems perfectly 
the time of the civil war, he went to jilsti^ th^t character of him. 
over to Paris,, and there com- (See Jthm* Oxomensa^ va(* i. 
menced a railer against the Pro- p. 439.) 

testants. On his ntst conversion He has moreover left behind 
ftom popery, he published, by or- him one dramatic piece^^ whitE^, 
der of the House of Commons, a from its very title, conveys to us^ 
volume entitled ** Experience^His- an idea of its having, h/een written^ 
^ torie,andDivinitie. Divided into by one who, if not an enthusiast^ 
** five Books. A^ritten by Richard must at least have been a warnir 
** Carpenter, Vicar of Poling, a con trover list in religion, since hot 
^ small and obscure Village by the pould be induced to make sucl^ 
«* Sea-side, neere to Arundel, in controversy the basis of a wor)c» 
" Sussex J who being first a Scholar which, notwilhstandmg the pro* 
of Eaton College, and afterwards priety of blending instruction will^ 
a Student in Cambridge, forsooke amusement in the si]^perstrQctareii^ 
the Ui^versity, and immediately^ is ever expected to hpe ita fipund^ 
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ation laid in the latter. It is 
called 

The Pragmatical Jesuit new lea- 
vened. C. 4to. N. D. 
and is said in the title-page to be a 
play tending to morality and vir- 
tue. To this comedy his picture 
is prefixed, in a lay habit j where- 
as betore another work, published 
by him^ he is represented as a 
formal clergyman, and with a very 
grave and mortified countenance. 

Caru, Rev. Dr. John. This 
author deservedly acquired great 
reputation as master of the school 
at Hertford, and by a happy trans- 
lation of Lucian, He likewise 
published several poems and other 
piece^ and was said to be the 
writer of one play, viz. 

Epponina, D. E. 8vo 1765. 
He died July 6, I8O7, aged 76. 

CAfifij Robert, while at West- 
minster School, joined with Sa- 
muel Hayes in writing one play> 
called 

Eugenia. T. 8vo. 1766. 
Carr, Sir John, Knt. was bred 
to the law ; but a delicate state of 
health obliged him to relinquish 
the profession, and to have re*> 
coarse to travel. This at once 
tended to strengthen bis constitu- 
tioo, and enlarge his knowledge 
of the world. Being a man of 
observation and research^ be turn- 
ed his time to account, by record- 
ing the occurrences of his several 
tours, in France, Hollan4> Ger- 
xnany, Sweden, Ireland, &c. and 
afterwards giving them to the pub- 
lic, in several volumes, which dis- 
play,iii a style of agreeable yivacity^ 
much good-nature, liberality, and 
Benevolence. His Stranger jn Ire' 
landt we believe, procured him 
the honour of knighthood from the 
Lord Lieutenant. Sir John> be- 
sides faaviog published several po- 



em.9, clainis a place in this ^ork 
as auti'or of 

The Sea-side Hero. D. 8va 
1804. 

Carr, . This writer, a 

pertbrmer in the York and Hull 
company, is the author of, 

1. St. Margaret's Cave. Play. 
1805. N. P. 

2. The Towers of Urlandine, 
Play. Not printed. 

Carter, J. Of this person 
we can learn BOthing, but that he 
wrote 

Alberta. T. 8vo. 1787. 

CaRTWRIGHT, G£0RG£. Of 

this gentleman we know no more 
than that he lived at Fulham, 
and has obliged the world with one 
play, entitled 

The Heroic Lover. Trag. Svo* 
1661. 

Langbaine has omitted anymeii<» 
tion of this piece or its author. 

Cartwrioht,William. Theie 
is somedegree of contest anx>ngthd 
biographers concerning the plactt 
of Uiis author*s nativity, and the 
name of his father ; Lloyd, in bit 
Memoirs, declaring him to be tho 
son of Thomas Cartwright, of Bur- 
ford, in Oxfordshire, and bom 
Aug. 16, 1615. Whereas Wood^ 
in his Athen» Oxon. (which, we 
must confess, we take to b^ tbo 
better authority), tells us, that 
he was bom at North way, near 
Tewksbury, in Gloucestershire, ii| 
September 161I, and that hitfe- 
ther*s name was William; and 
add8> that the father, having dis- 
sipated a fair inheritance he knew 
not how, was at last rednced to 
turn innkeeper at Cirencester. Bj 
this way of life, however, it ii 
probable he healed his brokeil 
fortune, as we find him a ft c i wardi 
bestowing a liberal education oH 
bis son, who bei]% a lad of af pro? 
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Ittishig genius, he procured him liest account of his birth, he cotiM 
first to be initiated into leartiing but have entered into his thirty-^ 
by Mr. Topp, master of the free- third year (and the publisher of 
school at Cirencester : from thence his poems says, as Wood also im- 
he was removed to Westminster, plies, that he died at thirty), he 
as a King*s scholar, and studied was most universally lamented 3 
under the learned Dr. Osbaldiston ; and even the King and Queen, who 
from thence, in 1()28, he went to werethen at Oxford, showed much 
the university of Oxford, where anxiety during his illness, and 
he was chosen a student of Christ- were greatly afflicted at his death, 
church, and placed under the care The character given of him by 
of Mr. Tarrent. Here he pur- the writers of his time is almost 
sued his studies with unwearied beyond belief. Ben Jonson, who 
diligence and rapidity, went through gave him the title of his son, va- 
the classes of logic and philosophy, hied him so highly, that he said of 
took the degrees of bachelor and him, My son Cartwright writes 
roaster of arts, entered into holy all like a man. The editor of his 
orders, in which he soon became works applies to him the saying of 
eminent for his preaching, and was Aristotle concerning iEschron the 
made metaphysical reader, in the poet, that he could not tell what 
room of Nlr. Thomas £arlow> of ^Eschbon could not do. Lang- 
Queen's College, who afterwards baine says of him, that " he was 
became Bishop of Lincoln. In *' extremely remarkable both for 
this office also he acquired great ** his outward and inward endow- 
rcputation, both for his literary '' ments; his body being as hand- 
knowledge and his oratorical en- " some as his soul. He was an 
dowments. " expert linguist, understandiiig 

In l642> he was promoted to the *' not only Greek and Latin, but 

place of succentor to the cathedral '' French and Italian, as perfectly 

of Salisbury j and on the 12th of " as his mother-tongue. He was 

April 1643, was elected junior '* an excellent orator, and yet an 

proctor of the university. Vet, as *^^ admirable poet ; a quality which 

if be had in so short a period run ** Cicero with all his pains could 

the full race of learning, and reach- " not attain to ; nor was Aristotle 

cd the g^al of perfection, beyond *^ less known to him than Cicpro 

which he could go no further, he ** and Virgil.*' 
was taken out of this world on the In a word, he was of so sweet 

$9th of November following, 1643, a disposition, and so replete with 

by a malignant fever which then all virtues, that he was beloved 

reigned at Oxford, was known by of all learned men that knew 

the name of the camp disease, and him, and admired by all strangers, 

was fatal to numbers besides. And when, after his death, his 

No man perhaps ever acquired plays and poems were published 

an earlier fame than this amiable together, 8vo. 165^^ we find them 

yovuh, or, leaving the world at a accompanied by above fifty copies 

time of life when men in general of verses, written by the naost 

begin but to be known, had ob- eminent wits of the university ; 

tained so universal a homage to his every one being desirous to appear 

memory from his contemporaries: in the number of his friends, and 

for though, according to the ear- tP give public testimony to the 
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world of the value tl»ey had for 
Li8 memory. John Leigh, £sq. 
addressing Cartwrighi*s hookseller 
(Mr. Mosely), says, after having 
commended many oiher poets 
whose works Mr. M. had pub- 
iisbed, 

" But, after all, thou bring*st up in the 

fear 
" One that fil's every eye, and everj*^ ear, 
*' Cartwri^ht, rare Canwright, to whom 

all mus: bow, 
'* That was best preacher, and best poet 

too; 
" Whose learned fohcy never was at rest, 
** but always labounng,yet labourM least: 
** Hb wit *s immort^Ll, and shall honour 

have, 
" While there *s or slavish lord, or Royal 

Sltive,*' 

tt is impossible, however^ to 
close bis character with any thing 
stronger or more concise than the 
n^ention made of him by the 
learned and pious Dr. Fell, Bishop 
of Oxford, who said of him, 
'* Cartwright was the utmost man 
" could come to:* See Biog. Brit, 
art. Cartwright {WiliiamJ. 

His dramatic pieces are only 
four, viz. 

1. Rfyyal Slave, T. C. 4to. 
1639; 8vo. 1^1. 

3. Lady ErrajU. T. C. 8vo. 
1651. 

3. Ordinary. C. 8vo. 1651. 
Id Dodsley*s Collection. 

4. Siege. T. C. 8vo. 1651. 

In the edition, l65l, of Cart- 
wright's Poems and Plays, there 
are some verses wanting in the 
copy on the death of Sir B. Gre- 
vill, p. 303 5 the deficiency may 
besupplied from a copy published, 
with many others on the same oc- 
casion, at Oxford, printed in 1644 ) 
they are there signed W. C. the 
initiak of Cartwright's name. 

Caryl, John, was probably a 
Sus^x-man, and of the Roman 
jC^tl^lic persuasion. lie was se- 
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cretary to Queen Mafy, the wifij 
of James the Second, and one who 
foliowed tlie fortunes of his abdi- 
cated master. For his attachment 
to this king he was rewarded by 
hiiD, first, with the honour of 
knidnhoodj and afterwards with 
the honorary titles of Earl Caryl, 
Baron Dartford. How long he 
continued in the service of James 
is unknown \ but he was in £ng« 
land in the reign of Queen Anne, 
and recommended the subject of 
Mr. Pope's Rape of the Lock to 
that author, who, on its publici- 
tiou, addressed it to him. He was 
alive in IJlJ, and at that time 
must have been a very old man. 
See tliree of his letters in Additiom 
to Pope, vol. ii. p. 114. He wrote, 

1. The English Princess; or. 
The Death of Richard the Third. 
Trag. 4to. 1667. 

2. Sir Salomon ; or. The Cea^ 
tious Coxcomb, C. 4to. I671. 

Carysfort, £arl of. See 

PROBY. 

Cavenhish, William, Dxtks 
ofNewcastlb. This noble ao* 
thor, who was justly esteemed one 
of the most finished gentlemen, as 
well as the most distinguished ge^ 
neral and statesman, of the age be 
lived in, was the son of Sir Charlet 
Cavendish, whose father was Si|f 
William Cavendish, end bis eld^ 
brother the first Earl of Devon- 
shire of that family^ His mother 
was Catharine, daughter of Cuth-* 
bert. Lord Ogle. He was bom in 
1592 ; and his father, who disco* 
vered in him, even from infancy, 
a great quickness of genius, and a 
strong propensity to literature, took 
care to improve those advantages, 
by procuring for him the best 
iQasters in every science. 

His course of education being 
early completed, he appeared ^t 
court with so high a reputation fyt 
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abilities, as drew on him the pe- 
culiar attention and regard of King 
James I. who, at the creation of 
Henry, Prince of Wales,- in 16*10, 
made him a Knight of the Bath $ 
And, in 1620, his father having 
been dead three years, by whose 
decease he became possessed of a 
large estate, he was created a peer, 
by the title of Baron Ogle and Vis- 
count Mansfield, which titles were 
afterwards further ennobled in the 
third year of King Charles I/s 
reign, by the addition of that of 
Lord Cavendish of Bolsover, and 
the still higher one of Earl of New- 
castle-upon-Tyne. 

The' high favour, however, in 
which his Lordship stood at court, 
excited the jealoasy of the minis- 
ters, and more particularly of the 
favourite Duke of Buckingham j 
notwithstanding which, his Lord- 
ship preserved the King's affection 
towards him in so perfect a degree, 
that, in 1638, His Majesty gave 
the strongest testimony of his con- 
fidence, both in his abilities and 
honour, by assigning him the very 
Important office of governor to the 
Prince of Wales. In l63g, when 
the troubles broke out in Scotland, 
the King being obliged, not only 
to assemble an army in the north, 
but also to put himself at the head 
of it, which was an expedition 
that could not but require immense 
stirtis, and that at a time when the. 
royal finances were extremely low, 
his Lordship, in demonstratioi^ of 
his areal and loyalty, not only con- 
tributed ten thousand pounds to 
the treasury, but also raised a 
ttoop of horse, consisting of about 
two hundred knights attd gentle- ' 
men, who served at their own 
charge, and were incorporated un- 
der thb title of the Princess troop j 
o^-which occasion a very remark- 
able instance was given of how far 



his loyalty, however it might esta- 
blish him in the King's esteem, 
continued to give umbrage to those 
who were desirous of a superior in- 
fluence at court : and, as his Lord- 
ship's behaviour on the occasion 
was such as exalted his reputa- 
tion, at the same time that it con- 
siderably lessened that of a rival, 
we shall take the liberty of relating 
the story in this place. 

In the number of those who 
looked with an envious eye on tho 
particular distinctions shown to our 
author by the King, was the Earl 
of Holland, at that time general in 
chief of the horse. He was a man 
remarkably selfish in his temper, 
and of a disposition, although his 
courage had never before been sus- 
pected, rather cunning and pene- 
trating, than brave or open. The 
troop which the Earl of Newcastle 
had raised was, as we have before 
observed, called the Prince's; but 
was commanded by the Earl him- 
self, in person, as its captain. 
When the army drew near Ber- 
wick, the Earl sent Sir WilKam 
Carnaby, his aid-de-camp, to Lord 
Holland, to know where his troop 
should march ; whose answer wa6, 
Next after the troops of the genercU 
officers. The Earl on this seiit 
again to represent, that hating the 
honour to march under the Prmc^s 
colours, he thought it not hecovning 
for hint to give place to any of tlie 
officers of the field. The genera), 
however, repeated hiis orders with 
great peremptoriness, which ^thte 
Earl of Newcastle, therefore, obey- 
ed, taking no further notice of it 
at that time than by ordering the 
Prince's colours to be taken d£f fbs 
staff, and marching without any. 
But, as soon as ever the service 
was over, he sent the Earl <^ Hol- 
land a challenge, which his Lord- 
ship accepted, ad4 agreed' to tfo 
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time and place of meeting; to 
vhich, however, when our author 
came, he found not his antagohist, 
but his second. The affair had 
been disclosed to the King, by 
whose authority, according to Lord 
Clarendon, the matter was com- 
posed 3 but not without leaving an 
imputation in the minds of many^ 
of some want of personal bravery 
ill Lord Holland. 

But though in this contest he 
had apparently the advantage, yet, 
as it convinced him, in concur- 
rence with other circumstances^ 
how hard the ministerial faction 
wns inclinable to bear upon him, 
and being unwilling to give His 
Majesty any trouble about himself, 
he voluntarily resigned the place 
of governor to the Prince, and re- 
I tired into the country, where he 
I remained quiet till he received the 
j King's orders to revisit Hull, which 
iraportant fortress, and all thema- 
; gazines that were in it, he olibred 
to His Majesty to have secured for 
him } but . when, instead of re- 
ceiving directions for that purpose, 
he found his instructions were to 
obey the orders of the Parliament, 
he dropped his design, and ouce 
more retired into the country. 

Here he remained totally inac- 
tive, till the flame of civil war 
being kindled to such a blaze that 
it would have appeared cowardice 
to continue longer so, he engaged 
ill the royal cause, and accepted ut 
a commission for the raising men 
to take care of the town of New- 
castle, and the four adjacent coun- 
ties ; in which he was so expedi- 
tious and successful, that His Ma- 
jesty constituted him general and 
commander in chief of all the 
forces raised north of Trent, and 
also of those that inight be levied 
in many of the southern counties, 
with a most; extiaordinary pleni- 
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potent lary power of conferring the 
honour of knighthood, coining 
money, and printing and setting 
forth all such declarations as sliould 
to him appear expedient. Of all 
these extensive powers, however, 
his Lordship made a very sparing 
use, excepting that of raising men, 
which he pursued with such dili* 
gence, that in three months he had 
levied an army of eight thousand 
horse, foot^ and dragoons, with 
which he marched directly into 
Yorkshire, and, after defeating th^ 
enemy at Pierce Bridge, advanced 
to York, the governor of which 
city surrendered up the keys to 
him. 

During the course of the civil 
war, the Earl of Newcastle waa 
very successful, having m(Mie than 
once defeated Geperal Fairfax, and 
even gained several important forts 
and battles. For which service 
King Charles, in the year l643, 
advanced him to the dignity of 
Marquis of Newcastle ; but when, 
in 1644, through the precipitancy 
of Prince -Rupert, His Majesty*s 
forces received a total defeat at 
Marston Moor, in which the Mar- 
quises infantry were cut to pieces, 
this nobleman, finding the King's 
affairs in that part of the kingdom 
irretrievably ruined, made the best 
of his way to Scarborough^ and 
from thence, with a few of the 
principal officers of his army, em- 
barked for Hamburgh. After 
staying for about six months at 
that place, he went by sea to Am- 
sterdam, and from thence took a 
journey to Paris, where he rparried 
and resided some time. He. after- 
wards removed to Antwerp, ^where 
he passed the remainder of bis ex- 
ile, during whicli he underwent a 
variety of misfortunes and distress, 
his circumstances being a^ some 
times so bad^ that the X)ut(^es« 
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kerself, ia the life she has written death, he had caused to be erected 

ofherbusbandjConfesses they were to the memory of his Dutchess, 

both reduced to the necessity of The monument is all of white 

pawning iheir clothes for subsist- marble, but adorned with two pil- 

ence. For, although his estates in lars of black marble, with enta- 

Bnglaiid were valued at upwards blatures of the Corinthian order, 

of twenty thousand pounds per embellished with arms, as is the 

annum, they were left entirely pedestal with various trophy works, 

at the mercy of the Parliament, whereon are two images of white 

wholevied immense sums on them, marble, excellently well carved. 

Yet, notwithstanding all these and in full proportion, in a cum- 
severities of fortune, during the bent posture, representing the 
^arse of a sixteen years banish- Duke and Dutchess. 
mctit, he never lost his spirit, but With respect to this nobleman's 
retainedhis vigour 10 the last, re- public character it will be need- 
crniting his natural vivacity by less to add any thing to what has 
the sprightly conversation of his been already said. In regard to his 
lady, the frequent company of the private one, some of his histo- 
youngKiivg, who made hi.n Knight rians have seemed to condemn hirn 
€f the Garner, and a full prepos- for a profuseness and a passion for 
session that the clouds, which then magnificence, which sometimes 
overhung his own fortunes and had too great a tendency to the 
those of his country, would at encouragement of luxury and dis-r 
length be dispersed by the King's sipation, of which they produce as 
lesloralion. In this his Lordship instances the two sumptuous en- 
proved a true prophet; for the tertainments which he gave to 
gloomy period at length came to King Charles I. at his seat atWeU 
an end, and the Marquis returned beck, the expenses of which, ac- 
to his own country with his Sove- cording to the Dutchess's own 
ceign ; whereafter being, by let- computation, must have amounted 
ters patent, dated March 16, J 664, to upwards often thousand pounds^ 
created Earl of Ogle and Duke of And others, of the graver kind, 
Newcastle, his Grace withdrew to have censurcid him for too strong 
a happy country retirement, where an attachment to poetry and the 
he spent the evening of his days in polite arts, in which, however, 
calm repose, and in the indulgence they iiave done no honour to the 
of those studies, with which he delicacy of their own taste. It is 
was the most affected. ceiiain, indeed, that this noble 

At length, after a life of great personage was, from his earliest 

action and great variety, having youth, celebrated for his love of 

attained to the highest honours, the Muses, that he had a true taste 

and deservedly purchased the fiiir- for the liberal arts, was ever de- 

est reputation, this truly Noble lighted with having men of genius 

Lord took his flight to a better about him, and took a singular 

world, on the 25th D«:e. 16/6, in pleasure in rescuing necessitous 

his 84th year, and lies interred in merit from obscurity. Shad well 

We/5tminster Abbey, against the says of him, that he was the 

screen of the cha[^l of St. Michael, greatest master of wit, the most 

under a most spacious and noble exact observer of mankind, and 

(oml^, which, a little before his the aiost accurate judge of bu^- 
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mour, that ever be knew. In a 
word, he was truly the Maecenas 
of King Charles I.'s reign : but it 
doe« not appear that, in, the busy 
scenes ot life, his Lordship suffer- 
ed his thoughts to stray so far from 
his employment as to turn author. 
In his exile, indeed, being ex- 
tremely fond of the breaking and 
managing horses, than which there 
cannot be a more manly exercise, 
though, in our delicate age, almost 
entirely left to grooms and jockies, 
he thought fit to publish his senti- 
ments on those subjects, in that 
very pompous work printed in his 
oame, and which is still held in 
high esteem. . He also, for the 
amusement of some leisure hours, 
applied himself to dramatic poe- 
try, the produce of which cannot 
but give us a strong idea of his 
fortitude and cheerRilness of tem- 
per, even under the greatest diffi- 
cuhies, b'mce, though written du- 
ring his banishment, and in tjie 
midst of depression and poverty, 
all (be pieces he has left us in that 
way of writing are of the comic 
kind. Their titles are, 

1. The Country Captain, Com. 
12mo. 1649. 

2. Farit'ty. Com. 12mo. l64g, 
Hyde, in the Catalogue of the 

Bodleian Library, ascribes these 
f)lays to Nic. Murford. 

Z. Triumphant Widow. Com. 
4to. 16/7. 
• 4. Humorous Lovers. Com. 4to. 

1677. 
Jacob and Whincop also ascribe 

to him a play, called. The Exiles 
but this is only a blunder of Ja- 
cob's, instead of Variety. 

His Grace had been twice mar- 
ried, but had issue only by his tirst 
lady. His titles descended to his 
•on Henrjr, Earl of Ogle, who was 
the lastiieir male of his family^ 



C A V 



and who dying without issue, io 
1691, the title of Newcastle, in the 
line of Cavendish^ became ex- 
tinct. 

Cavendish, Margaret, Dut* 
CHES6 OF Newcastle. This 
fantastic lady, as Mr. Wal pole calls 
her, was bom in St. John's, near 
Colchester, in Essex, about the lat- 
ter end of the reign of King James 
the First, and was the youngest 
daughter of Sir Charles Lucas, a 
gentleman of great spirit and for^* 
tune, who died when she was very 
young. Her mother was repiark- 
ably careful in the edcuation of 
this and her other daughters, giv- 
ing them all the polite accomplish- 
ments in which young ladies are 
generally instructed ; as needle- 
work, dancings music, and learn* 
ing the French tongue. 

In 1643, she obtained l^ve of 
her mother to go to Oxford, where 
the Court then resided, and was 
made one of the maids of honour 
to Henrietta Maria, the royal con- 
sort of King Charles the First. 
And when the Queen was forced 
to leave England and go to her 
native country, she attended her 
thither. At Pari^ she met with 
tlie Marquis of Newcastle, then a 
widower, who admiring her per- 
son, disposition, and ingenuity, was 
married to her in that place, in 
1645. From Paris they went to 
Rotterdam, where they resided sit 
months. From thence they re- 
turned to Antwerp, where they 
settled and continued during their 
exile ; choosing it as the most plea«> 
sant and quiet place to retire to, 
and enjoy the remainder of their 
ruined fortunes. She proved a 
most agreeable companion to the 
Marquis, in this his melancholy 
recess, as well by her writings as 
conversation, as appears by tb^ 
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many compUments and addresses eontains the following perform— 

which he made to her on those ances, viz. 

occasions. 1. Lovers Adventures, 

She came into England in order • 2. The Second Pari of Lwe9 

to obtain some of the Marquis's Adventures. 

lents, to supply their pressing ne- 3. The Several Wits, C. 

ccssities^ and pay the debts they 4. Youths Glory and Deaths 

bad C(»itiucted there; and accord* Banquet. T. Parti, 

isgly weut with Lord Lucas, her 5. The Second Part of Yauth^s 

brother, to Goldsmith Hall, bat Glory and Death's Banquet. 

could not procure a grant to re* 6. The Lady Contemplation^ p. T.^ 

ceive one penny out of the Mar- 7. The Lady Contemplation^p.il, 

quts*s vast inheritance : and had 8. Wit's Cabal, part J. 

it not been for the seasonable ge* 9. Wit*s Qthetl, part II. 

nerosity of Sir Charles Cavendish, 10. The Unnatural Tragedy. 

they must have been exposed to 1 L The PubHc Wooing, C. 

extreme poverty. Having got a IZ. The Matrimonial Trouble. 

considerable sum from her own C. part I. 

and the Marquis's relations, she 13. The Matrimonial Tivuhle. 

returned to Antwerp, where she C. T. part II. 

continued with hex Lord till the 14. Naturt's Thru Daughters, 

restoration of KiQg Charles the Beauty, Love, and Wii, part I. 

Second; On this event the Mar- ^ 15. Natmre's Three Daughters, 

^ub returned to his naiive coun- Beauty, Love, and Wit^ part II. 

tiy, after sixteen years banishment, 1<5. The Religious. 

leaving his Lady behind to dispatch 17* The Comical Hash. 

his affairs, which she settled, and 18. Bell in CampOi parti, 

then followed him to Englax^,^ ig. Bell in Canrpo, part II. 

where she spetit the remainder of ' 20. Tka Apocryphal Ladies, C 

her Itfe entirely devoted to letters.' 21. The Female Academy. 

Slie died in London, in the year The foUowing vi'ere printed in 

11673, and was buried at West^ another volume, pubKslied 166S. 

«iinster, J?.n.7» 1673-4, where aa 22. TheCanvent of Pleasure. C. 

elegant monument was erected to 23. The Sociable Companwns', 

her memory. or. The Female Wits. C. 

Her person^ it fs said, was very .24. The Presence. C. 
graceful} her temper natmally re- 25. The Bridals. C. . 
^n^ed and shy ; and she seldom 26. The Blazing World. C. 
said much in company, especially The language and plots of her 
among strangers : was most inde- plays are original, whatever other 
&tigable in her studies, contem- merit they may be thought to want, 
pktions, and writings -, was truly In her general pix»logue the put- 
pious, charitable, and generous ; chess says : 

was an exxjellent ecoaomist, very « But, noble readers, do not think my 

kund to her servants, and a per- (A^a * 

feet pa^ern of conjugal love and ** Are such as hate been writ in former 

duty. ^^^i 

Two folio volumes^ of pky*,. "^ "^Fkrchir ^t'li t'^*"*' Baa«oat, 

Written by her, have been pub- ..^ine wanrihTir" learning, reading, 

lished, the first m 1002, which language^ wit; 
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^* Tteiatin phrases 1 could nevdr cell, 
" But ioAson couldy which made him 

write so well., 
** Greek, Latin poets, I oould never read, 
^'^Nor tfieir hi^tdrians, but odr Ebgli^ 

Speed: 
" I could not steal their wit, nor plots 

/ out-fake; 
** All my plays* plots, my own poor brain 

did make ; 
.** from iHutarch's story I ne'er took a 

plot, 
''Nor from romances, nor firom Don 

Qutxot, 
''As others have, for to assist their 

wit; 
" But I upon my own foundaticTn wrtt,*' 
&c. 
CAlxrDgLL, Jambs. This gen- 
(lemao was manager and principal 
ODcnedian of the theatres at Scar- 
boroogfa, Sonderland, Shields, &c. 
fvr nearly thirty years. As an 
actor, he tras nooomotionly skilful 
in the dlelioeatiofi of comic cjbarac- 
ters, <^ a dry eicoenffic cast. In 
^year 1798 he retired firom the 
itige, afiid disposed of his theatrical 
prdfwtty to Mr. Stephen Kerable. 
Ke^ed at Darham^ m Jan. 1800. 
It 1794, o^ 1785, he published a 
^(dume of poems, by sabscriptton, 
it Scarboroogb. He was also au- 
tbior of the ibUowiiig dramatic 
pietes: 

1. Jppeal to ike Muses. D. P. 
8^0. 1778. 

2. Melpomene's Overthrow, 
MockMasqae. 8vo. 1778. 

3. Triumph tifOtnku. C. 1785. 

4. ApeikTsHoidaw. PreL 1 792. 
S.P. 

5. Biaterei MaUanans. £ot. 
1798. N. P. 

Cecill, "" ■' , of St. John's 
College, CaiAbridge, was aothor 
6i a LatiD play, calkd 

JSmi&k Com. 1<I14. N. P. 

Celivia, Mas. This lady was 
dtagkier of David Mallet, Esq. 
iKd #ife of Mr. Celisia, a Genoese 
gebdtaian, who fimnerly resided 
ifl LoiK|aliy> Ml a^ pahbc i:faaf)pcter. 

▼01,. I. 



She died at ^enoa, ibout Sepi. 
1790, having written, b^idci-a 
poem on Iad(n^nde,otie p]ay,ctf8^ 
Atmida. T. 8V6. 1771. 

CfcNTLIVRB, SUSAISNA. l^hls 

lady was daughter of one Mr. Pi*e^ 
man, of Holbeach, in Lincdnsh W, 
who although he had be^ri po^ 
sessed of no inconsiderable ei\e^^ 
yet being a dissenter, dnd a zealotjs 
Parliamentarian, was at the timfe 
of the Restoration extrenieFy per- 
secuted 5 as were also the family df 
his wife, who was daughter of Mr. 
Markham, a gentleman of a goo^ 
estate at Lynn Regis, in Norfolk, 
but of the same political principle* 
with Mr. Freeman ; so that \M 
esta^ was confiscated, and he him*- 
self compelled to fly to Irelani 
How long he stayed there, wfe 
have not been able to trace ; nc* 
whether oar authoress, who, fr'oi^ 
a comparison of concurrent cir* 
ctmistances, ^t imagine must 
have been born about 168O, dre# 
her first breath fn that Idngdoni 
or in England, 'these are parti* 
calars as to which all her historians 
have been silent ; yet we are apl 
to conjecture that she was borii 
in Ireland, as we think it probabli^ 
her mother might not retuhi t6 
her native country tiH after tht 
death of her husband, which hap^ 
pened when this girl was only 
three years old. Be this as it may, 
we find her left Co the wide world, 
by the death of her mother also, 
before she had completed her 
twelfth year. Whincop rdates ^ 
romantic story of her, in a very 
early period of her life, which, al« 
though be seems mistaken in some 
parts of her history (at least either 
he or Jacob most have been so), 
having made her father surrire the 
mother, and even to hare married 
^ain before his death, yet as he 
fpems to have taken pains in ool* 
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lectlng many circuaistances of her 
life which are no where else re- 
lated, we cannot think ourselves 
authorized entirely to omit it. He 
tells us, that after her father's 
death> finding herself very ill 
treated hf her stepmother^ she 
determined, though almost desti- 
tatie of money and every other 
necessary, to go up to London, to 
seek a better fortune than what she 
had hitherto experienced : that 
as she was proceeding on her jour- 
ney, on foot, she was met by a 
young gentleman from the univer- 
sity of Cambridge (of whose name, 
by the way, he informs us, and who 
was no other than the afterwards 
well-known Anthony Hammond, 
Esq.), who was so extremely struck 
with her youth and beauty, and 
8o affected with the distress which 
her circumstances naturally de- 
clared in her countenance, that 
he fell instantly in love with herj 
and, inquiring into the particulars 
of her story, soon prevailed on hei* 
inexperienced innocence to seize 
on the protection he offered her, 
and go w^ith him to Cambridge, 
where, equipping her in boy's 
clothes, he introduced her to his 
intimates at college as a relation, 
who was come down to see the 
university, and pass some time 
with him there ; and that they 
continued this intercourse for some 
months, till at length, sated per- 
haps with possession, or perhaps 
afraid that the affair would be dis- 
covered at the university, he per- 
suaded her to come to i«ondon, 
providing her however with a con- 
siderable sum of mobey, and. a 
letter of recommendation to a gen^ 
tlewoman of his acquaintance in 
town; sealing the whole with a 
promise, which, however, it does 
not appear he ever performed, of 
speedily following her, apd fenpw- 



ing their amorous intercoiine. ,If 
this story is true, it must have hap- 
pened when she was extremely 
young ; Wlnncop, as well as the 
other writers, acknowledging that 
she was married in her six* 
teenth year, to a nephew of Sir 
Stephen Fox. But that gentle- 
man not living with her above a 
twelvemonth, her wit and beauty 
soon procured her a second hus- 
band, whose name was Carrol, 
and who was an officer in the arroyj 
but he having the misfortune to 
be killed in a duel, within about a 
year and a half after their mar- 
riage, she became a second time, a 
widow. This loss was a severe 
affliction to her, as she appears to 
have sincerely loved that gentle- 
man. Partly perhaps to divert her 
melancholy, but chiefly, it is pro- 
bable, for the means of support, 
she now applied to her pen, and 
became a votary to the Muses, and 
it is under this name of Carrol 
that some of her earlier pieces 
were published. Her first attempt 
was in tragedy, in a play, called 
The Perjur'd Husband', yet her 
natural vivacity leading her after- 
wards more to comedy, we find 
but one more at tempt in the buskin, 
among eighteen dramatic pieces^ 
which she afterwards wrote. 

Such an attachment she seems 
to have had to the theatre, that 
she even became herself a per- 
former, though it is probable of 
no great merit, as she never rose 
above the station of a country ac- 
tress. However, she was not long 
in this way of life; for, in J 706', 
performing the part of Alexander 
the Great, in Lee's Rivfxl Queens, 
at Windsor, where the court then 
was, she w*ounded the heart of one 
Mr. Joseph Centlivre, yeoman of 
the mouth, or, in other words, prin- 
cipal <?ooX to Her Majesty^ whq 



99 
CEN CE N 

K»n married her ; and after pa$8- ter are undoubtedly the body and 
ing several years happily toge« soul of comedy j and language 
tber, she died at his house in and wit, at best, but the clothing^ 
Spring Garden, Charing Cross, on and external ornament j it is Cer* 
the first of December 1723, and tainly less excusable to show a de« 
was buried in t^e parish-church ficiency in the former than in the 
of St. Martin's in the Fields. latter. And the success of some 
Thus did she at length happily of Mrs. Centlivre*s plays plainly 
close a life, which at its first set-> evinces, that the first will strike the 
ting out was overclouded with minds of an audience more power- 
difficulty and misfortune. She for fully than the last 3 since her co- 
many years enjoyed the intimacy medy of The Busy Body, which all 
and esteem of the most eminent the players had decried before its 
wits of the time« viz. Sir Richard appearance, in which Mr. Wilks 
Steele, Mr. Rowe, Budgell, Far- had even for a time absolutely re* 
quhar. Dr. Sewell, &C.5 and very fused to play, and which the au- 
few authors received more tokens dience came prejudiced against^ 
of esteem and patronage frona the roused their attention in despite 
great 5 to which however the con- of that prejudice, and forced a run 
slderation of her sex, and the power of thirteen nights 5 while Mr. Con- 
of her beauty, of which Nshe pos- greve's fFay of the JVbrld, which 
sessed $l considerable share, mighty perhaps contains more true in* 
in some degree, contribute. triusic wit, and unexceptionable ac* 
Her disposition was good-na- curacy of language, than any dra* 
tured, benevolent, and niendly 1 matic piece ever written, brought 
and her conversation, if not what' on the stage with every advant^^e 
could be called witty, was at least of recommendation, and when the 
sprightly and entertaining. Her author was in the height of repu- 
family had been warm party-folks, tation, could scarcely make its way 
and she seemed to inherit the same at all. Nay, we have been con- 
disposition from them, maintain- fidently assured, that the very same 
ing the strictest attachment to great actor we mentioned just npw; 
Whig principles, even in the most made use of this remarkable ex- 
dangerous times, and a most zeal- pression with regard to her Bold 
ous regard for the illustrious Stroke for a ff^e, viz. that not 
House of Hanover. This party- only her play would be damned, 
spirit, however, which breathes but she herself be damned for writr 
even in many of her dramatic ing it. Yet we find it still stand* 
pieces, procured her some friend^ ing on the list of acting plays 5 
and many enemies. nor is it ever performed without 
As a writer, it is no very easy meeting with the approbation olf 
Ibing to estimate her rank It the audience, as do also her Busy 
must be allowed, that her plays do Body, and Wonder. 
not a^und with wit, and that the That Mrs. Centlivre was very 
laQgi^ge of them is sometimes even perfectly acquainted with life, and 
poor, eiiien^ate, incorrect, and pue- closely read the minds and man* 
file} but then her plots are busy nersormankind,noone, weth^akji 
^nd well conducted, and her cha- can doubt who reads her come** 
racters in general natural and well dies ; but what appears to us the 
parked. 3utasptot andcbarae- most extraordinary is, when we 

b2 



^sMy5r^jBrJiw^p;'y,.th^di9^dv^^ 1^. Wonder. .0. IJ^pcip. 47,,lf» 

t^ies shQ ipu.?t b^ye laboured u][\- 1^. Gothajfi Election^ ^. l^i^p* 

4«:r/by,b^mgi?oiai;1jrJefttol)U)stle 1715. 

wJtU.t^e world, and that all the 1& ff^ife ^'$U jnariggei* ^. 

eqiic^tiqp sh!e could haiv^p h^<i mu^t I'^j^o, lji5, 

$^ve bejen owing tp b'^r 9>vp appli- J/. Cruel Gifi, T. 12ipo. ^717. 

^atiop^qdas^^ujty^,vi^ep,wesay, 18. B0I4 Sirpkefor a Jf^fje, C? 

!\jre consider her ap ,^n abspjlqtely ^vp. i7V9j 

siBlf-cu^tivatedJ;^e^iu,s,itis^stonl^^ ' \g. 4H\fice, C. 8yo. 1721. 

ing to , find the traces of ^p much Her plays were collected ^p^ 

reading an^ learning as vyp npeet published in 3 vols, l^upp. J7;6l. 

Jyithip5pian7C\fJ?er pieces 3 sinqe. It is, however, becpme a scarce 

or the drawing of the yaripusf book. . ' 

j^harjctefp sjie ix^s presented us Chamb|klain, Koi^^t. Thin 

withV^Ijie aju^t Ji^veperfecd)' well author liyed in the tip^e ,of ^Log 

un^6i*stobd 4^^ French, p^tch, Ch^Hes I. being b9f i* i" ^^7> ^^ 

and Spanl^b languages, all th^ $tandish. In JLi,9cpipshi|)e. IJq 

jprovinci^ dial,ect? pt i^ P^Ji, Vyed fqr ^ome ye^rs as pter^ .to 

and ^oiQew^at even of the jLatin^ Peter Ball, Esq! \y^p >vas sqlicitpr- 

sirice ail these she occasional ty general tp Kin gjCharles the First*fi 

ipakes use of, ai^d whenever jshe Queen, ijy thisi g^tleoa^n he >^asp 

dpes 9^p, it 1^ c^onstantly wj^th the at the ^ge of thirty, sec^t to ^xeter 

^tihost propriety ^nd the greatest College, Qxford^^ wjierp he p\ir-5 

acQuiracy. In a v6rd> we cannot sued his studies, and probably was 

iielp giyinj^ It as our opinion, that bred to t^e pulpit ; aj^ vve find a 

i^ j^e do not alloSy her to be the book written by bjm, ' entitled^ 

very 4rs,t of bur female writer^ Ijfocturml Jjucy,hr onions ', or. Me-. 

for the stage, she has but ope above ditatiom Divine and Mor^. fie 

Her, and may justly be placed next >yrote a play, caljed 

to her predecessor in dramatic ' T^ie Swaggering papiseL C.Md; 

glory^ the great Mrs, Behn. 1640. 

' lir^. Centliyre's productions ace Winstanley has ^Iso attributed fp 

as follow: him a pastoral, caUed 

' l,P€rjur*4Hl^^nd.T4\0'l';;Qf>, Sicehks. Wntlen by Phine^^. 

, 2. Lbve^ Coniriv.anfe, C. 4tp. Fletcher. • 

1763. CHA]^iiE(RLAyNE, DR. Wit-. 

3. ^eaifs Duel. C. 4tQ.'l7Q?. liam. This 'gen^em?m ,wji^ ^ 

4. S^otenH^ress.CAio.liyosl'] physician, aiid son of Dr. Peter 

5. Qamester. Com. ^to, I7Q5. Chamberlayne. He lived at 

6. Basset Table, C. 4to. 170G. Shaftesbury, in Dorsetshire, in the 

7. Love at a Venjure, C. 4^0- reigns of Kipg Charles \. ^ind 
^70^ King Charles II. and v^. as a very 

8. Platonic Lady., C. 4to. 1 70?. zealous Cavalier. He vyroj^ but 
*g. Bf^sy Body. C. -^to. 1709. one play, entitled, 

10. 'Man'^s ^emtch% C. 4tq. Love's Victory, T. G. ^iq: 1,65^. 

[1710.3 which being composed dining the 

\i, A Biclerstaf^s Burying, Y, intestine troubles, at which time 

^to. N. D. the play-houses were suppressedjj. 

12. Mafpht. C. 4to. 171I. could not then be acted, but, sonqie 

"13V Perplexed Lovers. C. '4to. yeiar^ after the RestoratiQq> vir^ 

171^- '" .■•-•■.• 



7U\ ma^t (HI iJAe ^t^ tltiHef the hf hUsdti. H^ Was dsd b«t(I' fid 
233c| title of high^^tiination l^ Hferiry Prilf^r 

I Wi^ kd l^ th ^6se, C. 4to. ctf Wal^, and the Earrof Somii^i^ 
U 1^78. s^t)but' the 'fiirst dying; attdtft« 

I fit-. Cbamb^Iayrii?, in |I559, dthfer befing disgraced; Clia|)ftian's 
7i;| published Phdfimi^d, an heroic h6p€!S of jW-eferiiieiElt were frtis* 
' Cl jbtoJ, St'oi a Work cbflJpHsing tr^^j tdwhich disapp6intnf«i& 
five books, which, though, s&ys perb^ the mnlw^ge tkk'eb bjf 
£aHgba1ne, it hk&i nothing extra- KitigJaines at some refltetidris dait 
ordinary to recommend it, yet dn thfei Scdts nation in acoiiiedy 
appeared^ abfbad; in prb^e, 1663, daWM Ba^tivatd Hoe, "Vfhereitiihli 
tftider th* title of a novel , called ajitbdl-'had a hand; might be rid 
ErohteHd ', or. The Mid leStr'a^ter^. sfiiall additiori; lie appears hoW- 
CriA^BBR^, Miis: lliis liwy, cfver' to ' have had'sbme pJieier at 
we have heard, is'dabghtfef of court under thM nidnarchj dr bil 
a matV df tb^ Wiritcfrtbrt Bast Qude^n'Atirie. He passed tbrbugh 
Ibdialnani 'wiiictt wa§ Jdsk sdme a long life, dying May 1 2^,16^ 
yfe»Si«sitt^.' B^sid*S h^rfg writ^ ift his^ 7>ti^ year; and was bu- 
tfen a ifoVeT, Cai[\ed. lie dScdire^ ried on the south side of the cbu^di 
ffirff^if, • Mfes Chanibert- has ptky- of St: Gile^s in the Fields, a mo- 
4tt<^ed' nument being erected ovef* hts 

The' Schodljor Frunds'. Ct Svd. grave at tlie e*xpense, and accord- 
1805. • ing to the invention^ of that greal 

CriAl»yAKr,' Geo^\5e. Ofthi^ architect Inigo Jones, \^h^o had 
VblnftSSttWii abd'iftgetnous ^xt&c been his peculiar friend arid ih-^ 
iteafe^aValosd'td trace? sdme ma«^ tiArf^tef^. , ' 

teVfelf ' I*lrtieirtars, viz.' the family H^ was nndo'ifbtdaTjr a man' of 
fh>i« wheftt^'he wa^de'sdended, th6 veiy ^k!in^xvM% ; ■ atid akhdiigh 
p1a6^ wbtel^' h^ wa^' bdPff; aM the translation has within ' our littefr 
a^^A^ al v^hfdh hfe imtiibed thd ag^s reached a greafer* deg|-ee^ of 
'e&rn^f^rtidinfenfSofhrisetudilibfil perfection than it had then at^ 
Itis teidw*nf: howev«*, tbat/he'first tainted, a dtie bottoCir' otight to be 
'*fcv^'bf§aWlnthW year 155?, aW paid to the industry of this writer, 
that» \h l2574> bfelnf thfejn d^' in whb tra^slatfed^ and that in a m^n- 
Ms' s^V€Saf6^hfh year; yet' weft ner far from contemptible, th^ 
grbiftfefdeid \n 'gr§mr&ai'fl<ifirhingi bfe wfible^ IRad, Odyiii)/, and Batn/o- 
>#S^ »tAV to the um'iet^ity '5 btrt myomachia of Homer, some parti 
If^t^iagafttsdh&^^^ifficultyafr^s^^^^ of msTod; ahdMosaus's Eroto* 
t^Whdtlte^OifbKr'of'Cafnbtid^ pceghiori. As- t6 his dramatic 
Ifad^thg hd^ro«lr*of 06n5j)fe«?hg hfe wotki, th^y ai^e oAeqlid 5 nor has 
•fdaid§P lfe»*' thdd^ it-iscet^tairf hfe in any of them paid much at- 
that ■ h%^ \^ai ^ some - tiiin^ af Oi^- tention to regularity, the which he 
foRl,"aritf^ni^*d'e a*^;tire^here liiif by s6 greatly infringed, astoex- 
cbfe Grtfek*' and Uf in langtiageif tend his^ ntih)bel*' of acts in' on^ 
yet W &&&A n^t' zpi^T \h^ h6 piec&.vis^. twdlfiseMenandalt 
•ftdBfe^tMefe-^effWe^^ m logic' <jr 'pfit^ M r^H ' F6ols; to^twd bieyond thfe 
l<»dfftljll oFtddk^aAydiegi'ee: 6 A sfettled standard. His master-pieces 
hhf' refiSW" to^ London; he was in the dramatic way are his Bussff 
^rtalf i^ttehiiSSa by Si f Thom^f ITAkloisS, in tragedy, his Widot/s 
ytii^if^hkSt, ^zm^^f^iM man Tears, in comedy/ antt fais Mas^ 
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of Tbe inm of Court. In his pri- 19. Revenge for Hmumt. T. 4t«w 

imte character he was truly atnU 1654. 

able, and n^iaintained a very dose 20. The Faial Lwt. A French 

acquaintance with the first-rate Trag. N. P. 

writers of his time. Yet such was 21. TrageiM of a Yorkshire Gen* 

Jonson*s natural euviousnest of tUwwnan ana her Son. N. P. 

disposition and haughtiness of tern- There has also been ascrit^ed ts 

per» that> as Chapman began to htm, 

rise into reputation, he is said to 22. The Second Midden* s Tro^ 

have grown jealous of him, and gedy* MS. 

being, by the death of Shakspeare, Charke, Charlottb. Thb 

left without a rival, strove to con- lady was authoress of three pieces 

tinue so, by endeavouring to sup- in the dramatic kind, entitled, 

press as nuich as possible the rising 1. The Art of Management, D. 

&me Qf this his A-iend. P. 8vo. 1^35. 

The plays that Chapman wrote 2. The CamwaL C. 1/35. N.P. 

were as foUow : 3. TUfor Tat. 1743. N. P. 

1. The Fountain of New Fa^ As a daughter of the celebrated 
$hions, P. 159s. N. P. CoUey Cibber, and sister to Theo* 

2. The Will of a Woman. P. philus Cibber, indeed, she seems 
• 159s. N. P. . ^ to have a kind of hereditary claim 

3. Blind Beggar of Alexandria, to some particular notice in a work 
C* 4to. 1598. professedly intended for the re* 

4. Humorous Day* s Mirth. C. cording of silch personages and 
4to. 1599. things as have any close conneiion 

h'u^i' -5. >^//Foo/5. C. 4to. 1605.D.C. with, or reference to, the afiairs 

6. Eastward Hoe. C. Assisted of the theatre. And although 
{ / ))y Ben Jonson and Marston. 4to. she cannot be considered of equal 

^^ l005^ D. C. consequence to the public with 

7. Gentleman Usher, C. 4to. either of these her before-named 
1606. relations ; yet as, by a course of 

.^ .8. Monsieur D* Olive, s C. 4to. strange occurrences, and a dispo* 

1606. sition apparently of the most ro- 

9. Bussy IXAmbois. T. 4to. mantle and inconsiderate nature, 

1607. she rendered herself the subject of 

10. Qesar and Pompey. T, 4to. much conversation and censuse^ 
1607. and as, like her father and brother, 

1 1 . r Conspiracy of Byron, T. she has thought proper to publish 
12. 1 two Parts. 4to. l603. to the world some of the adven- 

--13. May Day. C, 4to. 16II. tures of her life, with a view, as it 

14. Widow* s Tears. C. 4to. should seem, to apologize for part 
1612. D. C. of her conduct, it would certainijT 

15. The Revenge of Bussy be an omission that we could 
jyAmlois, T. 4l^o. l6l3. scarcely be justified in, were we 

16. Mas^ueof the Middle Temple not to oblige our readers with a 
emd Lincoln* s Inn, N. D. []6l3.} short summary of those adventurea 

17. Two wise Men, and all toe which, divested from the number 
^rest Pools, CM. 4to. I619. of very trifling incidents with 

18. Al^honsus Emperor ofJSetn which she had interlarded them> ia 
0^afiy. T. 4to. 1654, order to swell out her life to tht: 
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Aiikof a Tolume^ ma)r not per^* needle; Her ver^r amusemetits all 

iups be totaily uneDtertaining. took the Bame masculine turn | 

She infonns us^ that she was the shooting, hunting, riding r^ces« 

jouiigest child of the celebrated and digging in a garden, being ever 

Lanreat, bom at a time when her her favourite exercises. She also 

oiother was forty-five years of age^ relates an act of her prowess when 

aod, having borne no children for a mere child, in protecting the 

some years before, began to ima- hoose^ when in expectation of an 

gine, that, without this additional attack from thieves, by the firing 

blessin^she had fully answered the of pistols and blunderbusses out at 

end of her creation, and therefore the windows. All her actions 

seems to conclude, that (exclusive seem to have had a boyish mis- 

of her parents, by whom she con- chievousness in them, and sb# 

fesses she was treated with ihe ut- sometimes appears to have ruf| 

most tenderness and affection) she great risk of ending them with the 

came not only an unexpected, but most fetal consequences. 

an nowelcome guest, into the fa- This wildness, however, livafl 

mily. Tothisdislikeof her other put some check to by her mar- 

relations she attributes a very con- riage, when very young, with Mr* 

siderable share of her following Richard Charke, an eminent per*^ 

misfortunes; but, indeed, it must former on the violin $ immediately 

be confessed, that she very early aHer which she launched into the 

seemed to show a disposition so billows of a stormy world, in 

wild, so dissipated, and so unsuit- which she was, through the whole 

Me to her sex, as must very natu- remainder of her life, buffeted 

rally be supposed to have given dis- about without ever once reaching 

gnst to those of her friends, whose a peaceful harbour. Her hus^ 

wishes were even the most favour- band's insatiable passion for womeii 

able towards her. In short, from very soon gave* her just cause of 

infancy she owns she had more of uneasiness, and in a short time 

the male than female in her indi- appears to have occasioned a sepa** 

DatioDS, and relates two or three ration. She then applied to tbf 

drcSk adventures of her dressing stage, apparently from inclination 

herself up io her Other's cloches; as well as necessity, and opened 

her riding cfost on the back of an with the little part of MadeniM' 

ass's foal, wbeo not above four or selle, in The Pratfoked fFife, April 

five years old, &c. that seem aa .29, 1730, which w^i the last 

evident foretaste of the like mas- night of Mrs. Oldfield's perfom- 

culioe conduct which she. pursued anoe ; in which she met with all 

tfaraogh life. At eight years old the success she could expect* 

she was put to school, hot bad an From this she rose in her second 

education bestowed oo her more and thicd attempts to the capital 

suitable to a boy than to one of diaractersof Alicia, in /on^ 8aore, 

the opposite sex j and as she grew and Andromache, in Tke Du-* 

up she foikmed the same plan, iressed Mother, in which, not* 

being moch more fireqaently in withstanding the reoieaibranoe of 

the stable than in the bed-ct^m- Mn. Porter and Bin. (Mdfieb^ 

her, and fbily mistier of the hand- she met with great indnlgeoce 

lii^ of a cnrTy<K»cnb, though froiD the ao^enoe $ and, hf^ng re« 

^norzDt of the OM o( a narfcable for leading well^ 



^?[6«rft4 ^ g^j ^^ upck^j svMfUli sIkw, oner die Teiipi§-c»ilrt, 'm 

ei^iergenci^S tp r<;;jid ch0r^A9r%^Q£ James Su ee^^ near the Haynuirk^tw 

no Ipss imgpirtance^ t{)ap those jof. But< after some little conrse of: sttp* 

Cl^opalr^ ai)^, Qvi^Q^n. :gli^ahf tb» ceas in this design, it began to fail|, 

SJ3i^>^^.^ ^f^^ U)i^ e^g^ged) at a apjdi abe vra» reduced, to seUfen 

-vj^y. gopd, s^ary,^!^., ^ si^fficieiil t>w««t)r guioeaar what she 937ft badz 

ajjipply, qf vqry cgnsid^aW^ parU, cosJ her i:vcar fiwe hundred poBodfc ^ 

at: th^. Xheiatre. in the Haymarket* During theoonrseofitbesetraot^ 

at[)4:!#^ that at Drury L^pe. In actions, Mrs. Charge iixfoEins. usi 

:^wprdi sh^ seemed I well settled, that s))e bad higbly oftended hei^; 

ai^.likely. tq have madeho inglo- fathe^^ hut by what action of her: 

riQV\9:fi^re. intbe^trii^al life^ bad own she does not tell U8«. Sbttt 

i^tcthatwai^tof consideratiouand confesses indeed, that she had tn> 

tyiigpv^rnabl^.iippetuo$ity of pas- some respects justly incurred, htft 

ajpj>S: ^bi^h ran through^ ^1 her displeasure^ but is. desiruns of ha?*. 

actions, iQdtvped her to quarrel . lug it appear that it hadi been) 

-^'^tb ^v Fleetwood, the then ma- greatly a^fayated, andoceaiiooQ& 

n^;er, whoi^ she not only left on to bang with a heavierload on herr 

^ sudd^ without apy notice given, than j t would otherwise hare done» ' 

lu:Vt^y^u vented h^rspl^n against* through the ill offices, of an elder 

h^(n iit^ public^ by. the writing of sjsten However> we caoDol help 

t^£rstdramiaticpie€eth$twehave i^sagining- the o^nce ta haV* 

Zf^ntionedabotvej and though that l^^n of a? very heinous, natcure^ 

fifigat)ero.ai> t^X only, forgave' her/ siin^e it ii: evident^ Mr* Gibber 

t|ki« i^ury and re^-l^red l^f to her. never aAeffoigave her, sov in biec) 

fj^rme^ station, yei si]^ acknow- greatest distresses, seems to. bav« an 

le^es that sbi^ afterwards \^Qry ^ assisted her; a conduct entioeli^ 

vyp^ratefi^y left him a second^ opposite to that humanity and unitv 

t||pe* on a cause in which ^e copjki' vecsal benevolence which were sos 

ii^cur no share of blame. well known tobe the cbaractenattcA 

Tbuji having thrown herself oujt: of, that gentleman's, dispositioii^ 

<^ employment in a* proi^ssion in and indeed, whatever was the first! 

i|^ich she had a ^ fair apparent cau^e of his abandooihg her, it i$j 

ijrospect of sviccess^ she next en^ apparent she toipk. no gre^t care. to> 

tered on a business, which^ by' avoid a further occasion of xeaentf;. 

knowing nothing of, sh^mu^tbe: meat;, for in.a piecacallcd 7%a 

certain to fail in: in a word, she. £a/(/tf.o^^Atf:Poe£ciawbidKwafl/a( 

commenced trader, aqd:set)Up aa character most abusisrelyi and :aGn«%. 

^ grocer and oil-womaUv in. a shop rilou^ aimed at the Laureat/ Mrt^ 

i^ Long Acre. Chairke> wJbk> happened to be> ^ 

In this station sho, wi(h, a gre;at naemberr of the company who pes« 

4eal of humour, describes and rat^ formed it, was herself the:Tei7 pev« 
jjes her sauguinei ej^peotatjens and son b^ whom that chaiacleii'waa 

absi^'dproc^fidipgs,^ tiU, between l^ep^ented.; aatepwhich^hecoiiid 

. h^ own ignorao/ce, aod the tricka not have been^cootpeUcd; tortakf^ 

il% sharpersi some <tf; wham cheat* hut which mustt have, besn a.vo^ 

ed, and' others robbed her, she luntaryactof heriOiRninthe«xeix 

"was; after having kept shop about tion of hei reseataaent, somewkil 

th/ee month9> &rced t« throw i% of the. same nature Vitb her conn 

mf0 ^ii(.aet;fUp^.#ifCj0i|:.{M{fp^ 4ugtttaraidiftJ\fa. H iM tw Q ^d i bat 
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idiicU ki^comeqaeficffof l^ei«ldk 
tloiii she stood in to Mr. Cibber^ 
pmst ha?e beem the tneans< of 
tkrowifig an insuperable bat in the 
vay. o£'my. reeoociliation between 



But to proceed. Daring- ihc' 
ooarse^ o^ these transactions^ Mr. 
Gfaarkeywifom -we bavebef6re men* 
tioned; had been for some time 
partedrfrom his^ wife> and'bad en- 
ga^d'. himself, to go over toJa- 
matcai with a gentleman id' the 
loercaintila wayi where> in about 
twenty months after bi» arrival^ 
hes<.died>. leaving our heroine ovice 
iBore at libertiy to unite herself bf 
the matrimonial tie wherever she' 
should think proper. Slie^ tbere'-^ 
fdre informs, us, that soon i^er 
ber parting with her property, as 
abovevrelal«d, she was very d6se})r 
a^iressed'l^ a woithy gentleman, 
whos^ name she seems very care* 
faily to^conceoly in consequence of * 
a&strict vow* she had taken >never to 
dbeovar it. Tb this g^Kleman 
she giveft us to understand she was*^ 
un^ed: by a secret marriage j but 
svt he did not long si»^ive that 
UDtoDi she was>^once again lefl: des- 
titole^ and > friendless, nay, even 
ppejudkednn- her afl^irs from a 
fiihe report of her having by his 
d^adi come into* a^ very coosider- 
^e foctunev Iti short, she- was 
soOA* d&tt arrested f6r a snaall sum ; 
ia^conse<}ueBce of ' which she was 
ooii»|»eli6d to remain f^r some 
iaam^ in a' baiUflF's boose. The 
4escriptioii she gives of her sensa- 
tioas OD this occasion, and the dis- 
af^ntment/sbe met with in her 
mrious applications for relief; are 
qiUwraW bat not new y and we-can* 
po^isay she hasdone any great ht}* 
mnr- to the- apparent^ choice- she 
jppist have made of acquaintanee, 
M^sbe informs us that she* had not 
JMMnJbal^ ai^hovu^ia^cv^pdy be* 



flwe sbdwafr surrounded' fcy^IFtlrtt 
ladies- whe kept coflfeehouses inl- 
and iibom Covent Garden ; and^ 
we find her discharge at last 
was brought about entirely by a* 
subscription, formed among a' 
number of well-known prostitutef 
and public brothel-keepersv 

Being now released^ her solir 
means of proieurfng a liveHhdod' 
was by seeking out- for the lowest^ 
kind of theatrical employment, ia 
filling up occasionally such part^ 
a» chanced to be deficient in tha 
private exhibitions^ or rather' but- 
cheries^ of seme of' our dramatic^ 
piece»at the Tennis-court, or else* 
where : in which business she seemr 
generally to have chosen the mal^> 
characters $ and, indeed, she most" 
commonly used to be dressed' in. 
man*s clothes even in private life jf 
the reason of which she aflfects ta 
make a mystery of; and to impljf 
as if that mystery had some refer^^ 
ence to her- connexion with tha^ 
gentieman above nctentroned: 

Be • this as it- may, we are in- 
fbrmed thati in the progress of her 
theatrical adtentures of this kind, 
she met with one whereby she was' 
for a short time not a little erabar* 
rassed^ which was no* other than. 
her- becoming the object of a ten- 
der passion in the bosom of a young; 
lady^wha, hfaying an immense for-' 
tune in herowtt possession, thought: 
herself at liberty to makie an open 
profession of her love, and even to? 
oflferproposals of matrimony. This, 
circumstancej however, obliged het 
to a declarationof hersex, to the 
no small disappointment of the 
lady; and the company of actors, 
she belonged to soon quitting the 
town, the* affeir was hushed up^ 
and the report of it silenced. 

In- this uncertain kind of jem«^ 
ployment she continued till^ 
through the recommendation 'of 
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her brother^ she was received into . 
the family of a certain nobleman^ 
in the character of a valet-de* 
chambre^ .or gentleman. In this 
situation she describes herself as 
l^eing very, happy, till some friends 

^ of his Lordship remarking an im- 
propriety in the entertaining one 
of her sex in that character, she 
was again discharged, and left to . 
the wide world. 

Her next employment was the . 
making and selling of sausages ibr 
the support of herself and child. 
But this failing, she . became a 
waiter at the King*s Head tavern ^ 
at Mary bone j commenced ajfter- 
ward^ manager of a strolling cQm« 
pany of players, and passed through 
several trivial adventures^ but most 
of them distressful ones, till at. 
length, by the assistance of an , 
uncle, she was enabled to open a 
public-house, the situation of which 
she imprudendy fixed in Drury 
Lai^e; and here, notwithstanding 
the experience her long acquaint- 
ance with misfortune might, one 
would think,, have given her, the 
same indiscretion and mismanage- 

"' me>!t, which before had ruined her,, 
still continued to direct her ac- 
tions, and. forced her in a very 
short time to shut up her hpuse, 
and dispose of all her effects. She 
then engaged herself in the Hay- 
market theatre, under her brother 
M^ Theophilus Gibber 5 but this 
provision did not long continue, 
that gentleman and his company 
being soon after obliged to desist, 
by virtue of an order from the Lord 
Chamberlain. « 

Her next engagement was with 
the celebrated Mr. Russel, the pup- 
pet-show man, by whom, she tells 
us, she was employed, at a guinea 

Eer day, lo move his figures during 
is exhibition at Hic^brd's Great 
E^om in Brewer Street. But af- 



ter his death, the distressful and 
wretched. circumstances of which 
she has not badly related, she again 
joined fortunes Svith dififerent sets 
of strolling players, among whom 
she remained for very near nine 
years. 

Her adventuresduring the coarse 
of that time being nothing but one 
variegated scene of pitiable dis- 
tresses, of a kind which no one can 
be a stranger to, who has . either 
seen or read the accounts of those 
most wretched of all human beings, 
the members of a niere strolling 
company of adtors, we shall be ex- 
cused the entering into particu- 
lar8« and, be permitted to proceed 
to her coming to London in 1755, 
where she published that narrative 
of her own life^ from which this 
account is abstracted, and which 
therefore proceeds so far as to that 
year. She afterwards kept a pub- 
lic-house at Islington, and was 
dopnied to fall still lower; as we 
learn from the Allowing .narrative 
of Mr. ,Whyte, of Dublin, who 
was, present at the tratisaction : 
«« About the year 1 ^b5 she had 
'' worked up a noyel for the press, 
*' which the writer accompanied 
'f hb friend the bookseller to hear 
^^read. Her habitation was a 
" wretched .thatched hovel, situ- 
/' ated on the way to Islingtop^ in 
, " the purlieus of Clerkenwell 
" Bridewell, not very distant from 
" the New-river Head; where, at 
*' that time, it was usual for the 
<' scavengers to leave the cleans* 
*' ings of the streets, and the 
<' priests of Cloacina to deposit the 
'' offerings from the temples of 
" that all-worshipped power. The 
*.' night preceding,a heavy rajniuid 
** fallen, which rendered this ex- 
" traordinar}' seat of the Muses 
'^ almost inaccessiblei so that, in 
'^ our approach^ we got ouc white 
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*' itockiDgs . enveloped with mod ^ dmr, Bot an xmcomdf ornfl^ 
" up to the very calves^ which '' ment ! and on her lap was 
" furnished an appearance rooch '' placed a mutilated pair of bel« 
"in the present ^isbionable style ''lows: the pipe was gone, aa 
" of half-boots. We knocked at ** advantage in their present office; 
*' the door (not attempting to pull *' they served as a succedaneum 
"the latch-string), which was <' for- a writing-desk, on which lay 
" opened by a tallf meagre, ragged ''displayed her hopes and trea^ 
" figure^ with a tine apron, indi- " sure, the mannscript of her -no- 
'* eating, what else might have " vel. Her inkstaiKl was a broken 
" been doubted, the feminine gen- "teacup; the pen worn to a 
" der s a perfect model for the ^' stimip : she had bot one ! A 
" Copper Captain's tattered land- " rough deal board, with three 
" lady, that deplorable eabibition " hobUing supporters, was broaghl 
'( of the fair sex in thecomedy of " for oar convenience ; on which, 
" Rule a wye. She, with a tor- " without further ceremooyp we 
** pid voice and hungry smile, de- " contrived to sit down, and en« 
" sired us to walk in. The first " tered upon business. The work 
" object that piesented itself was a " was read, remarks made, alter* 
" dresser, dean it must be coo- " ations agreed to, and thirty gni- 
" fessed, and furnished with three " neas demanded for the copy« 
or four coarse delft plates; andim- '' The squalid handmaiden, who 
demeath an earthen pipkin, and a " had been an attemive listener, 
black pitcher with a snip cot of " stretched forward her tawojT 
it. To the light we perceived, " length of neck with an eye oif 
and bowed to, the mistreis of " anxious expectation ! The book- 
" the maosioii, sitting on a maini- " seller affartd five ! Our aothor^ 
" ed chair, imder the maotlepieoe, " ess did not appear hurt ; disap* 
" by a fire merdy soffident to pot " poiotmeots had rendered her 
" OS in miod of starving. On one " mind callous : however, some 
" hob sat a monkey, wfaicfa, by " altercation eosoed. The r'mtof, 
"way of weioooie, chattered al "seeing both skfespeftioadoiis,io^ 
"oor going in; oo the other, a " terpcMed, and, atlus instance, the 
*' tabby cat of melanrhoiy aspect; '' wary hahtt&aAet of literatofe 
" md at our mba^t fttX^ oo the " doi^ded bis first proposal ; widi 
" fiooDoe of her dii^ petticoat, ^ this saving proviso, that bif 
" recfined a dog, alnoit a skde- " fiieod prewot would pay a moi- 
" too ! He caisfd his shagged " eTy, and ran ooe half the risk; 
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" head, aod, t J g uij ttmistg with " which was ^reed to. 

" his bleared eyes, safaited as with 

''9tDML ' Have d6r^, Fidde ! " secaiit^y to the tattrfartinn of 

** thtete are fnea^* The tone of " aO parties ; the bdy*s or^^ieal 
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her voice was not kardi ; it had ** stipnbtioa of fifty oopies ia€ 
in it bamMed aod '^ hnadf bdng previoofly aeoeded 



a ans^^ eftort ** U>r 
" of maAarkf aad w/kaman. Toar Sie ooock><U a £fi% vbxh had 



! §ew mewt htr wukfin of beeo one eoonumed count of 
deacripiioD ; oe wwHier the serv, the erideat fwii iiyn iv o£ 

" Amtm^ ksric^ ! A ou^pic;, fic%» i aa fww'lrffyr, aod 
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topsmgatfha on the Oth of Aixrij 17^ havoif 



brother j snide aocount afi'wHas^ dhrlkig dl^ ttl^jismitlr'^'atid tlifj^stf 

Uvei our readers^ Willi findajlhtl^r t^^ facfft^ c!mittl<i2ted bi»>gti!^^^t 

fiurtber in thirwork. niisforttme; Wb re^de^t W^ po- 

. €har«ook> John,. \v^ born* ^ivdy dstii«k!r'<; aUkfj' uiiSbld t^ 

Wovi 28, 1756i the oHlf son' of r^ntheiiflprdifcrof^i^ifif^natiori; 

Jplin' Gharnocky Esqi a- nativier of he enteredas aYdUtrtfefer' intd thfe* 

Batbadbes^ and formerly an' adk)- nmrai scfrvicd,* acid v^ s66tL* at!- 

CMte of enlinence: at the English' tained that pwfiablevity, of whkU 

tar, byi Frances, daughter of Tho- hi» publicatlotis on the. subject will 

■las^Bootbby, Esq. of Chingford; be* lasting mbntktnehts. A sense- 

lA £^aex« About 1/67 he wais of duty, boWfevtr, "vi^thdreW hiriS 

jhcedattbeRev.ReyndlCotton^s a^m into private life; but hiS 

' KhQol> at Winchester, and went nrind had received a Wound in th^ 

fifomth«ice to the college, where, disappointment, whith was never 

m the station of a commoner, he afterwa^dr h^dted. He dedicated 

vans under the ifimiediaie care df his> retiremetit incessatidy to hi§ 

Hr. Joseph Warton^ the bead mas- pen^, the profits of which labeut 

ler, in whose hocwe' he boarded, now constituted nf^arly- his whofe 

Having, attained to the seniority revenae. Largely befteVoileiit' to 

of the sehod, amd garned the f»rize every case- of dktteds that pre- 

medal annuaHy. given for elocu^^ seivted itself^ to hf m^, aliid at the 

tbn,' he remowl fromiWinchester sameticfle- iiftliflfe?renft to the mofe 

to: Oxford, and wad ent6redy in common objects of huitoati prii- 

1774, a gentlemaa comnooner of <teiK»; it is^tot to be wondered at 

Mertoa Collegei Here he soott that he sbduid fall intdembarr^s- 

dwcoveredihis passion for literary raents in hfe- pecuwrliry cirtMtn- 

eompdsitiony m a- multiplicity of stances* The sdfefces'ffttm which 

fij^ti ve pieces on various subjects; her: had the^ filrest right' W expect 

which appeared in the periodical retief* were ufftaecdiintiMy' closed 

prints of the time; ps^ioularly agaioM htm; aiid li^ di^d, widr 

•ome political essays under the «ig- beliieve, ift^ thfe KSing*s Ben6hV 

naturesofCasca, Squibb and Jts- May 1@, ISOT} letting a w1d6^v, 

tke. He left the umversily, to Maiyithedatight^tfbfM^.PeregtJne 

return to a domestic lifey wi^lly Jonev^ofl^ikdelplk^iW^iofie'bOn- 

QOfiuited to the' boundlessr activity; doot ^APthe" Vicissitudes "of h^ hcs- 

both of mind and body^ for which* bQi»d^« fortune hiad4)eexye!^«mipkity; 

he was remarkable, and render^ He wds buried ^at Ijee; n^ar Bla^k'-^ 

almost intolerable by certain family heath, with Cdtl^derable tenemerny 

difierence». He now^applied bifti'- aAdeipedfi^i Mr: OhattVbck left 

aclf ' to the study c^imvat atid^ ml- behind himm^layv which ha^ sincA 

Iki^ry) taetics, in which he^ soon' beenvprhited, vitl 

gained the highest degree of Loyaliifi ot; ImioLiiofi DtfMed\ 

science': that can be gained in the Hist, Trag» 8V6. 1810J 

closet. Anxious to put in practice His -other'priticipal: wOi'ks aM; 

tiK theory of ' which he had thus The Bights nf'aFtee People^ 8^6: 

hteome master/he eamestty press* 1 7d3| Bhgr Aphid Napalts, 6 vbls. 

-ed for ^permission to embraeethe^ 8vo. 17g4y&c.5 AtHst&ryofMa' 

naval or military profession. He rin9 Architecture, 3 \rob. 4to. 1 802 ; 

^t^ttbat tikne t^9 sole J^irto a> add a IJfeof-JMIf'Nekmi^^XSl^^ 



fiitr^(x;d\j;isixy yppiig maou whQ«^ tb^ir 4i4ifnber niti bk Age asie cq»- 

^tuli^ies ^^seiiprto j^ve l;>qe(i (jkstiui94 sidered. But when wa ,ro6oa^ 

ip cre^tjB gnimosit;i^ ^mopg tt^s jUxaC, after eisQiy inquiry wrjiich 

^ie^rped^ ^ag |i>pra 9t 3rUtol op jSQOie of (he isu»st iatdi%e»t gao^ 

4,he 2Qth.<)^Nov^i»Jter i75^- HvJ ^temea of tlie fpiaseat age Jadne 

father was piaster of thie ,chanty<- J^ade Gonoemi^g the disputed p^ 

^bopl of St. AJaiy {ledclifi; aod .^oas^ and tl^ evideoee which ao- 

died whf^ i^s son was very young, companies thera> they are cotH 

fxoay his father's successor, Mt. vinced pf their being the prodac- 

Love, h^ r^eiv^d ttte only in- tions of modern times, and even 

^ruQtioo that was ^^tpwed on bUa of Chatterlon himself, tlie impa- 

|a his early jf^rs. On the 3d of ralleled ^nius of tjbis youth, an^ 

4i^^t 176Q, hp was admitted his early propensiti^ towards fof^ 

into Colston's j^Iuecoat School g^>7> oiust €ver engage oar at* 

where writiqg and accounts only tention and astooia^^ot Unit 

!iFere taught, and continued ther^ all the pieces produced by hia^ 

^ven years. He then went into "were really oi his own composi*- 

the c^ce pf Mr. I^ipbjsrt, an at- tk>n, se€»as now to b& genezally 

Forney, with whom he remained acknowledged; and the cooacious 

until J^pnl I T}% whea he quitted silence of the advocates for their 

Bristol, aad caqae to Lpndon, de** antiquity sufficiently shows thaft 

termining fpr the future to rely on iitUe can be opposed to the proo6 

J)is pen &r subsistence. He it^r brought in support of his tkJtt i# 

mediately commenced a writer for tbein. We therefore ventnre !• 

I^aga^ines and other periodic?} ascribe them to him> and on ^tfar 

publipatipps 9 hut the promts ari<^ account insert his name in the pc«*» 

$ipg from these were too small to sept list pf dramatic authors. 

I^pep him from distress. On the His dramas are as follow: 

§^ of August^ in the same year, 1. Tke TottmaTBeni, Int. 

in a fit of de^ir, he swallowed 2i JSlla. T. Int. 

gr^nic, and put a period to his 3. Godiwyn* A Tragedy. Ibbt 

liffs, at the age pf seventeen years, finished, 

nine Boonths, and two days. 4. Tht P(w6am0ni of Sprkm 

The ani;ia)s of literature da not bt. Svo. 17^ 

(i;rni^ a^ instance of snch m\n^ 5^ Thi lU¥09g€. Bml. Qml 

fulopf .talenjts^ as 1^. Wa^e 179^ 

pioperly c^ls tbem, being pos-' ^ The Wkaan of l^mi, JEiwi 

(eised byany pi^rson so you^as J 770; 9vo. 1803. 

Qur author was when he destroyed He alsQ wrate tvo fctenea ef a 

himself; and it is to be lamented tragedy called* 

t^ his merit was not known esity 7* TheDumtager ; which ate atfll 

fi^ugh to prevent his wretchcid lA MS- 

^tastrpf^. Could the «yevend CttAYss, A. Of tUs aothor 

ppea^s, prodfured und^r the nai^e we can trace uotiMng ferthw llmi 

of Rowley, he received as genuUsie* that he wroie 000 phy caUed 

|he extent of Qhatterton's abilUieil TheCar^ofLtve, C. 4to. 1>706. 

would still appeair amazing, an4 He does DOi, however^ appear t# 

fv^gfjrompifc^^oiaceatingwhicV h»ff$ he^ a,pefaeft«f apjtoeM^ 



Hi 

C'H » CHE 

^erable note, by bis piece being bibedah earlj predilection for tbe 

dedicated to Sir William JElead^ the stage ; — a general taste of this na- 

mountebank. ' ture pervades the youth of the 

Cmebke, HsttRV'. Of this gen- Irish metropolisj and many or- 

tleman nothing more is known> naments of the sock and buskin 

than the finding his name in Cox- in both kingdoms, at the present 

eter*s MS. notes, as author » or ra- "day, were, in their juvenile pur- 

ther as tranf;lator from the Italian^ suits, the dramatic corapaaions, 

of a play called - in private acting, &c. of young 

Free Will. Tn 4to. Bl. L. Cherry, who had, at the age of 

No date. fourteen, made his first appearance 

Crerbn^i,B.Frere. A French as Lucia, in the tragedy of Cato, 

gentleman, and author of several in a large room at tbeBlackamoor*s 

productions in that language, in Head, Towers*s Street, Dublin, 

various departments of literature; At the age of seventeen, he spurn- 

and who professes the following ed typography, and boldly entered 

play to have been '* his first at- the dramatic lists, making his de^ 

" tempt in the English language:" hut as a professional actor^ in a 

Tke Prejudices. C. 8vo. 1796. little town called Naas, fourteen 

<^HERRY, Andrew, is the eldest miles from Dublin, in a small 
son of the late Mr. John Cherry, strolling group, principally corn- 
printer and bookseller, at Lime- posed of runaway boys and gffls, 
rick, in Ireland, and was born in and tbeq under the management 
thatctty Jan. 11> 1762; and, hav- of a Mn Martin. His first cha- 
ing received a respectable educa- racter was Colonel Feign well fBold 
tion at a grammar-school there. Stroke for a Wife), an arduous 
was intended by his father to be task for a boy of seventeen, the 
qualified for holy orders by ma- character requiring a discrimina^ 
triculation in a university; but, by tion so various, and a fiexibility 
disappoiatments in life^ his parent of talent that is rarely met with 
was obliged to abandon this mten- even in the veterans of the stage, 
tion, and, at eleven years of age. The applause was great ; and the 
Andrew w^ placed under the pro- manager of this sharing company ^ 
tection of Mr. James Potts, printer after passing many encomiums on 
and bookseller, in Dame Street, his exertions, presented him with 
publin, and by him initiated in, lOlef. as bis dividend of the profits 
his art and mystery. From an an- of that night*s performance. Young 
cient friendship, which had sub- Cherry after\Vards launched into a 
sisted between Mr. Potts ami Mr. most extensive range of charac- 
Cherry, Andrew' was particularly ters; for, being blest with, a pev 
fiivoured by his master, and made culiarfacilUy of study, in the space 
his constant companion in all re- often months with this manager, 
creations, &c. Among other amuse- he acted almost all the principal 
ments, 'Mr. Pdtts was extremely characters ki tragedy, comedy, and 
attached to theatrical exhibitions ; farce ; and, during the same pe- 
and, perceiving diat his pupil's in<^ riods, sufiercd all the vicissitude 
clination bent strongly to that and distress concomitant to such a 
point, he seldom visited the theatre precarious mode of e:|Listence. His 
without taking young'CJierry with friends , have heard him declare, 
Jiipn. f ^uft encouraged^ he ii))- that| though $:op^tantly eipplp^ed 
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in such laborious study ai h im- less head. Towards the close 6t 
pHed in what we have just said of the evening he strolled by acct« 
his range of characters, he never dent into the lower pai*t of the 
was in possession of a guinea during theatre, which had formerly been 
the whole ten months 3 he was an inn^ and was then occupied by 
frequently without the means of a pefson whose husband had be^ 
common sustenance^ and some* a serjeant of dragoons, for the 
times^ven unable to buy the very purpose of retailing refreshments, 
candles by which he should study &c. to those who visited the the« 
the characters that were so nume- atre. After chatting until it grew 
roasly allotted to him. In the late, the woman fainted to our 
town of Athlone, we are told, a hero that she wished to go tobed« 
circumstance of particular distress and begg^ he might rie^tire ; upoiti 
attended our hero; but which he which he replied, in the words of 
bore with all the magnanimity Don John, ^'' I was just thinking; 
that dramatic ardour could ih- ^' of goibg home, but that I have 
spire. The business of the theatre " no lodging/* The good woman; 
was suspended for a short time, taking the words literally, inquired 
in consequence of the benefits into the cause, with which he ac- 
having turned out bad : the ma* tjuainted her without disguise. 
nager was resolved not ^o waste fieing the h3other of a family, she 
any more bills^ but wait for the felt severely for his distressed situa^ 
races, which were to commence tion : at that time he did not pos* 
in a few days. Our hero being of sess a single halfpenny in thd 
a timid and bashful turn, and as- world, nor the means of obtaining 
$isted by a portion of youthful one. The poor creature shed tears 
pride, was incapable of making of regret that she could not ef- 
those advan<;es, and playing off fectually alleviate his misfortune, 
that train of theatrical tricking. He endeavoured to assume a care« 
by which means benefits are fre* less gaiety; but the woman*s un« 
quently obtained in the country, affected sorrow brought the reflec* 
and therefore he had been less tion of his own disobedience to\ 
successful than many of his bre- his mind, and he dropped tears in 
thren.' His landlady, perceiving plenteous libation : in his grief he 
there wais no prospect of payment, saw the sorrow of his parents,' 
satisfied herself fbr the trifie kl- whoiii he had deserted, to follow 
re^dy due, by seizing on the renb- wh^t~ he began to perceive a mad 
nant of our hefo^s wardrobe; and career, in despite of the many un- 
knowing she could dispose of her answered remonstrances he had 
lodgings to more advantage during received, with a fair promise of 
the races, turned him out- to the forgiveness and affection, should 
mercy (^ the win ter*s wind, tvhich he return to his business. This* 
he endured with all his fonxier philanthropic female lamented that 
philosophy. He rambled care- she could not furdish him with 
lessly about the streets, soimetiniies a bed, but offered to lend him her 
quoting passages' to himself, both husband's cloak, and to procure a, 
comic and serious, that were ana-< bundle of dry hay, that he might 
lo^us to his situation, but with- sleep in an empty room in her 
out forming one determined idea house. His heart was too full to 
pf wb^r9 he W9& to rest his bouse- pay his gratitude iq words j hil ' ' 
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^es thaaked her 3 he wept bit- oace more *^ returned to reasott 
Jterly, acce^pted bar kind Q^fer^ ^id ^' and the shop/* and remained at 
.^iped to rest. The intruding aAy honie upwards of three yeart. 
.^uirther on her kindness was pain- Anon the theatrical drum beat m 
iful to him^ as she was struggling jiis ears 3 he forgot the misery df 
to maintain a nomeroos o&pring. his former campaigning $ the glory 
J^ therefore carefully avoided t^ of it only remaining in* his roool- 
tkouseat oaeal-times^ and wander- lection > and, skAer mf^iog aome 
iBd throigh the fields or streets^ excursions of little moment, he 
-l^iitil he supposed their repasts were joined a respectable corps under 
fished: at last, so overcome by the command of Mr. Richard Wil- 
4ast3(^ and fatigue, that he could liam Knipe, a well-known dnb- 
^pot rest^ he rose from his >rooper*6 malic veteran, a scholar, and a 
'^oakintb^ dead of the night, and gentleman,, whose faoetious stki 
^ntjldored the kitchen, searching the eccentric character will be evet 
dresser and all ita sh^es and remeokbered with pleasore by.idt 
drawers, in hopes of finding some-- who knew him. In his eorapany 
jibing that might satisfy the crav logs Cherry enjoyed much consfort and 
fji his appetite, but in vaia. Oo satisfaotioB, and remained attached 
Ills retnrn to his hay^truss, he ac^ to it till Mr. Knipe*s death ; be 
Mentally struck againstthe kitchen then joined the principal pnwiii* 
iable, the noise of which he ieared ctal coo^Mny of Ireland uiMbr ibt 
might alarm the family $ and, un» management of Mr. Atkins, where 
certain of the real cause of his he filled a most ettenstve round of 
leavinghisapartment at that hour^ characters,^ and for many yean 
they might, naturally suppose that was the popular favourite of tbe 
hk purpose was to rob the bouse, north of Irdand. Here he mar* 
as a reward f^r their hospitality : ried the daughter of his old friend 
the idea added to the misery he and manager Mr. Knrpe, by wbwn 
then suffered ) he trembled, be he has had a large family, 
listened, but all was quiet; and Mr. Ryder hanrtng, in 1787, 
then renewed his search (for hia been engaged for Covcnt Garden, 
linger overcame his fears), and Mr. Cherry^ whose provnicial na- 
io his gratification he found a large puliation had reached the capiti^ 
cruat of stale bread, whidi he was was called up from Belfast to svrp^ 
afterwards informed had been used ply hrs place at the Theatre Royal, 
ibr rubbing out some spots of white Smock Alley, Dublin. H^e^ for 
paint from the very cloak that coia- six. yeafs, liitle Cfterry im be wa« 
posed his bedding ; be, however, ate familiarly called) stood at the top 
h with avidity, as he waa entering of his profession in the comic Ijne. 
OD the fourth day without the least Having long entertained a <jesim 
refreshment, and ret&rned heartfelt of visiting England, he engaged 
thanks to Providence, whose om^ hkmdf smd Mrs^ Cherry to Tate 
nipotent hand was stretched in the Wilkinson, at the time when Mr. 
very critical moment, to aare him Fawcett was called to Covent Gar- 
from the most direful of ail poa» den, whose situation he filled at 
sible deaths, starving 1 the Theatres Royal of York, Hull, 

. At length, after enduring more &c. for threife years ; when he 
than the usual hardships attendant a^ia returned to his native coun«- 
•p a strpliiog li(£r, hia lek the atage^ try. He continued twd seasona i« 
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Ireland; after which the mana- 
ger's irregular payments^ and other 
disgusting circumstances, induced 
him to return to England. He 
accepted an engagement with 
Messrs. Ward and Banks, mana- 
gers of the Theatre Royal, Man- 
chester, where, with his wife, he 
successfully performed two yeark. 
Frora thence he went to Bath, ahd 
for four seasons enjoyed an ample 
share of public favour. 

On the abdicatioh of the late Mr. 
King, Mr. Cherry was engaged 
at Drury Lane, where he made 
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productions by other authors of his 
time, only one piece, entirely his 
own, will be seen to have been 
printed, according to the folio w- 
lowing list: 

1. jEneas's Revenge, Tr. 1598. 

d. Black Batman^?, l5gB. N.P.^ 

3. Hoi Anger soon cold, P. 
1598. N. P. 

4. Play of a JFoman. 1598. N.P. 

5. 'Tis no Deceit to deceive the 
Deceiver. P. 1593. N.P. 

6. Agaviemnon, P. 1599. N. P. 
y. Damon and Pythias, P. I5gg, 

appearance on the 25th of Nr P. 
September 1 802, in the characters 8. Stepmother's Tragedy, Play. 



of Sir Benjamin Dove and Laza- 
riJlo, and was received with great 
applause. 

Quitting now Mr. Cherry as 
•an actor, it remains for us to 
notice him as a dramatic writer; 
in which character we have to 
assign to him the following pieces : 

l.Hctrle/jfuinontheStocks, Pant. 
Rom. 1793. 

2. The Outcasts. Opera. 1796. 
Not printed. 

3. Soldzefs Daughter. C. 8vo. 
1804. 

4. AUfor Fame. Com. Sketch* 
1805. N.P. 

5. The Village, C. J 805. N.P. 
t>. The Travellers. Op. Dram. 

«vo. 1806. 

7. Thalia's Tears. Poet. EfFus. 
^80(5. N.P. 

8. Spanish Dollars. M. Ent, 
8V0.I8O6. 

9. Peter the Great. Op. Dr. 
8vo. I8O7. 

10. A Day in London. C, I6O7. 
Not printed. 

Mr. Cherry is. at present ma* 
nager of a theatrical company in 
Wale,. . ^ ' 

Chettjle, Henry. Of this 
prolific writer, who seems to have 
been assisting in many dramatic 
. YQi, |. 



1599. N. P. 

9. The Wooing of Death. P. 
1599. N.P. 

iO. All is not Gold that glisters. 
P. 1600. N.T. 

11. The Golden Ass, P. 1600. 
N.P. 

12. Love parts Friendship. P. 
1601. N. P. 

13. The Orphan's Tragedy. P. 
1601. N. P. 

14. Robert Earl of Huntingdon's 
Death. H. P. 4to. 16OI. [in con- 
junction with Mundy.] * 

1 5 . Sebastian , King of Portugal. 
P. 1601. N.P. 

16. Too Good to be True, P. 

1601. N.P. 
17,DanishTragedy, 1602. N.P, 
18. Felmelaneo. P. 1602. N. P. 
\g. Jane Shore, P. 1602. N.P. 
26, Jephtha. P. 1602. N.P. 

21. Lady Jane, P. l602. N. P. 

22. The London Florentine, P, 

1602. N. p. 

23. Tobids. P. l602. N. P. 

24. Hoffman. T. 4to. 1631. 
To Chettle also has beeQ 

ascribed, 

25. Cardinal Wblsey. P. l60l» 
N.P. 

Chetwood, WixtiAM Ruras. 
This author for some time Kent 9 
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bookseller's shop in Covent Gar- 
den. He was also for twenty 
years prompter to Drury Lane 
theatre, and in that veiy laborious 
and useful office was esteemed to 
have great excellence. Though 
no actor himself, yet, from being 
80 conversant with the stage, ^nd 
with the various manners of dif- 
ferent eminent performers, he be- 
came no bad theatrical instructor ; 
and to the pains he took in that 
business some considerable actors 
stood indebted for part at least of 
their early approbation. In parti- 
cular it has been asserted, not only 
by Mr. Chetwood himself, but by 
others, that Mr. Barry received 
his first rudiments of theatrical ac- 
tion from this gentleman -, as did 
also a lady, who for many years 
stood in high estimation with the 
audiences of Dublin, viz, Mrs. 
iPitzhenry, formerly Mrs. Gre- 
gory. 

Mr. Chetwood by his first wife 
had a daughter, who was bred up 
to the theatrical life, and was mar- 
ried to one Mr. Gemea. His se- 
cond wife was a grand-daughter 
of Mr. Colley Gibber. Mr. 
Chetwood was living in Dublin 
in the year 17^0, when a play 
was acted for his benefit. He was 
then a prisoner for debt, and, in 
a note to the prologue spoken on 
that occasion, it was asserted, that 
bis old pupil Barry, in his greatest 
distress^ had refused him any as- 
sistance ! He survived till March 3, 
1 jGiy. Chetwood wrote some pi^es 
in the novel way, and a work called 
A General History (^ the Stage, 
which, however, has very little, 
or rathef indeed no merit. He 
has also written the following dra- 
matic pieces : 

1. The Stock-Jolhers; or. The 
Humours of Ezchange Alley, C. 
9vo. 17^0.' 



2. South- Sea. F. 8vo. 172CI. 

3. Lover's Opera. 8vo. 1729- 

4. Generous Free Mason, T. C, 
F. B. Opera. 8vo. 173 !• 

Chri£tian,LieutenantT.P. 
has published two dramatic pieces, 
viz. 

\, Revolution, Hist. Play. 8vo. 
1790. 

2. The Nuptials. Mus, Dram. 
8vo. 1791. 

Christofhersqn, John, one 
of the first Fellows of Trinity 
College, Cambridge, and afterwards 
Bishop of Chichester, wrote, both 
ip Latin and Greek, 

Jephtha. T. 1^46. 

CiBBEB, CoLLBY. This gen« 
tleman, to whom the English stage 
has been in many respects highly 
obliged, both as ^n actor and a 
writer 2 and in the lattei' character 
doubly 80, hy being not only 
greatly assistant in supporting it by 
his numerous and entertaining 
dramatic pieces, but also its his- 
toriographer through a long and 
important period | has given us 
80 very pleashig and iuiparttal a 
detail of the most material circom* 
stances of his life, that we cannojt ' 
apply to a naore perfect source of 
intelligence concerning it than what 
thai work wvll afifoifd us, naore 
especially as in it he has drawn 
the most candid portrait of the 
:(eatures of hi§ min^, ^9 well as 
the clearest narrative of the effects 
produced by the different combi- 
nations of the several part^ of his 
natural disposition. From that^ 
therefore, the greater part of the 
following account >yill, ^in as con- 
cise a manner as possible, be abt 
stracted. 

Mr. Gibber was born, oq thei 
6th of November, O. S. 1^71,, 
in Southampton Street, (poven^ 
Garden. His father, t^ius Gabriej 
pibber> was a native of Hol^tein^* 
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*^l and came into England^ to follow founder, it is not to be wondered 
^'T\| ^is profession of a statuary, sorce at that be was unsuccessful, ila- 
*4 time l)efore the restoration of ther pleased with what he looked 
I KJDg Charles II. The eminence on as a reprieve from the confined 
".*•! to which he attained in his art may lite of a schoolboy, than piqued 
***| be judged frona the two celebrated at the loss of his election, he re- 
iraages of raging and melancholy turned to London, and there, even 
madness on the two piers of the thus early, conceived an inclinntiou 
great gate of Bethlehem Hospital, for the stage, which, however, he, 
and also by the basso-relievo on the on more considerations than one, 
pedestal of that stupendous column thought proper to suppress; and 
called the Monument, erected in therefore wrote down to his father, 
commemoration of the great fire who was at that time employed at 
of London in 1666. His mother Chatsworth in Derbyshire, by the 
was tliC daughter of William Col- Earl (afterwards Duke) of Devon- 
ley, Esq. of Glaiston in Rutland- shire, in tl>e raising that seat to 
shire, whose father. Sir Anthony the magnificence it has ever since 
CoIIey, by his steady attachment possessed, to entreat of him that 
to the royal cause, during the he might be sent as soon as pos- 
troubles of King Charles L*s reign, sible to the university. This re- 
reduced his estate from three thou- quest his father seemed very in- 
sand to about three hundred pounds clinable to comply with, and as- 
per annum. The family of the sured him in his answer, that, as 
Colleys, though extinct by the soon as his own leisure would per- 
deaih of our laureates uncle, Ed- mit, he would go with him to 
ward CoUey, Esq. from whom Cambridge, at which university he 
he received his Christian name, imagined he had more interest to 
and who was the last heir male of settle him to advantage than at 
it, had been a very ancient one j Oxford; but in the mean time^ 
it appearing from Wright's History sent for him down to Chatsworth, 
cf Rutiandshirey that they hadbeen that he might in the interim be 
sheriffs and members of Parlia- -more immediately under his own 
ment from the reign of Henry VII, eye.' 

to the latter end of King Charles I.^ Before young Cibber, however. 
In 1682 'he was sent to the free- could set out on his journey for 
school of Grantham in Lincoln- that place, the Prince of Orange, 
shire, where he stayed till he got afterwards King William III. h^d 
through it, from the lowest form landed in the Vest, so that, when 
to the uppermost; and such learn- our author came to Nottingham, 
ing as that school could give him he found his father in arms there 
is, as he himself acknowledges, among the forces w I) ich the Earl 
the most he could pretend to. of Devonshire had raised to aid 
About 1689 -he was taken from that prince. The c!d man, con- 
school, to stand for the election of sidering this as a very proper season 
children in to Winchester College; for a young fellow to distinguish 
but, having no further interest or himself in, and being besides too 
recommendation than that of his far advanced in years to endure 
own naked merit, and the being the fatigue of a winter campaign, 
descended by the mother's side entreated the Earl of Devonshire 
ffftip W'iUiaiii Nof Wickham ih^ l;o accept of this son in his room^ 
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filled him with a transport which and actor, ^by his first comcHf, H 
could scarcelybe exceeded by those called f^ove's Last Shift, or The |^ 
of Alexander or Charles XII. at Ff)ol in Fashion, were insufficient i^i 
the head of their victorious armies, to promote him to any consider- 
His next step to fame was in con- able cast of parts, till the year 
sequence of Queen Mary*s having l6g7 j when Sir John Vanbrugh 
commanded The Double Dealer to did him a double honour, viz. first, 
be acted^ whenMr.Kynaston,who by borrowing the hint of his co- 
originally played Lord Touch wood, medy for the writing of his Relapse, 
being so ill as to be entirely in- by way of sequel to it j and, se- 
capable of going on for it, Mr. condly, by fixing on him for tho U- 
Cibber, on the recommendation of performance of his favourite cha- jn, 
Congreve, tlie author of the play, racter in it of Lord Foppington. U 
undertook the part, and at that In 1707, however, we find him ^ 
very short notice performed it so considered by Mr. Rich, the pa- v 
well, that Mr. Congreve not only tentee, as of some consequence, . • 
paid him some very high compli- by his excepting him from the 
ments on it, but jecommended number of the performers whom 
him to ati enlargement of salary he permitted Mr. Swiney to engage 
from fifteen to twenty shillings per with for his theatre in the Hay- 
week. But even this success .did market (though our author, on 
not greatly elevate the rank of findinghimself slightingly used by 
estimation in which he stood with this manager, paid no regard to 
the patentees as an actor; for, on thatexception, but joined Swiney)} 
the opening of Druiy Lane theatre and in the ensuing year, when h\t 
in 16Q5» with the remainder of friend Colonel Brett obtained a 
the old company, on the revolt of fourth share in the patent, and the 
Betterton and several of the prin- performers formed a coalition, and 
cipal performers to Lincoln's Inn returned to Drury Lane, Mr. Cib- 
Fields,an occasional prologue which ber also acceded to the treaty, and 
he had written, although acknow- returned with them j but, on th» 
ledged the best that had been of- silencing of the patent in 1709# 
fered, and very readily paid for, he, together with Wilks, Dogget, 
yet would not be admitted to an and Mrs. Oldfield, went over again 
acceptance on any other terms to Mr. Swiney. 
than his absolutely relinquishing In 1711 he became united, an 
any claim tothe speakingit himself, joint-patentee with Collier, Wilks, 
Soon after, his accepting of the and Dogget, in the management of 
part of Fondlewife in The Old Drury Lane theatre; and after- 
Bachelor on a sudden emergency wards in a like partnership with 
(in which, by the dlosest imitation Booth, Wilks, and Sir Richard 
of Dogget, who had been the ori- Steele* During his latter period, 
ginal performer of it, not only in which did not entirely end till 
dress, but invoice and manner, he 1731, the English stage was per- 
obtained an almost unbounded haps in the most flourishing state 
plaudit from the audience), gave it ever enjoyed. But the Toss of 
him some little fiight of reputa« Booth, Mrs. Oldfield, Mrs. Porter^ 
tion ; yet not only this, but even and Mr.Wilks, lopping oflF its prin^ 
the applause which in the ensuing cipal supports, Mr. Cibber sold out 
)rear he obtained, botli as an author bis share of the patent, and retired 
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frooi the public business of the 
stage J to which, however, he at a 
few particular |>enods occasionally 
retoraed, performing at i^o less a 
salary, as we have been informed, 
than fifty guineas per tiight j and 
in the year 1745, -though upwards 
of seventy-four, he appeared in the 
character of Paridulpb, the Pope's 
legate, in his own: tragedy, called 
Papal Tyrowwy, which he perform- 
ed, notwithstanding his advan<ied 
age, with great vigour and spirit. 
What might perhaps be an ad- 
ditional inducement to this gentle- 
man to leave the ^tage at the time 
he did (when, as he himself tells 
us, though it began to grow late 
in life with him, yet, still having 
health and stnength enough to 
have been as useful on the stage 
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parately the various features of that 
portrait, to enable the reader to 
form an idea of him in the several 
points of view, of a man, an actor» 
and a writer. 

As a man, he has tol^ Us, that, 
even from his school-days, there 
was ever a degree of inconsistency 
in his disposition ;' that he was al- 
ways in full spirits ; in some small 
capacity to do right, but in a more 
frequent alacrity to do wrong j and 
consequently often under a worse 
character th^n he wholly deserved. 
A giddy negligence always pos- 
sessed him ; insomuch, that he tells 
us, he remembers having been once 
Whipped for his theme, though his 
master told him at the same time» 
that what was good of it was bet- 
ter than any boy's in the form* 



as ever, he was under no visible The same odd fate frequently at- 



necessity of quitting it), mijght be 
Jms having, in the year 1730, on 
the death' of Mr. Eusden, been 
promoted to the vacant laurel ; the 
salary annexed to which, together 
with what he had saved from the 
emoluments of the theatre, and the 
sale of his share in the patent, set 
him above the necessity of con- 



tended the course of his later con- 
duct in life j for the indiscretion, 
or at least unskilful openness with 
which he always acted, drew more 
ill-will towards him than men of 
worse morals and more wit might 
have met with ; whilst his igno- ' 
ranee and want of jealousy of man- 
kind was so strong, that it was with 



tiauing on it. After a number of reluctance he could be brought to 



years, passed in the utmost ease, 
gaiety, and good-humour, he de- 
parted this Hfe, at Islington, on 
the I2th of December 1757; his 
man-servant (whom he had talked 
to by his bedside at six in the 
morning, in seeming good health) 
finding htm dead at nine, lying on 
his pillow, just as he left him. He 
had recently completed his 86\h 
year. 

Mr. Cibber has, in his own j4po' 
logy foe his life, drawn so open 
and candid a portrait of< himself in 
every light in which we can have 
occasion to consider him, that we 
can by no means do more justice 
ttt his character than by taking se- 



believe any person he was ac- 
quainted with, capable of envy, 
malice, or ingratitude. In short, 
a degree of vanity, sufficient to 
keep htm ever in temper with him- 
self; blended with such a share of 
humility as made him sensible of 
his own follies, ready to acknow- 
ledge them, and as ready to laugh 
at them ; a sprightly readiness of 
wit and repartee, which frequent- 
ly enabled him to keep the laugh 
in his favour, with a fund of good- 
nature, which was not to be ruffled 
when the jest happened to run 
against him ; together with a great 
natural quickness of parts, and an 
intimate acquaintance with elegant 
i4 



120 



C I B 



GIB 



and polile lifej seem to be the. 
principal materials of which his 
character was composed. Few men 
had nriore personal friends and ad- 
mirers, and few men, perhaps, a 
greater .number of undeserved 
enemies. A steady attachment to 
those Revolution principles which 
he iirst set out with in life, thougli 
Hot pursued by him with virulence 
or offence to any one, created a 
party against him, which almost 
constantly prevented his receiving 
those advantages from his writ- 
ings, or that applause for his act- 
ing, which both justly merited. 
Yet, that the malevolence of his 
opppnents had very little effect on 
his spleen, is apparent through 
the whole course of his disputes 
with Mr. Pope; who, though a 
much superior writer with respect 
to sublimity and correctness, yet 
stood very little chance when ob- 
lige4 to encoun tei" with the keen- 
ness of his raillery, and the easy 
unaffected nonchalance of his hu- 
mour. In a word, he seemed most . 
truly of Sir Harry Wildair's tem- 
per, whose spleen nothing could 
move but impossibilities. Nor did 
it seem within the power of even 
age and infirmity to get the bet- 
ter of this self-created happiness 
in his disposition 5 for even in the 
very latter years of his life, when 
amidst a circle of persons, not 
one of whom perhaps had attain- 
ed, to the third part of his age, yet 
has Mr. Cibbei: by his easy good- 
humour, liveliness of conversation, 
and a peculiar happiness he had in 
telling a story, been apparently 
the very life of the company, and, 
but for the too evident marks of 
the hand of titne on his features', 
might haVe been imagined the 
youngest man in it. Add to this, 
that, besides these superficial o^re- 
mens, ho was possessed of great 



humaoity, benevolence, and uni-*' 
versal philanthropy \ and, by con- 
tinued actions of charily, compas- 
sion, and beneficence, ever bore_ 
the strongest testimonial to hxs^ 
being master Of that brightest of 
all sublunary gems, a truly good 
heart. 

As an actor, nothing can surdy 
be a stronger proof of his merit 
than the eminetiqe to which he 
attained in that profession, in 
opposition to all the disadvantages 
which, by his own account, we 
find he had to struggle with. For, 
exclusive of the pains 'taken by 
many of his contemporaries to keep 
him below the notice of the pub- 
lic. Nature seemed hersdf to op- 
pose his advancement. . 

His person, at first, though i^ot 
ill-made, was, he tells us, meagre 
and uninformed (but this de^ct 
was probably soon amended, as-bo 
latterlyhad a figure of sufficient 
fulness and weight for any part) ; , 
his complexion was pale and dis- 
mal, and his voice weak, thin, and 
inclining to the treble. His great- 
est advantages seem to have been 
thoSe of a very accurate ear> and a 
critical judgment of nature. Hia 
chief excellency lay in the walk 
of fops and feeble old men in co- 
medy, in the foirmer of which he 
does not appear ever to. have been 
excelled in any period before him, 
or nearly equalled in any since. 
Yet it is apparent, that he fre-. 
quently acted parts of consequence 
in tragedy, and those too, if not 
with. the admiration^ yet ^ith the 
patient sufferance of the audience 3 
and the rank of estimation he stood 
in, with respect to the public, in 
the opposed lights of a tragedian 
and a comic performer, cannot b« 
better described than in • his own 
words : "I was vaip enough to 
*^ think/' says he, '' that I had 
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*' more ways than one to come at 

"applause, and that, in the va- 

*' riety of characters I acted > the 

"chances to win it were the 

'* strongest on my side. That, if 

" the multitude were not in a roar 

" to see me in Cardind Wolsey, I 

" could be sure of them in Alder- 

'' man Fondiewife. If they hated 

"me in lago, in Sir Fopling ihey 

*' look me for a tine gentieman. 

" If they were sileut at Syphax, 

" ho Italian eunuch was more ap- 

" plauded than I when I sung in Sir 

" Courtly. J f t he morals of iEsop 

" were too grave for them. Justice 

" Shallow w^s as simple and as 

" merry an old rake as the wisest 

" of our young ones could wish 
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me. And though the terror and 
'* detestation raised by King Ri- 
*' chard might be too severe a de- 
** light for tiiem, yet the more 
" gentle and modern vaiiities of a 
" Poet Bayes, or the well-bred 
" vices of a Lord Foppington, 
'' were not at all more than their 
*' merry hearts, or nicer ni orals, 
" could bear.** 

Though, in thiis account, Mn 
Cibber has spoken with great mo- 
deration of himself, yet it is appa- 
rent that he must have had great 
merit in tragedy as well as come- 
dy, since the impression he made 
on the audience was nearly the 
lame in both ; for as it is well 
known that his excellence in re- 
presenting the fops induced many 
to imagine him as great a coxcomb 
in real life as he appeared to be on 
the stage; so, he informs us, that 
from the delight he'seemed to take 
in performing the villainous cha- 
racters in tragedy, half his audi- 
tors were persuaded that a great 
share of the wickedness of them 
must have been in his own nature. 
But this he confesses that he look- 
ed on in the vary light we view it 
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m, in this place, rather as a prafsi 
than a censufe of his performance^ 
since aversion it> that case is no^ 
^hing more than an hatred incurred 
for being like the thing one ou^t 
to be like. 

The third and last view, id 
which we are to consider him, is 
that of a writer. In this ciuiracter 
he was at times very severely ban- 
died by some of his contempcM^iy 
critics) but by none with more 
iiarshness than Mr. Pope. Part/ 
zeal, however, seems to have had 
a large share in exciting the oppo^ 
sition against him, as it is ap^ 
parent, that, when uninfiaeiioed 
by prejudice, the audience has, 
through a course of more than a 
century, received great pleasure 
from several of his pla}'s, wbich 
have constantly formed part of the 
entertainment of every season, and 
some of them repeateitly performed 
with that approbation whjch thef 
undoubtedly merit. The nrost im- 
portant charge against him seemi 
to have been, that his j>^ols wen^ 
not always his own y whieh re- 
flection would have been just, had 
he prodCjced no plays but such as 
he had altered from other authors; 
but in his first letter to Mr. Pope 
he assures u^, and with great 
truth, that his Foolin Fashhn and 
Careless Husband, in particular, 
were as much (if not so valuable) 
originals as any thing his anta- 
gonist had ever written. And in 
excuse for those which he did 6n!y 
alter, or indeed comj^ile front 
others, it is evident that they were 
for the most part composed by col- 
lecting what little was good iit 
perhaps several pieces which had 
had no success, and were laid aside 
as theatrical lumber. On this ac- 
count he was frequently treated ai 
a plagiary; yet it is certain, that 
many of those plays which had 
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been dead to the stage out 'of all the entertainment of the eye ; and 

memory, have, by his assisting that vice and folly, however pleas* 

hand, not only heen restored to ingly habited, are constantly lash* 

life, but have even continued ever ed, ridiculed, or reclaimed in ihem^ 

since in full spirit and vigour. On and virtue as constantly rewarded, 
this account surely the public and The^e is an argument, indeed> 

the original authors are greatly in- which might be pleaded in favour 

debtedtohiro; that sentiment of of this author, were his plays pos- 

the poet being certainly true^ sessed of a much smaller share of 

_,. ^ , , , , . . , merit than is to be found in them j 

''ZrhT ''^ Petrarch! ^^'^^ ^»' ^^^ *»« ^'^^«' «* '«««^ '« 

the early part of his life, through 

Nor have other writers been so necessity, for the support of his 
Ttolently attacked for the same increasing family; his precarious 
fault. Mr. Dryden thought it no income as an actor being then too 
diminufion of his fame to take the scanty to supply it with even the 
same liberty with The Tempest and necessaries of life : and with great 
the Troilus and Cressida of Shak- pleasantry he acquaints us, that 
speare. Nor do these altered plays, his ma<ie and his spouse were 
as Mr. Gibber justly pleads, take equally prolific ; that the one was 
from the merit of those more 3uc* seldom mother of a child, but in 
cessful pieces which were entirely the same year the other made him 
his own. A tailor that can make the father of a play $ and that they 
a new coat well, is not surely the had had a dozen of each sort be- 
worse workman because he can tween them, of both which kinds 
mend an old one j acoblermaybe some died in their infancy, and 
allowed to be useful, though no near an equal number of each 
one will contend for his being fa- were alive when he quitted the 
mous ; nor is any man blameable theatre. . No wonder then, when 
lor doing a little good, though he the Muse is only called upon by 
<:annot do so much as another, family duty, that she should not al* 
Besides, Mr. Gibber candidly de-* ways rejoice in tlie fruit of her la- 
clares, that whenever he took upon hour. This excuse, we say, might 
him to make some dormant play be pleaded in Mr. Gibber's favour: 
of an old author fit for the stage, but we must confess ourselves of 
it was honestly not to be idle that the opinion, that there is no occa- 
set him to work, as a good house- sion for the plea ; and that his 
wife will mend old linen when she plays have merit enough to speak 
has not better employment ; but in their own cause, without the 
that, when he was more warmly necessity of begging indulgence, 
engaged by a subject entirely new. His plots, whether original or 
he only thought it a good subject, borrowed, are lively and full of 
when it seemed worthy of an abler business; yet not confused in the 
pen than his own, and might prove action, nor bungled in the cata- 
as useful to the hearer as profit- strophe. His characters are well 
able to himself. And, inde^, this drawn, and his dialogue easy, gen- 
essential piece of merit must be teel, and natural. And if he has 
grafnted to his own original plays, not the intrinsic wit of a Gon- 
viz. that they always tend to the greve or a Vanbrugh, yet there 
improvement ofthe mind as well as is a luxuriance of fancy in his 
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tfaoii^ts, vhich gives an almost 14. Afyr/i//o. Pastoral Interlude 

equal pleasure^ and a purity in his 8vo. 1715, 

sentiments and morals> the want of 15, Hoi ; or, T/ie Couniry Wake, 

which, in the above-named authors, F. 12mo. \J\5, 

has so frequently and so justly been VQ, Venus and Adonis. Masque. 

censured. In a word, we think the Svo. 1716, 

English stage as much obliged to 17, Nonjuror, C. dvo. 1718- 

Mr. Gibber, for a fund of rational IS. Ximena, T. Svo, 17 19. 

entertainment, as to any dramatic I9. Refusal, C. Svo. 1721. 

writer this nation has produced, 20. Caesar in Egypt. ' Tr« 8vou 

Shakspeare only excepted; and 1725. 

one unanswerable evideiK)e has 21. Provoked Husband, Com. 

been borne to the satisfaction the (Part by -Sir John Vantmi^.) 

public have received from his Svo. 1728. 

plays, and such an one as no au* 22. Rival Queans. Coaucal 

thor besides himself can boast, viz. Tragedy. Svo. I72g, 

that although the number of his 23. Love in a.Riddie. Pasfnal. 

dramatic pieces is very extensive, Svo. 1729. [Misprinted 17I9-] 

a considerable part are now, and 24. Damon and PkiiUda. fialbd 

seem likely to continue, on the list Op. Svo. l?^- 

of acting and favourite plays. 25. Papal Tyranny in i&e Ragm 

As a writer, exclusive of the of King John, T. Svo. 1745. 

st^ge, his two letters to Mr. Pope, 26. The Lady^s LecUure. Tlieat. 

and his Apology^for his own Life, Dial. Svo. 174S. 

are too well known, and too justly His name is put tx> an open^ 

admired, to leave us any room to called, 

expatiate on their worth. His 27. Ckuck. 1736. 

dramatic pieces are, Daniel Defoe ascribes to him 

1. Love'i Last Shifi. C. 4to. the anonymous tragedy, called, 
l6gd, 2S. Cinna's Conspirmy. 4to. 

2. JVoman's Wit.CAio.\6Q7. 17J3. 

3. Xerxes, T. 4to. 1699. We have also heard attributed to 

4. King Richard the Third. T. Cibber, 

altered. 4to. 1700. 29. The Temple if Dulmess. C. 

'5. Love makes a Man, C. 4to. O. 4to. 1745. 

1701 . And Oulton's List names a piece, 

6, Shetvou'dandShewoiCdnQt. probably an abridgment of this 
C^ 4to. 1703. last, called, 

7, Careless Husband. C, 4to. 30. Capochio and Dorinna, M. 
1705. E. 4to. N.D. 

8, Perolla and Ixadora. Trag. Cibber, Susanna - Makia. 
4to. 1706. This lady, whose maiden mmm 

g. School Boy', Com. 4to. 1707. was Arne, and whose merit as aa 

10. Comical Lovers. C. 4to. actress was well known, and long 

£1707.] established, was the daughter of 

\l. Double. Gallant. C. 4to. an eminent upholsterer in Covent 

[1707.] Garden, and sister to that great 

12, Lady* s last Stake. C. 4to. musical composer Dr. Thomas Au- 
[17O8.] gustine Arne. Her first appear* 

13. Rival Fools. C. 4to. [17^ ] ^"^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^S^ ^^^ ^ ^ singer ) 
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in which light the sweetness of her 
voice and the strength of her judg- 
ment rendered her very soon con- 
spicuous. In the year 1736, how- 
ever, she made her first attempt as 
a speaking performer, in the cha- 
racter of Zara, in Mr. Hill's tra- 
gedy of that name, being its first 
representation afr Drury Lane -, in 
which part she gave both surprise 
and delight to the audience, wlio 
were/ no less charmed with the 
beauties of her present perform- 
ance, than with the prospect of 
future entertainment from so va- 
luable an acquisition to the stage ; 
a prospect which was ever after 
perfectly maintained, and a meri- 
dian lustre shone forth fully equal 
to what was promised from the 
morning dawn. And though it 
may not appear to have any im- 
mediate relation with our present 
design, yet we cannot, with justice 
to her merits, dispense with the 
transmitting down to posterity, by 
this opportunity, some slight idea 
of this capital ornament of our 
stage. Her person was perfectly 
elegant ; tbr although she some- 
what declined beyond the bloom 
of youth, and even wanted that 
embonpoint which sometimes is 
assistant in concealing the impres- 
sion made by the hand of time, 
yet there was so complete a sym- 
metry and proportion in the dif-- 
ferent parts which constituted this 
lady's form, that it was impossible 
to view her figure and not think 
iier young, or look in her face and 
not consider her handsome. Her 
voice was beyond conception 
plaintive and musical, yet far from 
deficient in powers for the expres- 
sion of resentment or disdain ; and 
so much equal command of fea- 
ture did she possess for the repre- 
sent^on of pity or rage, of com- 
pl^acencc or disdain^ that it would 



be difficult to say whether she af* 
fected the hearts of an audience 
most, when playing the gentle, the 
delicate Celia, or the haughty, tlje 
resenting Hermione; in the inno- 
cent love-sick Juliet, or in the 
forsaken, the enraged Alicia. In a 
word, through eveiy cast of trage- 
dy she was admirable ; and, could 
we forget the excellence of a Prit- 
chard, we should be apt to say, 
inimitable. She made some at- 
tempts in comedy. They were, 
however, in no degree equal to her 
excellence in the opposite walk j 
and, indeed, after the mention we 
have just made of another lady, it 
will be sufficient to remind our 
reader, that one actor and one ac- 
tress, universally capital, are as 
much as can be expected to be 
the produce of a single century. 
But to drop this digression. Mrs. 
Cibber was second wife to Mr. 
Theopbilus Cibber, of whose life 
we shall immediately relate some 
of the circumstances. They were 
married in Apyril 1734; and what 
were the consequences of their 
union are too well known to ren- 
der our entering into any particu- 
lars in relation to them necessary. 
In the latter yea\*s of Mrs, Gib- 
ber's life she performed at Drur^ 
Lane Theatre j bilt being subject 
to a disorder which was unfortu- 
nately unknown to her physician, 
and consequently treated impro- 
perly, she was often, as Mr. Da- 
vies observes, prevented from giv- 
ing the public ** that exquisite 
*' pleasure which she was sure 
'^ to impart whenever she acted, 
'^ Her health was so precarious, 
*' and she was so subject to fre- 
" quent relapses, that the news- 
" papers ranked her amongst the 
'' dead near three months sooner 
^' than her decease. ^About a 
" month before her death, the 
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"Kin^ commanded the comedy, 

'* of The Provoked IVife 3 she was 

** then indisposed, but was sup- 

•" posed to be recovering some de- 

'* gree of health ; nothing could 

*' prevent her paying her duty to 

" the King and Queen by playing 

*' the part of Lady Brute, a cha- 

** racter for which she had always 

*' discovered a most remarkable 

" fondness. The apting this part, 

" when her health was so infirm., 

*' some people believed to be the 

'* cause of her death ; but the 

" truth is, she^had been strongly 

" pressed to bathe in sea-water, to 

" which she had a most fixed 

'^ aversion : however, she com plied 

*' with the advice of a verv emi- 

*' nent and skilful physician, and 

*' that Compliance precipitated her 

" death. Her indisposition was 

supposed to be a bilious colic ; 

but on her body being opened, 

it proved that her disorder arose 

'^ from stomach- ^Yorms." 

^he died the 30th of January 
1766, and was buried in the cloy- 
sters of Westminster Abbey. 

A gentleman, who was in com- 
pany with Mr. Garrick when the 
news of her death was brought, 
heard him pronounce hereuloginra 
in the following words : ** Then 
*' tragedy expired with her; and 
'* yet she was the greatest female 
" plague belonging to my house, 
^' 1 could easily parry the artless 
*' thrusts, and despise the coarse 
'* language, of some of my other 
" heroines *, but whatever was 
** Gibber's object, a new part or 
'' a new dress, she was always 
*' sure to carry her point by the 
*' acuteness of her invective, and 
** the steadiness of her perse- 
" verance." 

Mrs. Gibber has a right to a 
place in this work as a dramatic 
writer, having brought a very ele- 



gant little piece on the stage, taken 
from the French, called 

The Oracle, Com. of one act. 
8vo. 3752. 

Gibber, Theo^rilus. This 
gentleman was son of the cele- 
brated laureat, and husband to the 
lady mentioned in the preceding 
article. As if the very beginning 
pf his life was intended as a presage 
of the confusion and perplexities* 
which were to attend the progress 
of it, and of the dreadfial catastro« 
phe which was to put the closing 
period to it, he was born on the 
day of the violent and destructive 
storm, 26th of November 1703, 
whose fury ranged over the great- 
est part of Europe, bat was parti- 
cularly fatal to this kingdom. In 
what degree of eldership he stood 
among the children of the laureat, 
we know not ; but as it is apparent 
that Mrs. Gibber was very prolific, 
and as our hero did not corrie into 
the world tiH ten years after his 
fether*s marriage, it is probable he 
had many seniors. About the year 
1716 or 1717 he was sent to Win- 
chester school, where he received 
all the education he had to boast 
of, and very soon after his return 
from thence (as he performed in 
The Conscious Lovers in* 172I) 
came on the stage. Inclination 
and genius probably induced him 
to make this profession his choice j 
and the power his father possessed 
as one of the managers of the 
Theatre Royal, togetlier with the 
estimation he stock! in as an actor, 
enabled this his son to pursue 
it with considerable advantages, 
which do not always ^o favourably 
attend the first attempts of a young 
performer. In this profession, 
however, he quickly gave proofs of 
great merit> and soon attained a 
considerable share of the public fa- 
vour. His manner of acting was 
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in the ^nie walk of characters 
irbicb hisfathet had with so much 
and sojost a reputation supported. 
In bis steps he trod, and though 
not whb equal excellence, yet 
witb sufficient to set him on a rank 
with most of the rising generation 
d performers, both as to present 
worthy and future prospect of im- 
ppcnrement. 

The same natural imperfections, 
"wbicb were so long the bars to his 
fetlicr's theatrical advancement, 
•food still more strongly in bis way. 
His person was far from pleasing, 
the featiu-es of his face were ratlier 
disgostiug. His voice had the same 
sbrifl treble, but without that mu- 
sical harmony which Mr. Colley 
Gibber was master of. Yet still an 
apparent good understanding and 
qaickness of parts ; a perfect knoAv- 
ledge of what he ought to repre- 
sent; together with a vivacity in 
lus manner, and a kind of egron- 
terie, which was well adapted to 
the characters he was to repre- 
sent; pretty amply counterbalanced 
those deficiencies. In a word, bis . 
£rst setting out in life seemed to 
promise the assurance of future 
happiness to him, both as to ease, 
and even afiluence of circum- 
stances^ and with respect to fame 
and reputation ; had not one foible 
overclouded bis brightest prospects, 
and ajt length led him into errors, 
the consequences of which it was 
almost impossible he should ever be 
able to retrieve. This foible was 
no other than extravagance and 
want of economy. A fondness 
for indulgences, which a moderate 
^bcome could not afford, probably 
induced him to submit to obliga- 
tions which it had the appearance 
of meanness to accept of; the 
consciousness of those obligations, 
and the use he imagined they 
jpight be made of against him. 
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perhaps might at first prevail on 
him to appear ignorant of what it 
was but too evident he could not 
avoid knowing, and afterwards, 
urge him to steps, in«the pursuance 
of which, without his by any means 
avenging his wrongs, his fame, his 
peace of mind, his credit, and even 
his future fortunes, were all wreck- 
ed at once. The real actuating 
principles of tlie human heart it is 
impossible to dive into, and the 
charitably- disposed mind will ever 
be inclinable to believe the best; 
especially with regard to those who 
are no longer in a condition to de- 
fend themselves. Let then his 
ashes rest in peace ; and, avoiding 
any minute investigation of those 
circumstances which cast a lower- 
ing cloud over his character while 
living, proceed we to those few 
particulars which immediately 
come within our notice as bis his- 
toriographers. 

Mr. Theophilus Gibber seems 
to have entered into the matrimo'- 
nial state pretty early in life. 
His first wife was one Miss Jeni>y 
Johnson, who was a companion 
and intimate of Miss Raftor*s 
(afterwards Mrs. Cltve), and in 
her very earliest years had a strong 
inclination for the stage. This 
lady, according to her husband's 
own account of her, seemed likely 
to have made a very conspicuous 
figure in the theatre, had not 
death^ in 1733, put a stop to her 
career, in the very prime of life. 
She left behind her two daughters, 
Jane and Elizabeth. The first- 
mentioned of these ladies made 
two or three attempts on the stage ; 
but, though agreeable in her per*^ 
son and elegant ;n h^r manner, 
yet, from the want of sufficient 
spirit, and the defect of but an 
indifferent voipe^ she met with nq 
extraordinary success* 
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After the death of Mrs. Jane for some considerable sQins, ao4 
Cibber, Mr. Cibber paid his ad- thrown into the King's Bench pri* 
dresses to Miss Susanna Maria son. By the means of benefit* 
Arne, whose amiable and virtuous plays, however, and other assist* 
disposition, he himself informs ances, he obtained his liberty; 
us, were the considerations that but as the affair relating to hit 
induced him to niake her his wife, wife, who was now become an 
She was at that time remarkable actress of the first consequence, 
on the stage only for her ipusical and in the highest favour with the 
fjualifications } but soon after their town, had greatly prcjudicc^d him, 
naarriage made her first attempt as not only in the opinion of the 
an actress, her success in which we public, but even by standing as a 
have taken notice of under the bar to his theatrical engagements j 
last article. Mr. Cibbefs pecu- and, as his natural passion for dis« 
liiary indiscretions, however, not sipation could not be kept within 
permitting him to restrain his ex- bounds, these difficulties repeated- 
peuses within the limits of his own ly occurred to him, and he wai 
and his wife's salaries and bene- frequently excluded entirely front 
£ts, though their amount was very any theatre, for a whole season 
. jconsiderable> he took a journey to together. In these distresses he 
l^rance for some short tin^e, in the was ever ready to head any thea- 
. year 1738j on his return from trjcal mutiny that might put it ui 
which he appears first to have taken his power to form a separate com* 
.notice of too close an intimacy pany, which he more than once 
between his wife and a certain attempted to fix at the theatre 'm 
young gentleman of fortune, with the Haymarket, but in vain j the 
-whom he. had united himself ap- legislative power, urged to exer- 
parently by all the closest ties of tion by the interests of the esta- 
friendship. How far he was or blished and patent theatres, con- 
was not guiky of the meanness stantly putting a stop to his pro- 
charged on him of being accessary ceedings after a few nights* per- 
to their correspondence, is a point formance. In one continual series 
we shall not here enter into the dis- of distress, extravagance, and per- 
cussion of. A suit was comnoenced plexity of this kind, did he con- 
fer criminal conversation, he lay- tinue till the winter of 1758, 
ing his damages at 5000/. ; the ver- when he was engaged by Mr. 
fiicton which, of only ten pounds Sheridan, to go over to Dublin, to 
clamages, top plainly evinces the assist him in making a stand against 
sense of the administrators of jus- the new theatre, just then opened 
tice in the case, to need ai^y fur- in opposition to him, in Crow 
ther comment. Street. On tliis expedition Mr. 

After this events Mr. Gibber's Cibber embarked at Park^ate (to- 
creditors, who were numerous, gether with Mr. Maddox, the ce- 
and had perhaps been somewhat lebrated wire-dancer^ who had also' 
appeased from the prospect of th^ been engaged as an auxiliary to 
pecuniary advantages that might the same theatre), on board the 
accrue to thejr debfof in conse- Dublin Trader, some time in the 
quence of the (1*131, became mor^ month of October ; but the high 
impatient than ever > and not long winds, ^hich are frequent at that 
after, Mr, Cibber was arrested time of the year in St. George's 
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ebannel^ and which are fatal to 
<nj?ny .vessels in the passage from 
this jcingdom to Ireland, proved 
partiailarly so to this. I'he vessel 
^vas driven to the coast of Scot- 
land, where it was cast away, every 
soul in it (and the passengers were 
extremely numerous) perishing in 
the waves, and the ship itself so 
enttrcly lost, that scarcely any 
vestiges of it remained to indicate 
wher« it had been wrecked, ex- 
cepting a box containing books 
and paj>ers, which were knov^^n to 
be Mr. Gibber's, and which were 
cast up on the western coast of 
•Scotland. — [So said Mr. Bakery 
bat this was a mistake ; for we 
Jbave since found, that in this ship, 
in which Theoph. Gibber, Maddox, 
and others perished, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jefferson, Mr. Arthur and family, 
Mrs. Ch/iKibers, and some others 
were passengers, and, by leaping 
into a small boat, were saved.] 

Thus fell the well-known Mr. 
Tlieophilus Gibber, whose life was 
begun, pureued, and ended in a 
storm. Possessed of talents that 
might have made him happy, and 
qualities that might have rendered 
him beloved, yet, through a too 
Insatiable thirst for pleasure, and a 
want of consideration in the means 
of pursuing it, his life was one 
scene of misery, and his character' 
made the mark of censure and 
contempt; Now, !.owever, let his 
virtues, which were not a few, 
remain on record ) and, for his 
ifldiscrellons. 

Let them be buried with him in the 

grave, 
3ut not remembcr*d in his epitaph. 

As a writer, he has not rendered 
himselfvery conspicuous, excepting 
fn some appeals to the public on 
peculiar circumstances of his own 
distressed life. He was indeed 
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concerned in, and has put his 
name to. An /Account of the JJtm 
of the Poets of Great Britain and 
Ireland, \n five volumes, 12mo. 
But in this work bis own peculiar 
share was very inconsiderable, 
Mr. Shiels and many other hands 
having been concerned with him 
in it. In the dramatic way he 
produced the following pieces : 

1 . Henry the Sixth, from Shak- 
spcare. 8vo. N.D: [1/23.] 2d 
edit. 1724. 

2. The Lover, C. 8vo. 1730. 

3. Patie and Peggy. B.O. 8vo. 
1730. 

4. The Harlofs Progress $ or» 
The Ridotto al Fresco. P, 4to. 
1733. 

5. Romeo and Juliet. T. Svo. 
N. D. [1748.] 

6. The Auction. F. Svo. 1757^ 
To him also we find ascribed, 

7. Damon and Daphnp. Past. 
1733. N. P. 

8. The Mock Officer. F. 1733. 
N. P. 

Clancy, Michael, M. D. 
This gentleman was the son of 
a military man, of an ancient and 
once powerful family in the county 
of Glare. He appears to have been 
born at the latter end of the seven- 
teenth, or beginning of the eigh- 
teenth century; and, in the eighth 
year of his age was settled at one 
of the be^ colleges in Paris, where 
he continued until the time that 
the late Duke of Ormond fled from 
England, and went to St.- Grer- 
mains. On that occasion he, with 
two of his companions, stole out 
of the college to see a person wh<> 
had rendered himself so celebrated 
in Europe; which having accom- 
plished, he was, either from fear 
or sh^me, deterred from returning 
to his preceptor. He accordingly 
jesolved to go to his natiye coun-^ 
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try, for which purpose he took a obtained the degree of doctor, at- 
place in the boat for Harfleur, in Rheims. At what time he re- 
Normandy J and soon after ar- turned to Ireland is unknown, but 
riving at Havre de Grace ob- he was there in 1737, when hei 
taioed a passage to Dublin. Un- was deprived of his sight by an 
knowing who his relations were, accidental cold. This rendering 
or at what place they resided, but him incapable of his profesision, he 
remembering to have heard that amused himself with writing his 
he sprung from a family on the comedy called The Sharper, which 
borders of the county of Clare, he was acted five limes in Smock 
determined to go into that part of Alley, and obtained him the no- 
the kingdom. Accordingly he set tice of Dean Swift, 
out, and made his way through From this period, his life seems 
Kilkenny, where he met with a to have been passed with all the 
gentleman who took compassion inconveniences that result from 
on his helpless state, and, in re- confined circumstances, and an 
quital of some services formerly inability to procure the means of 
done by his father, supported him subsistence by a profession. He, 
and placed him in a free-school however, obtained, from the late 
belonging to that town. Here he King, a pension of forty pounds a 
continued three years, when the ye^r during his life ; and, in the 
misfortunes of his benefactor de- year 1746, procured a sum 'of. 
privedhioi of the assistance he had money by performing the part of 
derived from that quarter. About Tiresias the blind prophet, in CE^i^ 
this time an accident brought him ptis, for his own benefit, at Drury 
to the knowledge of his relations. Lane. He afterwai^s was settled 
by whom he was sent to Trinity at l^ilkenny, at the Latin School 
College, Dublin, and became a there. He is the author of a Latin 
pupil of Dr. James King. poem, called Templum Feneris ; 
He remained at the university sive, Amorum Rhgpsodus ; and of 
near four years.; at the end of three dramatic piieces, whose titles 
.which time, finding no prospect of are, 

advancement, and being young 1. Tamar^ Prince of Nubia, T, 
and sanguine, he determined to about 1739. N. P. 
leave Ireland once more for France. 2. Hermon, Prince of Chorcea. 
He accordingly went a passenger T. 8va. 1/46. 
on board aship bound for Rochelle, 3. The Sharper. C. 8vo. 1750. 
and set sail on the 25th of July Clarke, G£or6bSombrSi6.D« 
1724. In three days time the Fellow of Trinity College, Oxfords 
vessel gained sight pf L'Isle Dieu, This name is prefixed to 
on the coast of Britany; but on CEdipus King of Thebes, T. 8vo. 
the fourth a storm arose, which I/90. ,; 
drove it to the coast of Spain, Clarke, Stephen j a coal- 
where it was stranded on theshore^ merchant, we believe, and author 
at about a [pile's distance from the of, 

town of St. Sebastian, in Biscay. 1. The Poison Tree. Dr. 8vo. 

From this place he obtained a pas*-, I8O9. 

sage to Rochelle, and from thence 2. The Torrid Zone. Dr. 8va> 

to Bourdeaux, where he proposed I8O9. 
to study physic. He afterwards Clel and, John. ^. This gentl,^ 
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man was a sbn of the Colonel 
Gleland^ who was so close an in- 
timate with, and so zealous an ad- 
vocate for, Mr. Pope. In the early 
part of his life this his son was in 
the service of the £ast India Com- 
pany ; and, about the year 173d, 
was at their settlement at Bombay. 
He quitted this situation rather 
precipitately, and spent some years 
in different parts of Europe, He 
seems to have imbibed no small 
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be held in the highest estimation. 
She was the daughter of Mr. Wil- 
liam Raftor, a gentleman who was 
a native of the city of Kilkenny in 
Ireland, and bred to the law 5 but 
being strongly attached to the in- 
terests of the unfortunate King 
James II. when that monarch was 
in Ireland, he entered Into his ser- 
vice J on whiiJh account a consi- 
derable paternal estate in the coun- 
ty of Kilkenny, which he would 



share of the vices of the East, if otherwise have inherited, became 



we may form a judgment of him 
from his novel, entitled. The 
Memoirs of a Woman of Pleasure, 
a book of the most pernicious ten- 
dency, and justly censttred by* 
evfery one who has the least regard 
to virtue or decency. His Memoirs 
of a Coxcomb have also much li- 
4;entiousness, but at the same time 
great merit. In the dramatic way 
he published three pieces, none 
of which have made an appearance 
on the stage, viz. 

1. Titm Vespasian. T. 8vo. 
1755. 

2. The Ladies* Sulscripiion, Di** 
Performance. 8vo. 1755. 

8. Tomho'Chiqui, Dram. £nt. 
in three acts. 8vo. 1758. 

He died Jan. 23, 1789, aged 82. 

Clbrke, William. Of this 
imthor no particulars are known } 
except that he wrote, and acted. 



forfeit to the crown. After the 
decisive battle of the Boyne, how- 
ever, he still followed his master's 
fortunes; and through that interest 
and his own merit, obtained a 
captain's commission in the service 
of Louis XIV. But Afterwards, 
proicuring a pardon from the Eng- 
lish court, he came to this metropo- 
lis, where he married the daughter 
of an eminent citizen, on Fish 
Street Hill 5 by whom he had se- 
veral children, and, among the 
l^t, the subject of our present 
ttiemoir. 

Miss Raftor was born in 1 711, 
and showed a very early inclina- 
tion and genius for the stage. Her 
naturd turn of humour^ and her 
pleasing manner of singing songs 
cf spirit, induced sonae friends to 
recommend her to Mr. Colley Cib- 
ber> then one of the managers of 



^ith about twenty other gentle- Drury Lane Theatre, who imme- 
me^ of quality, at Edinburgh, at diately engaged her at a'^nnall sa- 



Christmas 1662-3, 
entitled 

Mardanoi or. The Discovery, 
T.C. 4to. 1663. 

Clive, Catharine. Hiis 
lady, whose oame as a dramatic 



one piece, lary. Her first appearance was in 
boy's clothes, in the character of a 
page, in the tragedy of Miihri-^' 
dates. King of Pantus, in which she 
was introduced only to sing a song. 
Yet even in this she met with great 



writer we are obliged to mention applause. This was in 1728, at 

here, is however much better which time she was but seventeen 

known for her unequalled merit years of age; and in the very same 

At a comedian; in which light, season we find that the audience 

while any theatrical records are paid so great attention to her merit 

ifemaintng, her Memory must ever tn the pa^t of Phillida, in Cibber*ii 
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Jjwe in a. Riddle, which party pre- 
judice had determined to condemn, 
right or wrong, on account of the 
author, as to suffer their riotous 
ci^^J0urs to subside whenever she 
was on ihe stage ; a compliment 
^vhich they even denied to the 
blood royal itself, on the ensuing 
night. In 1731, however, she had 
an opportunity afforded her, which 
she did not permit to pass unem- 
ployed, of breaking forth on the 
public in a full blaze of comic 
brightness. This was in the part 
of Nell, in The Devil to Pay ^ or. 
The IViues Metamorphosed \ a bal- 
lad farce, written by Coffey, in 
which she threw out a full exer- 
tion of those comic powers, from 
which every frequenter .of the 
theatre afterwards received such 
infinite delight. Her merit in 
this character occasioned her salary 
to be doubled, and not only esta- 
blished her own reputation with 
the audience, but fixed the piece 
itself on the constant list of acting 
farces j an honour which perhaps 
it would never have arrived . at, 
bad she not been in it. In the 
year 17^%, she was married to G, 
Clive, Esq. brother of the late 
Mr. Baron Clive. They did not, 
however, cohabit long together j. 
yet, notwithstanding the tempta- 
tions to which a th^tre is some- 
tinoes lapt to iexpose young persons 
of the female sex, and the too 
great readiness of the public to 
give way te unkind suppositiwis 
in regard to them, calumny itself 
bas never seemed to aim the slight- 
j^ ^rrow at her fame. 

T^ expatiate on her merit as an 
3Ctress would far exceed our li- 
mits, and be wholly unnecessary. 
After continuing the delight of the . 
town fhore than fjarty years, she 
ift'ithdrew from the public service 
,A|yril 24^ 17^» at a time when 



her abilities for the stage were 
uniuipaired. Her neighbour, Mr. 
Walpole, wrote an epilogue, which 
she spoke on her last appearance. 
She retired to Strawberry Hill> 
near Twickenham 5 where she 
continued to enjoy health, ease, 
good-humour, and independence, 
till her death ; which happened 
on the 6th of Pecember 1785. 

As an author, we presume, ahe 
never aimed at immortality 5 yet 
she, at different benefits of her 
own, introduced five several peiiie 
pieces on the stage, neither of 
which Was totally devoid of merit; 
Their titles are as follow : 

1 . The Rehearsal -, or. Bays in 
Petticoats. C. 8vo. 3 753. 

2. Every Woman in her Hu- 
mour. 17QO. N. P. 

3. Sketqh of a Fine Judy's 5e- 
iurnfrom a Rout. 1763. N. P. 

4. The Faithful Irishwoman. F, 
1765. N.P. 

5. Island of Slaves. 176;i. N.P. 
Only the first of tb^se, however, 
has yet appeared in print j and as . 
to the last, it is no more than an 
almost literal translation of Ma- 
rivauK*s fsledes ^c/avm, executed, • 
as she herself confesses, by a gen- 
tleman at her request. 

Copa, James. This respectable 
dramatist was born in 1756, and, 
in 1771, elected into the Secre- 
tary's Office, in the East India 
House ; in which he has continued 
ever since, and now hqlds the 
bigh situation of Assistant Secre- 
tary to that Hon. Company. Dos:. 
2S, I BOO, Mr. Cbbb married a 
Miss Stanfell, pf Fratton, in 
Hampshire; and his friends re- 
cognise in him the man of wit 
and the gentleman, distinguishe|l 
by a liberal mind and open heart. 
A variety of performances, on df^r 
sultory subjects, chiefly satirical 
and exhibited in periodical pv^blir 
k2 
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cations, early marked his talents, 
and introduced him to the ac- 
quaintance and esteem of many 
literary characters. In the dra* 
matic way, his first effort was an 
occasional prologue, spoken by 
Misi Pope, for her benefit, at the 
Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, 17/3, 
and sent anonyrftously to her : 
when this prologue was submitted, 
among many others, to Mr. Gar- 
rick, it received his entire appro- 
bation ; and so highly did he think 
of it, that he suggested some slight 
alterations, which were adopted 
by the author. Of the pieces more 
immediately dramatic, produced by 
Mr. Cobb, the following is, we 
believe, an accurate list : 

i. The Contract 5 or, The Fe- 
male Captain, F. I779. N. P. 

2. Wedding Night, M.F. 178O. 
N.P. 

3. Who *d have thought It? F. 
1781. N.P. 

4. Kensington Gardens, Interl. 
1781. N. P. 

5. The Humourist. F. 1785. 
N. P. 

6. Hurly Burly, Pant, (assisted 
by T. King). 1>85. N. P. 

7. Strangers at Hpme, C. O. 
8vo. 1786. 

S, English Readings, C.P. 6vo. 

1787. 

9. The First Floor. F. Svo. 
1787. 

10. Love in the East. C. O. 
8vo. 1788. 

11. Doctor and Apothecary , F. 
8vo. 1788. 

12. Haunted Tower. CO. 1789. 

13. Peor Old Dmry! Prelude. 
1791. N.P. 

14. Siege of Belgrade. C. O. 
[Songs only.] Svo. 1791. 

15. The Algerine Slaves, Mus. 
Ent. 1792. N.P. 

1& Pirates. C. O. [Songs only.] 
«vo. 1792. 
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17. The Cherokee. CO. 1794. 
N.P. 

18. Shepherdess of Cheapside. 
M.F. [Songs only.] Svo. 1796. 

19. hamaJi Droog. C O. 8vo. 
1800. 

20. Paul and Firginia. M. D. 
1800. N. P. 

ll.Algonah. CO. 1802. N.P. 

22. A House to be Sold. Mus. 
Piece. Svo. 1802. 

23. The Wife of Two Husbands. 
M. D. Svo. 1803. * 

24. Sudden Arrivals. C. I8O9. 
N.P. 

CocKBURN, Catherine. See 
Trotter. 

Cookings, George, had in 
early life a small place under Go- 
vernment, at Boston, in America. 
In the latter part of his life he 
was in England ; and, on the re- 
signation of Mr. Shipley, obtained 
the place of register of the Society 
of Arts, Manufactures, and Com- 
merce, in the Adelphi, which he 
held for thirty years, and died the 
6th of February 1802. He was 
author of a poem entitled The Ame- 
rican War J and at one time read 
'Milton, &c. by way of a lecture, 
to his friends. Beside the above- 
mentioned poem, he wrote several 
other wretched performances ; and, 
among the rest, one play called 

The Conquest of Canada ; or. 
The Siege of Quebec. An Historical 
Tragedy. Svo. 1766. 

C0DRIN6TON, Robert, A.M. 
This writer was descended from 
an ancient and estimable family in 
Gloucestershire, in which county 
be was born in the year 1601, and 
at seventeen years of age, viz. on 
July 29, 1619, he was elected 
demy of Magdalen College, Ox- 
ford 'y being then of some months 
standing in tl\^t house. Here he 
took the degrees in arts, that of 
roaster being completed in 1626. 
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He aftcrvaods wcat abroad ca bis 
traTels; od Ins letoni from which,, 
hcmg p osB^Bfc d c£ zn iDdepeaMknt 
fortune, be Hvod. Ux several jears 
in Ncrfc^^ and tiiem jemamed* 
At lez^th, bovnerer, be went to 
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7- TX^ Boarding'SHtfsol y or, T-4/ 
SiioK CcpUan. O. bro. IJJ'^. 

8. 77ie Merry O^lUr', or, 7/^ 
St€xm.d Pari rf T^it DtvU t^ ffly. 



FO- 



jio. 1735, 



9' 7"-6^ D^il npf/m tw/ Siu h j 



JjDodtm, wbne be settkd icir tbe or, 7a^ Cvuiary biraM. h, ¥, bio, 

rest of Lk life; vlodb isits pet a 17-^^- 

period to, in tbe gcsaeral greai ca- Mr. C^M^j « as is iii pcriioa 

lanitT of the pl^rgae in that citj, o>L't.^de3^;r cf^'jrajft^ ; ^ n Jj^> 

in 1665. He ■■ras a iziik parlia- iii2a »» irjrj»n: lea^jr tv Tit'uji vi, 

meataffisn, as s r ^ /ea n in iiic ijfe aia3 eren y^ ia, si;/ ri^^]^*rrr *ju 

of tbe £arl cf tiMry n Ixii be bas Liiini-if : coe rvsixnik^v^* }'J).^^:xx'Je 

a vt^QssbxxB cf -vhk^ v^s. Lit ptsitim,^!^ il«t; 

., boi «e&s princ^aDj 10 cisiaclcrfef JE^Kij* icc^i^W cnrs, t^- 

aod nzzH^bcusL ; saxMOBg ibt t^Ju cf ^isr 1745)^ lasji 'm-tst tr^ 

bifcr cf vincii be 1^ jydr a tr2iz»- rksi k. tie priKL t£ hL iS^jf^^jesA 

btka cf fine Lacis p^^ wrrissm I>2ms^ 

bf G- Ei^ie, of Cfice H*^ Cvjuzif, t:z Ksn^j%. TiiA 

tbcr vas a jHCTe of Ixaa^ H^ jo^t:. iia inrx^jccwni: '^f^\*imr,;\ 'X^ 

p- 1^ ear- xvryj ., ^SL iia««*i»lyt, 

***r^ usa? lie T!!E»i2^ «: !'>* iie^*- 
i.'an. ji catet LiKL :5^^ ::'>'^^ at 
A:aii>:itne. c tie ?*;ai: vc l/t^rsrp* 

-ji!;!* iii:,7 aw^nrr ^^sart of 315:^1 
iaiC i ici*: «sc, 2x#c wukk itme 

-esc'r jsnisr tie t?:^l uf i-c-r^n. 1. 
H* ^iwhr i^tt ie?rt *2/i It JiJ%*: 

i;acx tusr ircin- a iar ir li^' 



bad SD 'verr ^ssg^^OoESst n£ vris^xi:^ 
gcsruxft^ bfturx'vai.uiiiuiUE^ arir.^ 
DBS viiiD aone »*^^"* iii 
_ jn£ pBBcmii^ ixji» iSs licd 
^RT of Jei^ox: 1^ £aLe£ TxAf X»sz)^' 
^^ y% JejntsiK tnsrsaine iiiuc 
vnL aane fniis? tYrarrgrtig 
inr: vni inte muaxst^ 

|c^ canasmsed. Tut -mmsvaz 



I. 



. O 



Jar :. vr^ Tut 

i- I*mevi: . tc^ Jut 

&n a: *^ft* hum,, v- i»vt J^;^^ 
5. Tut l0^L n f0ttt - tr^ r>iS 



^:;5t{ iie C'lmuLHrnr^ at ttltjii, tue*- 



ft Hiidrt- inr 1:n. -r-is; i Tovi^ 
vmi- lift ■iiiiiv»r*ii»^i-^xr L^.'--!! inrs 



ig: ▼"St' r *^ - ;Tfu»*^ *pTTT.r ^-^^ tr _r^ 
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sbion*s sake than from any other 
motive. In 1632 he set out on 
a tour of Europe, and travelled 
through trance, Italy, Germany, 
ike. Here, however, there ap- 
pears an essential difference in the 
biographvrs of his life ; Cibber, in 
his Lives ffthe Poets, vol . i i . p, 2 1 (5, 
positively declaring, that he went 
abroad with Sir Kenelm Digby, 
and >)vas absent for the space of 
twelve years ; and Langbnine and 
all the other writers making him 
complete his tour in as many 
Ihonths. Besides which, Coxeter, 
in his MS.rtote?;, has bestowed ott 
him as a travelling fuior one Dr. 
Robert Creichton. The latter ac- 
count, however, appears most pro;* 
bable. During the civil wars he 
suffered greatly for his religion, 
tj^hich wiis that of the church pf 
Rome, and for his attachment to 
the King's cause, under whom he 
claimed the title of a baron'et j 
yet, as there was no record ot 
f>roper enrolment of a patent to 
that effect, he was not universally 
allowed the title. He was strongly 
addicted to books and the stutty of 
poetry, in which he indulged him- 
self in a retired life, residing 
mostly at a lordship belt)nging to 
him, ^called Pooley, in the pjfrisb 
of Polesworth, in Warwickshire. 
He died at Derby upon the bfeak- 
ing of the great ft'ost in February 
1684, in the ^Sth year of hi's age, 
2nd was privately buried in the 
*chancel of Polesworth church. 

Sir Aston is universally acknow- 
ledged to have been a great lo^'er 
of the polite arts, and by some is 
esteemed a considerable poet. In 
. his private transactions he was 
greatly deficient in point' of eco- 
nomy ; by which means, together 
with his losses duriiig the civil 
yfizxsy he was obliged to dispose of 
all his patrimony during his life- 



time J the lordship bf Ashboomc 
being sold to Sir Willidm BdCthby, 
Baronet 5 and tliat of Pooley above 
mentioned, which had belonged 
to the family evef since Richard 
ll.'s time, he parted With to one 
Humphrey Jennings, fcstj. with 
the reservation of an atvnuiiy for 
his own life. , 

The dramatic piet:es he has left; 
behind hira are as follbw : 

1 . Otstinate Lod]^, Com. 4to. 
165?; l2mo. l6$8. 

2. Trappofin supposed a Prince, 
T. C. i2mo: 1658. ' 

3. A Masque at. j^retlie on 
Ttveifth-Nlghi^l^^g: 12mo.l65S. 

4. Ovid's Tragedy. 6vo. 1669. 
These were all: published, xxriih 

his Pbems, in i Vols, stnall 8vb. 
1669, which sell at a high price 
when they are tb be thet with; 
Phillips and Win^tanley have 6mit- 
ted the third and foiirth bf the.se iti 
their account of li'is Writings, and 
attributed to him twb arionymous 
pieces, which ar^ certainly none ef 
his, entftled, 

Thersites, Interlude. Ati4 

*tyranyiiciil Government, 
Coxetet, 'iti his MS. notes, sayis, 
that he was nephew to Philip, the 
first Earl of Chesterfield, to whom 
^nd his Cbulxte^s he has dedicated 
his Masqtte for Tweffth- Night, 
which wa's performed at their 
coim try-seat, twb of their sons 
acting in it. 

COLfeRibGE, S.lf. This author 
is a native of Bristol, and was a 
Ynember of Jesus Cbllege, Cam- 
bridge. He published at Bristol^ 
in early life, a volume of Poems, 
which was afterwards enlarged and 
republished in London, and ex- 
perienced a flattering reception : 
the poems exhibit, indeed, strotig 
marks of genius, novelty of con- 
ception, .strength ^f figure, and 
sublimity of sentiment. In 1 795, 
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be printed som6 political pam- Colman, George^ was the son 

pb lets, and> 101796^ issued a weekly of Francis Colman, Esq. His Ma- 

publication, of considerable merit, jesty's resident at the court of the 

called The ff^chmarifVrlAch, how- Grand Duke of Tuscany at Flo- 

ever, died at ten weeks old. Mr. rence, by a sister of the Coun« 

Coleridge claims a place in this tess of Bath. He was bom at 

work on account of the following Florence about 1733, and had the 

pieces : honour of having King George 

1 . The Fall of Robespierre. H. D. the Second for his godfa^er. He 
8vo. 1794. received his education at West- 

2. Piccolominu minster School, where he very 

3. The Death of Wiallenstein. early showed his poetical talents. 
Dramas. 8vo. ] 800. The £rst performance by him was 

CoLLETT, John. This gentle- a copy of verses addressed to his 

man^ who is master of an aca«' cousin Lord Pulteney, written in 

demy at £vesham, in Worcester- the year 1747, while he was at 

shire, is the author of the follow- Westminster, and since printed in 

icg sacred dramas : The St. Jameses Magazine, a work 

1. Ehud. published by his unfortunatefriend^ 

2. Naboth. Robert Lloyd. At school he had 

3. Esther. for his companions Mr. Lloyd, Mr; 
Publbhed in a Tolame^ with a se- Churchill, Bonnel Thornton, and 
ries of Elegies, 12mo. 1806. some others, who afterwards di»- 

CoLLiEX, Sir Gbokgb. This tinguished themselves in the lite- 
gentleman was an officer of rank rary world. From Westminster 
in the navy. He was appointed a School he removed to Oxford, and 
post-captain 12th July 1762, and became a student of Christcharch. 
greatly distingoisbed hinaself da*' It was there, at a very early age, 
ring the American v^ar. He was that be engaged with his friend 
the author of one dnmatic piece Bonnel Thornton, in publishing 
c^led The Connoisseur, a periodical pa- 

Sdima and Ax&r, Pen. Tale* per which appeared once a week, 

^o. 1784. and was continued from Jan. 31, 

CoixuTGwooD, Dk. was an- 17^« to Sept. 30, 1755. When 

thar of, the age ^ the writers of this en- 

1. The Agreeable Separation, tertaining paper is considered, the 
Com. Ent. 12fiio. N. D, wit and hnnaoar, the ^nt, the 

2. The Dead alwe again. T.C. good sense and shrewd observations 
Farce. l2iiio. N. D. on life and manners, with which it 
Both printed at Berwkk; <^ which abounds, will excite some degree 
town their author was^ probaUy, of wonder; bat will, at the same 
an inhabitant. time, evidently point oot the ex- 
Co 14,5, J. H. a pronncial ac- traordinary talents which were af- 

tor, who wvote, terwards to be noore fully displayed 

1. Theodore. Op. gvo. N.D. In The Jealous Wife zodThe Cia»^ 

2. The World as it Goes. ¥. destine Marriage. 

1792. The recommexftdatioD oi his 

S. The Loyal Salopiam. F. 17^5. firiends, or his choice, bot probal^/ 

N. P. the former, induced bim f o fix npoo 

4. The Honest Sol£er. C Svo. the law for his proibs^ioi^^ and km 
1805. K4 
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TOras accordingly entered of Lin- lowed, as they did, this admirable 
coln*s Inn, and In due season called piece with the greatest eagerness 
to the bar. He attended there a and perseverance, 
very short time; though, if our re- The mention of The Jealous 
collection does not mislead us, he Wife in Churchill's Rosdad oc- 
was seen often enough in the courts casioned Mr. Colman to experience 
ip prevent the supposition of his some of the malevolence which 
abandoning the profession merely that and other of Mr. ChurchilVs 
for want of encouragement. It is satires gave birth to. Many rude 
reasonable, however, to suppose, and illiberal attacks issued from the 
that he felt more pleasure in at- press against all the different corn- 
tending to the Muse than to briefs batants; and mbch good writing and 
and reports; and ft will therefore much wit and humour were thrown 
excite . no wonder, that he took away in this very acrimonious and 
the earliest opportunity of relin- disgraceful controversy, 
quishing pursuits not congenial to In July 1 7^4 Lord Bath died ; 
his taste. Apollo and Littleton, and on that event Mr. Colman 
says Wycherly, seldom meet in found himself in circDmstances 
the same brain. fully sufficient to enable him to 

On the 18th of March 1/58, he follow the bent of his. genius. The 
took the degree of master of arts first publication Vwhich he pro- ^ 
at Oxford; and in the year \J60 duced, after this period, was, a 
his first dramatic piece, Polly Ho' translation in blank verse of the 
neycomh, was acted at Drury contiedies of Terence, 4ta. 17^5 j 
Lane, with great success. For se- and whoever would wish to see 
veral years before, the comic Muse the spirit of an ancient bard trans- 
seemed to have relinquished the fused into the £ngHsh language, 
stage. No comedy had been pro- must look for it in Mr. Cohnan*& 
duced at either theatre since the version. 

year 1751, when Moore*s Gi/B/a5 The successor of Lord Bath» 
was with difficulty performed nine General Pulteney, died in 17^75 
nights. At length, in the begin- and Mr. Colman again found him- 
ning of the year \76\, three dif- self remembered in his will, by a 
ferent authors were candidates for second annuity, which confirmed 
public favour in the same walk, the independency of his fortune, 
almost at the same time; viz. Mr. He seems, however, to have felt 
Murphy, who exhibited Tlie tFay no charms in an idle life } as, in 
to Keep Him-, Mr. Macklin, The 1767, he united with Messrs. Har- 
Married Libertine ; and Mr. Col- ris, Rutherford, and Powell, in 
man, T%e Jealous Wife. The for- the purchase of Covent Garden 
mer and the latter of these were Theatre, and took upon himself 
most successful, and the latter in a the laborious office of acting ma- 
much higher degree. Indeed, when nager. The differences whi(^ arose 
the excellent performances of from this association are still in the 
Messrs. Garrick, Yates, O'Brien, memories of many of our readers^ 
King, Palmer, Moody, with Mrs. and the causes of them perhaps too 
Pritchard, Mrs. Clive, and Miss ridiculous to be recorded. It may, 
Pritchard, are recollected, it would however, in general, be obsefVed, 
have shown a remarkable want of that th« appeals to the public, du- 
taste in the town not to have fol- ring this controversy, do great ere- 
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dit to tbe talents^ if not the tem- 
pers, of each party.- 

After continuing manager of Co- 
vent Garden Theatre seven years, 
Mr. Colman sold his share and in- 
terest therein to Mr. James Leake, 
one of his then partners ; and, in 
"^in * purchased of Mr. Foote the 
Littltt Theatre in the Hay market. 
The estimation in which the en- 
tertainments exhibited under his 
direction were held by the public, 
the reputation which the theatre 
acquired, and the continual con- 
course of the polite world during 
the height of summer, sufficiently 
spoke the praises of Mr. Colman*s 
management. Indeed, it has been 
long admitted, that no person, . 
since the death of Mr. Garrick, 
was so able to superintend the en- 
tertainments of the stage as the 
subject of this account. 

To sagacity in discovering tbe 
talents of his performers, he joined 
the inclination and ability to dis- 
play them with every advantage. 
To him Mr. Henderson, Miss Far- 
ren, Mrs. Bannister, Miss George, 
Mrs. Wells, and, in some measure, 
Mr. Edwin (whose comic powers 
had been buried a whole season 
under Mr.. Footers management), 
besides some others, owed their 
introduction to a London audi- 
ence. 

About the year 1 785 Mr. Colman 
gave the public a new translation 
of, and commentary ob, Horace's 
Art of Poetry j in which he pro- 
duced a new system to explain this 
very difficult poem. In opposition 
to Dr. Hurd, he supposed, ** that 
" one of the sons of Piso, un- 
** doubtedly the elder, had either 
*' written or meditated a poetical 
work, roost probably a tragedy \ 
and that he had, with the know* 
ledge of the family^ commani< 
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** cated his piece or intention ia 
" Horace. But Horace either dis- 
approving of the work, or doubt- 
ing of the poetical faculties of 
*' the elder Piso, or both, wished 
'^ to dissuade him from all thought 
" of publication. With this view 
*' he formed the design of writing 
'^ this epistle > addressing tt, with a 
'* courtliness and delicacy perfectly 
agreeable to his acknowledged 
character, indifferently to the 
whole family, the father and his 
''two sons, Epistola ad Pisones 
'* de Arts Poetica,** This hypo- 
thesis is supported with much learn- 
ing, ingenuity, and modesty y and, 
if not fully established^ is at least 
as well entitled to applause as that 
adopted by the Bishop of Wor- 
cester. 

On the publication of the Ho- 
race, the Bishop said to Dr. Dou- 
glas, '' Give my compliments to 
" Colman, and thank him for the 
'' handsome manner in which he 
"has treated me; and tell him^ 
*' that / think he is right,** 

Mr. Colman paid his court al- 
most solely to the comic Muse; by 
whose inspiration he produced the 
following dramas, viz. 

1. Polly floneycomh, firam. 
Nov. 8vo. 1760. 

2. The Jealous Wife. C. Svo* 
1761. 

3. The Musical Lady. F. 8ro. 
i;62. 

4. Philaster, T. altered. 8va, 
1763. 

5. The Deuce is in fdm. F. 8vo. 
1763. ' 

6. The Clandestine Marriage, 
C. 8vo. 1766. 

7. The English Merchant. C. 
8vo. 1767. 

8. The Merchant. C. Printed 
in Thornton*s translation of Plau- 
tiis. 8vo. 17^7' 
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g. King Lear, T. altered. 8vo. 
1768. 

10. The Oxonian in Town, C. 
t?o. 1770. 

11. Alan a?id IFife. C. 8ro. 

1770. 

12. The Portrait. Burl. 8vo. 

J770. 

13. The Fairy Prince. M. 8ro. 

14. Co'mus, M. altered. 8vo. 

1772. 

15. AcMUes in Peiticoats, O. 
dteicd. 8vo. 1774. 

16. Tbe Man of Business, C. 

ero- 1774. 

17. Epicctne-y or. The Silent 
Wiman. C. altered. 8vo. 177^- 

\%.TheSp!^€n', or, Islington Spa, 
C. F." 8vo. 177a. 

19. Orcoitiona/ Prelude, 8vo. 

1776. 

20. iV^ Brooms. O. R 8vo. 

1776. 

21. Ke Spanish Barher, C. 

1777. N. P. 

22. Po%. Op. altered from 
Gay. 8vo. 1777. 

23. The Sheep Shearing. D. P. 

8vo. 1777. 

24. The Female Chevalier. C. 
altered. 1778. N. P. 

25. Bonduda. T. altered. Svo. 

1778. 

36. The Suicide, C. 177S. N.P. 

27. TAe Separate Maintenance, 

C. J 77.9' N. P. 

28. The Manager in Dldress. 
IPftdk. «*'0. 178O. 

29. The Genius of Nonsense, Paat. 
1780. N. P. 

30. Preludio. \ 781 . N. P. 
81. Hark^uin Teagne, Pant. 

17S2. 

32. FuUd Curiosity, T. altered. 
8vo. 1783. 

83. r^p Election of Mamagjcrs. 
lhe\, J784 N. P. 

34. Tit for Tat. 0.1/86; 8\o. 
I7S8. 
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35. Wf Pictura Poesis. M. E. 

8vo. \ysg. 

These dramas have considerable 
merit. In his petite pieces tbe 
plots are simple^ and no ^reat 
matter of inridentis introduced into 
tiiem J yet they contain strong cha- 
racter, and are aimed at the ridi- 
cuihng of fashionable and prevail- 
ing follies, which ought to be made 
essential points of considieration in 
every production of the gock. His 
more regular comedies have the 
sanae merit wkh tbe others as to 
tlie preservation of character^whidi 
reflect honour on the autlior. Be- 
sides his dramatic works, and those 
wfi; have already mentioned, be 
was the author of a preface to 
the last edition of fieaumont ^md 
Fletcher, a dissertation prefixed to 
Masfiinger, a series of papers m 
The St. Jameses Chronicle under 
the tide of The Genius, and many 
other ftigitive pieces. 

At the close of the theatrical 
aeason of 1785, Mr. Coiman -was 
seized at Margate with the palsy ; 
and at the beginxiing of the se^soft 
of 1789 he first showed symptoms 
of 4erangemefitof hi« mind, whicb^ 
increasing graidually, left lum ia 
a state of idiotism. On this oc* 
casion the conckiding. lines of his 
*iend Clwr^^OiiH^s Epistle to ffo- 
garth will naturally intrude then>- • 
eelves oh our reader's attention : 

" Sure *t is a cur«e which angry fetw 

impose, , 
•*< To mortify maa's af rogance, that ttiose 
^ "Who 're fashion*dof some better sort of 

clay, 
** Much sooner than .the common beid 

decay. 
•* What bitter pangs must humbled Gc» 

n'nis feel, 
*< In their last houf to Trew a Swift and 

Steele 1 
" How must ilKboding horrors fill her 

breast, 
•< "Wtren she beholds tncn, markjd abo^c . 

the rest 
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*« For qralitics most dear, plungM from said, to qualify him for the bar; 

.. . .^^^J*^}^^^' ^. . w..-. But if so, he early in life resigned 

And s«Dj deep sunk, m secoml child. ^^^^ ^^^ Littleton in favour of the 

hoods night! --. ^. . - 

"Are men indeed such things? And arc. ^"ses. Ihe consciousness ot li- 
the best terary talents, and an easy access 

•* More subject to this evil than the rest, to the public through the medium 

' ^'^ ti'^'^h*'''^ ^^^"^ ^"^^ ""^ '^""^ ^^ ^^^ father's theatre, naturally 

-Andsit^emonamemsoflivingdeath? "^''^^^^ his attention to the dra- 

"O.gallingcircumstancetohumanpride! ^^ i and his parent seemed to 

•' Abasing thought! but not robe denj'd. foster his genius ; as he, in the 

" With curious art the biain, too finely prologue to the first play of his 
wrought, "son's, announced him as *^ a chip 

^^thoug^t ^^'"^^'^yd by ,, ^^ ^^^ ^j^ ^j^,^ .. ^^^^ j^.^ 

"Constant attention wears the active father was seized with that ma- 
mind, lady which rendered him inca- 
** Blots out her pow'rs, and leaves a pable of superintending the thea- 
hlank behind." tre, Mr. Colman evinced a most 
In this sad state he was com- commendable filial affection, by 
raitted to the care of a person at the great attention that he paid to 
faddington ; and the management Ji»ni and to the interests of his 
of the theatre was intrusted to his theatre. On the death of his fa- 
son, with an allowance of 600/. a ther. His Majesty was pleased to 
yeaf. transfer the patent to himj and 
Mr. Colman died at Padding- he has discharged the duties of 
ton, on the 14th of August 1794, tnanager with zeal and alacrity to- 
at the age of 62. A few hours be- wards the public, and liberality 
fore his death he was seized with towards authors and actors. In 
violent spasms ; and these were private life Mr. Colman is social, 
succeeded by a melancholy stupor, convivial, and intejligent ; and in 
in Which he drew his last breath, the p]a3rfurcoQtentions of wit and 
Colman, Gbohge, Junior (for humour, and particularly that 
so this gentleman has continued to agreeable coruscation called re- 
style himself, though his father has partee, he may perhaps be equal- 
been dead seventeen years), is the led, but, we (hink, has rarely been 
son of the subject of our foregoing excelled. 

article. With the precise time of In his heroic pieces, we observe 

his birth we are unacquainted -, but a poetical vigour, a form of lan- 

we suppose it to have been about guage, and a cast of seotiment, 

fhe year 1767* He received his tiiat forcibly remind us of the 

early education at Mr, Fountain*s very best of our ancient dramatic 

academy in Marybone, at that time writers. 

io high estimation. He was next Four of his farces, Qame}y> those 

sent to Westminster School, and numbered 15, ip, 20, and 22, in 

afterwards entered at Christchurch the following list, were introduced 

College, Oxford; but, for what to the public under the assumed 

reason yre know not, he finished name of Arthur Griffinhoof, of 

his education at King's College, Tumham Green ; which is well 

Old Aberdeen; whence he retuni- kno\^n to have been used by Mr, 

ed to London, and was entered of Colman as anom ^f^^uerr^^ through 

the Temple 3 with tlie design, it is the apprehension that disrepute as 
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a farce-writer might have been compare Mr. Colman wkh any one 

prejudicial to him as the author of than with the late Mr.Garrick. His 

any kind of regular drama. The compositions in this way are very 

annexed is a list of his dramatic abundant^ and excellent in their 

productions : kind. 

l» Two to One. Mus.C. [Songs Concaken, Matthew. This 

4>u]y printed.] 8vo. 1784. gentlenian was a native of Ireland 

2. Turk and no Turk. Mus. C. and descended from a good fa- 
[Songs only, printed.] 8vo. 1785. mily in that kingdom. He had a 

3. Inkfe and Yarico, Op. 8vo. liberal education bestowed on him 
K.D. [1787.] " • by his parents, and was bred to 

4. IVays and Means, C. 6vo. the law. His wit and literary abi- 
1788. lities recommended him to the fa- 

5. Poor Old Hay market, Prel. vour of his Grace the Duke of 
8vo. 1792, Newcastle} through whose interest 

6. Mountaineers. P. 8vo. 1795* he obtained the post of attorney- 

7. New Hay at the Old Market, general of the island of Jamaica^ 
Oc. Dr. 8vo. 1795. (Now called which office he filled with the ui- 
Sylvester Dag^erwood.) most integrity and honour, and to 

S, Iron Chest. P. 8vo. 179^' *^® perfect satisfaction of the in- 

9» Blue Beard, M, E, 8vo. 1 JQS-, habitants, for near seventeen years ; 

10. Feudal Times, D. 8vo. 1799. when having acquired an ample 

11. Poor Gentleman, C. 8vo. fortune, he was desirous of pass- 
1803. , ing tlie close of his life in his 

12. John Bull, C. 8vo. N.D. native country; with which in- 
[1805.] tention he quitted Jamaica and 

13. fVlco wants a Guinea? ' C. * came to London, proposing to spend 
8to. 1805. some little time there before he 

14. We Fly by Night, F. 8vo. went to settle entirely in Ireland. 
I8O6. But the difference of climate be- 

l&.Tke Battle of Hexham, "yuy, t ween, that metropolis and the 

fivo. 1808. place he had so long been accus- 

16. Surrender of Calais. Play, tomed to, had such an elKict on 

17pi J 8vo. 1808. his constitution, that he fell into a 

17 * Heir at Law, C, 8vo. 1808. galloping consumption, of which 

J 9. Blue Devils. F. 8vo. 1808. he died on the 22d of January 

IQ: Review. M. F. .8vo. 1808. 1749, a few weeks after his ar- 

20. Gay Deceivers. F, 8vo. rival in London. 

I SOS. The world is obliged to him 

21. The Africans. P. 8vo. 1803. , for several original poems, which, 

22. Love laughs at Locksmiths, though small, have considerable 
F. 8vo. 1808. merit; and for one play entitled 

23. X.Y.Z. Farce. 1810. N.P. Wexford Welts. C. 8vo. 172I. 
In the spring of the year 1 797* He w^s also concerned with Mr. 

Mr. Colman published My Night- Roome and another gentleman in 

gown and Slippers, a thin quarto altering Richard Brome's Jovial 

(since printed in small octavo). Crew into a ballad opera, in which 

tronsisting of some amusing poeti- shape it is now occasionally per- 

cal trifles. In prologue and epi- formed. As to his prose writings, 

logue writing, we cannot better they are mostly political, or triti- 
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calj in the latter of which having family, which fixed his residence 
pretty severely attacked Mr. Pope there. However, though he suf- 
and Dean Swift, the former, whose fered this son to receive his first 
disposition was on no occasion tincture pf letters in the great 
of the most forgiving nature, has school at Kilkenny, and afterwards 
Handled him very severely in The to complete his classical learning 
punciad, under the direction of Dr. Ashe, in 
Conor EVE, William. This tlie university of Dublin, yet be- 
gentleman' was descended from the ing desirous that his studies should 
ancient family of the Congreves, be directed to profit as well as 
of Congreve i;i Staffordshire 5 his improvement, he sent him over to 
father being second son to Richard England soon after the Revolution, 
Congreve, of that place. Some apd placed him as a student in the 
authors, and in particular Sir James Temple. The dry, plodding stud/ 
War^, contend for his having been of the law, however, was by no 
bom in Ireland 5 but Jacob, who means suitable to the sprightly 
was particularly acquainted with volatile genius of Mr. Congreve; 
kim, and who in his preface ac- and therefore, though he did not 
knowledges his obligations to Mr. want for approbation in those stu- 
Congreve for his communication dies to which his genius led him, yet 
of what related to himself, has he did not even attempt to make 
absolutely contradicted that report, any pxoficiency in a service which 
The matter, however, is now put he was probably conscious he 
out of dispute by the register of should make no figure in. Excel- 
tiie college of Dublin (where he lence and perfection were what, it 
was educated), in which the fol- is apparent, he laid it down as bis 
Ibwing entry is found: " 1685, die principle, from the very first, to 
" quinto Aprilis hora die pomerid. make it his aim to acquire 5 for, ia 
** Gulielmus Congreve pensioh.* the very earliest emanation of his 
" filrus Guli. Congreve generosi de genius, and a very early one indeed 
'* Youghalia annos natus sexdecim it was, viz. his novel called Incogs 
" natus Bardsagram in Com Ebor- niia, or. Love and Duty mondled, 
" acen educ Kilkenniae sat ferula written when he was not above 17 
'* doct Hinton." Tutor St. George years of age, he had not only en- 
Ashe. — The place called Bardsa, deavoured at, but indeed succeed- 
not far from Leeds in Yorkshire, ed in, the presenting to the world 
was part of the estate of Sir John not a mere novel according to tast<j 
Lewis, his great-uncle by his mo- and fashion then prevailing, but 
ther's side. It is certain, however, a piece which should point out, 
that he went over to Ireland when and be in itself a model of, what 
Very young; for his father being novels ought lobe. And though 
only a younger brother, and pro- this cannot itself be called with 
vided for in the army by a com- propriety a dramatic work, yet h6 
mission on the Irish establishment, has so strictly adhered to dramatic 
was compelled to undertake a rules in the composition of it, that 
journey thither in consequence of his arriving at so gfeat a degree of 
his command 5 which he after- perfection in the regular drama, 
wards parted with to accept of in so short a time afterwards, is 
the management of a considerable hardly to be wondered at. His 
estate belonging to the Burlington first play was IVie Old B.u he/or ; 
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of which he says, in his defence and lome peculiar marks c 

against Collier, it " was written, tinctiou from Queen Mar; 

" as several know, some years be- who^e death, which happei 

'* fdre it was acted. When I wrote the close of thi$ year, he \s 

*' it, I had little thoughts of the pastoral of but little merit 

*^ stage 5 but did it, to amuse my- i6Q5, when Betterton open 

" self in a slow recovery from a new house in Lincoln's Inn ! 

*' fit of sickness. Afterwards, Mr. Congreve, joining with 

*' through my indiscretion, it was gave hira his comedy of Lo 

" seen, and in some little time Lope, with which the coi 

*' more it was acted; and I, through began their campaign, and 

*' the remainder of my indiscre- met with such success, tha 

*' tion, suffered myself to be drawn immediately offered the au 

" in, to the prosecution of a difii- share in the profits of the 

'' cult and thankless study, and to on condition of his fun 

** be involved in a perpetual war them with one play yearly. 

'* with knaves and fools." , There offer he accepted j bat w 

seems (as Dr. Johnson says) to be through indolence, or that c< 

a strange affectation in authors of ness which he looked on as 

appearing to have done every thing sary to his works, his Mo 

by chance." The Old Bachelor was Bride did not come out till 

written for amusement, in the uox \{\s IVay of th9 World \ 

languor of convarescence. Yet it years after that. The indi 

is apparently composed with great success this last-mentioned 

elaborateness of dialogue, and in- though an exceedingly goo< 

cessant ambition of wit. The age met with from the public,com 

of the writer considered, it is in- that disgust to the theatre, w 

deed a very wonderful perform- long contest with Jeremy C 

ance. Dryden said, that he ne- who had attacked the immoi 

ver had seen such a first play j and of the English stage, and ra< 

that great poet having, in con- pecially some of his piece 

junction with Mr. Southern and begun, and he determined 

Arthur Mayn waring, Esq. given more to w^ite for the stage, 

it a slight revisal, the manager of resolution (says Mr. Bake 

Drury Lane theatre brought it on punctually kept j and Mr. I)i 

the stage in 1693, where it met observation on that point 

with such universal approbation, ** that Mr. Congreve quitt< 

that Mr. Congreve, though he was '* stage early, and that C( 

but nineteen years of age at the *^ left it with him.'* Yet, t 

time of his writing it, became he added little more to his dn 

now considered as a prop to the writings, he did not lay do\ 

declining stage, and a rising genius pen entirely 5 but occasi 

in dramatic poetry. The next year wrote many little pieces b< 

he produced The Doulle Dealer, . prose and verse, all of whicl: 

which, but for what reason we on the records of English 

know not, did not meet with ture. 

so much success as the former. It is very possible, howeve 

The merit of his first play, how- he might not so soon have 

ever, had obtained him the favour way to this disgust, had n< 

And patronage of Lord Halifax^ easiness of his circumstance 
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^fered any subservience to the opi- 
'^icns and caprice of the town ab- 
solutely unnecessary to him : for 
^is abilities having very early, in 
-^ife introduced him totheacquaint- 
iarjce of the Earl of Halifax, who 
>^ra8 then the Maecenas of the age, 
*l3at nobleman> desirous of raising 
promising a genius above the 
ecesHity of too hasty productions, 
xxiade him oneof thecommissiobers 
ix)r licenMiig hackney-coaches. He 
rncon after bestowed on him a place 
ill the Pipe Office, and not long 
^ter that gave him a post in the 
<2ustoms worth six hunored pounds 
^er annum. 

On the 14th of November 1714, 
"lie was appointed commissioner of 
"^ine-licenbes j and on the 17th of 
December, in the same year, was 
Xiominated secretary of Jamaica 5 
«o thai, with all together, "his in- 
come towards the latter part of 
his life was upwards of twelve 
hundred pounds a year. Thus ex- 
ahed above dependence, it is no 
wonder he would not longer ren- 
der himself subject to the capri- 
' cious censures of impotent critics. 
And had hi« poetical father, Mr. 
Dryden, ever been raised to the 
Rattle circumstances, it is probable 
that his ^llL for Love would not 
now have been esteemed the best 
of his dramatic pieces. 

But to return to Congreve. The 
greater part of the last twenty 
years of his life was spent in ease 
and retirement ; and he either did 
Dot, or alfected not to grve himself 
any trouble about reputation : yet 
«on:>e part of that conduct might 
proceed from a degree of pride. 
T. Gibber, in his Lives of the 
'Poets, vol. iv. p. 93, relates an 
^t>ecdote of him, which we can- 
not properly omit here : ** When 
^' the celebrated Voltaire (says he) 
" was in England, he waited upon 
2 
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'' Congreve^ and passed him soi^e 
'' compliments as to the repata* 
'* tion and merit of his works. 
** Congreve thanked him j bal at 
'' the same time told that inge-^ 
'^ nious foreigner, he did noi choose 
" to be considered as an author, hui 
*' only as a private gentleman,andm 
*' thut light expected to be visited* 
*' Voltaire answered, tliat if he had 
" never been any thing but a pru 
*' vote gentleman t in all protaln&ty 
"Ae had never been troubled wUn 
" that viiit, iVnd observes, in his 
^' owl) account of the transaction^ 
'* that he was not a little disgusted 
*' with so unseasonable a piece of 
" vanity." 

Towards the close of his life he 
was much afHicted with the gont^ 
and with blindness; when, making 
a tour to Batli for the benefit of the 
waters, he was unfortunately over- 
turned in his chariot, by irhich it 
is supposed he got some inward 
bruise, as he e\'er after complained 
of a pain h} his side, and, on his 
return to London, continued gra- 
dually declining ^n his health, tift 
the 19th of January 1729, when 
he died, aged 57, at his house in 
Surrey Street, in the Strand ; and 
on the 26th following was buried 
in Westminster Abbey, the paljl 
being supported by persons of the 
first distinction. 

His dramatic pieces are seven in 
number, and their titles as follow: 

1. Old Bachelor. C. 4to. 16Q3. 

2. Doubli: Dealer. C. 4to. IC^. 

3. Love for Love. C. 4to. 1(^5* 

4. Mourning Bride. T. 4to.l697. 

5. JVay of the World. C. 4to. 
1700. 

6. Judgment of Paris, Masque. 
4to. 1701. 

7. Semele. O. 4to. 1707. 

, Of his genius as a dramatic. 
Dr. Johnson speaks thus : *' Cosk 
'** greve has xuerit of the highest 
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♦* kind 5 lie is an original writer, ment for Higham Ferrers. He was 

•' who borrowed neither the mo- chosen member of the House o( 

, «* dels of his plot, nor the manner Commons in both kingdoms, \ti 

*« of his dialogue. Of his plays several parliaments. In 1741, h& 

•* I cannot speak distinctly j for was a captain-lieutenant in the 

*« since I inspected them many guards, with the rank of lieu tenant- 

f* years have passed; but what' colonel. In 1746, he was aid-de- 

.*« remains upon my memory is, camp to theDukeof Cumberlf^nd. 

** that his characters are com- In December 1747> be married 

•* monly fictitious and artificial, the Countess of Aylesbury, widow 

•* with very little of nature, and of the late Lord Aylesbury, and 

" not much of life. He formed sister to the present Duke of Ar- 

•' a peculiar idea of comic excel- gyle. In 1749* he was appointed 

" lence, whirh he suppose^ to colonel of the 48th foot ; in 

*' consist in gay remarks and I751> made colonel of the 13th 

'•* unexpected answers J but that regimentof dragoons, and resigned 

*' which he endeavoured, he sel- the 48th j and in 17^9, colonel of 

** dom failed of performing. His the first regiment of dragoons. In 

" scenes exhibit not much of hu- 175(), he was made a major* 

•* mour, imagery, or passion : his general; in 1759» a lieutenant- 

*• personages are a kind of intel- general ; and May 25, 177^, was 

•' lectual gladiators ; every sen- advanced to the rank of general. 

'* tence is to ward or strike 5 the He served with reputation in 

•'contest of smartness is never several, military capacities, and 

** intermitted 5 his ^vit is a me- commanded the British forces in 

•' teor playing to and fro with al- Germany under Prince Frederic of 

** ternate coruscations. His co- Brunswick, during the absence of 

•' medies have therefore, in some the Marquis of Granby, 1761 5 

•* degree, the operation bf trage- in which his acknowledged skill 

*'diesj they surprise rather than and bravery were the subjects of 

*' divert, and raise admiration general encomium. His civil ap- 

*' gftener than merriment. But pointraents have been, one of the 

" they are the works of a mind grooms of the bedchamber to the 

** replete with images, and quick late King, and to tlie present until 

'* in combination." April 17^4; when he was re- 

CoxoLLY, Mr. This gentle- moved, both from his regiment 

man was of the kingdom of Ire- and the bedchamber, for having 

land, and a student in the Temple, voted against the then ministers. 

He wrote one unsuccessful play. In 17^5 he was made Secretary of 

entitled State for the northern department. 

^ The Connoisseur, C. 8vo. 1736. A little titne after the appoint- 

Coxeter in his notes calls him ment of Lord Townshend Lord- 

Connol; but on what authority lieutenant of Ireland, 1767, he 

we know not. succeeded his Lordship as lieute- 

CoNWAY, Ri»HT Hon. Hbney nant-general of' the ordnance, and 

Seymour, uncle to the Marquis of resigned his post as Secretary of 

Hertford, was born in 172O, In State, in January J7o9. In Fe- 

1741, he was elected a member bruary of the same year, he was 

of the Irish parliament, for the appointed colonel of the fourth re- 

^county of Antrim; and in the .giment of dragoons. In 1 772, he 

jame jrear to the British parlia- was made governor of Jersey^ upoa 
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the death of the late Lord Albe^ 
marie. Id October 1774, he was 
appointed colonel of the royal re- 
giment of horse-guards, which had 
been commanded by the late Mar- 
ijuiaof Gran by f and in 1782, he 
was appointed comnoander in chief 
of the forces. At the time of his 
death, occasioned by the cramp in 
his stomach, July 9, 1795, he was 
the oldest general officer in the 
array, and premier field-marshal of 
Great Britain. His right to a place 
. in this work arises from his having 
been the author of 
False Appearances. Com, ISvo. 

)789. ^ 

Cooke, JoHcr. Of this author 
no further account is extant, than 
that he wrote in King James I/s 
tinie, and obliged the world with 
one play entitled 

Green's Tu Quoque, C. 4to. 

m^ 

He was also author of ^fty epi- 
grams, entered in the book of 
the Stationers* Company, 22 May 
J604. 

CooKB, A.M. E. By 'the last 
three letters (intended for Adam 
Moses Emanuel) this unhappy lu- 
natic used to distinguish himself. 
His real name was Thomas, and 
he was born in Northumberland, 
received a liberal education there, 
and ^from thence was sent to 
Queen*s College, Oxford. In due 
time he entered into orders, re- 
turned to his native county, and 
was soon after presented to a good 
living. A turn for mysteries led 
him to a perusal of our mystic 
writers, and he caught the same 
enthusiastic flame which warmed 
them. A recluse and sedentary 
life greatly cherished his notions ', 
and it was not long before he was 
looked on by all the country as a 
second Jacob Behmen. He had 
';8ome notions peculiar to himself. 

TOL. u 



He maintained in his sermons, and 
in his private conversation, that 
the Jewish ceremonies were not 
abrogated by the Christian dispen- 
sation. In particular, he insisted 
on the necessity of circumcision, 
and supported his doctrine by his 
own practice. Such novel no- 
tions, and such extravagant beha- 
viour, in a protestant clergyman, 
soon reached the ears of the Bi- 
shop of the diocese 5 and in con- 
sequence thereof he was deprived, 
and his living given to another. 
Our Jewish Christian then came 
to London, and commenced au- 
thor; but his unintelligible jargon 
not selling, he was reduced to great 
distress. In this dilemma he knew 
not what to do ; but at last put ia 
practice apother odd notion, that 
the goods of fortune ought to be 
shared in common by all GodV 
- creatures. 

Among various expedients for 
satisfying his. hunger formed upon 
this plan, one was to resort to some 
well-frequented coffee-house, and, 
placing himself at a table, to* ap- 
propriate to his owli use the first 
buttered mufHn and pot of coffee 
that was brought to it. This^ he 
would often be permitted to do 
without any interruption from the 
gentlemen that sat near him, some 
of whom were diverted, and some 
astonished, to see a clergy njan fa- 
miliarly regale himself with a break- 
fast that was not provided for him. 
As soon as it was finished, how- 
ever, he would rise from the table, 
say a short grace, and very uncon- 
cernedly make towards the door 5 
and, when questioned by the mas- 
ter of the coftise-house about the 
impropriety of using that which 
he did nqt order, and the injustice 
of not paying for it when he had 
done, he would prove by mode 
and figure, that the good things of 
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this worid ought to be io common, is said to have been occasioned hf 
The backs and bloods enjoyed his copyingOrigen too closely. The 
the joke, and a ring was usually time when it happened is uncer- 
formed for the two disputants, |he tain. He published two pieces, 
par^n and the cofieennan ; but which no one except a lunatic 
the latter being unable to invali- could have written. They are en« 
date the testimonies brought out titled, 

of the Talmud and many learned J. The King cannot err. Com. 
writings, which were quoted in I2mo. N. D. [1762.] 
Hebrew, Greek, and I/atin, the 2. The Hermit converted ^ or, 
former always came oflf victorious. Th Moid of Bath married. 8vo, 

Another practice by which this N. D. [1771] 
gentleman signalized himself was Mr. Cooke is said to have been 
streets-preaching 5 and having some better versed in the art of collect- 
time before let his beard grow, he ing money by subscription than 
was generally known by the name any of his contemporaries. He 
of The Bearded Priest, In this always procured the earliest intel- 
extravagant manner he went on ligence of a young nobleman re* 
for some time, till some clergy- turned from his travels^ an heir 
men made interest for him to be lately come of age, or a rich Creole 
sent to Bedlam, where he was con- newly laixled. On the receipt of 
fined for about two or three years, such information, he conducted 
As soon as he was released, he his attack as follows : 
took a resolution of going to Scot- He first waited on my Lord, Sir 
land, and actually travelled over John, or the Esqutre, and solicited 
that country on foot with not a and received the single subscrip* 
single farthing in his pocket; sub- tion of perhaps a guinea. Soon 
sisting, as himself informs us in after, he paid a second visit to the 
one of his pamphlets, by the con- same person, pretending to Jiave 
tributlons of the well-disposed, been but recently informed of bis 
From thence he w^nt to Ireland, uncommon genius and his zeal to 
and travelled over a great part of promote the interests of learning, 
that kingdom -, and, on his arrival and therefore entreated the honour 
at Dublin in 1 7 60, was' entertain- of dedicating his work to him, 
ed by some gentlemen in Trinity which was to be done at the ex* 
College, who, compassionating the pense of five guineas more. Hav- 
melancholy case of a clergyman ing obtained this permission, and 
in distress, gave him his board^ the cash, his dernier resort was to 
• and lodging gratis. After he had call on his patron a third time, re- 
stayed in Irediand a few months, pres^ting the necessity of prefix* 
and published some very original ing a copper-plate with his anm 
pieces, which no one could under- to the intended dedication : lor this 
stand but himself, he returned to piece of service his usual tax wai 
England, visited Oxford, and then ten additional guineas. By sod 
came again to London. He after- contrivances he was known to have 
wards proposed to go to America picked up no inconsiderable sums; 
«s soon as his finances would en- especially as he practised the sum 
able him} but, this voyage, we stratagem on many people, with- 
I^ieve^ be never made. Hisde^th out the least design of iaacribiDg 
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a work to any of them, or even 
publishing the piece advertised in 
^is proposals. 

Cooke, Edwaro. Of this gen- 
tleman Langbaine, &c. make no 
further mention than that he wrote 
^n King Charles ll.'s time, and 
"^as author of one dramatic piece, 
viz. 

Lives Triumph, T. 4to. IQJS, 
Coxeter, in his MS. takes notice 
^fa translation of Le Grand's Di- 
'^ine Epicurus, or Tlie Empire of 
-f^leasure over the Virtues, by one 
Edward Cooke j from the date of 
]^hicb, being published in 1676, 
*t: is probably the work of this au- 
thor. 

Cooke, Thomas. This gen- 
tleman was bom at Braiotree in 



COO 



ex, in or about the year 1702, 
and educated atFelsted school in 
Vlie same county. He was early 
tjirown upon the world, and-xbe- 
oame an author almost as soon as 
iie was of age. In 1726 he gave 
the world an edition' of the works 
of the famous Andrew Marvel, 
prefixed to which is a life of the 
author. This work he dedicated 
to the Earl of Pembroke, who, 
being much delighted with the 
learning and abilities of so young 
a writer, became a very Warm pa- 
tron to him, and even wrote seve- 
ral of the notes to his translation 
of Hesiod, which he published in 
1728. Besides these, Mr. Cooke 
has obliged the public with a trans- 
lation of Cicero de'Natura Deorum, 
and of the comedies of Terence, 
and prepared an edition and trans- 
lation of Plautus, the Amphy- 
trion only of which he published-. 
His reputation and merit, there- 
fore, as a classical writer are ap- 
parently greats which is more than 
I we can venture to say of him 
as a dramatic author : yet as he 
launched into that potb> we can« 



not refuse his pieces a place herie^, 
though they met with no success 
at the time they appeared. Their 
titles are as follow : 

1. Albion. M. 8vo. I724. 

2. The Battle of the Poets. F^ 
Svo. 1731. 

3. The Triumphs of Love and 
Honour, P. Svo. 1731. 

4. The Eunuch. F. Svo. [1737.] 

5. The Mournful Nuptials. T. 
Svo. 1739. Afterwards altered, 
and called, 

6. Love the Cause and Cure of 
Griff, T. Svo. 1744. 

7. Amphytriom Translated from 
Plautus. l2mo.l746; 12mo.l754. 

8. Germanicus. T. still in MS. 
He also translated Terence, ini 

3 vols. 1734; 2 vols. 1748. 

He was likewise concerned with 
Mr. Mottley in writing, 

9. Penelope. Dram. Op. Svo. 
1728. 

of which see more particularly in 
its proper place, in the other par£ 
of this work. He died the 29th 
of December 17^6> at Lambeth, 
where he had long resided. 

C00K.B, William. This gen- 
tleman,- who is still living, is de- 
scended from an ancient and re- 
spectable family, who resided in 
the city and county of Chester for 
many generations. He was born, 
however, at Cork, in Ireland, and 
was first educated in a grammar- 
school in that city, and afterwards 
under a private tutor. He was 
intended to follow the business of 
his maternal grand^ther, a manu- 
facturer and exporter of woollen 
yarns 3 but before he had reached 
the age of nineteen, be married a 
lady of considerable fortune, on 
which he might have lived in ease 
and affluence; but entering too 
much into the expensive pleasures 
of life, and being concerned in « 
business which he did not nnd^Tf 
1.2 
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tfirndi and had never liked, he present lady, ^hom we must rank 
considerably reduced his capital, among the female geniuses of thid 
His wife died about two or three kingdom^ we can trace nothingfur** 
years after their marriage ; and a ther than that she was the.widow 
sense of this loss, and reflection of one Mr. Cooper, an auctioneer; 
fill his imprudence^ excited in his that she was the editor of a work, 
mind a firm determination to called T^e Mtise's Library^ and 
abridge his expenses, and endea- author of two plays, entitled, 
tour to obtain some rational inde- 1. Rival Widows, C. 8vo. 1735. 
pendent maintenance through life. 2. l^he Nobleman, C. 1736. N.P. 
Leaving, therefore, a part of his CORfiv, John. All that is re- 
property, of which, luckily, it was corded of this gentleman is, that 
not in his power to dispose, at he lived in King Charles IL's-reign, 
nurse, as it is called, in Ireland, he and sent forth into the world a 
hastened to London, and entered dramatic piece, which is entirely a 
himself as a student of the Middle compilement, or rather plagiarism. 
Temple. from other authors. The title of 

Mr. Cooke was called to the it is, 

bar about the year 1776> and went The Generous Enemies, C. 4to. 

the home circuit for about two 1672. 

years ^ but having, some time be- Corbt, John. This gentle- 
fore, that period, married a sister man has been, by some of the 
of the late. Major Galway (who writers, confounded with the last- 
died commander of Tritchinopoly), mentioned one ; but is indeed 
and having a family by this lady, qvlite another person, having flou- 
he thought it too hazardous to de- risbed in Queen Anne*s and King 
pend entirely on the slow pr<^ress George I.'s reigns. He waa de- 
pf the bar, and therefore employed scended from an ancient family in 
his leisure hours in the pursuits Cornwall, but was himself bom at 
of political literature. With this Barnstaple, in Devonshire. He waa 
view he attached himself tb the intended for the study of the law, 
Kockingham party, and wrote and to that purpose was entered 
many pamphlets in support of their of New Inn ; but having a thea- 
principles and measures, during trical turn, and preferring thf 
the American war/ The chief of oratory of the stage to that of th« 
his other works are. Elements of bar, he did n«t long continue 
DramcUic Criticism ', The Art of tliere before he turned playef. 
Living in London, a poero^ Me* which profession he followed for 
moirs tfHildebrand Freeman^ Esq,} twenty years, to the time of hip 
A Brief Review of Parliamentary death, which happened about 1 721 , 
Befwfnation i Conversaiion, a di- Yet it is probable he might hav^ 
dacttc poem ; Memoirs of Charles made a more conspicuous figure 
MackUn ; and Memoirs of Samuel in the \yalk of his first destination ; 
Foote. Beside which, he altered for though he was acknowledged 
The Scornful Lady, of Beaumont to be a just and sensible speaker, 
and Fletchei^ which was acted yet being but low in stature, and 
and published under the title of his voice none of the best, he was 

The Capricious Lady, Cora, ever obliged to work against the 

8.V0. 1783. stream, and labour with difficulties 

^ Co^BR# ExiizABBTH* Of the which prev^nt^d his being held ia 
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isj very high estimation^ in a pro- merit as a burlesque writer > in 

fessioD, which, of all others, re- whichlight he is so considerables 

quires the greatest number of per- to stand almost in competition with 

fectioQs, and to arrive at excellence the excellent author of Hudibras 

in which a pers(Mi ought not to himself. His most celebrated poem 

be deficient in any one advantage of this kind is his Scarromdes } or, 

that either nature or art can be- Travesde of the First and Fourth 

stow. He brought two dramatic Books of the'^ndd. But although, 

pieces on the stage, whose titles from the title^ one would be apt to 

§ire as fcdlow : imagine it an in^tation of Scar- 

1. A Cure for Jealousy. C. 4to. ron's ^mousTraveslieof thesame 
1701. author, yet, on an examination, 

2. The Metamorphosis, F. 4to. it will be found greatly to excel 
1704. not only that, but every attempt 

CoRirBURT,.LoKD ViscouNT. of that kind hitherto made in any 

See Htd£. language. He has also translated 

CoBNELTS, Mrs. a performer several of Locian's dialogues in the 

T>eloDging to the Theatre in Crow same manner, under the title o( 

Street, DuUin, who produced one The Scoffer scoffed; and written 

play, acted at her own benefit, another poem of a noore serious 

March 14, 178I, called kind, called The Wonders of the 

The DeceptioMS. C. Peak, It is not known what his 

CoTTOH, Charles. This gen- circumstances were with respect to 

tleman was the son of Charles fortune ^ they appear, however, to 

Cotton, c^ Beresfbrd, in Stafford- have been easy, if one may form 

shire, and was bom on the 2Sth any judgment from the tnm of his 

of April 1630. He reorived his writings, which seems to be such 

education at Cambri^e, and af- as it is scarcely possible any one 

terwards travelled into France and could indulge in, whose mind was 

odier foreign countries. He was not perfectly at ease. Yet there is 

twice married, and by his first one anecdote in relation to him, 

wife left several chSdren. Tlie which wecannot avoid relating, and 

place of his residence, during the which seems to show that hts vein 

greater part of his life, was at the of humaar could not restrain itself 

fanuly seat at Beresford. He died on any consideration, viz. that in 

in the parish of St. James's, West- consequence o( a sin^e'coupleC in 

minster, in lOSJ, having written his yirgU travestie, wherein he has 

one* dramatic piece, or rather made mention of a peculiar kind 

translated it from the French of of ru£F, worn by a grandmother of 

C^orneille, for the ux of his sister, his, who lived in the Peak, he lost 

Airs. Stanhope Hutchinson 3 to an estate of four hundred pounds 

'wbom, when it was published, per annum ; the e^d hdy, whose 

wrhicfa was not till many years afrer humoar and testy disposition he 

the writing of it, he thought pro- <:ould by no means have been a 

per to dedicate it. It is entitled stranger to, never being aUe to 

Horace. T. 4to. I671. forgive the liberty he had takea 

Bot though, on account of this widi her, and havii^ her Ibrtm ie 

piece, we have a right to mention wholly at her own disposal, al- 

liim as a dramatic writer, vet bis though she had before made him 

principal fame was founded on bis • her sole h^, altered her will, and 

l3 
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gave It all away to an absolute gi eat eagerness, as it appears that 
stranger. — If there be any truth in the major part of his poems were 
this story (which the authors of written before he left the univer- 
the Biog, Brit, seem to doiibt), sities. He had taken his degree of 
the lines alluded to must be the master of arts before 1643, when, 
following: * in consequence of the turbulent 
« And then there is a fair great ruff, times, he, among many others, was 
^< Made of a pure and cosdy stuff, ejected from the college j whereon 
** To wear about her Highness* neck, retii-ing to Oxford, he entered 
" Like Miss Cocancy's, in the Peak" himself of St. John's College, and 
ViRoiL Travestie, b. IV. jj^g^ yg,y year, under the denomi- 
Mr. Cotton also favoured the nation of a Scholar of Oxford, pub- 
world with a translation, in 3 vols. Jished a satire, called The Puritan 
8vo. of Montaigne's £$jav5. and the Papist. It is apparent, how- 
Co wley, Abraham. This ex- ever, that he did not remain very 
cellent poet was the son of a grocer long at Oxford j for his zeal to the 
near the end of Chancery Lane, royal cause engaging him in the 
in Fleet Street, London, at which service of the King, who was very 
place our author was bofn, in the -sensible of his abilities, and by 
year 16 1 8. His mother, through whom he was frequently employed, 
the interest of some friends, pro- he attended His Majesty in many 
cured him to be admitted a king's of his journies and expeditions, 
scholar in Westminster school, and gained not only that prince's 
where his inclination and genius esteem, but the regard of many 
for poetry showed itself very early ; other great personages, and in par- 
for Langbaine, Jacob, Gildon, and tioular of Lord Falkland, one of 
' all the other writers say, that he the principal secretaries of suite, 
wrote The Tragical History of During the heat of the civil 
Fyramus and Thishe, at ten years war he was settled in the Earl of 
old 5 at twelve, that of Constantia. St. Albans' family j and when the 
At fifteen, hepublished a collection Queen-mother was obliged to re- 
ofpoems, under the title of Poe/ica/ tire into France, be accompanied 
Blossoms, One thing extremely her tliither, laboured strenuously 
femarkablein him was, that, with in the affairs of the royal family, 
so extraordinary a natural genius, undertook several very dangerous 
his teachers could never bring him journies on their account, and was 
to retain even the common rules the principal instrument in main- 
of grammar. So that, had he not taining an epistolary correspond- 
formed the most intimate ac- ence between the King and Queen, 
quaintance with tlie books them- In the year l656, it was judged 
selves from which those rules are proper that Mr. Cowley should 
drawn, he could never have been come over to England ; and, under 
master of them. In l636, he was pretence of privacy and retirement, 
elected a scholar of Trinity Col- give notice of the situation of af- 
lege, Cambridge, and removed to fairs in this kingdom, to those by 
that university. Here he went whom he was employed. Soon 
through all his exercises with a after his arrival, however, he was 
remarkable degree of reputation, seized, in the search after another 
and at the same time must hav^e gentleman of considerable note in 
PVirsue^ his poetical turn with the King's party j but although \t 
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^ms through mbtake that he was 
taken, yet^ when the republicans 
found il their attempts of every 
kidd to bring him over to their 
cause proved ineffectual^ he was 
committed to a severe confine- 
ment, and it was even with con- 
siderable difficulty that he obtained 
his liberty, when, venturing back* 
to France, he remained there, in 
his former situation, till near the 
toe of the King*s return. 

Soon after the Restoration, he 
became possessed of a very compe- 
tent estate, through the favour of 
his principal friends the Duke of 
Buckingham, and the Earl of St. 
Albans ; and being now upwards 
of forty years of age, he took up 
ai:e8olution to pass the remainder 
of a life, which bad been a scene 
of tempest and tumult, in that 
situation which had ever been the 
object of his wPshes, a studious re- 
tirement. His eagerness to get 
out of the bustle of a court and 
city, made him less careful than 
he might have been in the choice 
of a healthful habitation in the 
country, by which means he found 
bis solitude, from the very begin- 
ning, suit less with the constitution 
of his body than with his mind. 
His first rural residence was at 
Bam £Ims, a place which lying 
low, and being near a large river, 
was subject to variety of breezes 
^om land and water, and liable, in 
the winter-time, to great inconve- 
nience from the dampness of the 
«oil. The consequences of this 
Mr. Cowley too soon experienced, 
by being seized with a dangerous 
and lingering fever. On his re- 
covery frpm this he removed to 
Chertsey, a situation not much 
more healthful, where he had not 
long been before he was seized 
v^ith another consuming disease. 
Itiaving languished under this for 



some months, he at length got tht 
better of it, and seemed pretty well 
recovered from Its bad symptoms ; 
when one day, in the heat of sum- 
mer of 1667, staying too long in 
the fields, to give some directions 
to his labourers, he caught a most 
violent cold, which was attended 
With a defiuxion and stoppage io 
his breast, which, for want of time- 
ly care, by treating it as a com- 
mon cold, and refusing advice till 
it was past remedy, took him off 
the stage of life, on the 2Sth of 
July in that year, being the 49th 
of his age; and, on the 3d of 
August following, he was interred 
in Westminster Abbey, near the 
ashes of Chaucer, and his beloved 
Spenser. 

Dr. Warton informs "us, that 
toward the latter part of his life, 
he showed an aversion to the 
company of women, but still re- 
tained a sincere affection for his 
Leonora. — Dr. Johnson, in his 
life of Oowley, supposes him to 
be only an ideal lover, and conse- 
quently as fond of his mistress, as 
Don Gtuixote of his Dulcinea, 
whom he had never seen. 

His death has been by some at- 
tributed to the following accident: 
** He paid a visit, on foot, with 
'* his friend Sprat (say they), to a 
'^ gentleman in the neighbourhood 
''of Chertsey, which visit they 
" prolonged till midnight. On 
*' their return, they mistook their 
'' way, and were obliged to pass 
" the whole night under a hedge, 
" where Cowley caught a severe 
*' cold, attended \vith a fever, 
" which terminated in his death.*' 

Mr. Cowley, as a writer, had 
perhaps as much fire and imagi* 
nation as any author of the Eng- 
lish nation -, his wit Is genuine and 
natural -, btit then his versification 
is frequently irregular, rough, and 
l4 
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incorrect 5 and the redundancy of devout and pious in hir religion^ a 
^s fancy outrunning the power social companion^ and a sincere 
of his expression, this latter ap- friend. Or, to sum up his cha- 
pears sometimes puerile, and even racter in a few words, we need only 
flat and insipid. Yet these faults repeat the remark of his master 
are Certainly excusable, when we King Charles II. who, on the 
consider at how early a time pf news of his death* declared that 
lift almost ^11 his pieces were writ- '* Mr. Cowley had not left a better 
ten. Had he lived in a less per- Tman behind him in England." 
plexed period of our history, or It is moreover one of the peculiar 
been himself less principally con* advantages of exalted virtue, that 
cerned in the transactions of the even bad men reverence it, and 
period he did live in, we perhaps are pleased to draw some honour 
might have met with greater plea- to themselves by paying tribute 
sure from those writings which he to it. A monument therefore was 
might have produced at a more erected, to the memory of Cowley, 
advanced age, when the judgment, by George Villiers, t)uke of Buck- 
being arrived at greater maturity, ingham, in 1675. His dramatic 
could have held a tighter rein works, whrch however are those of 
over the rapid and unruly coursers all his writings the least esteemed, 
of imagination. It is evident that are four in number; their titles are 
fancy was his principal directress, ,as follow : 

and, by a kind of sympathy with 1. Love's Riddle. Vast. C. 12mo. 
writers of the same disposition, he l638. 

became involuntarily a poet. He 2. Naufragium Joculare, C. 
tells us himself, that his admira^ i2mo. 163S. 
tion of Spenser, whom he had read .3. Guardian. C. 4to. l650. 
over before he was twelve years 4. Cutter of Coleman Street. C. 
old, first inspired him with an in- 4to. l663. 
clination for poetry 5 and what Cowley, Mrs. Hannah, was 
writer has imagination equal to the daughter of a Mr. Parkhouse, 
Spenser? and we are also told, that of Tiverton, Devonshire, where 
his accidentally meeting with the she was born about the year 1743. 
works of Pindar, the most exalted Her genius may seem to have beeh 
genius for the flights pf fancy hereditary; her grandmother by 
among the ancients, led him into tlie father's side having bees first 
that Pindaric way of writing, in cousin to the celebrated poet Gay 5 
which, however faulty he may by whom she was held in su^-h 
sometimes be in respect to num- high estimation, that he passed a 
bers, he has never yet been excel- considerable portion of his time at 
led in the force of his figures, and her house in Barnstaple. Mr. 
the sublimity pf his style and sen- Parkhurst Jiimself had attained a 
timents. proficiency in classical literature. 

As a man, in his publig capa- which gained him the reputatiqn 
pity he was active and discerning, of being an excellent scholar, 
of the strictest integrity, and most Under such a tutor were the ta- 
unshaken loyalty. In his private lenis of gur fair wi^iter cultivated ; 
life he was easy of access, gentle, and she presented him, in return, 
polite, and modest, generous in his with the first fruits of her Muse, 
disposition, temperate in his life^, by prefixing his name tp the poena 
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of The Maid of^hragon, in a de- 
dication^ which evinced at once 
filial gratitude and youthful genius. 
About the year 1772, she was 
married to Mr. Cowley, who died 
in India, about twelve years ago, 
a captain in the Company's service, 
and brother to Mr. Cowley, an 
eminent merchfint in Cateaton 
Street J by whom she had three 
children, a son and two daughters. 
In the different characters of 
daughter, wife, and mother, Mrs, 
Cowley's conduct was most ex- 
emplary. Her manners were live- 
ly and unassuming, and her c^oun- 
tenance was peculiarly animated 
and expressive. Though public 
38 a genius, yet private as a wo- 
man, she wore her laurels grace- 
fully veiled : at the theatres, except 
to oblige others by accompanying 
them, she was never seen j fre- 
quently, for years together, she 
was not there at all. Her drama- 
tic pieces were brought out under 
the superintendance of her hus- 
band 5 except, we believe, the last 
two J he having then joined his 
regiment in India. In her writ- 
ings, notbing was laboured ; all 
was spontaneous effusion: she had 
nothing of the drudge of litera- 
ture; and fame was not half so 
much her object as the pleasure of 
composition. When her fancy had 
prompted her to the amusement 
of dramatic writing, so little san- 
guine was she in her expectation 
that her comedy would be accept- 
ed by Mr. Garrick, to whom it 
was sent, that it was not until 
about twelve months afterwards, 
that he was informed who bad 
sent it to him, or was asked what 
his opinion was. The comedy 
alluded to was The Runaway ; it 
was written in a fortnight, and Its 
remarkable success many will re- 
colject. _ It wa^ followed by /f%pV 



the Dupe, and The Belk*s Strata^ 
gem. The latter, on the expre» 
permission of the Queen, was de- 
dicated ^to her, and was performed 
before the royal family once every 
season, as long as they attended 
the theatres. However anxious 
Mrs. Cowley might be at the mo- 
ment of writing, her work was 
no sooner out, than she becatnb 
regardless of it. It was to domes- 
tic life, as we have before ob- 
served, that her mind was given; 
fame appeared to be not at all 
essential to her happiness. The 
Siege of Acre would never have 
appeared, had it not been heard 
of, asked for, and made a present 
of to a respectable bookseller^ who 
was a stranger to her. In tha 
course of the last ten years of her 
life she wrote a few slight poems, 
in friendship with the families of 
Lady Carew, Lady Duntze, Mrs. 
Wood, and other ladies in her 
neighbourhood, which probably 
are yet extant. In her latter years, 
on account of her dislike of cards, 
and the dress and trouble of even- 
ing amusements, she declined all 
invitations j but received very large 
parties at her own house. She 
established a singular custom, of 
throwing open her house, one 
morning in a week, for ladies 
only, and was on those occasions 
attended by a crowd. 

Mrs. Cowley looked forward to 
the close of her life, with a pecu- 
liar degree of religious cheerful- 
ness, and expired at Tiverton, 
March 11, I8O9, in her 66th 
year 3 leaving behind her a son, 
now at the bar ; and a daughterj^ 
married in India to the Rev. Dr. 
Brown, provost of the College of 
Calcutta. 

Besides the poeins of The Maid 
of Arragon, and The Siege of Acre, 
which we have.incidentally men- 
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Uon6d> this lady produced a third, if he has a right to be called by 

excellent in its kind, called Tk^ that title, was an excellent come* 

ScotHsk Village. dian, who lived in the reign of 

The last time her pen was thus King Charles I. But when the 

employed, was on a slight poem, ringleaders of the rebellion, and 

given to a poor sexton of the pa-, the pretended reformers of the na- 

rish, who was distressed by the tion, among other acts of purita- 

loss of his property, in the then nical zeal, suppressed the repre- 

late floods, and which was re- sentations of the theatre, this per- 

atored to him by the douceurs of former was compelled for a liveli- 

those to whom he showed the hood to betake himself to the raak- 

poem for perusal. ing of drolls or farces, which were 

To the above we should add, in general nothing moce than se- 

that Mrs. Cowley was the *' Anna lect scenes of humour from some 

i^ Matilda,** who so long main- of the plays which had been the 

tained a celebrated poetical news- greatest favourites, put together 

{taper correspondence with " Delia without any order, regularity, or 

" Crusca** (the late Mr. Merry>; apparent design. These; drolls he 

though the parties were, personal- found means of getting licensed, 

\y, total strangers to each other, or, rather connived at by the legis- 

We now subjoin a list of the lature, "and performed as it were 

dramas produccKl by this elegant by stealth, under the sanction of 

writer : rQpe-dancing,.at the Red-Bull play- 

1. The Runaway, C Svo. 177^« house, and in country towns at 

2. Who '* ihe Dupe .^ F. 8vo, wakes and fairs." A large collec- 
1779. tion of them was published after 

3. Albina. T. 8vo, 1779' the Restoration, by Kirkman 5 for 

4. The Beliefs Stratagem. C. some account of which, and the 
1780 5 8vo. 1782. plays they were selected from, see 

5. The School for Eloquence. I. the third volume of this work, 
J 780. N. P. under the title of The Wits-, or, 

6. The World as it Goes. C. Sport upon Sport. There is ano- 
t781. N. P. Afterwards acted ther collection, published as a se- 
imder the new title of cond part to the former, the pieces 

f. Second Thoughts are Best, C. in which are supposed by.Kirkt. 

1781. N. P. man to have been originally writ- 
8. Which is the Man? ,C. 8vo. ten by Cox, and which consists of 

1782. the following interludes, except- 
. 9. ji Bold Stroke for a Husband, ing only the first, which is known 
C. 8vo. 1783. to be his, viz, 

10. More Ways than Qne. C. 1. Actieon and Diana, w\th th^ 
8vo. 1784. pastoral Story of the Nym[>h 

11. School for Greybeards. C. CEnone,&c. 4to.N.D.> 8vo. Id56'. 
8vo. 1786. 2. The Black Man. 

12. FateofSparta,T.Syo.l7^^' 3' Fenus and Adonis \ or, Th»^ 

13. A Day in Turkey. Q. 8vo, Maid's Philosophy, 8vo. 1659. 
1792. 4. Philetus and ConstQntia, 

14. The Town before You» C. 5. King Ahasuerus and Queen, 
»¥0. 1795. Esther. 

^ox, Robert, This author), 0. King Solomon's IVisdom. 
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^ Diphilo and Granida. The True Bnion, F, 1 7S2p N.P. 

8. Wiltshire Tom. Craven. See Anspach. 

9. (Enone. P. Craufurd, DaVid. This gen- 

10. Bottom the TFeavcr. tleman was a North Briton, of 

11. The Cheater cheated, Dumfoy, in the westiem part of 
The last ten were originally Scotland, and was historiographer 

printed in 4to. without date. Also for that kingdom to Queen Anne, 

the whole, 8vo. 1672. He wrote two plays, whose titles 

In these kinds of drolls he used are as follow : 

to perform the principal parts 1. Courtship Alamode, C.4to. 

iiimself, and that so well, that he 170O. 

was a great favourite, not only in 2. Love at first Sight. C. 4to. 

the country, but also at London, N. D. [1704.] 

and in the universities themselves. The first of these pieces he left 

And Langbaine relates the follow- to the care of Mr. Pinkethman, the 

ing humorous anecdote of him comedian, to publish ; his afi&irs 

(which proves him to have been a caUing him into his own country, 

veiy natural performer), that once just as it was about to be acted, 

after he had been playing the part His other writings are, a set of 

of Simpleton, the smith, in his own love epistles, in verse, in imitation 

jictaon and Diana, a real smith of of Ovid, and entitled Ovidms 

some eminence in those parts, who Briiannicus, being an intrigue be- 

.8a w him act, came to him, and tween two persons of quality; three 

o^red to take liim as his journey- novels, in one volume 8vo. and 

^an, and even * to allow him some Memoirs of the Affairs and 

twelve-pence a week more than Revolutions of Scotland, 

the customary wages. Crisp, Hrnrt. This author 

Cradock, Joseph. An au- belonged to the Custom-house^ 

thor still living. He is possessed and produced one play, called 

of a considerable fortune in the Firginia, T. 8vo. 1754. 

county of Leicester, and has pro- . Cross, Richard, wrote one^ 

duced one play, altered from Les piece, caUed 

Scythes of Voltaire, and called The Henpecked Captain. F. 1/49. 

Zoheidc. T. Svoi 1771. N. P. 

and another, entitled Cross, Jambs C. was formerly 

The Czar, Not yet acted, nor an actor at Covent Garden and 

printed. the Haymarket Theatres. His 

He is also the reputed author of first wife was on the stage ; and 

^ Journey to Snozvden, and Village after her death Mr. Cross married 

Alemoirs. Miss Jones, daughter of the pro- 

Crane, Edward. This au- prietor of the Royal Circus (now 

thor resided at Manchester, where called the Surrey Theatre) 3 by 

he printed a Collection of Poetical which circumstance he became a 

Miscellanies, i» 8vo. 176I ; in part proprietor of that house, and 

which, amongst other pieces, are acting manager; and thencefor- 

two tragedies, viz. ward he devoted the productions 

1 . The Female Parricide, of his pen chiefly, of course, to 

2.- Saul and Jonathan,, that concern. His first dramatic 

Cranre, , a teacher of essay was the writing of dialogue 

music, who died April 7, 17S3, for the apt introduction of sonoje 

was author of of the ipost favourite of Mr. Dib- 
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^n*8 songs ; which entertainment 
was performed several nights at 
Covent Garden Theatre, under the 
title of, 

1. The Divertisement, M. E. 
1790. N. P. 

The other specimens of this 
gentleman*s dramatic talents are as 
follow : 

2.^ Humoitrs of Brighton. Sk. 

1792. 

3. Purse, M.D. 8vo. 1/94. 

4. British Fortitude and Hiher- 
man Friendship. M.D. 8vo. 1794. 

5. The Apparition. Mus. Dr. 
Rom. 8vo. 1794. 

6. The Chanty Boy. M. E. 

1796. N.P. ; 

7. tillage Doctor, Burl. 8vo. 

1790 ' 

8. Way to get Unmarried. D.S. 

eva. 1796. 

9. Escape into Prison, M. E. 

17.97. 

1 0. Harlequin and Quixote. Pant. 

179;. 

\l. Tn Love, in Debt, and in 

Liquor. M. Dr. 8vo. 1797. 

12. Nymph 6fthe Fountain. P. 

1797. 

la. The Genoese Pirate. Pant. 

1798. N. P. 

14. Harlequin's Return . P. 1 79^. 

15: Joan of Arc. Hist.Bal. 1798. 

16. Raft. M. Int. 8vo. 1798. 

17. Magic Flute. Pant. 1800. 

18. The Mine. G.S. 8vo. 1800. 
ip. Sir Francis Drake and Iron 

Arm. Spect. 8vo. 1800. 

20. King, Ccesar. G. S. 8vo/ 
1801. 

2 1 . The Eclipse. Pant. 8 vo. 1 801 . 

22. The Fire King. B. 8vo. 
1801. 

23. Bxnaldo Rinaldinz. B. 8vo. 
WOl. 

24. The Enchanted Harp. Pant. 
1802. 8yo. N.D. 

25. The Fatal Prediction, B. 
iYO. 1802. 
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26. The Golden Farmer. Pant. 
8vo. 1802. 

27. Gonsalvo de Cordova, B. 
8vo. 1802. 

28. Jubilee of 1802. G.D, 8vo. 
1802. 

29. Corsican Pirate. Bal. 8vo. 
1803. 

30. John Bull and Buonaparte. 
B. S. 8vo. 1803. 

31. Louisa of Lomlardy. G.S. 
Bvo. 1803. 

32. Number Nip. T. S. 8vo. 
1803. 

33. Our Native Land and Gal' 
lant Protectors. Dr. 8vo. 1803« 

34. Rival Statues. .Pant.. 8vo. 
1803. 

35. Jew and Gentile. Burl. 

36. Cyhele. Pant. 8vo. 1804. 
37i Pedlefs Acre, Pant 8vou 

1804. 

38. Black Beard. B. P. 12mo. 
I8O9. 

39. The Cloud King. M. D. 
12mo. I8O9. 

40. Cora... B. P. 12mo. I8O9. 

41. The False Friend. M. D. 
12mo. I8O9. 

42. Halloween. S. 12mo. I8O9. 
43.' Julia of Louvain. D. S. 

12mo. I8O9. 

44. Round Tower. B. P. 12mo. 
I8O9. 

Mr. Cross died, we believe, 
early in the year 1810 -, leaving a 
widow, to whom Mr. Elliston has 
given a situation in the Surrey 
Theatre, but in what department 
we are not informed. Our autho- 
rity for stating the fact is the fol- 
lowing notice at the foot of a play- 
bill, in 1810, for the widow'a 
benefit : ^' Mrs. • C. would be 
*' wanting in gratitude did she not 
^' embrace this opportunity of re- 
^' turninsr Mr. Elliston her sincere 
*' thanks for the many favours she 
'' has received from him since the 
^* decease of hef much-beloved 
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•*and affectionate husband; and Mr. Crowne's two tragedies of TAa 
•' trusts her ardefit endeavours to Destruction of Jerusalem excited 
** give satisfactioti, in the situation the envy of that nobleman so far, 
•' he has been so kind as to place as to make him as severe an ene- 
" her in, will enture a continuance my as he had appeared to be a 
" of his esteem and patronage." warm friend to him 5 nay, he even 
Crowne, John. This gen- endeavoured to do him prejudice 
tleman was the son oif an inde- at court, by informing the King 
pendent minister in that part of of his descent and education, 
America called Nova Scotia j but which, however, His Majesty was 
whether born there or not, is un- so far from paying any regard to, 
certain. He received his educa- that he even treated the informer 
tioh, however, in that climate, the with that contempt so mean an 
rigid manners of which not alto- insinuation justly merited. Mr. 
gether suiting with the vivacity of Crowne was now highly in favour 
his genius, he determined to quit at court, and particularly with the 
that country and seek his fortune King, as indeed any one might b« 
in England. At his first arrival * who contributed to his pleasures j 
here, his necessities compelled him and it is well known that Charley 
to accept of an office still more II. was ever peculiarly fond oip 
formal and'disgusting than even his theatrical amusements. The far 
•ituation in America. This was no vours he received from this mor 
otlier than the being gentleman- narch, added to the iiatural gaiety 
usher to an oWl independent lady of his temper, induced him to join 
of quality. Soon weary of this with the Tory party ', in conser 
disagreeable drudgery, he had re- quence of which he wrote a come- 
course to hi» pen | for support ; dy, called The City Politiques, in 
and as neither the preciseness of which the Whigs were severely sa- 
his education, nor the distress <>f tirized. When written, he found 
bis circumstances, ipuld suppre is much difficulty in getting it re- 
thefire of his genius, his writings, presented; the opposite party, and 
which wer^ in the dramatic way, particularly Lord Arlington, the 
soon rendered his abilities known lord chamberlain, who was secret- 
to the town and court : when, as ly in the Whig interest, endea- 
it appears, fortunately for him, vouring all they could to get it 
tfie Earl of Rochester, whose en- suppressed. At last, however, bjr 
mi ty to Dryden made him readily the immediate command of the 
snatch at any opportunity of tnor- King himself, it was brought on the 
tifying him, prevailed on the stage ; but, though even the con- 
Queen to lay her commands on trary party acknowledged it to be 
Crowne, in preference to that poet, a good play, it created Mr. Crowne 
for the writing of a masque, to be a great many enemies j which cir- 
performed at court, which he exe^ cumstance, added to the preca- 
jRUted,^ under the title of Calisto. riousness of theatrical emoluments. 
That it was not from any pecu- induced him to apply to the King 
Jiar regard to our author himself, for some post that might secure 
that Lord Rochester urged this hkn from distress for the remain- 
Bomination, is very evident j for, at der of his life. This His Majesty 
DO greater distance than two years readily promised him, but insisted 
afterwards^ the great success of on our apthor*8 writing one coi»^ 
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Before Lord Halifax quitted Ire- his femily, to Tunbridge Wdls, 
land to become Secretary of State, wliere he has continued, we be- 
Mr. Cumberland's father had been lieve, ever since to reside, uni- 
made Bishop of Cionfert ; and Mr. versallj , respected. Of his dra- 
Cumberland himself, who had de- niatic works we annex what w« 
dined a baronetcy which had been believe to be a correct list : 
offered him by his patron, came 1. The Banishment of Cicero. 
to England with his Lordship^ and T. 4tp. 17O1. 
was appointed, we believe, to the 2. The Summer's Tale, Mus. 
situation of assistant secretary to C. 8vo. 17O5. 
the Board of Trade. Z.Amelia. M.£. 8vo. I7j58. 

Abouttheendof the year 1771, 4. The Brothers. C. Svo. 1769. 
the Bishop of Cionfert was trans- 5. The fTdst Indian-' C. 8va 
Jated toKilmorej whichsee^how- 1771* 

ever, he held not long, being 6. Amelia. M. E. altered. Svo. 
translated by death to a better 1771. 

world ; to which he was followed 7. Timon of Athens. T. altered, 
by his lady in June 1775. Bvo. 1771, 

The accession of Lord George 8. The Fashionahle Jjpver^: C. 

jCrflrmaine to the seals for the colo- Svo. 1772. 

pi4 departmeot promoted Mr. 9. The Note of Hand. F. 8vo. 

Cunaberiand fwtn a subaltern at 1774. 

.the Board of Trade to the post of 10. The Choleric Man. C. 8yo. 

jecretar}'. 177^. 

In the year 178O he was sent 11. Th^ Battle of Hastings. T. 

on a secret and confidential mis- Svo. 177S. 

tion to the court of Spaing and 12. The Princess ef Parma. T. 

it is. reported, that his embassy 177S. N. P. 

would havebeen successful, but for 13. The Election. Ent. 1778. 

the riots in London, and the cap- N. P. 

tune of our East and West India . 14. Calypso. M. 8vd. 1779* 

^eets, whiekjnspired the Spaniards IS. The Bondman. T.C« altered. 

with nnore confidence than they .1779« N. P. 

Jiad before possessed. . In this mis- lO. The Duke of Milan, T. al- 

siouJVlr.Cumberland necessarily in* tered. 1779- N. P. 

curred great expenses ; and he was 1 7* The Widow of Delphi. Mus. 

cruelly neglected by ministers after C, Songs only printed, Svo. 178O. 

the conclusion of his negotiation. ' IS. The Walloons. G. 1782. 

It was, however, during his resi- N. P. 

dence in that country that he col- IQ* Mysterious Husland. Play. 

Jected the Anecdotes of eminent .8vo. 1783. 

Painters, in Spain, which he afler- ' 20, The Carmelite, T. 8to. 

•wards published. 17S4. 

By the provisions of Mr. Burke*s 21. Natural Son. C. Bvo* 1785. - 

well-known bill, the Board of 22. The Arad. T. 178^. N.P. 

Trade was annihilated, and Mr. I3. The Country Attorney. C. 

Cumberland was set adrift with a 17S7. N. P. 

compensation of scarcely a moiety 24. The Impostors. C« Svo. 178ft. 

in value of what he^had been de- 25. School for Widows. C. 1789* 

prived of. He now retixed^ with N. ?• 
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a6. OuasionUl Prelude. 1792. 
K. P. 

27. The Atmourer. C. O. 1793. 
JN.P. 
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53. Te^mzw in Caprece, P. N.P. 

54. Torr^daL Trag. N. P. 
Besides the labour^ as well^ as 

genius, implied in the execution 



28. The Booc-^lohhy Challenge, of this unexampled collection of 
C. 8vo. No date. [1794,] plays written by one author, we 

29. The Jew. C. 8vo. 1794. are to give Mr. Cumberland credit 

30. Wheel ofFwtune, C. 8vo. for other works, which do great 
2 fgs. .honour both to his head and heart. 

31. First, Love. C. Svo. 3795.' Ofthesetheprihcipal are as follow: 
'32, The Dependant. C, 1795. Anecdotes of eminent Painters 

IS. P. in Spain, 2 vols. 5 The Observer, 

33. Don Pedro. Dr. 8vo. 1796. a periodical paper, 6 vols.; Jrun^ 

34. The Days of Yore. D. 8vo- del, a novel, 2 vols. ; Henry, a 

1796. novel, 2 voh.j Calvary, an epic 

35. The Last of the Family. C. poem j The Exodiad, an epic poem 
^' 1797- (™ conjunction with Sir James 

36. Fd/f9 Impressions. C. 8vo, Bland Bulges, who was his near 

1797, neighbour at Tunbridge Wells); 
Z7. Village Pite. Int, 1797. ^nd Memcirs of Richard Cumber^ 

If. P, (inscribed to him by re- land, written by Himself 2 vols, 

port.) To these we may add numerous 

. 38. TheChuds. C. 8vo. N.D. Prologues and Epilogues, Tracts 

[1797] controversial and politick, and a 

39. Th^ Eccentric Lover. C. few Poems. 



That a man of such learning, of 
such versatility of literary talent, 
such unquestionable genius, and 
such sound morality, shouM, in 

the vale of years," feel the want 



179s. N. P. 

40. A Word for Nature. C. 
1^98. N.P. 

41. Joann^a of Montfaueon. Dr. 
kom. Svo. IBOO. 

42. Lovers* SesoUuions. Com. of what he has lost by his exertions 
1802. N, P. for the public good, must, to every 

48. Suilor^s Daughter. C. 8vo. feeling mind, be a subject of keen 

1804. regret y yet the fact seems to b^ 

44. VtctOry and Death tf Lord placed beyond doubt by th^^ fol- 
Nelson. M , D. p. 1805, N.P. lowing annunciation of his fnten- 

45. Mint to Husbands. C. 8vo. lion, in 1809, to publish a 4to. 
I8O6.* volutne of his dramas, which, we 

46. T%e Jew nf ilogadore. O. are sorry to say, because it im- 
8vo. 1806. plifes a want of encouragement, 

47. Robber^ Dr. Piece. -I8O9. has not yet (April 1811) ap-» 
N. P. peared : 

AS. Widow* s^nljf Son. C. 1810. '^ to the public^ 



N.P. 

49, Alcwior, Play. N. P. 
- 50. the False Demetrius. P. 
K.P. 

51 . Passive Hmland^ P. N. P. 
. 52. The SyUllSibytli tx.The 
SbderBrmkie^ V. N.P. ^ 



'* It was my purpose to havQ 
'^ reserved these MSS. for the 
*' eventual use and advantage 6i a 
*' beloved daughter after my de- 
'* cease ; but the circumstances of 
'* my story, which are before thfe 
*' public, and to which I cati ap^ 

M 
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■* peal without a blush, make it walk, the mock french charaa-^ 
" needless for me to state why I ter. 

'' am not able to fulfil that pur- His passion for the stage ba< 
pose : I therefore now, with full obtained so strong a power ov^ 
reliance on the candour and 'pro- him, that against the wishes of hi 
tection of my countrymen at friends, and without any commu^ 
" large, solicit their subscription to nication of his intentions to then» 
'* these unpublished dramas ; con- he secretly left his family and enL 
'' scious as I am, that neither in barked for England^ where h 
*' this instance, nor in any other commenced itinerant player wit 
'* through the course of my long- a success that by no means an 
'f continued labours, have I wil- swered his expectations. He sooi 
'''fully directed the humble ta- became sensible of his imprudenc 
*' lents, with which God hath en- but pride prevented his return 
*[ do wed me, otherwise than to his parents ; and ere he had tim 
'^ his service, and the genuine in- to work himself into a resolutio] 
'* terests (so far as I understood of obeying the calls of duty, h^ 
*' them) of benevolence and vir- received intelligence that his fa—' 
" lue. ther had become insolvent, Thi^ 

'' Richard Cumberland.** news was followed by that of his 
Cunningham, JoHK. An ele- death. Stilly however, an asyluin 
gant and ingenious poet, and a was open to our author in the 
very worthy man. He was bom house of an affectionate brother, 
in the year 1729 in Dublin, where Mr. P. Cunningham, one of th« 
his father^ an eounent wine-mer- best statuaries in Ireland, who re- 
chant, and his mother, both of peatedly urged him to return $ bat' 
whom were of Scotch parents, then the idea of a state of dependence 
resided. He was the youngest son was of all others the most repug- 
of his father, and early began to nant to him. What he had origi- 
exhibit specimens of his poetical nally adopted from choice, he 
powers. By the time he was twelve now found himself obliged to per- 
years old, he had prodticed se- sist in from necessity. After hav- 
veral pieces which are still admired, ing experienced various vicissitudes 
and at the age of seventeen years in the north of England, we find 
wrote the only dramatic perform- him, in the year 176I, a per* 
ance that he left, 'the free ac- former at Edinburgh, nnder the 
cess which this little drama gave direction of Mr. LovOi Here he 
him to the playhouse was of very wrote some of his t)est pieces, 
pernicious consequence to him. It It is at this period that, as a poet, 
created a disgust at the plodding h6 also began to emerge from ob- 
life of a tradesman, and excited scurity. 

a desire to appear on the stage as a Willing to snatch at every op- 
performer, though he scarcely pos' portunity that hitght extricate him 
sessed a single requisite for such a from a profession in which nature 
profession. His figure was totally had denied him the qualities to 
against him either for tragedy or shine, and for which ^e had long; 
genteel comedy: in the petit maitre lost all relish, he cheerfully adopt- 
east, however, he was tolerable 1 ed the advice of his friends, and, 
and if he in any thing rose to ex- in hopes of obtaining a more corn« 
cellence^ it was in Ibis favourite fortable, as well as ^a more respect* 
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able, subsistence in the world of in the countiy, whd afforded bim 

letters, he repaired from Edin- their support and protection. Be* 

burgh to London. These hopes, ing passionately fond of retirement^ 

however, were vain. Hardly had and happy in the society of a little 

be set foot in the capital, when he circle of rural friends, he rejected 

found that tbe bookseller, by whom every solicitation to try once more 

he was to be employed, had stopped his fortune in the capital 5 declaring 

payment. He soon also discovered it to be his wish, that as he had 

^at scandal and political alterca- lived, so he might die among bis 

tion had entirely taken up the at- friends in Northumberland 5 nor 

tention of the public, and that, was that wish denied bim. From 

Unless he prostituted his abilities a long-rooted disorder in his nerves 

to these objects, be was not likely a lingering illness ensued, which, 

to meet with much success. He, on the 18th day of September 1773# 

therefore, left the town with pre- terminated his life. He was bu- 

^itation, after a short and dis- ried in St. John*s churchyard, 

Agreeable stay in it, and once more Newcastle. 

returned to Scotland. He is entitle^ to a place in this 

At this juncture, Mr. Digges work on acc^ount of one plece^ 

was manager of the Edinburgh called 

playhouse, and he treated our au- Love in a Mist. Faroe. 12ino« 

thor with uncommon respect and 1747. 

kindness. Mr. Cunningham con- CutrNiNGUAM, Josias. Ofthi^ 

tinned under that gentleman's ma- author we can only inform the 

nagement until he quitted Scot* reader, that he wrote one drama^ 

land. He then returned to New- called 

castle-upon-Tyne 5 a spot which. The Royal Shepherds. P. 8vo* 

as it had been his residence for 17^5, 

many years, he had originally left Cuthbertson, Miss. To a 

"with regret, and which, to his lady of this name has been as* 

last breath, he used emphatically cribed 

to call his home. jinna. Com. 1793* N. P. 

At this place, and in the neigh- Cutts, John. Of this gentle- 

boaring towns, he earned a scanty, man we know nothing further than 

but to him a sufficient, subsistence, that his name stands as an author 

Though his mode of life was pre- in the title-page of one dramatic 

carious and rather disreputable, it piece, entitled 

became much less so from the Rebellion defeated, Trag. 4to. 

estiQiation he was held in by some ]745> 

of the most respectable character]^ 
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13, D. Gent, These initials we 
find afH^ced to 

The Faithful Shepherd, Past, 
Cora. 12mo. l633. 

p. J. These initials stand in 
the title-pages of thre^ several 
dt*amatic pieces ; but it is scarcely 
probable that they should all be 
tlie works of the same author. 
Their titles are, 

1. The ^ Knave in Grain new 
vdmpt, d. 4to. J 640. 

2. Helts High Court of Justice. 

4to. leei. 

3. The Mall C. 4to. 1674. 
Lan^baiijie tells us, that the last 
was ascribed by Dr. Hyde, the 
ProtO'hibliothecanus, or upper li- 
brarian, of one of the universities, 
to Mr. Dry den j but as it is pro- 
bable the Doctor might have no 
stronger foundation for his conjee*- 
ture than the mere correspond- 
ence of the letters J. D. with the 
words John Dry den, we are apt 
to join in opinion with Langbaiue, 
that the dissimilarity of style, es- 
pecially in the epistle dedicatory, 
in which Mr. Dryden's manner 
was in general very characteristic, 
is aa argun)ent sufficiently strong 

-against the too peremptorily giving 
the honour, or ascribing the dis- 
grace, of being the author of it to 
that very celebrated writer. 

DABORNE,aliasDAUBORNE,Ro- 

B1ERT. Though the same differ- 
ence appears in the spelling of this 
author's name as in Mr. Dancer's, 
after mentioned, the first ^ cer- 
tainly right. He lived in the reign 
of King James I. and had a liberal 
edocatioD, being master ><)£ arts; 

3 
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but in what university he took, 
degree appears uncertain. H^waiT 
also in holy orders, and it is pro- 
bable had a living in Ireland* At 
least, it is apparent he was in that 
kingdom, from a sermon published 
by him on Zech. ii. 7> in th3 year 
161 8, which is said in the title- 
page to have been preached at Wa- 
terford. He i^rote the two iol* 
lowing plays : 

. 1. Christian turned Turk. T.. 
4to. 1012. 

2. Poor Man*s Comfort. T. C. 
4t<>, 1655. 

D'Aguilar, Miss Ross. A 
lady x>f this nanae translated firotn 
the German 

Gortx of Berlingen. Hist, Dr. 
8VQ. N. D. [17.99.] 

Pallas, Eobbrt Charles. 
This geptleman is th^ son of Dr. 
Dall^as^ a physiciap of Kingston, 
Jamaica, in wh^ch, place our au- 
thor was born. At a very early 
period of life h^e was sent to re- 
ceive tl;ie. rudiments of educatioo 
at Musselburgl^, in Scotland; 
whence he was i;emov^d to. Eng- 
land, and placed under the tuw 
tion of Mr. Elphinston, at Ken« 
r sington, who was well known as, 
an indefatigable labou];Qr at a fgtile 
attempt to alter the whole ortho- 
graphy of the English language* 
On leaving school, Mr. D. in* 
tended to embrace a military life ; 
but meeting with some disappoint-^ 
ments in the purchase of a com<« 
mission, he entered himself as a 
student of law in the Inner Temple. 
Like many others, however, whose 
names occur in these volumes, he . 
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devoted ropre of bis hoars to the and growing up, he was tempted. 

Muses than to the law. About by deceitful reports of the para« 

the tinie of his coming of. age, he disaical state of America, to pay* 

made a voyage to Jamaica, to take a visit to his brother, who was 



possession of property that had 
fallen to him by his father*s death ; 
where, however, he soon became 
disgusted with a colonial life, fr6m 
the cruel treatment which he fre- 
quently saw used toward the slaves ; 
but, being appointed to a lucrative 



settled at Philadelphia. But he 
found his prepossessions in favour 
of England only ine more firmly 
rooted by what he saw of America : 
he therefore returned home, and 
Commenced a literary career that 
has been creditable at once to his 



office on the north side of the genius and industry. His princi» 
island, he remained two or three pal original productions are. Mis- 
years in Jamaica. On his return cellaneous JVritings, consisting of 



to England, he married Miss Hard- 
ing, daughter of Benjamin Hard- 
ing, Esq. of Hacton House, near 
Hornchurch, in Essex. 
After the enjoyment of a few 



Poems, &c. (including the tragedy 
hereafter mentioned), 4to. 1797; 
Percival, a novel, 1801 -, Elements 
of Self' knowledge, 1802; TkeHis^ 
tory of the Maroons, IS03 ; Aubrey, 



years in England, he was under a novel, 1804. Beside these, he 

the necessity of again crossing the is the translator from the French 

Atlantic j previous to which, how- of Mallet du Pan's British Mer'- 

ever, he completed his terms at cury, M. Bertrand de Moleville't 

the Temple, and was called to the Annals of the French Revolution, 

bar. After spending a few years Clery's Journal of the Sufferings 

more in Jamaica, and finding Mrs. of the Royal Family of France in 

Dallas*s health impaired by the the Temple, and the Abbe Ordi- 

climate, he resolved to quit it for naire's Natural History of Volca* 

ever. His predecessor in the office ^ noes. 



which he held having been per- 
mitted to nominate him to succeed, 
he flattered himself that he should 
be able to obtain the like permis- 
sion; but he was mistaken: the 
minister (Mr. Pitt), though greatly 

-solicited on the occasion, left him 
only the alternative of losing his 
office^ or living in the West 
Indies. 

Mr. Dalfas adopted the former, 
passed several years on the conti- 
nent, and was at Paris in the com- 
mencement of the Revolution. 

'The enormities, however, that he 
witnessed there drove him thence, 
and he found a retreat for his fa- 
mily in the county of Suffolk, 
where for some years he devoted 
hiniiself to the education of his 
fh^4ret^« His i&mily increasipg 



That his name finds a place in, 
this work, however, Mr. Dallas 
owes to two dramatic productions, 
viz. 

1. Lucretia. T. 4to. 1797* 

2. Not at Home, Dram. Ent. 
Svo. I8O9. 

Dalton, John. This gentle- 
man was son of the Rev. John 
Dalton, rector of Dean, in Cum- 
berland, where he was born in 
1709. He was a member of 
Queen's College, Oxford, and took, 
the degree of M. A. May 9, 1/34. 
He afterwards became tutor or so- 
vernor to the only son of Alger- 
non Seymour, Duke of Somerset, 
a very hopeful and promising young 
gentleman, whose death ip the 
bloom of youth and expectation 
stands on record in a very aflfectin|r 
" ¥3 ■ 
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manner in two letters on that oc- 
casion^ writfen by his afflicted mo- 
ther, the Countess of Hertford, 
afterwards Dutchess of Somerset, 
and which since her death have 
been published in Mr. Buncombe's 
Collection of Letters. On the 4th 
of July 1750,. he was honoured 
with the degrees of £. and D.D. 
At the time of his death, which 
happened July 21, 1763, he was 
prebendary of Worcester, and rec- 
tor of St. Mary-at-Hill. Dr. Dal- 
ton-s claim to a mention in this 
work is his having altered, and 
rendered more fit for dramatic ex- 
hibition,Milton's admirableMasque 
at Ludlow Castle, which he con- 
siderably extended, not only by 
the insertion of some songs and 
different passages selected from 
other of Milton's work?, but also 
by the addition of several songs 
and improvements of his own, so 
admirably adapted to the man- 
ner of the original author of the 
masque, as by no means to disgrace 
the more genuine parts, but, on 
the contrary, greatly to exalt our 
ideas of Dr, Dalton's poetical abi- 
lities. It has, moreover, had the 
advantage of being most excellently 
set to music by Dr. Arne, and is 
sometimes acted under the title of 
Comus, Masque. 8vo. 1738* 
During the run of Cemus, he 
industriously sought out a grand- 
daughter of Milton (Elizabeth 
Foster), oppressed both by age ^d 
poverty, ^nd procured her a bene- 
fit from it at Drury Lane Theatre, 
on the 3th of April 1750, by which 
she cleared above 13fO/. Mr. Gar- 
rick spoke a prologue, which was 
written by Dr. Johnson for the oc- 
casion. ' 

DALfoN, John. This author 
resided at Clifton, near York, and 
was the keeper of a public garden, 
where parties were ^ccommodafpd 
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with tea. In the prologae to fall 
farce he pleads poverty in ex- 
cuse for his attempting the drama. 
The name of his performance is 

Honour Rewarded ', or, TkeGc" 
nerous Fortune Hunter. F. 8vo. 

1775. 

Dance, James. See Lots, 
James. 

Dancer^ John. This author, 
who lived in the reign of Charlesll. 
is said to have been born in Ire- 
land. He was a servant in the 
family of the Duke of Ormond, 
and lived a great part of Mis time 
in that kingdom. About the year 
1670 he came over into England ; 
and, being perfect master of the 
French and Italian languages, be 
translated three dramatic pieces 
from the originals of three emi- 
nent poets, viz. Tasso, Corneille, 
and Qqinault. The pieces are a^ 
follow : 

1. Amynta. Past. Svo. 166O. 

2. Nkomede. T.C. 4to. 1 67 1, 

3. Agrippa, King of Alba. Tt 
4to. 1675. 

Langbaine has given us this aa« 
thor's name Dances, aUtu Daun-* 
CY 3 but whence the doubt co|i<* 
cerning ins name arises we know 
not, unless from the irregularity 
- pf spelling which was given way to 
at the time when he wrote. 

Daniel, Samuel. This gen* 
tleman, who stands in high esti- 
mation ^niQpg the writers of the 
age he lived in, both as a poet 
and an historian, flourished 10 the 
reigns of Queen Elizabeth ai»d 
King James I. He was the soo of 
a music-mastpr, and bom ne^r 
Taunton in Somersetshire, in the 
year 15^2. At seventeen Y^3i^ of 
age he was admitted a coi^moner 
^ Magdalen Hall, Oxfiiud, at 
which place he continued for about 
the space of three yearsi,and4 during 
that t}fne, by the asgist^c^ pf ai^ 
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oq^celleBl tutor, and by <lint of have all positively declared that h« 

grSit assiduity and application on lived till near eighty years of age. 

his own side, made a very con- We can account for this only by 

siderable progress in all branches supposing that the two last have, 

of academical learning. Those without any examination, or even 

vhich were of a graver turn, how- reflection, copied the error of 

^ver, not so well suiting his ge- the first, who has, in- concur- 

nius, he applied himself princi- rence with the account given of 

pally to history and poetry, which him by Wood, absolutely fixed 

continued to be his favourites du- his birth in 1562, and his death in 

ring the remainder of his life. At 1619, at which time he could have 

the expiration of the above-men- been only fifty-seven, and yet, im>» 

tioned term he quitted the uni- mediately after, asserted that he 

versity, and came up to London, lived to fourscore years of age : . 

where his own merit, and the in- and even, after all, there is some 

terest of his brother-in-law, John difficulty remaining, as we find a 

Florio, the celebrated author of an corrected edition of his Cleopatra 

Italian Dictionary, recommended greatly altered, and also one of the 

himtotlie favour of Queen Anne, Vision of the Twelve Goddesses, 

King James Ist's consort, who was which is said to be published by 

pleased to confer on him the ho- the author from his own copy, in 

Dour of being first gentleman ex- justification of himself from a 

traordinary, and afterwards one of spurious edition before printed 

her grooms of the privy-chamber; without his knowledge j both of 

which being a post of very little which are dated in 1623. But as 

employment, the income of it en- tlie general edition of his works, 

abled him to rent a house at a in 1023, was published by his bro- 

sma)l distance from London, which ther, Mr. John Daniel, it is pos- 

had a very fine garden belonging sible these alterations may have 

^0 it, among the solitary amuse- been from MS. copies which he 

roents of which he is said to have had himself prepared for the press 

composed the most of his plays, before his death; since it is scarcely 

Towards the latter part of his life possible that Wood, who had seen 

^e quilted London entirely, and his monument, could have mis- 

J^etired, according to Dr. Fuller, to ta|^en the date inscribed upon it. 

a farm near Devizes, in Wilt- The above-named monument was 

shire ; biit Wood fixes the place of erected to his niemory by the Lady 

his retreat at Beckington, near Anne Clifford, afterwards Counte^is 

Philips Norton, in Somersetshire, of Dorset, to whom he had for- . 

where he commenced farmer J and, merly been tutor, and who was a 

3fter some years spent in a health- very great lover and encourager of 

W exercise of that employment, in learning and learned men. 

the service of the Muses, and in [Since the last edition of this 

'^ligious contemplation, he died in work was printed, it has been as- 

October 1619. certained that Wood's date is right ; • 

Wood has given us a copy of see CoHinson*s History of Somer-* 
his monumental inscription, in setshire, ipsge 201. Daniel's will, 
Beckington church, which affixes which is in the Prerogative Court 
^le above date to his death ; and of Canterbury, was made Sept. 4, 
yet Ungbajpe, Gildon> and Jacob, IQ19, and proved Feb. l^ \QM>: 

i44 
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in it, he left bis brother John sole 
executor, and appointed Simon 
Waterson (a celebrated printer), 
and John Philips (his brother-in- 
law), overseeVs of his will. He 
tiequeathed therein '' a bed and 
*' tne furniture thereof to his sis- 
'^ ter Susan Bowre, and such linen 
*' as he shall leave at his house at 
** judged —-Reg, Frerog. Court, 
Soane, 12.] • 

Hisdramatic pieces, which, how- 
ever, are not equal to some other 
of his poetical works, and still less 
no to his histories, which are yet 
held in Very high estimation, are 
the followinjs; six, viz. 

1. Cleopatra. T. ]2mo. 1594. 

2. Vision of theTwelve Goddesses, 
JM. 8vo. 1604) 4to. 1623. 

3. Philotas. T. 4to. 1605. 

4. Quee7i*s Arcadia. Past. T. C. 
4to. 1606. 

5. Tethys* Festival; or. The 
Queen's Wake. Int. 4to. l6lO. 

6. Hyrnen^s Triumph. Past. Tr.- 
Com. 4to. 1623. 

He succeeded Spenser as poet- 
laureat; in which honour he him- 
self was succeeded by the cele- 
brated Ben Jonson. Daniel, says 
Mr. Headley, though very rarely 
sublime, has skill in the pathetic, 
and his pages are disgraced with 
neither pedantry nor conceit. We 
find, both in his poeti*y and prose, 
such a legitimate and rational flow 
of language as approaches nearei^ 
the style of the 18th than the l6th 
century, and of which we may 
safely assert, that it will never be- 
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but liiade the effort, would have 
carried hitn much further* In 
thus escaping censure, be is noC 
always entitled to praise. FVom 
not endeavouring to be great, he 
sometimes misses of being respect- 
able. The constitution of his 
mind seems often to have failed 
him in the sultry and exhausting 
regions of the Muses ; for, though, 
generally neat^ easy, and perspi- 
cuous, be too. frequently grows, 
slack, languid, and enervated. Ih 
perusing his long historical poem,^ 
we grow sleepy at the dead ebb of', 
his narrative, notwithstanding be- 
ing occasionally relieved with some 
touches of the pathetic. Unfortu- 
nate in the choice of his subject^ 
he se'ems fearful of supplying it!^ 
defects by digressional embellish-' 
ment ; instead of fixing upon one^ 
of a more fanciful cast, which tb^- 
natural coolness of his judgment^: 
would necessarily have corrected,^ 
he has cooped himself up withiiu 
the limited and, narrow pale of dry — 
events ; instead of casting his eye^ 
. on the general history of huinart^ 
nature, and giving his genius a^ 
range over her im measurable fields^i 
he has confined himself to an ab — 
stract diary of fortune ; instead o^ 
presenting us with pictures of truthu" 
from the effects of the passions, 
he has versified the truth of action^., 
only; he has sufficipntly, there- 
fore, showif the historian, but by^ 
no means the poet. Daniel hasg 
often the softness of Rowe with- 
out his effeminacy. In his Com" 



come obsolete. He certainly was plaint of Cleopatra he has caught:: 

the Atticus of his day. It seems Ovid's manner very happily. A$^ 

to have hefen his error to have en- he has no obscurities either of styl» 

tertained too great a diffidence of or language, neither pedantry nor" 

his own abilities ; constantly con- affectation, all of which have con* 

tented with the sedate propriety of curred in banishing from use th» 

good sense, which he no sooner worki of his contemporaries, the 

attains than he seems to rest satis- oblivion he has met with is pecu- 

fied^ though his resotirces, had he liariy undeserved 5 he has shared 
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tbeii* hie, though innocent of their 
fiialts. 

B?nHeI enjoyed the fnendsbip 
and thepraises of the most eminent 
iQen of his age. Edmund Bolton 
and Grabriel Harvey, the former a 
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being noticed in this work she is 
indebted to the following drama : 

Edu-y and Eigiva. T. 1795. 
N.P. 

An anecdote is related respect- 
ing this Ldy's novel of Evelina^ 



professed critic, and the latter the which \> worth preserving. It was 
^iend of Spenser, and a promoter produced at a very early age, and 



of the literatoreof his country, both 
neotion Daniel with respect, as a 
polisher and purifier of the English 
langoage. W. Browne calls him 
** wdl-languag*d Daniel," book ii. 
song 2 ; and Spenser has left Da- 
niel's character. See Co&n Clout 's 
come Home agm, voL iv. p. 276^. 
Bngh. edit. 



without the knowledge of her fa- 
ther. The Doctor, from a dno 
conviction of the poison insensibly 
infused into young minds by aa 
indiscriminate perusal of the trash 
of our circulating libraries, had 
cautioned his daughter against an 
unlimited indulgence of such an in- 
clination ; but being one day at a 



The last edition of his works is friend's house, he was so much 
in 2 vols. 12mo. 171S; which^ prepossessed by the praises which 
liowever, does not include Tetkys' were conferred on this anonymous 



^estivfd, 

D*Ahblat,Frakces. This lady 
is the daughter of the elder Dr. 
Bumey, and is perhaps better 
known to the world by the name 
of Miss Bumey, imder which she 
produced two very celebrated no- 
vels; we mean^ Evelina^ in 1777; 
and Cecilia, in 1732. She was 



production, that he borrowed it 
for the purpose of recommending 
it to his daughter's perusal. 

Da HOT, James. This gentle- 
man was a native of the county of 
Gal way, in Ireland, and has obliged 
the public with two dramatic 
pieces, both of them performed at 
the Theatre Ro))^ in DuUin* 



married on the 2Sth of July 1793, Their respective titles are. 



at Mickleham, in Surrey, to Alex- 
ander D'Arblay, Esq. an emigrant 
French gentleman. Before her 
marri^tge she was for some time 
one ai the keepers of the robes to 



1. Love and ji million. T. Svo, 
1732. 

2. Orphan of Fenice. T. 1749. 
Dauboshe. See Dabosstk. 
D'AvENANT, Cbables, LL.D. 



Her Majesty ; which post, how- This gentleman was eldest sod of 

^ ever, ill health had obliged her to Sir William D'Avenant, the poet- 

J^gn. In 1793, she published laureat, whom we are just about to 

Brief Reflections relative to the Emi" mention. He was bom in the 

grant French Clergy, earnestly sul^ jt2J \656, and received the fint 

mittcd to the humane Contideratiom rudiments of letters at the gram- 

of the LaiBes of Great Britcdn, the mar-school of Cheame, in Sony. 

profits of which were to be appro- He gave very early proo6 of an 

priated to the relief of that re- active and sprighdy genius, and^ 

spectable and sofieriog class of beii^ sent to Olford to complete 

persons. In 1796, Mrs. D'Ajrblay his studies, became a ieilow-com- 

gave the [mblic a third novel o( mooer of Balid CoUegp io I671, 

great merit, but scarcely equal to but left the university without 

her former productioas in the same taking a degree. When he was 

way^ called CtadlUu But fer ber obHj nioeteeo jtza ol4i be pro- 
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6uced the single dramatic, piece he was no unactive metnber at a 
"which he gave the public. He^ period of great confusion and per- 
however, soon relinquished all at- plexity, hot even confinement^ and 
tention to poetry, for studies of a the prospect of death itself, were 
very different natnre. Applying insufficient to achate his ardour or 
himself to the civil law, he had the lessen his diligence in the cause of 
degree of doctor conferred on him his darling mistresses the Muses ; 
by the university of Cambridge, and for it is recorded of him, that when 
Sn the iifst parliament of King James he was prisoner in Cowes Castle, 
the Second represented the bo- and on a pretty near certainty (ac- 
iQugh of St. Ives, in Cornwall, cording to his own expression) of 
He was also about the same time oeing hanged within a week, he 
appointed inspector of plays and still pursued the composition of bis 
commissioner of excise, in which celebrated poem of Gondibert, and 
latter employment he continued even was master enough of his 
from 1(383 to iSsp, In 1698 he temper and abilities to write a let- 
was elected one of the representa- ter to his friend Hobbes, giving 
lives for the borough of Great some account of the progress he . 
Bedwin. Some time afterwards had made in it, and offering some 
be had the post of inspector-gene- criticisms on the nature of that 
jral of the exports and imports of kind of poetry. But to proceed 
the customs bestowed upon him ; more regularly in his history, 
and he died in possession of this Our author was a younger son 
employment, Nov. 6. 1714, He was of Mr. John D'Avcnant, who was 
a voluminous and excellent writer a citizen of Oxford, being a very 
en the subjects of politics and re- substantial vintner, and keeping 4 
venue during the reigns of King large tavern, afterwards known by 
William and Queen Anne\ Most the name of the Crown, in that 
of his works in this way were col- city 5 where he moreover, in 3 621, 
lected by Sir Charles Whitworth, attained to the honour of being 
in five volumes 8vo. He wrote elected piayor. This son was bom 
one drama, called at Oxford in Feb. l605, and very 
Circe, Trag. 4to. 1 677. early in life gave tokens of a lively 
Davenant, Sir William. To and promising genius. He re- 
this gentleman, of whose variegated ceived the rudiments of gramma- 
life we are now about to relate the tical learning from Mr. Edward 
circumstances, the English stage Sylvester, who kept a school in the 
perhaps stands more deeply in- parish of All-Saints, Oxford} and, 
debted than to any other writer of in the year 1621, being that of his 
this nation, with respect to the re- father's mayoralty, he was entered 
finement of poetry, and his zealous a member of Lincoln College, in 
application to the promoting and that university, in order to corn- 
contributing towards those rational plete his academical studies under 
pleasures, which are fittest for the Mr. Daniel Hough. Here, how-i 
entertainment ofa civilized people: ever, hQ took no degree, nor, ac- 
and the greater should his merit cording to Wood's opinion, mad* 
be esteemed in this particular, since any long residence 5 that writer ab- 
not only the important aftairs of solutely informing us, at the sam# 
the state, whose necessities de- time that he acHnowledges th^ 
ipapded his assistance, and of which ^tr^ngth of his ^eniusj and %\^\\ 
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r; distinguishes bim by, tbe title of 
h •' The sweet Swan of Isis," that 
^ be was nevertheless considerably 
I deficient in university learning. » 
3 On his quitting the university, 
B he t)ecan)e one in^he retinue of 
li the magnificently-disposed Frances, 
I Dutchess of Richmond, out of 
J. whose family he removed into 
7i that of tbe celebrated Sir Fulk 
i Greville, Lord- Brook, whose his- 
I tory we have recorded in its pro- 
c per place. But after the unhappy 
ti death of that nobleman in 1628, 
^i being now left without a patron, 
ji although not in distressed circum- 
y_ stanees, it is probable that views 
^i of profit as well as amusement 
^ might induce i^im to an exertion of 
I bis genius 5 as he in the ensuing 
]g year produced his first play, called 
^Ihovine, Kijig of the Lomlards, 
I which met with great success. 
I For the eight succeeding years 
f he passed his tiipe in the service 
of the Muses> and a constant at- 
tendance at court, where he was 
very much caressed by all the 
great wits j among whom we find 
him in the closest intimacy with 
the Earl of Dorset, Lord Treasurer 
Weston, and the accomplished En- 
dyniioh Porter, Esq. In conse- 
quence of this extensive, personal 
interest, and the peculiar patron- 
age of the Queen, he was, in the 
year 163/, promoted to the laurel, 
-which was vacant by the death of 
Ben Jonson, and for which Tho- 
mas May stood as his competitor. 
In the life of that poet, the reader 
will find related the resentment he 
showed on the loss of this election j 
and it will equally appear, in the 
course of this gentleman's history, 
with what ardent gratitude, and 
unshakej) ;^eal for the cause of the 
royal family, h^ repaid this mark 
pf their esteem fo^ him : for as 
foQxx 9$ eyer tjie civil w?u: brpfce 



out, he demonstrated his loyalty 16 
the King, not only in word, but 
actions. 

, In May 1641, he was accused 
by the parliament of being con* 
cerned in a design for seducing 
the army from their adherence to 
the parliamentary authority; and 
a proclamation being issued for 
the apprehending him and others 
engaged in that design, he was 
stopped at Feversham, sent up to 
London, and put under the ciW" 
tody of the seijeant at arms. From 
hence, in the month of July fol- 
lowing, he was bailed, and sooo 
after found it necessary for him to 
withdraw to France. In this at- 
tempt to fly, however, he was not 
much more successful than in thm 
former, reaching no further than 
Canterbury befoi^ he was again 
seized by the mayor of that city, 
and obliged to undergo a very 
strict examination. Whether he 
was put into confinenoent on this 
occasion, or suffered to proceed 
on his journey, is a ^int that his 
biographers have not rendered ex- 
tremely claiir 3 but it is pretty evi- 
dent that the delay arising from it 
was not a very long one 3 as we 
find that he did at length join the 
. Queen in France, where he stayed 
for some time, till, accompanying^ 
a parcel of military stores which 
that Princess sent over for the use 
of the Earl of Newcastle, he was 
entertained by his Lordship, who 
had been his old friend and patron, 
in the station of lieutenant-general 
of the ordnance. 

In his military capacity he ap- 
pears to have behaved well ; for, at 
the siege of Gloucester, in Sept. 
1643, he received the honour of 
knighthood from the King, as an 
acknowledgment of his bravery 
and signal services : but, on the 
(Jeclining of the Kin§> ^fiiii^^ m 
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iSu* as tb be beyond retriisval. Sir 
William once more retired to 
France, where he changed his re- 
ligion for that of the church of 
Borne, and remained for a consi- 
derable time with the Qneen and 
Prince of Wales, By them he was' 
lield in high esteem, and appears 
to have b^n entrusted with soiue 
important negotiations in t646, 
and particularly employed by the 
Queen in an attempt, though an 
unsuccessful one, to prevail on 
King Charles I. to comply with 
some temporizing steps which she 
considered as necessary to his in- 
terests. 

In 1650, an ingenious project 
baving been formed for sending a 
select number of artiEcers (parti- 
cularly weavers) from France to 
Virginia, for the improvement of 
that colony, our author, encou- 
raged to it by the Queen-mother, 
undertook the conduct of this ex- 
pedition, and absolutely embarked 
m the prosecution of it from one 
of the ports of Normandy. But 
fortune not being incliri^ to fa- 
vour him, the vessel had scarcely 
got clear of the French coast, be*- 
fore she fell in with, and was taken 
by, a ship of war belonging to the 
parliament, who carried her into 
the Isle of Wight. 

Sir William D'Avenant, on this 
^casion, was confined for some 
time close prisoner to Cowes Cas- 
tle, and in the ensuing year was 
sent up to the Tower of London, 
In order to take his trial before 
the High Court of Justice. 

During his codfinement, his life 
was for a long time kept in the 
utmost suspense and danger; yet, 
what is very remarkable, it had so 
little efl-ect on his natural vivacity 
and easiness of disposition, that he 
still with great assiduity pursued 
his poem of Gondibertj twc^ books 



of which he had written while h 
France. By what means he es- 
caped this impending storm iif not 
absolutely apparent. Some bare 
attributed it to the interposition of 
two aldermen of York, to whom 
he had shown some peculiar civi-* 
lities when they had been t^ltea 
prisoners in the north by the £ari 
of Newcastle's forces 5 and others 
ascribe his safety to the mediation 
of tl>e great Mikon. Though the 
former of these particulars may 
have some foundation, and might 
be a concurrent circumstapc^ io 
his preservation, yet we cannot 
help thinking the latter most likely 
to have been the principal instru- 
ment in it ', as the immortal 'bard 
was a man whose interest was most 
potent at that time; and it is rea* 
sonable to imagine a sympathetic 
regard for a person of Sir WiJ*- 
Ham's poetical abilities must plead 
strongly in his favour in so hu- 
mane a breast as, that of Mtlton; 
and point out to him that true 
genius ought to be considered of 
no party, but as claiming the pro^ 
tection of all : and what seems to 
confirm this is, that we find, ten 
years afterwards, when the latter 
was exactly in the same predica^ 
ment, he stood indebted for the 
same protection to Sir William ; to 
whom, therefore, mankind ought 
to consider themselves as undier 
double obligations, since, but fcr 
his intercession for the life of Mil- 
ton, the world would never have 
been enriched with the noblest 
poem it can boast. 

Be this, however, as it may, he 
was at length admitted to his li- 
berty as a prisoner at large ; yet 
his circumstances being now con- 
siderably reduced, he made a bold 
efbrt towards at opce redressing 
them,^ and redeeming the ptiblie 
froi^ tha^ cynical and austere glooa^ 
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which had long hung over it, oc« 
casioned by the suppression of thea- 
trical amusements. He well knew 
that a theatre, if conducted with 
skill and address^ would sti)! find a 
suifictent number of partisans to 
support it} and having obtained 
the countenance of LordWhitlocke, 
Sir John Maynard, and other per- 
sons of rank, who were in rea- 
lity no friends to the cant and hy- 
pocrisy which then so strongly pre- 
vailed, he got permission to open 
a sort of theatre, at Rutland House, 
in Charter House Yard, where he 
began with a representation, which 
he called an Opera, but which was 
in reality quite a different thing. 

This meeting with encouragement, 
he still proceeded, till at length, 

Rowing bolder by success, he 
^yvrote, and caused to be acted, se- 
veral regular pl^ys, which, by the 
great profits arising from them, 
pfrfe^tif answered the more im- 
portant part of his design, that of 
amending his fortunes. Imme- 
diately after the restoration of 
King Charles II. however, which 
brought with it that of the British 
stage in a state of unrestrained 
liberty. Sir William D*Avenant 
obtained a patent for the represent- 
ation pf dramatic pieces, under the 
tide of the Duke*s Theatre, in L'm- 
coln^s Inn Fields. The first open- 
ir^ of this theatre was with a new 
play of his own, entitled The Siege 
of Rhodes, ia which he introduced 
a great variety of fine scenes and 
beautiful machinery. And here 
it is necessary to observe, that Sir 
William D*Avenant was the first 

. person to whom the English stage 
is. indebted for those decorations } 
of which be brought over the idea 
fiptn the theatres in France, his 
long residence in which country 
had greatly improved his taste, 

> ai^ induced him ta endeavoor at 



a greater regularity in the coodudtf 
and a greater correctness in the 
language, of his pieced, than the 
inanner of the dramatic writen 
of hi^ own country had hitherto 
attained. Nor could he, among 
other improvements, omit those of 
decoration and scenery, so neces* 
sary for heightening the deception, 
on which so great a part of our 
'pleasure in this kind of entertain- 
ments constantly depends, in which 
we now even greatly exceed our 
neighbours, but in which at that 
time the English stage was so bar- * 
barously deficient; for although 
it is true^ that in the reign of King 
Charles I. we read of many dra- 
matic entertainments, which were 
accompanied with very rich sce- 
nery, curious machines, and other 
ele^nt embellishments, and the 
major part of them even con- 
ducted by that great architect, Inigo 
Jones; yet these were employed 
only in the masques and plays 
represented at court, aiid were 
much too expensive for the little 
theatres in which plays were then 
acted for hire.' These theatres 
were so numerous, there being ge- 
nerally six or seven open at once 
(we are told, that there were 
at one time no less than seventeen 
playhouses subsisting in London, 
small as it then was in comparison 
to its present extent), andthepriceg 
so extremely low, that they could 
afford no farther decorations to 
assbt the actor's performance, or 
elevate the spectator's imagination, 
than bare walls, coarsely matted, 
or, at the best, covered with tapes- 
try, and nothing more than a blan- 
ket, or a piece of coarse cloth, by 
way of a curtain ; in this situation 
were they in Shakspeare's time, 
who, in some of his choruses, 
aeems to have had an apparent re- 
ference to it ; and not* much bet- 
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l6r does it appear to have been at abl^ disfigured^ and became tiMil 

taiy period before the Restoration^ subject of much wit among his 

at which time taste and luxury^ contemporary poets. Sir John 

genius and gallantry^ elegance and Suckling in particular^ though his 

Scentiousness^ seem to have made friend^ could not avoid touching 

a mingled entry into these king- on it^ in his Session of the Poets, 

doms« under the auspices of a in which he has the following 

witty and wicked, a merry and lines: 

mischievous, monarch. But to wiU D'Av^n^t, asham'd of a foolish 
quit this digression. mischaAce, 

Sh: William D'Avenant COOti- That he had got htely travelling in 

nued at the head of his company > ^ F'^J^^V. , 

(which was afterwards removed to ^^'^'J^^^^P ^ ^^* handsomeness of. 

a still larger and more magnificent Might any deformity about him excuse. 

theatre built in Dorset Gardens), * * 

till the time of his death, which * 

happened on the 17th of April Surely the company would have been 

1668, in the 64th year of his age 5 Tf^w^^u^i' r a 

J . . J ^ ^/? J L *» '"^y could have found any precedent ; 

and in two days afterwards he was But in all their records, in verse or in 
Interred m Westminster Abbey, prose, 

very near his rival for the laurel. There was not one laurtat toitkout a 
Thos. May ; leaving his son. Dr. ^^'^- 

Charles D'Avenaut, mentioned in An anecdote, in |)rose, on Sir 

the last article, his successor in tlie William's want of nose, may here 

management of the theatre. On be not inaptly introduced, from 

his grave-stone is inscribed> in the works of the ingenious Mr, 

imitation of Ben Jonson's short Joseph Miller: "Sir William, 

epitaph, the following words, " going along the Mews, was fol- 

O rare Sir William Davenant! " lowed by a beggar-woman, who 

Thus, after passing through " often repeating that she besought 

many storms of difficulty and ad- '* God to preserve his eye-sight j 

versity, he at length sipent the '^ at last he turned about, and 

evening of his days in ease and ''asked her why she prayed so 

serenity. While living he had the *' heartily for his eye-sight 5 for 

happiness of being universally be- '' he was not purblipd as yet. 

loved, and at his death was as uni- '^ No, Sir, said she ; but if ever 

versally lamented. *' you should, you have no place ta 

As a man, his character appears ** hang your spectacles on.** 
to have been, in every respect, per- We have also heard, that SirWil- 
fectly amiable j honour, courage, liam walking one day by Temple 
gratitude, integrity, genius, and Bar, a fishmonger's boy, in water- 
vivacity, having apparently been ing his fish upon the stall, be« 
the predominant features of his sprinkled the laureat, who, snuf- 
mind ; and all the historians seem fiing, loudly complained of the 
to allow, that he was possessed of abuse. The master begged the 
an agreeable person and handsome knight's pardon, and was for cbas-* 
face ; till, in consequence of some tising his servant. " It is very hard 
amorous daUiances, whereby his " (said the boy) that I must he 
nose had greatly sufifered, the sym- " corrected for my cleanliness : the 
Hietry of the latter was consider^ " gentleman hkw his nose upon my 
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**Jisht and 1 was washing it off-, chastity and amiable purity of.fals 
'* t}uit *s all,** — ^The jest is said to morals ; we cannot think, that thd 
have pleased Sir William so well, casting a stain on the virtue of a 
that he gave the boy a piece of lady of reputation, and fixing a 
money for his ingenuity. blot on the moral conduct of so 
Aithough it is far from' our in- valuable a man, are sufficiently au- 
clination to propagate slander, or thorized by the mere suggestions 
add to the perpetuating of any tale of fancy, or the inclination of 
of private calumny, yet we might, tracing out a bastard pedigree in 
as biographers^ be thought guilty the poetical line, for a writer^ 
of an omission, should we not take whose own merit is sufficient to 
iK>tice in this place, that, in con- ensure him the remembrance of 
sequence of the extraordinary ages yet to come. 
l)eauty of Mrs. D*Avenant, our As a poet. Sir William's rank 
author's mother, and the frequency seems as yet undetermined. His 
of the visits of Shakspeare, who, celebrated epic of Gondibert was 
in the course of his jouraies into rendered at the same time the sub- 
Oxfordshire, used most generally ject of the highest commendation 
to reside at the house of her hus- and the severest criticism ; though 
band, who, as we have before ob- vsre must confess, that envy appears 
served, kept an inn in the city of to us to have had a much greater 
Oxford ; there have not been share in 'the latter than justice; 
wanting those who have conjee- for, though the story of it may not 
tured Sir William D*Avenant to perhaps be so interesting (and that 
have been not only tlie poetical, too in great measure from its not 
but even the natural, son of that being so well known) as those of 
inimitable bard ; and, as a fur- the Iliad and jEneid, and that the 
ther corroboration of the surmise, fetters of rhyme, and still more so 
would insinuate a resemblance of those of stanza poetry, lay it undeu 
feature, and urge the vivacity of very great restraint j yet it must be 
Sir William's natural disposition, acknowledged, even by its strong- 
which was diametrically opposite est opponents, that there runs 
to the gloomy saturnine complex- through the whole of it a subli- 
ion of Mr. D*Avenant, his sup-^ mity in the sentiments, a noble- 
posed and legal parent. Were the ness in the manners, a purity in 
feet certain, how greatly would the diction, and a luxuriancy in 
this author appear the favourite of the conceptions, that would hava 
the Muses, lirst to receive his done honour to any writer of any 
existence, and afterwards to owe age or country whatsoever. But 
the continuance of it, to the two to cease any further eulogium on 
most exalted geniuses that ever this poem, as no testimony of his 
lived! but, as the circumstances, poetical merits can be considered 
oh which the supposition is found- more valid than that of Mr. Dry- 
ed, are by no means such as are den> who was not only his con* 
adequate to a proof 5 as gallantry, temporary, but even wrote in con- 
and more especially adultery, were junction with him, and as nothing 
far from the reigning or fashion- can be stronger or more ample 
able vices of that age ; and more- than the commendation that gen- 
over, as Shakspeare more particu- tleman has given him, we shall 
larly seems remarkable for the frith bis words close the present 
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account of Sir William D'Avenant 1 0. Unfortunate Lovers, T. 4to» 

aiid bis abilities. 1643. 

" I found him (says that author, 1 1 . Love and Honour. T, C. 4to. 

'* in his preface to T/ie TempestJ I649. 

^' of so quick a fancy, that nothing 12. Entertainment at Autland 

*' was proposed to him on which House. 4 to. l66t). 
** he could not suddenly produce 13. The Siege of Rhodes. P. 4to. 

** a thought extremely pleasant 1656; 1659. 
*' and surprising ; and those first 14. The Cruelty of the Sfycmiank 

^' thoughts of his, contrary to the in Peru. 4to. 1658. 
" old Latin proverb, were not al- 15. The History of Sir Francis 

*' ways the least happy 5 and as Drake, E. 4to. I659. 
*' his fancy was quick, so likewise I6. Siege of Rhodes. Piajj' two 

*' were the products of it remote Parts. 4to. 1663. 
*' and new. He borrowed not of 17. Rivals. T. C. 4 to. I668. 
'^ any other; and his imaginations IS. Man 's the Master. . C. 4ta 

" were such, as could not easily 1669. 

'^ enter into any other man. His 19. Fair Favorite. T, C fo. 

\* corrections were sober and judi- 1673. 

" cious, and he corrected his own 20. Law against Lm>ers. T. C. 

*' writings much more severely fo. 1673. 

'^ than those of anotlierraanj be- 21. News from Plymouth. G. 

*' stowing twice the time and la- fo. I673. 

*' bour in polishing which he used 22. Playhouse to be let. C. fo» 

** in invention.** I673. 

Sir William D'Avenant*s dra- 23. Siege. T. C. fo. 1673. 
maticworks are numerous, but not 24, Distresses. T. C. fo. 167^ 
one of them is at present on the 25. Macbeth. T. 4to. 1^73. 
list of acting plays; yet there are He joined with Drydeu in al- 

certainly those among them which taring The Tempest and Julius 

much better deserve that honour, Ccesar ; and in the Stationers' 

than many pieces that havebeen book, 1st Jan. 1629, is entered d 

frequently and successfully repre- play, written by him, called 
sen ted. The titles of them all may The ColonelL N. P. 
be seen in the following list : Davenport^ Robert. Of thi» 

1. Alhovine, Kvig of the Lorn- author no circumstances are comd^ 

lards. T. 4to. l62p. down to the present times. He 

. 2. Cruel Brother. T. 4io. l6S0. wrote several plays, three of which 

3. Just Italian. T.C. 4to. l630. only are printed, called, 

4. Temple of Love. M. 4to. 1. A New Trick to cheat the 
1634. Devil. C. 4to. 1639. 

5. Triumphs of the Prince D' A- 2. King John and Matilda. T*, 
mour.M. 4to. l635. 4to. 1655. 

6. Platonic Lovers. Trag.'Com. 3. The City Night Cap; or, 
4 to. 1636. Crede quod hales, et habes. T. C, 

7. mts. C. 4to. 1636. D.C. 4to. 1661. D. C. 

8. Britannia Triumphans. M. He was also the autkor of that 
4to. 1637. following: 

9. Salmadda SpoliU. M. 4to. 4. The Pedler. C. l630. N.Pt 
^39. . 5. The Pirate. ?• N. P. 
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6. The Fatal Brothers, T. U Better late than never, C« 

7. The Politic Queen ', ox,Mur- 8vo. 1786. 

ther unit out, 10(50. N, P. 2. Generous Counterfeit. C. 8v0* 

8. T%^ Wbvian's mistaken. See 1786. 

Art. Dkue. 3. Man of Honour. C. 8vo. 

p. Henry L and Henry IL 1786. 

It does oot appear whether tjiese 4. The Mode, C. 8vo. 1786, 
are one or two plays. In tjie 5. News the Malady. C. 8vo. 

book of the Stationers' Company, 1786. 

they are said to be written by Written for a private theatre^ and 

Shakspeare and Davenport. Henry published together in one volume. 
1- was in the possession of Mr. Dauncy. See Dancer. 
AVarburton, Somerset Herald. Davey, Samuel. This author 

Davenport is also conjectured to was born in Ireland -, and, in that 

Lave written, . kingdom, brought the following 

10. A Fool and her Maidenhead pieces on the stage, viz. 
soon parted. P. N. P. 1. The Treacherous Husband, 

Davidson, Rev. Anthony, T. 8vo. 1737- 
A.M. is a native of Kelton, in 2. IVhittington and his Cat. Op. 

Galloway, Scotland, was educated 1 739* 

at Edinburgh, and conducted a very Both on the same evening, 13th 

respectable academy, for tweiity- December 1739, at Dublin^ for 

two years, at Lymington, in his own benefit. 
Hampshire, where he wrote the Davy, Charles, M. A. Thi» 

following dramatic pieces : gentleman was rector of One- 

1. The Fair Hibernian. T. house, in Suffolk, and of Top- 

2. The Shepherd of Snowden, croft, in Norfolk; and, in 1787^ 
M, E. ' published in two ^ volumes 8vo. ' 

3. Maria. C. O. (printed at Bury St. Edmund's), 

4. A Voyage to Nootka. C. O.' Letters upon Subjects qf Literature, 

5. Datamis. T. &c. 5 in the first volume of which 

6. The Sailor*s Return. C. O. are two pieces, written in 17^* 

7. St» Kilda. F. which justify our introduction of 
Whether any of these have been his name into this work, viz. 

printed, we know not. Mr. Da- 1. Balaam, Oratorio, 

vidson has published The Seasons, . 2. Ruth. Oratorio, 
in the Scottish dialect, in imita- In the preface to his Letters, 

tion of Thomsop*s j a Sentimental &c. Mr. Davy says, " Most of 

Journey^ in imitation of Sterne's : *' these little essays were written 

also Sermons in blank Verse. Ow- ^* many years ago ; they have 

ing to ill health, and some domes- *' been collected from detached 

tic afflictions, he resigned his *' papers, and revised for publica- 

school ^ Lymington in December *^ tion, as a relief to the author'0 

1805, with the curacy of Milton, '^ mind during a confinement now 

'which he had held many years, and '^ of more than eighteen months 

retired to Damerham, in Wilts, *' continuance. 
to spend the remainder of his days. *' It seemed good to the Supreme 

Davies, William. A gentle- " Disposer of all things, to reduce 

man of this name is author of the '^ him in a moment, by an apo«« 

following dramatic pieces ; ** plectic stroke^ from the most 

• VOL, I. w 
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*' perfect state of health and cheer- 
** fulness, amidst his friends^ to a 
*/ paralytic permanent debility j a 
" debility which hath not only 
*^ fixed him to his chair, but 
" brought on spasms so exquisite- 
** ly painful, and frequently so 
*' unremitted, as scarcely to allow 
^' a single hour's repose to him for 
*^ many days and nights together. 
'' Under the pressure of these af- 
*' fiiction^, God hath graciously 
^* been pleased to continue to him 
*' his accustomed flow of spirits, 
*' and to preserve his memory and 
*' his understanding in some de- 
'' gree of vigour. These alleviat- 
'' ing blessings have enabled him 
*' to borrow pleasure from past 
*' times, in support of the present) 
*' to call back the delightful and 
^* instructing conversations he en- 
*' joyed in a society of worthy and 
'^ ingenious friends, and to resume 
*' those studies and amusements 
f* which rendered the former part 
" of his life happy." 

This gentleman was also the 
author of Conjectural Ohservu" 
tions on the Oripn and Progress 
of alphabetic Writing, 8vo. 1772; 
and translated from the French, 
jointly with F. Davy (probably his 
brother). Relation of a Journey to 
the Gliders, in ihe Dutchy of Sa- 
voy, By Monsieur Bourrit. 8vo. 
1775. His writings in general 
evince a sound understanding, a 
correct taste, and a benevolent 
heart. Mr. Davy died April 8, 
"^797 > ill his 75th year. 

Davys, Mary. This female 
author, born in Ireland, was mar- 
ried to a clergyman, whom she sur- 
vived ; and after his death kept a 
coffee-house at Cambridge, where 
she died. She was a correspondent 
of Dean Swift j and thirty-six let- 
ters from him to her and her hus- 
band were^ a few years ago^ in the 



hands of Dr. Ewen, oC Cambridge. 
She wrote two dramatic pieces, 
both in the comic walk, entitled, 

1. The Northern Heiress, C. 
12mo. 17165 8vo. 1725. 

2. Self Rival, C. 8vo. 1725. 
Besides these, she wrote some no- 
vels, poems, and familiar letters, 
which, together with the above, 
are published in 2 vols. 8vo. 1725, 
under the title of The fFoiks of 
Airs. Davys, 

Day, John. This author, by 
the date of his works, must have 
flourished in the reigns of King 
James I. and King Charles I. and 
wrote the following dramatis 
pieces : 

1 . The Bristol Tragedy. l6Q2. 
N. P. 

2. Isle of Gulls, C. 4to. I606. 
2, Travels of Three English Bro- 
thers, Historical Play. 4to. l607« 

The author was assisted in this 
by William Rowley and George 
Wilkins. ' 

4. Humour out of Breath. C. 
4to. 16O8. . . 

5. Law Tricks, C. 4to. I6O8. 

6. Come see a Wonder, P. 1623. 
N. P. 

7. Parliament of Bees, Masque^ 
4to. 1641. 

8. Blind Beggar of Bethnai 
Green, C. 4to. I659. 

He also joined with Dekker in.a 
play, not printed, called 

Guy of Warwicke, I619. 
and with Marloe in 

The Maiden's Holy day, ^ 1654* 

The precise time of his birth 
and death, however, are not 
known j nor are any farther par- 
ticulars recorded concerning him, 
except that he had connexion with 
some of his contemporary poets of 
note, and had been a student io 
Caius College, Cambridge. 

If, however, we may believe 
the following punning lines, writ- 
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gentletnan of Lincoln*s 
his running away and 

is landlord^ he was of ra- 

t principle : 

;ht and Day conspire a secret 
ht; 

, *t is said, is gone away by 
tit. 

is past ; but, landlord, there's 
r rent ? 

;ht have seen, that Day was 
ost spent. 

, at Icn^ put off whate'er 
night, 

it was ne'er so dark. Day 
dd be light.'* 

\v. Miss. SeeKEMBLB, 

;a, Thomas, was a wri- 
reign of King James I. 
\g a contemporary with 
on^ became more emi- 
laving a quarrel with that 
:, than he would perhaps 
have done from the me- 
own works. What the 
iccasion of their contest 
know not y bat Jonson^ 
inly coald never *' bear 
lear the throne," has, in 
ter, the Dundad of that 
nong many other poets 
has satirized^ been pe- 
vere on Dekker^ whom 
haracterized under the 
^rispinus. This compli- 
ker has amply repaid In 
masHx', or. The Untruss* 
norous Poet -, in which, 
title of Young Horace, 
de Ben the hero of his 
s great wits, and espe- 
e' of the satirical kind^ 
'g have numerous ene- 
des the general fondness 
; have for seeing men of 
»use each other, this play 
nely followed; and, as it 
» have been one (^ our 
St pieces^ it probably laid 



D£ K 



the foundation of his fame lis i 
writer. Although, as we have be* 
fore observed, Dekker was but a 
middling poet, yet he did not want 
his admirers, even among the poets 
of his time; some of whom thought 
themselves not disgraced by writ- 
ing in conjunction with him ; 
Webster having a hand in three of 
his plays, and Rowley and Forde 
joining with him in another. 
Richard Brorae in particular used 
always to call him father; which I9 
somewhat the more extraordinary^ 
considering the opposition subsist- 
ing between him and Jonson, as 
Brome had been servant to, and 
was a • particular favourite with^ 
the laureat. Mr. Theo. Cibb^ ob- 
serves, on this occasion, that it is 
the misfortune of little wits, that 
their admirers are as inconsiderable 
as themselves, and that Brome*s 
applauses confer no great honour 
on those who enjoy them. Yet, we 
think, in this censure he has been 
somewhat too severe on both; for 
Br6me*s merit was certainly not in- 
considerable, since it could force 
admiration and even public praise 
from the envious Ben himself. 
And although Langbaine, who 
writes with partiality to Ben Jon- 
son, has given the preference in so 
superlative a degree to those plays 
in which our author was united 
with others, against those which 
were entirely his own, yet we can- 
not help thinking that in his Honest 
Whore, and the comedy of Old 
Fortunatus, both which are allow- 
ed to be solely his, there are beau- 
ties, both as to character, plot, and 
language, equal to the abilities of 
any of those authors that he was 
ever assisted by, and indeed in the 
former equal to any dramatic wri- 
ter (Shakspeare excepted) that this 
island has produced. 
N 2 
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The dramatic pieces he was 
concerned In may be seen in the 
ensuing catalogue : 
4 #£«.H^. OldFortuhatus, C.4to. 1600. 
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U^..x>-t^^^^?r- Satiro*masiix, 4to. l602. 

V ^3. 1 Honest J^ort?. C. First Part, 
'-^^U^ 4.j4to. 1604. D.C. Second 
/i'art, 4to. 1630. D. C. 

5- Westward Hoe, C. Assisted 
^^»-<by Webster. 4to. 16O7.. 

6, Northward Hoe. C. Assisted 
by Webster. 4to. 1607. 

7- Wyat*s History, Assisted by 
Webster. 4to. 1607. 

8. PFhore of Bahylon. History. 
4to. 1607. 
.9. The Roaring Girl. C. 4to. 
!^^^.ti^ 1611. In conjunction with Mid- 
A dleton. 

10.* if it he not Good, the Divel 
is in it. P. 4to. I6l3. . 

11. Match me in London* T. C. 
4to. 1631. 
U HU^f^y'^' Wonder of a Kingdom, C. 
[j #to. 1636. 

He wrote other pieces, not pub- 
lished, viz. 
. 1. Phaeton. P. 1597, 

2. Orestes* Furies. P. 1598. 

3. The Triplicity of Cuckolds. 
P. 1598. 

4. Bear a Brain. Play. 1599. 

5. The Gentle Craft. P. I599. 
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In the book of the Stationers* 
Company, l631 and l633, this 
play is asserted to be written by 
Dekker. To the printed copy thi 
initials S. R. are prefixed, which 
subsequent catalogues have ex- 
plained to mean Samuel Rowley. 
He also assisted in the compo- 
sition of, 

14. The Witch of Edmonton. T. 
C. 4to. 1658. ' 

Phillips and Winstanley have 
ascribed four other plays to this 
author, in conjunction with Web- 
ster, viz. 

, New Trick to cheat the Devil, C. 
Noble Stranger, C. 
Weakest goeth to the JVaU. T.C. 
Woman mill have her Will. C. 
In this, however, they are mis- 
taken. The Nolle Stranger having 
been writtwi by Lewis Sharpe j 
The New Trick to cheat the Devils 
by Davenport J and the other two 
by anonymous authors^ 

Dekker was likewise author of 
the Pageants of l603 and I6l2. 
See Vol. III. Art. Pageants. 

The precise time of this author's 
birth and death are not recorded) 
y^et he could not have died youngs 
as the first play we find of his 
writing was published in IGOO^ 



6. Truth* s Supplication to. Can- -and the latest date we meet with 



die-light. P. 1599.^ 

7. Christmas comes hut once a 
Year. l602. 

8. A Medicine for a curst Wife. 
P., 1602. 

9. Guy of Warwicke. 1619. 



to any other is 1636, except The 
Sun* s Darling, in which he assist- 
ed Forde, and which Langbaii^e 
observes was not published till after 
the death of its authors. 
Delap, Johk, D. D. -was of 



Written in conjunction with John Magdalen College, Cambridge, 

Day. . where he took the degrees of B. A. 

10. The Jew of Venice. 1746, M.A. 1750, and S. T. P. 

11. Gustavus King of Sweth-r IJ62. He has a living in Sussex ; 
land. and, besides An Elegy on the late 

12. The Tale of Joconda and Duke of Rutland, and other Foems, 
Astolfo, is the author of. 

The two last were once in the 1. Hecuba. T. 8vo. 1762. 

possession of Mr. Warburton. 2. The Royal Suppliants. T. 

13. The Spanish Sofuldier, T. 8vo. 1781^ 
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he Captives. T. 8vo. 1786. 
unilda, T.. 8vo. 1803. 
he Usurper. T. 8vo. 1803. 
^aiilda, T. 8vo. J 803. 
bdalla, T. 8vo. 1803. 
las also published a Concio 
tT/ij preacbed at Cambridge. 
LMAYNB9 Thomas, wrote 
*je, called 

and Honour. D. P. taken 
irgil, in 7 Cantos. 12mo. 

., Henry. TJiis person 
bookseller^ first in Tower 
and afterwards in Holborn, 
he died very poor. He 
itempted to perform the 
Mrs. Termagant at Covent 
Theatre, but without suc- 
ie wrote and altered the 
ig pieces : 

he Spouter 5 or. The Double 
•. C. F. 8vo. 1756. 
Minorca. T. 8vo. 1756. 
he Mirrour. C. 8vo. 1757. 
le Frenchified Lady never 
?. Com. 8vo. 1757. 
iAM> Sir John. This ele^ 
riter was the only son of 
1 Denhara, knight, of Liltie 
, who wasi at the time of 
lor's birth, which happened 
, lord chief baron of the 
uer in Ireland, and one of 
s justices of that kingdom : 
equence of which our au- 
s born in Dublin, but was 

over from thence at two 
d, on the promotion of his 
o the rank of a baron of 
hequer in England, 
rammatical learning he re- 
n London ; and in Michael- 
srm, 1^31, was removed 
ence to Oxford, where he 
jreda gentleman commoner 
lity College J but, instead 
/ing any early dawnings of 
lius which afterwards shone 

bim, he appeared • a slow 
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dreaming young man, and ona 
whose darling passion was gaming. 
Here he continued for three years J 
when having passed his examina- 
tfons, and taken a degree as 
Bachelor of Arts, he came to 
London, and entered himself at 
Lincoln's Inn, where he applied 
pretty closely to the study of the 
law. Yet his darling vice was still 
predominant ; and he frequently 
found himself stripped to his last 
shilling 5 by which he so greatly 
displeased his father, lliat he was 
obliged, in appearance at least, to 
reform, for fear of being absolutely 
abandoned by him. On his death, 
however, being no longer restrain- 
ed by parental authority, he again 
gave way to it, and, being a dupe 
to sharpers, soon squandered away 
several thousand pounds. 

In the latter end of 1641, how« 
ever, to the astonishment of evfery 
one, his genius broke forth in a 
full blaze of meridian brightness, 
in that justly celebrated and ad- 
mired tragedy The Sophy, and soon 
after shone out again in his poem 
of Cooper's Hill, In the same 
year he was pricked for high sheriff 
for the county of Surrey, and made 
governor of Farnham Castle, for 
the King. But being possessed of 
no great share of military know- 
ledge, he presently quitted that 
post, and retired to 'His Majesty 
at Oxford. 

. And now the grand rebellion 
having broken out in its full force, 
he showed the warmest attachment 
to the royal family, and in the 
course of their unhappy affairs 
became' of signal service to them. 
In the year 1647, when the King 
had been delivered into the hands 
of the army, he undertook, on the 
behalf of the Queen-mother,togain 
access to His Majesty, which he 
found means io do by thfe assistance 
n3 
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of Hugh Peters. On this occasion 
the King conversed with him in an 
unreserved manner with regard to 
his affairs^ and intrusting him with 
nine cyphers commanded hini to 
stay privately in London, in order 
to receive all his letters to and 
from his correspondents, all which 
were constantly decyphered and 
undecyphered by Mr. Cowley, at 
that time with the Queen-mother in 
France. This trust he performed 
with great punctuality and safety 
for some time, till at length Mr. 
Cowley*shand being known, this 
affair waa discovered, and Mr. 
Denham obliged to make his 
escape to France. In 1648 he was 
sent ambassador, together with 
Lord Crofts, to Poland, where he 
succeeded so well as to bring back 
ten thousand pounds for the King, 
levied there on His Majesty's Scot- 
tish subjects. 

About 1652 he returned to Eng- 
land, and resided about a year at 
the Earl of Pembroke's, at Wilton, 
having quite exhausted his ow^ 
fortune by his passion for gaming, 
and the expenses he had been at 
during the civil vifar. It does not 
clearly appear what became of him 
between that tinrfe and the Resto- 
ration, though it is most probable 
he went over again to France, and 
resided there till King Charles II. 's 
return from St. Germain's to Jer- 
sey; when he was immediately 
appointed, without any solicitation. 
Surveyor-general of all His Ma- 
jesty's buildings, and, at the coro- 
nation of that monarch, made 
Knight of the Bath. 

On sotpe discontent arising from 
a second marriage, he for a little 
time lost his seiTsesj but on his re- 
covery continued in great esteem 
at court for his poetical abilities, 
especially wiih the King, who was 
fond of pbctry, and^ during his 



exile, used frequently to give Mr. 
Penham arguments to M^rite on. 

This ingenious gentleman died 
at an office he had built for him- 
self, near Whitehall, March 10, 
l66S, aetatis 53, and was buried iu 
Westminster Abbey, leaving be- 
hind him^ among the several works 
whereby his poetical fame stands 
established, only one dramatic 
one, viz. 

The Sophy. T. fo. l642,- 9vo. 
1671. 

As a poet we. need only refer to 
the testimonials of many writers, 
particularly Dryden and Pope, in 
his favour. As to his moral cha- 
racter, he has had no vice imputed 
to him but that of gaming ; and 
although authors have been silent 
as to his virtues, yet if we may 
judge from his works, he was a 
good-natured man and* an easy 
companion j and from his actions 
- it appears that he was one of strjct 
honour and integrity, and, in the 
day of danger and tumult, of un- 
shaken loyalty to the suffering in- 
terest of his Sovereign. 

Denis, Charles; was the son 

of the Reverend Jacob Denis, a 

French clergyman, born at Rocbe- 

'^oucault, who fled hither on account 

.of his religion. He was brother 
of Admiral Sir Peter Denis, and 
wrote some fables and poetical 
pieces, which were favourably re- 
ceived by the public. He is also 
said to have been the translator of 

The Siege of Calais. T. 8vo. 
1765. 

He died about June 1772, and 
his friend. Captain Thompson, 
wrote the following epitaph for 
him : 

Beneath this stone Charles Denis lies, 
Lastingly merry, early wise : 
That none, excepting they were told, 
Ever discover'd he was old. 
His fame a monument shall be, 
TliHt ages hence, as well as we. 
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ith pleasure in the strain, 
f England's sweet Fontaine ; 
ith me— ^that one we had 
ind wise — 'mongst nambers 

1, John. This gentle- 
though he has left many 
)ieces behind him, was 
:elebrated for them than 
itical writings, was the 
eminent sadler^ a citizen 
, in which metropolis 
was born^ in the year 
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1 at Harrow on the Hill, 
>mmenced acquaintance 
cy with many young 
ind gentlemen, who aN 
ade con»derable figures 
[Fairs j whereby ,he laid 
ion of a very strong and 
nterest, which might. 
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On his return to England, h« 
became early acquainted with 
Dryden, Wycherley, Congreve, 
and Southern, whose conversation, 
inspiring him with a passion for 
poetry, and a contempt for every 
attainment that had not some rela- 
tion to the Belles Lettres, diverted 
him from the acquisition of any 
profitable art, or the exercbe of 
any profession. 

This, to a bian who had not au 
independent income, was undoubt- 
ved the first branches of edly a misfortune. However, the 
inder Dr. Horn, at the zeal he showed for the Protestant 

succession having recommended 
him to the patronage of the Duke 
of Marlborough, that nobleman 
procured him a place in th^ 
customs, worth 120/. per annum, 
which he enjoyed for some years, 
till from profuseness and want o{ 
economy he was reduced to the 
3wn fault, have been of necessity of disposing of it to satisfy 
ice to him in future life, some very pressing demands. By 
ow he went, in \6J5, the advice of Lord Halifax, how- 
College, Cambridge, ever, he reserved to himself, in the 
jr hi« proper standing, sale of it, an annuity for a term of 
J degree of bachelor of years, which term he outlived, 
as expelled the college and was, in the decline of his life, 

reduced to extreme necessity. Mr. 
Theo. Cibber relates* an anecdote 
of him, whidi w^ cannot avoid re- 
peating, as it is not only highly 
characteristic of the man whose 
affairs we are now considering, but 
also a striking and melancholy in- 
stance, among thousands, of the 
distressful predicaments into which 
las suggested doubts of men of genius and literary abili- 
re stated, we subjoin ties are perhaps apter than any 
om the Gesta book of others to plunge themselves, by 

paying too slight an attention ta 
the common concerns of life, an4 
their own most important interests, 
" After he was worn out," says 
that author, '< with age and po- 
" verty, he resided within the 
'f verge of the court, to prevent 
*' danger from his creditors. One 
« 4 



attempting to stab a 
he dark; after which 
e tour of Europe, and 
se of it he conceived 
tation for despotism, as 
ilm still more strongly 
i\g principles which he 
s infancy imbibed, 
litor of the Biographia 



^e 



, l6S0. At a meeting 
aster and Fellows, Sir 
ulcted 3/ his scholnr- 

away, and he sent out 
, for assaulting and 

Sir Qlenham with a 
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'* Saturday night, he happened to 
*' saunter to a public house, which, 
^' in a short time, he discovered 
, *' to be out of the verge. He 
'' was sitting in an open drinking- 
'^ room, and a man of a suspicious 
*f appearance happened to come 
*' in. There was something about 
*' the man which denoted to Mr. 
^*' Dennis, that he was a bailiff. 
. *' This struck him with a panic ; 
'^ he was afraid his liberty was now 
** at an end ; he sat in the utmost 
*' solicitude, but durst riot offer to 
*' stir, lest he should be seized ' 
'^ upon. After an hour or two had 
^' passed in this painful anxiety, 
" at last the clock struck twelve ; 
'^ when Mr. Dennis, in an ecstacy, 
" cried out, addressing himself to 
*' the suspected person. Now, Sir, 
^' bailiff' or no laiiiff) I don't care 
a farthing for you, you have no 
power now. The man was asto- 
*^ nished at his 'behaviour j and, 
" when it was explained to him, 
^' was so much affronted with the 
*' suspicion, that had not Mr. 
*' Dennis found his protection in 
*' age, he would probably have 
*' smarted for his mistaken opinion 
" of him." A strong picture of the 
effects of fear and apprehension in 
a temper naturally so timorous and 
jealous as Mr. Dennis's ; of which 
the reader may see two more 
whimsical instances in the second 
volume of this work, under the 
tragedy of Liberty Asserted. 

Mr. Dennis, partly through a 
natural peeviv^hness and petulance 
of temper, and partly perhaps for 
the sake of procuring the means 
of subsistence, was continually en- 
gaged in a paper war with his con- 
temporaries, whom he ever treated 
with the utmost severity ; and 
though many of his observations 
were judicious, yet he usually con-, 
yeyed them in language so scur- 
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rilous and abusive, as destroyed- 
their intended effect ; and as bis 
attacks were alniost always on per^ 
sons of superior abilities to himself^ 
viz. Addison, Steele, and Pope^ 
their replies usually turned th 
popular opinion so greatly agains 
him, that, by irritating his test 
temper the more, it rendered hii 
a i>erpetual torment to himself 
till at length, after a long life o 
vicissitudes, disappointments, an 
turmoils, rendered wretched b 
indiscretion, and hateful by male 
volence, having outlived the re 
version of his estate, and being re 
duced to distress, from which hi 
having been daily creating enemie 
had ieft him scarcely any hope o 
relief, he was compelled to,' wha 
must be the most irksome statio 
that can be conceived in huma 
life, the receiving obligations fron 
those whom he had been continual 
ly treating ill. In the very clos 
of his days a play was acted fo; 
his benefit, at the little theatre i 
the Hay market, procured through — ^ 
the united interests of Messrs 
Thomson, Mallet, and Pope 3 thes 
last of whom, notwithstanding the= 
gross manner in which Mr. Dennis- 
had on many occasions used him, 
and the long warfare that had 
subsisted between them, interested 
himself very warmly for him, and 
even wrote an occasional prologue 
to the play, which was spoken by 
Mr. Cibber, juri. ^ 

Yet our admiration of Mr. 
Pope's generosity will, be somewhat 
abated, when we recollect that 
this boasted prologue was designed 
throughout as a sneer on Dennis^ 
His vanity however was so strong, 
or his intellects were become so 
enfeebled, that he did not perceive 
its tendency, though he stood be- 
hind the scenes and heard it de- 
livered. Ix^deed^ as Count Basset 
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eays, this was an act of most " ijn- so much better a critic is he flvwi 

*' merciful mercy** in the author a dramatist, that we cannot help 

<i( The DunciadfVf hose chanty, on subscribing to the opinion of a 

the present occasion at least, was gentleman, who said of him, that 

dispensed with a cynic hand. he was the most complete instruc- 

Not long after this, viz. on the tor for a dramatic poet} since he 

6th of January 1733, Mr. Dennis could teach him to distinguish ^oo<f 

died, being then in the 77'^ y^^r plays by his precepts, and ^c^ones 

of his age. by his examples. 

His character as a man may be . His dramatic pieces are nine la 

sufficiently gathered from the cir- number, as may be seen in the 

cumstances we have related of him. following list : 

As a writer, he certainly was pos- 1 . Plot and no Plot. C. 4to. 

sessed of nuich erudition, and a N. D. [1697.] 

considerable -share of genius 5 and 2. Rinalda and Armida, T. 4to. 

had not his self-opinion, of which l6gQ, 

perhaps no man ever possessed a 3. Iphigenia. T. 4to. 17OO/ 

larger share> induced him to aim 4. Comical Gallant. C. 4to. 

at the empire of wit, for which he 1702. 

was by no means qualified, and in ^. Lilerty asserted. T.4to.l704. 

consequence thereof led him to 6. Gibraltar, C. 4to. 1705. 

treat every one as a rebel who did 7- Orpheus and Euridice. M. 

not subscribe to his pretended 4tb. 1707- 

right, he would probably have been 8. j^ppius and Virginia. Trag. 

allowed, and, from the enjoyment 4tou N. D. [1709-] 

of an easy mind, possibly possessed 9* invader of his Country^ T* 

more merit than appears in many 8vo. 1720. 

of his writings. In prose, he is Dent, John, was editor of a 

far from a bad writer, where abuse newspaper, long since extinct, 

and personal scurrility does not called The London Courant ; and 

mingle itself with his language, besides a novel, called T/^e Forego/* 

In verse, he is extremely unequal. Love, was author of the following 

his numbers being at some times dramatic pieces : 

spirited and harmonious, and his 1. The Candidate. F. 8vo. 1782. 

subjects elevated and judicious, 2. Too Civil hy Half. F. 8vo. 

and at others flat, harsh, and pu- 1783. 

erile. As a dramatic author, he 3. Receipt Tax. F. 8vo. 1783. 

certainly deserves not to be held 4. The Lawyer's Panic. Prel. 

in any consideration. Hi^s plots, 8vo. 1785. 

excepting that of h\s Plot wid no 5. The Bastille. Ent. 8vo. N.D. 

Plot, which is a political play, are [1789 ] 

all borrowed, yet in the general 0'. The Telegraph, Com. Piece, 

not ill -chosen. But his characters 8vo. 1795. 

are ill-designed and unfinished, his 7- The Statesman. Farce. N. P, 

language prosaical, flat, and un- 8. The Tarantula. F. Lost, 

dramatic, and the conduct of his Mr. Dent died a few years since; 

principal scenes heavy, dull, and but we know not the precise time 

unim passioned. In short, though at which his death happened, 

he certainly had judgment, it is Derrick, Samuel. This gt»n- 

evident he had no execution ; and tleman was a native of Ireland, and 
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was born in the year 1724. Be- 
ing intended for trade^ he was for 
some time placed with a linen* 
draper in. Dublin $ but disliking 
his business^ he quitted it and his 
Country about the year 1 748, and 
commenced author in London. 
Soon after he arrived at the me- 
tropolis, he indulged an inclina- 
tion which he had imbibed for the 
stage, and appeared in the charac- 
ter of Gloucester, in Jane Shore, 
at .the HaymaiFket, but with so 
little success, that ;he never re- 
peated the experiment. After this 
attempt he subsisted chiefly by 
his writings; but being of an ex- 
pensive disposition, running into 
the follies and excesses of gallan- 
try and gaming, he lived almost 
all his time the slave of depend- 
ence, or the sport of chance. 
His acquaintance with people of 
fashion, on Beau Nash*s death, 
procured him at length a more 
permanent subsistence. He was 
chosen to succeed that gentleman 
in his offices of master of the ce- 
remonies at Bath and Tunbridge. 
-By the profits of these he might 
have been enabled to place him- 
self » with economy, in a less pre- 
carious state ', but his want of con- 
duct continued after he was in the 
possession of a considerable in- 
come, by which means he was at 
the tim^ of his death, March 1 7^> 
as necessitous as he had been at 
any period of his life. 

He traqslated one piece from 
the French of the King of Prussia^^ 
called 

Sylla. D. E. 8vo. 1753. 

Deverell, Mrs. M. A lady 
of Gloucestershire, who, under 
the patronage of the Dutchess 
of Rutland, published one play, 
called 

Mary Queen of Scots, Hist. 
Tra-. 9vo. 179:*. 



DiBDix, Charles, was bom at 
Southampton, about the year 1748, 
and educated at Winchester^ with 
a view to the clerical function. 
His propensity for music, how- 
ever, distracted his attention firom 
every thing else, and brought him 
to town at the early age of fif- 
teen. Mr. Dibdin appears to have 
exhibited a remarkable precocity 
of intellect J for at sixteen years 
of age he brought out an opera, of 
two acts, at Covent Garden, call- 
ed The Shepherd's Artifice, writ- 
ten and composed by himself. 
Unwilling, however, to gommence 
too early a career as a writer, he 
contented himself, till after the 
run of The Jubilee, with compos- 
ing music for others. Love in th 
City, Lionel and Clarissa, The 
Padhcky The Jubilee, The InstaU 
lotion of the Garter, and The 
Christmas Tale, are a few of the 
many pieces of which he only 
composed the music. His com- 
mencement as an actor, we believe, 
was as Damaetas, in Midas, He 
afterwards, however, performed 
other characters J we may particu- 
larly mention that be was the ori- 
ginal Mungo, in The Padlock, in 
the year 1763j in whicb^ as well 
as in Ralph, in The Maid ofthi 
Mill, he displayed such originality 
of conception, that his early se- 
cession from the stage has often 
been lamented. Of his Mungo, 
Mr. Victor, who must be allowed 
to have been a judge of these 
matters, says, ** It is as complete 
** a low character as ever was ex- 
*' hibited." The author, Bicker- 
staffe, in his preface, has this pas- 
sage ; *f The music of this piece 
'* being extremely admired by 
'^ persons of the first taste and 
** distinction, it would be injustice 
" to the extraordinary talents of 
[^ the young maa who ass^isted me 
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^ in it, was I not to declare, that 
'' it is, under my direction, the 
*' entire composition of Mr. Dib- 
'' din ; whose admirable perform* 
" ance, in the character of Mungo, 
" does so much credit to himself 
" and me ', as well as to the gen- 
^* tlemao whose penetration could 

distinguish neglected genius, and 

who has taken pleasure in pro- 
** duciqg it to the public." 

When Mr. Dibdin retired from 
the stage, the Circus was built for 
him 5 and he was manager of it 
for two seasons. He afterwards 
launched a pew species of enter- 
tainment, which he continued for 
about twenty years \ himself the 
sole writer, composer, and per- 
former. These exhibitions varied 
their titles, as well as their mat- 
ter, from time to timej but we 
can recall to our recollection the 
following : The If^hifn of the Mo- 
ment, The Oddities, The Quizzes, 
The JVa^s, Private Theatricals, 
Castles tn the Air, Great News, 
The General Election, A Tour to 
the Land: s End, Will-o'-th'-JVisp, 
Tom miHns, The Sphynx, The 
trisk. Most Votes, Christmas Gam* 
bols. King and Queen, Falentine*s 
Day, New Year's Gifts, Britain 
Strike Home, Heads and Tails, 
The Frolic, Datchet Mead, The 
Professional Volunteers, Rent Day, 
Commodore Pennant, &c. 8cc. 

Among other publications of this 
gentleman's, we have^to record the 
•foUowing : The Devil, 2 vols. 8yo. 
about 1785 I The Bystander, 4to. 
about 1787 } Musical Tour, 4to. 
1787 5 Hannah Hewitt, a novel, 
about 1792; The Younger Brother, 
a novel, about IJQS j History of 
the Stage, 5 vols. 8vo. about 179<5 ; 
Professional Life of Mr. Dibdin, 
4 vols. 8vo. 1802 ; Observations on 
a Tour through England and Scot- 
land, with views, &c. 4to, 1803> 



Henry Hooka, a novel, 1806$ The 
Public Undeceived, lS07j The Eng- 
lish Pythagoras i The Musical Men-' 
ior 5 Music ilpitomiTied ; The Yeo» 
mans Friend', The Laon and the 
Water Wagtail ; &c. &c. 

For a few years Mr. Dibdin en- 
joyed a pension from Government 
of 200/. a y^ar 5 on a change of 
administration, this was cut off; 
but we have heard that it has been 
recently restored. Necessity, how- 
ever, drove him a few years ago to 
open a shop in the Strand for the 
sale of music and musical. instru- 
ments; but in this he was unfor* 
tunate, and a commission of bank- 
ruptcy issued agaipst him. To 
this he appeared, and laid such a 
simple, candid, and satisfactory 
statement of his affairs before the 
commissioners and his creditors, a$ 
redounded greatly to his honour, 
and procured him an early grant 
of his certificate. He was now, 
however, left a destitute manj 
when I a few gentlemen, almost 
wholly unknown to him, held 9 
private meeting, at which tbey 
made a contribution for him« and 
issued an invitation to the pi^lic 
to join their laudable end^vourt 
in behalf of a man in the vale of 
years, and immersed in difficulties^ 
but to whom the army, the navy, 
and the nation in general, were 
deeply indebted for his TyrtaeaQ 
strains ; as well as for his multi- 
tudinous compositions, calculated 
to inspire a love of the country, 
and a zeal to protect it in a time 
of imminent danger. The result 
was, that such a sum was raised, 
as, though far below the merits of 
the case, enabled certain trustees 
to procure a moderate annual pro- 
vision for Mr. Dibdin, his wife, 
and daughter, during his life ; the 
principal sum being reserved for 
the two latter after his decease/ 
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The following is a list 'of his 
dramatic pieces : ' 

1. The Shepherd: s Artifice. D.P. 
8vo: 1765* 

2. Damon and PhiUida'. Alter- 
ed from Cibber. CO* 8ro. 1768. 

3. The Mischance. Int. 17?2. 

4. The Ladle. Ent. 8vo. I773. 



•5. TAff Wedding Ring. C. O. P. Svo. 1785. 



D I B 

26. The Graces. Int. Svo. 1762. 

27. The Cestus. Ser. Svo. 1783. 

28. Harleqvin the Phantom of a 
Day. P. Svo. 1783. 

29. TAt? Lancashire Witchei. 
Pant. 1783. 

30. Long Odds. Ser. Svo. 1783. 

31. (7/ttm/» and Cudden. C. M. 



Svo. 1773. 

' 6. TAe Deserter. M. D. Svo. 

1773. 



7. The Waterman-, or. The First Svo. 1785. 



33. w<^ GoTwe flrf Commerce. C. 
1785. N. P. 
33. Liberty Hall. Mus. Piece. 



of Jugnst. B. O. Svo. 1774. 



34. Harvest Home. C. O, Svo. 



8. The Cohler j or, A Wife of 1 787. 
ten Thousand. B. O. Svo. 1774. 35. A loyal Effusion. D. Ent. 



Burl. Svo. 
C. O. Svo. 



9. The Metamorphoses. C. O. 
Svo. 1776'. 

10. The Seraglio. C. O. Svo. 
177<5. 

l\. The Quaker. CO. Svo. 

1777. 

12- Poor Vulcan. 

13. The Gipsies. 
ir7S. 

14. Rose and Colin. C O. Svo. 

1778. 

15. The Wives revenged. C O. 
Svo. 1778. 

* IQ. Annette and Luhin. CO. 
Svo. 1778. 

17. The Chelsea Pensioner. CO. 

Svo. 1779. 

is. The Mirrour; or. Harlequin 



1797. N. P. 

Z6. Hannah Hewitt. M.£. 1798. 
N. P. 

. |r7. TAfe Broken Qold. B. Op. 
1806. N. P. 

38. The Saloon. M. Ent. N. P. 

3g. The Statue. M.Ent. N.P. 

40. She *s Mad for a Husband. 
M.Ent., N. P. . 

41. The False Dervise. Int. N.P. 

42. Juand of Simplicity. N. P. 

43. The Milkmaid. Ser. N. P. 

44. Pandora. M. Ent. N. P. 

45. Passions. M. Ent. N. P. 

46. Refusal of Haflequin. Pant. 
N. P. 

47. Regions of Accomplishment. 
M. Ent. N. P. 

DiBDiN, Chakles, Jun. son of 



tvery where. Pant. Burl. Svo. the above mentioned gentleman^ is 



m9* 



a proprietor and acting-manager of 



19. The Touchstone, Pant. 1779* Sadler*s Wells ; for the entertain- 



N. P. 



ments at which place he has writ- 






0. The Shepherdess of the Alps, ten numberless songs, &c. as well 



C O. Svo. 178O. 

21. Harlequin Freemason. P. 
1 780. 

23, The Islanders. C O. Svo. 
1781. 



as the following pieces : 

\. Claudine. Burl. Svo. 1801. 

2. Goody Two Shoes, Pant. Svo, 

N. n. 

3. Barhara Allen* B. S^ Songs 



23. Jupiter and Alcmena. Burl, only printed. Svo, N. D. 



1781. N.P. 

24. Marriage Act: F. Svo. 1 781. 

25. None so Hind as thdse who 
won* t see. M. F. 1782. N.P. 



4. The Great Devil, Spect. Svo. 
1801. 

5. Old Man of the Mountains. 
Svo, N.D. 
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DiBDiN^ Thomas. 'Hiis is an- Mr. Dibdin twice peiformed the 
other son of the Mr. Dibdin first part of Abednego^ on occasion of 
mentioned, bom March 21, 1771. Mr. Fawcett's indisposition) in- 
After receiving a liberal education, duced the managers to retain Mr. 
he was articled as an apprentice to Dibdin as an author, and make it 
Sir Wm. Rawlins, then in business worth his while, to quit the stage 
as an auctioneer and upholsterer, as an actor. Mr. Harris, how- 
and who served the ofBce of Sheriff ever, continued his salary, on con- 
of London in ISO 1. A growing dition that he should furnish the 
inclination for whatever related to theatre every Christmas with a 
the stage at length became too pantomime, and be ready to pro- 
strong for resistance; and at the duce, when called upon, any pre- 
age of eighteen he left his busi- lude, interlude, or spectacle, that 
ness, assumed the name of Mer^ public events of interest or not6- 
cliant, commenced actor and scene- riety might render fit subjects for 
painter at East Bourne, in Sussex, the theatre. We now proceed to 
and then visited Canterbury, Ro- give what we believe to be a cor- 
Chester, &c. He afterwards joined rect list of ]\f r. T. Dibdin's dra- 
Messrs. Banks and Ward, at Liver- matic writings, viz. 
pool, and continued with them 1. The Mad Guctrdian, F. 8vo. 
three years, performing alternately N. D. [1795.] Under the as- 
at Manchester, Chester, and Li- sumed name of T. Merchant, 
verpool. It was at Manchester 2. Mouth of the Nile. M. £. 
that he made his first attempt as a 8vo. 1798. 
dramatic writer by the production 3. Naval Pillar. M. £• 8vo. 
of a farce called The Mad Guar.- 1799. 
dtanj ox. Sunshine after Rcdn. 4,T(iginTrihula{ion,lnt 1799' 

In 1793, he married Miss Hil- N. P. 
liar, of the same theatre, and for- 5. The Fblcano, Pant. [Songs 
merly of the Edinburgh and New- only, 8vo..l 799.] 
castle company j and the year fol- 6. Horse and the JVidow. F. 
lowing made an engagement for 8vo. 1799* 
himself and his. wife at that summer 7. Fh)e Thousand a Year. C. 
theatre, where he continued four 8vo. [1799.J 
years: but his winter seasons were 8. The Birth-day. C. 8vo. 1799- 
chiefly passed at Canterbury, Ro- 9. The HermUme. Int. 1800. 
Chester, &c. For his own benefit N. P. 

at Maidstone, July 12, 1798, he 10. The Jew an^ the Doctor. F. 
brought out his Jew and the.Doc^ 8vo. 1800. 
t&T'^ the reception of which was 11. Liberal Opinions. C. 1800. 
80 favourable,, that, on the report N. P. 

of it to Mr. Harris by Mr. C. 12. True Friends. M.E. 1800. 
Bicknellj solicitor to the Admi- N. P. 

ralty, an agreement followed to 13, II Bondocani* CO. 8vo. 
produce the piece the ensuing 1801. 

winter at Covent Garden 3 at which 14. St. Davids s Day. Bal. F. 
also Mr. Dibdin was engaged ^s 8vo. 1801. 

an actor ^t 5/. per week. The ^ 15. School for Prejudice. C, Svq. 
so^Bcess of this piece (in wl^ch 1801. 
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IjS. HartequiTCs Almanack, P. 
8vo. 1801. 

17- Branen Mask, BaL Pant. 
8vo. 1802. 

18. Family Quarrels, CO. Svo. 
1802. 

19. HarlequitCs Haheai, Pant. 
Svo. 1802. 

20. Guiity, or Not Guilty ? C. 
8vo. 1804. 

21; Falentine and Orson, Rom. 
M. D. avo. 1804. 

22. The mil for the Deed, C. 
Svo. 1805. / 

23. Thirty Thousand, O. Svo. 
1805. 

24. Of Age To-morrow. M. E. 
8vo. 1805. 

25. Harlequin Quicksilver. P. 
8V0. 1805. 

26. Nelson's Glory. Int. 1805. 
N. P. 

27. The Cabinet. C. O, 8vq. 
1805. 

28. The English Fleet in 1342. 
C. O. Svo. 1805. 

29. five Miles Off, C. Svo. 
1806. 
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Mr. Walpole observes, " a singu* 
" lar person, whose Jife was one 
" contradiction. He wrote against 
*' popery, and embraced it ; he 
" was a zealous opposer of the 
"court, and a sacrifice for itj 
" was conscientiously converted in 
*' the midst of his prosecution of 
'* Lord Strafford, and was most 
" unConscientioasly a prosecutor of 
" Lord Clarendon. With great 
'* parts, he always hurt himself 
" and his friends ; with romantic 
" bravery, he was always an un- 
'* successful commander. He spoke 
" for the Test Act, though a Ro- 
** man Catholic ; and addicted 
" himself to astrology, on the 
" birth-day of true philosophy." 
The histories of England abound 
with the adventures of this in- 
consistent and eccentric nobleman, 
who, among his other pursuits, 
esteemed the drama not unworthy 
his attention. He wrote one play, 
called 

Elvira, C. 4to. 1667. 



Downes the prompter says, that he 
W. Mother Goose. Pant. I8O6-7. joined with Sir Samuel Tuke in 
31. Harlequins Magnet. Pant, the composition of The Adventures 

of Five Hours, and that between 
1662 and 1665 he wrote two plays, 
made out of the Spanish, called, 
l»*Tis better than it was. C. 
2. If^se and Worse. C. 
Neither of which have been plant- 
ed, unless one of them should be 
the same as Elvira, with a different 
title. After a life, which at dif- 
ferent periods of it commanded 
both the respect and contempt of 
mankind, and not unfrequently 
the same sentiments at one time^ 
he died, neither loved nor regretted 
by any party, in^ the. year 187^- 

DiLKE, Thomas. This gen- 
tleman lived in the reign of 
William III. and was the spn of 
Mr. Samuel Dilke» of an ancient 



1806. 

32. The White Plume, M. R. D. 
[Songs only, Svo. I8O6.] 

33. Two Faces under a Hood, 
C. O. Svo. 1 8O7. 

34. Errors Excepted. C. I8O7. 
N.P. 

35. Bonifacio and Bridgetina. 
Mock Melo-drama. Svo. 1808. 

36. Forest of Hermanstadt. Mq" 
lo-drama. 1808. N. P. 

37* Harlequin in his Element. 
P. Svo. 1808. 

38. The Jubilee. Mus. Sketch. 
I8O9. N. P. 

39. Harlequin Pedlar. Paqt. 
I8O9-IO. 

DiOBY, George, Earl of 
Bristol. This author was, as 
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fiimlly at Litchfield, where onr tleman, a native of Ireland^ and a 
author was bom. He had a nnl- writer on political subjects, pro* 
▼ersitj education^ having been duced one play^ acted at Dublint 
tome time a student at Oriel Col- called ^ 
lege, Oxford/ When he quitted The Patriot King ; or, Irish 
the university he went into the Chief. T. 8vo. 1774. 
army, and had a lieutenant's com- Dodd, Jambs Solas. This au- 
mission under Lord Raby, after- thor was bred a surgeon, and in 
wards Earl of Strafford; to which the year 1752 published An Essm 
nobleman he dedicated one of his towards a Natural History of the 
plays, of which he has left three Herrings During the contest about 
behind him, whose titles are as Elizabeth Canning, he also took a 
follow : part in it, and published a pam- 
1« Lover's Luck. C. 4to. 1606. phlet in her defence. He after- 
s' City Lady, C. 4to. I6g7m wards composed A Lecture on 
3. Pretenders, C. 4to, l6QS,^ Heas^ts, which he read publicly at 
This last play was unsuccessful; Exeter 'Change, with some degree 
and soon after its miscarriage, of sucicess. He was also president 
Gildon says, the author died. ^ of ode of the disputing societies, 
DiMOND, William, is the se- and an attendant at several of 
cond, but eldest living, son of them. One dramatic piece by 
* William Wyatt Dimond, Esq. one him has been acted once and pub- 
of the patentees of the Theatres lished, entitled 
Royal, Bath and Bristol; at the Gallic Gratitude-y ox, The French-' 
former of which cities he was man in India. C. 8vo« 1779* 
born, and received his education This was' republished, as acted 
under the Rev. Dr. Morgan. He in Dublin, under the tide of 
was afterwards entered a student The Funeral PHe, C. O. 12mo. 
of the Inner Temple, with a view 1799» 

»to the bar; to which, probably, he Hedied inMecklenbtirgh Street, 

has been since called. His dra- in Dublin, March 1S05, at UiQ 

matic productions are as follow : great age (as it is said) of 104. 

!• Sea'side Story, Op. D. Svo. Dodd, William. This un- 

1801. fortunate author was the eldest 

2. I^ero of the North. H. P. son of the Rev. William Dodd, 
8vo. 1803. many years vicar of Bourne, in 

3. Hunter of the Alps, D. 1804$ Lincolnshire, and was bom May29, 
Svo. N. D. 1 729. He was sent, at the age of 

4. Youth, Love, and Folly. CO. sixteen, to the university of Cam- 
8vo. 1805. bridge, and admitted in the year 

5. Adrian andOrrila. P. Svo. 1745 a sizar of Clare Hall. In 
1806. 1749.50 he took the degree of 

6. Young Hussar. Op. Piece. B. A. with great honour, being 
8vo, 1807. upon that occasion in the list of 

7» The FoundUng of the Forest, wranglers. Leaving the university, 

P. Svo. I8O9. he imprudently married a Miss 

He has besides published a vo- Mary Perkins in 1751, was or- 

lume entitled Petrarchal Son*' dained a deacon the same year, 

nets, priest in 1753, and soon became a 

DoBBs, Pbancis. This gen- celebrated and popular preacher. 
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His first preferment wai the lec- 
tureship of West Ham. In 1 754 
he was appointed lecturer of St. 
Olave's, Hart Street 5 and in 1757 
took the degree of M. A. at Gam- 
bridge. On the foundation of the 
Magdalen Hospital^ in 1758, he 
was a strenuous supporter of the 
charity, and soon after becacne 
preacher at the chapel of it. By 
means of his patron Bishop Squire, 
he in 1763 obtained the prebend 
of Brecon, and by the interest of 
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being detected, was tried at the 
Old Bailey, found guilty, and re- 
ceived sentence of death ; and, in 
spite of every application for mer- 
cy, was executed at Tyburn, June 
27. 1777- Dr. Dodd was a volu- 
minous writer, ^nd possessed con- 
siderable abilities, with little judg- 
ment and much vanity. Among 
other pursuits, he had made sonoe 
attempts in dramatic poetr}', and 
very early in life wrote, 
1. The Syracusan. T. 



some city friends procured himself .This is. said to have been in the 
to be appointed King's chaplain ; hands of one of the managers 



soon after which he had the edu^- 
cation of the present Earl of Ches- 
terfield committed to his. cai:e. In 
1766 he went to Cambridge, and 
took the degree of LL. J?. At 
this period the estimation he was 
held in by the world was suffi- 
cient to give him expectations of 
preferment, and hopes of riches 
and honours y and these he might 
probably have acquired, had he 



when he took orders 5 but on that 
event was withdrawn. 

2. Sir Roger de Cover ly, C. 
Respecting this piece an anfecdote 
will be found in Vpl. III. p. 278. 

Neither of these plays has been 
published. 

DoDSLEY, Robert. This au- 
thor was born in the year 1703, 
near^ Mansfield, in Nottingham- 
shire, as it is supposed -, and his first 



possessed a common portion of, setting out in life was in a servile 
prudence ^nd discretion. But, station (footdiian to the Honourable 



impatient of his situation, and 
desirous of advancement, he un- 
luckily fell upon means which in 
the end were the occasion of his 
ruin. On the living of St. George, 
Hanover Square, becoming vacant, 
he wrote an anonymous letter to 
the Chancellor's lady,., offering 
3000 guineas if by her assistance 
he was promoted to it- This be- 
ing traced to him^ complaint was 
Immediately made to the King, 
and Dr. Dodd was dismissed with 
disgrace from his post of chaplain, 
from this period he lived neg-> 
lected, if not despised; and his 
extravagance still continuing, he 
became involved in difficulties, 
which tempted him to forge a bond 
from his late pupil Lord Chest^r^ 
field, Feb. 4, 1777, for 4200Z. 
>}vhich he actually received 3 but. 



Mrs. Lowther), from which, how- 
ever, his abilities very soon raised 
him ; for, having written The 
Toyshop, and that piece being 
shown to Mr. Pope, the delicacy 
of satire which is conspicuous in it, 
though clothed with' the greatest 
simplicity of design, so strongly 
recommended its author to the no- 
tice of that celebrated poet, that he 
continued from that time to the 
day of his death a warm friend and 
zealous patron to Mr. Dodsley; 
and although he had himself no 
connexion with the theatres, yet 
procured him such an interest 
as ensured its being immediate^ 
brought on the stage, where it 
met with the success it merited: 
as did also a farce called The Km^ 
and Miller of Mcui^ld, whi(£ 
made its appearance in the ensa- 
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iog year, viz. J 736. From the in his eye the one great prin- 
success of these pieces he entered cipJe, delectando panterque mo* 
into that business which, of all nendo', some general moral is con- 
olhers, has the closest connexion stantly conveyed in the general 
with, and the most immediate de- plan, and particular instruction dis- 
pendence on, persons of genius' persed in the particular strokes of 
and literature, viz. that of a book- satire. The dialogue moreover is 
seller. In this station Mr. Pope's easy, the plots are simple, and 
recommendation, and his own me- the catastrophes interesting and 
Tit, soon obtained him not only pathetic. 

the countenance of persons of the Mr. Dodsley by his profession 
first abilities, but also of those of acquired a very handsome fortune, 
the first rank, arid in a few years with which he retired from busi- 
raised him to great eminence in ness before his death, which hap- 
liis profession, in which he was aU pened the 25th day of Sept. 17^» 
most, . if not altogether, at the at the house of his friend Mr. 
head. Yet, neither in this capa- Spence, at Durham. He wrote, 
city, nor in that of a writer, had 1^ jin Entertainment designed/or 
success any improper effect on Her Majesty's Birth-day, 8vo, 
him. In one light he preserved the 1732. 

strictest integrity, in the other the 2. An Entertainment designed for 
most becoming humility. Mind- the Wedding of Governor Lotvther 
ful of the early encouragement and Miss Pennington. 8vo. 1732. 
his own talents met with, he was 3. Tfie Toyshops D. S» 8vo. 
ever ready to give the same oppor- 1735. 

tonity of advancement to those of 4. The King and the Miller of 
others, and he was, on many oc- Mar^field. D. T. 8vo. 1737. 
easions, not only the publisher 5. Sir John Cockle at Court, F. 
but the patron of genius. But 8vo, 1738. 

there is no circumstance which " 6. The Blind Beggar ofBethnal 
adds more lustre to his character. Green, B. F. 8vo. 1741. 
than the grateful remembrance he 7. Rex et Pontifex, Pant. jSvo. 
retained, and ever expressed, to 1745. 

the memory of those to whom he 8. The Triumph of Peace. M. 
owed the obligation of his £rst 4to. 1749. 
being taken notice of in life. We 9. Cleone, T. 8vo. 1758. 
shall riot, however, dwell any Besides these, he published a lit- 
longer on the amiableness of Mr. tie collection of his own works, 
Dodsley*8 character as a man. As a in one volume Svo. under the mo- 
writer, there is an ease and elegance dest title of Trifles y and a poem of 
that r<un through all his works, considerable length, entitled Pt^^* 
-which sometimes are more pleasing /ic ^ir/we, in 4to. 1754. 
than a more laboured and orna- He also executed two works 
znented manner. In verse, his num- of great service to the cause of 
bars areflowing, if not sublime; and genius, as they are the means of 
bis subjects constantly well chosen preserving pieces, of merit, that 
and entertaining. In prose, he is might otherwise have sunk into 
familiar, yet chaste; and in his oblivion, viz. the publication of 
^matic pieces he has ever kept a collection of poems by dit\ 
YQL, I. Q ... 
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ferent eminent hands, in six vols. 
8vo. and a collection of plays 
by old autliors, in twelve volumea 

1 2mo 

.. X)oGGET, Thomas. This aui- 
tbor was also an actor. He was 
■• born in Castle Street, Dublin, and 
ipade his iifst theatrical attempt 
on the. stage of that metropolis 5 
but.,no,t meeting with the encou- 
ragement there that his merit un- 
doubtedly had a right to, be came 
over to England, and entered him- 
self in a travelling company 5' but 
from thence very soon was re- 
moved to London, and established 
in prury Lane and Lincoln's Inn 
Fields theatres, where he was uni- 
versally approved in ^very character 
ie performed; but, shone in none 
more conspicuously than in those 
of Fondlewife in The Old Bachelor ^ 
and Ben in Love for Lope, which 
Mr. Cbngreve, with whom he was 
a very great favourite, wrote in 
some measure with a view to his 
inanner of acting. 
..In a few years after he removed 
to Drury Lane theatre, where he 
became joint manager with Wilks 
and Gibber; in which situation he 
continued till, on a disgust he took, 
in the year 1712, at Mr. Booth's 
being forced on them as a sharer 
in the management, he threw up 
bis part in the property of the 
theatre, though it was looked on 
to have been worth a thousand 
pounds per annum. He had, how- 
ever, by his frugality, saved a com- 
petent fortune to render him easy 
for the remainder of his life, witli 
which he retired from the hurry of 
business in. the very meridian of 
liis reputation* As an actor he had 
great merit, and his contemporary 
Cibber informs us, tliat he w^s the 
most of an original, and the strictest 
observer of nature^ of any, actor of. 
hiS time* His man^ier;^ though 



borrowed from none, frequently 
served for a model to many ; and 
he possessed that peeulialr art 
which so very few performers aro 
masters of, viz. the arriving at th« 
perfectly ridiculous, ;witbout step- 
ping into the least impropriety to 
attain it: and so extremely care- 
ful and skilful was he in the dress* 
ingof his characters to the greatest 
exactness of propriety, that die 
least article of w'bat * be wore 
seemed in some measure to speak 
and mark the different humour be 
presented 5 • a nepessary care in a 
comedian, in which many per- 
formers are but too remiss. - 
. Mr. Dogget died at £ltham, ia 
Kent, the 22d of Sept. 1 721, and 
was buried there ; having, as we 
before observed^ made hinaself in- 
dependent of business, by" hfs'can 
and economy while be remained 
in it. In his political principles 
he was, in the words of Sir Ki- 
chard Steele, a U^hig up to ihi 
head and ears ; and so strictly was 
he attached to the interests of the 
House of Hanover, that be-never 
let slip ^ny occasion that presented 
itself of demonstrating his senti- 
ments in that respect. One in- 
stance among others is well knowo; 
which 1s, that the year after King 
George I, came to the throne, he 
gave a waterman*s coat and silver 
badge, to be rowed for by six wa- 
termen, on the first day of August, 
being the anniversary of that King's 
accession to the throne : and at his 
death bequeathed a certain sum of 
iDoney, the interest of which was 
to be appropriated annually, for 
ever, to the purchase of a like 
coat and badge, to be rowed for 
in hbnour of the day; which ce- 
remony is every year performed 
on the first of August, the claim- 
ants setting out, on a signal given, 
^t that tim(3 of thq tide whep th* 
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it Is strongest against them^ 
3wiog fromx tbe Old Swan 
«ondoD £ridge> to the White 
at Chelsea. 

a writer> Mr. Dogget has 
hind hhn only one comedy^ 
has not been performed in 
^nal state for many years^ 
i 

CoUfUrv Wake. C.4to.l6p5. 
been altered, however, into 
\ farce, which has frequently 
its appearance under the 

% ; or. Hob in the Well. 
MAN, Mr. This gentle- 
ived at Hampstead. We 
however^, nothing more of 
an that he was the author of 
etched play, entitled 
loger de Cover ly, D.E. 8vp. 

3iB^ Robert. This gen- 
was principal secretary to 
iety for the encouragement 
md manufactures. He died 
\ having given to the pub- 
trifling piece called 
Statesman foiled. M. C. 8vo. 

?LAs, THE Rev. Mr. was 
>f 

n, the lanished Prince, T. 
. D. [1784;] 

SR, John. This gentle- 
as the grandson of Mr. 
Dove)?, an eminent attor- 
aw, at a place cialled Boston 
Heath, in Warwickshire, 
:hief director and manager 
;embly called the Olympic 
which were annually ce- 

upon Cotswold Hills, in 
tershire. Our author re- 
kis education at Magdalen 

Oxford; from whence, 
itended by his father for 
, he . removed to Grays 
\ was called to the b^r. 
tory of the cQurts^ how- 



ever, not suiting his inclination so 
well as that of the pulpit, he soon 
quitted the law, and took orders } 
and Coxeter tells us, that at the 
time his notes. were written, Mr. 
Dover was a minister of the 
Gospel at Drayton, in Oxfordshire. 
The exact period of his birth we 
find no where recorded, but ima- 
gine he must have lived to a con- 
siderable age 5 as the time of Cox- 
eter*s writing, when he mentions 
him as living, could not at the 
earliest be sooner than 1 720, and 
a play which he published, and 
which he declares to have been his 
amusement after the fatigues of 
the law, was published in 1667. 
The title of it is * 

The RomanXjenerals. T. 4to. 
1667. 

Wood says he had written one 
or two more plays. It would ap- 
pear that he was the child of old 
age ; for a MS. note in a copy of 
the CoUectiqn of Verses on. the 
Cotswold Games, in the posses- 
sion of Mr. Octavius Gilchrist, of 
Starafordi says, *' Dr. John Dover 
'' was born in the sixty ^second year 
*' of his mother's age, as his own 
*' daughter, now living, attests 
'' (anno 1747), who is wife to 
*' Mr. Cordwell, the city car- 
'' penter." 

Dow, Alexander, was a na- 
tive of Scotland, educated at 
Crief, and bred a merchant j but 
was afterwards an officer. of emi- 
nence in the service of the East 
India Company. . Being under the 
necessity of quitting Scotland in 
consequence of a duel, be entered 
himself as a common sailor on 
board an East India ship, bound 
to Bencoolen 5 where the secre- 
taryship to th? goverror being 
vacant, Mr. Dow very fortunately 
obtained that office, and soon be« 
came lieut^nant-rcolonel. 
02 
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He was supposed to be the trans- Dowkes, Captaik^ This geiH 

lator of several work^ from the tleman was the author of one dra- 

Persian language 3 though it is matic piece> called 

generally thought, from the assist- j4U Vows Kept, C* 12mo. 1733. 

ance he received, that very little of Downing, Gbokgi^. This au- 

them could be called his own. He thor was at one time a comedian 

in like manner produced two ^ra- in the York compar>y. He says, 

matic performances^ called^ in one of his works, that his father 

1. Zincis, T. 8vo. 176^. was a tradesman, who gave him a 

2. Seihona, T. 8vo. 1774. genteel education ; that in the 
and died in the East Indies about nineteenth year of his age he mar- 
the latter end of 1779* ^ied unknown to his firiends ^ and 

Dower, E. Who, or of what that he had frequently sufFered all 

profession this author was, we the hardships incident to the life 

know not ; but he seems by his of an itinerant player. He is au* 

writings to have been the most thor of the following three dra- 

perfect professor of poverty that matic pieces : 

ever devoted himself to the tat- I, Newmarket-, or pThe Hummcrt 

tered sisters of Parnassus; for the of the Turf, C. 12mo. 1763. 

few poems he has published breathe 2. The Parthian Exile. T. 8yo. 

nothing but complaints of his des- 1774. 

titute and distressed condition 5 and, 3. The Volunteers; or, Taylors 

indeed, his brain seems to have to Arms. C, Svo. 1760. 

been quite as empty as his pockets. He Quitted the ^t^ge before bit 

He has printed the poems above death, and became ' master oft 

mentioned, together with a nar- school at Birmingham, where he 

rative, in which he casts the most died about the latter end of the 

severe reflections on the manager year 1 78O. 

of one of the theatres, and on the To him also has been ascribed, 

late Dutchess Dowager of Marl- 4. Tricks of Harlequin. Pant 

borough, for not having given him Ent. 12mo. 1739. 

money, as a reward for his having Downman, Hugh, M . D. was 

deprived the community of per- the son of a gentleman of good 

haps a good porter or cobler, in fortune in the neighbourhood of 

the atiempt to make a most exe- JExeter. He was educated first at 

crable scribbler. With these he the public school at Exeter, firom 

has published a dramatic piece) whence he removed to Jesus Col- 

.which, though far from having any lege, Cambridge, where he took 

merit in point of plot or character, the degree of M. A. He was dc- 

yet is so far tolerable with respect signed for the church ; and, if wc 

to the language, and so far supe- are not misinformed, actually took 

rior to any of the other specimens orders, and' performed the duties 

he has given us of his writmgs, of a clergyman for a few years in 

that, notwithstanding the abuse he his fiUher's neighbourhood : but 1 

has chosen to vent against Mr.Fleet- disorder to which he was^ubject 

wood for not accepting it, we can (afterwards proved to be a liver 

scarcely believe it to have been his complaint) rendering any exertion 

own. It is called of his voice painful and dangerous, 

T/ie Salopian Squire, Dramatic he went to Edinburgh, and toolc 

Tale. Svo. 1*738. his degrees in physic. Hewa&tfae 
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^atbor of several poems, as> The 
Land of the Muses^ Infancy, The 
Death Song of Loglrok, Poems 
sacred to Love and Beauty, Sec.} 
«dd of three tragedies, viz. 

1. Lucius Junius Brutus, H. P. 

8vo. 1779. 

2. Editha. T. Svo. 1784. Print- 
ed at Exeter. Reprinted 1792. 

3. Beiisarius. T. 8vo. 1786, 
and 1792. 

. Dr. Downman died at Exeter, 
Sept. 23, I8Q9. 

,DowNTON, Thomas, we find 
mentioned (which is all that we 
can learn of him) as author of, 

1 . Friar Fox ondGillim ofBrent^ 
ford. P. 159s. N. P. 
. 2. The Fayvood. P. 1598. N.P.. 

S* Peg of Plymouth. T. IdQg. 
N. P. 

DaAX£> Dr. Jambs. This au- 
thor was more celebrated for his 
political than his dramatic wor^s. 
He was born at Cambridge, in the 
year 1667,* and had a liberal edu- 
cation, fii'st at Wivelingham, and 
afterwards at Eton. On the 20th 
of March 1684, he was admitted 
into the university of Cambridge, 
and some time before the Revolu- 
tion took the degree of B. A. He 
soon afterwards became M. A. and 
inl694M.D. He then removed 
to London, and was chosen fellow 
«f the Royal Society, and of the 
College of Physicians. It may be 
presumed, that his practice in his 
profession was not very con&ider- 
,ab]e, as we find him from this time 
much engaged in many literary 
and political undeitakings. He 
was concerned in a paper called 
Mercurius Politicus, wherein were 
inserted expressions which afford^ 
ed his enemies some grounds for 
a prosecution in theQueen\s Bench. 
This was carried on against him 
with great severity j and, though 
. he was acquitted^ a writ of error 



was brought by Government. This, 
added to repeated disappointments 
and ill-treatmentfrom some of his 
party, threw him at length into a 
fever, of which he died at West- 
minster on the 2d of March 1706-7* 
after a short confinement to hit 
bed. He was the author of 

The Sham Lawyer; or. The 
Lucky Extravagant. Com. 4to. 

I697. 

Drapbr, Matthbw.- Of this 
author we can give no account. 
He wrote one play, called 

The Spendthrift, C. 8vo. 1731* 
DaAYTON,MicuA£L. This gen« 
tleman, who was a poet of great 
renown in the reigns of Queea 
Elizabeth, James I. and Charles I. 
was of a very ancient family, ori- 
ginally descended from the town 
of Drayton in Leicestershire ; but 
his parents removing into War- 
wickshire, he was born at* a lit- 
tle viUage, called Harsul, in that 
county, in J563. While he was 
extremely young, he gave such, 
proofs of a growing genius, as ren- 
dered him a favourite with his 
tutors, and prooured him the pa- 
tronage of some persons of dis-^ 
tinction ) for from his own words 
we may gather, that even at ten 
years of age he had made a con- 
siderable proficiency in the Latjn 
tongue, and was page to a person 
of quality. Sir Aston Cokain men- 
tions his having been for some 
time a student £)t Oxford, tliough 
it is most probable tliat he com- 
pleted his studies at the otlier uni- 
versity. His propensity to poetry 
was extremely strong, even from 
his infancy ; and we find the most 
of his principal pieces published, 
and himseif highly distinguished 
as a poet, by the time he was 
about thirty years of age. k ap- 
pears, from his poem of Moses's 
Birth and Miracles, that he was 
o 3 
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a spectlitor at Dover of th6 fdmoud Coxeter tells us, that he has seeA 
Spanish Armada, and it is not im- an old MS. to the play called 
probable, that he was engaged in The Merry Devil of Edmonton, 
some military employment there. C. 4to. 16O8. 
It is certain, that not only for his which declares it to have been- 
merit as a writer, but his valuable written by Michael Drayton, Esq. 5 
qualities as a man, he was held in but this, for the reason assigned 
high estimation, and strongly pa- under its article m the third vo- 
tronized by several personages of lume, can hardly have been writ- 
consequence ;* particularly by Sir ten by him. Meres, however, 
Henry Goodeie, Sir Walter Aston, speaks of him as a writer of tra- 
and the Countess of Bedford } to gedy, and proiiounces the follow- 
the first of whom he bwns himself' ingeulogium on hira flF'U*s Trea^ 
indebted for grteat part of his edu- sury, p;28l) : **" As 'Aulas Persius 
cation, and by the second h6 was *^ Flaccus is reported among al 
for many years supported, " writers to be of an honest lif(ft 

At the coronation of King '' and upright conversation, so 
James I. Sir Walter Aston' fixed ** Michael Drayton (quern, ioties 
on Mr. Drayton as one of the ^' honoris et amoris causa nomikQj 
'squires to attend hitn it his crea- '^ among schollers,souldeei:s,poets, 
tion of knight of the fiath; and it ** and all sorts of people, is helde 
has been alleged th^t, during '* for a man of vertuous disposi- 
-King James's minority, our poet *' tion,. honest conversation, and 
was itistrumental in a correspond- '^ wel governed cariage, which is 
ence carried on betweefn that '^ almost meraculous among good 
Prince and Queen £lizabeth. This ^^ wits in these declining and cor- 
assertion, however, wants con-^ ** rupt times, when there is no- 
firmation j and the rather, as we " thing but rogery in villanous 
find that, though Drayton did un- '^ maii, and when cheating and 
questionably stoop to gross flattery '^ craftines is counted the cleanest 
to that Monarch, in some poems '^ wit and soundest wisdome.^* 
written bn his accession, yet he This celebrated bard died in 
obtained no preferment from him J 1631,. being sixty-qight years of 
and even his poems themselves age, and was buried among the poets 
met with a very cool and unfa- in Westminster Abbey. Over hi» 
Vourable reception. grave is erected a handsome table. 

His works are very numerous, monument of blue marble, adorn- 
and so elegant, that his manner ed with his effigies in busto lao- 
lias been copied by many modern reated. 

writers of eminence since. AtnSng The following dramatic pieces 
these the most celebrated one is the ' (none of which, however, are e*- 
Poly-Olbion, which is a description . tant J have been ascribed to the pen 
of the several parts of this isljfnd, of Dray ton: 
in twelve foot verse, and contained 1* Connan, Prince of Oomumlh 
m thirty books, or,' as the author P. ISgS. N. P- 
has himself called them. Songs. 2. Earl Godwin and his Three 

Neither Langbaine, Jacob, nor Sons, Part 11. 1598. N. P. 
any ofthe other writers^ have men- 3". The First tXtvil Wears in 
Honed Urn as 9 dramatist]^ but France S. 1^98. N. P. 
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• 4. Sir Witliam Longsword. P. 
1598. N. P. 

5. If^rs of Henry I. and the 
PrijiceoflVales, P. 1598. N. P. 

6. Worse af eared than hurt, P. 
1598. N. P. 

7. The Two Harpies. P. l602, 
N.P. 

Dreghorn, Lord* SeeMAC- 

lAURIN. 

Drue, Thomas. The veiy 
name of this author \iai been hi- 
therto unknown^ and we are unable 
to give any account of him. From 
the book of the Stationers' Com- 
pany, however, we find he was 
the author of one piece, ascribed 
by Langbaine to Hey wood) ^nd 
joint author with Robert Daven- 
port of another, which has not 
been printed. The first is 

The Life of (he I)utchess of Suf" 
folk. Hist. P. 4to. 1631. 
The other. 

The IVoman **- mistaken. 

Drury, Robert. Of this gen- 
tleman we know nothing more, 
'than that he was an attorney at 
law, and wrote the four following 
pieces, viz. 

1. i)evil of a Duke. B. F. 8vo. 
J732. 

2. Mad Captain. O. 8vo. 1/33. 

3. The Fancy* d Queen. O. 8vo. 
1733. 

4. The JRival Milliners. T. C. 
O.F. 8vo. 1735. 

Drury, William. Little is 
known of this author, who, it may 
be presumed, passed the principa]| 
part of his life abroad,, and died 
there. He was an Englishman; but 
the time and place of his birth are 
unknown. He began to teach 
poetry and rhetoric at the English 
college in Douay, in Oct. I(5l8, 
having been invited thither by Dr. 
JCellison, the president, who had 
at that time drawn the stiidents 
from tke Jesuits' scbools> and wa» 



.providing professors to teach then* 
athomej according to the first id*i 
stitution of the college. Mr.Driiiy 
had been some time prisoner irf 
England, on account of hitf reli- 
gion : but about two years beforo 
was released, at the intercession oi 
Count Gondemar, ambassddcM: 
from Spain, to whom he dedicated 
the plays hereafter mentioned* 
These, we are told, were exhibit-* 
ed with great applause, first pri- 
vately, intherefectory of the col- 
lege, and again in the open court 
or quadrangle, at which all ther 
principal persons of the town and 
university were present. They 
were afterwards published; with 
encomiums in Latin verse, by 
George Leyburn, Thromas Blacks 
loe, Thomas Metcalf, and Robert 
Blandeston, in more than one edi- 
tion, and are as follow : 

1. Aluredus sioe Alfreduii Tra* 
glco-Comedia. 

2. Mors. Com. 

3. Reparatus siife Depasitunti, 
Trag.-Cora. • 

AH printed together, atDouay^ 
12mo. 162&. 

Drydbn, Jobn. As- thievery 
eminent poet had but little con- 
cern with pul^lic afiairs, any farther 
than by his writings, and as'thcr 
incidents of his life had no great 
variety i» them, or at least- very 
few of them are on record,- we 
shall mostly confine ourselves, in 
this detail of his history,- to hia, 
proceedings and progress in lite- 
rary and poetical fame. It will 
therefore be sutRcieiit to inform 
our readers, that he was the son 
of Erasmus Dryden, Esq. ^of Tich-» 
marsh, and grahdson of .Sir Eras- 
mus Ehyden, of Canonsbury, both 
in Northamptonshire, and that he' 
was born August 9, l631, at 
Aldwincle, near Oundie; in the 
said county^ a village, which, aft 
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lie himself informi us, belonged over the Dutch. These pieces at 
to the Earl of Exeter, and which Jength obtained him the favour 
was also famous for giving birth to of the crown j and Sir William 
the celebrated Dr. Thomas Fuller, D*Avenant dying the same year, 
the historian. Mr. Dr)'den was appointed to sue- 
He received the rudiments of his ceed him as poet*laureat. About 
grammar learning at Westminster the same time he engaged himself 
school, under the learned Dr. by contract (says Mr. Baker) to 
Busby, and from thence was re- write four plays in each year ; 
moved to Cambridge, where he which, notwithstanding the asser- 
was entered a pensioner, and ma- tions of some writers, he never 
triculated the dth of July l650. executed ; but it has lately beea 
He took his degree of Bachelor proved, by indisputable authority, 
of Arts in 1653, and was elected that he only contracted to produce 
scholar of Trinity College. Yet, in three in every year. This agree- 
his earlier days he gave no very ex- ment^ however, he never perform- 
traordinary indications of genius ; ed, as appears from an original 
for, even the year before he quitted paper, signed by the players with 
the univorsity, he wrote a poem whom he made this stipulation) 
on the death of Lord Hastings, whichispresei-vedinMr. Malone's 
which was by no means a presage Supplement to Skakspeare, vol. i. 
of that ani>ffiing perfection in poe- pi 395 ; and indeed it will be seen, 
tical powers which he afterwards that from 1 664 (The Rival Ladies) 
possessed. His first play, viz. The to I694 (Love TriumphantJ , a 
IFild Gallant, did not appear till periodofthirtyyears, only twenty- 
he was about thirty-one years of seven dramas were produced by 
«ge» and then met with such in- }iim. Shakspeare, in twenty-five 
different success, that had not ne- years, produced thirty-seven plays* 1 
cessity afterwards compelled him In 1675, the Earl of Rochester, 
to pursue the arduous task, the whose envious and malevolent dis« 
English stage had perhaps never position would not permit him toi 
been favoured with some of its see growing merit meet with its 
brightest ornaments. due reward, and was therefore 
But to proceed more tegularly. sincerely chagrined at the applause 
On the death of Oliver Cromwell with which Mr. Dryden's dra- 
he wrote some heroic stanzas to matic pieces had been received, 
bis memory ; but on the Restora- was determined, if possible, to 
tion, being desirous of ingratiating shake his interest at court, and 
hitnself with the new court, he succeeded so far as to recommend 
produced, first, a po<:m, entitled Mr. Crowne, an author by no 
Astrcea Beduac, and afterwards a means of equal merit, and at thac 
panegyric to the King on his co- time of an obscOre reputation, to 
tonation. In 1G6'2, he addressed write a masque for the court, which 
a poem to the Lord Chancellor certainly belonged to Mr. Dr}'den*s 
Hyde, presented on New Year's ofHce as poet-iaureat. Nor wAs 
Day ; and in the same year a satire this the only attack, nor indeed the 
on the Dutch. In 1668 appeared most potent one., that Mr. Dry den '^ 
bis Annus Mirabilis, which was justly-acquired fame drev^ on him; 
an historical poem in celebration for, some years before, the Duke of 
•f t^e Duke of York's victory B^ckingham^ a man of not much 
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better character than Lord Ro- Bayes. The re.<ientment shown by 
Chester, had most severely ridiculed the two peers was very different ; - 
«everal of our author's playg, in his Lord Rochester, who was a coward 
admired piece called The Rehearsal, as well as a man of the most de* 
But though the intrinsic wit which praved morals^ basely hired thte^ 
runsthrougb that performance can- ruffians to cudgel Dryden in a 
not even to this hour fail of excit- coffee-house; but the Duke of 
ing our laughter^ yet at the same Buckingham, as we are told» in a 
time it ought not to be the standard more open manner, took that task 
on which we should fix Mr. Dry- on himself, and at the same time 
den's poetical reputation, if we presented him with a purse, con- 
consider that the pieces there ridi- taining no very trifling sum of 
cuied are not any ofthose which are money; felling him, that lie gave 
looked on as the f:hef-d'oeuvres him the beating as a punishment 
of this author ; that the very pas- for his impudence, but bestowed 
sages burlesqued are frequently, the gold on him as a Reward for 
in their original places,, much less his wit. 

ridiculous than .when thus de- In l6S0 was published a trans* 

tacbed, like a rotten limb, from lationofOvid*s iiljoi^//^ in Euglish 

the body of the work, exposed verse, by several bands, two of* 

to view with additional distortions, which, together with the preface, 

and divested of that connexion were by Mr. Dtyden. In l68% 

with the other parts, which, while came out his Religio Laid, de* 

it preserved, gave it not only sym- signed as a defence of revealed 

metry but beauty; and lastly, that religion, against Deists, Papists, 

the various inimitable excellencies, &c. and in 1^84 he published a 

which the critic has &unk in obli- translation of M. Maimbpurg*s 

vion, are inHnitely more numerous History of the League, which he 

than the deformities which he has had undertaken by the command 

thus industriously brought forth to of King Charles II. On the death 

our immediate inspection^ of that prince, he wrote a poem 

Mr. Dryden, however, did not sacred to his memory, entitled^ 

sufier these auacks to pass with Threnodia Augustalisi 
impunity; for, in 1 679, there came Soon after th^ accession of King 

out an Essay on Satire, said to be James II. our author changed his 

written joiutly by him and the religion for that of the church of 

EarlofMuJgrave, containing some ^ome, and wrote two pieces in 

very severe reflections on the Earl vindication of the Romish tenets, 
of Rochester and the Dutchess of viz A Defence nf the Papers writ*- 

Portsmouth, v. ho, it is notimpro- ten by the late King, of bUssed 

bable, might l;e a joint iastr^^lent Memory, found in his strong Box% 

in the above-: ventioned affront and the Celebrated poem, after*- 

sliown to Mr. Dryden ; and, in wards answered by Lord Halifax 

iCai, he publi-hed his Absalom and Prior, entitled The Hind and 

find Achitophel, in which the well- the Panther, hy this extraordinary 

kt>own character of Ziniri, drawn step he not only engaged himself 

for the Duke of Buckingham, is in controversy, and incurred much 

certainly severe enough to repay censure and ridicule from his coo ♦ 

all the ridicule thrown on him by temporary wits; but, on thecotn^ 
that noblemaU/ in the character of pletjon of the Ilevolution^ b^kK, 
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bn accouiit of his newly-chdsen 
religion, disqualified from bearing 
any office under the government, 
he was stripped of the laurel, 
which, to his still greater mortifi- 
cation, was bestowed on Shadwell, 
a man to whom he had a most 
settled aversion ; and on whom he 
had. Jour years hrfore, written 
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and Persius, in the first of wfiicfif 
ho had a considerable hand, aniS^ 
of the latter the entire execution * 
In 1695 was irablished his pros^^ 
version of Fresnoy's j4rt of Paint^^ 
ing ; and the year l6g7 gave th 
world that translation of Virgil' 
works entire, which still does, ancL 
perhaps ever will, stand foremost 



that very severe poem> called Mac among the attempts made on that 



Flecknoe. 

It has been commonly stated, 
that Mac Fkcknoe was written, in 
resentment, on Shadweirs suc- 
ceeding Dryden in the laureatship^ 
but this could not be the case, as 
Mac Flechnoe was printed in a 
•collection of poems, in London, 
6vo. 1684, and Dryden did not 
lose the laurel till 1688. To add 



author. The petUe pieces of this^ 
eminent writer, socii as pro^ 
logues, epilogues, epitaphs, ele-- 
gies, songs, &c. are too numerous 
to be specified here. They have 
been collected into volumes, and 
are now incorporated in his works 
among the £nglish poets. His 
Fables, the last work he published,, 
consist of many of the most in- 



confirmation to this assertion, let teresting stories in Homer, Qvid, 

it be observed, that Langbaine, Boccace, and Chaucer, translated 

vrho well knew both Dryden and or modernized in the most elegant 

Shadwell, and had an evident par- and poetical manner, together with 

ttality for the latter, makes the some original pieces, among which 

following remark : *' Mr^ Dryden, is that amazing Ode on St, Caea,'^ 

** I (fere presume, little imagined, lia's Day 5 which, though written 

*' whfn he writ that satire of Mac in the very decline of its author's 

*' Fleckno, that the subject he life, and at a period when old age 

" theikse so much exposes and ridi- and ^stress conspired as it were ta 



*' culjss, should have ever lived to 
'* have succeeded him in wearing 
*' the bays.'* 1.angb. Dram, Poet, 
p. 44^, edit. I691. 

Dryden*8 circumstances had 
jiever been affluent j but, n6w be- 
ing deprived of this little support, 
he found himself reduced to the 
necessity of writing for mere bread. 
We consequently find him from 
this period engaged in performances 
of lalKnir as well as genius, viz. in 
translating works of others ; and 
to this necessity perhaps our na- 



damp his poetic ardour and elit> 
the wings of fancy, yet possesses 
so much of botl^, as would be suf- 
ficient to have tendered him im- 
mortal, had he never written a 
single line besides. 

Dryden married the Lady Elr- 
2:abeth Howard, sister to the Earl 
of Berkshire, who survived hirti 
eight years, though for the last 
four of them she was a lunatic, 
having been deprived of her senses 
by a nervous fever. By this lady ' 
he had three sons, who all survived 



tion stands indebted for some of him. Their names were Charles, 

the best translations extant, f n the John, and Henry. Of the last of 

year he lost the laurel, he pub- these we can trace no particulars, 

lished The Life of St, Francis Xa- Of the second, some little accourit 

vier, from the French. In l6Q3 will be given in the succeeding 

^an^eout a translation of Ja venal article > and with respect to thu 
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^dest, there is a circumstance re- leisure, he was invited to th« 
iated by Charles Wilson, Esq. in country-seat of the Earl of Berk- 
Jiis lifeof Congreve, which seems shire, his brother-in-law, to keep 
so well attested, and is itself of so the long vacation ^ith him at, 
^ery extraordinary a nature, that Charlton, in Wilts j his lady was 
"we cannot avoid admitting it to a invited to her uncle Mordaunt's, 
place here. The event is as fol- to pass the remainder of the sum- 
lows : mer. When they came to divide 
Dryden, with all his under- the children, Lady Elizabeth would 
standing, was weak enough to \;>e have him take John, and suffer 
fond of judicial astrology, and used her to take Charles j but Mr, Dry- 
to calculate the nativity of his den was too absolute, and thej 
children. When his lady was in parted in anger 5 he took Charles 
labour with his son Charles, he, with him, and she was obliged to 
being told it was decent to with- be content with John. When the 
draw, laid his watch on the table, fatal day came, the anxiety of the 
beggingoneof the ladies then pre- lady's spirits occasioned such an 
sent, in a most solemn manner, to effervescence of Wood, as threw 
take exact notice of the very mi- her into so violent a fever, that 
nute the child was bom ; which she her life was despaired of, till a 
did, and acquainted him with it. letter came from Mr. Dryden, re- 
About a week after, when his lady proving her for her womanish cre- 
vras pretty well recovered, Mr. dulity, and assuring her that hef 
L Tden took occasion to. tell her child was well,which recovered her 
thai he bad been calculating j the spirits; and in six weeks after, she 
child's nativity, and observed, received an eclaircisement of the 
with grief, that he was born in an whole affair. Mr. Dryden, either 
evil hour, for Jupiter, Yenus, and » through fear of being reckoned 
the Sun, were all under the earth, superstitious, or thinking it a 
and the lord of his ascendant af- iscience beneath his study, was ex* 
flicted with a hateful square of tremely cautious of letting any one 
Mars and Saturn. '* If he lives to know that he was a dealer in as- 
*' arrive at the 8th year,** says he, trology ; therefore could not ex*- 
*' he will go near to die a violent cuse his absence, on his son's an^* 
•' death on his very birth -day; but niversary, from a general hunting-- 
" if he should escape, as I see but match Lord Berkshire had made,^ 
• •' small hopes, he will, in the 23d to which all the adjacent gentle- 
'* year, be under the very same evil men were invited. When he went 
'* direction; and if he should escape out, he took care to set the boy^ 
•' that also, the 33d or 34th year a double exercise in the Latin 

** is, I fear ** Here he was in- tongue, which he taught his chil* 

terrupted by the immoderate grief dren himself, with a strict charge 

of his lady, who could no longer not to stir out of the room till his 

Jiear calamity prophesied to be- return ; well knowing the task he 

fay her son. The time at last had set him would take up longer 

<;at)3e, and August was the inau- time. Charles was performing his 

spicious month in which young duty, in obedience to his father; 

Dryden was to enter into the 8th but, as ill fate would have it, the 

year of his age. The court being stag made to^a^ds the house ; ami 

ia pr(^res& and Mr. Dryden at the uuise alarming tlie servants^ 
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lliey hasted out to see the sport. 
(Oiie of them took young Dryden 
by the hand> and led him out to 
cee it also ; when^ just as they came 
to the gate, the stag, being at bay 
with the dogs, made a bold push, 
and leaped over the court wall, 
which was very low and very old j 
and the dogs following, threw 
down a part of the wall, ten yards 
in length, under which Charles 
Dryden lay buried. He was im- 
mediately dug out, aud after six 
weeks languishing in a dailgerous 
way he recovered: sofarDryden's 
prediction was fulfilled. In the 
twenty-third year of his age, 
Charles fell from the top of an old 
tower belonging to the Vatican 
at Rome, occasioned by a swim- 
ming in his headj with which he 
was seized, the heat of the day 
being excessive. He again reco- 
vered, but was ever after in a 
languishing sickly state. In the 
thirty-third year of his age, being 
returned to England, he was un- 
happily drowned at Windsor. He 
had.with another gentleman swum 
twice over the Thames 5 but re- 
turning a third time, it was sup- 
posed he was taken with the cramp, 
because he called out for help, 
though too late. Thus the father's 
calculation proved but too pro- 
phetical. 

At last, after a long life, ha- 
rassed with the most laborious of 
all fatigues, viz. that of the mind, 
aud continually made anxious by 
distress and difficulty, our author 
departed this life on the first of 
May 1/0], and was interred in 
^Westminster Abbey. Ou the 19th 
of April he had been very bad with 
the gout and erysipelas in one leg ; 
but he was then somewhat reco- 
vered, and designed to go abroad j 
on the Friday following he ate a 
partridge for his supper, and going 





to take a turn in the little garde 
behind his house in Gerard Street 
he was seized with such a violen 
pain under the ball of the great t 
of his right foot, that, unable I 
stand, he cried out for help^ and — 
was carried in by his servants; 
when, upon sending for surgeons, 
they found a small black spot in 
the place affected ; he submitted 
to their present applications, and, 
when gone, called his son Charles 
to him, using these words ; '* I 
'' know this black spot is a morti- 
^' fication : I know also, that it 
'^ will seize my head, and that they 
" will attempt to cut off my leg -, 
** Imt I c©mnaand you, my sou>. 
" by your filial duty, tliat you da 
*' not suffer me to be dismember- 
*' ed." As he foretold, the event' 
proved ; and his son was too du- 
tiful to disobey his father's com« 
mands. 

On the Wednesday m6rning 
following, he breathed his last, 
under the most excruciating pains, 
in the 69th year of his age. 

The day after Mr. Dryden's 
death, the Dean of Westminster 
sent word to Mr. Dryden's widow, 
that he would make a present of 
the ground, and all other abbey- 
fees, for the funeral : the Lord 
Halifax likewise sent to the Lady 
Elizabeth, and to Mr. Charles 
Dryden, offering to defray the ex- - 
penses of our poet's funeral, and 
afterwards to bestow five hundred 
pounds on a monument, in the 
Abbey j which generous offer was 
accepted. Accordingly, on Sunday 
following, the company being as- 
sembled, the corpse was put into a 
velvet heaVse, attended by eighteen 
mourning coaches. When they 
were just ready to move. Lord Jef- 
ferys, son of Lord Chancellor Jef- 
ferys, a name dedicated to infamy, 
with some of his rakish companiooi 



205 



DRY 

riding by, asked whose funeral it 
was J and being told it was Mr. 
Dry den *s, he protested he should 
not be buried in that private man- 
ner; that he would himself, with 
the Lady Elizabeth's leave, have 
the honour of the interment, and 
would bestow a thousand pounds 
on a monument in the Abbey for 
bim. This put a stop to their 
procession j and the Lord JefFerys, 
with several of the gentlemen who 
had alighted from their coaches, 
went up stairs to the lady, who 
was sick in bed. His Lordship re- 
peated the purport of what he had 
said below ; but the Lady Elizabeth 
refusing her consent, he fell on 
his knees, vowing never to rise till 
his request was granted. The lady, 
under a sudden surprise, fainted 
away ; and Lord JefFerys, pretend- 
ing to have obtained her consent, 
ordered the body ]to be carried to 
Mr. RusseFs, an undertaker in 
Cheapside, and to be left there till 
further orders. In the mean time 
the Abbey was lighted up, the 
ground Opened, the choir attend- 
hig, and the bishop waiting some 
h(>ur8 to. no purpose for the corpse. 
The next day Mr. Charles Dryden 
waited on my Lord Halifax and 
the bishop } and endeavoured to 
excuse his mother, by relating the 
truth. Three days after, the un- 
dertaker, having received no or- 
ders, waited on the Lord JefFerys; 
who pretended it was a drunken 
frolic, that he remembered nothing 
of the matter, and he might do 
what he pleased with the body. 
Upon this, the undertaker waited 
on the Lady Elizabeth, who desired 
a day *s respite, which was granted. 
Mr. Charles Dryden immediately 
wrote to the Lord JefFerys, who 
returned for answer, that be knew 
nothing of the matter, and would 
be. troubled no more about it. Mr. 
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Dryden hereupon applied again to 
the Lord Halifax and the Bishop 
of Rochester, who absolutely re-* 
fused to do any thing in the affair. 

In this distress. Dr. Garth, who 
had been Mr. Dryden *s intimate 
friend, sent for the corpse to the 
College of Physicians, and pro- 
posed a subscription ; which suc- 
ceeding, about three weeks after 
Mr. Dryden*s decease. Dr. Garth 
pronounced a fine Latin oration 
over the body, which was con- 
veyed from the College, attended 
by a numerous train of coaches, to 
Westminster Abbey, but in very 
great disorder. At last the corpse 
arrived at the Abbey, which wa$ 
all unlighted. No organ played, 
no anthem sung ; only two of the 
singing boys preceded the corpse, 
who sqng an qde of Horace, with 
each a small candle in their hand. 
When the funeral was over, Mr, 
Charles Dryden sent a challenge 
to Lord Jefferys, who refusing to 
answer it, he sent several others, 
and went often himself; but coul<L 
neither get a letter delivered, not 
admittance to speak to him ; 
which so incensed him, that, find- 
ing his Lordship refused to answer 
him like a gentleman, he resolved 
to watch an opportunity, and brave 
him to fight, though with all the 
rules of honour 5 which his Lord- 
ship hearing, quitted the town^ 
and Mr. Charles never had an op-, 
portunity to meet him, though he 
sought it to his death,' with' the 
utmost application, 

Mr. Dryden had no monument- 
erected to him for several years ; 
to which Mr. Pope alludes in his 
epitaph intended for Mr. Rowe, 
in this line : 

Beneath a rude and nameless stone h* 
lies. 

In a note upon which we are 
informed^ that the tomb of Mtl 
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Dryden was erected upon thU bint, he underwent, and the necessity Im- ^ 
ty Sheffield Duke of Buckingham, consequently lay under of comply^ ^ 

to which was originally intended ing with the public taste, howeve^'^ 

this epitiph i depraved, we shall surely not re^^- — 

Thif Sheffield rais'd. The sacred dust ^u«e our pardon to the compellec:3 

below writer, nor our credit to those oi 

VTts Dryden once; the rest who does his contemporaries, who were in- 

not know . timately acquainted with him, an<] 

Which was afterwards changed into who have assured us there was no— 

the plain inscription now upon it, thing remarkably vicious in his^ 

"vifc, I. DRYDJEN, personal character. 

Natus Aug. 9, 1631. From some parts of bis history 

^.?^'^^^?'^*il'' V^^' .. . he appears unsteady, and to have 

Johannes bhcfficld. Dux Buckmghami. ^^ J^^^^jj temporized with the 

^^ ^ . ,. Ttr . several revohitions m church and 

Mr. Dart, m his poem on West. ^^^^^. ^his, however, might in 

mmster Abbey, takes notice of ^^^^ measure have been owing to 

this ; and, after having mentioned ^^at natuial timidity and diffidence 

something of Mr. Dryden 8 cha- jn his disposition, which almost all 

racterj says : the writers seem to agree in his 

«* This Sheffield knew, hor trifled with possessing.. Congreve, whose au* 

^«. hisfanje; thority cannot be suspected, has 
«* But only bade the btisto War his z ^ u ^ ^ r u- 

-.-T^ .f given us such an account of him, 
name. it* • • 

as makes bim appear no less amw 

Mr. Dryden's character has been able in his private character as a 
▼ery differently drawn by differ- ^an, than he was illustrious in his 
ent hands j some of which have public one as a poet. In thb 
Exalted it to the highest degree of former light, according to that 
commendation, and others debased gentleman, he was humane, com- 
it to the severest censure. The passionate, forgiving^ and sincerely 
latter, however, we must ascribe to friendly 5 of an extensive read- 
that strong spirit of party, which ing, a tenacious memory, and a 
.prevailed during great part of ready communication j gentle in 
Dryden*s time, and ought there- the corrections of the writings of 
fore to be taken with^eat allow- others, and patient under the re- 
Bnces. Were we indeed to form prehension of his own deficiencies; 
a judgment of the author from easy of access himself, but slow 
some of his dramatic writings, we and diffident in his advances to 
should perhaps be apt to conclude others 5 and of all men the most 
him a man of the most licentious modest and the most easy to be 
morals 5 many of his comedies con- discountenanced in his approaches, 
taining a great share of looseness, either to his superiors or his equals, 
even extending to obscenity 5 but As to his writings, he is perhaps 
if we consider that, as the poet the happiest in the harmony of his 
-telis us, numbers, of any poet who ever 
Those who live to please, must please to lived either before or since his 
iive ; time, not even Mr. Pope himself 
if we then look back on the scan- excepted. His imagination is ever 
dalous license of the age he lived warm, his images are noble, his de- 
in, the indigence which at times scriptions beautiful, and his sen- 
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ts just and becomings In ^' parts did not declii^e with hi* 

ose he is energetic without *^ years, but that he was an im- 

ast, concise without pedantry, *' proved writer to the last, even 

lear without prolixity. As a " to near seventy years of age^^ 

iiist he has, perhaps, the least '^ improving even in fire and ima- 

of all ^is writings ; and, in- ^' gination as well as in judgment j 

the fair confession which he *' witness his Ode on St. Ccecilia's 

lade of his unfitness for the " Day, and his Fables, his latest 

g of .comedy (and his comic '^ penormance. He was equally 

It is that have heen the most ^' excdlent in verse and prose. 

:ly handled by the critics) '' His prose had all the clearnesi 

I, one might imagine, have '^imaginable, without deviating 

sufficient to silence the cla- ^' into the language or diction of 

of that snarling band. The '^ poetry. In his poems, his dic- 

;e is in his admirable Essay " tion is, whenever his subject re- 

ramaiic Poeiry : *' I want '^ quires it, so sublime, and so truly 

^s he) that gaiety of humour '' poetical, that its essence, like 

. is required in it. My con- "that of ' pure gold, cannot be 

jation is slow and dull, my '^ destroyed. Take his verses, ^nd 

iiour saturnine and reserved. '^ divert them of their rhymes^ 

ihortj I am none of those who '^ disjoint them of their numtiers, 

eavour to break jests in com- '* transpose theirexpfessions,make 

y, and make repartees 5 so '^ whait arrangement or disposition 

t those who decry my come- '' you please in * his vvords 5 yet 

», do me no injury, except it '* shall there eternally be jpoeiry, 

in point of profit. Reputa- "and something which will be 

I in them is the last thing to " found incapable of being re- 

ich I shall f)retenfd." " duced to absolute prose. What 

tragedy also he seems to have " he has done in any one species 

very diffident of liis own me- ^' or distinct kirtd of writing would 

ad conscious of the disad- "have been sufficient to have ac- 

jes hp lay under from his " quired him a very gr6at iiame. 

slled necessity of rendering " If he had. written nothing but 

ieces popular -, and though " his prefaces, or nothing bht his 

are many of them which are " songs and his prologue^, each 

excellent, yet he tells us, " of them woiild have entitled 

le never wrote any thing in ^' him to the preference and dis- 

amatic way to please himself " tinction of excelling * in its 

\\s All fof Love. Mr. Con- "kind." 

has borne the following To the foregoing, let us add 

J testimonial to his poetical these lines by Mr. Addisori, in his, 

: Account of the greatest English 

may venture (says that gen- Poets, written April 3, 1694 : 

nan) to say, in general terms, « But see where artful Dryden next ap- 

t no man has written in our pcare, 

^uage so much, and such " Grown old in rhyme, but charming 

ious matter, and in so va-^ .^ ^ ^^^ *** X^^"^- 

is manners, so well. Another Mus^lffo^ds ""' ' "^^"^ ^''"*^^^ 

ig, rraay say, ^as very pe- c< jhc swcct^'i numbei«i^nd the fittest 

lar to him : which i3> that bi& words* 
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** Whether \n comic sounds or tiasic ain 
'^ She forms her voice, she moves our 

smiles or tears. 
•* If satire, or heroic strains, she writes, 
♦* Her hero pleases, and her satire bites, 
•* From hci no bar^h unartful numbers 

fall ; 
''She wears all dresses, and she cha/ms 

in all.'* 

Besides bis other numerous 
writings, he was aqthor of, and 
concerned in, the following dra- 
matic pieces, viz. 

1. The mid GalUifft. C. Acted 
1663. This was his- fiist piece', 
bat we believe not pridted before 
l66g. 4to. 

2. The Rival Ladies. T. C. 4to. 
1664, 
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21 . The Duke of Guve. T. 4(0, 
1683. 

22. Jlbion and Allanms. Op- 
Fol. 168.5. 

23. Don Selastian. T. 4to. l^^* 

24. Amphytrion, C, 4to. l6^^- 
15. King Arthur. D. O. 4.^0. 

1691. 

216. Cleomenes ; or. The Sparf^^ 
Hero. T. 4to. 1692. 

27. Love triumphant. T.C. 4 
1694. 

He also brought upon the stag^^ * 
play, of which he only wrote o^^^* 
scene, called 

The Mistaken Husband. Coc^^' 
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4to. 1675. 

The disorderly manner in whi<^-^ 

3. The Indian Emperour, T. C. Dryden's funeral was conducted ^^ 

4to. 1667. ascertained by a satirical poenc^^ 

4- Secret Love*, or. The Maiden entitled Description of Mr. Drtf^ 

Queen. T. C. 4to. I668. den*s Funeral, printed in fol. 1760^- 

5. S&r Martin Mar-alL C. 4to. The author of diese verses, how-^ 
IG6&, ever, makes no mention of th^ 

6. The Tempest. C. 4to. I670. outrages said to have been com-*' 

7. Tyrcmnick Love ; or. The mitted by the son of Lord JeHerysr- 
JJ^a/ Martyf. T. 4to. I670. Had such a circumstance happen-^ 

8. An Evening^ s Love -, ot. The cd, he hardly would have omitte(S 

it. This writer asserts, that the? 



lHoek Astrologer. C. 4to. 1 67 1. 

9. The Conquest of Grenada, T. 
4to. 1672. 

JO, Ahnanzor andAlmahide; or. 
The Conquest of Granadfi. Part II. 
4to. 1672. 

11. Marriage Alamode. C. 4to. 
I(5t73. 

12. The Assignation ; or. Love 
in a Nunnery. C. 4to. I673. 

13. Amboyna, T. 4to. I673. 

14. The State of Imiocence, and without merit : 
Tall of Man. O. 4 to. 1 676. 

15. Aurengzebe. T. 4to. 1676. 

16. All for Love. T. 4to. I678. 

17. CEdipus. T. 4to. 1679. 

18. Troilus and Cressida, T. 
4to, 1679. 

19. The Kind Keeper 5 or, Mr, 
JAmberham. C. 4co. 1680. 

70. The Spanish Fryar. T. C. 
4to^l6Sl.' 



expense of the funeral was de* 
frayed by Lord Halifax. ; 

'* — such as wrote our country to enslave^ 
'* His kindness follows even to the grave* 
** He the great bard at his own ciafge i»r 

ters^ 
•* And dying vice to living woi^hpreCers." 

The following lines, in which 
Dr. Garth is described, are not 



<< But stay, my Muse, the learned Garth 

appears, 
** He sighing comes, and is half drown'd 

in tears; 
** The famous Garth, whom learned poet< 

call 
" Knight of the order of the urinal. 
** He of Apollo learn'd h?s wondrous skill, 
*' He taught him how to sing, and ho¥i^ 

to kill; . ' 
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le sends unto tihe darksome 

e 

jrs also with an epitaph *. 

ain'd the audience with ora- 

» 

cry new, yet something out 

,shif>n ; 

: the hearers are with learning^ 

» 

in the language of the beast ; 
nounc'd, the sound and sense 
;s 

y mouse talks better in a 
>e. 
lim the sons of music pass 

der Horace in confounded 

snumcnt, more durable than 

9 

fac*d by every chanting ass. 
at Tyburn doom*d to take a 

ay to hear such miserable 

epigram printed shortly 
;ath, we learn that Dry- 
evere^ unani mated coun- 

;ye he shows> and no svfeet 

re, 

in truth a favourite of na- 

^rams on the Paintings 
st eminent Afasters, by 

8V0.1700. 
sity is interested in every 
relating to so great a 
bllowing anecdotes are 
orth preserving: " I 
?r plain John Dtyden 
riter in The Gentleman's 
e, for Febmary 1745, 
then eighty-seven years 
before he paid his court 
great, in one uniform 

of Norwic^i drugget, 
at tarts with him and 
Reeve [an actrees, who 
flen's mistress, and the 

^s,ln one of his MSS* men- 
irth's epitaph on Dryden was 
ion. It is nQi how,CYcr, wc 
extant. 
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. " original performer of Amarilli^ 
'* in The Rehearsal], at the Mul- 
" berry Garden, when our author 
*' advanced to a sword and che^ 
" dreux^ wig. [This was probably 
'• the wig that Swift has ridiculed 
" in The Battle of the Books.^i 
" Posterity is absolutely mistaken 
'' as to that great man: Though 
'^ forced to be a satirist, he w^s 
*' the mildest creature breathing, 
** and the readiest to help the 
" young and deserving. Though 

his cohiedies are horribly full of 

double entendre, yet it was ow- 
*' ing to a false compliance for a 
*' dissolute age : he was in com-* 
" pany the modestest man that 
*' ever conversed." 

He had, however, as Dr. John- 
son has observed, no mean opi- 
nion of his own abilities. Of tnid 
an anecdote, which a late learned 
judge used to relate to his son, . af- 
terwards n dignitary in the church, 
is a sufficient proof. In his youth 
he frequelited Will's coffee-house, 
and occasionally. entered into con- 
versation with the old bard. Soon 
after the first appearance of Alex-^ 
ander's Feast, he congratulated the . 
author on his having produced an 
ode which the whole town con- 
sidered as the best composition of 
that kind that had ever been writ* 
ten. " Why, it is so (said Dry- 
*' den) ; and I will telTyou further, 
" young man 5 it is tlie best odev 
'* that ever will be written." 

For the first play of Dryden, 
which was published by the eldet 
Ton son, the price given was twenty 
pounds. This sum the bookseller 
(whose shop was then in the street 
near Gray's Inn) was unable to 
raise without applying to Abel 
Swale, then a bookseller in Little 
Britain, who advanced the money 
for a moiety of the profits. The 
play sold; and Tongon was en« 
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fdned, with some valuable notes, 
te is also the translator from 
Aristophanes of 

The Frogs. C. 4to. 1785. 

Dupuis, Thomas Skelton. To 
a writer of this name we find 
ascribed 

Elijah. Orat. 4to. 1789- 

D*Urfey, Thomas. This au- 
thor, who is more generally spoken 
of by the familiar name of Tom, 
was descended from an ancient fa- 
mily in France, His parents, be- 
ing Hugonots^ fled fibra Rochelle 
before it was besieged by Lewis 
XUL in 1628, and settled at 
Exeter, where this their son was 
born, but in what year is uncer- 
tain. He was originally bred to 
the law 5 but soon finding that pro- 
fession too saturnine for his volatile 
and lively genius, he quitted it, to 
become a devotee of the Muses ; 
in which he met with no sniall suc- 
cess. His dramatic pieces, which 
are very numerous, were in general 
well received ; yet there is not 
bne of them now on the muster- 
roll of acting plays; that licen- 
tioushess of intrigue) looseness of 
sentiment, and indelicacy of wit, 
^hich were their strongest recom- 
mendations to the audiences for 
Whom' they were wi itten, having 
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casions, and were of no littld 
service to the party in whose cau89 
he wrote J which, together with 
his natural vivacity and good- 
humour, obtained him the f&voot 
of great numbers of persons of all 
ranks and conditions. The Daks 
of Albemarle, son of General 
Monk, had him frequently at hi» 
table to divert his company in that 
way ; of which he was not a little 
vain, as we m^y gather firom part 
of a song made upon him at that 
time: 

— -** He pra^s like a parrot j 
** He sups with the Duke, 
<* And he lies in a garret." 

Nay, even crowned heads havt 
condescended to admit him to their 
presence, and seemed not a little 
diverted by hinv It is no wonder 
to hear this of ^ merry a monarch 
as Charles the Second ', but even 
King William, who was of so re- 
served a' temper, and so little fond 
of music, or any amusements of 
that kind, would needs have>D*Ur- 
fey one night to sing to him 5 and 
. a gentleman, who was commanded 
to accompany his voice with his 
instrument, related, that the King 
laughed very heartily, and ordered 
him a present; but not quite so 
much as Queen Anne afterwards 



f 



very justly banished them from gave him for singing a song to her, 

the sta^ m this period of purer ^^^^^^ ^^ ^ ^^ ^-^^^^^^ ^^^^ 

taste. Yet are they very far from worthy and respectable lady the 

bemg totally devoid of merit. The princess Sophia, ElectressDowageis 



of Hanover 3 which began, 

*' The crown is too weighty 
** For shoulders of eighty ;** 



plots are in general busy, intricate, 
and entertaining; the characters 
not ill drawn, although rather too 
iarcical 3 and the language, if not 

fierfectlj correct,, is yet easy, and and for which Her Majesty or* 

well adapted for the dialogue of dered him fifty gu'meas.. 
tomedy. But what obtained Mr. He was strongly attached to th» 

D*Urfey his greatest reputation, Tory interest; and, in the latter 

iBva's, a peculiarly happy knack par( of Queen Anne*8 reign, had 

^e possessed in the writing of sa- frequently the honour of diverting 

tires and irregular odes. Many that*^ Princess with witty catches 

•f these weie upon temporary oc- and songs of bu04pur^ suited to the 
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Spirit of the {fines, written by him- 
self, and which he sung in a liveljr 
and entertaining manner: and the 
author of The Guardian, who, in 
No. 67, has given a very huoio- 
TOQs account of Mr. D*Urfey, with 
a view to recommend him to the 
public notice for a benefit play, 
tells us, that he remembered King 
Charles II. leaning on Tom D' Ur- 
iel's shoulder more than once, and 
humming over a song with him. 

He was certainly a very divert- 
ing companion, and a cheerful, 
honest, good-natured man ; so that 
he was the delight of the most po- 
lite companies and conversations, 
from the beginning of Charles I I.'s 
to the latter part of King Geo. I.'s 
reign ; and many an honest gentle- 
man got a reputation in his coun- 
ty by pretending to have been in 
company with Tom D'Urfey : yet, 
so universal a favourite as he was^ 
it is apparent, that, towards the 
latter part of his life, he stood in 
need of assistance to prevent his 
passing the remainder of it in a 
cage like a singing-bird 5 for, to 
speak in his own words, as repeated 
by the above-named author, " af- 
*' ter having written more odes 
" than Horace, and about four 
*' times as many comedies as Te- 
*^ rence, he found himself re- 
*^ duced to great difficulties by the 
** importunities of a set of men, 
" who of late years had furnished 
** him with the accommodations 
*• of life, and would not, as we 
" say, be paid with a song.** Mr. 
Addison then informs us, tliat, in 
order to extricate him from these 
difficulties, he himself immediate- 
ly applied to the directors of the 
playhouse, who very generously 
agreed to act The Plott'mg Sisters, 
2L play of Mr. D'Urfey's, for the 
benefit of its author. What the rer 
suit of this benefit was^ does nqt 



appear ; but it was probably suffi- 
cient to make him easy, as we find 
him living and continuing to write 
with the same humour and liveli- 
ness to the time of his death, which 
happened on the 26th of February 
1723. What was his age at this 
time is not certainly specified any 
where ; but he must have been con- 
siderably advanced in life; his first 
play, which could scarcely have 
been written before he was twenty 
yAars of age, having made its ap- 
pearance forty-seven years before. 
He was buried in 'the church- 
yard of St. James*s, Westminster j 
against the wall in the south-west 
angle of which church, on the 
outside, is erected a stone to his 
memory, with this inscription : 
" Tom Durfby died Feb. 26, 
'' 1723." 

Those who have a curiosity to 
see his ballads, soiinets, &c. may 
find a large number of them 
brought together in a collection 
in six volumes in duodecimo, 17^9^ 
entitled Wit and Mirth-, or,Pills 
to purge Melancholy ; of whicl^ 
The Guardian, in No. 29, speaks 
in very favourable terms. Th^ 
titles of his dramatic pieces may 
be found in the ensuing list : 

1. Siege of Memphis. T. 4to. 

167^. 

2. Fond Husland 5 or. The Plot* 

ting Sisters. C. 4to. I676. 

3. Madam Fickle. C. 4to. l677* 

4. Fool turned Critic, C. 4to. 

1678. 

5. Trick for Trick. C. 4to.l678. 
* 6^quircOld'Sapp,C. 4to. I679. 

7. Virtuous Wife. C. 4to. 168O. 
IB. Sir Barnaly JfFhigg. C. 4to. 
16S1. 
g. Royalist. C. 4to. l682. 

10. Injur d Princess. T.C. 4to. 
1682. 

11. Comnwfftveahh of Woijnen,^, 
Play. 4to. 1686,. 

p 3 
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12. Banditti Play. 4to. l6s6. 29. The Two Queens af 

13* Foors Preferment, C. 4to. ford, M. F. 8vo. 1721. 



l6S3. 

, 14. Biissy UAmhois, T. 4to. 

1691. 

15. Love for Money, C. 4to. 

1691. 

16. Marriage-hater matched, C. 

4to. 1692. 

17* .Richmond Heiress. C. 4to. 

1693. 

18. 2)on Quixote. C. Part I. 
.4to. 1694. 

19. Don Quixote^ C. Part II. 
.4to. 1694. 

20. Don Quixote. C. Part III. 

.4to. 1696. 

21. Cynthia andEndyndon. D.O. 

4to. 1697- 

22. Intrigues at Versailks, C. 
4to. 1697. 



30. Grecian Heroine. T 
1721. 

31. Ariadne. O. 8vo* 
After his death was pabl 

32. The English Stage 1 
ized. D. E. 8vo. 1727- 

DuTTON, Thomas, A.! 
published 

Pizaxro in Peru^ 8vo. 

[1/99'] 
DwYER, P^W. We fi 

dramatic piece ascribed to ^ 

of this name y viz. 

The Soldier rf Fortune^ 
8vo. N. D. 

Dymock, .. , . To a 



man of this nanrie may be 2 
a translation from Gu^i 
which two editions were 

23. Campaigners, Com* 4ta. in the 17th century. In tb 
1698. cation of the first to Sir i 

24. Massaniello. Thy, in two Dymock, the translators 
Farts. 4to. 1699 ; 4to. 1700. spoken of as his oe^r kins 

25. Bath. C. 4to. 1701. 

26. Wonders in the Sun. CD. 
4to. 1706. 



mentioned to be then de£ 
from the second, to Chai 
mock, Esq. it may be infer 



27. Modern Prophets. C 4to. he was that gentleman's 



N.D. [1709.] 

28. Old Mode and the New, C. 

.4to, N. J). [1709] 



The play is entitled 

// Pastor Fido ; or. The 
Shepheard. 4io, 1602', 12m 



EAR 

See K. F. 



E, 



E c<; 



E.K. 

Earl^, William, Jun. is the 
^on of a respectable bookseller in 
Albemarle Street, Piccadilly, and 
Jias written two dramatic pieces, 
yiz. 

1. Natural Faults. C. 8vo: 179^. 

2, The yUlagers, PeJLite Piece. 

jj.p; 



ECGLIBS, Al^BROSB. T 

tleman was a native of 
wh6, after a regular course 
cation in the ct^lege of 
went to the Continent, ii 
1:0 make what is called th( 
Europe. From France 
ceeded to Italy; but il 
(Compelled him to forego 
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^^ prdsecutiod of his design, find '* ing to the comforts of his sur- 

*o return home. Idolizing Shak- *' rounding tenantry, and exhibit- 

*peare, he often lamented that his " ing a model worthy the imita* 

^amas had sneered in their struc- *' tion of every country gentle-* 

^Ure from the ignorance or care- " man." 
, l^ssness of the first editors. This Ecclestone, Edward. Of 

determined him to attempt a trans- this gentleman we know no more 

i position of the scenes, in different than that he was author of one 

places, from the order in which dramatic piecrf, entitled 
^ey havje 'been handed down by Noah*s Flood. O. 4to. 1 67(i* 

Successive editions. *' This," says It was afterwards republished by 

^e, in a modest preface to his edi* two difierent titles, viz. 
^ ion of Lear, '< wiU* doubtless be The Cataclysm, l6d5 ; and 
*• tbdught by many a hafdy inno- The Deluge^ 1^1. 
*'*vatioh; but if it be considered Echard, Lawrence. This 

^* in what a disorderly and neg- gentleman was the son of Thomas 

* lected state this author*s pieces Echard, a clergyman, and waf 




arly 

*"' hitherto preserved their original house of his father; and at the 
•' arrangement, the presumption age of seventeen. May 26, 1687, 
^' with which this attempt is was admitted a sizer of Christ's 
^' chargeable, will admit of much College, in Cambridge, where he 
^' extenuation; and it were at least took the degrees oiP fi. A. in l6g\, 
"•' to be wished, that no privilege and of M. A. in 1695. He after- 
*•' of alteration more injurious to wards entered into holy orders, and 
**' Shakspeare had ever been as- was presented to the living of 
*' sumed by any of his editors." Weston and Elkinton, in Lincoln- 
^hat Mr. Eccles attempted, he shire,where he spent above twenty 
accomplished with great ingenuity years of his life. He was also 
and much taste in his editions of made prebendary of Lincoln 2- and, 
the following plays, to each of on the 12th of August 1712, in- 
which he assigned a separate vo- stalled archdeacon of Stow. Bjr 
lume : - / King George the First he was pre- 

1. Cymleline, 8vo. 1793. sented to the livings of Hendel- 

2. King Lear. 8vo. 1793. sham, Socbum,and Alford, inSuf- 

3. Merchant of Venice, Svo. folk, at which places he live4 
1805. about eight years in a continued 

Each volume contains, not only ill state of health. Being advised 
notes and illustrations of variolis to go to Scarborough for the use 
commentators, with remarks by of the waters, he proceeded as far 
the editor, but the several critical as Lincoln j but there declining 
and historical essays that have ap- very fast, he was incapable of pro* 
peared at different times respect- secuting his journey 5 and on the 
ing each piece. Mr. Eccles died l6th of August 1730, going to 
in 1809» at an advanced age, at take the air, he died in his chariot^ 
his seat of Cronroe, Ireland, where, and was buried on the 19th of the 
we are told, he had *' long resided same month in the chancel of St. 
" in elegant hospitality, minister- Mary Magdalen's church in Li»« 
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coin, without any grave- stone or Edwards, Miss. Ofthi 

other monument of him. He ac- we know only that she wrot< 

quired a great^reputalion by his Olho and Rutka! Dram, 

writings, more especially his /i/is- 12mo. 1781. 

t(yry of England, which, though Edwards, P.H. Thisna; 

violently attacked ViyOldmixon, is find prefixed to the following 

Etill held in considerable estima- The Imperial Conspirator 

lion. In the dramatic way he has thrown, A Serio-Burlesqu< 

produced nothing original, nor any formance. 8vo. 1808. 

thing intended for theatrical re- Edwards, Richard. Th 

presentation ; but has, however, early Writer was born in Son 

given the world translations, from shire in 1523, and was adm 

Plautus and Terence, of the nine spholar of Corpus Christi C 

following comedies, viz. in Oxford, under the tuit 

1. Amphytrion, George El herege. May 11, 

2. Epidicus, In the beginning of 1 547, 
S, Rudens* ^yo,l6g4; 12mo, only twenty -four years of a 

1716. Vas elected a student of the 

4. Andrik, tableof Christchurch, at its 

5. Eunuch, at ion by King Henry VI J 

6. Heautontimoroumenos, the same year took his de| 

7. Adelphi, master of arts. In the bet 

8. Hecyra, of Queen Elizabeth, he wa 

9. Phormio, 8vo. \6Q4, one of the gentlemen of h 
Edm^ad, Miss, was author of pel, and teacher of music 

one piece acted at Norwich, called children of the choir. Ch 

ne Events of a Day, Ser. Pr. asserts, but upon what fou 

1795. ,N. P. we know not, that he had a 

Edward the Sixth. It is as- granted him by that mon 

serted by Holland, in his Hero- superintend the children- 

plogia, as quoted by Mr. WalpolC;, chapel as Her Majesty's c< 

p. 23, Royal Authors, vol. i. that pf comedians; or, in other 

this monarch not only wrote notes had a patent as manager of 

from the lectures or sermons he tre royal in that reign. Be 

heard, but composed a most ele- it may, it is certain that 

gant comedy, the title of which esteemed both an excelle 

was and musician 3 ^s many of 1: 

The Whore of Bal-ylon, positions in music (for he 

Of the existence of this piece Mr. only skilled in the iexecuti 

Walpble appears to entertain some also in the theoretical part 

doubt. Tanner, however, from sdence), and his works in 

Bale, mentions it, and quotes a show j for which he was 

single line from it, by which it valued by those that kne 

may seem to h^vp been written in especially his associates in I 

Latin. Inn, of which society he 

Edwards, John, of Old Court, only a member, but ip s 

in the county of WickloT/v, has spects an ornament. 

published one play, viz. He is almost one of < 

Ahruiates Q.ndf Panth^o^, T^ag. dramatic writers, having 

18yp* 1S08, l^ind him jthree pieces wh: 
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^presented on the stage, the latest 
of which as early as 1566. Their 
titles are, 

1. Damon and Pithias, C. 4to. 
N.B. ; 4to. 1582. D. C. 

2. Palneinon and Arcyte. C. in 
two Parts. N. P. we believe. 

The first of these was acted at 
Ciourt and in the university, and is 
t'eprinted in the first volume of 
l)ods3ey's Collection of Old Plays. 
Of the latter, Wood has furnished 
xis with the following anecdote, viz. 
that being acted in Christchurch 
Hall, 15d6, betore Queen Eliza- 
beth, Her Majesty was so much 
delighted with it, that, sending for 
the author to her, ^he was pleased 
to give him many thanks, with 
promise of reward for his pains. 
He also tells us, that in the said 
play was acted a cry of hounds in 
the quadrangle, upon the train of 
a fox in the hunting of Theseus j 
with which the young scholars, 
who stood in the remoter parts of 
the stage and in the windows, were 
so much taken and surprised, sup- 
posing it had been real, that they 
cried out. There, there — he *s caught', 
^ he's caught. All which the Queen 
merrily beholding, said. Oh! ex^ 
cellent ! these hoys in very truth are 
ready to leap out of the windows to 
Jbllow the hounds. He adds, more 7 
over, that at assort of private re- 
hearsal of this piece before the 
Queen's arrival at Oxford, in the 
presence of certain courtiers, it was 
so well like-d by them, that they 
said it far surp3sse4 Damm and 
Pithias, than which they thought 
nothing could be better; nay, some 
even said, that if the author pro- 
ceeded to write any more plays 
before his death, he would certain- 
ly run mad. This, however, was 
never put to the test ; foe though 
• be began some other dramatic 
jpieces^ he never finished any but 



the above, death taking him awa^a 
much lamented by all the inge- 
nious men of his time, that very 
year 1566. He wrote several 
poems, which were published after 
his death, together with those of 
some other authors, in a collection 
entitled A Paradise of dainty De* 
vises y 1578. And when he was vb^ 
the extremity of his last sickness, 
he wrote a poem on that occasion, 
which was esteemed a good piece, 
entitled Edwards's Soulknil^ otj. 
The Soules KnelL 

Eedes, Richaed, is supposed 
to have been born in Bedfordshire. 
After an education at Westminster 
school, he went to the university 
of Oxford, where he was elected 
student of Christchurch in 1571 • 
He proceeded in arts in 1579, and 
about the same time entered into 
orders, and beca*me a celebrated 
preacher. In 1584, he was in* 
stalled a prebendary in the cathe- 
dral of Salisbury, and afterwards 
appointed chaplain to Queen Eli- 
zabeth. He received the canonry 
of Christchurch in 1586. In 1589,, 
he was created doctor of divinity 5 
and, in 1596, was made dean of 
Worcester J in which last station 
he remained until his death, which 
happened on the 19th of No- 
vember ld04. 

In Mer«s*s JVit*s Treasury^ 1 598, 
p. 283, he is enumerated among 
the writers of tragedy at that pe- 
riod } and Wood says, that *^ his 
*' younger years he spent in po- 
*' etical fancies, and composing 
" plays, mostly tragedies j but at 
'^ riper he became a pious and 
'* grave divine, an ornament to 
'* his profession, and a grace to 
*' the pulpit.'* 

None of Dr. Eedes's plays are 
now existing. 

Elizabeth, Queen. Our rea- 
ders may perhaps be s^urprised to 
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ft&d the name of this illdstrioni Tlie Doctor designed his ^^' 

princess among the catalogue of phew for the church; but ow 

©ur dramatic writeis, as it is well hero having gained considerable 

Imown that there is no piece ex- applause by the delivery, in \^^^ 

isnt as hers : yet it tvould be an of an En^ish thesis, the subjecf 

inexcusable omission, in a work of oi which was, "Nemo conjidat ra- 

ibis nature, were we to pass over mium secundis, he imbibed an im* 

unnoticed the informaticm which mediate inclination for f he stage ] 

Six Robert Naunton and others and shortly after performed the 

kave given us, that this princess, part of Pierre, at the Lyceum, in 

tox bier own private amusement, the Strand, then occasionally open- 

kmislated one of the tragedies of ed as a private theatre.' Haviqg ' 

Euripides from the Greek J though after this had some trifling dis- 

vrhich particular play it was they agreement with Dr. Roberts, h6 

fcave none of them specified. To quitted St. Paul's school, without 

attempt any account of the events the consent of his friends, at a 

^of the Itfe and reign of this il- time when he was fourth boy of 

tustrioaa sovereign, .besides that it that 6eminary> and resolved \o try 

would far o*erleap the b6unds of his fortune on the stage. 
our work, would be an act of ab- He first directed his views tf> 

solute superfluity, as it has been Bath; where, to procure the tem- 

so well and amply executed by porary means of subsistence, he- 

many historians of great abilities, engaged himself as clerk in a lot- 

We shall onjy observe, that the tery-office, ^nd remained in that 

circumstance on which we have capacity a fewVeeks, till he found 

fcere had occasion to mention her, an opportunity of making his the- 

is one testimonial among many orf atrical essay, which was in the 

that eminence in learning which humble character of Tressel, ;n 

«he maintaijied > and that she not Richard the Third ; and in which 

€>nly was perfect mistress of most he gave great satisfaction. He was 

of the living languages, but was unfortunate, however, in his de- 

Jilso equally well acquainted whh sire of procuring an engagement, 

tfie dead ones, and conversant With ,the company being full. He was 

the labours of the ingenious, in soon after this recommended to, 

ages far remote. ' and engaged by, Mr. Tate Wil- 

Elliston, Robert WitLiABt, kinson at York j but he experi* 

was born in 1774, in Orange Street, enced so much disappointment 

Bloomsbury. His father was a and vexation there, the principal 

watchmaker, and the youngest soi> characters being all in the pos- 

cf an eminent farmer at Gtdgrave, session of otlier performers, that 

near Orford, m Suffolk. Afc »ine he soon becan'ie weary of his co* 

years of age, yourig Ellistoa was dition, and wrote to his uncle a 

fdaced at St. Paul's school, where supplicating letter for pardon and 

he remained till he was sixteen j indulgence. His application hav- 

p»ssing his time, during the vaca- ing had the desired effect, he re- 

trons, at Cambridge, with his uncle turned to London, and, through 

- the late Rev. Dr. Elliston, master IheJ medium of Dr. Farmer, w^ 

of Sidney College, who superin- introduced to Mr, Kemble, who 

tended his education, the expense recommended him to study Ro- 

^f ^hicb he took upon hijmself. ip^Q against the opening of New 
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mry. But his patience haviog: 
beeo exhausted befbce the house 
<?ould opeD> and bis circumstances 
KBot being in the most affluent 
Qitate» he applied io Mr. Dimond^ 
"tjae Bath manager> who was then 
;f>erfornnng at 'the Richmond The- 
sitre, by whom he was immediately 
engaged. On his return to Bath, 
^n 179^ > he made his appearance 
ill the character of Borneo^ and 
:found that his Ttessel had not 
\e&Ti forgotten. The indisposition 
43^ several performers now afforded 
-bira .the long-wished-for opporfcu- 
nity of calling into action a versa^ 
lility oi powers which was before 
unknown^ even to himself. He 
Appeared in tragedy, comedy, 
opera, and pantomime, with sucli 
success, that he declined the pro* 
niised engagement at New Drury, 
and retained his situation at Bath. 
In 1796, Mr. Elliston married 
a most respectable public character 
at Bath, a Miss Rundall, as cele- 
brated for h* beauty as for her 
skill in teaching dancing ; and 
about ^' three weeks after mar- 
'* riage," that is to say, on the 
^th of June, he made his first 
Appearance at the Haymarket 
"Theatre, in the characters of Oc- 
^avian (in The Mountaineers) and 
Vapour (in My Grandmother), He 
then played Sheva^ Sir Edward 
Mortimer, &c. &c. and his success 
was equal to his wishes. 

The growing reputation of Mr, 
Elliston at length induced Mr. 
Harris to engage him to play, at 
stated intervals, at Covent Garden 
Theatre -, an indulgence kindly 
granted by Messrs. palmer and 
Dimond, with whom he had npw 
renewed his articles for three 
years. The novelty of this uu-» 
dertaking occasioned considerable 
jealousy in the green-room, and 
gained our hero tbeTacetiovis apj- 



pellatibn of " The Telegraph, or 
«* Fortnight Actor." But at Co- 
vent Garden he did not experience 
all that success and indulgence 
which be had tnet with at the 
Haymarket : be therefore return- 
ed to ills situation at Bath, .and 
continued the hero of that theatre^ 
till the end of the winter-season 
of 1803 j when he made his £nal 
bow to his friends at Bath, and 
prepared for a summer campaign. 
On the 16th of May 1803, Mr. 
Colman opened the Hayniarket 
Theatre with an Independent com- 
pany, selected from different pro- 
vincial establishments 3 and Mr. 
Elliston took the lead, not otUy as 
principal performer, but as acting 
manager also, in the room of Mr. 
Fawcett. Jn 1804, he accepted a 
situation at Drury Lane, where he 
was engaged as a principal per- 
former, and to assume both sock 
and buskin ; and there he con- 
tinued till the destruction of the 
theatre l^ fire, in February ISOp, 
Since that time Mr. Elliston has 
taken " The Royal Circus,'* which 
he has new-named *^ The Surrey 
" Theatre," and where, by the 
liberality of his management, he 
has hitherto, we understand, been 
very successful. 

His title to notice in this work 
rests on the following piece : 

The Venetian Outlaw, Dr. 8vo, 
J 805. 

Erskine, the Hon. Andrew. 
We have seen this name written 
in the title-page of 

She^s not Him, and He's not 
Her. ¥. 8vo. i;64. 

EsTCouRT, Richard. This 
^gentleman was ari actor as well as 
a writer. He was bom atTewks- 
bury, in Gloucestershire, accord- 
ing to Chetwood, in l66d, and 
received his education at the l<atin 
school of tbait tov(ru^ but having an 
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Cflrly indination for the stage, be to K:ondon> aad bound him ap« 
^ole away from his father's house prentice to an apothecary in Hatton 
at fifteen years of age, and joined Garden. From this confinement 
a IraveUing company of come- Mr.Chetwood,who probably might 
dians then at Worcester 5 where, have known him, and perhaps had 
for fear of being known, he made these particulars from his own 
bi& first Appearance in female mouth, tells us, that he broke 
attire, in the part of Roxana, in away, and passed two years in Eng- 
Alexander the Great, But his fa- land in an itinerant life j though 
ther, having notice of it, sent to Jacob, and Whincop after him, 
secure the fugitive, who made his say that he set up in business, but 
escape in a suit of woman's clothes not finding it succeed to his liking, 
that h^ borrowed of one of the quitted it for the stage. Be this 
itinerant ladies, and trudged it to however as it may, it is certain 
Chipping Norton, in Oxfordshire, that he went over to Ireland^ 
twenty- five miles, in one day. where he met with good success on 
When he came t;o the inn, beds the stage ; from whence he came 
were scarce, and he was invited back to London, and w^s received 
to partake of the daughter's, be- in Drury Lane Theatre. His first 
hind the bar : the young wdtnan, appearance there was in the part 
going to bed, found the wearied of Dominic, the Spanish Fiyar, in 
traveller in a profound sleep 3 but, which, although in himself but » 
observing a shirt instead of a very middling actor, he established 
shift, she began to suspect her de- his character by a clpse imitation 
signed bedfellow j and, stooping of Leigh, who had be^ very cele- 
to look on the dress tliat lay on brate^ in it. And, indeed, in this 
the ground, she saw a pair of and all his other parts, he was^ 
man's shoes under the bed, which mostly indebted for his applause to 
convinced her that she might have his powers of mimicry, in which 
been in an odd situation, if she had he was inimitable j and which not 
gone to bed in the dark. Upon only at times afforded him oppor- 
the discovery, she instantly called tujailies of appearing a much better 
in the people of the house, and actor than he really was, by en- 
waked our drowsy traveller. The abling him to copy very exactly 
Ijfndlord had designed to carry him several performers of capital me-n.. 
decently to the horse-pond, till rit, whose manner he remembered 
Dick made a true confession of tlie and assumed \ but also, by recom* 
whole affair. By accident, a per- mending him to a very numerous 
son of the town of Tewksbury put acquaintance in private life, se- 
upat the sai'd inn that night, who cured him an indulgence for faults 
knew our young disguised wan- in his public profession, thai he 
derer ; and that knowledge signed might otherwise, perhaps, never 
his pardon. In two days after- have been pardoned 3 among 
wards his clothes were brought which he was remarkable for the 
bim fronv Worcester, accompanied gratification of that " pitiful ambu 
with a messenger from hjs father, ** /fon," as Shakspeare justly style^ 
who led him home again to it, and for which he condemns the 
Tewksbury. His father, in order low comedians of his own time, 
to prevent such excursions for the , of imagining he couid help his au- 
fciture^ sooo after carried him up thor^ find for th^t reason frequent- 
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would hsre oopadoed s nxA ep - 



posite to his maiii 



^ as a coenpi- 
[jeEXotwnTTtgjgad 
agree^iSe; aiid Sir Rkiiard Sibc^, 
in T%e Spedaiar, rooonis him to 
bave been DOC ooljr a ^nigbilj vir, 
bat a pefSGQ ofcKj' and Batnrai po- 
litencsfc. In a wocd, bis oonzpaxsy 
was extremel J cuuiied bj evcnr 
one, and bs mimicij so nmcb 
adoircd^ tbat ^er m xA of tbe &st 
quality fc c qu e n tly united bim to 
tbdr entert ainm ents, in onier to 
dhreit tbeir friends witb bis drol> 
leiy; on wfaicb nr ra v n ns be odD- 
stantly xcoeived vetf baodftosne 
presents fisrbis cu mp a ny . Anx>i^ 
otbers^ be was a great iavouiite 
witb tbe Doke of Marlboraogfa ; 
and at tbe time tbat tbe ^moos 
Beef SteakCbd> was erected, whicb 
consisted of tbe chief wits and 
greatest men in tbe kingdom, Mr. 
Estcoort had tbeoflice assigned bim 
of their pratndare ; and as a mark 
of distinction of tbat bonoor, he 
used, by way of a badge, to wear 
a small gridiron of gold, hoi^ 
about bis neck with a green silk 
riband. He qnitted the stage 
some ye^lrs before bis death, which 
happ^ied in 1713; and he was 
interred in tbe charcbyard of St. 
Paul's, Covent Garden, where his 
brother comedian, Joe Haines, had 
been buried a few years before. 
He left behind bim two dramatic 
pieces, viz. 

1. Fair Example. C. 4U>. 1705. 

2. Prunella. Interl.4to. N. D. 
The latter of these was only a ridi- 
cule on the absurdity of the Italian 
operas at tbat time j in which not 
only the unnatural circumstance 
was< indulged of music and har- 
mony attending on al}^ even the 
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j^tallog passSdDS; bot al9 
tbe^ery wor^ tbescseh^es, wbkk 
mvx to a niM»|> ? njy that 
wae written in ^feient li !m* 
aoccrdiDg as tbe perf ^rmerB 
wene to sing ther;;: happened to be 
ItnTiyis or Er^iisb. 

Etszjlese, Sia Ceoege. TIhs 
gendemac, so rexnaikatde ibr bit 
wit 2nd &aliantJT, fiourisbed in 
tbe reigns of Cbaries II. ss)i. 
James IL He was descended from 
aiFery good and aixnent lamily in 
Oxfcrdshiie, and was bom aboot 
tbe year 1636. It is supposed that 
be received tbe eariy parts of bis 
edocation at tbe nnirersity of Cam* 
bridge, thoc^ it does not appear 
tbat be made any long legdence 
there; an ixx:iination for seeing tbe 
world bavii^ led him to traf^ 
into France, wb«i be was very 
young. On his return, he for 
some time studied tbe municipal 
laws of this kingdom, at one of tbe 
inns of court; but finding that 
kind of study too heavy for bis 
vc^tile aixl airy disposition, and 
consequently making but little pro- 
gress in it, he soon qoitted it for 
pleasure and the pursuit of gayer 
accomplishments. 

In l664« be brought on the stage 
his comedy of The Comical Re^ 
venge-, or. Lave in a Tub; which 
met with good success, and iotro- 
daced him to the intimacy of the 
Earl of Dorset) with whom, as well 
as other leading wits, such as tbe 
Duke of Buckingham, Lord Ro- 
che-.ter. Sir Charles Sedley, &:c. 
his easv unreserved conversation, 
and happy address, rendered him a 
very great favourite. The success 
of this inspired him to the writing 
of a still better comedy, viz. She 
wou'd if She €ou*(L This pieoe 
raised great expectations of fre- 
quent additions to the amusements 
of the theatre from so able a penj 
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Init Mr. Etherege wa^ too much 
addicted to pleasure^ and had too 
few incitements from necessity^ 
to* give any constant applica- 
tion to thG belles letires, which he 
xndde only the amusement of a 
few leisure moments. So that he 
produced but one play more, and 
that not till eight years after the 
preceding one. This was fkeMan 
of Mode, which is-perhaps the most 
elegant comedy, and contains more 
of the real manners of high life 
than, any one the English stage was 
ever adorned with. This piece 
he has dedicated to the beautiful 
Dutches*.of York, in whose service 
he then was, and who had so high 
a regard for him, that when, on 
the accession of King James II. 
she came to be Queen, she pro- 
cured his being sent ambassador, 
first to Hamburgh, and afterwards 
to Ratisbon, where he continued 
nil after His Majesty quitted this 
kingdom. Oiir author was ad- 
dicted to certain gay extravagan- 
cies, such as gaming, and a most 
iinbounded indulgence in wine and 
<romen ; and as by the latter of 
these intemperances he had great- 
ly damaged his countenance (for 
otherwise he was a handsome man, 
being fair, slender, and genteel), 
so by the former he had greatly 
impaired his fortune; to retrieve 
vhich, he paid his addresses to a 
rich widow } but she, being an 
ambitious woman, had determined 
Aot to condescend to a marriage 
with any man who could not be- 
stow a title on her> on which ac- 
count he was obliged to purchase 
a kn^hthood. It does not a]^- 
pear whether he had any issue by 
this lady; but by Mrs. Barry, the 
aetf ess, with whom he lived for 
some time, he had one daughter, 
(^awhom he settled a fortune of 
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five or six. thousand pounds 3 shd 
however died very young. 

None of the.'writers have exact-> 
ly fixed the period of Sir George's 
death, though all seem to place 
it not long after the Revolution. 
Some say, that on that great event, 
he followed his master King James 
into France, and died there. But 
the authors of the Biographia Bru 
/anntcortnention a report that he 
came to an untimely death, by 
an unlucky accident at Ratisbon ; 
for that> after having treated some 
company with a liberal entertain- 
ment at his house there, where he 
had taken his glass too jfreely, and 
being, through his great complai- 
sance, too forward m waiting oa 
his guests at their departure, flush- 
ed as he was, he tumbled dowa 
stairs, and broke his neck j and 
so fell a martyr to jollity and' 
civility. 

Sir George Etherege seems to 
have beeh perfectly formed for the' 
couk and age he lived in. By 
the letters which passed between^ 
him and the Duke of Buckingham, 
the Earl of Rochester, and Sir* 
Chaiies Sedley, he appears to have*. 
been thoroughly a libertine in spe^- 
cuiation as well as practice ; yet 
possessed all that elegance of sen- 
timent, and easy aflfability of* ad- 
dress, whicB are ever the charac- 
teristics of true gallantry, but of 
which the libertines of the present 
age seem to have very little idea. 
As a writer, he certainly was bwn 
a poet, and appears to have been 
possessed of a genius whose viva- ^ 
city heeded no cultivation j for 
we have no proofs of his having 
been a scholar. His works have 
not, however, escaped censure, on 
account of that licentiousness which 
in the general runs through them, 
which reiiders them dangerous tQ 
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ji>aog ODgDarded muids; and the 
more so for the liTelj and genuine 
wit wich which it is gilded over^ 
and which has therefore jasUy ba- 
nished them fram the parity of the 
piesent stage. 

Sir George left behind him oolj 
the three dramatic pieces we haye 
before mentioned, viz. 

1. She wou'd i/ She cou'd, C. 
4to. 1668. 

2. Comical BevcMge. C. 4ta 

3. Mom rf Mode. C.4to. 1676. 
EwiHG, Captaih Feter, of 

the marinfg, is the aothor of one 
dramatic piece, called 

The Soldiers Opera. Sto. N J). 
£1792.3 

£tbb, EojfUHO JoHv, a come* 
4ian hdaoffog to- the Drory Lane 
company, is the son of the Ber« A. 
£jie (late rector of Leveringtony 
in the isle of Elj, and Ontwell, 
Norfolk, and clu^lain to Dr. Law, 
late Bishop of Carlisle), bj a sister 
of the Bev. Mr. Underwood, rec- 
tor of East Barnet. Mr. Ejre 
received a classical edocatioo, and 
ivas entered of Pembroke Hall, 
Cambru^e. Becoming stage- 
struck, however, he qoitted his 
^todies, and joined a theatrical 



company near Windsor; In which, 
2ts be pedormed not 6ir emdo- 
ment, hot practice, he was ia*- 
dulged with all the characters thalt 
he deared. He aftrrwaids haA 
engagements at Worcester and 
Bath; and, on the 9th of October 
I8O6, made his first appearance 
at Dmiy Lane, in the chmcter of 
Jaques, in As You like li^ and ia 
that company he has cootinned 
ever since, a 
tfun a great actor. 

His dramatic prodoctioiis are as 
follow : 

1. ne Drmnmer Awake. F.Swo. 

1791- 

2. Mad of Normamfy. T. 8m. 

1793. 

3. ^SMtse^itaioef. C €vq. 1794^ 

4. The Fatal Sisien, D. B^ 

Svo. 1797- 

5. The IHscarded Secretary. H» 
P. 8vo. 1799. 

6. The Tears ofBritm. Draoi* 
Sketch. 8vo. 

7. Fmtagers. M.B. Svo.I8Qg; 
The fbllowii^ also has been 

aficribed to this gentleman : 

8. TAeCqffres.M£.lQ02.^:B. 
Air. Eyre's Either died at Chea» 

hunt, Herts, March 13, 1796* m 
his 56th year. 
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f ABiAH, B. All we find men- 
tioned oi this author is, that he 
was some time one of the footmen 
to KingGeorge the Second, when 
Prince of Wales ; and that he wroti». 
CMk dramatic piece, which was. 
acted without success, called. 
Trick/or Trick, Cora. 8vp.l73*- 
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Falkjlai^o. See. Ca&bt. 

Fahs, Sia Feancis, junior, 
Eiiight oftheBath. This honour- 
able author lived in the reign of 
King Charles U. He was grand- 
soa to the Earl of Westmcnland 
(his Either beii^ ona of that no- 
blep)an*8 yoni^iy sods), and re* 
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sided for the most part at Fulbeck, 
in Lincolnshire. He was appoint- 
ed^ by the Duke of Newcastle^ 
governor, first of Doncaster^ and 
afterwards of Lincoln . Langbaine 
gives the highest comnaendations 
of his wit and abilities^ and indeed 
other of his contemporaries have 
paid him high compliments. Be- 
sides some poems> he has left the 
following dramatic pieces^ viz. 

1. Love in the Dark, C. 4to. 

1675. 

2. Masque for Lord Rochester's 

VaUntinian, 8vo. l6Sd. / 

3. Sacrifice. T. 4to. 1686. 
Fanshaw> Sir Richard. This 

gentleman was the tenth and 
youngest son of Sir Henry Fan- 
shaw^ of Ware Park; in Hertford- 
shire (who had been created ^ 
baronet by King Charles I. at the 
siege of Oxford), and brother to 
the Right Honourable Thomas 
Lord Viscount Fanshaw. He 
"was born in \607, received the 
first rudiments of learning from 
that famous grammarian and cri- 
tic Thomas Farnaby, and com- 
pleted his studies at the university 
of Cambridge, from whence he 
set out on his travels for the at- 
tainment of farther accomplish- 
ments. At his return, his pro- 
mising abilities recommended him 
to the favour of King Charles I. 
who, in the year 1635, appointed 
him resident at the court of Spain, 
for the adjusting of some points in 
dispute between the two powers. 

On the breaking out of the re- 
bellion ke returned to England, 
and, attaching himself with great 
firmness to the royal cause, became 
intrusted in many very important 
affairs, particularly the trust of 
secretary to the Prince of Wales, 
whom he attended in many of his 
journies. 

In l648j he was made treasurer 
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of tbq navy, under Prince Kuperf, 
which post he kept till Sept. 2, 
1650 ,* when he was created a pa- 
ronet, and sent envoy extraor- 
dinary to Spain. 'From thence be- 
ing recalled to Scotland, where 
the King^ was, he served as secre- 
tary of state till the fatal battle of 
Worcester, in which he was taken 
prisoner, and committed for a long 
time to close confinement in Lon- 
don ) till at length, on account of 
his health, he was admitted to bail. 

In February l65g, he repaired 
to the King at Breda; and return- 
ing to England at the Restoration, 
it was expected he would have 
been appointed secretary of state. 
He was, however, only made mas- 
ter of requests, an honourable and 
lucrative employment, and secre- 
tary for the Latin tongue. 

In 1661, at which time be was 
one of the burgesses in Parliament 
for the university of Cambridge, 
he was sworn a privy counsellor 
for Ireland, and sent first as en- 
voy extraordinary, but afterwards 
endowed with a plenipotentiary 
commission to the court of Portu- 
gal, where he negotiated a mar- 
riage between his master. King 
Charles II. and the Infanta Don- 
na Catharina, daughter to King 
John VI. Being recalled in 1563, 
he was sworn of the privy council, 
and, in February 1664, sent am- 
bassador to the court of Madrid, to 
negotiate a treaty of comtnerce. 
During his residence there. King 
Philip died 5 and Sir Richard, avail- 
ing himself of the minority of his 
son and successor, put the finish- 
ing hand to a peace with Spain, 
a treaty for which was signed at 
Madrid, Dec. 6, l665. Having 
thutf fully executed his commis- 
sions, he was preparing for his 
return to England 5 when, on the 
I4th of June I666, be was seized^ 
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at Madrid, with a* violent fever, shooldseem^bywaypfamaseiiieiit 
which, on the 26th of the same and relaxation duritxg his confine- 
month, the very day he had ap- ment. One of these translations 
pointed for setting out on his jour- is from the Italian of the celdmt- 
i]ey,Vput an end to his valuable ed Guarini, the other from the 
life, in the 59th year of his age. Spanish of Antonio de Mendoza. 
His. body, being embalmed, was Their names are as follow : 
comseyed by land to Calais, and 1. // Pastor Fido. Fast. 4to« 
80 to London ; from whence, being 1648. 

carried to Allhallows church, in 2. Querer par solo qwrer. Dr. 

Hertford, his lady and all his sur- Rom. of three acts. 4to. 167 1 . 

viving children attending, it was N. B. To this piece is added 

deposited in the vault of his father* another, a translation from tho 

in-law. Sir J[ohn Harrison, by same Spanish author, entitled, 

whose eldest daughter Sir Richard 3. Fiestas deAranjuez Aio* l&^O* 

had six sons and eight daughters 5 Besides these, he translated into 

of whom, however, he left only Latin verse a pastoral, written by 

one son and four daughters behind Fletcher, entitled, T%e Faithful 

him. Shepherdess, to which he has pre- 

Here it remained till the 18th fixed the Italian title of La Fida 

of May 1671, on which day it Pastora. . 

was removed into the parish-church FAHOiJBAa, Cborgb. This 

of Ware, in the said county, and gentleman was descended irxxn a 

there laid in a new vault, made or &mlly of no inconsiderable rank in 

purchased on purpose for him and the north of Ireland. His fiithei^ 

his family, over which was erected William Farquhar, was a clergy* 

an elegant monument for him and man, and, according to some, Deaa 

his lady ; being near the old vault, of Armagh. A late biographer^ 

where all his ancestors of Ware however, who appears to have 

Park lay • interred . good information, says his father 

His general character is very had only a living in the church of 

concisely conveyed by the author 15Q/. a year, and that he had se* 

of the short account of his life, ven children. Our author wag 

prefixed to his Letters, who says born at Londonderry, in 167B9 

of him, *' That he was remark- where he received the rudiments 

** able for his meekness, sincerity, of erudition, and finom whence^ as 

'' hu/nanity, and piety, and was soon as he was properly qualified^ 

"'ako an able statesman and a he was sent to TVinity College, 

*' great scholar; being in particular DubHn, where he was entered as 

'' a complete master of several mo^ a sizer, July 17* 1^94 ; but the 

" dern languages, especially the modes of stucty in that place being 

*' Spanish, which he spoke and calculated rather for making deep 

** wrote with as much advantage than polite scholars, and Mr. Far- 

" as if he had been a native." quhar being totally averse to se- 

As tQ his writings, there are rious pursuits, he was reckoned 

few,, excepting his Letters ^^during by all his fellow-students one 

his einbassies (and ivhich were not of the dullest young men in the 

published till 1 702, in 8vq.)« that university, and even as a compa- 

are original; the most being nion he was thought extremely 

transladpns, and written^ as it heavy and disagreeable* A writer 

VOL. I. ^ 
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of his life, who declares that he come» added to a thin insuffitlencf 
received his information from one of voice, were stjpong bars in tb# 
of Mr. Fai'qubar*s intimate ac- way of his success, more especially 
quaintance, mentions, this and the in tragedy. However, notwith* 
following circumstance -, that our standing th^e disadvantages, it ji 
author having received a college not improbable, as from his ami* 
exercise, from his tutor^ upon the able private behaviour he was very 
mhracle of our Saviour's walking much esteemed, and had neve? 
upon the water, and coming into met with the least repulse from 
the hall for examination the next the audience in any of his per* 
day, it was found that he had/ not formances, that he might have 
brought his exercise written as the cdritinued much longer on the 
rest had done ; at which the lee-* stage, but foir an accident which 
turer beiug displeased, Farquhar determined him to quit it on i 
o0ered to tnak6 one extempore ; sudden ; for being to play the part 
ond after considering some time, of Guyomar, in Dryden*s I/idiaH 
he observed, that he thought it no Emperor, who kills Vasquez, ono 
great miracle, since the man (hat 6f the Spanish generals, Mr. Far** 
is born to be hanged, &c. The (juhar, by some mistake, took a 
impiety of this reply quite extin- real sword inste^ad of a foil on the 
guished all the approbatir)n which stage with him, and in the cn« 
he expected from its wit, and he gagement wounded his brother* 
was accordingly, next sitting, ex- tragedian, who"^ acted Vasquez, in 
pelled in the usual farm, ianquam so dangerous a manner, that, al- 
pesiilentia hujus sodetatis. An ac- though it did not prove mortal, h^ 
count of his life, however, which was a long time before he reco- 
bears every mark of authenticity, vered it j and the consideration of 
says, that he left the college of the fatal consequences that nsight 
•Dublin in the year \6Q5, on ac- have ensued, wrought so strongly 
count of the death of his patron, on our author's humane disposi- 
Dr. Wiseman, Bishop of Dromore, tion, that he took up a resolutiod 
and makes no mention of his hav- never to go on the stage iagain, 0r 
jng been expelled. On quitting submit himself to the possibility 6£ 
college, he engaged himself to Mr. such another tni^take.. * * 

Ashbury, the manager of the Dub- Thus did Mr. Farquhar quit 
lin theatre, and was soon intro- the stage, at a period of life whent 
.duced on tlie stage, in the charac- few have even attempted to gd 
ter of Othello. In this situation on it; for at this juncture hecoulc^ 
he continued no longer than part not have been much ' more than: 
of one season, nor made any very seventeen years of age; since some 
considerable figure. For though time afterwards, when Mf.Wilks,* 
his person was sufficiently in his htxtvg engaged again to Drury 
fovour, and he was possfefssed of Lane' Theatre, left Dublin, 'Mr.' 
the requisites of a strong reten- Farquhar accompanied him to 
tive 'memory, a just manner of London) arid this event happened 
spe.'iking, and an easy and elegant no later than in the year 1696, at: 
deportnocnt, yet his natural diffi- which time he was but eighteen, 
dence and timidity, or what is Here his abilities and agreeable 
usually termed the stage-terfor, address met with considei^able en- 
which he was never able to over- couragemeht, and in particular re* 
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iebmroended him to the patronage X-o sapply him. And with snch 
iDf the Earl of Orrery, who gave an easy pleasantry, and yet so se- 
bim a lieutenant's commission in vere a critical justice, has he rallied 
his own regiment, then in Ireland, the foibles, follies, and vices, even 
which he held several years, and of those cliaracters to which he 
in his military capacity constantly might have been supposed the most 
behaved without reproach, giving partial, that it has been observed, 
on many occasions proofs of great if he had not been himself an 
bravery and conduct. Irishman and an officer, it would 

But these were not all the per- have been almost impossible for 
fections which appeared in Mr. him to have avoided the resent- 
Farquhar > and Mr. Wilks, who nients which would probably have 
well knew his humour and abili- fallen on him for the liberty he 
ties, and was convinced that he has taken in some of his pieces 
would make a much more con- with the characters of the gentle- 
spicuous figure as a dramatic wri- men of the army, as well aa 
ter, than as a theatrical performerj with those of a neighbouring kiqg* 
never ceased his solicitations on dom. 

that head, till he had prevailed on The success of his first play 
him to undertake a comedy, which established his reputation, and en- 
he completed and brought on the couraged him to proceed; and the 
stage in 1698. This was his Lwe winter season of the jubilee year 
and a Bottle ; a comedy, which, ^700, gave the public his favourite 
though writteti by its author when play of The Constant Couple j or, 
under twenty years of age, yet -^ Trip to the Jubilee ; in which 
contains such a variety c? inci- the gay airy humour thtbwn into 
dents and character, and such a the character of Sir Harry Wild- 
'sprightliness of dialogue, as must air, was so well suited to Mr. 
convince us^ that even then he Wilks's talents, that it gave 
had a very considerable knowledge ^^^ such an opportunity of exer- 
of the world, and a very clear tion, as greatly heightened his re- 
judgment of the manners of man- putation with the public, and in 
kind ; and the success of it, even good measure repaid those acts of 
notwithstanding Mr. Wilks, the friendship which he had ever be- 
towu's great favourite in come- stowed on Mr. Farquhar. This 
dy, had no part in it, was equal piece was played fifty-three nights 
to its desert. Whether thjs play in the first season. The following 
made its appearance before or yearproduceda sequel to It; which, 
after he received hb commission, though much the most indifferent 
does not seem very clear; but it js of all his plays, yet met with to-t 
evident that his military avoca- lerable success, and indeed with 
tipDs did not check his dramatic much better than the comedy of 
talents, but on the contrary rather 7^4^ Inconstant, which he gave to 
improved them; since in many of the public next year, viz. in 1702, 
his plays, more especially in his and which vastly excelled it in 
Recruiting Officer, he has admira- poinf of intrinsic merit. But the^ 
bly availed himself of the observa- failure of the last-mentioned piece^ 
tions of life and character, with was entirely owing to the inunda- 
Y^hich the army was able so amply (ion of foreign ^nte/tainm^nts of. 
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music, singing, dancings &C. which 
at that time broke in upon the 
English stage in a torrent, seemed 
with a magical infatuation at once 
to take possession of British taste, 
and occasioned a total neglect of 
the more valuable and standard 
productions of our own country- 
men. 

This little discouragement, how- 
ever, did not put a stop to our 
author's ardour for the entertain- 
ment of" the public, since we find 
him stiir writing till almost the 
hour of his death -, his Beaux Stra- 
/flgew having been produced during 
his last illness, and his death hap- 
pening during the run of it. We 
Shall in this place complete our 
account of his plays, by giving an 
entire list of them, as follows : 

1 . Love and a Bottle. C. 4to. 

2. Constant Couple. C. 4 to. 
1700. 

3. Sir Harry WiUavr, C. 4to. 
1701. 

4. Inconstant. C. 4to. 1702. 

5. Twin Rivals, C. 4to. 1/03. 

6. Stage Coach. ¥. (assisted by 
Motteux.) 4to. 1705. 

7. Recruiting Officer. C. 4to. 
1705. 

8. Beaux Stratagem. C. 4to. 

1707. 

As it has been generally imagin- 
ed, that in all his heroes he has in- 
tended to sketch out his own cha- 
racter, it is reasonable to con- 
jecture that his own character must 
have borne a strong resemblance to 
that of those heroes; who are in 
general a set of young, gay, ra- 
kish sparks, guilty of some wild- 
pesse^ and follies, but at the same 
time blessed with parts and abili- 
ties, and adorned with courage 
and honour. It is not therefore 
to be wondered at, that from the few 
letters of his wliich are extant in 



prmt, we find him strongly sus- 
ceptible of the tenderer passions, 
and at the same time treating them 
with great vivacity and levity.- 
His warmest attachment, however, 
appears to li^^ive been to her whom 
he constantly styles his dear Pene^ 
lope, who is supposed to have been 
the celebrated Mrs. Oldfield. Nor 
is it at all wonderful, that he 
should find his heart engaged by a 
lady who possessed every attraction 
both of person and conversation-, 
and to whose excellence in her 
prrofession he owed much of the 
success of his pieces ; nor that she 
should entertain a very peculiar 
regard for a young gentleman of 
wit, spirit, and gallantry, to whose 
first notice of her she stood in- 
debted for being, on the stage at 
all,, and whose dramatic labours 
afterwards aflbrded her many hap- 
py opportunities of recommend- 
ing herself to the public favour on 
it. And now, as we have mention- 
ed this lady, it may not be amis& 
to explain the hint thrown out 
above, that it was wholly owing 
to Captain Farquhar that she be- 
came an actress, which was Jn 
consequence of the following in- 
cident. 

That gentleman dining one day 
at her aunt's^ who kept the Mitre 
Tavern, in St. James*s Market, 
heard Miss Nancy reading a play 
behind the bar. This drew his 
attention to listen for ^ time; when 
fie was so pleased with the proper 
emphasis and agreeable turn she 
gave to each chiiracter, that he 
swore the girl was cut out for the 
stage. As she had always expressed 
an inclination for that way of life, 
and a desire of trying her fortune 
iu it, her mother, on this en- 
couragement, the next time she 
saw Captain Vanbrugh (afterwards 
Sir John), who had a great respett 
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for the family^ acquainted him and dissipated humour would not 
with Captain Farquhar's opinion ; easily be drawn into the matrimo- 
on which he desired to know wbe- nial cage^ without the bait of some 
ther her bei^t was most to tragedy very considerable advantage to al- 
or comedy. Miss, being called in, lure him to it, she contrived to 
informed him, that her principal have it given out that she was pos- 
inclination was to the latter, hav- sessed of a large fortune 5 and find* 
ing at that tin>e gone through all ing means afterwards to let Mr. 
Beaumont and Fletcher's comedies, Farquhar know her attachment to 
and the play she was reading when him, the united powers of interest ' 
Captain Farquhar dined there hav- and vanity perfectly got the better 
ing been The Scornful Lady, Cap- of his passion for liberty, and they 
tain Vanbrugh shortly after recom- were united in the hymeneal bands, 
mended her to Mr. Christopher But how great was his disappoint- 
Rich, who took her into the house ment, when he found all his pro- 
at the allowance of fifteen shillings spects overclouded so early in life 
per week. However, her agree- (forhewas then no more than four- 
able figure and sweetness of voice and-twenty), by a maiTiage from 
soon gave her the preference, in which he had nothing to expect 
the opinion of the Whole town, to but an annual increase of family, 
all the young actresses of that and an enlargement of expense ia 
time J and the Duke of Bedford, in consequence of it, far beyond what 
particular, being pleased to speak his income would support! Yet to 
to Mr. Rich in her favour, he in- his immortal honour be it record- 
stantly raised her to twenty shil- ed, that though he found himself 
lings per week. After which her thus deceived in a most essential par- 
fame and salary gradually increas- ticular, he never once was known 
ed, till at length they both attained to upbraid his wife for it, but 
that height to which her merit generously forgave an imposition 
entitled her. . which love for him alode had 

Whether Mr. Farquhar's con- urged her to, and even behaved to " 
neiions with this lady extended her with all the tenderness and 
beyond the limits of mere friend- delicacy of the most indulgent 
ship, it is not our intention here to husband. 

inquire. _ But, of what kind soever Mrs. Farquhar, however, did not ' 
they were, it is evident they did very long enjoy the happiness she * 
not long interfere with any more had purchased by this stratagem ; 
regular 'engagement; for, in 1703, for the circumstances that attend- . 
Capt. Farquhar was married, and, ed this union were in some respect 
according to general report, to a perhaps the means of shortening 
lady of very good fdrtune; but the period of the Captain's life.' 
in this particular the Captain and Finding himself considerably in-" 
the public were both alike mis- volved in debt, in consequence of 
taken 5 for the real fact was, that their increasing family, he was 
the lady, who in truth had no for- induced to make application to 3 
tune at all, had fallen so violently certain noble courtier, who had 
in love with our author, that, de- frequently professed the greatest 
termined to have him at any rate, friendship for him, and given him • 
,and judging, perhaps very justly,^ the strongest assurances of intended 
that a gentleman of his vglatUe serrices. This pretended patron 
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repeated his former declarations, a manner did he treat the exp€cta« 
but, expressing much concera that tion of that fatal event, as even to 



he had nothing at present imme- 
diately in his power, advised him 
to convert his commission into 
money to answer his present occa- 
sions, and assured him that in a 
very short time he would procure 
another for him. Farquhar, who 



be able to exercise his wonted 
pleasantry on the very subject. For 
while his play was in rehearsal^ his 
friend Mr. Wilks, who frequently 
visited him during his illness, ob- 
serving to him that Mrs. Oldfield 
thought he had dealt too freely 
could not bear the thoughts of his with the character of Mrs. Sullen, 
wife and family being in distress, in giving her to Archer, without 



and was therefore ready to lay hold 
on any expedient for their relief, 
followed this piece of advice, and 
iA)ld his commission J but to his 
great mortification and disappbint- 



svicd a proper divorce as might be 
a security for her honour,— OA, 
replied the author, with his ac- 
customed vivacity, / will, if she 
pleases, salve thai immediately, hy 



ment found, on a renewal of his getting a real divorce, marrying her 
application to this inhuman noble- myself, and giving her my hand that 



man, that he had either entirely 
forgotten, or had never intended 
to perform, the promise he had 
made him. This distracting frus- 



she shall he a real undow in less than 
a fortnight. But nothing can give 
a more perfect idea of that dispo* 
sition we have hinted at in him. 



tration of all his hopes fixed itself than the very laconic but expres-- 
so strongly on our author's mind, give billet which Mr. Wilks founds 



that it soon brought on him a sure, 
though not a very sudden declen- 
sion of nature, which at length 
carried him off the stage of life, in 
the latter end of April 1707, be- 
fore he could well be said to have 
run half his course, being not quite 
thirty years of age when he died. 
Notwithstanding the several dis- 
appointments and vexations which 
this eentleman met with during 
his snort stay in this transitory 
world, nothing seems to have been 



after his death, among his papers^ 
directed to himself, and which, as. 
a curiosity in its kind, we cannot 
refrain from giving to our readers 5 
it was as follows : 
" Dear Bob, 
*^ I have not any thing to leave 
'^ thee to perpetuate my memoiy, 
'' but two helpless girls 5 look upon 
*' them sometimes, and think of 
** him that was, to the last moment 
** of his life, thine, 

*' GboBGB FAiaUHAC.** 



able to overcome the readmess of Nor would it be doing justice tQ 

his genius, or the easy good-nature Mr. Wiiks*s memory not to observe 

of his disposition ; for he began in this places that he paid the most 

and finished his well-known co- punctual regard to the request of 

medy of The Beaux Stratagem in- his dying friend, by showing them 

about six weeks, during his last ill- every act of regard; and when 



ness ; notwithstanding he, for a 
great part of the time, was ex- 
tremely sensible of the approaches 
of death, and even foretold what 
actually happened, viz. that he 
should die before the run of it was 



they became fit to be put out into 
the world, procured a benefit for 
each of them for that purpose. 

Of Mr. Farquhar*8 family, hit 
wife died in circumstances of the 
utmost indigence; one of his 



over. Nay^ in so £alm and manly daughters wa# married to a lo^ 
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tradesman, and died soon after; 
ibe other was living in 1764, in 
ineanindigent ciroumstances, with- 
wii any knowledge of refinement 
either in sentiments or expenses ; 
•he seemed to take no pride in her 
&ther*8 fame, and was in every 
lespect fitted to her humble situ- 
ation. 

Of his character as a man, we 
have an account by himself in a 
piece, addressed to a lady, which 
he calls The Picture. It begins 
thus : ''My outside is neither. 
" better nor worse than my Crea- 
tor made it ; and the piece being 
drawn by so great an artist, it 
*' were presumption to say (here 
•' were many strokes amiss. ' I 
'' have a body qualified to answer 
*^ all the ends of its creation^ and 
-^^that is sufficient. 

" As to the mind, which in 
^* most men wears as many changes 
as their body, so in me it is 
generally dressed like my person, 
in black. Melancholy is its 
'* every day apparel ; and it has 
" hitherto found, few holidays to 
^' make it change its clothes. In 
" short, my constitution is very 
*' splenetic, and yet very amorous j 
*' both;which I endeavour to bide, 
'^ lest the former should offend 
" others, and that the latter might 
" incommode myself. And my 
'' reason is so vigilant in restrain- 
** ing these two failings, that I am 
<' taken for an easy-natured man 
'^ with my own sex, and an ill- 
*' natnred clown by yours. 

« » * f . 4t » 

*' I have very little estate, but 
*' what lies under the circumfe- 
rence of my hat ; and should I 
by mischance come to lose my 
head^ I should not be worth a 
''groat; but I ought to thank 
" Providence that I can by three 
" heart sCa4y live on^ and twenty 
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with satisfaction to my^eHf, and 
" contribute to tlve maintenance 
" of more families than some who 
" have thousands a year. 

' ' I have something in toy ont'ward 
'^ beh^viour,;which gives strangers 
** A worse opinion of me than I 
^ deserve} but I am more than 
" recoB^pensed by the opinion of 
'^ my acquaintance, which is as 
" miiph Aove my desert. 

*':!" have many acquaintance^ 
ft v^ry fewintimates, but no friend, 
" I. mean in the old romantic way; 
" I h^veno secret so weighty, bat 
" what , I can bear in my own 
" bri^ast} nor any duels to fight, 
** but what I may engage in with- 
" out a second ; nor can I love 
'* after the old romantic discipline. 
" I would have ray passion, if 
" not led, yet at least waited on, 
:*^ by my reason ; and the greatest 
" proof of my afiectibn tbat alac^ 
" must expect, is this : I wouldv 
" run any hazard to make us both 
" happy, but would" not for any 
*^ transitory pleasure make either 
*' of us miserable. • 

"If ever, Madam, yon com^ 
" to know the life of this piece?, 
** as well as he tbat drew it, yod 
'^ will conclude that I need not 
*' subscribe the name ta the pic- 
''ture." 

As a writer, the opinions of 
critics have been various; the 
general character which has been 
given of his comedies is, that the 
success of most of them far exceed- 
ed the author's expectations ; that 
he was particularly happy in the 
choice of his subjects, which he 
alwayfi took care to adorn with ai 
great variety of characters and in- 
cidents ; that his style is pure and 
unaifected, his wit natural and 
flowing, and his plots generally^ 
well contrived. But then, on the 
contrary, it has been objected, thaf 
«^4 
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he was toobasty in his productions ; The Trydl of AbrahavH, Dnun* 
that his works are loose^ though Poem. 8vo. Stamford. 1790. 
indeed not so grossly libertine as Fawcbtt> John. This favourite 
Ihose of some other wits of his comedian> of Covent Garden The« 
time; that his imagination^ though atre> is the son of a respectaUe 
lively^ was capable of no great performer^ upwards of thirty years 
, compass \ and his wit, though pass- attached to the Drury Lane Com* 
ab]e> not such as would gain gh)und pany^ and was bom in LondoQ 
on oonsideration. In a word^ he about 1769* He received hisedu* 
seems to have been a man of a cation at St. Fdnrs school^ and 
genius rather sprightly than greats was afterwards bound apprentice 
tather flowing than solidf*1>ischa« to a respectable linen-draper, ii^ 
racters are natural, yet not over- the city. Adopting, however, a 
strongly marked, nor peculiarly predilection for the stage, he 
heightened; yet, as it is apparent *' showed his master a fair pair of 
he drew his observations from those ^' heels," and joined a stroDing 
he conversed with, and formed all company, under the assumed name 
. his portraits from nature, it is more of Foote. His Erst appearance was 
than probable, that if he had lived at Margate, as Courtall, rn The 
to have gained a more general Belle's Stratagem, He afterwards 
knowledge of life, or bis circum- removed to Tunbridge ; where his 
stances had not been so straitened performances attracted the notice 
as to prevent his mingling with of Mr. Cumberland, and gained 
persons of rank, we might have him thefavourof Lord Abingdon, 
seen his ^plays embeMisbed with the latter of whom gave him some 
more finished characters, and instructions in music. He was 
adorned with a more polished dia- afterwards engaged at York, wheim 
logue* he played three tragic characters^ 
On the whde, however, his Romeo, Oroonoko, and Douglas ; 
pieces are veiy entertaining ; and but on the departure of Mr. 
jome Qf toem, afler a whole Knight from the company, he (^ 
century has passed over them, made a stipulation that he should 
are still among the greatest fa- never be obliged to play a tragic 
.?ourites of the public. His Tmn character again. He now mar- 
Bivals has been considered by the ried Mrs. Mills, then recently be- 
critics as his most perfect, regular, come a widow ; and his fame in 
and finished play, yet it is far from low comedy having reached Lon- 
standing in the same rank of pre- don, he received a liberal ofifer 
ference with the audience $ which from Mr. Harris, whose company 
is one instance among many that had then lately lost Edwin. He 
serve to evince, that the art of made his first appearance at Co- 
pleasing in dramatic writings, and vent Garden Theatre, Sept. 21, 
more especially in comedy, -frer 179^ > as Caleb, in He won* d be a 
quently depends on a certain hap- Soldier, \ and .was received with 
piness, which cannot be reduced great and deserved applause. On 
within the limits of any didactic Mr. Bannister*s leaving the Ha)^* 
rules or critical investigation. market Theatre, he recommended 

, Farrer, . To a gentle- Mr. Fawcett to Mr* Colroan } and, 

.man of Oundle, of this name, we in 179^% he. was engaged by that 

, ]|ave heard ascj:ii;)ed . geademan for the summer seaaoni. 
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So intidi did he conduct himself Fertumnus and Pomona. Past. 

to the satisfaction of Mr. Colman^ 1782. Songs only printed. 

that not long after he was appointed Fennhll, — — . This gentle- 

>• I icdng-manager ; which situation man, a native of Wales, was in- 

• 1 he held till 1803 ; when Mr. Col- tended ibr the bar; bu{ an insu« 

> I man, who had sustained great in- perable predilection for the stage 

convenience and loss by the more rendered the study of the law 

and more protracted seasons of the irksome; and, in 1787* he went 

winter theatres, from which he to Edinburgh, where, under the 

was used to form his company, de- assumed name oT Cambray, he 

termined to open his house at as performed Othello, Jaffier, &c. 

early a period of the summer as with great approbation. Encou- 

I his patent allowed ; and therefore raged by this reception, he catfie 

began bis performances May l6, to London, and offered himself to 

1808, with a selection from pro- Mr. Harris, who fixed a night for 

▼inctal theatres; at the head of his appearance; and on the 1 2th 

whom he placed, as we have in of October, of the same year, 

another part mentioned, Mr. El* he made his first bow at Co- 

liston as acting-manager. Mr. vent Grarden in the character of 

Fawcett*s first wife died in 1797> Othello, retaining his ficlitious 

leaving behind h«r a daughter : he name. Afrer this, he played Jaf- 

afterwards married Miss Gawdry, fier, Alexander the Great, &c. But 

by whom he has a young family, as iiis talents did not excite the 

As an actor, his talents are versa- admiration that he wished and 

tile : the comic old man or simple probably expected, he thought it 

rastic; the waggish servant or pe- advisable to return to Edinburgh, 

dantic 'master ; sit on him with with a view of improving him- 

•qnal ease. In private life, he self; but he had scarcely renewed 

preserves the dignity of a gentle- his former estimation before he 

m^n; and no traits of his profes- was driven from that stage, in the 

•siOQ are to be discovered in his most arbitrary, migenerous, and 

tonversation. He has produced unjust manner. The play of Fe* 

for the theatres the followhig sue- nicePreservedw9» to be performed ; 

cessful pieces t and Mr. Woods, who had beea 

1 . Obi. Pant. Dr. 8vo. 1 800. the Scotch Roscius for several years, 

2. Permue. F^nt. Dr. Songs, already chagrined at die reputation 
kc. 8vo. 1901. of Mr. Fennell, was mortified and 

3. Th§ Enchanted Island, Dram, alarmed when the part of Jafifier 
BaL 1804. was taken from hin^, and given to 

FciLDB, Mattrbw, was rector the latter; though this was done 

of St. Anne, Aldersgate, a pre- withoutanydesi^ of hurting him, 

beodary of St. Paul*s, and some but merely to cast the play as 

time under grammar-master of strongly as possible ; and Pierre, 

Cbrist's Hospital. He wasof Pem- a character of equal, if not supe- 

broke Hall, Cambridge, where he rior, consequence, was given him 

fook the degree of B. A. 1772, in exchange. This was entirely 

M. A. 177^> tuid died August 1 1, the act of the manager ; for Fen«- 

1796 ; having produced an unsuc- nell approved of the soldier as much 

«es8fiil piece, entitled as the lover. Mr. Woods, wht 
4 
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Was origiDatly a printer, felt hitU- 
ielf piqued and insulted by the 
change. As he professed to teach 
the Scotch how to speak English^ 
and condticted himself with great 
propriety in private life, he was 
admitted into genteel circles, and 
commanded such influence, that ' 
no manager dared play in Edin- 
burgh without engaging him on 
his own terms. Elevated in his 
own ideas, he imagined an ex- 
planation with Jackson would be 
derogating from his importance. 
He waited on several young law- 
yers who had formerly been his 
pupils, and represented his griev- 
ance in the strongest colours, with 
the advantage of having auditors 
previously prepossessed in his fa- 
vour. They instantly caught fire y 
and, after calling a numerous 
meeting, they went to the theatre 
in a body, resolved to vent their 
indignation onMr.Fennell. When- 
ever he appeared, he was saluted 
with hissing ; called on to answer 
how be dared take Jaffier from 
Mr. Woods ; insulted, and loaded 
with the most opprobrious invec- 
tives. He endeavoured to explain ) 
but, oh hearing a zealot stigmatize 
liim in the most odious language, 
his feelings as a man were so put 
to the quick, that he replied, 
" The person who says so is a vil- 
«^ lain r* This assertion, not be- . 
ing generally understood, gave 
great otFence, and he was called 
on to make a submission the most 
humiliating; which he refused, 
and in consequence was forced to 
quit the stage. Though the arbi- 
trary body of lawyers became his 
bitter enemies, yet the unpreju- 
diced inhabitants of Edinburgh 
thought him shamefully injured. 
The story spread, not only through . 
Scotland, but England and Ire- . 
land; it was every where talked of^ 
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and the irascible Caledonians 
universally execrated,. Every one 
felt for Mr. Fennell, and wished to 
see his wrongs redressed. Finding 
so many friends, and feeling; jus- 
tice so much on his side^ he brought 
an action against tlie ringleaders 
for depriving him of his livelihood^ 
but here he found himself in ao 
awkward predicament. To xh$ 
disgrace of the country, not one 
advocate could be found to plead 
his cause, though it was well known 
to be a good one; until Mr. Charles 
Hope and Mr. Lewis Grant stood 
forth his champions, rather tbaa 
not rescue Scotland from the igno^ 
miny of being destitute of advo- 
cates to plead tlie cause of ail 
oppressed individuak £ut, as Sir 
Harry Wildair says, " it is. vain 
'f to contend with a noan in his 
'* own profession ;*' fur^ after pro- 
secuting the conspirators with all 
possible rigour near twelve months> 
he found himself as distant from 
redress as when he. first began;, 
and, as if. it were to exonerate th« 
friends to his caus^ from mortifica- 
tion at his ill success, he consented 
to apologize on the public stage, 
and acknowledge himself in thft 
wrong, though every one present 
knew he had not done wrong till 
that moment ! For this act ion « 
which changed the public commi- 
seration into contempt, we cannot 
account : it was not from a view of 
emolument in Edinburgh^ as be 
soon after left that city; and it 
could not be from a conviction of > 
his errqr. He performed a few 
nights in York, and obtained an* 
other engagement, at Covent Gar- 
den in 17831 where, however, 
he seldom performed, and was dis- 
charged at the end of the season. . 
On the commencement of the 
following season he thought to* 
efifect by his pen what he could 
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ntit atcomplish by bis dramatic 
talents; and to frighten the ma- 
nagers into a compliance with his 
wishes, by scoUrgi^ig them in a 
j>eriodical publication, entitled The 
Theatrical Guardian / He profess- 
ed to redress all theatrical griev- 
ances, and he spoke many strong 
and bitter truths j but he failed in 
his design; the publication was 
dropped; the managers remained 
unreformed; and Mr. Fennell was 
disengaged from any of the Lon- 
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the government, whereby iie bc^^ 
catne disqualified for the taling 
of orders. Soon after bis quittii^ 
the university, h^ 1;vas entertained 
by Charles, Earl of Orrery, as hit 
secretary in Flanders, and also ,aa 
tutor to his son John, Lord Boyle. 
He was at one period an nsbeir ia 
the school of Mr. Bonwicke» inl 
Surrey, and probably was asskted 
by his elder brother, who had as 
estate of a thousand ponnds per 
annum, and to whom be coo* 



don theatres. What became of stantly paid a yearly visit. He 



liim after this we know not with 
certainty, but think that he went 
to America. As a dramatist, he 
iias onlv the credit, of the follow- 
ing production : 

Lindor and Clara, Com. 8vo. 

1791. 

But .he also published, 179^, an 
octavo volume, called A Review 
of the Proceedings at Paris during 
the last Summer. 

Fejjton, Elijah. This'gen-^ 
tleman was the youngest of eleven 
children, and was born May 20, 
l683, at a place called Shelton, 
near Newcastle - under - Line, in 
Staffordshire, in which county 



afterwards kept a school himself 
at Seven Oaks in Kent. He wsm 
a man of great humanity and ten* 
derness, and of a most aflable and 
genteel behaviour ; which qoalities^ 
joined to his great good sense and 
literary abilities, highly endeared 
him to all who knew him« and 
more especially to his rehtions, 
by whom he was greatly caressed. 
His life, not being intermin^ed 
with any affairs of public business, 
was, like that of most studioos 
men, very barren of incident. It 
was, however, blest yith an un- 
interrupted calm, which heenjoyed 
till the inevitable stroke deprived 
^re several families of the name of the world of him and his virtues^ 
Feuton, all of whom are branches on the 13th of July 1 730. Hq 
from tl>e same original stock, died and was buried at East Hamp« 
which was a very ancient and ho- stead Park, near Oakinghan^, in 
nourable one. Nor had he less Berkshire, leaving behind him the 
right to boast of the antiquity of same fair reputation he had carried 
bis family on the female side; his with him t^irough life. In shprt^ 



mother being lineally descended 
from one Mare, who was an officer 
in William the Conqueror's arjny. 
He was intended for tlie ministry; 
to preptre him for which, he was 
sent to the university of Cambridge, 
and entered of Jesus College, 
where he took the degree of ba- 
chelor of arts in 1704, and that 
of M. A. at Trinity College, in 
1726. Her«, bowever, he em- 
braced principles very opposite to 



he was perhaps the very happiest 
man among the whole extensive 
number that we have occasion to 
mention in the course of this 
work. He had that good fortune 
which rarely befals authors, of 
having his merits acknowledged 
and respected during his lifetime, 
without having laid himself open 
to the jealousy or malevolence 
even of his brother-writers : an4 
as, while living, he enjoyed the 
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fHendship of Mr. Pope, so after The following remark of Mr. 
death he received from that poet Horace Walpole, in the postscript 
the tribute of a very elegant epi- to his Mysterious Mother, • does so 
taph, which is to be found in Mr. nnuch honour to Mr. Fenton as a 
Pope's works, ahd which more poet, that it ought not to be omit- 
strongly characterizes the goodness ted at the conclusion of this short 
of the person it was written upon, account of him : *' The excellence 
than all that could be added on this *' of our dramatic writers is by no' 
occasion could possibly do. '^ means iequal to that of the great 
Mr. Fenton wrote many poems, *' men we have produced in other 
but only one dramatic piece, which '' walks. Theatric genius l^y dor- 
is entitled " mant after Shakspeare ; waked, 
^ Mariamne, T. 8vo. 1723. " with some bold and glorious, but 
This, however, met with perhaps *' irregular and often ridiculous, 
as much applause sis any play that " flights, in Dry den j revived in 
had appeared for many years both ^' Otway 5 maintained a placid 
before and after it; and indeed *' pleasing kind of dignity in Rowe, 
touch more than could be expected *' and even shone in his /awe Shore. 
under the disadvantageous circum- *^ It trod in sublime and classic 
stances that attended on its first " fetters in Cato, but was void of 
appearance: for, in consequence '' nature, or the power of affecting 
of the ill-behaviour of, the mana- " the passions. In Southern it 
gers of Drury Lane theatre, who, " seemed a' genuine ray of nature 
notwithstanding repeated promises '* and Shakspeare j but falling on 
to the contrary, had delayed bring- *' an age ?till more Hottentot, was 
ing it on for three or four years '^ stifled in those gross and bar- 
together, he was induced, and in- " barous productions, tragi-corae- 
deed advised by his friends, to '^ dies. It turned to tuneful non- 
carry it to the theatre in Lincoln's ^' sense in The Mourning Bride; 
Inn Fields, where he was assured " grew stark mad in Lee j whose 
that his interest should be strongly '' cloak, a little the worse for 
supported ; and indeed these pro- " wear, fell on Young ; yet in 
taises were amply performed j for, '' both was still a poet*s cloak. It 
although that theatre was then so '' recovered its senses in Hughes 
entirely out of favour with the " and Fenton, who were afraid 
town, ^hich in general is guided *' it should relapse, and accordingly 
by caprice and fashion aloi)ie, that, *' kept it dowp with- a timid, but 
for d long time before, the ma- '* amiable, hand— and then it lan- 
nagers had scarcely ever been able " guished. We have^not mounted 
to defray their charges, nay, fre- *f again above the two last/* 
quently had acted to audiences of Mr. Fenton had begun another 
£ve or six pounds, the merit of play; but had made small progress 
this piece not only brought crowd- in it. It was to be called 
ed houses for several nights toge- Dion. Trag. 
ther> but seemed by so doing* to Fbnwick, John. We know 
have turned the current of public nothing more^ of this gentleman, 
favour into a new channel, from than as having produced one dra- 
which, during the exist etice of that raatic piece, called 
theatre, it never after so totally The Indian, F. 8vo. 1800. 
deviated,. as it had done for a con- Fbrrar^ John. A person who 
siderable while be£pre. 
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wrote^ and published at Limerick^ on the authority of, Roberts the ***^'^ ,,- 

together with some Miscellaneous player, in bis answer to Pope^^ is '^^/jj. 

Poems, supposed to be the same Field^;.^! .viL 

The Orphan-, or. The Happy whose name is joined with those /•^^^^♦^^c" 

Marriage. Trag. 8vo. iy65, of Herainge, Burbadge, Con- 
It is inscribed to the gentlemen dell, &c. before the folio edition 
of the 49th, 56th, and 65th re* of Shakspeare's works, and also in 
giments of foot. the dramatis personae prefixed to 
Ferrebs, Edward, was of a the Cynthia's Revels of Ben Jon- 
good family at BaldesleyCIinton, in son. He wrote two dramatic 
Warwickshire ; but the name of pieces, whose titles are as fol- 
the particular place where he was low : , 
bom, or that of the house in Ox- 1. A Woman *s a Weathercocks !^ '^ 'U I 
ford where he was educated, are C. 4to. I6l2. ; h 
circumstances ■ unknown. It is, 2. Amends for Ladies^ C. 4to« 
however, certain, that he conti- I6I8. 

nned there some years ; and Besides these, he was concerned 

when he left the university, had with Massinger in the writing of 

written several tragedies and co- a very good play, called 
medies, or interludes, all which The Fatal Dowry, T. 4to. l632« 

gave the King so much good re- on which two authors since havp 

creation, that, as Pattenham says, formed the groundwork of their 

he had thereby many good re- respective tragedies.; viz. Mr.Rowe, 

wards > arid he further adds, that that of his Fair Penitent i and 

for such things as he hath seen of Aaron Hill, of one which he left 

his writing, and of the writing of behind him unfinished, by the 

Thomas Sachvile, they deserve the title of The Insolvent; or. Filial 

price^kc. He probably died 1564. Piety, 

None of his plays have reached we have not been able to trace 

the present times. the peiiod either of the birth or 

Fe&riae, Dr. John, physician death of this author, 
to the Manchester Infirmary and Fielding, Henry. This justly 

Lunatic Hospital, is author of celebrated writer was born at 

Medical Histffries and Reflections, Sharpham Park, in Somersetahire, 

2 vol. 8vo. and of several excellent or, as some say, in Capel Street, 

papers in the Transactions of the Dublin, April 22, 1707. His fa- 

Literary and Philosophical Society ther, Edmund Fielding, Esq. who 

of Manchester, He also distin- was a younger son of the Earl of 

guished himself some years ago as Denbigh, was in the army, and 

a detector of several palpable pla- towards the close of King Geo. I.*$ 

giarisms in the writings of Sterne, reign, or on the accession ofGreo.Ij. 

His claim, however, to a niche was promoted to the rank of a 

in our literary structure is founded lieutenant-general. His mother 

on the following piece : was daughter to Judge Gronld, and 

The Prince of Angola, T. 8vo. aunt to the late Sir Henry Gould, 

1788. one of the judges of the Common 

Field, Matthew. SeeFEiLDE. Pleas. This lady, besides oilr an- 

Field, Nathaniel. This au- thor, who seems to have beea her 

thor lived in the reign of King first-born, had another coo and 

' James I. and King Charles I. and, four daughten ; and, in conic* 
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ijoence of his father's second mar- 
riage, Mr. Fielding had six half- 
brotbers, all of whom are dead; 
the last sarviror having been the 
|ate ^r John Fielding, in thecom* 
mission of the peace for the coun- 
ties of Middlesex, Surrey, Essex, 
md the liberties of Westminster, 

Our author received the first 
TodimeDts of his education at home, 
under the care of the Rev. Mr. 
Oliver J for whom he seems to have 
liad no very great regard, as he is 
said to have designed a portrait of 
lus character in the very humorous 
yet detestable one of Parson Trul- 
mer, in his Joseph j^ndrews, Whep 
taken from under this gentleman's 
charge, he was removed to Eton 
School, where be bad ah oppor- 
ilonity of cultivating a very early 
intiiy^iSMr^ and .friendship with se- 
TCfsi, who afterwards became the 
jbst persons in the kingdom, such 
as Lord l^yttelfqn, Mr. Fox, Mr. 
Pitr, Sir Charl^f Hanbury Wil- 
iiams, 8^c. who ^yer through life 
ketained a warpa i:egard for him. 
Bat these wef^ not the pply ad- 
Irabtages he Reaped' at 'that great 
seminary of (education 5 for, \xg an 
assiduous application to study, a^d 
the possession of strong and pecu- 
liar talents, he became, before he 
left that school, uncommonly versed 
in the Greek authors, and a per- 
fect master of the Latin classics. 
Thnsf accomplished, at about eigli- 
teeii years of age he left Eton, and 
weiit to Ley4en, where lie studied 
.nnder the most celebrated qiviiians 
for abo- •. two years ]^. at th^ expi- 
ration 01 which time, thp remit- 
tances from England not coming 
so regularly as at ^rst, he was 
^liged to return to Loudon. 

In short. General Fielding's fa- 
tnily being very greatly increased 
^y bis second marriage, as may be 
'ietii frckn what we have said above. 



it became irtipossible for him i^ 
make such appointments for this 
his eldest son, as he could have 
wished ; his allowance was there- 
fore either very ill paid, or entirely 
neglected* This unhappy situa- 
tion soon produced all the ill con- 
sequences which could arise from 
poverty and dissipation. Possessed 
of a strong constitution, a lively 
imagination, and a disposition na- 
turally but little formed for eco- 
nomy, he found himself his own 
master, in a place where the tempt- 
ations to every expensive pleasure 
are numerous, and the means of 
gratifying them easily attainable. 
From this unfortunately pleasing si- 
tuation sprung the source of every 
misfortune or uneasiness that Mr. 
Fielding afterwards felt throi^h 
)i^. He very soon found that his 
finances were by no means ade- 
quate to the frequent draughts 
made on him from the conse- 
quences of the brisk career of dis- 
sipation which he had launched 
into ; yet, as disagreeable impres- 
sions never continued long upon 
his mind, but only on the contrary 
roused him to struggle through his 
difficulties with the greater spirit 
;^nd magnanimity, he flattered 
him^tf that he should find his 
resources in his wit and invention, 
and accordingly commenced writer 
for the stage ^n ^he year 1727> at 
which time he had npt more than 
attained the completion of his 
twentieth year. 1 * 

His first attempt in the drama 
was a, piece called Love in s^eyeral 
^Masaues, which, though it indnie* 
diately succeeded the long gnd 
crowded run of The Provoked Hus^ 
land, ' met with a favourable re* 
ception ; as did likewise his second 
play, which came out in the fol- 
lowing year, and was entitled, Tkf 
Temple Beau. He did not, bow-» 
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mver, meet with equal success in helps it might have derived from 

«11 his dramatic works 3 for he has the productions of a genius unin- 

even printed in the title-pag(^ of cumbered wilh aniieties and per* 

ope of his farces, as it was damned plexity> might have even afibrded 

ai the Theatre Royal in fhiiry Lane 3 him an affluent income 3 with this, 

and he himself informs us, in the we say, and a wife whom he wa^ 

|;eneral preface tp his Miscellanies, fond of to distraction, and for 

that for Tke Wedding Day, though whose sake, he had taken up a re^ 

acted six nights, his profits from solution of bidding adieu to all tb^ 

the house did not exceed fifty follies and intemperances to which 

pounds.' Nor did a much better he had addicted himself in that 

fate attend on some of his earlier short but very rapid career of a 

productions 3 so that, though it was town life which he had run, he 

his lot always to write from ne- determined to retire to his cbun* 

cessity, he would probably, not- try-seat^ and there reside en* 

withstanding his writings, have la- tirely. 

boured contrqu^^y under that ne- But here, in spite of this pra«« 
cessity, had not the severity of the dent resolutioq, one folly only took 
public, and the malice of his ene- place of another 3 and family pride 
mies, met with a noble alleviation now brought on him all the in« 
from the patronage of several per- conveniencies in one place, that 
tons of distinguished rank and cha- vouthftil dissipation and libertinism 
racter, particularly the Dukes of nad done in another. The in- 
Richmond and Roxbui;^, John come he possessed, though suffi- 
Cuke of Argyle, the first Lord cient for ease, and even some de- 
Lytteltoh, &c. ] the last-named of gree of eliegance, yet was in no 
t^hich noblemen, not only by his degree adequate to the support of 
friendship softened the rigour of either luxury or splendour. Yet, 
oir author's misfortanes while he fond of figure and magnificence^ 
lived, but also by his generous ar- he incumbered himself with a large 
dour vindicated his character and retinue of servants, and his natu* 
did justice to his memory after ral turn leading him to a fondness 
death. for the delights of society and con- 
About six or seven years after vivial mirthi he threw wide open 
Mr. Fielditig^s commencing a wri- the gajes of hospitality, abd suf-^ 
ter for the 8t2rge,'he fell in love fered his whole^ patrimony to be 
with and married a Miss Crad- deyoured up by hounds; horses, 
dock, a young lady frbnl Salisbury, and entertainments. 1^ short, in 
possessed 'of a very great shar^ of less than three years, froni the 
beauty, and a ' fortune of abobt mere passion of being esteemed' a 
fifteen hundred pounds 3 and about man of great fortune, he reduced 
the same time his mother dying; himself to the displeasing situation 
an (estate at Stower; in Dorsetshire,' of having no fortune at all; and 
6f somewhat better than two hun- through an ambition of maintain- 
dred pounds per annum, came into ing an open house for the reception 
his pos^ssi6n. With this fortune; oi ehery one' else, he soon round 
which, had it been conducted with himself "wiXhoxxi k habitation which 
-prudence and economy, might he could call his own. In a word^ 
have secured to him a state <!^ in- by a desire, as Shakspeare ex^ 
dependence for Rfe^ and with |he presses it, of * . ^ 
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** jShovring somewhat a more swelling 
port 

<• Than his faint means would grant con- 
tinuance^" 

he was, in the course of a very 
short period, brought back to the 
same unfortunate situation which ■ 
be had before experienced; but 
with this aggravation to it^ that 
be could now have none of those 
resources in future to look forward 
to, which he had thus indiscreetly 
lavished. He had undermined his 
own supports, and had now no- 
thing but his own abilities to de- 
pend on for the recovery of what 
be had so wantonly thrown from 
him, an easy competence. Not 
discouraged, however, he deter- 
mined to exert his best abilities, 
betook himself closely to the study 
of the law, and, after the cus- 
tomary time of probation at the 
Temple, was called to the bar, and 
made no inconsiderable figure in 
Westminster Hall. 

To the practice of the law Mr, 
Fielding now applied himself with 
great assiduity, both in the courts 
here and on the circuits, so long 
as his health permitted him ; and 
it is probable would have risen to 
a considerable degree of eminence 
in it, had not the intemperances 
of his early part of life put a 
check, by their consequences, to 
the progress of his success. In 
short, though but a young man, he 
began now to be molested with 
such violent attacks from the gout, 
as rendered it impossible for him 
to be so constant at the bar as the 
laboriousness of his profession re- 
quired, and would only permit 
him to pursue the law by snatches, 
at such intervals as were free from 
indisposition. However, under 
these umted severities of pain and 
want, he still found resources in 
|iis genius and abilities. He was 



concerned in a political periodical 
paper called The Champion, which 
owed its principal support to his 
pen ; a pen which seems never to 
nave lain idle, since it was perpe- 
tually producing, almost as it were 
extempore^. a play, a farce, a pam- 
phlet, or a newspaper, but whose 
full exertion of power seemed re- 
served for a kind of writing dif- 
ferent from, and indeed superior - 
to, tliem all ; nor will it perhaps 
be necessary, in proof of this, more 
than to mention his celebrated no- 
vels of Joseph Andrews and Tom 
Jones, which are too well kilown 
and too justly admired to leave us 
any room for expatiating on their 
merits. Precarious, however, as 
this means of subsistence unavoid- 
ably must be, it was scarcely pos- 
sible he should be enabled by it to 
recover his shattered fortunes ) he 
was therefore at length obliged to 
accept the office of an acting ma-* 
gistrate in the commission of the 
peace for the county of Middlesex, 
in which station he continued tiU 
pretty i^af the time of his death | 
an o&ce, however, which seldom 
fails of being hateful to the popu- 
lace, and of course liable to many 
infamous and unjust imputations, 
particularly that of venality; a 
charge which the ill-natured world, 
not unacquainted with Mr. Field- 
ing*s want of economy and pas- 
sion for expense, were but too 
ready to cast upon him. Yet from 
this charge Mr. Murphy, in the 
life of this author, prefixed to the 
best edition of his works, has taken 
great pains to exculpate him; as 
has likewise Mr. Fielding himselif, 
in his Voyage to Lisbon, which was 
not- only his last work, but may, 
with some degree of propriety, be 
considered as the last words of a 
dying man ; that voyage having 
been undertaken only as a d^j/ieT 
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reMrt in one last desperate^ effort 
for the preservation of life^ and 
the restoring a constitution broken 
witb chagdn J distress^ vexation^ and 
public business) for his strengtli 
waa at that dme entirely exhaust- 
ed> and, in about two mouths 
after his arrival at Lisbon^ he 
yielded his last breath, in the 
^rty-eighth year of his ^e>. and 
of our Lord 1754. 

Mr. Fielding's geniusj as before 
•observed, was most visible in 
those strong, lively, and natural 
pamtings of the characters of raan- 
kindj and the movements of the 
human heart, which constitute the 
basis of his novels ; yet, a(s comedy 
bears the closest affinity to this 
kind of writing, his dramatic- 
pieces, every one of which is comic, 
^e far ftom being contemptible. 
His farces and ballad pieces, more 
especially, have a sprightliness of 
manner, and a forclbleness of cha- 
racter, by which it is impossible to 
avoid being agreeably entertained; 
and in those among tliem which 
he has in any degree borrowed 
from Moliere or any other writer, 
he has done his original great 
hononr and justice by the man- 
ner in which he has handled the 
subject. The number and titles 
of his dramatic works are as fol- 
low : 

l» Lwe in several Masques^ C. 
9W.1728. 

2. TempkBeau. C. 8val730. 

ZijkUhan*sFarce» C. 8vo»17dO. 

4; Tim Thumb. T. 8vo. 1730. 
' S. CJqffee-hmtse Politician [ori- 
ginally called. Rape upon Rape"] . C. 
8vo. 1730. 

6- ThA Tragedy of Tragedies. 
8vo. 1731. 

T. Letter Wnier9. F, %yo. 1 73 1 . 
i 8. Grub-street Opera. 8vo. 173 1 . 
. g. leitery. Ba^kF. 8yo.l7<31. 



: 10. Modern Husband. C. 8yo. 
1732. 

W, Mock Doctor » B. F. 8vo. 
1732. 

12. Covent Garden Tragedy. F. 
8vo. 1732. 

13. Debauchees. C. 8vo. 1733. 

14. Miser. C. 8vo. 1733. 
\5. Don Quixote in England, C. 

8?o. 1733. 

16. Intriguing Chambermaid. C. 
8vo. 1734. 

17. Old Man taught Wisdom. 
F. 8vo. 1734. 

18. The Universal Gallant. C. 
8vo. 1735. 

19. Euridice. F. 8vo. 1735. 

20. Pasquin. Dram. Sat. 8vt). 
1736. 

21. Historical Register. C. 8vo. 
[1737.] 

22. Euridice hiss*d. F. SVo. 

1737. 

23. Tumblcdoum Dick. D. £. 
8vo. 1737. 

24. Miss Lucy in Town. F, 
8vo. 1742. 

25. Philus the God of Riches. 
C. Assisted by Mr. Young, fiivo. 
1742. 

26. tVedding Day. • C. 8vo# 
1743. 

27. Interlude between Jupiter, 
JunOy and Mercury, 8vo. 1 743-. 

28. The Fathers} or, TheGood^ 
naturedMan. C. 8vo* 1778. 

As to Mr. Fielding's character 
as a man, it may in great measure 
be deduced from the incidents we 
have above related of his life ; but 
cannot perhaps be with more can- 
dour set forth than by his biogra- 
pher Mr. Murphy, with some of 
whose words therefore we shall 
elose this article. 

*' It will be (says that gentle- 
*^ man) an humane and generous 
** office, to set down to the ac- 
'* count of slander and defamation^ 
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^'Agt^at part of that abofie which Fisubivo, Si&ih. l^is UAf 
" was discharged against him by was sister to Heniy l^elding. She 
" his enemies io hts lifetime 5 de-r was author of David Svnfie, and 
''ducing^ however^ from the whole sevetal novels^ and. translator of 
this lunkul lesson, that qukk and Xenophon's MemoraMia, She wars 
ivarm passions should bi early born in the rear 1714» and lived 
*' controaed, and . thai dissipation chiefly at Batn» where she died in 
and extravagant pleasures are tke April 1769. Her ^-iendJDr. John 
mostdangerouspalliations thai can Hoadly^ who erected a monument 
le fauna for disappoinifnents and to her memory, says^ 
*^ vexations, in the Jirsi stages of o Her unaffected mannm, candid miiia, 
*' life. We have seen (adds he) « Herheartbenevolcjit, and soul restgn'd; 
** how Mr. Fielding very soon '' Were more her praise than all she 
*' squandered away his small pa- ^^new or thought, 

'< trimony, which, with economy, " '^'^^ Attiem' wisdom to herscxshc 
" might have procured him inde- **"^ ^' 

" p0ndence 1—- we have seen how She has been generally thought 
" he ruined, into the bargain, a to have been the author of a Sol* 
'' constitution which, in its original matic fiible, printed in three vo« 
''texture, seemed formed to last liuhes 12mo. 1754> called 
*' much longer. When illness and The Cry* 
''indigence were once let in upon But see this article in Vol. II. 
'^ him, he no longer remained the p. 145. 

" master of his own actions $ and Filmbb, Eowabd, This gen- 
" that nice delicacy of conduct, tleman was bred at All Souls Cd- 
" which alone constitutes and pre- lege, Oxford, where he took the 
" serves a (^haracter, was occasion- degree of B, C. L. Feb. 21, 1675, 
" ally obliged to give way. When and of D. C. L. Oct. 27, 168I, 
'* he was not under the immediate He was ever a strong advocate for 
" urgency of want, those who were dramatic writings, which, together 
" intimate with hkn are ready to with the professors of dramatic 
" aver, that he had a mind greatly poetry, he has warmly defended, 
"superior to any thing mean or against their furious enemy and 
little ; when his finances were opponent Jeremy Collier. Id the 
exhausted, he was not the most - decline of his life he produced a 
elegant m his chcMce of the play, which, though it bears stnii^ 
*' means to redress himself, and testinumy to the understanding and 
"he would instantly exhibit a farce abilities of the author, yet Ailed^f 
" or a puppet-show, in the Hay- success on the stage, ibr the want 
" market theatre, which was whoUy of that force aod firewiHehdt is 
" inconsistent -with the profession pr6bable the Doctor, in « less ad- 
" he had embarked in. But his vat&ced time of life, wtnild liave 
" intimates are witness how much 'been able to have besiowedoa it. 
** his pride sufiered when he was The piece is entitled 
"forced into measures of this TheUnn^uralBroihir^^^Aio. 
*' kind; fio man having a juster 1697. 

*' sense of propriety, or more ho- FiNCtt, Awwb, Con^m^Bsi or 
*' nourable ideas of the enfiplcfy- Wincbijusba^ "This lady wa^ 
" ment of an antbor and ft scbo* daughter of iSir William iUngtrnill* 
" lar/' of Sidmonton^ in the coon^ of 
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Soothaippton^ Xoight. She wds 
maid of honour to the second 
Duicbess of ib6 Duke of York^ af- 
terwards King James II. -, married 
Heneage, second son of Heneage» 
Earl of Wincbilsea, by Lady Mary, 
second daughter of William Sey- 
mour, JDuke of Somerset ; which 
Heneage was, in his father's life- 
time, gentleman of the bedcham- 
ber to the Duke, of York; and 
afterwards, upon the death of his 
nephew Charles, succeeded him in 
the title of Earl of Winchilsea. 
Thiji lady died on tbe'^tli day of 
*August 1720, having, in the year 
17 ^^» published a.coUection of her 
poems in 8vo. among which is 

Aristomenes. T. 
It is said that many of her poems 
fttill remain in MS. 

Finney, ■- To a writer of 

this name m The Morning Herald, 
and other newspapers, is ascribed 

The Green Room. Prel. 1783. 

N. P. 

FisHBou^NE, Ma. This gen-t 
tleman belonged to the inns of 
court, and is only mentioned here 
by way of perpetuating that infamy 
"which he has justly incuixed, by 
being known to be the author of a 
dramatic piece, entitled 

Sodom. 
This play is so extremely obscene, 
ai^ beyond all bounds indecent 
and inHDoral, that even the EJarl of 
Rochester, whose libertinism was 
80 professed and open, and who 
scarcely knew what the sense of 
shame was, could not bear to un- 
deigo the imputation of being the 
author of this piece (which, in 
order to make it sell, was pub^ 
lished with initial letters in the 
title, intended to misguide the 
opinion of the public, and induce 
them to fix it on that nobleman), 
and pablished a copy of verses to 
^dlscUi^ h^s b^vi^g hiid my si^9 
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in the composition : nor ha» it 
indeed any spark of resemblance 
to Lord Rochester's wit, could that 
even have atoned (which, however, 
it could by no means have done) for 
the abominable obscenity of it. To 
such lengths did the license of that 
court induce persons to imagtno 
they might proceed in vice with 
full impunity. 

Fisher, Ti^^ Jaspbs, was a 
gentleman's son, born in Bedford* 
shire, and entered a commoner of 
Magdalen Hall in 16O7. He af- 
terwards took the degrees in arts^ 
became divini^ or philosophy read** 
er of Magdalen College,' rector of 
Wilden, Bedfordshire, about 1631* j 
and at length doctor of divinity, 
Oldys, in his manuscript notes oa 
Langbaine, says he was blind. He 
published some sermons, and one 
play, called 

Ftdmus Troes, the true Trojana^ 
Hist. ?lay. 4to. 1633. 

FisHEK, — . To a perK>n of 
this name has been ascribed the 
following drama : 

The School for In^atitude. C. 
8vo. N.D. [1798.] 

FiTz 6£ R ALD, M. 0{ this gen- 
tleman we know no more than 
that he is mentioned as the author 
of a play acted in Dublin, called 
Ekvtna, T. \'jg%. 
Fitzgerald, Prestqk, has 
published 

\. The Spaniard and Siorlamh. T, 
8vo. 1810. 

Fl^cknor, Richard. This 
writer lived in the reign of King 
Charles IT. He is said to have 
been originally a Jesuit, and, in 
consequence of that profession, to 
have had connexions with most of 
the persons of distinction in Lou- 
don, who were of the Roman Ca- 
tholic persuasion. The character 
that I^Qgbaine gives of him is, 
that his acquaintsiQCf with tbe 
It a 
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hobllUy was more than with the of Mr. Flecknoe, and his harog 

Muses, and that be had a greater printed to his dramatis penonsB 

propensity to rhyming than genius the names of the actors by whom 

for poetry. he had intended the several parts 

He wrote many things both in to be Jterformed, in order, as he 

pro&e and verse, more especially says, *' that the reader might have 

the latter, and has left behind him '' half the pleasm^ of seeing it 

£ve dramatic pieces, onlv one of '' acted," it is probable that be 

which (Love's KingdomJ he could and his works might have smik to- 

ever obtain the favour of having gether into absolute oblivion, had* 

kcted, and that met with but in- not the resentment of a much 

different sudcess. Tlieir titles are, greater poet against him, we mean 

1 . Love's Dominion. D. P. 12mo. Mr. Dryden, doomed him to a dif- 
1654. ferent kind of immortality from 

2. Marriage of Oceanus and Bri" that which he aimed at, by giving 
tannia. Allegorical Fiction. 12mo. his name to one of the severest 
\65g, satires he eve? wrote, viz. his 

3. Erminia. T. C. 4to. l65l. J^ac Ftecknoe, which, though 

4. Love*s Kingdom, Past. Tr.*- pointed at Shadwell, has never- 
Com. 12mo. 1064. theless sbme severe strokes upon 

5. Damoiselles d-la-Mode. C. our author, which, together with 
12mo. 1667. the title of the poem itself, will 

The author, however, wrapped preserve his memory, and, as he 

Mp in his own self-opinion, has himself proposed by the publica- 

carried off this disappointment in fion of his own works, " continue 

a manner extremely cavalier, and '* his name to posterity," so long 

almost peculiar to himself5 for, in as the writings of that admirable 

the preface to his Damoiselles d-la- poet continue to be read. 

Mode, which had been refused by Fleming, Robert, Jun. V.D. 

the players, he has these very re- M. Of this writer we can give no 

markable words : '^ For the act- account. He published a volume 

'' ing this comedy (says h$), thosa of religious poetry, entitled The 

'' who have the government of the Mirrour of Divine Love unveU- 

''stage have their humour, and ed, 8vo. 1691. in which is con- 

'» would be entreated ; and I have tained 

'* mine, and won't entreat ihem $ TheMonarchicallmage; or, Ne- 
" and were all dramatic writers of luchadnezzar's Dream, D. P. 
** my mind, they should wear their Fletcher, John^ See Beau- 
•'old plays threadbare ere they mont, Francis. 
^' should have any new, till they Fletcher, Phineas. This 
" better understood their own in- learned writer was the son of Giles 
" tefest, and how to distinguish Fletcher, doctor of the civil law, 
'^between good and bad." The and ambassadpr from Queen Eliza- 
Duke of Buckingham, in his Re" beth to Theodore Ivanowich, Duke 
hearsal, seems to have kept this ofMuscovy; and nephew to Bishop 
passage strongly in his eye, in the Fletcher, father of the celebrated 
anger he has put into Bayes's John Fletcher, the dramatic poet, 
mouth when the players were gone He was educated nt Eton, and in 
to dinner. However> notwith- 16OO Was sent to King's College, 
•tauding all this important blaster Cambtidge; where bt took thf 
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degrees of A. B. in l604, and 
A. M» ia 16O8. He afterwards 
entered into holy orders, and pos- 
sessed the living of Hilgay, in 
Norfolk, where be died in 1649. 
He is an author whose fame is not 
eqnal to his merit, having written 
several pieces, as The Purple Island, 
Piscatory Eclogues, LocusUe, and 
other works, which deserve to bb 
better known than they are at pre- 
sent. He hath produced one drama^ 
entitled 

Sicelides, Piscat. 4to. 1631. 
Mr. Headley remarks of this au- 
thor, that '' the five first cantos of 
'* The Purple Island are almost en- 
" tirely taken up with an expla- 
*' nation of the title ; in the course 
*' of which I he reader forgets the 
'' poet, and is sickened with the 
'' anatomist. Such minute atten- 
" tion to this part of the subject 
"was a material error in judg- 
'* ment ; for which, however, 
" ample amends is made in what 
*' follows. Nor is Fletcher wholly 
" undeserving of praise fqr the 
" intelligibility with which he has 
^' struggled through his difiiculties, 
'' for his uncommon command of 
^^ words, and facility of metre. 
" After describing the body, he 
*' proceeds to personify the pas- 
'J sions and intellectual faculties. 
^' Here fatigued attention is not 
*' merely relieved, but fascinated 
'* and enraptured ; and, notwith- 
** standing his figures, in many 
** instances, are too arbitrary and 
** fantastic in their habiliments, 
" often digproportioned and over- 
" done, sometimes lost in a super- 
*' fluity of glaring colours, and 
" the several characters, in general, 
" by no means sufficiently kept 
'' apart j yet, amid such a pro- 
" fusion of images, many are dis- 
" tinguished by a boldness of out- 
^' line, a majesty of manner, a 
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^' brillianqr of colouwpg, .a dii- 
** tinctness anid propriety of attri- 
" bute, and an air of life, that we 
** look for in vain in modern pro- 
*' ductions, and that rival*, if not 
" surpass, what we meet with of 
'^ the kind even in Spenser, from 
'* whom our author caught ,lus 
'^ inspiratiop. After exerting his 
** creative powers on this depart«»^ 
'* ment of his subject, the Virtues 
'^ and better qualities, of the heart^^ 
'' under their leader £clecta, or 
** Intellect, are attacked by the 
" Vices : a battle ensues, and the . 
'^ latter are vanquished, after a 
*' vigorous opposition, through the 
*' interference of an angel, who 
" appears at the prayers of Eclecta. 
" The poet here abruptly takes 
" an opportunity of paying a ful- 
'^ some and unpardonable compli- 
'' ment to James the First (stanza 
'' 55, canto 12) ; on that account, 
'^ perhaps, the most unpalatable^ 
" passage in the book. From 
'^ Fletcher*s dedication of this his 
'' poem, with his Piscatory Ec - 
^' logues, and Miscellanies, to his 
'' friend Edmund Benlowes, it 
'' seems, that they were written 
" very early, as he calls them 
'' ' raw essays of my very unripe 
" years, and alnrost childhood.' 
" It is to his honour that Milton 
** read and imitated him, as every 
'/ attentive reader of both poets 
" must soon discover. He is emi- • 
nently entitled to a very high 
rank among our old English 
*' classics." 

FooTE, Samuel. This well- 
known autlior was bom at Truro« 
in Cornwall, but in what year we 
know not. His father, John Foote, 
enjoyed the posts of commissioner 
of the prize-office and fine con- 
tract. His mother was heiress of 
the Dineley and Goodere families ; 
and to her, in consequence of au 
e3 
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unhfppy and fatal quarrel between 
her two brothers. Sir John Dineley 
Goodere, Bart, and Samuel Good- 
cre, Esq. captain of His Majesty's 
ship the Ruby, which terminated 
in the loss of life to both, the 
Dineley estate, which was of great 
Iralue, descended. He received his 
education at Worcester College, 
formerly Gloucester Hall, Oxford, 
iitrfaich ow^d its foundation and 
change of name to Sir Thomau 
Cocks Winfdrd, Bart, a second 
cousin of our author's. From the 
university he was removed to the 
Temple, being designed for the 
itudy of the law ; in which it is 
iDost probable that his great ora- 
torical talents, and powers of mi- 
xnickry and humour, would have 
shown themselves in a very con- 
spicuous light. The dryness and 
gravity of this study, hovvevcr,'not 
suiting the more volatile vivacity 
of his disposition, he chose rather 
to employ those talents in a sphere 
of action to which they seemed 
better adapted. Viz. on the stage j 
in the pursuit of which the repeat- 
ed proofs he received of the pub- 
lic approbation bear the strongest 
testimonials to his merit. His first 
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piece consisted of nothing 'more 
than the introduction of several 
well-known characters in real life, 
whose manner of conversation and 
expression this author had very 
happily hit in the diction of his 
drama, and still more happily re- 
presented on the stage by an exact 
and most amazing imitation, not 
only of the manner and tone of 
voice, but even of the vety per- 
sons, of those whom he intended to 
take fiff\ Among these characters 
there was in particular a certain 
physician, who wa« much better 
known from the oddity and singu- 
larity of his appearance and con- 
versation, than from his eminence 
in the practice of his profession. 
The celebrated Chevalier Taylor, 
the oculist, who was at that time 
in the height of his vogue and 
popularity, was also another object 
of Mr. Footers mimickry and ridi- 
cule ; and in tbe latter part of his 
piece, under the character of a 
theatrical director, this gentleman 
took off, with great humour and 
accuracy, the several styles of act- 
ing of every principal performer of 
the English stige. 

This performance at first met 



appearance was in the part of with some little opposition from 
Othello 5 but whether he early dis- the civil magistrates of Westmin- 



covered thdt his forte did not lie in 
tragedy, or that his genius could 
mot bear the being only a repeater 
■^f the works of others, he soon 
struck out into a new and untrod- 
den path, in which he at once at- 
tained the two great ends of af- 
fording entertainment to the pub- 



ster, under the sanction of the acl 
of parliament for limiting the 
number of playhouses. But the 
author being patronized by many 
pf the principal nobility and others, 
this opposition was over-ruled, and, 
with an alteration of the title of 
bis piece to that hf Mr. Footers 



lie and emolument to himself, giving Tea to his Friends, he pro- 



This was by taking upon him the 
double chiiracter of author apd 
performer 5 in which light, in 1 747, 
lie opened the Little Theatre in the 
Haymarket with a dramatjc piece, 
of his own writing, called The 
fXversions of the Mining. This 



ceeded without further molesta- 
tion, and represented it through 
a run of upwards of forty morn- 
ings, to crowded and splendid au- 
diences. 

The ensuing season he produced 
another piece 0f the samei&iiid^ 
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< he called An Auction of 
'&s. In this he introduced 

I new characters^ all> how- 
popular ones> and extremely 
nown ; particularly SirTho- 
e Veil^ then the acting justice 
ice for Westminster j Mr. 

the celebrated auctioneer; 
8 equally femous orator Hen* 
This piece had ako a very 
run. 
ther of the above-mentioned 

were printed by their au« 
but Mr. Tate Wilkinson^ in 
'^bndering Patentee, 12mo. 
has published The Diversions 
\Iorfdng. Such performances, 
er, consisting principally 
racters whcMse peculiar sin- 
ies could never be perfectly 
inted in black and white, 
ppear flat and insipid, when 
id of that strong colouring 
Mr. Foote had given them 
personal representation ; for 

not be improper to observe 

place, that he himself re- 
ted aU the principal charac- 
each piece, which^ stood in 
f his mimic powers to exe- 
ihiftittg from one to another 

II the dexterity of a Proteus, 
w, however, proceeded to 
of somewhat more drama- 
ularity, his Knights being 
duce of an ensuing season. 

this also, though his ploC 
iractera seemed less imme- 

personal, it was apparent 
i kept some particular real 
^s strongly in his eye in 
rformance, and the town 
n themselves to fix them 
the resemblance appeared 
\e most striking. It would 
erfiuous in this place to 
•ate the course of this gen- 
s dramatic progress as to 
respective pieces which he 
jrds wrote and performed^ 



as a particular account of each of 
them may be seen, under its pro* 
per head, in the second and third 
volumes of this work. Let it hem 
soffiee, therefore, to observe, that 
he continued from time to time 
ta entmtain the public, by select- 
ing for their use such character^' 
as well general as individual, as 
seemed most likely to contribute 
to the exciting of innocent laugh'* 
ter, and best answer the principal 
end of dramatic writings, of tha 
comic kind, vi^. the relaxatioa^ 
oi the mind from the fatigue of 
business or anxiety. 

The following is a list of hia 
performances : 

1 . Att Auction of Pictures^ Dr. 
Piece. 1748. N. P. 

2. Taste. C. 8vo. 1752. 

3. Tie Englishman in Paris. C. 
Svo. 1753. 

4. The Knights. Com. Svo. 
1754. 

5. The EngUshnian returnedfrom 
Paris, C. Svo. 1756. 

6. The Author. C. Svo. 1 757. 

7. The Minor. C. Svo. 17i60. 

8. The Orators. C, 8vo. 1762. 

9. The Lyar. C. 1762. Printed 
Svo. 1764. 

10. The Mayor of Garret. C. 
8v6. 1764. 

11. The Patron. C. Svo. 17^4. 

12. The Commissary. C. Svou 
1765. 

13. Prelude^ on opening the 
Theatre, 1767. Printed in The 
Monthly Mirror, vol. xvii. 

14. The Lame Lover. C. Svo. 

1770. 

\5. Piety in Pattens, Sent. C« 
1773. N. P. * 

16. the Bankrupt. C. Bvo, 
1776. 

17. The Devil upon Two Sticks. 
C. 1768. Printed Svo. I778. 

18. The Maid of Bath. C. 1771. 
Printed Svo. 1778. 

114 
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C. Ig76. 
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10. The Nahoh. 
^Printed 8vo. 1778. 

20. Tke Cozeners, 
Printed 8vo. 1778" 

21. The Capuchin, 
Printed 8vo. 1778. 

22. A Trip to Calais. C. &vo. 

1778. 

23. The Tryal of Samuel Fooie, 
tfc. F. I7d3. Printed 12mo. 

1795. 
< 24. Diversions of the Morning. 

Dr. Piece, 1747* 1758. 12mo. 

1795. 

25. Lindamira, Builesque. Bvo. 

1805. 

26. The Slanderer. C. Unfi- 
nished. Left in MS. 

Besides these pieces^ Mr. Foote 
suffered his name to be put to a 
work, entitled The Comic Theatre, 
in 5 vols. 12mo. 17625 being a 
translation of a number of French 
comedies* Of these, however, we 
are assured the first only, y\z,The 
Young Hypocrite, is to be ascribed 

to him. 

The following is the list of them : 
Vol. 1. The Young Hypocrite. 
The Spendthrift. 
The Triple Marriage, 
'Vol, 1. The Imaginary Obstacle. 
The Sisters. 

The Libertine) or. The 
Hidden Treasure. 
Vd. 3. The Legacy ; or. The For^ 
tune Hunter. 
The Generous Artifice 5 or. 
The reformed Rake, 
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1772» history. From the year I75 

1761, be continue to perfori 

one of the theatres every se; 

as fancy or interest directec 

choice, generally for a stated 1 

ber of nights; and on thes< 

gagements he usually brough 

a new piece. In this coun 

went. on until a very pressing 

barrassment in his afiPairs 

pelled him to perform The Mi 

the Haymarket, in the sumn 

the year l?^, with such a 

pany as he could hastily cc 

The success of this attempt 1 

to have suggested to bin 

scheme o£ occupying that tl 

when the others were shut 

and from the year 1 762, unt 

season before his death, be 

larly performed there, an 

quired a very considerable m 

which, as economy was not 

numbered among his excelle 

he generally expended in the 

fication equally of his vice 

virtues, being at times bpt 

nerous and extravagant. I 

bruary Ifdd, he had the n 

tune to fall from his horse 

at Lord Mexborough^s seat 

country on a visit, when the 

of York also was there. I 

accident he lost his leg ; bu 

generally supposed that it 

tated his application for a [ 

which he obtained on the 

July in the same year. As 1 

ever attentive to such tern 



The JVhimsical Lovers ', or, circumstances as would affoi 



The Double Infidelity. 
Vol- f . The Blunderer, 

The Amorous Quarrel. 
The Conceited Ladies. 
The Forced Marriage. 
y ol . 5 ; The Man Hater. 

The Faggot' binders or, The 

Mock Doctor. 
The Gentleman Cit. 



jects of ridicule, so he was 
all scrupulous whom heofiei 
his satirical career. In 17i 
drew a character intended 
lady of quality then much 
of, who had influence eno 
obtain a prohibition to his )^ 
ing represented; at)d hi di 
troversy which this incide 



'To proceed with Mr. Footers casioned sooie imputationi 
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thrown oat against Lis character 
too gross to be recorded^ and of 
too vile a natnre to be believed 
without the dearest evidence. 
This dispote had hardly subsided, 
when a legal charge was made 
against him for an offence similar 
to that before alluded to ; and it is 
but justice to his memory to de- 
clare, that the accusation was ge- 
nerally supposed to have originat- 
ed in malice, and that he was 
acquitted by the direction, and 
agreeable to the sentiments, of the 
judge who^ tried him, after. a very 
long and strict investigation of all 
tbe circumstances of the affair. 
The shock, however, which he re- 
ceived from this disgraceful situa- 
tion is supposed to have had a fatal 
effect upon him. A few months 
afterwards he was seized, while 
on the stage, with a paralytic fit, 
from which he recovered suffi- 
ciently to spend the summer at 
Brightbelnutone,and from thence, 
on the a*pprpach of winter, was 
advised to remove to France. On 
the 20tb of October 1777, be ar- 
rived at Dover, intending imme- 
diately to proceed to Calais. But 
about eleven o'clock next morn- 
ing he complained of a shivering, 
and went to bed, where he was 
seized with anotherfit, which lasted 
4bree hours ; after it was over he 
lay very composed, and seemed in^ 
dined to sleeps in a few minutes 
he b^an to breathe in a moaning 
tone, and at length fetched a deep 
sigh, and expired. He was buried 
in Westminster Abbey. 

Mr. Footers dramatic works are 
all to be ranked among the peiiie 
pieces of the the^e, as he never 
attempted, any thing which at- 
tained the bulk of the more perfect 
drama. * In the execution of them 
.they are sometimes loose, negli- 
gent, and unfinished, seeming r^* 



tber to be the hasty prodiictiootc£ 
a man of genius, whose Bq;^MiiSi 
though endued with fire, has a» 
inclination for fetigoe, than tfa» 
laboured finishings of a professed 
dramatist aiming at. immortiliqr« 
His plots are somewhat IrregBlar^ 
and their catastrophes not ahvajs 
conclusive, or perfectly wound up. 
Yet, with all these little deficteo- 
cies, it must be confessed that 
they contain more of oneesseatial 
property of comedy, viz. stroog 
character, than the writings of an/ 
other of our modem authors 1 and 
although the diction of his dialogue 
may not, from the general tenour 
of his subjects, either require, or 
admit of, the wit of a Congrave, or 
the elegance of an £therege, y^ 
it is constantly embellished with 
numberless strokes of keen satii^ 
and touches of temporary humour, 
such as only the clearest judgment 
and deepest discemnoent could die* 
tate 'y and though the language 
spoken by his characters may at 
first sight seem not the most acco* 
rate and correct, yet it will, on a 
closer examination, be found en- 
tirely dramatical ; as it contains 
numbers of those natural minutias 
of expression, on which the very 
basis of character is frequently 
founded, and which render it the 
truest mirror of the conversation 
of the times he wrote in. 

It has been objected against Mr. 
Foote, that the introduction of 
real characters on the stage was ooi 
only ungenerous, but cruel and uo- 
justi and that the rendering any 
person the object of public ridicule 
and laughter, was doing him the 
most essential injury possible, as it 
was wounding the honoan breast in 
the tenderest point, viz. its pricte 
and self-opinion. Yet we cannot 
think this charge so strong at the 
vehement ojj^nents of eBimicrjr 
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ironld have it appear tp be. Mr. ^ph> or a Cadwallacler^ hare 

Voote himselfj, in his Minor, has ever had their Originals in reallife^ 

Ter3r^ justly distinguished who are let those Ongmals keep their o^n 

iAkfi proper objects of ridicule^ eounsel^ remember the qui capil 

imd the legal victims to the lash illefacii, and reform their respec- 

€if setiro) that is to say, those who tive follies. Nor can we help being 

mppext what they are not, or would of opinion, that an author of this 

-fte what they cannot. When hy- kind, in some respects, is more nse- 

poerisy and dissimulation would ful to the age he lives in, than 

lay snares fbr the fortunes, or con- those who only range abroad into 

laminate the principles of man- the various scenes of life for gene^ 

kind^ it is surely but justice to the ral character. And although Mr. 

WCNrld to withdraw the mask, and Foote*s dramatic pieces may not 

show their natural faces with the perhaps have the good fortune to 

distortions and shocking deformi- attain immortality, or be perfectly 

ties th^ are really possessed of. relished by the audiences of a fu- 

And when affectation or singula- ture age ; yet we cannot deny hin| 

rity overbear the more valuable here the justice of bearing strong 

parts of any person's character^ testimony to his merits, and rank** 

and render those disagreeable and iAg him among the first of the 

wearisome companions, who, di- dramatists of this^ 

vested of those characteristic foi- Ford, Thomas. This author 

l>les> might be valuable, sensible, lived in the reign of Charles I. 

and entertaining members of the and was probably an £ssex man ; 

community, it is themselves surely as he mentions hhnself to have 

who act the ridiculous part on the been of the neighbourhood of 

more extensive stage of the WOTld; Maiden. He published one dra- 

and it should rather be deemed an matic piece, entitled 

act of kindness both to the persons L(we*s Labyrinth, T. C. 8vo. 

themselves and their acquaintance 1660. 

to set up such a mirrour before Fordb, Brownlow^ appears 
them, as by pointing out to them- to have been some time a per- 
selves their absurd peculianties^(and former in Ireland. He produced 
who is without some?) may afibrd one piece, taken firom Cibber> and 
them an opportunity, by aviend- printed at Newry, called 
inent, to destroy the resemblance^ The Miraculous Cure-j or. The 
and so avoid the ridicule : such a Citii^ outuntted, F. 12mo. 1771* 
aert of kindness, as it would be, to Fordb, John, was the second 
lead a person to a looking-glass son of Thomas Forde, Esq. and 
^ho had pnt on his peruke the was bom at Ilsington, in Devon-* 
wrong side foremost, instead of shire, where he was baptized, 
suffering him in that condition to April 17, 1586. He became a 
run the gauntlet in the mall or member of the Middle Temple, 
the playhouse, where he must per- Nov, 1 6, 1602, and wrote in the 
ceive the titter of the whole as- reigns of Jamel I. and Charles I. 
sembly raised against him, without He was not only himself* a well- 
knowing on what account it is wisher and devotee to the Muses, 
raised, or by what means to put a but also a friend and acoiiaintance 
stop to it. In a word, if a Sir of most of the poets of his timei^ 
Penurious Trifle, a Peter Para- particularly qf ^owlejf and Delist 
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ker, with whom he joined in the 
c^omposition of some of their plays. 
JEfe wrote, however, eleven dra- 
YDatic pieces on his own foundation 
entirely, all of which have consi- 
derable merit, and met with good 
success. Not only his genius as a 
i^rriter, but his disposition as a man, 
€eems to have been more inclined 
to tragedy than comedy, at least if 
we may be allowed to form our 
judgnlent on a distich concerning 
him, written by a contemporary 
poet : 
Deep in a dump John Forde was alone 

SOU 
With folded arms, and melancholy bat. 

According to the custom of that 
time, his name is not affixed to any 
of his plays; but they may be 
known by an anagram, generally 
printed in the title-page, instead of 
a name, viz. 

Fide Honor ; 
and the titles of them are as in the 
ftdlo wing list: 

1. The Lovers Melancholy. T. 
C. 4to. 1629. 

2. Loves Sacrifice. T. 4to. 1^33. 

3. 'Tis Pity She's a WTwre. T. 
4to. 1633. 

4. The Broken Heart T. 4to. 
1633. 

5. Perkin Warbeck. Hist. 4to. 
1634. 

6. Fancies Chast and Noble* T. 
e. 4to. 1638. 

7. The Ladies Trial, T. C. 4to. 
I63g. 

' 8. The Sun's Darling. M. 4to. 
I65Q, (Assisted by Dekker.) 
p. Beauty in a Trance. N. P. 

10. The Royal Combat. C. N.P. 

1 1. j^n ill Beginning has a good 
End, and a bad Beginning may 
have a good End. N. P. 

12. The London Merchant. N.P. 
The third of these is an adniir- 

2b\e play, and is to be found in 
Podsley*)S Collection, voL viii.' 



He als6 asasted Dekker ^uil 
Rowley in the writing of another 
piece, entitled. 

The fViich of Edmontan, TV. 
Com. 4to. 1658. 

Winstanley observes, that tfaii 
author was very beneficial to the 
Red Bull and Fortune play*hoQses» 
as may appear by the plays which 
he wrote. But this is apparently 
a mistake; since in the several title- 
pages to his plays they will ba 
found to have been all acted either 
at the Globe, or the Phoenix, some^ 
times called the Cockpit. 

We know not when this anther 
died; but as all his plays were 
published between I629 and I639, 
it is scarcely to be supposed that 
so rapid a course of genius could 
have been stopped all at once, by 
any thing but that great inevitable 
stroke; it is probable therefore 
that he may have died shortly afler 
the last-mentioned year. For as 
to The Sun*s Darling, written by 
him and Dekker, thotigh not pub- 
lished till 1656, yet Langbaine has 
informed us with respect to it, that 
it did not make its appearance in 
print till after the death of both its 
authors. 

Winstanley has also by mistake 
attributed 16 this author the play 
of Ijove*s Labyrinth, written by 
Thomas Ford, before mentioned, 

FoRMiDo, Sir Cornelius. 
Under this name is entered in the 
book of the Stationers* Company, 
Sept. 9, 1653, one play, which 
was destroyed by Mr. Warburton*a 
servant, called 

The Governor. T. 

Forrest, Thbodosxus, an at* 
tomey of high reputatioD, long 
resident in George Street, York 
Buildings, was the author of many 
songs and one drama, entided 
the fVcoAercock. M. £. 8v<k 
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• This gentleman, having long vied or disliked by any of them, 
laboured with a nervoua disorder^ He was considered, as Johnson 
attended with a black jaundice, says of Gay by Pope, Swift, and 
UBfortuoately put an end to his Arbuthnot, as their playfellow and 
existence, Nov. 5, 17S4, at the companion, instead of their rival. 
age of about fifty-six. He was. His father (who wrote The Five 
aU his life long, in poetical ex- Days* Peregrination qf Hogatik, 
pression, *' tremblingly alive all himself, and three others, which 
*' o*er^'* and was so anxious in the the late Mr. Gosling versified, and 
service of his clients, that, at those Mr. Nichols incorporated with his 
times, he may be said hardly to Anecdotes of Hogarth) called him 
jhave known, what sleep was. He off from this seductive emplqirment 
was obliged, on account of in- to the lucrative track of an attor- 
creasing bodily and mental dis- ney, and made him serve a clerk- 
tresses, to resign a great part of ship under him : but though h6 
hia professional business. It was was obliged to consider the law as 
hopedbyhisacquaintance,thatasix his wife, the arts were the mis* 
weeks tour which he took into Ire- tresses of his afifection. He 
land the preceding summer, would had a passion for music, though 
bave restored his health, and con- he played upon uo instrument $ 
tinued him much longer among could catch a favourite air with 
the circle of those he Tov^, and surprising quickness, and had a 
who loved him ; for he declared, very agreeable manner of singing. 
on hia return, that he went from He seldom failed attending the 
London with every complaint, and Beef Steak Club every Saturday, 
felt not a disagreeable sensation of which he was early admitted a 
while he was absent from home, member (and of which his father 
But neither friendship, that sun- was one of the eldest), where his 
shine of life, nor prosperity, that pleasantries were much regarded, 
preserver of good humour to the If he was not able " to set the 
end of it, could save him from the " table in a roar," yet he always 
gloom of dejection and despair^ excited attention, and all thought 
Those who saw him during his themselves lucky in having him 
Jast month perceivet^^that ** Me- for a ^est. " He was fond to 
*' lancholy mark'd him for her *^ spread friendships, but (though 
"ownj" and it was a greater sor- ''a man of the law) to cover 
row than surprise to them to find, " heats.'* He was also happy in 
that, in the desertion of reason, his poetical talent, composed many 
'* he took arms against a sea of songs, and sung them, well. But 
'* troubles,** and left his post as he seldom suffered sing-ilong, or 
a sentinel, before he was sum- epigram, to break in upon his line 
moned away. At the beginning of business. *' He penn*d no 
of life, he studied drawing under '^ stanza when he should engross;*' 
Lambert, one of the first land- — parchments, not poetry,. lay up- 
spape-painters of his time > and on his office-table — itwas crowd* 
till a year or two before his death, ed with leases and conveyances, 
he anntially exhibited a drawing He had as many friends, and as few 
at the Royal Academy. He was enemies, as can be supposed— 
universally known to the masters perhaps none but what the prose- 
in the polite arts, but was not en- cuting law made him. He had a 
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plentiful income, and was pos*- 
sessed of money in the funds. He 
was affectionately, and perhaps by 
some, on account of his figure, 
for he was rather under the com- 
mon size; called Little Forrest ; 
but he was a giant in the estima- 
tion of all of both sexes who knew 
him. 

FouNTAiK, John. This gen- 
tleman lived in ^Devonshire, and 
soon after the Restoration publish- 
ed a play, which he had written 
for the amusement of some leisure 
hours^ and without any view to the 
stage^ entitled. 

The Bewards of Vtftue. C. <lto. 
.1661. . 

About eight years after its first 
publicatiiHi, however, the author 
being dead^ Mr. Shadwell took it 
in hand, add, making some altera- 
tions in it, brought it on tlie stage, 
where it met with very good suc- 
cess, under the title of 

The Royal Shepherdess. T. C. 
4to. 1669. 

Fbancis, Philip. This gen- 
tleman was of Irish extraction, if 
not born in that kingdom. His 
father was a dignified clergyman, 
being dean of some cathedral, and 
also rector of St. Mary, Dublin > 
whence he was ejected* by the 
court, on account of his Tory prin- 
ciples, after he had enjoyed the 
living eighteen years. Our pre- 
sent author^ his son, was also bred 
to the church, and had a doctor's 
degree conferred on him. He was 
more celebrated as a translator 
than an original writer 5 his ver- 
sions of Horace and Demosthenes, 
particularly the former, having met 
with great applause. He was also 
^ considerable political writer, and, 
at the beginning of the present 
reign, is supposed to have been 
employed by the government in 
Minting in its di^fence ^ for which 



he was promoted to the rectory cf' 
Barrow, in Suffolk, at the desire 
of Lord Holland, and to the chap* 
kinship of Chelsea Hospital. He 
died at Bath, the 5 th of March 
1773, leaving a son, now Sir 
Philip Francis, Knight of the Bath, 
who was one of the supreme coun* 
oil at Bengal during the govern- 
ment of Mr. Hastings, with whom 
he had a duel in Calcutta. 

As a dramatic writer Dr. Fran- 
cis was not very successful } har* 
ing written only two pieces, whioh 
were but coolly received* Tfae 
titles of them are, 

1. Eugenia* T. 8vo. 1752. 

2. Constantme. T. 8vo. 1754* 
Churchill once said in conversa- 
tion, that he intended to write a 
satirical poem, in which Francis 
was to make his appearance in the 
character of the ordinary of New* 
gate. 

Francis, — -, A person of 
this name is the author of 

The Enchanted Wood. Leg. Dr. 
8vo. 1792. 

Fran<;run, Db. Thomas. This 
learned and ingenious author was 
the son of Richard Francklin, well 
known as the printer of an anti« 
ministerial paper called The Crafis* 
man ', in the conduct of which he 
received great assistance from Lord 
BoHngbroke, Mr. Pulteney, and 
other excellent writers, who then 
opposed Sir Robert Walpole*s mea- 
sures. By the advice of the second 
of these gentlemen, it is saidj^ 
our author was devoted to the 
church, with a promise of being 
provided for by the patriot, who 
afterwards forgot his undertaking, 
and entirely neglected him. He 
was educated at Westminster 
school, from whence he went to 
the university of Cambridge, where 
he became fellow of Trinity Col- 
lege. He early solicited the notice 
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ef the world by a translation of announced his intention of giving 

Pbalarb's Epistles^ published in a translation of Sopfaocks. 
8vo. 1749, and of Cicero on the In January 1757, on the perio* 

Nature of the Gods, with philoso- dical paper called The Jf^orld being 

phical notes, and j4n Enquiry into finished^ he ei^aged to publish t 

ike Astronomy and Anatomy of the similar one^ under the title of The 



Aneients, reprinte4 8vo. 177^* On 
the 27th June 1750, he was clio- 
jen Greek professor, in opposition 
to Mr. Barfordi of King's College, 
and in the satpe year became in- 
JVolved in a dispute with the uni- 
versity on the following occ^ion : 
On the 17 th of November, he. 



Centinel, which was not success** 
ful. The ueKt year be published 
A Sermon, delivered the 17th of 
February, at Queeti Street Chapel, 
where be was preacher, add at 
St Paul's, Covent Gard^i, where 
he was lecturer, on occasion of 
the Fast; and about November 



with a number of gentlemen edo- 6th, he was preferred to the liv- 

cated at Westminster school, hav- ings of Ware and Thundrich, in 

ing met at a tavern, according to Hertfordshire, on the death of Dr.. 

mastom, to celebrate Queen Eli- Webster. In 1759 appeared his- 



;9Babeth's anniversary, they were 
interrupted by the senior proctor, 
wbo came into the company after 
eleven o*clock at night, and or- 
dered them to depart, it t>eing an 
irregular hour. Deeming them- 
aelvea affronted by this intrusion, 
aome words passed between the 
gentlemen and the officer, who, 
in his turn, being also offended. 



translation of Sophocles, in 2 vols. 
4to. which was followed by A 
Dissertatim on Ancient Tragedy, 
in which he mentioned the author 
of The Orphan of China hj name^ 
in terms of very gross abuse. That 
gentleman sOon retaliated in a 
severe poetical epistle, addressed 
to Dr. Samuel Johnson 3 and the 
enmity between them was carried 



aam'moned several of them before to such a pitch, that our author 

the Vice-dianceUor, who repri- even had recourse to the law for 

.snanded four, and fined others, protection, and swore the peact) 

Jdr. Francklin, who was one of against his antagonist. We re»- 

the party, had his share in the aU member on this occasion the fol-t' 

tercation, and is supposed to have lowing verses being handed al>out 

1)een the author of a pamphlet; in MS* 

tii(itxi!Led An Authentic Narrative of to mr. murpht. 

rte late extraordinary Proceedings, Had you been damn'd, g^pod Francl^Iin 

ai Camlridge, against the fFest- ^^ ^ had been easy, - 

winster Out, London, 8vo. 1751 5 ^°' Male ye^'' ^^ ^ '° 



denying the charge of irregularity 
and lasnk, and censuring the proc- 
tor's behaviour as rigorous and 
unprecedented. This dispute en- 
gaged the attention of the univer- 
sity for some time, and occa^oned 
much ill-blood among the mem- 
bears of that learned body. In the Unless he bind you too— 'to write no 
year 1753, he published a poem, "*orc. 

catted Tramkimni in which he We believe^ howereri that the 



But fame like your^ no Christkin soul 

' can bear, 
But fome like yours wo^ make « ParsoA 

swear. 
And yet for all his oaths the priest is 

sore. 
Nor will enjoy the peace for which he 

swore, 
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teombatants afterwards agreed to a ships, Bvo. This admirable piece 

^cessation of hostilities. . At this of humour is anooTmoos. The 

time he is supposed to have been next year he wrote jin Odis on the 

cQDcemed in writing some articles hutiiuHon of the Royal Academy, 

in The Critical Review. On the January 1st ; aud on March 13ti| 

20thof January 17^9> he married he repaid the obligation he had 

Miss Venables) and in 17^0, he received from Mrs. Yates's excel* 

preached and published A Sermon lent performance of the character 

071 the King*s Death, of Margaret of Anjou^ in The Eari 

Were we to judge of our au- of Warwick, by presenting her 

thor*s character by the testimony with a translation of Voltaire's 

of a hand not friendly to him, we Orestes, acted at Covent Gardeo^ 

should not hold him in that dc^gree for her benefit. On the 6th Juljr 

of respect which we are inclined ^770, he toc^ the d^^qee of doctor 

to consider him in* Notwithstand- of divinity. In March 1774^ he 

log his learning and alMlities* he preached a Sermon for the beneit 

seems> to have been not much of trnfortunate ^persons confined 

esteemed by his contemporaries, for small debts ; and in the same 

ChurchilU in his Rosdad, says, year produced another trag^y^ 

Odicn fyt Ffniddin voted, but 'twas ^^ Drury Lane, translated ihm& 

known Voltaire, called Electro. , In 1775, 

Hesicken'datalltnampbsbiithisown. at the same Theatre, Matiltki, 

How far he deserved this cen- i3ken,aswasTheEarloffParwick, 

sure, is best known to those who from a French play, called Due de 

were most intimate with him. Foix, without any acknowle^r* 

For the credit c^ literature, we ment« This was followed 1^ 7^ 

hope it is unfounded. Contract, a &rce acted at the Hay^ 

In 1763 he [Heached a sermon market in 177^» with no succeBs. 

before the sons of tlie clergy, About this time he was presented 

which was afterwards printed j to the living of Brasted, in Surry, 

and in 1765;set forth a volume of which he held to his <kath'. He 

Sermons on the Relative Duties, had several years employed him- 

which were hvaanhHj received self in translating tlus works of 

by the public. The next year he Lucian, which he completed and 

turned his attention to the stage, published in 2 vols. 4to. 178CK 

and produced, at Drury Lsuie This was his last performance 

Theatre, The Earl of Warwick, a which has been published. He 

tragedy, taken, without any ac- had written atragedyon the subject 

knowiedgement, from Monsieur of Mary Queen of Soots, of which^ 

de la Hsupe, but to which the ex- however, thepruderyandndiculoos 

ceUeoce of Mrs. Yates*s perform- scruples of some principal actresses, 

aace gav^e a considerable reputa- who declined the part c^ Qoeen 

tioa. In Nofvemiier 1767 he was Elizabeth, prevented tberepresenc- 

appoiflfltedcbaplain to Ifis Majesty, ation. It was annoopoed several 

Ob the l^th of May 17^8, he times, but without ever being 

exerted his talents as a pre^scher in performed. Dr. Francklin died at 

behalf iif the Charity for Female his houa| in Great Queen Street, 

Orphans, at the Asylum ; and in March 13, 1784. t 

the same year peblobed A Letter We shall now racapkulate the 

h a BitiopfXoaceming Leett&e* dramatic pieces of whicii the 
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' t)cM!tor was either author or trans- 
lator, viz. 

A Translation of Sophocles^ 4to. 
175ft containing, ^ 
^ i. Ajax* 

2. Electra, 

8. CBdiptts Tyrannu$, 
'■' 4. Antwone. 

5. CEdtpus Coloneiii. 

6. TrachinuE. 

7. Philocteies, 
And the following plays : 

!• Electra. T. translated from 
Voltaire. l2nio. 176I. 

2. TAf for/ of Warwick. T. 
6vo. 1766. 

3% Orestes, T. translated from 
Voltaire. ]NJ.P. 

4. Matilda. T. 8vo. 1775. 

5. TAtf Contract. C. 3vo. 1776. 

6. Tragopodagra ; or, TOe Gow/. 
T. translated from Lucian. 4to. 
1780. 

7. Mary Queen of Scots. T. 
Still in MS. 

Dr. Francklin, like Mr. Foote, 
\Bnfiered a translation from the 
French to be printed in his name , 
|>ut perhaps few, if more than 
those; plays of Voltaire mentioned 
above, were really by him. It was 
>B translation of Voltaire's Works, 
to which also Dr. Smollett's name 
appears, and contains the follow- 
ing pieces : 

1. (Edipus. T. 

2. Mariamne. T, 

3. Brutus. T. 

4. Semiramis. T. 
^. The Death of Caesar. T. 

6. Amelia^ or, 
JSi. Fois. T. 

7. Orestes. T. 

8. The ProSgaL 

9. Merope. T. 
^0. Nanine, C. 

11. The Babbler. 

12. Zflra. T. 
18^ The Prude. C. 
14. Pandora, O, 
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15. Mahomet. T, . 

16. Socrates. Dram. Perform, 

17. Alxira; or, The Americans. 

18. CatiUne i or, i{ome ^e- 
served. T. 

19. The Cojfee-House ', or, Tlftet 
Scotch Wimian. C< 

20. TAe OrpAaw of China. T. 

21. Olympia. T. 
FkANKtiN^ Anbrbw. This 

gentleman, a native of Ireland, 
and, we believe, editor of a news- 
paper, has written the following 
dramatic pieces : 

1. The Hypochondriac* M. £. 
1785. N. P. 

2. The Mermaid. F.8vo. IJfft. 

3. j^ TV?^ /o the Nore. M.E. 
8vo. 1797. 

4." The Wondering Jew. C. 8vo. 

1797. 

5. The Outlaws. M. D, 1798. 
N.P. 

6. Embarkation. M. £. 1799- 

7. Gander Hall. F.l 799. N.P. 

8. TAe Egyptian Festival. C. 
Op. 8vo, 1800. 

9. TA<? Counterfeit. F. 1804. 
Faaunce, Abraham. This 

ancient author lived in the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth. According 
to 01dys*s MSS. he was bred at 
the expense of Sir Philip Sidney, 
at St. John's College, Cambridge, 
where he took the degree of M.A. 
and afterwards went to Gray's 
Inn, where he continued until he 
was called to the bar of the court 
of the Marches in Wales. In 
August 1590, he was reconunend- 
The Duke q/* ed by Henry Earl of Pembroke to 

Lord Treasurer Burleigh, as a roan 

in every respect sufScient for the 

C . place of Her Majesty's so^itor in 

that court. 'Whatbeeame of him 

afterwards . does not appear. He 

C^ has written several things in the 

awkwardesiof all verse, thcmgh at 
that time greatly in vogue, Ei^isk 
hexameter. Among other thtags 
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he lias executed a translation of ti'oubles lasted, bethought proper 

Tasso*s Amintat which he has de- to buiy himself in retirement ; du» . 

dicated to the celebrated Countess ring which he employed bis hours , 

of Pembroke, under the title of in the pursuit of poetry, and pro* 

Amynias, Past. 4to. 1591. duced a tragedy, on which Lang* 

It is, however, contained in the baine and other writers bestow a ^ 

body of another piece, entitled very high character. It is entitled, . 

Countess ofPemiroke*s Ivy Cfmrck. Imperiale. T. 4to. 1655. 
Play, in two Parts J or, more pro- , F&omb, Samuel Blake. Wtt 

perly speaking, a Pastoral and an find this name prefixed to 
Elegy, of which Amynias is the Sketches from Life, Op. [Songs ^ 

former. o"!/*] Svo. I8O9. 

Free, John, D.D. w;a$a co- Fhowde, Philip. This gen* 
pious writer on theology and poll* tleman's father was post-master- 
tics I a very learned man ; and a general h\ the reign of ^ueen 
poet on various subjects, but of no Anne*; and his grandfather was Sir 
great excellence on any. He is Philip Frowde, who served King 
said, however, to have been a well- ^ Charles I. in qualiiy of colonel of 
principled Englishman, the friend" horse and colonel of foot, and was 
of his country, and a very good- buried at Bath. When or where 
natured man. His name obtains our author was bom, or where 
a place in this work'on account of he received his ftrst rudiments of 
ixis bein? author of learning, we have not been able 
Jephiha. Orat. 12mo. 1757- to ascertain. It is sufficient, how** "^ 
Of his good-nature, the worthy ever, to observe, that he finished 
Doctor otKe gave what our readers his studies, though he cloes not 
^111, perliaps^ think a . whimsical appear to have taken any degree, 
instance 5 when in his very curious at the university of Oxford, where , 
poem, called The Foluntary Exile, he had the honour of being parti- 
he made a notable apology for the ' cularly distinguished by Mr. Addi- 
celebrated Charles Churchill 5 par- son» who was so extremely pleased 
ticularly for his laying aside the with the elegance and purity of; 
clerical gown, and for his partipg some of his poetical performances, 
from his^ wife, and living with especially those in Latin, that he 
another woman. gave them a place in his celebrated 
Freeman, Mark, of Taunton, collection, entitled the Mus€e An^ 
inr Somersetshire. This name is, gKcame', to whose merit so strong 
we believe, a fictitious one. It a testimonial was given in the de- 
stands, however, in the title-page claration of that great French poet 
of one piece, which is both tem- M. Boileau Despreaux, that from 
porary and local, called the perusal of that collection he. 
The Downfall of Bribery ; or, first conceived an idea of the great- 
The Honest Man of Taunton, B.O. i^pss of the British genius. Ip the 
8vo. 1733. .c^amatjc way M^. Frowde pro- 
Fa eem an, ^ALPti. This gen- ^^icecl^twppiecje^, botti in thetra-. 
tleoian lived in the time o{ King gic.walk*, entitled^ 
Chades l^ and most probably is 1^ FaUofSagwitum,. T* 8yo. 
the ^m^ who was one of the masr 1?^27. 

tersof requests in the reign of that 2. Piii/dtas.. T. 8vo. 173I3 

itipnajch, ^yhi!^ the intestine. Neither of them> however, inet; 

VQV4 h ' ^ s 
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with very great success, though of mind, a punctual sincerity in 
they had strong niterest to support friendship, and a strict adherence 
them, and were allowed to have to the practice of honour and hu* ^ 
considerable merit j especially the raanity, uere what added the most 
last, whose tate the author himself, brilliant ornaments to that charac- 
in his dedication of it to the Earl ter, and rendered him an object 
of Chesterfield (who at the time of esteem and admiration tp all 
when it was acted was ambassador who knew him. He was interred 
to the States General, and conse- in the burial-ground in Lamb's 
qaently could not oblige the piece Conduit Fields. 
by his countenance at the repre- Fulwel, UlJ^iav. An ancient 
sentation), describes by the words writer, of. whom Wood has re? 
of J^jvenal, Laudatur et algei, corded notliing farther than that 
Thus far, however, the judgment he lived in the reign ef Queen 
of the public stands vindicated, that Elizabeth, was a native qf Somer- 
it must be confessed Mr. Frowde's setshire, and descended from a 
tragedies have more poetry than good family there j that he wa# 
pathos, more bes^uties of language born in 1556, and, at the age of 
to please in the closet, than strokes thirty years, became a commoner 
of incident and action to strike of St. Mary's IJall, in Oxford j 
and astonish in the theatre; and that it does not appear whether be 
consequently they might force a took any degree there, or iM>t j but 
due applause from the reading, at that while he continued in that 
the same time that they might ap- house he was esteemed a person 
pear very heavy, and even insipid, of ingenuity by his contemporaries, 
in the representation. He wrote one moral dramatie 

This elegant writer died at his piece in rhyme, viz. 
lodgings in Cecil Street,, in the Like wil to Like, quod the DevH 
Strand, Dec. I9, 1738, equally to Colier. Interl. 1568. 
lamented as he had been beloved J Fyfe, Alexander. All we 
for though his writings had recom- know of this gentleman is, that he 
mended him to public esteem, the lived in the reign of Queen Annej, 
politeness of his genius was the and published a play, entkled 
least amiable part of {lis character} The Royal Martyr; or. King 
as, besides the possession of the Charles L Trag. 4t6. I709i 
great talents of wit and learning, which had been previously print- 
an agreeable complaisance of be- ed, 4to. 17Q5, and caUeU a% 
^ayiour^ a cheerful benevolence opera. 
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G.J. See GpuGH, Js of the lists of Eoglish dramatic 

Gager,WiI'Liam, Lr.-D. This writers, which he is undoubtedly 

very learned and ancient author entitled to be, as a native rf 

TiffQ dp not &14 n^eotioped in any this kingdom, notY^ithstanding bi| 
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pieces dre written in the Xatin said again by any roan that shall 

"tongue. In what year he was born succeed or come after him. He 

^r died does not appear ; but he at length, however, gave up the 

received the rudiments of his edu- point, either convinced by Dr. 

«ati on at Westminster 5 from which Rainolds's arguments, or perhaps 

l>eing removed to the university afraid of incurring censure, should 

of Oxford, he was entered a stu- he have pursued the subject any 

tient in Christ Church College, in further. Wood informs us that 

1574, where he took the degrees our author wrote several plays, of 

in arts, and afterwards, entering which, however, he gives us the 

on the law line, took the degrees titles of no more than three, viz. 

in that faculty also, in 1589: I. Meleager. Tr. 

about which time, being famed 2. Rivales, Com. 

for his excellencies therein, he be- 3. Ulysses redox. Tr. 

came chancellor of the diocese of which are all written in Latin ; 

Ely, being held in high esteem by and, as we are informed by the 

Dr. Martin Heton, the bishop of above-cited author, were acted 

that see. The commendation with great applause in the refec-, 

which Anth. k Wood gives of him tory otChrist Church College j but 

as to bis poetical talents, is some- only the first of them does he as- 

what extraordinary. '* He was sure us of having been printed, 

" (says that author) an excellent which it was at Oxford, in 4to, 

*' poet, especially^ in the Latin 1592, and occasioned the letters 

" tongue, and reputed the best between the author and Dr. Rai- 

'' comedian (by which we suppose nolds, of which we have before ^ 

*' he means dramatic writer) of spoken. Dr. Gager was living at 

" his time, whether (adds he) it or near the city of Ely, in \6\0. 

'* was Edward Earl of Oxford, We cannot, however, omit on^ 

Will. Rowley, the once orna- circumstance of our author, which 

ment for wit and ingenuity of we are afraid will be no very 

*' Pembroke Hall, in Cambridge, strong recommendation of him to 

"Richard Edwards, John Ly lie, our ftir readers ; viz. that in a(i 

"Tho. Lodge, Geo. Gascoigne, act at Oxford, in 16O8, he main- 

" William Shakspeare, Tho. tained a thesis, that U was lawful 

" Nash, or John Hey wood :*' a Jor husbands to beat their wives. 

combination of names, indeed. This thesis was answered by Mr. 

so oddly jumbled together, as must Heale, of Exeter College, ' an 

convince us that Mr. Wood was a avowed champion for the feir sex. 

much better biographer than a Galloway, Geoege. To a 

judge of dramatic writings. He writer of this name we find ascrib- 

also tells us, that Dr. Gager was a ed two dramas, viz. 

man of great gifts, a good scholar, 1. Admwable Crichton, T. 8vo. 

and an honest man; and that, in 1802. 

a controversy which he maintain- 2. The Battle of Luncarly, Hiit. 

cd in an epistolaiy correspondence P- 12mo, I80G. 

with Dr. John Uainolds, concern- Gam?old, John, T^as born at 

ing stage plays (which controversy Haverford West. He was fot^ 

was printed *at Oxford, in 4to. merly of Christ Church College, 

1629), he had said more for the Oxford, where he took t1)e degree 

4efenge of plays tlian can well be of M. A. May 30, 1734. He wai 
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iftftn^ardsj in 1740, when bis oohr 
dramatic piece was written^ dn- 
ntster of Staunton Harcourt, in 
Oxfordiibire. But, falling aqiong 
the sect called Moravians, bb re« 
linquished bis connexion with the 
church of £ngland, and becan'>e 
prdessedly and steadily an adhe- 
rent of the nev^ doctrines. Ht 
was for many years the principal 
pastor, or bishop, at their house 
in Nevil's Court, Fetter Lane 5 bnt 
retired, about 1768, to bis native 
town, where, he died Sept. 13, 
)77L He was a man of consider- 
able learning, and an ingenious 
mechanic. He not only wrote, 
but printed with his own hands, 
many hymns and treatises, for the 
use of the Moravians ; and under- 
stood perfectly the whole art of 
clock-making. He superintended 
the publication of many useful and 
valuable works, particularly the 
best edition of Lord Bacon^ 1765 ; 
and was the author of 

The Martyrdom of Ignatifis, T. 
fivo. 1773. 

Gardim|S|r, lyiATTH^w. This 
author, we landerstand^ was a na- 
tive of I^lapd^ and wrpte two 
dramatijC piepe^, most probably 
performed in that kingdom^ whose 
titles were, 

I. Sharps f. Ballad Op« 12m.o. 

% Pforihiqn Hefo. Trag. 8vo. 

Qahoinbii, William* Qf tfiis 
writer we know no ipor^ than thajt 
^ dame is prefixed tp 

Tke Sultana, Tf. l^mp.. |8p6. 

Gardnbb, Mrs. formerly Miss 
Che^ey^ fpra^ jthe i^rife of ,^ tnfe- 
^or aptor, and iirfg b^jfseff on tlie 
^gjB in $hiB seyeral tfiea^va of 
London. SJbe inade ber ^rst apr 
jpeajranpe at pm^ L«ne» \^ the 
jTi^^ 170$, in ^ eharactef: of 
IKPfS frP^/V^ l^pfir pwf's and 



was well received at the Haymar^ 
ket,in several of Mr.Foote*8 pieced 
In the year I777 she left Engbnd 
and went to Jamaica. On her re- 
turn from thence she visited Dub* 
lin, and performed^at the little thea- 
tre in Capel Street, about the year 
1761 ; when the quarrelled with 
the managers respecting a piece 
that she had written, and which, 
according to promise, they were 
to have brought out : but such 
was the then miserable situation of 
that theatre, that if they had kept 
their word, she could not have 
derived from it eitlier fame or 
emolument. On her return to 
London (17S2) she played occa- 
sionally; and attem]:/ted (sola) an 
entertainment of her own compo- 
sition. Her dramatic pieces are 
two, viz. 

1. The jfdvertiiement ; or, A 
Bold Stroke Jot a Husband. Com. 
\777' N.P. 

2. TheFernaleD/amatist.M.f. 
1782. N. P. 

Garfield, Benjamin. In Ro- 
bert Ba|:on*s Pocula Castalia (8vo. 
}650) we find (p. 1 12) some verses 
addressed to this gentleman, as his 
'• honoured friend .Benj. Garfield, 
" Esquire, on his excellent tragi- 
'^ jcomedy, entitled 

" The Unfortunate Fortunate" 
Garrick, David. This ex- 
cellent actor, whose name will b^ 
ever held in respect by the admirers 
qf theatrical representations, was 
>fie son of Peter Garrick, a captain 
in the army, who gen.erally resided 
at Licb^eld. H.e was born at 
Hereford, wherp his father was on 
a recruiting p^rty; and baptized 
February 28, 171^, asappeartby 
thie chpr^h register of the parish of 
All Saipts, in that city. His mo? 
tber*s maiden name was Arabella^ 
Cloiigh, daughter to one of the vi- 
cars in Lu:hneld cathedraL At the 
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9geof ten years be was pot tmder norvere theexampWaiidpreoepCf 

^he care of Mr. Hunter^ master of of so wise a man vainly bestowed 

^be graromar-school at Lichfield, on a mind so acute as that of Mr. 

^t made no great progress in lite- Garrick. 

^i^tare. He verj early showed his His fiither died soon after, and' 

attachment to dramatic entertain- was not long survived by bis omk 

ments ; having, in the year 1727, ther. He then eng^ed in the 

represented the character of Ser- wine-trade, in partnership with his 

geant Kite, in TheRecrtdHng Offi- brother Peter Garrick j but this 

c^, with great applause. From connexion lasting but a short time^- 

schpol he went to Lisbon, to visit he resolved to try his talents on the 

his uncle, bat stayed only a short stage, and in the summer of 1741 

time there before, he returned to went down to Ipswich, where he 

England, 00 which he went again acted with great applaaw, nnder 

to Mr. Hunter; and, in 1/35, the name of Lyddai. The part 

became the pt4>il ctf'Dr. [then Mr.] which he first performed was that 

Samuel Johnson, who about that of Aboan, in the tragedy of (Mm* 

time nndertocdc to teach the classics noko. 

to a certain number of young gen- After a summer spent in the 

llemen» countty, he determined to venture 

The progress he made under on the London stage* He had now 

this able tutor was not such as the essayed bis powers, and considered 

brilliancy of his part» might seem himself as worthy of a more re-^ 

to promise*; the vivacity of his spectable situation- in the theatre $ 

character unfitted him for serious but it is generally said; that tb« - 

pursuits, and bis attention to the then directors of brury Lane and 

drama prevailed over every other Covent Garden coold Bot be in* 

object. After a time, Johnson duced to entertain the same senti* 

grew tired of teaching; and ments. He wis therefore obliged'^ 

Mr* Garrick being desirous of a to accept the ofier of Mr. GifiaitU 

more active life, it was agreed then master of Ooodman^s Fielda 

by both the pupil and his tutor to playhouse, who engaged him; and 

quit Lichfield, and try their for- he made Us first appearance there 

tunes in the metropolis. They ac- on the 19th of Oct. 1741, in the 

cordingly set out together on the character of Richard the Third; in 

2d of March 1 736 ; and on the 9th whichy. like the sun bursting fromi 

of the same month, Mr. Garnck behind an- obscure cloud, he dis* 

was entered of Lincoln's Ion,- it played, in the very earliest dawn,, 

being then intended that the law a somewhat more than meridiant 

should be his profession. Having br^tness. In short, his excel*- 

had a recommendation from Mr. lence dazzled andastonished every 

Walmsley to Mr. Colson,. master one ; and the seeing a young man» 

cf the school at Rochester, he on in no more than his twenty-fourth* 

thedeathof his uncle, about 1737, year; and a novice- to the stage> 

went directly there, with a view to reaching at one single step to that 

finish his education. In the com- height of perfection which matu* 

pany of so rational a philosopher rity of years and long practical^ 

as Mr. Colson, he was impercep« experience had not been able to 

tibly and gradually improved intbe bestow on the then capital perfor*^ 

talent p£ thinking. and reasoning; mers on the £nglish stage, was»a( 
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]^benonienon which coatd not but the winter of 1^47 opened it with 

becotoe the object of universal spe- the best part of* Mr. Fleetwood*! 

eolation^ and asi universal admira- fbrroer company, and. the great 

tion. The theatres toward the additional strength of Mr. Barry» 

Court-end of the town were on this Mrs. Pritchard, and Mis. Gibber, 

occasion deserted, persons of all from Covent Garden, 
ranks flocking toGoodman'sFidds^ In this station Mr. Gtirrick con* 

where Mr. Garrick continued to tinued until the year IJJO, with 

act till the close of the season; anintervaloftwoyears, from 17^3 

when^ having very advantageous to 1765, which he devoted to tra- 

terms offered him for performing veiling abroad ; and both by his 

ill Dublin during some part of the conduct as a manager, and his un- 

fiummer, he went over thither, equalled merit as an actor, from 

where he found the same just ho- year to yearj added to the eftter- 

tnage paid to his merit which he tainment of the public, which with 

had received from his own coun- an indefatigable assiduity he con^ 

trymen. To the service of the suited. Nor were the {lublic by 

latter, however, he esteemed him- any means ungrateful in returns 

aelf more immediately bound ; and for that assiduity. On the con** 

therefore, in the ensi)»ing winter, trary, by the warm and deserved 

engaged himself to Mr. Fleet- eiicouragement which it gaire him, 

wood, then manager of Drury he was raised to that state of east 

Lane playhouse, in whith theatre and aiHuence to which it mtssi 

he continued till the year 17^5, surely be the wisli of every honeft 

in the winter of which he again heart to s^e superior Excellence of 

went over to Ireland, and con- any kind exalted, 
tinued there through the whole of An anecdote is related of Ga|> 

that season, being joint manager rick and Preville, duritig the rt^ 

with' Mr, Sherrdsin in the direction .Vidence of the former on the con* 

Jlnd profits of the Theatre Royal tinent, which is worth insefrting, 

in Stiiock j^\\&y. From thence he as a proof of his professional 

returned to England, and was en- talents : While Mr. Garrick was 

gaged for the season of ] 746 with in France^ he made a short excup- 

the late Mr. Rich, patentee of sion fron^ the capital with the ce- 

Govent Gavtien. This, however, lebrated Parisian performer, Pre«» 

was his last performance as an ville. They were on horseback, 

hired actor 3 for, in the dose of and Preville took a fancy to act 

that season, Mr, Fleetwood's pa^ the part of a drunken cavalien 

tent for the management of Drury Garrick applauded the imitation. 

Lane being expired, and that gen- but told him, he wanted one diing 

tleman having no inclination fur- which was essential to complete 

ther to pursue a design by which, the picture 5 he did not make fds 

from his want of acquaintance legs drunk, "Hold, my friend 

with the proper condiict of it, or '* (said he), and I will show you 

lomc other reasons, he had already " an English blood, who, after 

considerably impaired his fortune, '^ having dined at a tavern, taki 

Mr. Garrick, in conjunction with *' swallowed three or four bottles 

Mr. Lacy, purchased the property '^ of Port, mounts his horse in a 

of that theatre, together with the ''summer erening to go to his 

reoavation of the patent ^ aod in <' box in the cquotry.** He imz 
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A)ediatdy proceeded to exhibit siW 
tlie gradations of intoxication. He 
called to bis servant, that the sun 
and the fields wei^ turniiig round 
hini} whipped and spurred his 
horse, «ntil the animal reared and 
wheeled in eveiy direction : at 
kngth he lost his whip^ his feet 
seemed incapable of resting in tlie 
stirrups, the bridle dropped from 
his hand, and he appeared to have 
lost the use of all his faculties. 
Finally, he fell from his horse in 
such a death-like manner, that 
Preville gave an involuntary cry 
of horror ; and his terror greatly 
increased when he found that his 
friend made no answers to his 
questions. After wiping the dust 
from hisfape, he asked again, with 
the emotion and anxiety of friend- 
ship, whether he was hurt. Gar- 
rick, whose eyes were closed, half 
oponed one of them, hiccuped, 
and, with the most natural tone of 
intoxication, called for another 
glass. Preville was astonished ; 
and when Garrick started up, and 
resumed his usual demeanour, the 
JFrench actor exclaimed — ** My 
*' friend, allow the scholar to em- 
*'. brace his master, and thank him 
" for the valuable lesson he has 
" given him." 

After his return from his tra- 
vels, Mr. Garrick declined the 
performance of any new charac- 
ters; but continued to appear 
every season in some of his fa- 
vourite parts, until the year 1776; 
when, satisfied with the wealth he 
had acquired, and the fame he had 
established, and living in familiarity 
with many of the most respectable 
persons of the kingdom, he re- 
tired to the enjoyment of repos6 
from the fatigues of bis profes- 
sion, and quitted the stage on the 
loth day of June 177^> «f^r per- 
forflaing the character of Don Fe- 



lix, in Mrs. Centlivre*s comedy cf 
The Wonder, for the benefit of the 
fund for decayed actors. After 
the comedy, he came forth and 
addressed the audience in the fol* 
lowing words : 
«• Ladies and Gentlemen, 

** It has been customary with 
'^ persons under my circumstances, 
'* to address you in a farewell 
" epilogue. I had the same in- 
" tention, and turned my thoughts 
** that way ; hut indeed I found 
'' myself then as incapable of writ- 
'' ing such an epilogue, as I should 
" be now of speaking it. 

'* The jirigle of rhyme, and the 
" language of fiction, would but ill 
*' suit my present feelings.'*- 

Here for a moment he was in- 
capable of proceeding until relieved 
by a flood of tears.- 

" Whatever maybe the changes 
" of my future life, the deep im-^ 
'' pression 1 have of your kindness 
*' will always remain Actc (putting 
" his hand upon his breast) fixed 
*' and unalterable. J will very 
*' readily agree to my successors 
'' having more skill and ability for 
** their station than 1 have j but I 
" defy them all to take more sin* 
*' cere and more uninterrupted 
** pains for your favour, or to be 
'* more truly sensible 6f it, than 
" is your most obedient gratefbl 
" servant." 

This address met with general 
and repeated applause, from all 
parts of the house, which waar 
crowded almost to suffocation. 

In the year 1777 Mr. Garrick 
was desired to read a play before 
the King and Queen, at Bucking- 
ham House, in the manner of 
Mons. Le Texier, who had ob- 
tained great reputation by ready- 
ing plays, sitting at a table, 
and acting them as he went gn. 
Mr. Garrick fixed upon )x)Jk own 
»4 
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farce t>f Lethe^ in which he intra* a discussion of his peculiar excel* 

ducedi for the occasion, the cha- leocies in the immense variety of 

racfcer of an ungratefulJew. There characters he performed^ would be 

were present, the King, Queen, a taskj not only too arduous for 

Princess Boyal, Dutchess of Ar* us to attempt, but too extensive 

gyle, and one or two more ci the for the limits of the present work^; 

ladies in waiting 5 but the coldness and, indeed, to nniny readers ci 

with which this select party heard the present day would be imperti* 

him, so opposite to the applause nent and unnecessary, as they 

he had always been used to on the must retain the recollection of 

stage, had such an effect upon him, them. However, as readers in 

as to prevent his exertions 3 or, to some more distant periods, when, 

use Mr. Grarrick's own words in as Mr. Gibber expresses it, the 

relating the circumstance, ** it was animated graces of the player tmlly 

*' (said he) as if they had thrown at best, lut faint fy glimmer through 

*' a wet blanket oyer me.'* the memory, or imperfect attesta* 

In January 1777 9 Mr. Garrick tion, of a few surviving spectators-^ 

was put into the commission of nay, when even these testimonials 

the peace 5 a ^ct that had hitherto, shall be unattainable, will be de- 

we believe, been very little known, sirous of forming to their ideas a 

. But we do not learn that he ever portrait Qf the pe^rson and manner 

acted m that character, of this amazing performer j we 

At this period, the stone, a dis- shall here bequeath our little rnlte 
Older to which he had been long to future dramatic history, by of* 
; subject^ began io make sqch in- fering such a rude sketch of them, 
roads on hit constitution, that the as, when touched up hereafter by 
happiness which he expected from some other pencil, may answer 
retirement was often interrupt- the intended purpose^ and prove 9 
ed, and sometimes destroyed^ by perfect picture, 
the violence of the pain he en- Mr. Garrick in his person was 
dured. He bad been used to try low, yet well shaped and neatly 
the effects of auack medicines, to proportioned, and, having added 
relieve him from the torments the qualifications of' dancing an4 
which he suffered, and it has been fencing to that natural gentility 
thouffht that his health recc^ived of manner, which no art can be- 
rtmch injuiy from this injudicious itow, but with which our great 
mode of tampering with his ma- mother nature endows many, even 
lady. At Christmas 177^ be visited from in&ncy, his deportment was 
Lord Spencer, at Althorpe, where constantly easy, natural, and en- 
he was taken ill, hut recovered gaging. His complexion was 
fufficientl/ tor return to London, dark; and the features of his face^ 
and died at his Iiouse in the Adel* which were pleasingly regular, 
phi, after a few di^s^ sickness, were anknated by a fuH black ^e, 
on the 20th Januarys ^779* His brilliant and penetrating. His 
body was inteited, with great voice was dear, .n)elodious» and 
funeral pomp, In Westminster commanding^ and, althou^ it 
Abbey^ on the 1st of Februaiy might not possess the strong over* 
folk) Wing. bearing powers of Mr. Mossop*«, 

To enter into a particular detail or the musical sweetness of Mr. 

of Mr. Garrickis several merits, or Carry's, yet it appeared to bave a 
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iDucii greater compass of variety 
than either ; and, from Mr. Gar- 
rick's judicious manner of coo- 
doctiug it, enjoyed that articulatioa 
and piercing distinctness, which 
rendered it equally intelligible. 
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fury, and simplicity, all took in 
turn possession of hisfeatures, while 
each of them in turn appeared to 
be the sole possessor of those fea- 
tures. One night old age sat op 
his counteqance, as if the wrinkles 



even to the most distant parts of she had stamped there were indeli- 
an audience, in the gentle whis« ble; the next the gaiety and bloom 



pers of murmuring love, the half- 
Knothered accents of infelt passion, 
or the professed and sometimes 
awkwardconcealmentsof an aside 



of youth seemed to overspread his 
face, and smooth even those marks 
which time and muscular conform- 
ation might have really made 



speech in comedy, as in the rants, there. Of these truths no one 
of rage, the darings of despair, or can be ignorant, who ever saw 



all the open violence of tragical 
enthusiasm. 

As to his partictilar forte or su- 
perior cast in acting, it would be 
perhaps as difficult to determine 
it, as it would be minutely to de- 
scribe his several excellencies in 
the very different casts in which 
he at various times thought. pro- 
per to appear. Particular supe- 
riority was swallowed up in his 
universality 3 and should it even be 
contended, that there have been 
performers equal to him in their 
own respective fortes of playing, 
yet even their partisans must ac- 
knowledge there never existed any 
x>ne .performer that came near his 
excellence in so great a variety 
of parts. Tragedy, comedy, and 
farce, the lover and the hero, the 
jealous husband who suspects his 



him in the several characters o^ 
Lear or Hamlet, Richard, Dorilas^ 
Romeo, or Lusignan; Ranger, 
Bays, Druggier, K,jtely, Brute, 
or Benedict. In, short, nature, the 
mistress from whom alone this 
great performer borrowed all his 
lessons, being in , herself inex- 
haustible, and her variations not 
to be numbered, it is by no means 
surprising, that this, her darling 
son, should find an unlimited scope 
for change and diversity in his 
manner of copying from her va- 
rious productions ; and, as if shv 
had from his cradle marked him 
but for her trttest representative, 
she bestowed on him such powers 
of expression in the muscles of hig 
face, as no performer ever yet pos- 
sessed 5 not only for the display of 
a single passion, but also for the 



Wife*8 virtue without cause, and , combination of those various con- 

tbe thoughtless lively rake who fiicts with which the human breast 

attacks it without design, were all at times is fraught j so that in his 

alike open to his imitation, and all countenance, even when his lipg 

alike did faonour to his execution, were silent, bis meaning stood por- 

£very passion of the human breast trayed in characters too legible for 

seemed subjected to his powers of any to mistake it. In a word, the 

jexpression;^ nay, even time itself beholder felt himself affected he 

appealed to stand still or advance knew not bow; and it may be truly 

.us he would have it. Rage and said of him, by future writers^ 

.ridicuk,. doubt and despair, trans* what the poet has said of Shak- 

.port and tenderness, .compassion speare, that in his fictlng, as in tfi^ 

.and contempt,, love, jealousy^ fear, other^s writing. 
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«« His powerful stioktt preadfng truth 1 6f theatrical condtrct which ought 
impressM, * nnqtiestionahly to be recorded to 

" ^"^ breltr ^"^ P^'°'' """'""''^ ^® Mr. Gflrrick's hoaour, since thfr 

cause of virtue and morality, and 
During the course of his ma- the formation of public ixiasDers, 
ragement, the public, undoubt- are very considerably dependant 
ediy, were much obliged to him on it 5 and that is, the zeal with 
for his indefatigable labour in the which he ever aimed to banish 
conduct of the theatre, and in the from the stage all ihose plays which 
pains he took to discm'er and gra- carry with them an immoral ten- 
tify its taste; and, though the dencyj and to prune from those 
situation of a manager will per- which do not absolutely on the 
petually be liable to attacks from whole promote the interests of 
disappointed authors and unde- vice, such scenes of licentiousness 
serving performers 5 yet, it is ap- and libertinism as a redundancy of 
parent, from the barrenness both wit and too great liveliness of ima- 
of plays and players of merit which gination have induced some of our 
for some years appeared at the comic writers to indulsje them- 
opposite theatre, that this gentle- selves in, and to which the sym- 
inan could not have refused accept- pathetic disposition of an age of 
ance to many, of either kind, that gallantry and intrigue had given 
"were any way deserving of the a sanction. The purity of the 
town's regard. In short, it does English stage was certainly much 
not appear that this is the age of more fully established during the 
either dramatic or theatrical ge- administration of this theatrical 
nius; and yet it is Tery apparent, minister, than it had ever been 
that the pains Mr. Garrick took during preceding managements t 
in rearing many tender plants of for what the public taste had itself 
the latter kind, added several va- in some measure begun, he, by 
luable performers to the English keeping that taste within its pro- 
stage, whose first blossoms were per channel, and feeding it with a 
•far from promising so fair a fruit pure and untainted stream, seemed 
as they afterwards produced : and to have completed ; and to have 
ihat, among the several dramatic endeavoured as much as possible to 
pieces which made their first ap- keep up to the promise made in 
pearance on the theatre in Drury the prologue above quoted, and 
Lane, there are very few whose which was spoken at the first open- 
authors have not acknowledged iiig of that theatre under his di- 
themselves greatly indebted to this rection, viz. 

centieman for useful hints or ad- -, „ , • • . r *u • • 

o . . ^ t' , " Bade scenic virtue form the rising age, 

vantageous alterations, to which u And truth diffuse her radiance from 

their success has in great measure the stage." 
been owing. Add to this care, 

the revival of many pieces of the His superiority to all others Jn 

more early writers; pieces pos- one branch of excellence, however, 

€es5ed of great merit, but which must not make us overlook the 

had, either through the neglect or rank he is entitled to stand in as to 

ignorance of other managers, lain another ; nor our remembrance of 

for a long time unemployed and his having been the Jirsi actor 

disregarded. But there is one part living, induce us to forget, that he 
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'was far from being the iastwriier, 18. TTie Farmer* s Return from 

Notwithstanding the nnniberless London, I. 4to. 1 7^2. 

and laborious avocations attending \g. AMidsummerNight*sDream. 

on bis profession as an actor, and Altered. 8vo. 17^3. 

his station as a manager, yet still 20. The Clandestine Marriage. 

his active genins was perpetually C. 8vo. 17^6. . 

bursting forth in varions little pro^ 21, The Country Girl. C. al- 

ductions both iu the dramatic and tered. Svo. 1766. 

poetical way, whose merit cannot 22. Neck or JStotJiing, F. Svo. 

i)ut make us regret his want of 1766. 

time for the pursuit of more 23. Cymon» D. R. Svo. 1 767. 

extensive and important works. 24, A Peep behind the Curtain; 

He is well known to have been or. The New Rehearsal, F. Svo. 

the atithor of the following 5 ^7^7' 

some of which are originals, and 25, Ode on dedicating a Statue 

the rest translations or alterations to Shakspeare, 4to. 17%* 

/rom other authors, with a design 26. The Jubilee^ D. E. 17^* 

io adapt them to the present tastQ N. P. 

of the public: 27. King Arthur j or, The Bri^ 

1. The Lying Vakt. C. 8vo^ tiah Worthy, D. O. altered. Svo. 
1741. 1770. 

2. Miss in her Teens -, or, the 28. Hamlet. T. altered. 1771. 
Medley of Lovers, F. Svo. 1747. N. P. 

3. Lethe. D. S. Svo. 1749. 2^. The Institution of the Garter. 

4. Romeo and Juliet. T. altered. Svo. 1 77 1 • 

42mo. 1750. 30. The Irish Widow. C. Svo. 

5. JSirery Man in his Humour. 1772. 



e. Svo. 1762. 

6. The Fairies, O, Svo, 1755. 

7. TheTempe»t. O, 8vo. 175(5. 

8. Catherine and Petrucfuo. F. 
Svo. 1756. 

g. Lilliput. D. E. Svo. 1757. 

10. The Male Coquette j or. 
Seventeen Hundred and Fifty^seven, 
F. Svo. 1737. 

1 1 . Florizel and Perdita. D, P. 
1756. Printed 8vo. 1758. 

12. Gamesters. C. altered. Svo. 
175 s. 

1 3 . Isabella 5 or. The Fatal Mar- 
riage. P. altered. Svo. 17S8. 

14. The Guardian. C. Svo. 
1759. 

15. Harlequin's J/wasi&n. ,Pant. 
1759. N. P. 

16. The Efichantery or. Love 
^nd Magic. M. D. Svo, 1760. 

17^ Cymbelincj T.altered, 12mo. 
17^1. 



31. The Chances. C. altered. 
Svo. 1773. 

32. Albumaxar, C. altered. Svo. 
1773. 

33. Alfred. T. altered. Svo. 
1773. 

34. A Christmas Tale. D. E. 
Svo. 1774. 

35. The Meetinsi of the Company, 
Prel. J 774. RP. 

36. Bon Ton y or. High Lif$ 
above Stairs, F. Svo. 1775. 

37. May Day, M.F. Svo. 1 775. 

38. The Theatrical Candidates. 
Mus. Prel. Svo. 1775. 

39. Linco's Travels. Int. 1767. 
12mo. 1785. 

He also altered Mahomet, and 
;9ome other pieces. 

Besides these, Mr. Garrick was 
the author of an ode on the death 
of Mr. Pelham, which, in less than 
six weeks^ ran through four edi-. 
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tioos. The prologoef^ epilogues, 
and soDgf, which he wrote, are 
almost iooamerable, and poMW5 a 
coDsideraUe degree of happiness 
both in conception and execution. 
It would, however, be in rain to 
attempt anj ennmeration of them 
in this place ; and it is indeed the 
less necessary, as we cannot doubt 
hut some one of his surviving 
Iriends will take care to give a 
complete edition of hiis works, in 
such a manner as will do honour 
to bis memory. 

Gartbr, Thomas. We meet 
with no mention of this gentleman 
among any of the writers, excepting 
only in Coxeter's MS. notes, where, 
without any further account, a very 
old piece, published about the mid- 
dle of Queen £]i^betb's reign, » 
ascribed to a person of this name. 
The piece itself is entitled The 
Comwiody of 

Susanna, 1578. 
Gascoigne, George.. This 
^ntleman flourished in the begin* 
4iing of Queen Elizabeth's reign. 
He was bom at Walth^mstow in 
the Forest, in Essex,, and had a 
taste of each of our famous uni- 
versities before he was entered of 
Grays Inn ) for his volatile temper 
made him soon leave one of these 
delightful places for another^ and 
all of them {ox the army; where 
his behaviour was so signally brave, 
as certainly to entitle, him to the 
motto he took of Tarn Marti quam 
Mercurio. 

In this station he was for some 
time in various cities of Holland; 
after which he went to j^rance., in 
order to see and study the manners 
of that court-, where he happened 
to meet with a Scottish lady, whom 
he fell in love with and married. 
At length, being Ured.of this ram- 
bling way of lifej he came back 
tp England, and returned to Grays 



loD, wfaeie he compoced most d 
his varioos pieces ; and afua w aik 
to his oalife plaice; whe^ ap 
Coxeter, he died aod waa bnriol^ 
in lut ouddle ^e, anno 1578. 
Tbeie is, however, an old piece 
ill veise (in black letter and with- 
out date, 4to. Loodon), entitled 
A Rememknmce f^ ikt fcwfl-m- 
phyedLtfeandgodfyJEnd of George 
Gascoigne, Esq^ who deceased oi 
Stamford in Lincolnshire, the Jtk 
of Oct. 1^77. The Report of Georgt 
IVhetstones, Gentleman , an Eye- 
witness^ rf his godly and chantakk 
End in this World, 

The dramatic pieces he has left 
behind him are fooF in number^ 
their names as foUovr : 

1. The Supposes. C. transbted 
from Ariosto. 4to. 1566. 

2. Jocasta, T. tianslated,. in 
conjunction with Francis Kin well- 
man>he, from Euripides. 4to. 1575. 

3. The Glass of Government. T. 
C. 4to. 1575. 

4. The Prince^ Pieasmres of 
Kenelwortk Castle. M. 4to. 1587. 

His works, indudiog the first 
three, were printed in 4to. B. L. 
1575, with this> tide. The Posies 
of George Gascoigne, Esq. corrected 
and augmented' by -the jimthor*^ and 
again with The Frincefy Pleasmres 
rf Kenelwortk^ A^Masque for Lard 
Afouiaeute, and other. piece8,in 4lo. 
B. h. 1587. 

Besides these pieces, he wroir 
several other things^ in verse and 
prose, and at that early time was 
esteemed not only a-person of po- 
liteness, eloqueooe,, and qbob^- 
standipg, but alto, tbe best kive 
poet extant; nor were his dra- 
matic works held in any trifling 
estimation. AiQQDg the rest di 
his pieces is. a satire^ called Tk^ 
Sfeel Glass, printed in I57& to 
which is prefixed the author's ptc-* 
ture in annoor^ with a ttiff ant ^ 
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ai^e^ beard. On his right hand 
Iiang a musqnet and bandoliers^ on 
his left stand an inkhorn and 
some books, and underwritten is 
the motto above mentioned, Tom 
Marti quam Mercurio, No very 
striking mark, hov^eVer, of the au- 
thor's modesty ! 

This gentleman was also author 
of ** A delicate Diet for daintie 
'' raouthde Drunkardes ; wherein 
" the fowle Abuse of common 
'* Carousing and QuafBng with 
" hartie Dranghtes is honestlie ad- 
monished. By George Gascoyne, 
£sq. Imprinted at London, by 
Richard Jhones, Aug. 22, 1576:* 
12mo. 

*' The Droome of Domesday ; 
" wherein the Frailties and Mi- 
" series of Man*s Life are lively 
** portrayed, and learnedly set 
" forth. Decided as appeareth in 
the Page next following. Trans- 
lated and collected by Geoige 
Gascoigne, Esquier. imprinted 
at London, by Gabriel Cawood, 
dwelling in Paules Church3rard, 
at the Signe of the Holy Ghost, 
*' X576r 4ta 

He was, as Mr. Headley says, 
*^ n writer whose mind, though it 
** exhibits few marks of strength, 
^ is not destitute of delicacy 5 he 
*^ is smooth, sentimental, and har- 
" monious. Lord Gray of Wilton 
'' was his patron ; from whom he 
" acknowledges to have received 
" particular favours." 

Gataker, Thomas. This au- 
thor has the addition of Gent, an- 
nexed to his name in the title- 
page of the only dramatic piece 
of his writing that we are ac- 
quainted with. It is called 

The Jealous Clown -^ or. The 

iMcky Mistake. Op. Svo. 1730. 

Gat, John^.^ This gentleman, 

descended from an ancient family 

19 Dwpnshire^ was born at Exeter, 
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and received his education at the 
free-school of Bslrnstaple, in that 
county, under the care of Mr. 
William Rayner. He was bred a 
mercer in the Strand ; but having 
a small fortune independent of 
business, and considering the at« 
tendance on a shop as a degra- 
dation of those talents which he 
found himself possessed of, he 
quitted that occupation, and ap- 
plied himself to other views, and 
to the indulgence of his inclina- 
tion. for the Muses. Mr. Gay was 
born in the year 1688. In 1712 
we find him secretary, or rather 
domestic steward, to the Dutchess 
of Monmouth $ in which station 
he continued till the beginning of 
the year 1714, at which time he 
accompanied thMlarl of Clarendon 
to Hanover, whither that noble- 
man was dispatched by Qu^n 
Anne. 

In tlie latter end of the same 
year, in consequence of the Queen's 
death, he returned to England, 
where he lived in the highest esti- 
mation and intimacy of friendship 
with many persons of the first dis- 
tinction both in rank and abilities. 
He was ev^ particularly taken 
notice of by Queen Caroline, then 
Princess of Wales, to whom he had 
the honour of reading in manu- 
script his tragedy of The Cgptivesi 
and in 1726 dedicated his Fables^ 
by permission, to theDuke ofCum- 
berland. From this countenance 
shown to him«and numberless pro- 
mises made him of preferment, it 
was reasonable to suppose, that be 
would have been genteelly provided 
for in some office suitable to his 
inclination and abilities. Instead 
of which, in 1727, he was offered 
the place of gentleman-usher to 
one of the youngest princesses ; 
an office which, as he looked on it 
as lather an indignity to a manu 
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wdose talents might have been so idol of the town ; her pictures wer^ 
moch belter empbyed> Jbe thought engraven and sold in great num- 
proper to refuse ^ and some prettj bers ; her life written ; books oi 
warm remonstrances were made on letters and verses to her published j 
the occasion by his sincere friends and ]>amphlets made of even her 
^nd zealous patrons the Duke and very s^iyings and jests ; my, she 
Dutchess of Queensberry, which herself was received to a station, in 
terminated in those two noble per*- consequence of which she, before 
aonaged withdrawing from court in her death, attained the highest rank 
disgust. a female subject can acquire, be<* 
Mr. Gay's dependence on the ingmarried to the Duke of Bolton, 
promises of the great, and the dis- In short, the satire of this piece 
appointments he met with, he has was so striking, so apparent, and 
^guratively described in his fable so perfectly adapted to the taste of 
of The Hare with many Friends, all degrees of people, that it even 
j3owever, the very extraordinary for that season overthrew tlie Ita- 
uiccess he met with from public lian opera, that Dagon of the no- 
encouragement made an ample bility and gentry, which had so 
amends^ both with respect to satis- long seduced them to idolatry, and 
faction and emolument^ for those which Dennis, by the labours and 
private disappoiif ments : for, in outcriesof a whole life, and many 
the season of 1 727-9, appeared his other writers, by the force of rea- 
^€ggar*s Op^a, the success of son and reflection, had in vain 
Which was not only unprecedented, endeavoured to drive from the 
but almost incredible. It had an throne of public taste. Yet the 
uninterrupted run in London of Herculean exploit did this lifile 
$ixty-three nights in the first sea* piece at once bring to its comple- 
»on, and was renewed in the en- tion, and for some time recalled 
$uin^ one with equal approbation, the devotion of the town from an 
It spread into all the great towns adoration of mere sound and show, 
of England ; was played in many to the admiration of, and relish for, 
places to the thirtieth and fortieth true satire apd sound understand** 
time, and at Bath >and Bristol fifty ; ing. 

made its progress into Wales, Scot- The profits of this piece were so 
land, and Ireland, in which last very great, both to the author and 
place it was acted for twenty-four Mr. Rich the manager, that it 
successive nights, and last of all gave rise to a quibble, which be- 
lt was perfornryed at Minorca. Nor came frequent in the mouths of 
was the fame of it confined to the many, viz. That it had made Rich 
reading and representation alone, gay, and Gay rich ; and we have 
for the card-table and the drawing- heard it asserted, that the author's 
room shared with the theatre and own advantages from it were not 
the closet in this respect ]l the ladiesi less than two thousand pounds, 
carried about the favourite songs of In con^sequence of this success, 
it engraven on their fan-mounts, Mr. Gay was induced to write a 
and screens and other pieces of second part to it, which he entitled 
furi^iture were decorated with the Po//y. But, owing to thedisgustsubr 
'same. Miss FentOn, who ac$ed sistibg between him and the coort,^ 
Polly, though till then perfectly . together with the misrepresenta- 
f b^cure^ became all at opce the Uons made of him^ as having b^ip^ 




271 

QAY GAY 

^\>e antkor pf some disaffected H- 4. Three Hours after Marrtase. 

^els and seditious pamphlets, a C. 8vo. 1717- 

c:harge wbicb, hawever, he warmly 5. Dknte, P. 4to. 1720. 

^disavows in his preface to this 6. 7 he Captives. T. 8vo. 1724. 

«pera, a prohibition of it was 7- ^-^^ Beggar* s Opera, 4to. 

•ent from the Lord Chamberlain, and 8vo. X72S. 

-at the very time when every thing S.Polly, O. 4to. 1729. 

was. in readiness for the rehearsal 9* The fVife of Bath, C. [Re- 

of it. This disappointment, how- written.] Svo. 1/30. 

ever, was far from being a loss to 10. Ads and Galatea, P. O- 

the author; for, as it was after- Svo. 1732. [Ser."] Svo. 1782. 

wards confessed, even by his very ,11. Achilles, O. Svo. 1733. 

best friends, to be in every respect 12. The Distrest fVife, C. 8vo,. 

inEnitely inferior to the first part, 1743, 

it is more than probable, that it 13. The Rehearsal at Goatham^ 

roight have foiled of that great F. Svo. 1754. 

success in the representation which Most of the catalogues ascribe 

Mr. Gay might promise himself to him a piece, called 

from it> whereas the profits arising No Fools like Wits, 

from the publication of it after- which is no more than a republic 

wards in quarto, in consequence cation of Wrighfs Female Virtuo^ 

of a very large subscription, which soes, intended to expose Gibber's 

this appearance of persecution, plagiarism in Tke Refusal, fiesideg 

added to the author's great per- these, Mr. Gay wrote many verjr 

sonal Interest, procured for him, valuable pieces in verse ; among 

were at least adequate to what which his Trivia j or. The Art of 

jcould have accrued to him from a u^al/ang the Streets of London j 

moderate rur^ had it been repre- though one of his first poetical at- 

sented. He afterwards new wrote tempts, is far from being the least 

The Wife of Bath, which was the considerable 5 but, as among hit 

last dramatip piece by him that dramatic works, his -B<?^^ar*5Qj&cra 

made its appearance during his did at first, and perhaps ever will, 

}ife 5 his opera of Achilles, the stand as an unrivalled masterpiece^, 

comedy qf the Distrest Wife, and >so, among his poetical works, his 

bis farce of The Rehearsal at Goat^ Fables hold the same rank pf esti- 

ham, being brought on the stage mat ion : the latter haying been 

or published after his death. What almost as universally read as the 

other works he executed in the former was represented, and both 

dramatic way will be seen in the equally admired. It would there- 

lensuing list, and their several sue- fore be superfluous here to add 

cesses in the respective accounts of any t^'iug further to these self- 

them in the second and third vo- reared monuments of hisrfame as 

iumes of this wprk. Their trt)es a poet. As a man, he appears to 

are as follow : • have been morally amiable. Hi$ 

1. TheMohoch. T. C*F. Svo. disposition was sweet and affable, 
1713. his temper generous, and his con- 

2. The Wife of Bath, C. 4to, vepsation agreeable and entertaiu- 
1713. ing. He had indeed one foible, 

3. The What d- ye call it, T* C* too fiequeatly incident to men of 
f. F. 8vo. 1715. 
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^reat literary abilities, and which translator from the Gcrnaan of 

Subjected him at times to incon- four dramas^ viz. 

veniencies, which otherwise he 1. Crime from AmMHotit P. 

heeded not to have experienced, 8vo. 1799. 

vie. an excess of indolence, which 2. Joanna of Alonifaucon, Dr. 

prevented him from exerting the Rom. 8vo. [1799.] 

full force of his talents. He was, 3. Ths Noble Lie. D. 8vo. 1799' 

however, not inattentive to the 4. Poverty and Nobleness of 

means of procuring an independ- Mind, P. Svo. 1799- 

fence, in which he would probably Gentleman, Francis, was 

have succeeded, had not his spirits born in York Street, Dublin, the 

been kept down by disappoint- 23d of October 1 728, and received 

ments. He had, however, saved his education in that city, where 

several thousand poundsat the time he was schoolfellow with the late 

of his, death, which happened at Mr. Mossop, the tragedian. At 

the house of the Duke and Dutchess the age of fifteen, he obtained a 

of Ctueensberry , in fiurlington Gar* lieutenant's commission in thesame 

dens, in December 1732. He was raiment wherein his father was 

inten'ed in Westminster Abbey, and major; but making an exchange 

a monument erected to his me- to a new-raised company, he was 

mory, at the expense of his afore- dismissed the service by his regi- 

mentioned noble benefactors, with ment being reduced at the con* 

an inscription expressive of their elusion of the«war in 1748. On 

regards and his own deserts, and tliis event he indulged his indina- 

an epitaph in verse by Mr. Pope ; tion for the stage, and accordingly 

but, as both of them are still in appeared at Smock Alley theatre, 

existence, and free of access to Dublin, in the character of Aboan, 

every one, it would be. imperti- in the play of Oroonoko. Not- 

nent to repeat either of them in withstanding an unconsequential 

this place. figure and uncommon timidity, he 

Gay, Joseph. This name is says, he succeeded beyond his most 
only a fictitious one, yet we could sanguine expectations; but having 
not avoid giving it a place here ; some property, and hearing that a 
as otherwise some readers might legacy had been left him by a re- 
be misled, by the finding it pre- lation, he determined to oonae to 
fixed to a dramatic piece, entitled London, where/ it appears, he dig- 

The Confederates, F. Svo. 1717^ sipated the little fortune he pos- 

For an explanation of it, however, sessed. He then engaged to per- 

seeBaBVAL,CAPT.JoHNDuaANT. format the theatre in Bath, and 

Gayton, Edmund, was author remained there some time. From 

of thence he went to Edinburgh, and 

Chctrity Triumphant. afterwards belonged to several 

See Pageants, in Vol. HI. p. lip, companies of actors, at Manches- 

No. (27.) ter, Liverpool, Chester, and other. 

Geffrey, John, was the au- places. Growing tired. of a public 

thor of a very ancient play« still life, he settled at Ma]ton, a mar;-, 

remaining in manuscript, entitled ket-town abouttwenty miiies.from 

The Bugbears. C. York, where he married and had 

Geisweil^r^ Maria, is tbQ. spmeexpectatioQ of being provided. 
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for by the Marquis of Grgnby, to 
whom he was recommended by a 
gentleman who had known his 
father. With this hope he re- 
moved to London -, but soon had 
the mortification to find all his 
prospects clouded by the sudden 
death of his patron. In 1770 he 
performed at the Haymarket un- 
der the nnanageraent of Mr. Foote, 
and continued with him three sea- 
sons ; when he was discharged, 
at a time of peculiar embarrass- 
ment to the matiager.'* Mr. 
Gentleman afterwards returned to 
Ireland, where he died on the 21st 
of Dee. 1784, in George Lane, 
Dublin} having for the last seven 
years of his life struggled under 
sickness and want to an uncommon 
degree of misery. Frotn bis own 
account, he seems to have had no 
great reason to be satisfied with his 
success, either as an actor or au- 
thor. Speaking of himself in the 
latter profession, he says, " I 
'* heartily wish I had been fated 
*' to use an awl and end, sooner 
'' than theipen ; for nothing but a 
*^ pensioned defender of govern- 
** ment, a sycophant to managers, 
•* or a slave to booksellers, can do 
*' any thing more than crawl." 
He is the author of, 

1. Sejanus. T. 8vo. 1751. 

2. Oroonoko, T. altered. 12mo.. 
176O. 

3. The Stratford Jubilee. C. 
Svo. 1769. 

4. The Sultan; or^ Love and 
Fame. T. Svo. 1770. 

5. The Tobacconist, C. Svo. 

1771. 
6» Cupid^s Revenge, Past. Svo. 

1772. 

J.TkePantheonites. D.E. Svo. 

1773. 
8. The Modish Wife. C. Svo. 

1774. 
He is also author of the follow- 



ing pieces, none of which have 
been published : 

1. Osman, T. [About 1751.] 

2. Zaphira, T. 1754. 

3. Richard II, T. altered. 1754^ 

4. The Mentalist. D.S. 1 759. 

5. The Fairy Court, Int. IJdO, 

6. The Coxcombs. F. 1771, 

7. Orpheus and Euridice, Ser. 
Op. 1783. 

He was author of The Dramatic 
Censor, 2 vdis. Svo. I77O; and had 
the discredit of being editor of the 
worst edition that ever appeared of 
any English author : we mean 
Shakspeare, as printed by Mr. Belly 
1774, 1775. 

Geoffrey, schoolmaster {after- 
wards abbot) of Dunstable, wrote 
a play to be acted by his scholars, 
and which is called by Mr. Warton 
the first drama exhibited in Eng-' 
land. It was entitled 

The Play of St. Catherine. 

Gibson, Francis, collector of 
custonis at Whitby, is author of 
one dramatic jnece, viz. 

Streanshall Abbey, P. Svo. 
1800. 

GiFFARD, Mr. an «ctor, and 
long the manager of the old the- 
atre in Goodman's Fields ^ where 
he met with some success, not- 
withstanding the scheme was aban- 
doned by the original proprietor, 
Mr. Odell, who, for building an4 
opening this theatre, met with a 
great opposition fronj many re- 
spectable merchants and citizens, 
and even from the clergy, who 
preached against it. Mr, Giflfard 
also, purchased Mr Booth's share 
at Drury Lane about the year 1733, 
which he sold again to Mr. Fleet- 
wood, being concerned in a new 
and magnificent playhouse, built 
by subscription, in Goodman's 
Fields, notwithstanding the ill for- 
'tune which attended the other the- 
atre at this plac^^ and opened Oc*" 
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tober '2, 1732, with the play of 
King Henry IT, Here, however, 
Mr. Giffard did not long remain. 
By the advice of his friends, he 
took the Lincoln's Inn Fields the- 
atre, which was then deserted 
through the departure of Rich's 
company to the new playhouse at 
Covent Garden in 1733 5 and, 
having opened this theatre in 1735, 
continued manager of it two years. 
Still he retained his interest in the 
house at Goodman's Fields, to 
which he afterwards returned; 
and, under his management, Mr. 
Garrick made his first appearance 
in London. During Mr. Garrick's 
performances this theatre flourish- 
ed; but, on his departure, Gifiard 
and his wife made the best terms 
they could with Fleetwood, the 
proprietor of Drury Lane, 

This gentleman produced,though 
anonymously. 

Merlin, hic. D.O. 8vo. 1736. 

GiFFORD, William, a native 
of Ashburton, in Devonshire, was 
born in 1757« His father, a care- 
less and improvident man, when 
he died, left his mother with very 
scanty resources for the mainte- 
nance of two children ; and she 
followed him to the grave in about 
a twelvemonth, when our author, 
the eldest child, was not thirteen. 
In an account of his own life, pre« 
fixed to his translation of Juvenal, 
Mr. Gifford informs us, that a man, 
whom he mentions only under 
the initial C ■■ , but who was 
his godfather, seized all the mo- 
ther's little property, for money 
alleged to have been advanced to 
her. Such, however, was the good 
opinion which his mother's con- 
duct and character had excited, 
that the man who had thus, per- 
haps legally, but certainly in de- 
fiance of humanity, possessed him- 
self pf her property, thought him*. 



self bound to pay some regard (0 
her offspring. The younger son 
was sent to the almshouse, and, 
afler having been bound out ap- 
prentice, died in a few years. 
William was again sent to school. 
He grew fond of arithmetic, and 
began to b^ distinguished by his 

master. The unfeeling C was 

soon, however, tired of the ex- 
pense, and attempted to engage 
him in the drudgery of the plough, 
which he actually drove for one 
day, and would drive do more. 
Poor William was then intendec], 
as he could write and cjrpher, for 
a storehouse at Newfoundland. He . 
was, however, oddly rejected, be- 
cause he was ** too small,'* and 
was placed on board a coaster, at 
Brixton, ^ wh^n little more tiian 
thirteen. In this hard and pe- 
rilous situation, his constitution- 
naturally unfit for labour, per- 
forming the duties of bis calling, 
and every menial office in the ca- 
bin, with, a love of literature, and, 
no doubt, the consciousness of 
powers qualified for a better fate, 
he remained about a year. The: 
littie ragged sailor-boy had, it 
seems, excited the pity of the 
women who travelled from Brix- 
ton to Ashburton with fish ; and 
the people of the latter place began 
to murmur against his unfeeling 
godfather, who had reduced him 
to such an abject condition. This 
general ill-will against C— , the 
result of unadulterated humanity, 
induced him to send for poor Wil- 
liam, whom he placed again at 
school. Here his progress wa^ 
rapid, and he was in a few months 
at the head of the school. And 
now he began to indulge a hope 
that, a^ his former schoolmaster 
was aged and infirm, if the old 
man should hold out three or four 
years longer, he might by that 



, * * 

period be gualified for tbe ma- 
nagement of the school himself^ 
and be appointed the successor. 
This hope he communicated to 
C ■ , who treated it with con- 
tempt, and bound him apprentice 
to a shoemaker. With this master, 
detesting his business^ he worked 
iiomeyear^; and^ though little able 
to indulge his bent towards litera- 
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After this arrangement, so dil^ 
gently did he cultivate his talents^ 
that in two years his master pro- 
nounced him fit for the university. 
Mr. Cookesiey's zeal to serve him 
I'emained unabated; and, by his 
recommendation, Thomas Taylor, 
Esq. of Den bury, procured Mr. 
Gifford the oflSce of Bib. Lect. at 
Exeter College, Mr. Cookesley un- 



ture, he still cherished the hope of dertaking to provide for him till he 
succeeding to the direcijon of the had taken a degree: About thi3 



ik:hool, when his term of appren- 
ticeship should expire. Being neg- 
ligent of his business, he sunk by 
degrees into the common drudge 
of the family. At this period his 



time he began to translate tha 
Satires of Juvenal, and had made 
such a progress in the work, that 
his friends advised him to under- 
take a version of the whole, ancf 



poetical powers began to break publish it by subscription. To this 



into action. A few satirical verses 
dropped from him, which raised 
iiim into some repiVation ip the 
neighbourhood, much against the 
inclination of his master, who was 
afraid lest sbme of his customers 
diould be hitched itito rhyme. 
The schoolmaster at length died, 
and all the hopes of yourig Gifford 
were blasted, by the appointment 
of another to the vacancy. After 
this disappointment, he continued 
to drudge on in sullen discontent, 
till his twentieth year ; when his 
little poetLbal trifles attracted the 
notice of Mr. William Cookesley, 
" a name (says Mr. Gilford) ne- 
" ver to be pronounced by me 
" without veneration.'* Now our 
author's fate arrived at a crisis, 
iK^hich was t6 lead to a more 
prosperous course of events. Mr. 
Cookesley, with discernment and 
benevolence, espoused the cause 
of the young man, collected his 
literary crudities, and raised a sub- 
scription for the author, expressly 
with a view to purchase the re- 
mainder of his apprenticeship, and 
to maintain him a few months, 

ft ^ 

while he improved himself in 
writing and English grammar. 



scheme he assented. The amiable 
and persevering friendship of Mr. 
Cookesley earnestly supported the 
plan, and opened a subscription at 
Astiburton, Mr. Gilford himself 
proposing another at Exeter Col- 
lege. Mr. Cookesley, though no 
great Latinist, undertook to revise 
the work, and possessed all the 
requisite taste and judgment for 
the task. Unhappily, soon ^fter, 
our author was deprived of this 
excellent friend, who died sud- 
denly. Having, made a considers 
able progress in the work, Mr. 
Giftbrd was induced to abandon 
it, and to return the subscription- 
money which he had received, 
contrary to the advice of Mr. Ser- 
vington Savery, who was disposed 
to render him every friendly at- 
tention. At length 

'* A lucky chance, that oft decides the 

fate 
** Of mighty tnonarchs, then decided" 

that of our author. He had con- 
tracted an acquaintance with a 
gentleman at Oxford, to whom he 
was permitted to address letters, 
while the latter was in London, 
under coyer to the late Lord Gro&« 
T 2 
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Venor. Happening to omit the was a meraber of the society of 
direction to his correspondent, in Grays Inn, and had suffered con- 
one of the enclosed letters, that siderably in the roydl cause. Mr. 
nobleman thought it was intended Gildon received the first rudiments 
for himself, opened it, and hence of bis education at the place where 
becoming acquainted with our au- he was born ; but at no more than 
thor's situation and talents, invited twelve years of age, his parents 
him to town, took him under his sent him over to Douay in'Hai- 
protection, appointed him precep- nault, and entered him in th6 
tor to his son, Lord Belgrave, and English college of secular priests 
finally placed him in ease and in- there, with a view of bringing 
dependence. Our author's first him up likewise to the priesthood 5 



avowed work was The Baviad, a 
free and spirited imitation of Per- 
sius, which had a powerful effect 
on the vitiated taste of the times, 
in routing the whole tribe of poet- 
asters of the Delia Crusca school. 
In his nej^t work. The Mcevtad, 
he pursued the same purpose, and 
effectually prevented that fantastic 



but all to no purpose ; for, during 
a progress of five years study there, 
he only found his inclinations 
more strongly confirmed for a quite 
different course of life. 

At nineteen years of age he re- 
turned to England 3 and, when he 
was of age, and by the entrance 
into his paternal fortune, which 



breed from ever rising into notice was not inconsiderable, rendered 

again. Our author has also shown in every respect capable of enjoy- 

great political talents, in a work ing the gaieties and pleasures of 

entitled The Anti-Jacolin Exa- this polite town, he came up to 

miner, of which he is understood London ; where, as men of genius 

to have been the editor, and the and vivacity are too often deficient 



chief literary support. His trans- 
lation of Juvenal is characterized 
by genius and learning. 

In the biographical preface to 
this translation, Mr. Gifford men- 
tions his having written two tra- 
gedies, which were put into the 
hands of some theatrical manager ; 
but says, that he has never seen 
them since : their titles were, 

1. The Oracle. 

2. The Italian, 

Gildon, Charleis. This gen- 
tleman was born at Gillingham, 
near Shaftesbury, in Dorsetshire, 



in the article of economy, he soon 
spent the best part of what he had j 
and, that he might be sure, as 
LordTownley says,.npver to mend 
it, he crowned his other impru* 
dences by marrying a young lady 
without any fortune, at about the 
age of twenty- three 5 thereby add- 
ing to his other incumbrances that 
of a growing falmily, without any 
way improving his reduced cir- 
cumstances. 

During the reign of King James 
II. he dedicated a great deal of 
time to the study of the religious 



in the year l665. His parents controversies which then so strong- 
-and family were all of the Romish ly prevailed j and be declares, in 



persuasion, and consequently en- 
deavoured to instil the, same prin- 
ciples into our author ; but in 
vain 3 for no sooner was he ca- 



some of his writings, that it cost 
him above seyea years study and 
contest, and a tery close applica- 
tion to books, before he could 



pableofreasoning, than he rejected entirely overcome the prejudiceft 
that chufcb*8 tenets. His father of his educatiou : tar, thoagh be 
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had neyer given credit to the 
tenets of the church of Rome^ 
nor could ever be brought to em- 
brace the ridiculous doctrine of 
her infallibility, yet^ as he had 
been taught an early reverence t9 
the priesthood, and a submissive 
obedience to their authority, it 
\yas a long time before he assumed 
courage to think freely for himself, 
or declare what he thought. 

A transition from the extreme of 
bigotry to that of infidelity, is a cir- 
cumstance not so uncommon as to 
create any surprise, when we ob- 
serve that it was exactly Mr. Gil- 
don's case. In J 693, he ushered 
into the world Tke Oracles of Rea- 
son, written by Charles Blount, 
Esq. after that author's unhappy 
end, with a pompous eulogium 
and a defence of self-murder. He 
was afterwards, however, as Dr. 
Leland observes (vol. i. Fiew of 
Deistical Writers, p. 43), " con- 
" vinced of his error 3 of which 
" he gave a remarkable proof, in 
'^ 2l good book which he published 
*' in 1705, intituled The Deisi's 
*' Manual ; or, A Rational En- 
*' quiry into the Christian Religion '^ 
•" the greater part of which is 
** taken up in vindicating Jhe doc- 
'^ trines of the existence and at- 
" tributes of Grod, his providence 
" and government of the world, 
** the immortality of the soul, and 
" a future state.'* 

Having, as before observed, 
greatly injured his fortune by 
thoughtlessness and dissipation, he 
was now obliged to consider of 
some method for the retrieving it, 
or indeed rather for the means of 
subsistence 5 and he himself can- 
didly own^ in his essays, that ne- 
cessity (the general inducement) 
was his first motive for venturing 
to be an author ; nor was it till he 
hadarrive4 at his two-and-thirtietb 



year, that he made any attempt in 
the dramatic way. 

He died on Sunday the 12th of 
Jan. 1723-4 i nor can we give a 
better summary of his literary cha-^ 
racter, than by mentioning what 
was at the time said of him In 
Boyer*s Political State, vol. xxvii. 
p. 102, where he is said to have 
been *' a person of great litera- 
'' ture, but a mean genius ; who, 
f' having attempted several kinds 
^' of writing, never gained much 
'* reputation in any. Among other 
** treatises, he wrote the English 
" Art of Poetry, which he had 
" practised himself very unsuc- 
" cessfolly in his dramatic per- 
*' formances. He also wrote an 
'* English grammar 5 but what he 
/' seemed to build his chief hopes 
** of fame upon was his late cri- 
" tical commentary on the Duke 
'' of Buckingham's Essay on Po' 
" etry 5 which last piece was per- 
" used and highly approved by his 
'' Grace." 

His dramatic pieces are as fol- 
low : 

1. The Roman Bride's Revenge, 
T. 4t6. 1697. 

2. Phaeton } or. The fatal Di- 
vorce, T. 4to. 1^8^ 

3. Measure for Measure; or. 
Beauty the best Advocate. C. 4to. 
1700. 

4. Love*s Victim j or. The Queers 
'of Wales. T. 4to. 1701. 

5. The Patriot; or. The Italian 
Conspiracy, T. 4to. 1703. Also 
published under the title of 

The Italian Patriot, Same date. 
He likewise wrote two critiques 
in a dramatic form, entitled, 

1 . A Comparison between thettvo^ 
Stages. 8vo. 1?02. 

2. A New Rehearsal; or, Bayes 
the Younger. 8vo. 1714. 

None of them met with -any 
great success j and indeed, though 
t3 
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they do not totally want merit, written, they met with ^onsiderr 

yet, by too strong an emulation able approbation and sucpess. They 

of the style of Lee, of wbo^i be are nine in number, and their tir 

was a great admirer, but without tjes as follow : 

being possessed pf that brilliancy 1. Alberlys TFalfenstein, ^f. 4to. 

of poetical imagination which 1634. 

frequently atones for the mad 2. jirgalus and Partkenia. Tr. 

flights of that poet, Mr. Gildon's Com. 4to. 1639. 

verse runs into a perpetual train 3. The LaSes* Privilege. [Q, 4to. 

of bombast and rant. * 1640. 

He, about t:>vo years after Mrs. 4. The Hollander. C. 4to.]640.. 

Behn*s death, brought on the 5. Wit in a Constable, C. 4to^ 

stage, with spme few alterations of l64Q. 

his own, a comedy which that lady 6. The Pciraside {^Parricidej, we 

had left behind her^, entitled suppose] j or. Revenge for Honour. 

The Younger Brother j or. The N. P. 

jiniorous Jilt. 4to. 1696. 7. The Festal. Tr. N. P. 

Though not a man of capital 8. The Noble Try ql.Tr.CN.K 

genius himself, yet he was a pretty 9. The Dutchess of Fernandina- 

severe critic on the writings of Tr. ^. P. 

Others 5 and, particularly, the free? (GrLpvBR, |licRARp. This very 

clom he took in remarking upon ingenious author was brought up 

Mr. Pope*s Rape of the Lock exr in the mercantile way, in which 

frited the resentment of that gen- he made a conspicuous figure 5 

tleman, who was never remark- and by a remarkable speech that 

able for any great readiness to for- he delivered in behalf of the merr 

give injuries, to such a height, chants of London, at the bar of 

that he has thought proper to im- tjie |ious0 of Commons, about 

mortalize his name, together with the year 17^0, previous to the 

that of the snarling Dennis, in his breaking out qt the Spanish war, 

celebrated poem The Dw^ciad. acquired, and with great justice, 

GiLLUM, William, was a clerk the character of an able and steady 

in the East India Company's ser- patriot -, and indeed, on every oc- 

r'lce,', a situation which, on hi^ casion, he §howed a most perfect 

marriage, hq resigned. He died knowledge pf, joined to the most 

10th Jan. 1797> havipg published ardent zeal for, the cppimercial 

a volume of ppem^ ^vo. 1787> interests of this nation, and a^ 

which contained ' inviolable attachment to the wel- 

JFhat will the World say 9 F. fare 0^ his countryipen in general, 

Glapthorne, Henry. This and that of the city of London ii^ 

author lived in the reign of Charles particular. In 1 75 1, having, iu 

I. and Winstanley calls him one consequence of unavoidable losses 

of the chiefest dramatic poet^ of in trade, and perhapss in sotne 

that age. Though that commend- measure, of his s^ealous warmth 

ation, however, is far beyond what for the public intenest, to the neg- 

his merits can lay claim to, yet lect pf his own private emolu- 

we cannot but allow him to have ments, somewhat reduced his for- 

been a good writer; and though tunes, he condescended to stand 

his plays are now entirely laid candidate for the place of cham- 

' aside, yet, at the time they ^ere berlain of the city of London^ in 
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opposition to Sir Thomas Harrison ; 
but lost his election there, though 
by no very great majority. 

From tho time of Mr. Glover's 
misfortunes in trade, he lived in 
obscurity, known only to his 
friends, and declining to take any 
active part in public affairs. At 
length, having surmounted the 
difficulties of his situation, he 
again relinquished the pleasures of 
retirement, and in the parliament 
which met in 1761 was elected 
member for Weymouth. He af- 
terwards stood forward on several 
occasions, in a manner highly ho- 
noarable to himself, and advan- 
tageous to the public. 

In the belles letires he also 
made no inconsiderable figure; 
and in that view it is that we have 
occasion to consider him in this 
work. Mr. Glover very early de- 
monstrated a strong propensity to, 
and genius for, poetry 5 yet his 
ardour for public, and the hurry 
Necessarily attendant on his private, 
afiairs, so far interfered with that 
inclination, that it was some years 
before he had it in his power to 
finish an epic poem, which he had 
begun when young, entitled Xe- 
onidas 5 the subject of which was 
the gallant actions of that great 
general, and his heroic defence of, 
and fall at, the pass of Thermopylae. 
' Of this piece, however, the pub- 
lic were so long in expectation, 
' and had encouraged such extrava- 
gant ideas of it, that although on 
its publication it was found to have- 
very great beauties,. yet the ardour 
' of the lovers of poetry soon sunk 
into a kind of cold forgetfulness 
with regard to it, because it did 
not possess more than the narrow 
limits of the design itself would 
admit of, or indeed than it was in 
the power of human genius to- 
f^ecutc* His poetical abilities^ 



therefore, lay for some years dor- 
mant; till at* length he favoured 
the world with two dramatic pieces, 
called, 

1 . Boadicea. T. 8?o. 1753. 
2,Medea.TAtoA76l',^vo.l762. 
Mr. Glover also wrote a sequel 
to his Medea ; but as it required 
scenery of the most expensive 
kind, it never was exhibited. We 
hear, indeed, that it was approved 
by Mrs. Yates, the magic of whose 
voice and action in the first part 
of the same piece, produced as 
powerful effects as any imputed by 
Greek or Roman poets to the cha- 
racter she represented. This piece 
is called> 

3. Jason. T. 8vo. 1799. [Never 
published.'] 

Mr. Glover died in affluent cir- 
cumstances, 25 th November 1785, 
aged 74. 

GoDFEBY, Thomas, was the 
author of the first English play 
produced in America. He was 
bom in Philadelphia, in the year 
1736. His father was a glazier, to 
whom tlie invention of the very 
useful and famous sea-quadrant, 
called Hadley*s, has been ascribed. 
Our author lost his father early; 
and, being left to the care of re- 
lations, he was placed at an Eng- 
lish school, where he received a 
common education in his mother- 
tongue, without any other advan- 
tage whatever. He is said to have 
discovered an inclination to be- 
come a painter; but those who 
had the charge of him not haying 
the most honourable idea of that 
profession, or opinion of its uti- 
lity, placed him with a watch- 
maker, with whom he served the 
usual period, devoting all his lei- 
sure hours to the cultivation of his 
poetical talents. 

Disliking the trade he was 
brought up to, he quoted it, and 
T 4 
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procured himself to be recom- 
mended to a lieuteTianfs commis- 
sion in the Pennsylvanian forces^ 
raised in the year 1758 for the 
expedition aga'mstFortDu Quesne ; 
in which station he continued until 
the end of the campaign^ when 
-the troops were disbanded. At 
the succeeding spring he was set- 
tled as a factor in North Carolina, 
where he continued three years j 
but, on the death of his employer, 
he returned to Philadelphia, and 
soon after went as super-cargo to the 
island of New Providence j where 
meeting with little encourage- 
ment, he returned to North Caro- 
lina y and in a few weeks after his 
arrival, going on horseback in a 
very hot day into the country, it 
is imagined, being unused to the 
exercise, and of a corpulent habit, 
that the heat overcame him ) for, 
the night following, he was seized 
with a violent vomiting and a ma- 
lignant fever, which put a period 
to his life on the 3d of August 
1763, in the 27th year of his age. 
His character is represented by 
his biographer in a very respectable 
light : " His sweet, amiable dis- 
f position (says he), his integrity 
** of heart, his engaging modesty 
'* and difficJence of manners, his 
" fervent and disinterested love for 
** his friends, endeared him to all 
'* those who shared his acquaint- 
ance, and have stamped the 
image of him in indelible cha- 
*' racters on the heartjj of his 
*' more intimate friends." 

After his death, in 17^5, a vo- 
lume of his poems was printed at 
Philadelphia, in which was con- 
tained 

The Prince of Parthia. T. 4to. 
Godwin, William, is the son 
pf Mr. John Godwin, who was 
minister of a dissenting congrega- 
tion at puestwick, a village in 
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Norfolk. A schoolmaster in the 
neighbourhood gave him the first 
rudiments of education ; after which 
young Godwin was removed to 
Norwich, and placed under the 
care of a private tutor. From thence 
he went to the dissenters' college 
at Hoxton, near London, where 
he remained five years under the 
tuition of Drs. Kippis and Rees. 

On his leaving tlie college, in 
1778, he entered on the otfice of 
a dissenting minister; in which 
he continued fpur years, residing 
chiefly at Stowroarket, in Suffolk, 
where he had a congregation. In 
1762, he determined on com- 
mencing author by profession, and 
removed to London, where he era- 
ployed himseU for about ten years, 
chiefly in obscure and temporary 
labours. 

At the, latter end of 1792, or 
the beginning of 1793, Mr. God- 
win published his PoHiicalJustke, 
4to. In 1795, came out a second 
edition, in 2 vols. 8vo. } and a 
third in 1797. His next work was 
a- popular novel, called Caleb JVil- 
Hams, published in 1794 5 reprint- 
ed in 1795, and again in 1797. In 
1797 also appeared, The Enquirer ^ 
a volume of miscellanepus essays; 
and it was^arly in. this year that 
Mr. Godwin married Mrs. Wol- 
stonecrafl, the well-known author 
of The Rights of Woman ; but the 
domestic happiness which he had,, 
no doubt, promised himself from 
this union, was early to. terminate: 
the lady dying in the September 
of the same year. In i79Qy Mr, 
Godwin published a novel, called 
Si. Leon, which had considerable 
success ; but which elicited, from 
some witty wag, an amusing coun- 
terpart, entitled Si. Godwin. In 
1803, appeared The Life qfChau^ 
ccr, 2 vols. 4to. In 1805, our 
author gave the jpublic another 
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novels in 3 vols, called Fleetwood ; temper of this home-bred scourge, 
or. The New' Man of Feeling, shortened the 'period of his exist- 
But his title to a place in these erice, which he resigned to Him 
volumes Mr, Godwin derives from from whom he had received it, in 
the two following dramas : July 1627, being then only thirty- 

1. Antonio, T. 8vo. J 800. five years of age, and was buried 

2. Faulkner, T. 8vo. J 808. on the 27th of the same month in 
• GoFFE, Thomas. This gentle- his own parish-church. 

man flourished in the reign of Mr. GrofFe wrote four dramatic 
James I. He was born in Essex pieces, which met with consider- 
about the year 1592, and received able applause, but were none of 
his first introduction to learning at them published till after his death. 
Westminster school j from which Their names are as follow : 
place, in 1609, he was removed l. Raging Turk, T. 4to. l63l, 
to the univei*sity of Oxford, and 2. Courageous Turk. T. 4to. 
entered as a student of Christ- l632. 

church College. Here he com- 3.' Orestes. T. 4to. l633. 

pleted his studies, and, by the 4. Careless Shepherdess. T. C. 

dint of application and industry, 4to. 1656. 

became a very able scholar, ob- Towards the latter part of his 

tained the character of a good poet, life he quitted dramatic writing, 

and, being endowed with the and applied himself solely to the 

powers of oratory, was, after his business of the pulpit. Some of 

taking orders, greatly esteemed as his sermons appeared in print. He 

an excellent preacher. He had published a sermon, entitled J9e- 

the degree of bachelor of divinity liverancefrom the Grave, preached 

Conferred on him before he quit- at St. Mary's Spital, in Easter 

ted the university, and, in the week, March 28, l627j on the 

year 1623, was preferred to the title-page of a copy of which it is 

living of East Clandon, in Surrey, asserted, in a contemporary hand 

Here, notwithstanding he had in MS. that he was revolted to 

long been a professed enemy to the Popery ; and on this fact there are 

female sex, and even by some large reflections in Legerida Lig- 

esteemed a woman-hater, he un- nea, kc. 8vo. l652. 

, fortunately tied himself to a wife. Philips and Winstanley have fa- 

the widow of his predecessor, who thered a comedy on this author, 

proved as great a plague to him as called 

it was well possible for a shrew to Cupid^s ^Fhirligig, 

be 3 and became a tnie Xantippe than which' nothing could be more 

to our ecclesiastical Socrates, who, opposite to his genius. Besides, 

being naturally of a mild and pa- the true author of that piece has 

tient disposition, of which it seems so far declared himself^ as to have 

she gave him daily opportunities for aflBxed the initial letters E. S. to 

the exercise, was unable to cope his epistle dedicatory, whicn is 

with so turbulent a spirit, backed moreover interlarded with such a 

as she was by the children she had kind of ridiculous unmeaning 

had by her former husband. In a mirth, as could never have fallen 

word, it was believed by many, from Mr. Gofle, who was a man of 

that the uneasiness he met with in a grave, sedate turn, and^ whose 

, fbmestic life, froin the provoking pen never produced any thing bu^ 
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wlwt was perfectly serious, manly, 
9ml becoming his character as a 
divine. 

, Wood, moreover, has attributed 
to him, but indeed with a quxre, 
a tragedy, called 

The Bastard j 
which, however, Coxcter has given 
to Cosmo Manuche. Langbaine 
pnd Wood also erroneously ascribe 
to him 

Selimus Emperor of the Turks ; 
which was originally printed in 
1594» when GotFe was not above 
two years old ] i 

(jolding, Arthur. An au* 
thor who lived in the reisjn of 
Queen ]E)lizabet}i, and translated 
inany classical and other works, by 
which he acquired considerable 
leptttation. The dedication of hia 
Ovid to the E^rl of Leicester, is 
dated frocw Berwick. He trans- 
lated, from Theodore Beza, one 
ciramatic piece, palled 

Abraham* s Sacrifice. T. ISmp. 

157?. 

GoLDiNGHAja, William, was 
^thor of a Latin play, called 

Herodes. Trag. N. P. 

Goldsmith, Francis. This 
gentleman lived in the reign of 
King Charles L He was the son 
of Francis Goldsmith, Esq. of 
St. Giles in the Fields, and re- 
ceived the earlier parts of his 
education at Merchant Taylors 
Khool, under Dr. Nicholas Guy j 
whence he was removed, in the 
beginning of the year l62g, to 
the university of Oxford, where 
he was entered a gentleman -com- 
moner at Pembroke College, but 
soon after translated to St. John's j 
where having taken a degree in 
arts, he returned to London, and 
for several years studied the com- 
mon law in Grays Inn ', but pro- 
bably, having an independent for- 
tune, and being mor^ clqsely at- 



tached to other kinds of learnings* 
he indulged his inclination, atid^ 
favoured the world with a transla- 
tion, from Hugo Groti us, of a tra- 
gedy, or sacred drama, entitled 

Sophampaneas, Trag. 8vo. N.D. 

Mr. Goldsmith died at Ashton, 
in Northamptonshire, Sept. l6^, 
and was buried there ; leaving be- 
hind him one datughter, named 
Catherine, who was afterwards 
married to Sir Henry Dacres. 

Goldsmith, OLiTER,was bom 
at Elphin, in the county of Ros- 
common, in Ireland, November 29, 
1728. His father, the Rev. Charlea 
Goldsmith, had ibur sons, of whom 
* Oliver was the third. He was in- 
structed in the classics at the school 
of Mr. Hughes, at Edgeworths- 
town, in the county of Long- 
ford 5 whence be was removed to 
Trinity College, Dublin, where 
he was admitted a sizar on the 
nth of June 1744. At the uni- 
versity he exhibited no specimen 
of that genius which distinguished 
him in nis maturer years. On the 
27th of February 1749, O. S. (two 
years after the regular tirtie), he 
obtained the degree of bachelor of 
arts. He then turned his thoughts 
to the profession of physic; and 
after attending some courses of 
anatomy in Dublin, proceeded tQ 
Edinburgh in the year 1751, 
where he studied the several 
branches of medicine under the 
different professors in that univ^-^ 
sity. Here, however, that incan** 
tious spirit of benevolence, which 
so strongly marked his life, soon 
involved him in difficulties. Hav- 
ing imprudently engaged as secu- 
rity, in a considerable sum of 
money, for a fellow-student, who, 
from want either of means or of 
principle, failed to pay the debt, 
he sought to shun the horrors of 
imprisonment by a precipita^te 
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jBigbt; and early in the year 17^4 
lie reached Sunderland. 

In this place^ however, he had not 
been long before he was arreted, 
at the suit of Mr. Barclay, a tailor 
in Edinburgh, the person to whom 
he had imprudently become surety 
for his friend. From this diffi- 
culty he was at length released by 
the kindness of Dr. Sleigh ^nd 
Mr. Laughlin Maclaine, whose 
friendship he probably acquired at 
the College of Edinburgh. He 
then embarked for Rotterdam, 
proceeded to Ley den, where . he 
resided about a year, studying 
chemistry and anatomy, and after- 
wards visited great part of Flanders 
and Brabant, on foot, subsisting 
frequently by his voluntary per- 
formances on the German flute : 
his learning, we are told, made 
him a welcome guest to the monks, 
and his pipe to the peasants. 

After passing some time at 
Strasbourg and Louvain (where he 
pbtained the degree of bachelor in 
physic), he accompanied an Eng- 
lish gentleman to Berne and Ge- 
neva. On his arrival at the latter 
place, it is said, he was recom- 
mended as a proper person to be 
travelling tutor to a young man 
who had been unexpectedly left a 
considerable sum of money by his 
uncle, Mr. S , a pawnbroker, 
pear Holborn. This youth, who 
had been articled to an attorney, 
on receipt of his fortune, deter- 
mined to see the world ', but, on 
engaging with Goldsmith, as his 
preceptor, made a proviso that he 
should be permitted to govern 
himself: and bur traveller soon 
found that his pppil understood 
extremely well the art of directing 
in money concerns, for avarice 
was his predominant passion. 

During Ggldsmith's continuance 
in Switzerland, he assiduously 
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cultivated a poetical talent, of 
which he had given some promis-? 
ing prpofs at the college of Edin^ 
burgh ; and it was from heiice 
that he sent the first sketch (about 
200 lines) of his poem called The 
Traveller, to his brother Henry, a 
clergyman in Ireland, y^ho, with 
a beloved wife, was living in rQr> 
tirement and obscurity, on an in- 
come of forty pounds a year. 

With a youth of a dispositjop 
so opposite to his own, as it ap^ 
pears his pupil was, it will not be 
supposed that Goldsmith could 
long continue. A disagreement 
happened on their arrival in the 
South of France, where the young 
man paid him such part of his sa- 
lary as remained due, and em«« 
barked at Marseilles for England. 

Our wanderer was left once- 
more upon the wide world, and 
encountered numberless difficulr 
ties, in traversing the greater part 
of France ; whence, his curiositj 
being gratified, he bent his course 
toward England, and arrived at 
Dover in the winter of 1757-8. 
When he reached London, his 
stock of cash did not amount to 
two livres. ' He applied to several 
apothecaries, in. the hope of en- 
gaging himself as a journeyman ; 
but his awkward appearance, and 
broad Irish accent, almost every 
where met with repulse and insult : 
at length a chemist, near Fish 
Street Hill, struck with his for- 
lorn condition, and the simplicity\ 
of his manner, employed him in 
his laboratory, where he remained 
till he learned that his old friend 
Dr. Sleigh was in town. The 
worthy Doctor received Goldsmith 
into his family, and undertook to 
support him till some establish- 
ment could be procured. Gold- 
i^mith, however, unwilling to be 
a burden to bis friend^ a s|;|Qr| 
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time after eagerly embraced an zine : and for that work he wrote 
offer which was made him> to most ofthoseessays and tales which 
assist the late Dr. John Milner, a were afterwards collected and pub- 
dissenting minister of eminence, lisbed in a separate volume. He 
in instructing the young gentle- also contributed occasionally to 
men of the academy at Peckham. The Critical Review j in fact, it 

It was during the time of his was the merit which he discovered 

being usher at Dr. Milner*s that in criticising a despicable transla- 

Goidsmith commenced author j tion of Ovid*s Epistles, by a 

and the earliest performance of schoolmaster, and his Ininnry into 

his, now known, was. The Me*- the present State of polite Learning, 

fnoirs of a Protestant, condemned tliat first introduced him to the 

to the Gallies of France for hia Rt- acquaintance of Dr. Smollett,, who 

ligion. Written by himself, Trans' recommended him to some re- 

latedfrom the Original, just pub- spectable booksellers, by whom 

lished at the Hague, by James he was afterwards patronized, 

IVllltngton ', 1758, two volumes. Among these, Goldsmith's most 

12mo. for which Mr. Edward fortunate connexion was with the 

Dilly paid him twenty guineas. celebrated Mr. John Newbery, of 

At Dr. Milner*s table, sometime philanthrdpic memory, who being 

in the year 1758, he happened to a principal proprietor of The Pub- 

meet with Mr. Ralph Griffiths, the lie Ledger, engaged him at a sa- 

originator and proprietor of The lary of 100/. a year to write a 

Monthly Review, who invited him periodical paper. Our author ac- 

" to become a writer in that work, cordingly undertook a series of 

and offered him such terms as our what he called Chinese Letters, 

' author deemed worth acceptance -, which were afterwards collected 

viz. lodging,' board, and a liberal and published in two volumes, 

salary. By a written agreement, under the title of The Citizen of 

this engagement was to last for a the World \ and they exhibit strik- 

yearj but at the expiration of ing proofs of judgment, wit, and 

seven or eight months it was dis- humour. 

solved by mutual <x}nsent ; and On embarking in this ilndertak- 
€k>ldsmith took a smoky, mise- ing. Goldsmith quitted his hovel 
table apartment, in Green Arbour in Green Arbour Court, removed 
Court, near the Old Bailey, im- to a decent apartment in Wine 
mediately over Breakneck Steps, Office Court, Fleet Street, drop- 
as they are vulgarly called -, where ped the plain Mister, dubbed him- 
he completed a work that he had self Doctor, and was afterwards 
before begun, entitled, An Inquiry commonly known and addt^essed 
into the present State of polite as Dr. Goldsmith. Here he finish- 
Learning in Europe, This was ed his Ficar of Wakefield ; but at 
published by Dodsley in 17^9, the time of its completion he wa« 
and obtained its writer some repu- much embarrassed in his circum- 
tation. In October, of the same stances, and very apprehensive of 
year, he began The Bee, a weekly arrest 5 in fact, he was at last en- 
publication, of which, however, trapped by the following artifice : 
only eight numbers were printed. An ingenious limb of the law, 
- In the following year he became ycleped a bailiff, being app];ised 
known to Dr. Smollett, who was of one of Goldsmith's foibles (a 
then editor of The British Maga* vanity of being noi^iced by dist'm- 
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golshed persons), wrote a letter, 
statins; that he was steward to a 
nobleman, who was charmed with 
reading Goldsmith's last produc- 
tion, ' and had ordered him to de- 
sire the Doctor to appoint a place 
where he might have the honour 
of meeting with him, to conduct 
him to his Lordship. Poor Gold- 
smith swallowed the bait, and 
appointed the British Coffee-house,' 
to whiqh he was accompanied by 
his friend Mr. Hamilton, the 
printer of The Critical Review', 
who in vain remonstrated on the 
■ingularity of the application. On 
their entering the coffee-room, the 
hailifF paid his respects to Gold- 
smith, and desired that he might 
have the honour of immediately 
attending him: but they had 
scarcely entered Pall Mall, when 
the officer produced his writ» Mr. 
Hamilton generously paid the mo- 
ney, and rescued his critic from 
incarceration. 

It may be supposed, however, 
that Goldsmith was now out of 
cash. He sent to represent his 
case to Dr. Johnson, with whose 
acquaintance he had been some- 
time honbured ; and Johnson dis- 
posed of the MS. of his Vkar of 
Wakefield, to Mr. Newbery, for 
60/. a sum (as Groldsmith used to 
gay) which he had b^n so little 
accustomed to receive in a lump, 
that he felt himself under the em- 
^rrassment of Brazen in the play> 
whether he should build a priva- 
teer or a playhouse with the mo- 
ney *. But though the money was 
paid to him at the time, so little 
reputation had he then acquired, 
that the book was not published 
till twaor three years after, when 
The Traveller had fixed his fame. 
In the spring of the year 1/63, 
Groldsmith took lodgings at Ca- 

* Recruiting Officer, act v. scene iii. 



nonbury House, Islington, where 
he compiled, or revised and cor- 
rected, several publications, for his 
patron Mr. Newbery 3 particularly 
The Art of Poetry, 2 vols. 12mo. 
and a Life of Nash, 8vo. Here 
also he wrote his History of Eng" 
land, in a Series of Letters from a 
Nobleman to his Son, 2 vols. 12mo, 
a work which was by some attri- 
'buted to the Earl of Orrery, but 
more commonly to George Lord 
Lyttelton ; and what is rather sin- 
gular, this generally-received opi- 
nion was never contradicted, either 
directly or indirectly, by those 
noblemen or their friends. 

In the year 1764, Goldsmith 
removed his abode to the Inner 
Temple, where he took chambers 
in the upper story of the Library 
Staircase. 

He was still, however, not much 
known, except among the book- 
sellers, till the year 17^5, when 
he completed and published The 
Traveller; or, A Prospect of So^ 
ciety 5 a poem, which, as we have 
before remarked, he had begun to 
write while he was in Switzerland 3 
and of which Dr. Johnson pro* 
nounced, '* that there had not 
'^ been so fine a poem since the 
*' time of Pope." This charming 
performance procured him the 
friendship of Lord Nugent, after- 
wards Earl of Clare, Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, Mr. Burke, Mr. Top- 
ham Beauclerc, Dr. Nugent, Mr. 
Langton, &:c. &c. ; and he was 
elected one of the first members of 
'/ The Literary Club,** which was 
just then instituted by Dr. John- 
son, Sir Joshua Reynolds, and Mr. 
Burke. 

In 1765, Goldsmith published 
his pathetic ballad of The Hermit;^ 
which he dedicated to the Coun- 
tess (afterward Dutchess) of Nor- 
thumberland, and which soon be« 
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came pcrptilar with those who 
tould appreciate pde^c merit. 

Having been thus successful in 
4he several walks of a critic^ a no« 
velist^ and a moral poet^ our au- 
thor was encouraged to try his 
hand at the drama ; and^ on the 
29th of January 1768^ hts Good-- 
ncUured Man was performed for 
the first time at Covent Garden 
Theatre. It kept possession of the 
stage nine nights 5 but was not 
received ^'ith that general appro- 
bation which its intrinsic merit 
led his friends to expect. By the 
profits of his three third nights> 
however, and the s^le of tlie copy- 
right, he netted 500/. 

With this money, and the sav- 
ings made from the produce of his 
Roman History, 2 vols. 8vo. and 
other compilations (which he used 
to call ^' building of books"), he 
descended from his attic story, on 
the Library Staircase, Inner Tem- 
ple, and purchased chambers on 
the first floor of No. 2, Brick 
Court, Middle Temple, for which 
he gave 400/. These he furnished 
in rather an elegant manner, en- 
larged his library, and commenced 
quite the man of lettered ease and 
consequence. 

At the establishment of the 
Royal Academy of Painting, in 
1769> Goldsmith had, by the re- 
commendation of Sir Joshua Rey- 
nolds to His Majesty, the ho- 
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copy i tii'hich Goldsmith mention- 
ed some hours after to 6ne of his 
friends, who observed, that itwatf 
a very great sum for so short i 
performancei. " In truth (replied 
** Goldsmith) I think so toof. i( 
'* is nearly lave shillings a couplet; 
" which is much more than the 
^' honest man can afford; and, in- 
*' deed^ moi^ than any modern 
*' poetry is Worth. I have not 
" been easy since I received it 5 I 
*^ will, therefore, go back and 
" return him his note 5" which he 
actually did, and left it to the book- 
seller to pay him according to thd 
profits produced by the sale of the 
poem, which proved to be Very 
considerable, and at least equal to 
the first douceur. 

In 1771 appeared his History of 
England, from the earliest Times ' 
to the Death of George IL 4 vols. 
Svo. For this, Mr. Thomas Da- 
vies, the bookseller, gave hrin 
500/. He also wrote this year a 
^if^ of Parnell, which was pre- 
fixed to a new edition of his poems^ 
On the 15th of March 17?3^ 
his comedy of She Stoops to Con- 
quer, or. The Mistakes of a Night, 
was performed for the first time 
at Covent Garden Theatre. Not- 
withstanding this drama is id 
some parts rather too farcical, and 
very improbable, it had a surpris-* 
ing run, and produced to Goldsmith 
a clear profit of 800/. In return 



norary professorship of history for Mr. Quick's exertions in the 
conferred upon him 5. and in the part of Tony Lumpkin, Goldsmith 



spring of 177O his beautiful poem. 
The Deserted Village, was first 
published. A well-authenticated 
and characteristic anecdote of our 
author has been related, respecting 
this poem. Previous to its publi- 
cation, the bookseller (the late 
Mr. Griffin, of Catharine Street, 



is said to have reduced Sedley*» 
comedy of The Grumbler to a 
farce of one? act j and it was per- 
formed for the benefit of that co- 
median on the 8th of May. The 
principal character of this petite 
piece (the Grumbler) was acted 
by Mr. Quick, and furnished great 



Strand) had given him a note for entertainment, especially in a scene 
hundred guineas, for the with a dancing- master, who iosisifi^ 



one 
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upon teaching the touchy old man 
to dance an Allemande^ against his 
inclination. The piece, upon the 
whole, was well received ; but it 
wants incident, and, excepting the 
parts represented by Mr. Quick 
and Mr. Saunders, was but indif- 
ferently supported in the per- 
formance. 

One of the last of his publica- 
tions, of any consequence, was. 
An History rf the Earth and Ani* 
maied Nature, in 8 vols. 8vo. 
which was printed in 177^> and 
for which he received 850/. He 
had at this time ready for the press 
The Grecian History, from the 
earliest State to the Death of Alex- 
ander the G^eat; which was after- 
wards printed in 2 vols. 8vo. He. 
had also written at intervals, about 
this time, his Haunch of Venison^ 
Retaliation, and some other little 
sportive sallies, which were not 
printed till after his death j Reta^^ 
liation, indeed, was left unfinish- 
ed. But^ though his receipts had 
for a long time been very consi- 
derable^ yet by his liberal and 
indiscreet ben^actions to poor 
authors, as Purdoh, Pilkington, 
Hi6krnan, Lloyd, &c. and poor 
Irishmen, in fact, needy adven- 
turers from ail countries, together 
with an unhappy attachment to 
gaming, with the arts of which he 
was little acquainted, and an ha- 
bitual carelessness as to money- 
matters, he became much em- 
barrassed in his circumstances, 
and, in consequence^ uneasy, fret- 
ful, and peevish. 

To this mental inquietude was 
superadded a violent strangury, 
with which he had been some 
years afflicted i and this at length 
brought on a sort of occasional 
despondency, in which he used to 
express his gteat indifilerence about 
life. A nervous fever added to 



this despondency, which induced 
him, agains t le advice of his pby* 
sicians, to take so large a portkni 
of James*s powder, that it wa« 
supposed to have contribute t© 
his dissolution, which happened 
on the 4lh of April 1/74, after aa 
illness of ten days. 

It was at first intended by his 
friends to bur}' him in Westmin- 
ster Abbey ; and his pall was to 
have been supported by the late 
Marquis of Laasdowi^e, Lord 
Louth, Sir Joshua Reynolds, the 
Hon. Topham Beauclerc, Mr, 
Burke, and Mr. Garrickf but a 
slight inspection of his affairs 
showed the impropriety of incur- 
ring so great an expense, as mu^ 
have been consequent on such a 
funeral. He was therefore pri- 
vately interred in the Temple bu- 
rial-ground, attended by Mr.Hugh 
Kelly, Mr. Hawes, the Rev. Jo- 
seph Palmer, and a few coffee- 
house acquaintances. 

A marble monument, however* 
executed by Nollekens, and paid 
for by a subscription among Gold- 
smith's friends, has been placed in 
Westminster Abbey, between 
those of the Duke of Argyle aiid 
of Gay, in the Poets* Corner. It 
is a large medallion, with a good 
resemblance of the poet in profile, 
appropriately embellished ; and 
underneath is a table of white 
marble, bearing the following in- 
scription, written by Dr. Johnson : 

Olivarii Goldsmith, 

Poeta, Physici» Historici, 
Oui nullum fere scribendt genat 

Non tetigit ; 

KuUum quod tettgit non ornaYk t 

Sive Risus essent movendi 

Sive Lacrymae, 

Affectuum potens at lenis Dominatori 

Ingenio sublimis, — vividus, versatilis> 

Oratione grandis, nitidus, venostus ; 

Hoc Monumento Mcmoriam coiait 

Sod^lium AODor^ 
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Amicorum Fides, 

Lectorum Veneratio. 

Natus in HiberniiFqi neiaeLongfordiensiSj, 

In Loco cui Nomen Pallas, 

Nov. XXix. MDCCXXXI *. 

Eblanae Uteris ihstitutus, 

Obiit Londini, 

iVpril iv. MDCCLXxiv. 

Which may he Englished thus : 

By the. Love of his Associates, 

The Fidelity of his Friends, 

And the Veneration of bis Readers, 

This Monument is raised 

To the Memory of 

Oliver Goldsmith, 

A Poet, a Natural Philosopher, and 

an Historian, 

Who left no species of writing.untouched 

by his pen ; 

nor 

Touched any that he did not cmbeUish : 

Whether smiles or tears were to be 

excited, 

He was a powet ful yet gentle master 

Over the aHectlons ; 

Of a genius at once sublime, lively, and 

. Equal to every subject : 

In expression at once lofty^ 

Elegant, and graceful. 

He was born in the kingdom of Ireland, 

At a place called Patlas, in the parish 

of Forney, 

And County of Longford, 

29th Nov. 1 73 1. 

Educated at Dublin, 

And died in London, 

4th April 1774. 

It now only remans, for us to 
recapitulatetb^ few dramatic pieces 
of which he was th^ author, viz. 

1. The Good-naiured Man, C 
Svo. 1768. 

2. She Stoops to Conquer-, or. 
The MUtakes of a Night, C, Svo; 

1773. 

3. The Grumbler, F. 177«.'N.P. 
Dr. Goldsmith's poetical wprks 

were collected by Mr. Evans, 
bookseller, in t^ie Strand, and 
printed in 2 vols. 8vo. 178O. 

♦ This was a mistake. From inforni* 
ation communicated by his family, it is 
ascertained to have been- in the year 
1728. The place of his birth also has 
been mis-stated in this inscription. Our 
account is correct* 



Goldsmith, Mary. Of this 
lady, we only know that the fol- 
lowing dramas are ascribed to her 
pen i 

1, She Lives! Com. 1803. N.P. 

2. Angelina, CO. 1804. N.P. 

GoM£RSAL,RoBERT« This gen- 
tleman^ who was a divine, flou- 
rished in the reign of Charles I* 
and was born at London in 16OO, 
from whence, at fourteen years of 
age, he was sent by his father to 
Christ Church College, in Oxford, 
where, soon after his being enter- 
ed, he was elected a student on the 
royal foundation. At about seven 
years standing, he here took his 
degrees of bachelor and master of 
arts ; and before he left the univer- 
sity, which was in I627, he had 
the degree of bachelor of divinity- 
conferred on him. He was some- 
lime vicar of Thorncombe, in 
Devonshire, by which addition he 
signed sdme verses, prefixed to 
Fuller's Holy War, and died in 
1646. It has been stated, that he 
was preferred to the living of 
Flower, in Northamptonshire; and 
this conjecture was probably occa- 
sioned by his having written two- 
poems (to be seen in his works) 
from that village, in l625. Gomer* 
sal, however, could not then have- 
been rector of Flower 5 for Dr> 
Leonard Hutton was rector from 
1601 to l632> when he was suc- 
ceeded by Dr.. Gardiner. Gomer- 
sal was accounted a good preacher, 
and printed some sermons which 
were well esteemed. As a^devotee 
to the Muses, he published seve- 
ral poelDS^ particularly one, called 
The Levite's Revenge, being me- 
ditations, in verse, on the 19th 
and 20th chapters of Judges ; and 
one play, which, whether it was 
ever performed or not cannot be 
ascertained. Its title is 

Lodovick Sforza, Duke q/* Mil^ 
Ian. Trag. 12mo. 1632. 
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GooDALL^ Thomas^ was bom ral knowledge increased with hia 

at Bristol, in the year 17^7 » and growth, he resolved to prefer sQch 

received a classical education under ships as should be bound to coun- 

the Rev, Mr. Thomas, being de- tries which he had not seen, or 

signed by his father for the pro- that had not been accurately de- 

fession of the law. In his 13tb scribed. He accordingly soon 

year, however, he was, on some found a vessel bound to Turkey, 

account, ordered to remain, du- He afterwards traversed various 

ring a vacation, at school -, and parts of Asia Minor,'which a das- 

whether it was the effect of a sical education had taught him to 

sudden fit of caprice, or the result respect, and encourag^ him to 

of previous deliberation, it is not visit ; and, on his return, entered 

in our power to say ; but certain on board another ship, bound to 

it b, that he took his departure, China. 

unknown to any person, and went It was, we believe, about the 

to sea in a letter of marque, bound year 1787 that he saw, at the Bath 

to the West Indies. Theatre, Miss Stanton, a young 

In this ship, anjd> ^ it were, in actress of great merit, and in 

his very infancy, his career of ad- whose favour he soon felt an in- 

venture commenced; for on the terest which by degrees ripened 

passage she engaged and beat off a into an ardent passion. Thediffi- 

large French corvette, and was calty, however, of gaining an in- 

afterwards wrecked off the island troduction to the lady was not, in 

of St Kitt*s, in the memorable his mind, easily to be overcome, 
hurricane of 1 780. -But love, as the saying is, will 

At this early period, and in a find or make a \^y; and a thought 
distant country, he found, in the occurred to him, that by entering 
person of Mr. Claxton (now, we the ranks as a dramatic writer, he 
believe, resident at Bristol), a might introduce himself. Accords- 
friend who had long known his ingly, afler dedicating about a 
father, and who kindly took charge month to his new profession, he 
of the youth, till an uncle at' had completed a comedy, in two 
Montserrat, Mr. Symons, sent for acts, which he called The Counter* 
him. plot. With this he waited on the 

It was now that he resolved to lady, requesting her to favour him 
embark in more honourable and with her opinion of its merits ; 
active service, by entering His and making her an offer of it (in 
Majesty's navy, as midshipman in case it was honoured with.herap* 
the Triton frigate ; in which ship probation) for her ne^t benent. 
he remained in the, West indies In about twelve months Miss Stan- 
daring the active command of ton bestowed her hand in mar- 
Admiral Rodney, and served on riage, and became Mrs. Goodall. 
board her in the glorious engage- Not long after this, the Spanish 
ment with Count de Grasse, on armament taking place, in con* 
the 12th of April 1782. sequence of the dispute about 

After the termination of the war, Nootka Sound, Mr. Goodall serv* 

young Goodall, like many others ed on board the Nemesis, Captain 

wanting interest, was obliged to (afterwardsSir Alexander) Ball, as 

return to the merchant-service, acting lieutenant. That business, 

^, however, his desire of gene- however, having been aipicahlj 

vol.. » V 
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ihrrariged between. th6 two govern- ployeid at the gates. His friend, 

iiients. Captain Ball was, oy the however, did not desert him 5 but, 

fcterest of Lord Hood, appointed detertnined that he should risk no 

to the Queen Charlotte yacht, more such hait-breadth escapes, 

recently commanded by Sir Hyde he soon after put him on board i 

Parker. A life of inactivity, like Dutchman, that bad been carry- 

this, being very unsuitable to the Ang ship-timber to L'Orient, by 

ardent spirit of our hero, he ob- which means Capt.Goodall reached 

tained the command of a merchant- his native land, 

ship, in the West India trade 5 ^ The information which he was en- 

but while on his voyage out, the abled to afford our government be- 

war with France commenced; and ing considered as very serviceable, 

on his passage home, ignorant of he was almost immediately ap- 

this circumstance, he was cap- pointed to the Diadem, Captain 

tured by a large French privateer, Sutherland, and was to proceed in 

and carried into L'Orient. her to Gibraltar, there to join His 

By a peculiar kind of sympathy. Majesty's ship Victory, bearing 

which cannot well be accounted the flag of Lord Hood, comman- . 

for, he was fortunate enough to der in chief on the Mediterranean 

obtain the confidence of his captor, station. We find Captain Goodall, 

who, by the by, was a royalist, however, not long after this, in 

and who resolved that he slrould the command ofa letter of marque, 

neither be the victiiti of Hobe- in which he continued till the 

spierre, nor endure the severities peace of 1802 5 during which tim^ 
of a gaol." During the few days* he is generally saidto have made 

that he remained at L'Orient, niore voyages; fought more ac- 

Captairi Goodall learned that two tions, and captured more prizes, 

English oflicers, who had been than ever before were effected, in 

taken on their passage from Gib- the same time, by any private 

raltar, had been closely confined ship. 

in a prison within the arsenal. When the war recommenced. 
With true brotherly affection, and Captain Goodall fitted out, in a 
a patriotic energy, which was only few days, a small privateer, of ten 
increased by the danger of the guns and forty men, called the 
undertaking, he, at once, deter- Catharine and Mary, in which he 
mined to visit these gentlemen, took some valuable prizes. On 
though evidently at the risk of his the 25th of July 1803, he fell in 
life. After much contrivance, and with La Caroline, French priva- 
with "great difficulty, he accom- teer, of double his force, and en- 
plished his benevolent purpose; gaged with her in two several, 
he entered their dungeon, and, actions. In the first, which lastied 
after some interesting convcFsation, twenty-five minutes, he beat off 
left them, charged with letters to the French vessel, and recaptured 
their families and friends. At this twb West Indiamen, her prizes j 
very moment, the arsenal was but on the action being renewed, 
, discovered to be on fire, and it to cover the prizes. Captain Good- 
was with infinite hazard that he all, to his great mortification, vras 
got out; ibr the artillery was compelled to strike his Hag for 
playing on the store-houses, and want of shot: on which the French 
Jhe wholp of the troops were em- captain took possession of his yes^ 
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sel, and also of the two prizes. 
Our hero and his brave crew were 
extremely well treated on board 
the French privateer, from which 
they were landed at L*Orient, on 
the 5th of August. 

After being removed from pri- 
son to prison, and severely dealt 
with in alU Captain Qoodall ajjain 
contrived to escape, and, after ex- 
periencing innunaerable hardships, 
again reached his native land, on 
the 30th of October. 

When Capt. Goodall arrived in 
London, an application was made 
to the Patriotic Fund at Lloyd's, 
for some relief to the families of 
those who were killed or wounded 
in the actions with La Caroline, to 
recapture the two West Indiamen 
her prizes 3 but the application 
failed; as it was decided, that 
their case did not come under the 
description of suffering in defence 
of the country. The Government, 
however, at that time, thought 
more liberally of Captain Goodall's 

Srofessional exertions ; and His 
f ajesty was'pleased to issue a war- 
rant under his royal sign manual, 
granting him 24,000/. being two 
thirds of (he proceeds of a Dutch 
East Indiaman which he had cap- 
tured. The knowledge of this gra- 
cious mark of his Sovereign's appro- 
bation was communicated to him 
by a letter from Mr. Sargeant, then 
one of the secretaries of the Trea- 
sury ; in which it was stated, that 
the Lords Commissioners of the 
Treasury were satisfied with his 
highly -meritorious conduct, in his 
general services. 

When the Spanish war broke 
out. Captain Goodall again put to 
sea, and inade prize of one of the 
Vera Cruz ships, with dollars j 
but having just bad sight of an 
enemy's sqiiadfon, he proved -his 
preference of his country's go&d 



to his own interest, by breaking 
up the cruise, and proceeding to 
Madeira 3 there to give an account 
of the course that the enemy wag 
steering, for the information of His 
Majesty's ships> and of the trade 
touching there. ^ 

About the year 1805, we re- 
member seeing Captain Groodall 
transacting business, as a broker, 
at Lloyd's 5 but we^ believe he did 
not long continue that pursuit 
The sea was his proper sphere o€ 
action 5 and His Majesty's order 
in counqil permitting a trade to St. 
Domingo under certain regula- 
tions, he proceeded thither, in the 
Young Roscius 5 and in a short 
time a strong attachment and 
friendship was cemented between 
him and the President Christophe^ 
who purchased Captain Goodall's 
ship, and at the same time ap- 
pointed him commandant of the 
Haytian fleet. 

As a dramatist our gallant coun- 
tryman has only made one appear* 
ance, and that, we believe, not 
in print, viz. 

The Counterplot. Com. [About 
17870 

Goodall, Wilxiam. From 
the account this writer gives of 
himself, in a preface to his miscel- 
lanies, we find that he was an ap- 
prentice to a clothier at Worcester, 
with whom he lived until the time 
of his service expired ; at the end 
of which he came to London, and 
was recommended, by Mr. Sandys, 
to the service of the Hon. James 
Douglas, where he remained when 
he published his only dramatic ' 
piece, entitled 

The False Guardians outwitted. 
B. O. 8vQ. 1740. 

GOODENOUGH, RiCHAHD JoS- 

CELINE. A gentleman, said to 
have possessed very amiable mauf 
ners, but probably little prudence, 
u 2 
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After dissipating his fortune^ he Goring, Charles. Of this 

pat an end to his existence, by a gentleman we meet with nothing 

pistol, at his house in Queen Ann more than the bare mention of his 

Street, 22d December 1731, hav- name, and a record of his having 

ing produced one piece, entitled been author of one dramatic piece, 

William and Nanny. M. £. which was acted at Drury Lane 

8vo. 178O. Theatre, entitled 

It was first called Irene j or. The Fair Greek, T. 

Thfi Cottagers, And printed in 4to. 1 7O8. 

8yp. i70Q. Coxeter, however, in his MS, 

« GoQDHALL^ James. Of this notes^ tells us, that there was a 

•uthor we know no more than that Charles Goring, Esq. of Magda- 

he was of Lydlington, in the len College, Oxford, who took his 

county of Kutland, and wrote two degree there as master of arts, 

plays, entitled, April 27, 1 687 5 and annexes a 

1. Florazene ', or. The Fatal quaere, with a reference to our 
Conquest. T. 8vo. N.D. [1754.] author 5 the date of whose play, 

2. King Richard II, T. altered though twenty years later than that 
and imitated from Shakspeare. of the^ conferring this degree, is 
8vo. 1 772. far from totally disagreeing with 

Goodwin, T. an aujlhor, who the probability of^their being both 

has published one drama, called the same person. 

The Loyal Shepherd i or. The Gosson, Stephen, a Kentish 

Jlustic Heroine* Dr. Piece. Svo. man by birth, who was admitted 

1779- scholar of Christ Church College, 

Gordon, Alexander. This Oxford, April 4, 1572, at the age 

gentleman is ^ known only as the of eighteen, being born in 1554. 

author of one play, called He left the university without com- 

Lupone; or. The Inquisitor. C. pleting his degrees, and came to 

8vo. 1731. London, where he commenced 

Gordon, Mr. is the name of a poet, and wrote, as he acknow- 
iranslator of Terence, whose work ledges, the plays hereafter men- 
was published in 12mo. 1752. tioned. He then retired into the 
Who or what he was we are un- country to instruct a gentleman's 
able to discover 3 but it seems tp sons, and continued there until he 
have been the intention of the showed his dislike to plays in such 
publisher that the reader should a churlish and offensive manner, 
mistake his author jfor Thomas ^ that his patron growing weary of 
Gordon, Esq. the celebrated po- his company^ he left his service 
litical writer. The present per- and took orders. He was at first 
formance is very unworthy so parson of Great Wigborow, in 
respectable a name. As a speci- Essex j and, in IbOO, was pre- 
xnen of the translator's abilities sented to the rectory of St. Bo- 
for the undertaking, tJbie fpllowing tolph, Bishopsgate, where he died, 
passage may be produced (see 13th Feb. l623, aged 6g, The 
Self-Tormentor, A. II. S. 1.), names of his dramatic.piec^s are 
where the words ignaram artis as follow : 
ffieretricice are rendered, " quite a 1« Catiline's Conspiracies, 
^^ stranger to the trade of these 2. The Comedie of Captain 
V Bitches.*' Mario. 
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3. Praise at Parting, Morality. 
None of them were ever printed. 

He is also author of The Schoole 
of Abuse} an invective against 
poets, players, &c. 12mo. 1579 5 
8vo. 1585. 

GouGH, J. Gent, or J. G. Who 
this Mr. Gough was we know 
not ; only by the dale of the un- 
dermentioned piece it is evident 
he must have lived in the reign of 
Cliarles I. However, this name, 
or the initials annexed, stand in- 
discriminately in the title-page to 
different copies of the only edition 
of a dramatic piece, entitled 

The Strange Discovery* T. C. 
4to. 1640. 

Gould, Robert. This au- 
thor was originally a domestic of 
the £arl of Dorset and Middlesex, 
but afterwards, having had some 
education, and being possessed of 
abilities, set up a school in the 
country. He wrote one dramatic 
piece, called 

1. The Rival Sisters. T. 4 to. 
1696. 

and seems to be the same Mr. 
Gould in whose name a posthumous 
play was published, entitled, 

2. Innocence distressed ; or. The 
Royal Penitents. 8vo. 1737- 

GovBLL, R. was author of 

ji Masqiie. Destroyed in MS. 
by Mr. Warburton's servant. 

Graham, Gborgb. This gen- 
tleman was educated at Eton 3 and 
from thence, id 1746, was sent to 
King's College, Cambridge. He 
afterwards became one of the ipas- 
ters of the school already named, 
and died February 1767. He 
wrote one play, called 

Telemacnus. M. 4to. and 8vo. 
1763. 

Part of it was set to ihusic by P. 
Hayes, 1765, and printed in 4/Lo. 
He was likewise authot of a tra- 
gedy, which waa refused by Mr. 



Garrick, and has not hitherto ip* 
peared in print. 

Gkahamb, Jambs. Of thi^ 
gentleman we have no other know- 
ledge, tlian that he is author^ of 
two volumes of poems, thd second 
of which contains 

Mary Stuart. Dr. Poem. 8vo. 
I8O7. 

Grant, James M. (of Lin- 
coln's Inn), is author of 

Custom's Fallacy. Dr. Sketch. 
8vo. 1805. 

Granville, Georgs!, LoAd 
Lansim^wn, was second son of 
Bernard Granville, and grandson 
of the famous Sir Bevil Granville, . 
who was killed at the battle of 
Lansdown, in 1643. He was 
born in 1667, became a member of 
Trinity College, Cambridge, at a 
very early period of life ; took his 
degree of M. A. at the age of 
thirteen years, and was with dif- 
ficulty prevented from taking up 
arms, both at the time of Mon- 
mouth's rebellibn, and at the Re- 
volution, in defence of King James 
the Second. Having no public 
employment, being totally uncon- 
nected with the court, and pos- 
sessed of but a contracted fortune, 
he devoted his attention, during 
the reign of King William, to lite- 
rary pursuits and amusements ; the 
(fruits of which appeared in his 
plays and poems, chiefly writtea 
within that period. At the ac- 
cession of Queen Anne, he was 
chosen into Parliament, and sat in 
the House of Commons until he 
was created a peer. On the change 
of the ministry, in the year 1710, 
he was appointed secretary at war, 
and afterwards successively comp- 
troller and treasurer of the house- 
hold. His connexions with the 
Tory ministers prevented his being 
employed in the succeeding reigns 
of George I. and II. > in tile former. 
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ofwhich he fbll under the sdspicioa the highest credit. He \^s first 
of plotting againdt the govern- distinguished in the literary world 
ment, and was committed to the as the author of The Spkitual 
Tower, where he was confined Qupxote, in 3 vols, to whkh he 
seventeen months. The latter successively ^dded a great number 
part of his life Was spent in the of ingenious and interesting pub- 
cultivation of lettet^^ in an ho- lications, in verse attd prose, in a 
nol^rable retirement, universally clear, familiar, and lively style, par- 
beloved and respected by all orders -taking of the graces of Addison and 
of 'men. He died* January 30, Groldsmith. His ^erTWon^ are writ- 
1735, in the 68th year of his age. ten in the same unaffected man- 
Mr. Walpole observes, that '^ he ner, and find an easy access to the 
*' imitated Waller j but as that heart. They are the only works 
*' poet has been much excelled to which he affixed his name ; but 
'* since, a faint copy of a faint there is no volume in the long 
'* master must strike less." catalogue of his writings, 'which 
'His- dramatic pieces are, does not bear the marks of his 

1. The She Gallants, C. 4to. genius, philanthropy, and virtue. 
I69S. He held the rectory of Claverton 

2. Heroic Love. T. 4to. 1698. fifty-five years ; during which pe- 

3. The Jew of Venice, C. 4to. riod he was never absent from his 
1701. parish for the space of a month at 

4. Peleus and Thetis, M. 4to. any one time 5^ and he died there, 
1701. • Nov. 23, 1804^ in the- 90th year 

5. The British' Enchanters j or, of his age, after a very short ill* 
No Magic like Love, D. P. 4to. ness. 

1 706. Mr. Graves possessed from na- 

He afterwards new-wrote TAf ture an extraordinary vjvacity of 

She Gallants, and named it, constitution, to which the active 

6. Once a Lover, and always a employments of -his choice and 
Lwer. C. l2mo. 1736. station gave sl full scope, and 

Graves, Richard. This vene^ which a rigid temperance main- 
Table divine, and versatile au- tained unimpaired to the end of a 
Ihor, was the second son of Rich- long life. At College he was the 
ard Graves, Esq. and was bom at . intimate associate of Shenstone, 
Mickleton, in the county of Gloo- Jago, Sb: W. Bluckstbne, and 
cestef. May 4> 171^* He was. whomsoever else of distinguished 
educated at Abingdon school, character the university of Oxford 
Berks ; elected from thence, Nov. then contained. 
1, 1732, a scholar of Pembroke He had many of the eccentnc 
College, Oxford ; chosen fellow of habits of genius 5 but *' the love 
All Souls College, 1736, and M. A. " of order" was the prevailing 
1739. He was designed for the principle of his mind. Thefami- 
practice of medicine, but after- liar intercourse, of his domestic 
wards turned his thoughts to the hours exhibited^ an unvarying te- 
church, in the doctrines of which nour of affection, cheerfulness, and 
he was uncommonly skilled. He piety. He M^as in his heart, as in 
established a school at Claverton, his profession, attached, to the 
Somersetshire, near Bath, and trudisofRevelationf anditwasfiis 
continued it for many yean with decJahtUoato anlntiniat* fc}mA, 
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that after all the researches of 
Teading or speculative inquiry, he 
thought '' no man (to use his 
" own words) could help being a 
/'Christian.'* 

Mr. Graves published, besides 
The Spiritual Quixote, Columella; 
or. The Distressed Anchoret: Eur 
phrosyne, a collection of poems, 
in 2 vols, in the second volume of 
which is, 

1. Echo and Narcissus. Dram. 
Past. 8vo. 17SO5 which he after- 
wards introduced into 

2. The Coalition, C. 12mo. 
1794. 

Ghay, Thomas. Tliis excel- 
lent writer was the son of Philip 
Gray, who followed the business of 
a scrivener in the city of Xrondon, 
His mother*s name was Antrobus, 
and he was born in Cornhill, Dec. 
26, 1716. He received his edu- 
cation at Eton school, under the 
care of his uncle Antrobus, then 
one of the assistant masters. At 
this seihinary he became acquaint- 
ed wijth Mr. Horace Walpole and 
Mr. West. From Eton he re- 
moved to St. Peter's College, Cam- 
bridge, where he was admitted a 
pensioner, in the year 1/34. He 
remained at the university until 
the latter end of the year 1738, 
when he took chambers in the 
Templci with^a design to apply 
himself to the study of the law 5 
but on an invitation given him by 
Mr. Walpole, to be his companion 
in hiis travel s> he gave up this in- 
tention, and never after resumed it. 

They began their travel^ on the 
29th of April 1739, and proceed- 
ed through France and Italy until 
July 1741 5 when a slight disagree- 
mjBnt arising/ between them, Mr. 
i&ray returned to England alone, 
about the 1st of September ; and 
two months after his father died, 
leaving him in circumstances ra- 
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ther contracted. He now aban- 
doned the study of the law, and, 
being left to follow his own in* 
clination, determined to take vl^ 
his residence at Cambridge, to 
which place he went soon af^er^ 
and took his degree of b^chelorv 
in civil law, but without any .de- 
sign of devoting himself to a 
profession. 

He continued from this time at 
Cambridge, with the usual uni- 
formity of a college life j few inci- 
dents distinguishing it from that of 
other gentlemen who relinquish 
all public scenes for the tranquil- 
lity of academical retirement. In 
1757, he had the offer of being^; 
appointed poet laureat, but de- 
clined it 5 nor had any honours or 
emoluments bestowed on higni till 
the year 1768^ when, without hia. 
own solicitation, or that of his- 
friends, he was ajppointed regiu* 
professor of modern history, at 
Cambridge. He lived .there three 
years after this promotion, and' 
died on the 31st of July 1772. 

His excellence as a poet will be 
confessed by all who are entitled to 
judge of it, except now and then^ 
by a jealous critic educatied at Ox- 
ford, and assiduous in depreciating • 
the merit of every author who 
flourished at a rival university,. 
We do not, however, pretend, 
that Mr. Gray's performances are 
wholly exempt from defects 5 for 
In his Odes he sometimes ap» 
pears to have been more attentive 
to the glitter of words, than the 
distinctness of ideas. And yet, if 
these truly original pieces. main- 
tain their reputation till the cri- 
Itics who censure them can impair 
it by prodtiging better, they may 
at least be satisfied with their pre- 
sent security. The most unfavour* 
able remarks that truth can sug-> 
gest cqnceming our aullior as a 
V4 
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maiij are; that there was a reserve " by which (he asserts) thatama* 

in his behaviour too nearly resem- *' zing work is brought loaiewhat 

bling fastidiousness } and that be ^' nearer the summit of perfiec- 

was apt to indulge himself in suqb " tion.'* He died April 28^ 1762> 

modisn^niceties of dress, as did not having published two plays^ which 

always correspond with the so- were never acted, entitled, 

briety of an academic gown. 1. Oliver Cromwell. Hist. Play. 

He began a tragedy, of which 8vo. 1752. 

he lived to finish only one scene, 2. The Nice Lady. C. 8vo. 1762. 

and part of a second. It is entitled Gkbbn, Robert. This author 

Agrippina. lived in the reign of Queen Eliza* 

Printed in Mr. Mason's Life of beth, and had a liberal education, 

him, 4to. 177^. He was first of St. John's College, 

GREATHBisDi Bbrtie, is^ the Cambridge, where he took the 

son of Samuel Greatheed, Esq. of degree of B. A. 157S; he af^er- 

Guy*s Cliff, near Warwick, by a wards removed to Clare Hall, and* 

sister of the Duke of Ancaster. in 1583, became M. A. i it is said. 

This gen^enjian, when in Italy, in he was likewise incorporated at 

1785, contributed to a collection' Oxford. He was a man of great 

of pieces in prose and verse (in humour and drollery, and by no 

conjunction with Mr. Merry and means deficient* in point of wit, 

Mrs. Piozzi), called The Florence had he not too often prostituted ^ 

Miscellany ', and has been termed, that happy, but dangerous, talent ^ 

by the author of The Baviad and tb the base purposes of vice and 

McBviad, the Reuben of the Delia obscenity. In short, both in theory 

Crascn schpol. Mr. Greatheed is and practice, he seems to have 

also the author of one play, called been a most perfect libertine ; for. 

The Regent. T. 8vo. 1 788 ) although he appears to have been 

which he dedicated to Mrs. Sid* blessed with a beautiful, virtuous, 

dons, who, indeed, greatly ex^ and very deserving lady to his 

erted herself in its support. wife, yet we find that he basely 

Green, Alexander. This gen* abandoned her, and a child whi^ 

tleman is mentioned , by 9II the she had borne him, to penury and 

writers, but with no further ac- distress, lavifihine his fortune and 

count of him, than that he lived in substance on harlots and common 

the reign of Charles II. and soon prostitutes. Unable, however, to 

afler the Restoration presented the maintain the expenses which the 

world with one dramatic piece, en- unlimited extravagance of those 

titled wretches necessarily drewhim into. 

The Politician Cheated. C. 4 to. he was obliged to have recourse to 

1663 ; his pen for a maintenance; and 

but whether it was ever acted does indeed we think he is the first Eng- 

not appear. lish poet that we have on record as 

Grebn, George Smith, was a writing for bread. As he had a 

watchmaker at Oxford, and a man great rand of that lic^itious kind 

celebrated for his eccentricity. He of wit, which would most stronriy 

was the author of a poem, called recommend his works among tne 

The Parson's Parlour, 8vo. 1756 } rakes of that age, his writings sold 

and a specimen of a new version well, and afforded him a consi* 

of Paradise Lost iuto blank verse, derable income ; till at length. 
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after a coarse of years spent in drinkihgRhemsh ivine with them ^ 
dissipation, riot> and debauchery, a death which seems, in even po- 
whereby his faculties, his fortune, etical justice, to be the proper 
and constitution, had been destroy- conclusion of a life spent as his 
ed, we find him &\16n into a state had been. At this feast, his friend 
of the most wretched penury, dis- Thomas Nash, hereafter mention- 
ease^ and self-condemnation. Nor ed, was likewise present. Hfs 
can there be a stronger picture of works of different kinds are very 
th» miserable condition of a being numerous ^ but as to his dramatic 
thus pinched to repentance by the ones, there are many difficulties 
griping hand of distress, than a that stand in the way of coming, 
letter which, in the decline of life, with any degree of certainty, at a 
he wrote to his much-wronged knowledge of them. ThefoUow- 
wife, and which, though too long ' ing are undoubtedly by him : 
to be here inserted, maj be seen 1. The History of Friar Bacon 
in Theoph. Gibber's Lwes of the and Friar Bongay. 4to. 15g4, 
Poets, vol. i. p. 89 5 by which it 2. The History of Orkindb Fu" 
appears, that he found himself de- noso, one of the twelve Pieres of 
serted even by the very companions France, 4to. 1594. 
of his riots, destitute of the com- 3. The Comical History of AU 
mon necessaries of life, and, in p^Lonsus King ofArragon. 4to. 
consequence of a course of re- 1599. (01dys*s MS. notes on 
peated falsehoods, perjuries, and Langbaine.) 
profaneness, become an object 4. The Scot tishe Story of James 
of general contempt and detesta- the Fourthe slaine at Floddon, inters 
tion. mixed with a pleasant Comedie, 
His letter is truly a penitential, presented by Oberon King of the 
and, it is to be hoped,, a sincere Fairies, 4to. 1599. Entered in 
one * J yet, from the titles of Stationers' Hall 1594. 
tome of his later works, such as 5. The History of Jobe, N. P. 
Green's Never too late, in two This had been in the possession of 
parts J Green's Farewell to Fblly ; Mr. Warburton. 
Greek's Groatsworth of Wit, &c. He also joined with Dr. Lodge, 
ke seems to have chosen to assume in his comedy, entitled 
the habit of a penitent, as if he A Looking-glass for London and 
were desirous of bringing himself England, 

back into the good opinion of the But Winstanley, besides these, 

world, by an acknowledgment of has attributed one entire play to 
those faults which had been too him, called 
openly committed for him to deny. Fair Emm. C. 4to. 1631. 
and by the appearance of an in- which, however, is printed anony* 
tended reformation. Wood, in mously ; and asserts, that he was 
his Fasti, vol. i. p. 137, tells us, concerned with I>r. Lodge in the 
that our author died in 1 592, of a composition of four other dramatic 
surfeit gotten by eating too great a pieces, called 
quantity of pickled herrings, and Lady Alimony, C. 

„, , . ^ Laws of Nature, C. 

th* rf«rTca°wTb/NX'fn'h" Ifl^^dHy andProdigaUty. C. 
Apelogii of Pierce Pfnifessr, 1593) a for- mminatm. M, 
lerj. But for our opinion in regard to 
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ihtae, ne further m the account 
of Dr. Lo4ge« 

Axitony Wood says> that Green 
was also author of another piece^ 



torn in Ireland^ his fatfa^er bein^ 
prebendary of Feras ; who dying 
when oqr author was but twelve 
years old^ his mother, a native of 



which he (Wood) had seen, called XAncashire, removed to Liverpool, 

PlanetoTnackia, C. 4tow 1585. where she placed her son in a 

Wood also tells us, that Mr. school, which was superintended 

.Green having reflected on Gabriel by an excellent mathematician. 



Harvey in several of his writings, 
Harvey, not being able to bear 
bis abuses, did iuhum^nly trample 
upon him when he lay full low in 



named Holden. He aflerwards. 
passed two years in Edinburgh,, 
where he made the mathematics 
and physical sciences his great ob-^ 



his grave, even as Achilles insulted jects of attainments On bis re-^^ 



the dead body of Hfector. 

The following ^egant lines are 
extracted from a pamphlet pub- 
lished by Gabriel Harvey, after 
Crreen*s death, entitled *' Foure 
•-«« Letters, and certaine Sonnets : 
** Especially touching Robert 
" Greene, and other Parties by 
«' him abused." 4to. 1593. 

Rohertus Grentts, lUriusque Acade^ 

muffArtUim Magister, de Seifso. 

*^ lUe ego, cui risus, rumores^ festa, pa-< 
ellse, 
*• Vana ItbcUorum scriptio, vita fuit : 
^* Prodigus ut vidi Ver, ^stateraque fu- 
roris, 
** Autumno, atqiie Hyemi, cum cane 
dico vale, 
^t Ingenii buUatn ; plumamArds; fistu- 
lam atnandi ; 
f Ecquae non misero plangat avena 
tono?'V 

Grbbn, Rupert. Of this dra- 
matic infant it will be enough to 
flayj, that he is the son of Valentine 
Green, the mezzotinto scraper, 
and himself an artist in some re- 
pute. He produced before he was 
nine years old a tragedy, called 

The Secret Fiot. l2mo. 1777. 

Greffulhe, Mr. a merchant 
in the city, is the reputed author 

of, 

1, The Portrait of Cervantes. F. 

1808. N.P. 

2. h he d Prince? F. I8O9. 

N.P. 



Gre90RT> George, D. D. was j^ Helrews. 



turn to Liverpool, he took orders, 
and was ordained to tlie curacy of 
Liverpool j where he soon after 
contributed to a periocJital work 
some miscellaneous essays, in ^hich: 
he exposed the inhumanity and 
impolicy of the slave-trade. 

In 3732, on his removal to^ 
London, he was appointed curate 
of Cripplegate. Three years after 
he became better known by the 
publication of a volume of Essays,. 
Historical and Moral, The success 
of this work occasioned a de- 
mand for two subsequent edition^. 
Besides his literary reputation,. 
Dr. Gregory now attained celebrity 
in his clerical functions. Frpm 
this popularity, though he derived 
little emolument, he could not, on^ 
some occasions, fail to receive 
heart-felt pleasure. The curacy of 
Cripplegate, ia consequence of the 
heavy duties attached, to it, he had 
been compelled to resign ^ but in 
178^ he was recalled to this^ 
church, by the earnest wishes of 
his congregation, who unanimous- 
ly elected hiin their morning- 
preacher. At the same time he 
officiated at St. George>, Botolph 
Lane ; . delivered lectures at the 
Asylum, and weekly lectures at 
St. Antholin's. In 1789 he pub- 
lished his Ttanslation of Lowth's 
Lectures, ori the Sacred Poetry of' 
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la 1789, shortly after his mar- 
riage with Miss Nunnes, Dr. Gre- 
>gory canvassed for the office of 
chaplain to the Asylum, which he 
lost by one vote ; more -from the 
too sanguine confidence of his 
friends> than from want of sup- 
port. In the evening of the same 
day, with that dignified self-pos- 
session which never forsook him, 
he preached at St. Antholin's, ex- 
tempore, from the text, *' Put thy 
•' trust in the Lord, and he shall 
*' yet give thee the desires of thine 
" heart." A volume of Sermons, 
.previously published by him, was 
re-edited this year 5 also the Life 
of Chatterton, for whose fate he 
fdt the most sincere coodmisera- 
tipn. The four following years 
i^med the most active part of his 
life. He conducted a critical work, 
^and was connected with several 
publications of various kinds. Yet, 
amidst all these cares ^nd avoca« 
tions, iie published his Church 
History, 2l new translation of Te- 
lemachus, and The Economy of 
Nature. This work was intended 
to' supply the elemental parts of 
•physical science. Its success was 
such, that a third edition of it 
was published in 1804.- In that 
year, through the interest of Mr. 
Addingt<^, now Lord Sidmouth, 
Dr. Gregory was presented by His 
Majesty to the living of Westham, 
in Essex. He had previously ob- 
tained from the Bishop of London 
a small prebendary in the cathedral 
of St. Paul's, which he resigned on 
being preferred to the rectory of 
Stapleford, in Herts, by the same 
hand. 

In his retreat from the metro- 
polis, he found leisure to superin- 
tend the progress of an Encyclo^ 
Pcsdia of Arts and Sciences, On 
dismissing this task, he employed 
biaiself in revising and correcting 



a volaine of Lectures on Ckemistryj, 
His next labour was the revision 
of two volumes of Letters on Li' 
terature and. Taste-, but this labour 
was destined to be his last. 

He expired on the evening of 
March 12, 1808, and was ba-* 
ried in his parochial church of 
Westham, on Monday the 21st. 

We are informed that Dr. Gre- 
gory was author of 

The Siege of Jerusalem, Trag. 

Greville, Sir Fulk, Lord 
Brook. This right honourable 
author was son to- Sir Fulk Gre- 
ville, the elder, of Beaucharap 
Court, in Warwickshire, and d^^ 
scended from the ancient family of 
the Grevillesj who, in the reign q£ 
Edward III. were seated at Camb- 
den in Gloucestershire. He wa$ 
bom in 1554, the same year with 
his friend Sir Philip Sidney, ancj, 
received his education at Trinity 
College, Cambridge 5 from whence, 
on his removal to court, he soon 
grew highly in favour with Queen 
Elizabeth, nor stood less in the 
esteem of her successor Jan^es I. 
who, at his coronation, created him 
Knight of thp Bath 5 in I6l5, 
made him Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer; and, in the Ifth year of 
his reign, raised him to the dig- 
nity of the peerage, with the title 
of Baron Brook of Beauchamp> 
Court, and one of th^' gentlemen 
of the bedchamber, fie was 
equally eminent for his learning 
and courage, in both which he 
greatly distinguished himself^ and 
was one of the most particular in- 
timates of the ingenious Sir Philip 
Sidn^y^ whose life, prefixed to his 
celebrated romance the Arcadia, 
under the name of Philophilippos, 
was written by this gentleman. 
Besides this, he wrote a Treatise 
of Human Learning \ a Treatise of 
Wars} aad an Jn^isjtion upo^i 
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Force arid Honour: all of which Lord Brook lies buried among 

arecomposedin5d;f/me5, or stanzas the rest of his honourable ances- 

of six lines each, the four first of tors, in Warwick church; under a 

which are alternate, and the last monument of black and white 

two rhyming to each other. His marble, on which he is styled 
title to a place in this work, how- .< semnt to Queen Elizabeth, 

ever, is founded on two dramatic «• Counsellor to Ring James, 

pieces (both tragedies) which he " and 

wrote, entitled, " ^"«"<* ^^ ^'^ ''^'1»P Sidney." 

1. Alaham, T. Fol. 1633. He died without issue, having 

2. Mustapha. T. Fol. 1633, neverbeen married; and those who 
Neither of these was ever act- are desirous of reading his charac- 

ed, they betS* written strictly after ter more at large, may be further 

the model bS^the ancients, with satisfied by perusing the account 

choruses, &c. and entirely unfit given of him by Fuller, in his Bri' 

for the English stage. iish Worthies. (See Warwickshire, 

This amiable man of quality lost p. 127.) 
bis life in a tragical manner on the Griffin, Benjamin, was an 
30th of September, in the year actor as well as an author. He 
1628, being then seventy-four years was the son of the Rev. Mr. Beo- 
bfage, by the hands of one Hay- jamiti Griffin, rector of Buxton 
^ood, who had spent the greater and Oxned, in the county of Nor- 
and best part of his time in his folk, and chaplain to the Earl of 
personal service; for which not Yarmouth. At the last-mentioned 
thinking himself sutficiently re- .of these two places Mr. Griffin was 
warded, he expostulated with his born, in 1680, and received his 
master on it, they two being alone education at the free-school of 
in his Lordship's bedchamber in North Walsham, in the said coun- 
Brook House, in Holborn (the ty, founded by the noble family of 
spot of ground where Bi*ook Street the Pastons. 
now stands). His remonstrances. He was put apprentice to a gla- 
however, being probably made zier at Norwich ; but acting be- 
with too much peremploriness and ing a more agreeable pursuit to 
an air of insolence, he received a him than glazing, he ran away 
^harp rebuke from, his Lordship, from his master, and got initiated 
which he immediately returned by among a pack of strollers, who fire- 
giving him a mortal stab in the quented that city in the year 1712 j 
back, of which wound he died, with whom, and in other com- 
|but whether instantly or Dot, does panies, he arrived at considerable 
not appear. The assassin, bovine ver, excellence, till, in the year 17 14, 
conceiving his own condition to be he made one at the opening of the 
desperate, went into another room, new theatre in Lincoln*s Inn Fields, 
and, having locked the door, fell on Here he gained great applause^ 
his sword. Thus, in order to evade and established a character to him- 
the sentence of the law, he became self in the cast of parts which he 
himself the executioner of justice, commonly performed ; which were 
receiving from his own hand that always in low comedy, and mostly 
death which otherwise would have in the testy old men. In short, he 
been inflicted on him by that of in a few years became of so much 
the common hangman* consequence^ that the managers of 
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Drury Lane^ notwithstanding they 
had already Norris and Johnson^ 
who werQ still more excellent in 
the same way of playing, and there- 
fore could make but little use of 
Mr. Griffin at their own house, 
found it, nevertheless, worth their 
while to buy off his weight against 
them in the rival theatre, by en- 
gaging him at a larger salary than 
he had hitherto had them 3 and, 
indeed, so intrinsically great was 
our author's merit, that though, in 
consequence of the circumstance 
above mentioned, he made his ap- 
pearance but seldom, yet, when- 
ever he did, it was constantly with 
applause; nor did the excellepce 
of the above-mentioned actors by 
any means eclipse his, or seem to 
abate the favourable opinion the 
public had conceived of him, even 
when they at any time appeared 
on the stage together with him. 

Mr. Chetwood, in his Brkisfi 
Theairiy says, that Mr. Griffin re- 
moved to Drury Lane theatre in 
1720^ but this, we think, must 
be a mistake ; as we find his comedy 
of PFhig and Tory brought on in 
Lincoln's Inn Fields that year, 
which would hardly have been the 
case^ had the author so lately 
quitted that theatre, and joined in 
an opposition, at that time of so 
much consequence, against them. 

This author died Feb. 18, 174O; 
being the 60th year of his age, 
dfid left behind him five dramatic 
pieces, whose titles are as follow^ 
viz. 

1. Injured Virtue. T. 12mo. 
1715. 

2. Love in a Sack, F. 12mo. 
1715. 

3. Humours of Purgatory. F. 
12mo. 171(). 

4. Masquerade, F. 12rao. 1717. 

5. Wlug and Tory, C. 8vo. 
1720. - 



Griffith, Elizabbth. This 
lady was a. successful writer, who 
employed her attention on works 
of very different kinds, and ge- 
nerally to the increase of her re- 
putation. She was of Welsh de» 
scent, and bore the same name 
before she married as she did afters 
wards. Her husband, Mr. Richard 
Griffith, who was also an author, 
was of a good fanaily in Ireland. 

The first performance in which 
she distinguished her talents, was 
her share in The Letters of Henry 
and Frances, which contained the 
genuine correspondence between 
her and her husband before their 
marriage, and for some years after. 
These manuscripts were published 
at the particular request of Mar- 
garet, late Countess of Cork, who 
was one of her friends and confi- 
dents in this connexion, which 
was at first kept secret on account 
of certain family reasons, as maj 
be gathered from some of the let- 
ters. This collection has received 
the approbation of the generalitj 
of readers. 

Mrs. Griffith was the author of 
Essays to young married IVomen j 
a volume, entitled The Morality 
of Shakspeare's Drama illustrated; 
besides several novels^ and had 
been engaged in a variety of other 
performances. She also wrote the 
following dramatic pieces : 

1. Amana. D. P. 4to. 1764. 

2. The Platonic mfe, C. 8vo. 
1765. 

3. The Double Mistake. C. 8vo. 

4. The School for Rakes, C. 8vo. 

5. A Wife in the Right. C. 8vo. 
1772. 

6. The Times, C. 8vo. 1780. 
Mrs. Griffith was also the trans* 

lator of £eaumarchais*, 

7. Barber of Seville. Q. 8vo.J776. 
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She died Jan. 5, 1793, at Mil- 
lecent^ in the county of Kildare, 
Ireland. In the early part of her 
life she attempted the stage in 
Ireland; and^ in the years 1753 
and 1754, at Covent Garden. 

GbiffitHj Richard^ husband 
of the lady just mentioned^ was 
author of 

Vanety. C. 8vo. 1782. 

Grimald^ Nicholas^ a native 
ef Huntingdonshire, was born in 
\51Q, and received his first edu« 
Nation in Christ's College, C^m- 
bndge> where having taken the 
degree of B. A. he thence went 
to Oxford, and was incorporated 
there in the same degree in April 
1542. In the next month he was 
chosen probationer fellow of Mer- 
ton College, being then in the 
23d year of his age. In 1544, he 
phx:eeded in arts; and 1547> when 
the college of King Henry VHI. 
was to be settled and replenished 
with students, he was put in there 
as a senior, or theologist. He was 
author of a Latin play, called 

Archipropheta, T. 8vo. 1548. 

Grimes, Mr. This author was 
a schoolmaster (said to have been 
remarkable for exciting insurrec- 
tions among his boys), and wrote 
one small piece, performed by his 
pupils at Cordwainers* Hall. It is 
called 

An Opera alludiftg to the Peace. 
8vo. 1712. 

Grimston, William, Lord 
, Viscount. This nobleman, whose 
title stands in the list of the Irish 
peerage, was grandfather tp the 
present Lord Grimsion. He was 
born about 1692J and May 29, 
I719» was created Baron of Du|)- 
bOyne, in the county of Meath, in 
Ireland, and Viscount Grimston. 
At the age of thirteen yearsy while 
at school, he wrote a play^ which 



was never acted, but printed in di« 
year 1 705, entitled 

The Lawyer's Fortune, Com. 
4to. [Reprinted in 8vo. and 12mo. 
1736.] 

It is true, this piece, so for from 
having any dramatic merit in it, 
is full of the grossest absurdities j 
but when the infantine years of 
its author come to be considered, 
and that it might probably be 
owing to the partiality of parents, 
In the gratification of a childish 
vanity, that it was ever published : 
if it is, moreover, known, that 
when, at a maturer time of life, 
the author himself, on a review of 
it, became sensible of its faults, he 
took the utmost pains to call in 
the impression, and prevent, if 
possible, so indifferent a perform- 
ance from standing forth in evidence 
against even his boyish abilities, 
surely a first fault, so amply re^ 
pented, might easily be forgiven, 
and the asperity with which the 
author has been treated on the ac- 
count of it might well have beeq 
spared. T 

Indeed, the public is scarce? 
ly to be blamed for the ill-usage 
he has received, as they would 
probably have suffered this piece 
to have died in obscurity, with 
many others of equal merit, had 
it not been for the malevolence of 
the late Dutchess of Marlborough, 
who, in the course of an opposi- 
tion which she thought proper to ' 
make to this worthy peer, in an 
election for members of parlia- 
ment, where his Lordship was a 
candidate, caused a large impres- 
sion of this play to be printed off, 
at her'own sole charge, and to be 
dispersed among the electors, with 
a frontispiece, conveying a aiost 
indecent and unmannerly reflec- 
tion on his Lordship'» understand* 



ing, nnder the allegorical figure '' servants, a generous friend, and 

g[ an elephant dantitig on the '^ an aifable and hospitable neigh- 

rbpes. Pope also thought proper '' l)our.** 

to abuse Lord GrihiBton in the fol- He died on the 15th of October 

lowing lines, alludirtg to the peer's 1756. 

residence at Gorhanlbury, near St. Grove, Joseph^ is hardly en* 

Albans : titled to a place in this work, be* 

« Shades that to Bacon did retreat afford, ^Dg ^^^7 ^^ publisher of one of 

'• Are now the portion of a Booiy Lord.*' Shakspeare*s plays. He was an 

And Swift says, attorney, and resided at Richmond, 

urru ^ A A .} *A *^.t,«. where he died March 27/1764. 

" The leaden crown dcVolv d to thee, rj^ .^ rpt . r •/» i> A j' ■ 

«Greatpoetof the Hollow Tree," S^'^^^^® The Mfc of Cardinal 

mL J *-.i r u- T J Wolsevy in 4 vols. 8vo. and other 

The second title of his I^rd- ^^^^^ The playhe repablished 

m^ s comedy was. Love m a Hoi' '^ -^ *^ 

Wj're.i^and in it the following Henry the Eighth. H. P. 8vo. 

line occurs: 1758. 

•* There let us rest our weary limbs, tiU Grove, W. To a writer of 

they more n^eary be," ^|g ^^^^ jyj^^ EgCrton aSCribeS 

Lord Grimston represented this The Faithful Shepherd, Dram. 

contested borough, which was St. Past. 8vo. 1782^ 

Albans, in the 3d, 4th, 5th, and Grys, Ls. See Le Gats, Sir 

7th pariiaments of Great Britain $ Robert. 

and, byhis behaviour while he con- Gunnihg, Miss, daughter ot 

tinned in the House, his conduct the late General Gunning, besidel 

in a rational and happy retirement having written several novels, 1$ 

after his quitting public affairs, the translator, from the French, of 

and his prudent economy through The Wife tvith Two Husbands. 

life in the management qf an T. C. 8vo. 1803. 

estate, which, though a large one, GwrwNB, Matthew, was the 

was, at the time it descended to son of Edward Gwinne, who^^le* 

him; loaded with the incumbrance scended from an ancient family iti 

of numerous fortunes and heavy ' Wales, but dwelt at London. lu 

jointures saddled on it, gave am- the year 1574, he was elected a 

pie proof of the injustice of the scholar of St. John's College, in 

insinuations so artfully thrown out Oxford, where he took the degp-ee 

against him, and supported solely of B. A. on the 14th of May 11*78, 

on this one trivial error of his and was afterwards perpetual fel- 

childhood ; and it is but justice low of the college. He had the 

to a valuable character, thus at- honour of being appointed m aster 

tempted to be injured, to conclude regent in July 1582, and read the 

our account of him with the amia- music lecture. When he had f :aken 

ble portrait drawn of him by the his degrees in arts, he entered up- 

author of the lives annexed to on the physic line, and practised, 

Whincop*s Scanderbeg: *^ This as a physician in and abou t Ox- 

"nobleman (says that writer) is ford several years. In 15^38 he 

*' a good husband to one of the was appointed junior proc tor of 

" best of wives ; an indulgent fa- the university, and on Ju Vf 17, 

ther to a hopeful and numerous 15g3, was created doctor of physic. 

offspring \ a kind master to his He obtained leave of the < lolkge. 
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In 1595, to attend Sir Henry '^ plicity of the ancients, into 

Untoh, ambassador from Queen " points of wit> affected jingle, 

Elizabeth to the French court, and " and scraps of sentences detach- 

continued with him during his ab- *' ed from old authors ; a custom 

9ence abroad. '* which at that time began to 

Upon the settlement of Gresh- /' prevail both here and abroad, 
am College, he was chosen the *' And he seems to have contract- 
first professor of physic about the " ed this humour gradually, as it 
"beginning of March i50, being ''grew more in vogue 5 for his 
one of the two nominated by the ** Oratio in Laudem Musicce is not 
university of Oxford. On the 25th '* so deeply tinged with it as his 
June ld04, he was admitted a *' Orationes dtuje, spoken many 
candidate of the College of Phy- ** years afterwards . in Gresham 
$icians of London } at the begin- *' College." 
ping of 1605 was made physician Besides several other pieces, he 
of the Tower; and on 22d Dec. in wrote two Latin plays, called, 
the same year, was chosen a fellow 1 . Nero, T. 4to. l603 ; 8vo. 
of the college. He kept his pro- I639. 

fessorship at Gresham College un- 2. Vertumnus 5 sive, Annus re* 

til Sept. 1607, when he quitted it, currens Oxonii. 4to. I6O7. 

probably on his marriage. Gwinnet, Richard, of Great 

After leaving Gresham College, Shurdington, in Gloucestershire, 

be continued to practise physic The name of this gentleman be- 

with success, in London, and was canie more familiar to the public* 

Qiuch esteemed both in the city by means of his acquaintance with 

^nd at court. He died, according Mrs. Thomas, the celebrated Co- 

to Wood, at his house in Old Fish rinna, than by any merit of his 

Street in 1627^ though Dr. Ward own. He was the son of a Glou- 

says he was living in l63g> and that cestershire gentleman, and was 

his name appeared in the Pharvia- seven years at Christchurqh Col- 

^osia printed in that year. lege, Oxford, under the tuition of 

'* He was (says Dr. Ward) a. Dr. Gastrell. He afterwards re- 

*' roan of quick parts, a lively sided some time in the Temple, 

'' fancy, and poetic genius y had but did pot follow the profession 

«* read much, was well versed in of the law, or any other 5 which 

" all sorts of polite literature, ac- seems to have been owing to an 

*^ curately skilled in the modem infirm constitution, that was too 

*' languages, and much valued for weak to permit him to reside in 

''his knowledge and success in London. He died April 1 6, 17 17, 

*' the practice of physic. But bis having produced one play, en- 

<' Latin style was formed upon a titled 

*' wrong taste, which led him from The Country Squire ; or, A Christ-' 

*' the natural and beautiful sim- mas Gambol. C. 8vo. 1732. 
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H. C. These initials are prefixed pcems, published under the title 

tb of Casta? a, and a play, called 

Tke Two Ftiends, D; 8vo. The Queen of ArrtLgon. Trag. 

iSOO. Com. Fol. 1640. In Dodsle/s 

H ^Eleanor. Of this lady Collection, 

^e know rio nior6 than thdt she Of this he appears himself to 

wrote have had d very diffident opinion ; 

Matilda. D. 1803. but having showed it to Philip, Earl' 

H. W. These initials are af- of Pembroke, that nobleman was 

fixed to the dedicatioh of sD much pleased with it, that he 

The Projectors, C. 8vo. 1737. caused it to be acted at court, and 

Habinofon, William. This afterwards to be published, though 

gentleman, who flourished in the contrary to the author'*s inclina- 

reign of King Charles I. was bom tion. Wood acquaints us, that, 

on the 4th of Nov. l605, at Hand- during the civil war, Mr. Habing- 

lip, in Worcestershire. Being of ton (probably for the sake of pre- 

a Roman Catholic family, he was serving to himself that calm, which 

sfent to rfeceive the early parts of is ever most agreeable to a studi- 

his education at Paris and St. ous and sedentary disposition) tem- 

Omer*s, where he was very ear- porized with those in power, and 

nestly entreated to take on him the was not unknown to Oliver Crom- 

habit of a Jesuit. But ati eccle- Well : yet, it is probable, this 

stastical life being by no means tfeinpofizing was no more than a 

agreeable to his disposition, he re- mere non-resistance j as we have no 

tlsted all their solicitations, and account of his having beeti raisrd 

returned to England, where, by to ariy kirid of preferment during 

his own application, and the in- the Protector's government, fla 

struction of his father Thomas died November 30, 1054, being 

Habmgton, Esq. he made great just entered into his 50th year, 

proficiency in the study of history. In the " Complete History of Eng' 

and other useful branches of lite- land," l/Oo, the first two volumes 

ratufe, and became, according to of which were compiled by Mr. 

the account given of hini by Wood, Hughes the poet, lia bingtou's Life 

in his Athen. Oxon. a very accom- of Edward is inserted, among other 

plisbed gentleman. adopted lives. 

His principal bent was to his- Ha^k^et, Dr. Johjx (miscalled 
tory, as is apparent froni his writ- Lacket in the former edition); an 
ings 5 among which ard some Ob- English prelate, descended from 
skrvations on History, in 1 vol. Svo. an aticient family, and born in 
sind a History of Edw, IF written London, Sept. 1, 1593. He was 
and published at the desire of King ad nil ted very yoi ng into West- 
Charles I.: yet, for the amusement minster school; and, n 16O8, 
of some leisure hours, he wrote a elected thence to Trinity Ooll^^e, 
considerable immt>er of little love in Cambridge. His uncomxQon 
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parts and learning reeommended as well as what baj been gathered 
him to particular notice i so that, for the repair of St. PauFs ca* 
afler taking the proper degrees, he tbedral. March l642, he vizs 
was chosen fellow of his college,, presented to a residentiarj's place 
and became a tutor of great re- in St. Paul's, London ; but the 
pute. One month in the long troubles coming on/ he had no 
vaca|:ion, retiring with his pupil, enjoyment of it, near of his rectory 
afterwards Lord Byron, into Not- of St, Andrew's. Besides, some- 
tinghamshire, he there composed of his parishioners there having 
a Latin Comedy, which was twice articled against him, at the coip- 
acted before James L entitled mittee of plunderers, his friend 

Loyola, Printed in 12mo. 1648. Selden told him it was in vaip to 
He took orders in 161 8, and had make any defence, and advised 
singular kindness shown him by- him to retire to XDheam, wjiere be 
BUhop Andrews^ and several great would endeavour to prevent his 
xpen: but, above all others, he being molested. He was disturbed' 
lyas regarded by Dr. Willianas, here by the Earl of £ssex*a arn\y, 
Dean of Westminster and Bishop who^ march'mg that way, took b^ 
of Lincoln, who, bein^ appointed prisoner aloi^g with them i buth^> 
lord^keeper of the great seal in was soon after. dismissed, and fropii 
1621, chose Hacjket for his chap- that time lay hid in his retireiaei^ 
lain. In l623, he was ipade atCheam^ where we hear bo ipc^. 
cjbaf^ain to Jatpc^s. I. and also, a 0/ hioi, except t\mt, in 1648^9,. 
pi;eb€;ndary of Lincplo $ and the h^ attend^ iii his last npqi;ifi6fitt, 
year following, upon the lof^- Henryllich, Earlpf IfQllaiid,wbOi 
keeper's recomipen4ationj rector was bi^headied.for a^^enfiptiog the< 
of St, Andrew's, IJplbprn, in Lon-r relief ojf;Cciicbf^ter. 
don. ^Is patron also procu^^d Aft^r^e restoration of Cha^lost 
him the same y^ar the recto^ of II. he rebovered all ins prefer- > 
Cheam, in Surrey j tilling hij^, m^nts, and was offered the hi* 
that he intended, Holj^prn for shc^j^ric, of Gloucester, w[hjch he. 
Wealth, and Cheam for hi^alt^h* ref^isedj but he accept^ sbjortly 
in 1625, he was named by thj^ after that of Litchfield, ai^ Co- 
Iting himself, to attend an am- v^ntry* an4rWa^ coo^eqiated Qec;. 
bassador into Oerm^ny } yet was 2J2, 1^6l^ The spring £dllowipg. 
dissuaded frona the journey, by^ he repair^ to Litchfield, where, 
being told, that. On account of finding the cathedral aknpst bat«» 
his severe treatment of the Jesuits tered to the ground, he set up in ^ 
fti his Lo^o/a, he would never be, eight years a complete church > 
able to go safe, though in an am- again, better than eifer it was be^, 
bassador's train. In 1628, he com- fore, at the expense of 20>Q004 
nienced D. D. ; and, in 1631, was of whjjch he.had 1000/. frpox t^e 
made archdeacon of Bedford. .His dean and chapter: and the rostr 
church of St. Andrew being old was pf his own charge, and pro- 
and decayed, he undertook to re- cured from benefactors. Helaiid-. 
build it, and for that purpose got o^t 1000/.uponapreben4al.bpusej 
together a great sum of money in which he was, forced to live in,. 
stock and subscriptions ; but, upon his palaces at Litchfield and fijccld* . 
the breaking out of the civil war, shall having been de^olis^ied du? • 
this was SQized by the Farliam^nti ring , the ciyU ^ar» H^9d^jt9^ 



3or 



H A C 



li At 



11 tf College, in Cambridge, a 
iing called Bishop's Hostel^ 
:h cost him 1200/. ordering 
the rents of the chambers 
Id be laid out in books for the 
ge-Jibrary. Besides these acts 
unificence, he left several be- 
?tions by will J as 50/. t;o Clare 
i 50/. to St. John's College; 
all his books, which cost him 
t 1500/. to the imiversity li- 
r. He died at Litchfield, Oc- 
•21, 1670, and was buried in 
cathedral, under a handsome 
f, erected by his eldest son 
Andrew Hacket, a master in 
eery; for he was twice mar- 
aud had several children by 
bis wives. 

5 published only the comedy 
oyola above mentioned, and 
'Tiwn preached before the Kinsr, 
:h 22, 1^00; but, after his 
is^, A Century of his Sermons 
several remarkable Subjects 
published by Thomas Pllime, 
. in 1675, folio; and, in 
. Tke L^ of Archbishop ff^tl^ 
f folio, of whioh an improved 
^ent was published in 1700, 
)y Ambrose Philips. He in- 
d to have written the Life of 
1 1, and for that purpose the 
:eeper Williams had given 
Camden's MS. notes or an- 
of that King's reign; but, 
bemg lost in the confusion 
times, he was disabled fi-om 
it. He was a man of great 
less, and applied himself to 
rts of learning, but could 
make himself master of the 
il languages. He was deeply 
in ecclesiasticai history, es- 
y as ta what cottcerned our 
:burcb. In the university, 
young:, be was hiuch afi- 
to school-learning; but gre w 
ards weary of if^ as being 
shadows withbut rabita^ce^ 



and containihg horrid and barba- 
rous terms, more fit, he would 
say, for incantation than divinity. 
He was a man of exemplaiVcou- 
duct, and as remarkable for virtue 
and piety as for parts and learn-^ 
ing. 

A writer in The Gentleman*9 
Magaxine (Feb. 1783) relates tha 
following anecdote of our author's 
ecclesiastical intrepidity : 

" Amidst all the tyrannies, se- 
** questtations, and pillages, made 
" upon the church of England, Dr. 
'* John Hacket showed himself itg 
*' adherent and hero, and ofFere4' 
" his body even to martyrdom, 
** rather than disobey its ordi- 
«* nances. He was, at the be- 
" ginning of the civil war, rector 
" of St Andrew's, Holborn; and 
'* when the Parlianaent, as the 
** Commons alone called them* 
*' selves, had voted down the li- 
" turgyof the church of England, 
*' and forbiddetf the use of it'under 
" the severest penalties. Dr. Hacket' 
" continued to read, as before, the 
'' daily service i' and, though a- 
" Serjeant with a trooper rushed- 
*' into the church, commanding 
" him with threats to desist, he, 
*' with a steady voice and intre- 
'* pid countenance, continued; on 
** which themurderoosbigot thrust 
" his pistol to his head, threaten- 
'* ing him with instant death : the 
•* undaunted priest calmly replied, 
" *' Soldier, I am doing my duty, 
•* do you do yours ;' and with a- 
*' still more exalted voice read on. 
*' The soldier, abashed, left the 
'* church." 

HAitf%, LoftD^ one of the lords' 
commissioners of justiciary in Scot- 
land (formerly Sir David Dalrym- 
ple), born at Edinburgh Oct. 28, 
Vfl6y is said to hare been the au* 
thorof 
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ne Little Freeholder. D. Ent. 
12mo. 1790. 

His Lordship also wrote three 
papers in The IVorld, viz. Nos. 
14Q, 147, and 20^;' Jnnals of 
Schtland, 2 vols. 4to. 177^9 and 
^779 \ Disquisitions concerning the 
Antiquity of the Christian Church, 
1 783 5 and An Inquiry into the 
secondary Causes which Mr. Gibbon 
has assigned for the rapid Growth 
of Christianity, 4to,\7S§. To The 
Mirror, a periodical paper pub- 
lished in Scotland, bis Lordship 
likewise contributed ^ve papers, 
and part of a sixth j viz. Nos. 62, 
75, S6, 97, ga, and part of 4Q, 

He died Nov. 29, 17925 having 
written many other works, of 
which a list maybe seen in the 
new edition of The Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, 

Haines, Josbph (commonly 
called Count Haines). This 
gentleman was a very eminent low 
comedian, and a person of great 
facet iousness of temper and readi- 
ness of wit. When, or where, or 
of what parents, he was born, are 
particulars about which the histo- 
f ians of his life are totally silent. 
It is certaiq, however, that the 
earlier parts of his education were 
communicated to him at tbe school 
of St. Martin's in the Fields, where 
he made so rapid a progress as to 
become the admiration of all who 
knew. him. 

From this place he? was sent, by 
the voluntary subscription of 'a^ 
number of gentlemen^ to whose 
notice his quickness of parts had. 
strongly recommended him, to- 
Queen's College, Oxford, where 
his learning and great fund of hu- 
mour gained him the esteem and 
regard of Sir Joseph Williamson, 
who was afterwards Secretary of 
State, and Minister Plenipotentiary 
at the concluding of the peace of 



Ryswickt. When Sir Joseph war 
appointed to the £rst of those high 
offices, he took our author as his 
Latin secretary. But taciturnity 
not being one of those qualities 
for which Haines was Eminent, Sir 
Joseph found that, through his 
nleans, aO-airs of great importance ^ 
frequently transpired, pven before 
they came to the knowledge of 
those who were more immediately 
concerned in them. He was, there- 
fore, obliged to remove hina from 
an employment for which he seem- 
ed so ill calculated : he . recom- 
mended him, however, to one of 
the heads of the university of 
Cambridge^ where he was very 
kindly received 5 but a company , 
of comedians coming to perform 
at Stourbridge fair, Mr. Haines 
took so sudden an inclination for 
their employment and way of liv- 
ing, that he threw away his cap 
and band, and immediately joined 
their company. 

It was not long, however, before 
the reputation of his theatrical 
abilities, procured him an invita- 
tion to the Theatre Royal in Drury 
Lane, where his inimitable per- 
formance on the public stage, to- 
gether witli his vivacity and plea^^ 
untry in private conversation, in- 
troduced him not only to the ac- 
quaintance, but even the famili- 
arity, of persons of the most exalted 
abilities,, and of the first rank in 
the kingdom ; insomach, that a 
certain noble Duke, being appoint- 
ed ambassador to the French courts 
thought it no disgrace to take Joe 
Haines with him as a companioni 
who being, besides his knowl^ge 
of the dead languages, as perfect 
master of the French and Italian^ 
as if he had been a native of tbo^ 
respective capitals of Paris and 
Rome, was greatly caressed b|f 
maoy of the French nobilit][. 
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On his return from France, 
where he had as5umed the title of 
Count, he again applied himself 
to the stage, on which he con- 
tinued till 1701 ; on the 4th of 
April in which year he died of a 
fever, after a very short illness, at 
his lodgings in Hart Street, Long 
Acre, and washuried in thechurch- 
yardof St. Paul's, Covent Garden. 
There is one dramatic piece, 
said to be his, entitled 

A Fatal Mistake, P. 4to. 1692. 
But the composition of it is so 
very miserable, that most of the 
writers seem inclined to acquit 
him of being the author of it. 
Yet we know not whether that is 
quite a sufficient reason for so do- 
ing ; as it is by no means uncom- 
mon to find, among men of pro- 
fessed drollery, that the manner is 
much more than the tpatter; and 
the table, as Shakspeare has it, is 
often set in a roar, by joke§, 
which, if repeated, without the 
Imme-diate humour of the speaker 
to accompany them, would scarce- 
ly excite a smile> unless of con- 
tempt. And it is remarkable of the 
very person we are now treating 
of, that some of his prologues and 
epilogues, which used to force 
thunder-claps of applause from the 
audience, when spoken by himself, 
and according to his own concep- 
tions in the writing of them, ap- 
pear but flat and insipid when we 
come, to read them in the closet. 
We do not mean this, however, 
in any degree to depreciate Mr. 
Haines*s merit. That he possessed 
a great share of genuine wit, we do 
not in the least question ; and al- 
though every jest-book will furnish 
numbers of droll turns of humour, 
which are said to have come from 
him, we think we cannot better 
elose this account of him, than by 
ftip r^petttbn of one undoubtedly 



authentic bon-mot of his, handed 
down to us by his contemporary 
Colley Gibber, who, in his Jpo- 
logy, relates this story : ** Joe 
" Haines (says he), being asked 
" what could transport Collier in- 
'* to so blind a zeal for the general 
'* suppression of the stage, wheii 
" only some particular authors had 
'^ abused it 5 whereas the stage, hb 
" could not but know, was gene- 
*' rally allowed, when rightly con- 
" ducted, to be a delightful me- 
'* thod of mending our morals?*' 
•^*' For that very reason (replied 
'^ Haines): Collier is by profession 
" a moral-mender himself j and 
*' two of a trade, ^you know, can. 
*' never agree.'* 0. 

Haix, Robert, was author of 
The Old Quizzes. M, F. i2mo. . 

1779. 
Halxam, a. This gentleman 

translated The Beggar's Opera into 

French, under the title of 

V Opera du Gueux; avec les 
Chansons, sur les Airs Anglois. 
Representee sur le Petit Theatre 
Francois dans March6 au Foin. 
8vo. 1750. 

HAL1.0RAK, L. H. under the 
assumed name of Phllo-Nauticus, 
wrote 

The Female. Volunteer, Dr. 8vo. 
1801. 

Hamilton, Charles. Of this 
person we know no more than 
that he was author, or rather 
translator, of 

The Patriot. Trag. Svo. N.D. 
[1784.] 

Hamilton, New^urgh. This 
gentleman lived in the family of 
the Duke of Hamilton, and was 
probably related to his Grace. He 
wrote three pieces, entitled, 

1. Doating Lovers, Cora. 12mo« 
1715. 

2. Petti^Qflt Plotter. Far. 12mo, 
J 720. 
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Nekher of these pieces met with tended for thesta^, is in ;ipit^t, 

success. Tbe first of them, how- and is far from being devoid of 

ever^ 'was supported through three genius or poetical imagination. It 

.performances, for the sake of the is entitled 

iauthor's benefit, whose interest The Fortune Tellers, A Medley, 
was so strong, and his acquaint- 8vo. N. D. 
ance so extensive, that he was en- Mr. Hardbam, however^ was at 
abled to lay the pit and boxes to- once a patron and preceptor to 
jgether, at the advanced price of many of our candidates tor his- 
>ix shillings for each ticket. trionic laurels. He was therefore 
,3. Sampson, Orat. 4to. 1743. seldom without embryo i^ich^rds 
Hammond, William. This and Hotspurs strutting and bellow- 
writer is mentioned no where but ing in his dining-room^ or the 
kIq The British Theatre-,' where he parlour behind his shop.. The 
is said to have been a young gen- Jatter qf these apartments w;a8 
tleman in the army, and to have adorned with heads qf jihosjt of the 
V written a dramatic piece, of, one perspns celebrated for dmmatic ex- 
act, entitled eellence, and to these he frequent* 
The Preceptor, 3all. Dpera. ly referred in the. course .of hi^ 
.]2mo. 1740. instructions. 

.HARaAOH^ William, «nnoun- There is one^circumsUnce^ bow- 

ced, about twenty-five years ago^ as ever, in his private character, whicfi 

.intended for speedy pi:d)lication , deserves a more honourable nescue 

The Bx^man Daughter. T. Nat from oblivion. His charity M'^ 

printed, we- believe. extensive in an uncommon degi«^> 

Haroham, John. 7)u6 au- and was conveyed to. many of its 

thor, when living, was wellknQwp objects in the most delicate naaa- 

among persons of.genius and taste, ner. On account of his Juiow|i 

He was born at Chichester, and integrity (for he once failed 4p 

bred a lapidary or diampnd-cuttef; business more creditably than > he 

,btit afterwards t>ecame. more emi- could have made a fortune by ii), 

Dentin another profession, being he was often intrusted with tbe 

at the time of his death possessed of <6are of paying little aimual stipends 

the greatest snulF-trade in or about to unfortunate women, and others 

this metropolis. His shop was at who were equally in want of relief j 

the Red Lion,, near Fleet Market, and he has been known, with a 

in • Fleet Street. Besides this, he generosity almost unexampled, to 

[had for some years been principal continue these annuities, king afi^ 

numberer and under- treasurer to the sources of them bad be^iu^top- 

the Theatre Royal in Drury Lane, ped by the deaths or caprices gf 

What Mr. Hardham's advantages the persons who at first si^pplied 

from education were, we never them. At the same time 'he, per^ 

heard; but, by the dint of strot:^ auaded the receivers thai tlieir 

. natural parts, and good breeding, money was remitted to .bim.aa 

he rendered himself agreeable to usual through its former channel. 

numbers of the most considerable Indeed his purse was • never ,shi|t 

wits and critics of the age ; and ^ven to those who were, easily 

even himself made one attempt in recommended by his comnaoi^ac^ 

ithe dramatic way, which, although, ijuaintance. He dieid in Sfpt^mh^ 

^w» ;beUeve^ it was not even in- j(y7^ apd^, jigr his iyMl> bgyf^thnj 
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the interest of twenty' dioniami 
pounds to a female, wbo, after 
tike destth of his wife, had gained 
but too strraig an ascendancy ov^ 
him 5 and at her decease the prin- 
cipal, &c. t6 his native city, to 
lessen the poor's rates there. The 
GDBsequence is, that the rates are 
very much lowered ; but the rents 
of booses are, on that account, so 
much increased, that the gift has 
been a detriment, instead of an 
advantage. 

Thiese particnlars, which reflect 
such honour on Mr. Hardham*i 
memory, deserve to be as generally 
kdown as> his popular sort of snu^, 
entitled 37 ', a combination of fl* ' 
gores which, intheppblic opinion, 
continues to stand at least as high 
as drd once the political number 45. 
Habdiko, Samuei., was the 
son of Robert Harding, of Ipswich^ 
in^ Suiiblk. He was born in the 
ye»r 1618) and, as Wood says?, 
became a sojourner of Exeter 
College, Oxford, in the year 1634, 
where, in IdSS, he took one d&* 
gtee in arts. He afterwards be* 
came chaplain to a nobleman 5 and 
about the beginning, or in the 
faeatof the civil war, died} having 
written one play, called 

Skily and Naples} or, ThiFa^ 
ial [Man. T. 4to. 1§40. 

Hasper, Samuel. An author 
now unknbwn. ,He published one 
play, called 

The Mock Fhiikmpher. C. 1 2mo. 
3737. 

Hahplet/ T. An author onl^ 
ki>own to us as having published, 
1. Tiie Genius of Liverpool, Dn 
8v6. J7QO, 

2'. The Maimers. Bur). 8vo; 
X79O: 

3. The Triumph of Fidelity. Dr. 
in' Rhyme. 8vo. 1790. 

Ha-skis, JAitEs, authbr of 
thoMf foiu va^«Ulble. works, en* 



titled, (i.) T&rge T/Mimi H\, 
Concerning Arty 2d, lUusie, Paikh 
ing^ and Pqehy j and 3d, Hapfl' 
ness. (2.) Hermes ^ APhihsopki- 
cal Enquiry concerning Unw^»il 
Grammar. (3.) PhU^opAkal Ar^ 
rangements. (4.) Philological &n^ 
qtdries. He was one of the isions 
of a gentleman of the same names 
by Lady Elizabeth hift wife, third 
daughter of Anthony second EM 
of Shaftesbury, and sister to the 
celebrated author of The Charac" 
teristics. He was bom in the Close 
of Sarum, July 20, 1709, and 
educated under the Rev. Mr. Hilt 
master of the public grammar*^ 
school there. From thence 1^ 
went; in 1726, to Wadham Col- 
lege, in Oxford, as a gentlemad 
commoner, but did not receive 
any degree. We do not find that 
he ever took any active part in 
public life until 1761, when he 
was elected M.F.fbr Christ Gburcb> 
Hants. In the year 1762 he was 
nominated one of the Lords of th6 
Admiralty; which he $oon gav6 - 
up; and, oh the l6th of April 
1763, was appointed to a seat oil 
the Treasury bench ; apostMrhich 
he held until July 12, 1765. Irt 
1774, he was appointed Siecretaiy 
and Comptroller to the Queen ; 
in which situation he continued 
until his deafli, Dec. 22, 1780t 
He was the author of one small 
piece, called 

The Spring. Past. 4to. 1762. 
His life and works have been pub-< 
lished by his son, the Eart of 
Malmesbury, in 2 vols; 4to. 18011 
Harris, Joseph. This persdil 
(probably a seal-engraver by trade; • 
as, on the accession of Queeii 
Anrte, he was appointed engravei^ 
to the Mint) was a comedian, but^ 
of no great reputation in his pro- 
fession. Yet, as Jacob informs 
us, by the assistance of his friends^ 
X 4 
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h^ aimed at being an author* and 
produced the four following dra- 
matic pieces; all of which seem 
to have miscarried in the repre* 
sentation^ viz. 

1. The Mistakes: T. C. 4to. 
I691. 

2. The City Bride. G. 4to. 
1696, 

3. l/)ve*s fit Lottery, and a JVbr 
man the Prize, C. 4iO. I699. 

4. Love and Riches reconciled. 
M. 4to. 1699. 

IfARRYSONj LlBUTEHANT Nl« 

CHOLAsBACOfiT* of th^ Marines* 
published one dranja : 

The Travellers. C. 8vo. 1788, 

1789. 

HARB;sp9r> Thomas, was mi- 
nister of the dissenting congrega- 
tion in Little Wild Street. On 
March 16, l72§-9i he preached 
the funeral sermon of Dame Mary 
Page, dt Devonshire Square. He 
afterwards conformed, and receiv- 
ed episcopal prdjnation from the 
()i.shpp of London, Sept. 14, 1729, 
0t St. Leonard's Foster Lane, and 
preached a recantation sermon 
^bere. He, on the 15th of Feb. 
1 729, preached a sermon at Rat- 
plifFe, in Leicestershire, on his in- 
troduction to that cure; and all 
Xl\e$e sermons are in print. He is 
^Iso the author of one drama, 
palled 

Belteshazzar i or. The Heroic 
Jew. D.P. 12mo. 1727. 

(Iarrison, Wiluam. This 
duthor was a man of mean em- 
ployment, beii^g by trade no other 
than a patten-maker. Yet he was 
esteemed to be master of excellent 
natural parts. He wrote one play, 
'which, thoqgh it was never acted, 
probably from want of interest, is 
far from being devoid of merit 5 it 
is entitled 
The Pilgrims. J). P. 4to. 17OI. 
Harjiop, \Y. I'his writer wj^s 



a Kentish man, bom in vthe town 
which he has celebrated in a de- 
scriptive poem, called Sevenoke. 
4to. 1753. He likewise wrote one 
play, viz. 

The Paifiot. T. 8vo. 1769. 

Hart, Charles. A Scotch 
gentleman, who produced one 
play, acted at Edinburgh, called 

H^rminius and £spana. T.Svo. 
1754. 

Hartson, Hall, was a native 
of Irelan d ; and, if our informalioa 
be not erroneous, was brought up 
at the university of Dublin in the 
lowest rank of students. He was 
patronized, however, by the cele* 
brated Dr. Leland; who is supposed 
to have afibrded him material as- 
sistance in the only dramatic piece 
he has written. He quitted bis 
country in the character of tutor 
to a young gentleman of fortune, 
whom he accompanied to London. 
Before he had attained the age of 
thirty, he had made the tour of Eu- 
rope three times, and was deemed 
a young man of fine parts, great 
accomplishments, and amiable 
manners. He became acquainted 
with the celebrated Hugh Royd, 
who invited him to his house at 
Kenton Green, that he might have 
the benefit of change of air, being 
then of a consumptive habit ; but 
his malady was too £ir advanced 
to admit of any cure. After being 
many weeks at Kenton Green, 
Mr. Hartson returned to town, 
and died in a few days (March 
1773)» without leaving any other 
eftects than a few manuscript 
poems apd plays to Grijfin the 
-bookseller, whom he had appoint-^ 
ed his executor, and to whom he 
had been probably indebted. Boyd, 
knowing Hartson*s distressed cir- 
cumstances, called on Griffin, the 

moment he heard of his death, 

a;^4 hi^fpa^ely offered his servif ei; 
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terlffin bejged he would order and 
manage the funeral ; which, though 
at that time as much embarrassed 
as had. been his deceased friend, 
he generously did, an<i for which 
Griflfin afterwards refused to pay ; 
pleading, in excuse, that the ma- 
nuscripts were of no value. Not 
long before his death he published 
a poem^ entitled Youth. He al^o 
wrote 

The Countess of Salisbury, T. 
8vo. 1767. 

Harwood, Thomas, educated 
at Eton 5 afterwards of University 
College, Oxford, and master of 
Lichfield school. He published 
Annotations on Genesis, in one vo- 
lume, 8vo. 17895 two volumes of 
Sermons, 1794} and a 4to. volume 
(1797) called Alumid Etonenses; 
containing an account of the 
members of Eton College, from 
the year 1443 to 1/97. His claim 
to a place in the present w^ork 
arises from his having published 
^•ne play, viz. 

The Death of Dion. T. 8vo. 

1737. 

He was author of several let- 
ters in The Gentleman's Magazine, 
with the signature of Clio. He 
also penned Observations on the 
Writings of Dr,John^n\ but we 
know not whether these were ever 
published. He likewise wrote a 
tragedy which was performed at 
the Norwich Theatre in 17S7, but 
we have not heard its title. The 
author was then resident at Laven- 
feam, near Sudbury, Suffolk. 

Hatch ETT, William. This 
author was a performer on the 
stage, though he seems never to 
have risen to much eminence in 
that profession. He acted a part 
in bis first play, as did Mrs. Hay- 
wood, with whom he lived upon 
terms of friendship, and joined 
with her in converting Fielding's 
2 



Tom Thumlrinxo an opera. Be- 
sides this, he was the author of, 

1 . The Rival Father ; or. The 
Death of Achilles.. T. 6v6. 1730. 

2. The Chinese Orphan. H. T. 
8vo. 1741. 

Hathwaye, Richard. To 
this author are ascribed the follow- 
ing dramas : 

1. Arthur, King of England, 
Play. 1598. N. P. 

2. As Merry as may he. Play, 
1602. N.P. 

3. The Black Dog of Newgate, 
Play. 1602. N.P. 

4. The Boast of Billingss'ate. P. 
1602. N. P. 

>5. TheFortunateGeneraLTrenxik 
History. 1(502. N.P. 

Haughton, William, wrdiA 
the following dramatic pieces : 

1. A Woman will have her 
Will. Play. 1578. 4to. !63l. 
[See Englishmen for my Money , 
in Vol. II.] 

2. T/ie Arcadian Virgin. Play* 
1599. N. P. 

3. John Cox. Hr. 1599. N.p. 

4. Poor Man*s. Paradise. P, 

1599. N.P. 

5. Spanish Morris. P. 1599u- 
N.P. 

6. Thomas Merry. T. 1599. 

7. The English Fugitives. P. 

1600. N.P. 

8. Ferrex and Porrex. P. 16OO. 
N.P. 

9. Robin Hoods Penn*orths. P, 
1600. N.P. 

10. Seven Wise Masters. P. 

1600. N. P. 

11. Strange News out tf Pd^ 
land. P. 1600. N. P. 

12. The Conquest of Spain. 

1601. N.P. 

13. The Conquest of the WejH 
Indies. P. 16OI. N^P. 

14. Judas. P. 1601. N.P. 

15. Proud Woman of Antwerp, 
P, 1601. N. P, 
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16. 17. Six Clothiers of the West, ktion of Thorius*s Hymnits Tabad, 

P. In two Parts. 1601. N. P. and two dramatic pieces, the first 

18. Six Yeomen of the West, P. of which> it is pretty apparent from 

1601. N.P. the very title-page, met with but 

19. Thomas Dough. P. 16OI. indifferent success. They are eh- 
N.P. titled, 

20. Thomas Strowde. P. I6OJ. 1. The Rival Friends, C. 4to. 

21. William Cartwright. P. 1032. 

1602. N. P. 2. Senile Odium. C.12mo.l633. 

22. Patieni Onssel. C. 4to. Havard, William. Thisgeit- 

1603. tleman was an actor belonging to 
Haustbo^ Pbtsr. This gen- the Theatre Royal in Drury Lane. 

tleman was born at Oundle, in He was the son of a vintner in 

Northamptonshire; towards the be- Dublin, and served his time as ap- 

ginning of the reign of King James prentice to a surgeon ; but, having 

die First. He received his educa- an early inclination for the stage, 

tioD at Queen's College, Cam* he quitted the profesuon he was 

bridge^wbere^aft^passing through intended for, and engaged himself 

the proper exercises, he took his first at the theatre in Groodman'a 

4egree as master of arts; and, after Fields, from whence he removed 

quitting the university, entering to the Theatres Royal, in both 

into holy orders^ he became, first, of which he was at difierent times 

curate <k Uppinffbam, in Rutland- received. As an actor, he stood 

shire ; afterwards rector of Had- in very good estimation with the 

ham, in Hertfordshire, and vicar public. His person was comely 

of Gretton, in Northamptonshire, and genteel, his voice clear and 

where he accounted for the first articulate, and his critical judg^ 

i^uits, March 13« 1639. In 1641, roent, and perfect understanding 

he had a degree of doctor of divi- of the meaning of his author, 

nity conferred on him. shbne forth conspicuously in every 

' On the breaking out of the civil part he performed. He did not 

wars, he was made chaplain to want feeling -, but, from a degree 

Spencer £arl of Northampton, to of monotony, which seemed na~ 

whom he adhered in all his en- turai to his voice, he sometime 

gagements for the royal interest; fell short with respect to impas- 

snd was with him in the castle of sioned execution. He was, how* 

Banbury, in Oxfordshire, at the ever, always decent, sensible, and 

very time it made so vigprous^ d*- perfect, and acquired an ease in 

fence against the Parliament's force, his manner and deportment, which 

In that castle, as Wood, in his it is uncommon- to m6et with> and 

Fasti, informs us. Dr. Hausted which rendered him, if not a ca«- 

concluded his last moments in the pital, at least a very useful, per- 

year 1645, and was bqried within former; and if, on any occasion^ 

the precincts of it, or else in the necessity or accident threw him 

church belonging to Banbury. ' into parts which mi^t appear 

Both Langbaine and Woodgive above the rank of characters 

this author the character of a very which he usually filled, he eon* 

ingenious man, apd a good poet ; stantly made way through them 

all the testimonials we have extant with less disgust than some per^ 

pf the latter character arej, a transh fornK^ xvoufd have if>n^^ who,^ 
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with greater jKHrticolar beauties, aga increc»ing, he took leare of 

iotermingled an equal number of the theatre in form, in an epilogue 

glaring deformities. written and spoken by himself. 

As an author, Mr. Havard stood after the play of Zara^ in which 

jsearly in the same predicament Mr. Garrick acted for his benefit 

that be did as an actor; for, though He retired £rst to Islington ) bat 

rinuch inferk>r to our first-rate dra- being there not so near his friends 

.matists, he was at the same time as he wished, be returned to the 

as greatly superior to many whose lodgings he had formerly occupied 

pieces have^even met with success, in Tavistock Street, where, after a 

Good sense, correctness, and sen- lingering illness, he died the 20th 

jtbilily, ran through his writiogs ; of February 1 778, at the age of 

and though he did not astooish us 6S years, and was buried in Covent 

with the sublime flashes of a Shak* Garden churchyard, under a stone, 

speare, or touch our hearts with with the following epitaph, writ* 

the tender sensations of an Otway, ten by Mr. Garrick, as ''ATrt- 

jet he neither started out into the bute to the Memory of a Charac- 

puerile bombast of a Banks, nor ter he long kfiew and respected: 
•unkintotheunimpassionedprosai- « An honest man's the noblest • 

calcoldness of a Trapp. In a word, • work of God.' 

the sensible lesson of the medio tu- Havard from sorrow rests beneath thin 
iissipius ibis seemed to be the rulp stone; , ' ,. 

of Mr. Havard's conduct, both on ^" fenSwH^ <» as soon as 

^ stage and in the study j and, HoweVr dXtive in the mimic art, 

indeed, he appeared to have suffix in real life he justly play'd his part ! 

.ciently availed himself of an adhe« The noblest character he acted well, 

i^ce to this maxim j the silent And Heay'n applauded— when the cat. 
attention constantly paid to his tam fell." 

performance in the theatre avooch- Previous to Mr. Havard*s bene» 

iug the truth of it on the one hand ; fit, in 1752, the celebrated Henry 

and the success his dramatic pieces. Fielding inserted the following eu- 

especially one ofthem, met with on ' logium on him, in The Covent 

their r^pjresentation, evincing it on Garden Journal, No. 23 : 
Che oth^. The names of his plays, *' Mr. Havard is the successor 

which are four in number, aie as '' of the first Mr. Mills, in most of 

follow : - , ''his parts on the stage, and he 

1. Seanderbeg. T. Svo. 1733< " no less resembles the character 

2. King Charles the First, H.T. " of Mr. Mills in his life, being a 
0VO, 1737» *' sober, worthy, honest man. 

3. Hegulus. T. Svo. 1744. '* The good judgment of the 

4. The Elopement, F, 1763. *' managers shows itself therefore 
N. P. " in their disposition of those parti 

Mr. Havard was moreover, in "to Mr. Havard*s share, where 

hi» private character, extremely " all the amiable qualities of hur* 

amiable 9 being polite, humane, and '* man nature are to be displayed) 

friendly. In a word, he was ge- " since he who exerts these qua» 

neraliy esteemed and beloved by " lities in private life is the most 

all who knew him. He continued *' likely to represent them well ob 

on the st^ until the year I769; '' the ttage; such are Horatio; 

when^ Ending the infirmities (k " Xhe Friar, in Borneo and JuHei, 
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" S^c. Mr. Havard says, Mr. Gar- Tfie Country JFedding arid Skim' 

** rick always acts the part of my minjrton, T.C.P. F. O. 8vo. 1729. 

" friend, and whether on the stage Afterwards called 

** or off I never desire a better. The Wedding, 

" Characters of this kind (as Hawkesworth, , a gen* 

*^ well the real as the personated) tlenian of Trinity College, Cara- 

*^ seldom strike us in a very glar- bridge, is the reputed author of a 

" ing light, or carry off any loud Latin play, acted before King 

*' applause on the theatre or in the James, and called 

** world; but in both cases they Lahyrinthtts, C. 12mo. I63d. 

** never fail to please the good and Hawkesworth, John, LL.D. 

*' truly judicious 5 and in both This gentleman was born in the 

^' ca^es there must be great merit year 1716. Early in life he was 

** to preserve such a character, and clerk to an attorney. He was like- 

*' to support it well throughout, wise of the sect of Presbyteriaiw, 

'* I have heard it further said of andamemberofthecelebratedTom 

^* Mr, Havard, that no man feels Bradbury's meeting, from which 

an obligation with more warmth, he was expelled for some irregu- 

while none can be less suscep- larities. He afterwards devoted hfs 

tible of any little injury done to attention to literature, and became 

*' his theatrical abilities. Here an author of considerable eminence. 

*' another parallel may be drawn In 174Q, 7, 8, and p, he was a 

•' between this amiable kind of poetical contributor to The Gentk' 

" character in life, and on the man*s Magazine, under the ficti- 

*' stage. In both it is often op- tious nameof GrrtriV/e. We must 

" pressed by the forward, the iq- also mention his translation of Te* 

^' solent, and the worthless. I am lemachus, 4to. and his novel of AU 

*' afraid Mr. Havard hath ej^pe- moran and Hamet, He likewise 

•' rienced some such treatment, in distinguished himself as editor and 

*' having his benefit so long post- chief writer of a series of periodi- 

** poned 5 since, except Mr. Gar- cal essays, under the title of The 

*' rick, I do not know that he Adventurer. His degree of LL.p. 

*' hath any superior in tragedy, at was given him, honoris gratia, by 

•* that house. Archbishop Herring. He would 

" However my readers may have practised in the commons; 

*' agree with me in this," there but that was opposed by the uni- 

*' are few, I am convinced, who versity doctors. The story of his 

" will not think it a great addi- Almoran and Hamet has been 

*' tion to their entertainment, on brought on the stage by Mr. Pratt, , 

♦'Saturday next, to reflect that in his Fair Circassian. Dr. H. 

*' they are contributory to the originally wrote it in 1756, as a 

•' ease and to the happiness of a drama in three actsj which Mr. 

" sensible, modest, and good-na- Garrick would have brought on 

*• tured man ; and of that family the stxige, had he not been afraid of 

*' of which he is the " worthy the expense of decorations, trahs- 

•• master." formations, &c. having just lost 

* Hawker, Essex. This author 40001. by The Chinese Festival. In 

was a performer at the Theatre in the early part of his life, Hawkes- 

Lihcoln's Inn fields, and produce^ worth's circumstances were rather 

pne piece, called ^ iponfined. He resided spme i\m^ 
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at firoililey^ in Kent, where his 
wife kept a boarding-school, which 
they relinquished in order lo ac- 
cbnimodate two women of for- 
tune who came to reside with 
them. He afterwards became 
known to a lady who had great 
property and interest ia the East 
India company, and through her 
means was chosen a director of 
that body. When the design of 
compiling a narrative of the dis- 
coveries in the South Seas was 
suggested, he was recommended 
as a proper person to be employ- , 
ed on the occasion. This task he" 
executed, and is said to have re- 
ceived for it the enormous sum of 
6OOOL His work, however, though 
written with elegance, whether 
through want of accuracy in the 
narrative, or from some notions 
which were propagated in it of 
an hetero<lox cast, or on account 
of particular occurrences too lux- 
uriantly described^ did not afford 
that complete satisfaction which 
was expected from it. In conse- 
quence of his situation as an East 
Itidia director, and of his connex- 
ion with the Admiralty while 
writing the above work, it has 
been suggested that he injured his. 
health by too freely indulging in 
the pleasures qf the table, which 
brought on a fever, of which he 
died at a friend's house in Lime 
Street, Nov. 17, 1773, He is 
the author of, 

1. jimphytrion, C. altered, 
8lro. 175Q. 

2. Oroonoko. T. altered, 8V0. 

1759. 
8. ZimTU Orat. 4to. \7Q0. 

4. Edgar and Emmeline. rairy 
Xale. 8vo. 176I. 

5. The Pall of Egypt. Orat. 
4to. 1774. 

Hawkins, William. An au- 
thor of the 17th century, who was 



master of Hadleigh school, an^ 
while in tlwt capacity wrote for 
the use of his scholars one pie/:tt, 
called, 

Apollo skrQvivg, C. Svo, 16274 
He also published, *' Corolla . 
'* varia contexta per Guil. Hau- 
'^ kinum scholarcham Hadleia- 
'' num in agro Suffolcienci. Can- 
" tabr. ap. Tho. Buck;* 1634. 
12mo. 

Hawkins, William. This 
gentleman was son to the cele- 
brated Serjeant Hawkins, whose 
excellent treatise on the crown 
law is in great estimation among 
the professors of that branch of 
jurisprudence. He received his 
education at the university of 
Oxford, where he was sometirod 
fellow of Pembroke College, and 
took the degree of master of arts 
April 10, 1744. On the resigna- 
tion of the poetry professorship by 
Dr. Lowth, he succeeded him 
June 6, 1751. Besides his dra« 
matic works, he is the author of 
several other performances, par-^ 
ticularly 3 vols, of Miscellanies, 
Svo. 17^83 a translation in blank 
verse of part of the j^neid of 
Virgil J Sermons; and Poems on 
varioTis Subjects, 12mo. 1782. He 
was rector of Little Casterton in 
Rutlandshire ; and at the time of 
his death, in- July 1801, vicar of 
Whitechurch, Dorsetshire. His 
plays are, 

1. Henry and Rosamond, T-r 
Svo. 1749; Svo. 1758. 

2. The Siege of Aleppo. T. SvOr 
1758. 

3. Cymheline. T. Svo. 1 759. 
The last of these is only an al-^ 

teration of a tragedy of the im- 
mortal Shakspeare ; in which 
indeed it were to be wished that 
he had either fixed on the story 
only, and made the conduct and 
language of it entirely his gwo. 
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or else that he had t^ken some- 
what less liberty with his original ; 
since, as it now stands, there ap- 
pears too great a dissimilarity be- 
tween the difierent parts of it, to 
render it pleasing, either as the 
work of Shakspeare or of Mr. 
Hawkins. 

The other pieces, which may 
more properly be called his own, 
are far from wanting merit. 

In his Essay on Genius, he has 
thus drawn his own character: 

•* For roe, howc'er I covtt lasttng"^ 

fsme, I 

** Ami pant with longings for a poet's [ 

name, . j 

*' Yet, let my soul confess a nobler j 

aim! J 

** Give me, kind Heav'n, still higher 

points to reach ; 
** Give me to practice what I strive to 

teach ; 
** My standing rules of daily conduct be 
*< Fakh, honour, justice, candoUr, 

charity ; 
*< Caieless of false, reproach, or vain 

applause, 
** Be worth ray eulogy, and truth my 

cause. 
**'0 may I wield an independent pen, 
*' A friend to virtue — not a tool to meJs ; 
** In perseverance placing all my glory ; 
*^ While Tories, Whigs, and all men 

call me Tory! 
** Warm in my breast may patriot pas- 
sion glow, 
*' Righteous resentment of my country's 

woe; 
'< With voice and heart for ever may I 

stand 
** 'Gainst vermin that devour my native 

land; 
** And in one wish my wishes centred 

be, * 

" That I may live to hail my country 

free." 

'Hawkins, W. Of this person 
we know no more than that he 
"Was a frequent contributor to the 
amusements of Vauxhall, and 
published in 17B6, l2mo. a small 
collection of Poems, eU^y Pas^ 
f4ral, in Whkh was ifidaded 



The EnUsied Shepherds. A Pas- 
toral Drama. Written in 178O. 

Hawlino, Francis. Of this 
author's dramatic works no speci- 
men remains, nor have we been 
able to collect any circumstances 
concerning him. In the year 
17^1 he published the first part 
of A Miscellany of original 
Pdems ; and in the preface men- 
tioned an intention of producing 
anothef' collection, in which were 
to be contained, 

1. Seventeen Hundred and 
Twenty ; or. The Historic, Satiric, 
Tragi'Comic Humours of Ex' 
change- ytlley. 1 723 . 

2. The Indian Emperor -^ or. 
The Conquest of Peru hy the Spa- 
niards. T, 1728. 

This proposed publication, we 
believe, never appeared. 

InMears*sCatalogue> 172^* two 
other pieces by him are mention* 
ed, viz. 

3. The Impertinent Lovers. C, 

4. // should have come sootier. 
Farce. 

Hayes, Samix^l, was bom in 
^7^99 and educated at Westmin- 
ster school; to which he was ad- 
mitted in 1763. He afterwards 
in 1767 removed to Trinity Col- 
lege, Cambridge^ of which he 
became Fellow. In 1770 he was 
chosen one of the ushers of West- 
minster school, but resigned this 
sittiation a short thhe before his 
death, which happened about 
1795. He obtained the prizes for 
several of the poems directed by 
Mr., Seaton's w'dl j and while at 
school, in conjunction with Ro- 
bert Carr, wrote one piece, called 

Eugenia. T. Svo. 1766. 

Haylby, George, was author 

of 

The Chocolate Makers. Int«8vo. 

1759. 
HayleyVWiluam; This gen- 
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tn was born at Chichester in 
3er 17453 his father being 
las (the only son of Thomas 
By, Dean of Chichester), 
bis mother Mary, daughter 
olonel Yates, M. P. for that 

He lost his father before 
isid reached his third year, 
was therefore indebted to his 
ler for the rudiments of edu- 
n. 

ir poet was sent early to 
ston school, where he suf- 

from an epidemical fever; 
is recovery, and after years 
iness and decrepitude, he had 
mestic tutor, who prepared 
for Eton ; on leaving which 
>1 be was entered of Trinity 
, Cambridge; and. while 
) printed the first poem 
vn to have been written by 
: this was an Ode presented 
w Majesty on the Birth of the 
ce of Wales, and inserted in 
Hambridga Collection ; but it 
also be found in The Gentle^ 
s Magazine, vol. xxxiii. p.^ 

Oh quitting the university 
Kissed* some months in Scot- 
5 and", in 17^9, married Eli- 
th, daughter of the Rev« Tho. 

Dean of Cliichester ; which 
died Nov. S, 1797, having 
ished a translation of the 
chioness Lambert's Essays on 
idship and Old jige, Svo. 
); which is executed with 
i sptctt and fidelity 3 she also 
ished . Tne Triumpk of Ac* 
ntanc/s over Friendship, anEs", 
for the Times, 12mo. 1796. 
fter residing a few years in 
ion, he settled, in 1774, at 
ham, in his native county, 
re hestiU continues to reside. 
I J 778 J Mr. Hay ley produ- 
without his name, APoeticul 
tie to an eminent Painter (Mr. 
mey) 3 in 1779> ^ Epistle 



to Admiral Keppel, 4to. and Ait 
Elegy on the Andent Greek Model, 
4to. [Neither of the two last*- 
mentioned pieces, however, ai-e 
included in the collected edition 
of his works.] In 178O he gave 
the public An Epistle to a Friend 
on the Death of John Th&rnion, 
Esq. 4to. ; and An Essay on His* 
tory, in Three Epistles to Edward 
Gibbon, Esq, 4to. In 178I, An 
Ode inscribed to John Howard, 
Esq, 4to. 3 and The Triumphs of 
Temper, an admirable poem in 
six cantos, 4to. In 1782, An Es" 
say on Epic Poetry, in Jive Epis" 
ties to the Rev. Mr. Mason, 4to. 

Mr. Hayiey has since given to 
the world a very amusing work> 
entitled An Essay on Old Maids 3 a 
novel called The Young JVidow^ 
An Elegy on Sir William Jones ; 
a Life of Milton-, Memoirs cf' 
JVilliam Cowper, Esq, 5 &c. &c. 3 . 
but his claim to notice in the pre- 
sent work is founded on the fol- 
lowing dramatic productions : 

1. Happy Prescription, C. 4to- 
1784. 

2. LordRussel. T. 4to. 1784. 

3. Marcella, T. 4to. 1784. 

4. The Mausoleum, C. 4to. 
1784. 

5. The Two Connoisseurs, C. 
4to* 1784. 

5. Eudora, T. 179O. N. P. 

The works of Mr. Hayiey are 
calculated to impress the most fa- 
vourable opinion of him as a 
man 3 and, if we are not misin-- 
formed, his manners are in perfect • 
unison with the sentiments that' 
his writings inculcate. 

Haywood, Mrs. Eliza. This 
lady was perhaps the most voiu- - 
minous female writer this king^- 
dom ever produced. JEier genius^ 
lay chiefly in the novel' depart- 
ment of writing. In the early part 
of her life her natural vivadty^p 
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ker sex*s constitutioDal fondness 
for gallantry, and the passion 
which then prevailed in the pub- 
lic taste for personal scandal, and 
diving into the intrigues of the 
great, guided her pen to works in 
■which a spope was given for great 
licentiousness. The celebrated 
Alalantis of Mrs. Manley served 
hef for a model, and The Court of 
Caramania, The New Utopia, and 
some other pieces of a like ixiture, 
tvere the copies her genius pro- 
duced. Whether the looseness of 
the pieces themselves^ or some 
more private reasons, provoked 
the resentment of Mr. Pope against 
her, we cannot pretend to deter- 
mine J but certain it is, that that 
great poet has taken some pains 
to perpetuate her name to immor- 
tal infamy ; having, in his Djin- 
dad, proposed her as one of the 
prizes to be run for in the games 
instituted in honour of the inau- 
guration of the monarch of Dul- 
ness. To this, however, we own 
we cannot- readily subscribe > for, 
although we should be far from 
vindicating the libertinism of her 
subjects, or the exposing with ag- 
gravation to the public the private- 
errors of individuals, yet we think 
it cannot be denied that there is 
great spirit and ingenuity in Mrs. 
Hnywood*s manncV of ireatibg 
subjects, which the friends of 
virtue may perhaps wish she had 
never entered on at all j and that 
in those of her novels where per- 
sonal character has not been ad- . 
tnitted to take place, and where 
the stories have been of her own ^ 
creation, such as her Loi>e in Ex- \ 
€€ss, Fruitless Enquiry^, &c. she 
has given proofs of great inven- 
tive powers, and a perfect know- 
ledge of the affectiona of the hu- \ 
man heart. And thus much must 
he granted iu her" favour^ that 



whatever liberty she might at ^tiA 
give to her pen, to the offence 
either of morality or delicacy, she 
seemed to be soon convinced o( 
her error, and determined not 
only to reform^ but even atone 
for it 3 since, in the numerous 
volumes whicii she gave to the 
world towards the letter part of 
her life^ no author has appeared 
more the votary of virtue, nor are 
there any novels in which a stricter 
purity, or a greater delicacy of 
sentiment, has been preserved. It 
may pot, perhaps, be unacceptable 
in this place to point oot what 
these latter works were, as they 
are very voluminous, and are not 
perfectly known to every one. 
They may, ^ therefore, though 
somewhat foreign to the purport 
of this work, be found in tb6 
following list, viz* 

The Feinale Spectator y 4 vols. 

Epistles for the Ladies, 2 vols*- 

Fortunate Foundling, 1 vol. 

Adventures of Nature, 1 vol. 

History of Betsy TkcughtlesSi 
4 vols* 

Jenny and Jemmy JeSsamy, 9^ 
vols. 

Invisible Spy, 2 vols. 

Husband and Wife, 2 vols, 
and a pamphlet, entitled, 

A Present for a Servant Maid. 
When young she dabbled in dra- 
matic poetry j bnt with no great 
success J none ot her plays either 
meeting with much approbation 
at the first, or having been ad- 
milted to repetition since. Their 
titles are as follow : 

J. Fair Captive, T. 8vo. 1721. 

2. irife to be let. C. 8vo- 
1724. 

3*. Frederick Duie of Brunswick 
Lunenburgh. ^. 8vo. 1729. 

4. Opera of Optrds (joined 
with Mr. Hatchett). Svo. 173^ 

She had also au inclioatlon for 
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:heatre as a perforaier, and 
>n the stage at Dublin in the 
1715. She likewise acted a 
ipal part in Iver own comedy 
le Wife to be let ; and her 
i stands in the dram. pers. of a 
dy, entitled. The Rival Fa- 
written by Mr. Hatchett, a 
eman with whom she ap- 
to have had a close literary 
acy. 

to the circumstances of Mrs. 
irood's life, very little, light 
» to appear ', for, though the 
I was inclinable, probably in- 
l by the general tenour of 
arlier writings, to affix on 
he character of a lady of 
itry, yet we have never heard 
y particular intrigues or con- 
ns directly laid to her charge ; 
lave been credibly informe^d 
from a supposition of some 
•per liberties being taken 
ier character after dieath, by 
ntermixture of truth and 
ood with her history, she 
solemn injunction on a per- 
vho ^as well acquainted 
ill the particulars of it, not 
iimunicate to any one the 
Circumstance relating to her. 
e have been able to learn is, 
ler father was in the mer- 
; way j that she %vas born 
)don ; and that at the time 
• death, which was on the 
February 17^6, she was 
sixty -three years of age. 
:h respect to her genius and 
?8, her works, which are 
lUmerous, must stand in evi- 
: as to her personal charac- 
e learn, that she was good- 
d, affable, lively, and enter- 
r ; and that, whatever errors 
tght in any respect have run 
i her youthful days, she was, 
re mature age, remarkable 
; most rigid and scrupulous 
. I. 
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decorum, delicacy, atid prudence/ 
both with respect to her conduct 
and conversation. 

Hazard; Joseph. This gen- 
tleman was son of a person whose 
name was known over the greater 
part of the kingdom, as one of 
the favourite retailers of chances 
in our state-lotteries. He was 
educated at Lincoln College, in 
Oxford, and, when a mere boy, 
produced one drama, entitled 

Redowald, M. Printed by sub- 
scription at Chelmsford, 12mo. 

I7f7: 

Head, Richard. This author 
was the son of a minister in Ire- 
land, who being murdered, among 
many thousands more, .in the 
dreadful massacre in that king- 
dom in 1641, Mrs. Head, with 
this son, then but young, came 
over to England j where, having 
been trained up in learning, he 
was sent, through the friendship 
of some persons who had had a 
regard for his father, to Oxford, 
and completed his studies in the - 
very same college that his father 
had formerly belonged to. His 
circumstances, however, being 
mean, he was taken away from 
the university before he had got 
any degree, and was bound ap- 
prentice to a bookseller, and 
when out of ^is time married, 
and set up for himself; but hav- 
ing a strong propensity to two 
pernicious passions, viz. poetry 
and gaming, the one of which it 
for the most part unprofitable, 
and the other almost always de- 
structive, he^ quickly ruined his 
circumstances, and was obliged to 
retire for a time to Ireland. Here 
he wrote his only dramatic piece, , 
which was entitled 

Hie et ubique^ C. 4to. 1 663* 

By this piece ne acquired very 

great reputation and some money i 
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en 'whick he returned to England, 
repriuted his comedy, and dedi- 
cated ^t to ,the Duke of Mon-. 
mouth 3 bfut, meeting with no en- 
couragement, he once more had 
recourse to his trade of booksell- 
ing. But, no sopner had he a 
little recovered himself, than he 
again lent an ear to the syren ial- 
luremeiits of pleasure and poetry, 
in the latter of which he seems 
never to have made any great 
proficiency. He failed a second 
time in the world *, on which he 
had again recourse to his pen for 
support, and wrote several dif- 
ferent pieces, particularly the first 
part of The English Rogue -y in 
which, however, he had given 
scope to so much licentiousness, 
that he could not get an impri- 



matur granted to it, till he had castle. 
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the shores of Africsa. Hi^'widow b6f« 
longed to the Drur^Lane comp#ny^ 
many years, and latterly peiform* 
ed the characters of old wpmen. 
She died about the year I709. A 
daughter of theirs was brought 
up to the stage at Drury Lane 
from her infancy j her first cha- 
racters having . been the Duke of 
York (Richard IIl.J, ?Sige {Or- 
phanj, &c. At the Hay market 
Theatre she first attempted cha- 
racters of more importance, and 
met with some approbation in 
both the hoyden and sentimental 
hue. She was always a usefiil 
actress, being a ready substitute 
in case of indisposition or absence* 
Having been dismissed from Drury 
Lane in 180\, Miss Heard joined 
Mr. Kemble*s company at New- 



expunged some of the loosest 
descriptions from it. To this first 
part three more were afterwards 
added by Mr. Head, in conjunc- 
tion with Mr, Francis Kirkman, 
who had also been his partner in 
trade. 

The business of an author, how- 
ever, and its emoluments^ being 
very precarious, it appears from 
Winstanley, who was personally 
acquainted with him, that he af- 
terwards met with a great many 
crosses and afflictions, and was at 
last cast away at sea as he was 
going to the Isle of Wight, in the 
year 1(578, 

Heard, William, was the 
son of a bookseller who lived in 
Piccadilly j and v/ rote two drama- 
tic pieces, called, 

1. The Snuff'Box', or, A Trip 
ioBath, C.Vvo. 1775. 

2. Falentihe*s Day. M. D. 

avo. 1776. 

Mr. Heard was bred to the 
medical profession, and was au- 
thor of several poem*s. He died 
It ihiQ early age of thirty-four, on 



Heaetwell, HB)f«T. A gen- 
tleman of property, who has 
amused the public by the prodnc- 
tion of two dramatic pieces } of 
which, however, the last-men- 
tioned is only an alteration (thotigil 
a very material one) of the fornner, 
to adapt it for representation at 
the Haymarket theatre $ in wbic^ 
process he received .assistance froRi 
the taste and judgment of ^r. 
Colman. 

1. The PrisQner,' CO. 8vo;17P9. 

2. The Castle of Sorrento. C.O^ 
8vo. 1799. 

Heminge, William, was. son 
of John Heminge, the famous 
player, who was contemporary 
with Shakspeare, and* whose name 
we find, together with that of 
Condell, signed to the Dedication, 
and Address to the Reader, pre* 
fixed to the folio edition of that 
author's works. He was bcMrn in 
Aldermanbury, London ; bap- 
tized October 3, 1^2; and're- 
c^Ved his education at 'Christ 
Church-College, ki Oxford, wher* 
hew-as entered as a student i&i tfao 
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lyissLT iMlli m^ mM§%S took his mem Hi tl^e last year of iKiag 

degi^ee of Master of Arts. In WiJliam, and continued in tliat 

Marclt l^3^'2-3 lie produced a co- assembly until his death. Being 

medy, not prin|ed« oalledj . on all occasions a zealous a^serter 

1. The Courdng ef the Hare; of liberty, he was the oiover of 
vir,TheMadmp' the addijess Sfor pronaoting I^^ir. 
And the ibtlo^^ing, which have Hoadly, and occasionally assisted 
Appeared in print: in same? Whig publication?. He 

2. The Fatal ContracU T. 4to. affected a low simplicity in his 
1653» writings, ^nd was remarkably 

a. The, Jews* Tragedy, 4to. happy in touching the naaoners 

.1662. • and passions. He died much Ja- 

4. The Eunuch, T. 4to. 1687. -raented in August 1711. Amongst 

(N. B. This is only the title by other performances, he is said Ijy 

which the secorid-mentioi\ed play the writer of his life to have al- 

Was revived in the year 1687.) most finished 

Hekjqerson, Ajsdrew, a Alexander. Op^ra, set to mu- 

Scotchman, who once kept a . sic by PurcelL N. P. 

booksellers shop in Westminster Henry, Jojin, was some time 

Hall. In the title*^pages of his ago manager of the. jtheatrp in Pbi- 

perfofmances, which are very nu- .ladelphia. He appeared on the 

merous, he styles himself A. M. stage at Prury Lane, in Opt, 1779/ 

He published a History of the :as Othello, but soon quitted the 

Scotch Rebellion, and one dra- Jtingdom. He was author of 

matic piece, called A School for Soldiers ; or, • The 

^mwo^. T. 8vo. N.D. [J752.] D^^erter. D. P. 8vo.. 17^3. 

Henley, Anthony, father of Printed at Kingston in Jamaica. 

Lord Chancellor Morthington, Herbert,, Mary^ Countess 

was bred at Oxford, where he .of Pembroke. This noble fe- 

distinguished himself by an early male author was wife of Henry 

taste for polite literature, and an Earl of Pembroke, and lived in the 

intimate acquaintance with the reigns of Queen Elizabetlx aqd 

tuici;erit poets 5 which naturally King. James I. » She was also, the 

exciting a congenial spirit, he sisterofth&famous Sir Philip 5yd- 

became no inconsiderable writer, ney, to whom that great genius 

Possessed of an ample^fortune, and dedicated his well-known ro- 

in high favour at the court of .mance called the Arcadia^ ^d 

King William, he. lived in the from whoa> it has been almost 

greatest familiarity with those of ootistantly named the Countess; of 

the first rank for quality and. .wit j Peipabroke's Arcadia. Th^s cir- 

but at that, lime seems to have cumstance was oiP itself sufBcient 

aVQided interfering in politics, to have entailed invnortality on 

He had something of the charac- her memory; but her merits stopd 

ter of Tibullus, and, except his in need of.no 4e>>v^ honour, 

>xtravagance, possessed all his being in th^rhselves entitled ^ to 

'other qualities 5 his indolence, his the highest praise and commenda- 

gallantry, his wit, his humanity, tion. She was not only a lov^r of 

hist generosity, his learning, his the Muses, but also a great en- 

taiste* for letters. He consented to coutager of polite literature; ^a 

be chosen a member, cf parlia- quality not very frequently no^t 
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tvitb among the fair. And, not *' vantage than wh«t be 

<:onteDted with afFordiug her sane- '' from the partial benevolence of 
tion to those talents in others, she " fortune in making him a man ; 

was careful to cultivate thero, and ** which yet she did, in tome 

set an example of the use of them, •' judgments, recompense in 

, in her own person. In the dra* '* beauty, her pen being nothing 
' matic way, on which account she ** short of his, at I am ready to 

is entitled to a place here, she '* attest, so far at so inferior a 

translated one piece from the '* reason may be taken, having 

French, called " seen incomparable letters of 

Jnhnie. T. I2mo. and 4 to. '' hers. But, lest I shoold seem 

1595. ** to trespass upon truth, which 

Coxeter says, tliat, with the as- ** few do unsubomed (as I protest 

•istance of her lord's chaplain. Dr. " I am, unless by her rhetoric), 

Gervase Babington, afterwards bi- ** I shall leave the world her ept- 

shop of Exeter, she made an exact *' taph, in whidi the author doth 

translation of the Psalms of David '' manifest himself a poet in all 

into English metre. He, how* ** things but untruth.'* 

ever, makes a query as to their Underaotth this sable hearse 

being ever printed; but Wood Liet the subject of all verse ; 

CAthen. Oxon. vol. i. p. 184) as- Sydney's sister, Pteaibii>ke*s mother, 

cribes such a translation to her ^aUi !eie thou kiirst such anothci, 

brother Sir Philip Sydney, and ^r?Ki,{?:?^".f "«'*' 

mforms us that it is m MS. m the Marble piles let no man laiae 

library of the Earl of Pembroke at To her fune,— for after-days 

Wilton, curiously bound in a ^me kind woman, bom as she, 

crimson velvet cover, left thereto ?5^.*"S '*^"» ^'^ ^'^» 

bv this ladv ^^^^ ^"™ •"^•^' ■"** become 

v/ uiia Aoujr. Both her mourner, and her tomb. 
Some Psalms by her are, how- ' 

ever, printed in Mr. Harrington's Herbbat, , a performer 

Nug€B Antiquce, 3 vols. 12mo. on the Dublin stage, and who on 

1779. the 11th of October 1804, miKle 

In what year she was bom we his appearance atCovent Garden 
have not been able to trace ; but theatre. To him is ascribed, 
she was married in 1576. She though not without some doubt, 
died at her house in Aldersgate Trjml*s AIL Com. 1802. 
Street, London, Sept. 25, 1021, We have heard, that Herbert is 
and lies buried in the cathedral only the stage name of this un- 
church of Salisbury, amicmg the tleman, and that hit real name is 
graves of the Pembroke family. Jhurling. 

We cannot close our account of Hbboit, Robbrt, was born in 

this most excellent lady better Dumfries-shire about the year 

than by transcribing the diaracter 17^ After the usual routine of 

given of her by Francis Osbom, parochial education, he came to 

in his Memoirs of the Reign of kdinbur^h, and by his assiduity 

JRng James, paragraph 24. as a private teacher, was not only 

«' She was (says he) that sister enabled to become a preacher, 

'' of Sir Philip Sydney to whom bat also went tbroogb a course 

«^ he addressed his Arcadia, and of the oiedical classes. Being a 

'' of whom he had no other ad<* man of .pnuaisiiq^ abilities^ he 
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"tVas patronized by Dr. Bli|tr> who among men of literary genias 
appointed him his assistant^ in unhappily too cpnimon^ though 
which capacity he officiated for not the less to be deplored. Mr. 
seme time. He was a n^an of Heron published^ in the dramatic 
multifarious erudition; and da- way, 

ring his residence in Scotland was 1. Si, Kilda in Edinburgh, M. 
a good deal employed by the F. Svo. 1 798. 
booksellers in Edinburgh, chiefly 2. Pixarra. T. 8vo. l^pQ. 
as a translator. Besides iht ArU" Hbrvby, John Lord. This 
hian Tales, being a continuation nobleman was the second son of 
of The Arabian Nights Entertain^' John, the first Earl of Bristol, 
menis, he translated Niebuhr*t and, on the death of his elder 
Travels through Araina, Vc,\ brother, heir to the title ; which. 
Letters between General DumoU'* however, he did not enjoy, as he 
rier and Pache\ and Carat's Me^ was survived by his father. He 
imohrs of the RevoUtkn^ In 1793 was born October 15, l6g6, and 
he published Observaiums made in yery early became an attendant 
« Journey through the Western on the court, being appointed, on 
Counties of Scotlwd^ and in 1 794 the 7th of November IJIA^, gen* 
began his lUstory of Scotland^ tleman of the bedchamber to the 
which was afterwacds completed Prince of Wales, afterwards 
hi $ vols, Svo, Mr. Heron also George the Second. In the year 
commenced a popular work, call- 17'^^ h'e was chosen member for 
ed The Universal Traveller, but St. Edmund's Bury, which place 
did not finish it ; and was a con- he continued to- represent until he 
siderable- contributor to the New was called up to the Houae of 
£ncyclopeedia Britannica. His Lords. On the 6th of May lyao, 
views of church preferment not he was appointed Vice-ClianAbbr* 
answering his expectations, be lain of His Majesty's household^* 
abandoned his native country, and espousing the cause of the 
and came to London, where his then ministry, of which Sir Ro- 
taknts soon procured him the ^ bert Walpole was at the head, he 
countenance of some eminent exerted all the force of his pen 
booksellers, as well as the friend- and his eloquence in support of 
ship of literary men. He was the measures of that administra* 
for a short time editor of The tion. Mr. Walpole says, his 
British Press and Globe, daily pamphlets are equal to any that 
papers established by the book- were ever written. On account 
sellers. In i8(K>, he commenced of one of them, called Sedkion 
a newspaper entitled The Fam&; and Defamation displayed, he was 
but the undertaking did not sue- tavolved in a duel, the'25th of 
ceed; and its failure involved him January 1731, with the Earl of 
in pecuniary difficulties, that nro- Bath, then Mr. Pnlteney, in which 
bably superinduced that fever neither of the parlies received any 
which on the 13th April I8O7 injury. On the .12th of June 
put an end to his life in the Fever 1733, he was called up to the 
Institution. . His fate adds one House of Peers by writ, and on 
more to the numerous examples the 1st of May 174O had the ' 
of the melancholy consequences custody of the privy seal delivered. 
ff want of prudm)ce } s^ defect^ to him. He continued steadily 
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atta6hed to the fortutie of his friend that genflemao, ' and complains of 
Sir Robert Walpole } and when having been neglected' by him. 
that minister was driven from his He^however»confes8es>thathebad 
post, he resigned also his employ- t misbehaved liiiiiself, and bad ven- 
ment, and opposed the new ad- turfed some mfoney bek>Dging to hi» 
ministration* during the short re- father atthe groom-port«r'6ywhich 
mainder of his life, which ended had finished his ruin. He pro- 
August 5, 1743. His Lordship fesses himself also on the point of 
was unluckily engaged in a con- leaving the kingdom with a reso* 
troversy with Mr. Pope, who, be- lution of never returning, unless 
sides a very severe letter in prose- fortune put it in bis power to pur-. 
pointed in his works, and some chase land, and live retired, 
incidental notices, has drawn his Hrv, Richi^rd, of the Middks 
character under the name of Sporus, Temple, an author still living, is 
in the Epistle to Dr. Arbuthnot, 9 doctor of laws, and fellow of 
with all the virulence of an en- Magdalen College, Cambridge. He 
raged author. Lord Hervey was distinguished himself at tlie uni- 
particularly remarkable for the versity by obtaining prizes for 
elegance of bis dress. He left thre^ excellent dissertations, on 
many manuscripts behind him. Gaming, Duelling, and Suicide, 
wbich have not been yet printed 5 abodt the years 1783-5. In 179^ 
and, among the rest, he wrote a very judicious answer 

Jigrippina, Trag. to Paine*s Rights of Man, which 

Hewetson, W. Br This gen- he demonstrates to be a system of 

tlemanr who is, we believe, a despotism and tyranny:, this he 

captain in- His Majesty's service, called Happiness and Rights, In 

has produced one dramatic piece, 1 796, he published ErfiTf^ion, 3 vols, 

called ■ *•' - 12mo. ; but his claim to notice in 

The Blind Boy, Mel. Dr. 8vo. this work is founded on 

1808. The Capfwe Monarch, T. ^vo, 

HewItt, John, was the au- 1794. 

thor of three plays, entitled, Heylin, Petee. This author 

1 . The Fair Rivals: T. 8vo. is better known for his polemical 
1729. than poetical works. He was born 

2. Faktl Falshaod] or, Distressed at Burford. in Oxfordshire, on the 
fnnofcnce. T. 8vb. N.D. [1734.] 29tli of November }5g9, and re-y- 

3. A Tutor for the Beaus ; or, ceiyed his education at the free- 
Love in a Labyrinth, C. 8vo. J 737* school of the same town. At the 

Of this author we dp not know age of fourteen he was placed at 

^ny particulars with certainty, but Hart Hall, and two years after be- 

i magi ne him to be the same person came demy of Magdalen College* 

who, in 17*27, published a Collec- la October I6J7, he took the&- 

tion of Miscellanies in prose and greeofB.A. ; and in the year fol-i 

verse, at Bristol, under the name lowing was chosen perpetual fellow 

of John Hewitt. In the dedica- of the said hous^. He was made 

tion of this volume to James deacon and priest by Dr. Howson,, 

Hewitt, Esq. second commissioner Bishop of Oxford, in 1623; and 

for trade to His Imperial Majesty soon after, taking part wilh great 

of Russia, the author asserts hini- violence in behalf of the- claims of 

self to be the l?gitiraat§ son of the hierarcKy, h^ became knowa 
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to Archbishop Laud, with whom of arts, and was admitted io a 

he remained in high estimation probationary fellowship in that 

during that prelate's life. I o 1631, college, where he gained a supe* 

he was appointed rector of Hem- riority over all his fellow-students 

iDgford, in Huntingdonshire, and in disputations at the public school^ 

prebendaiy of Westminster. The and was (as appears fcpm an ora- 

next year, the King bestowed upon tion written in his praise by David 

him the rich living of Houghton De la Hyde, entitled De Ligno et 

in the Spf mg, iuDurham, which he FcenoJ nominated there Rex Regni 

was soon permitted to exchange Fabarum, or a kind of Christmas 

lor the rectory of Alresford, in Lord. Langbaine and Jacob both 

Hampshire. In 1633, he proceed- say that he quitted this college, at 

ed D.'D* ; and, in 1638, was pre- which he only passed his younger 

tented to the rectory of South days, for a fellowship in All-Souls 

Wamborough, in Hampshire. On College in the same university. 

the 10th of April l640, he was But Wood informs us, that, bav- 

chosen clerk of the convocation ing been guilty of several misde- 

for Westminster ; and, on the com- meanors, such as are peculiar to 

mencement of the troubles, soon youth, wildness and rakishness, 

began to experience all the hard- which in those days were punished 

■hips which those who adhered to with great severity, and into which 

the royal cause suffered. From probably he ran the more readily 

-this time to the Restoration he from being, in consequence of hl| 

liTed in a continued state of want, father's quitting England, left very 

maintaininghimself chiefly by writ- early to himself, he was obliged, 

log books. Though so zealous an in order to prevent expulsion, to 

advocate for the church and crown, resign his fellowship, upon a third 

he never rose higher than to be sub- admonition from the warden and 

dean of Westminster, in which post society of Merton College, on the 

he died May 8, 1662. In his youth 4th of April 1538. 
he wrote two Latin plays, which Soon after this he quitted Eng* 

were never printed, called, land, and, going over to St. Omer*s, 

I. Sputius. T. I6l6. entered himself into the society of 

2* Theomacfua. C. l6lS. Jesus at that place; from whence, 

Hbywood, Mbs. Eliza. See after having spent two years in the 

Haywood. study of divinity among the priestSj, 

Hetwood, JA6PBa,D.D. This he was sent to Diling, in Switzer- 

writer,who flourished in the reign land, where he passed upwards of 

of Queen Elizabeth, was son of the seventeen years in discussing cer- 

famous poet and epigrammatist of tain points of controversy among 

that name, whom we shall imme- those whom he called heretics ; 

diately have occasion to mention, in which time, on account of his 

He was bom in London in 1535, distinguished learning, and his ar^ 

and in the twelfth year of his age dent zeal for the holy mother, he 

was sent to the university of Ox- was promoted to the degree of 

ford, and entered a student in doctor of divinity and of the four 

Merton College. Here he re- vows. 

ceived those useful parts of educa- In the year 1581, Pope Gre- 

lion, grammar and logic $ and, in gory XIII. called him away fronx 

li5d^ took his degree as master filing, in ord^r to plant him at th<^ 

^4 
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head of the first mission of Jesuits 
to England ; io which office, be- 
ing settled in the metropolis of his 
pative country^ and esteemed as 
provincial of the order in that 
kingdom, he ran into great luxury 
and magnJiiQjence, affecting more 
the exterior show of a grandee than 
the humility of a priest, and sup- 
porting as spleudid an equipage as 
pioney could then furnish him 
with. 

Dr. Fuller, in his Brituh IFortkies 
■(London, p. 222), had" run into 
au error with respect to our author, 
telling us that he was executed in 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth. But 
Antb. ^ Wood (Athen,Oxon. vol.i. 
col. 252) informs us, that he paid 
the great debt to nature at Naples, 
£>n the 9th of January 1598 ; and 
Sir nichard Baker relates, that he 
was one of the chief of the seventy 
priests that were taken in 158^5 
and that, when some of them were 
condemned, and the rest in danger 
of the law. Her Majesty caused 
them all to be shipped away, and 
_5ent out of England : from whence 
it seems probable, that he went im- 
mediately to Rome, and at length 
settled in the city of Naples, where 
• he contracted an intimacy with 
that zealous Catholic John Pitseus, 
by whom he is spoken of with 
great respect and honour. 

This account seems also con- 
'6rmed by a copy of verses, pre- 
served by Sir John IJarrington, 
which were written by this author 
OU bis b^ing taken and carried to 

Srison, and the readiness shown 
y the Earl ,of* Warwick to afford 
him relief: which last circum- 
stance he hints ^t in the foUowiog 
words": 

r— <* Thanks to that Lord that wills ine 

good, 
fVfpr I want all things, saving kay and 



During the course of his studiel 
at the university, he translated three 
of those tragedies which are attri- 
buted to Seneca, viz. 

1. Thyestes, T. l2mo.lS6U 

2. Hercules Fur ens. T. J2mo> 
1561. 

3. Troas. T. 4to. 1581. 

He has chosen an uncouth sort 
of verse for these translations, viz. 
that of fourteen syllables. Yet he 
has been very correct in the mean- 
in'g of his author, where he has 
stuck to the original} and in some 
alterations, which he has professed- 
ly made in the conduct of the 
pieces, has shown great judgment 
and ingenuity. 

Heywood, John. This poet 
was one of the very first dramatic 
writers that our island produced : 
*' he drew (as Mr. Warton says) * 
f' the Bible from the stage j and 
** introducedtepresentations of fa- 
" railiarlife and popular manners.'* 
He was born at North Mims, neaur 
St. Alban's in Hertfordshire, and 
was educated at Oxford j but the 
sprightline* of his disposition not 
being well adapted to the seden^ 
tary life of an academician, he 
went back to his native place, 
which being in tl>€ neighbourhood 
of the great Sir Thomas More, he 
presently contracted an intimacy 
with that Maecenas of wit and ge- 
nius, who introduced him to the 
knowledge and patronage of the 
Princess Mary. Heywood's ready 
wit and aptness for jest and re- 
partee, together with the posses- 
sion of great skill both in vocal and 
instrumental rausic, rendered him 
a favourite with Henry VIII. who 
frequently rewarded him very high- 
ly. On the accession of Edward VI. 
he still continued in favour, though 
the author of The Art of English 
Poetry says, it was *' for the mirth 
'5* and quVgknes^ of cp.nceitj, more 
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^' thati any good learning that was Parable of the Spider and the Ffy^ 

** in him.** When his old patro- and forms a pretty thick qnarto 

ness Queen Mary came to the in old English verse, and printed 

throne, he stood io higher estima- in the black letter. Our honest 

tion than ever, being admitted in- chronicler Holinshed describes this 

to the most intimate conversation poem in the following words : 

with her, on account of his happy " One also hath made a booke of 

talent of telling diverting stories, " the Spider and the Flie, whereia 

which he did ta amuse her painful *' he dealeth so profoundlie, and 

^ars, even when she was languish- '* beyond all measure of skill, that 

ing on her death-bed. " neither he himselfe that made 

At the decease of that Princess, " it, neither anie one that readeth 

bowe\'er, being a bigoted Roman '' it, csin reach unto the meaning 

Catholic, perceiving that the Pro- " thereof.'* Description of Eng^ 

testant interest was likely to pre^ land, p. 229. By way of frontis* 

vail under the patronage of her piece to this book is a wooden 

successor Queen Elizabeth, and print of the author at full length, 

perhaps apprehensive that some uf and most probably in the habit he' 

the severities, which had been usually wore ; for he is dressed in 

practised on the Protestants in the a fur gown, somewhat resembling 

preceding reign, might be reta-' that of a master of arts, excepting 

liated on those of a contrary per- that the bottom of the sleeves 

suasion in the ensuing one, and reaches no lower than his knees; 

more especially on ^ tie peculiar He has a round cap on his head, 

favourites of Queen Mary, he andadagger hanging to his girdle; 

thought it best, for the security of and his chin and lips are close 

his person, and the preservation of shaven. ' 

his religion, to quit the kingdom. His other works are, a dialoguo 

Thus throwing himself into a vo^ composed of all the proverbs in 

luntary exile, he settled at Mechlin the English language; and three 

in Brabant, where he died in 1565, quarto pamphlets, containing: six 

leaving several children behind hundred epigrams. None of his 

him, to all of whom he had given dramatic works, j(vhich are six in 

liberal educations. Among the rest number, have extended beyond the 

was Jasper, some account of whom limits of an interlude. The titles 

we gave in the last article. of them are as follow : 

From what has been said above, \. A flay between Jokan the 

his character in private life may Husband, Tyb the fVife, and Sir 

be gathered to have been that of Johan the Priest, 4to. 1533. 
a sprightly, Jiumoroust and enter- 2. A mery Play between the Par" 

taining companion. As a poet, he doner and the Frere, the Curate and 

was held in no inconsiderable Neylour Pratte* 4to. 1533. 
esteem by his contemporaries, 3. The Play cal'ed the Four P's, 

though none of his writings ex- A newe and a very Mery Interlude 

tended to any great length, but of a Palmer, a Pardoner^ a^Po/y* 

$eem> like his conversation, to cary, a Pedlar^ 4to, N. D. In* 

have been the result of little sud- Dodsley*s Collection. 
den sallies of mirth and humour. 4. A Piay of Love, Int. 4to, 

liis longest work is entitled A 153^. 
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d. A Play t^fthe Wkther, ctX^ 
A new. and a very mery Interlude of 
Wethers. 4tCK 1533. 

6. A Play of Gentifness and ATo- 
lilitie, Im. ,4t(>. N. D. [about 
1535.] 

Philliparaod Winstenley have at- 
tributed two other pieces to him» 
viz. 

The Pindar qf Wakefield. 
PhihtMs, Scotch. 
But L^ngbai^e rejects their autho- 
rity, and witli very good reason. 

The following story is related of 
our author by Puttenhano C-^rt of 
English Poesie, p. 230, ed. 15S9) : 
*' Some speech may be, when 
" it is spoken,, very undecent, yet 
<' the same, having something addr 
<* ed to it, may become prety, and 
*' decent, as — — hapned on a 
</ time at the Duke of Northum- 
*' berlandes bourd, where merry 
** John Meywood was allowed t6 
*' sit at the table's end. The Duke 
♦' bad a very noble and honourable 
*' mynde alwayes to pay his debts 
*' well ; and when he lacked mo- 
*' ney, would not sticke to sell the 
•' greatest part of his plate : so he 
*' had done a few dayes before-. 
'* Hey wood, being loth to call for 
*' bis drink so oft as he was dry> 
" turned bis eye towards the cup- 
^' board, and said, ' I find great 
^' misse of your Grace's standing 
'* cupsi* The Dulve, thinking he 
*' had spoken it of some know- 
/' ladge that his plate was lately 
** sold, said somewhat sharply, 
" * Why, Sir, will not those cuppes 
*' serve as» good a man as your- 
** selfef' -Heywood readily replied, 
/< * Yes, if it please your Grace; 
*' but I would have one of them 
*' stand still at my elbow, full of 
*' drinke, that I might not be 
" driven to trouble your man so 
/' often to call for it.' This plea- 
'* sant aiid speedy reverse of th^ 
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*' fornaer werdes Jboipe all the 
'* matter againe; whereupon the 
*' Duke became very pleasaunt, 
'< and dranke a bolle of wine t« 
'* Heywood, and bid a cuppe 
** should alwayes be standing by 
" him." 

We do not find any writer who 
ascertains the exact time of John 
Hey wood's birth, or his age at the 
time of his death ; but he could 
not have died a young man, as we 
know him to have.survived the birth 
of his son Jasper by full thirty 
years. 

Heywood, MatI-hew. We 
do not find such a person men-^ 
tinned by any of the writers but 
Winstaniey, who (Lives of the 
Poets, p. 97), after mentioning 
John, Thomas, and Jasper Hey- 
wood, adds, ^* and, as if the names 
'* of Heywood were destinated to 
" the stage, in my time I knew 
*' one Matthew Heywood, who 
" wrote a comedy, called 

" The Changeling, 
'* that should have been acted at 
'* Audley End House, but, by I 
*' know not what accident, was 
" prevented." 

It is difficult to controvert what 
our author thus asserts on bis 
knowledge: but Winstaniey was 
very liable to mistakes $ and it is 
well known that there is a comedy 
of that nanie extant, which .was 
written by Middleton and Rowley 
in conjunction, and that no other 
stands in any of the catalogues. 

Hbywood, Thomas. This au- 
thor was an actor as well aa a 
writer, and flourished in the reigns 
of Queen Elizabeth, King James I. 
and King Charles I. though what 
-particular year gave him to the 
world, or robbed it of bim> seems 
not easy to ascertain. He appears 
to have been a native of Lineoln-^ 
shire, from a copy of verses to his 
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friend James Yorker on bis hook tionalones ; for> though it is pr&* 
of Heraldry, prefixed to that work, bable that so active a genius, as it 
He was certainly the most voJu- is evident, from the bulk of bia 
fBlndu^ dramatic writer that this works, Mr. Hey wood's must have 
nation, or indeed any other, ever l^ieen, could never be idle, nor 
produced, e&cepting the celebrated afford to lose any time, or even le| 
Spanish playwright Lopez de Ve- a single thought pass by him un- 
ga J for, in the prelace to one of employed at the very moment it 
his plays, 'called The English Tra- occurred ; and that, consequently, 
poller, he tells us, that it was one he might have planned some of 
preserved amongst two hundred his plays in taverns, and even have 
dnd twenty, in which, says he, secured some occasional hints, by 
" I had either' an entire hand, or penning them down on the back 
*' at least a main finger.*' Of this of tavern-bills, or any occasional 
prodigious number, however, there scraps of paper he might have 
are, comparatively, very few re- about him ; yet it is very unlikely 
maining. For this, different rea- that he should suffer thase thoughts, 
sons might perhaps be assigned, he had been so careful to preserve. 
Those that Kirkman has given us to be afterwards lost by an unac- 
are rpmantic and extravagant to countable negligence, fiut he gives 
the greatest degree. '* It is said us three very good reasons for na 
*' (relates Kirkman) that he not more of his pieces having appeared 
*' only acted himself every day, in print; the first, " that many of 
*' but also wrote every day a sheet j ^* them, by the shifting and change 
*' and, that he might lose no time, " of companies*' (at a time when 
" many of his plays were com- there were so many theatres in 
*' posed in the tavern, on the back- the metropolis, and the perform-* 
<' side of tavern -bills, which may ers, moreover, frequently travels 
" be the occasion that so many of led the country), *' had been negf» 
" them are lost.** But this account ^' ligently lost." The second, " that 
is inconsistent with all belief; for, ^' others of them were stiU re- 
besides that it is not apparent 'Stained in the hands of some 
that Heywood's circumstances were " actors, who thought it against 
ever such as should compel him to '^ their profit to have them come 
make these shifts, or that a man, ^^ in print.'* And here it will be 
who was a constant frequenter of proper to observe (says Mr. Baker), 
taverns, should at the same time that at that time the profits of an 
be so penurious as to make use of author were not determined by the 
hills to spare himself the expense success of his works, no such thing 
of a few. sheets of paper ; yet, had as third nights being known or 
even this been the case, it would thought of till after the Restora- 
not occasion the loss of his pieces; tion*, but that the actors pur- 
since, before they could possiWy chased to themselves the sole pro- 
be performed, these scraps must perty of the copy; by which means, 
have been all collected together, as it could not be their interest to 
and transcribed in a body, for the 
useof the performersand prompter. , *. This assertion is not well founded ; 

^ ^ ^, *^ i_ t'^ ^^ 1^ for It appears, from a prologue of Dek- 

But the reasons he himself has ^^^,^^ .^t;^ authors had thi benefit of 
g'nren us, in the above-mentioned ©ne thirij ^ight sp c^Iy as the ye* 
preface, s^n tp be the aaapst r^r- i6i;, 
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publish anj piece till the public 22. Wise Woman of Hogidm. 

curiosity in regard to it was en* Com. 4to. 1638. 
tire)/ sated, it is probable many 23. Fortune hy Land and Sea, 

very eood plays may have been Tragi-Com. (assisted by William 

entirely lost. The third reason be Rowley). 4to. 1655. 
gives us is^ '^ tliat it was never Mr. Hey wood appears to have 

** any great ambition in him to been a very fkvourite author with 

«< be voluminously read.** Langbnine^ who ranks him in the 

Those of bis works^ which are second class of dramatic writers, 

to be met with in prints are as though his contemporaries would 

, , . ^Uow; not allow his performances to staad 

^UhJ\^hh^ 1 & 2. Edward IV. Hist. PJay, so high in desert ; as may be ga- 

V 'v^v'V^/ iotwoparts^ p.L. 4xo. N. D. thered from the following lines, 

"^ £1^99.3 jhci^h^^^'idh Jlrt . which Langbaine has quoted from 

3 & 4. If you know not me, you one of the poets of that time, who, 

know ifobody* Hist. Viay, in two after mentioning some other au- 

parts. 4to. l605, \6o6, [Some- thors, thus proceeds : 

times c^led Queen Elizaheth-] ,. A„d „^y^^j ^^^^ 

5. Fair Maid, of the Excfiange, a Th* apologetic Atlas of the stage ; 
Cpm. 4t0. 1607. '« Well of ihe GoIJin Ag€ he couW cn- 

6. Golden Age, Hist. Play. 4to. treat, 

l^t I *' But Utile of the metal he eould get ; 

*■ *o'7 ^ 4 xt:-*. t>i««, At,^ ** Three-core sweet babes he fashion'd at 

7. Suver J^e. Hist. Play. 4to. ^ l^^^p^ 

V^lZ. «< For he was christcn'd in Parnassus* 

8* Braxen Age. Hist. Play. 4to. pump ; 

|(gl3, " The Muses* gossip to Aurora's bed, 

/ ;, ../a. Four *Prentises of London. " ^nd ever since that time his ftM:e was 
• ^- ' "^ Hist. Play. 4to.l6l5.^ '^^' 

JO. Woman killd with Kindness. It must be allowed, however, that 

Trag. 4to. I617. In Dodsley*s he was a good general scholar. 

Collection, and a very 'tolerable master of the 

!!c^ t y / ; /• A 1-1 . Rape of Lucrece, Trag, 4to, classical languages, as appears from 

^ ]630. the great use be made of the an« 

12 3c 13. Fair Mcud of the West, cients, and his various quotations 

C* in two parts. 4to. l631. from them in his works, especially 

14 & 15. Iron Age. Hist. Play, his Actor* s Vindication, in which 

in two parts. 4to. 1632. he has displayed great erudition. 

/ 16. English Traveller, Tragi- What rank he held as an actor we 

/ '• Com. 4to. 1633. know not, but it is probable no 

} 7, Maidenhead well lost. Com. very considerable one, as all his 

4to. 1634. biographers are silent on that head ; 

XS, Lancashire Witches, Com. and, indeed, if we consider how 

(assisted by Richard Brome). 4to. much he wrote, it is scarcely pos- 

1634. sible to conceive he could have so 

19. Love's Mistress. Masque, much time to spare for an applica- 
4to. 1636; 4to. l6-iO. tion to that art, as was necessary 

20. Challenge for Beauty. Tr. for. the attaining any perfection 
.Com. 4to. 1636. in it. 

,1^1. The Royal King and the Besides his Apology for Actors, 

Lvyal Subject, Tragi-Com. 4tQ. he wrote a Ltfe of Merlin i TA^ 
1637. 
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ISerarcky qf Angels ; Life of Quien was obliged to rely on fais pen ibr 
Elixabetk'f The Lives of Nine Wor^ a subsistence. While in Dublin, 
tfues'j The lAves of Nine JFvmen he was for some time concerned 
JVorthiesi A general History qf in a public political paper^ called 
IVomeu', and also a book of Plea^ The Tickler, written in opposition 
sani Dialogues and Dramas, chiefly to the famous Dr. Lucas ; and. 
Translations, 1 2mo. 1 637 5 ^^ which after his coming over to this king* 
occxxt the following : dom« was employed by the book* 
Amphrisa, Past. Dram. sellers in various works of transla* 
Apollo and Daphne, Dram. tion« compilement, &c. In short, 
Jupiter and lo. Dram. with no principles^ and slender 
Masque at Hunsdon House, abilities, he was perpetually dis- 
Hey wood likewise wrote the City gracing literature, which he was 
Pageants of l63]« 1632, 1633, doomed to follow for bread, by 
l637f 1638, 1639. See Vol. III. such a conduct as was even un- 
art. Pageants ; and he was one worthy of the lowest and most 
of the writers of '^ AnnaRa Du^ contemptible of the vulgar. His 
** brensia, upon the yeerely Cele- conversation was highly offensive 
" bration of Mr. Robert Dover's to decency and good manners, and 
'* Olimpick Games upon Cotswold- his whole behaviour discovered a 
" bills/* published in London, 4to. mind over which the opinions of 
1636. No less than thirty- two mankind had no influence. After 
persons are mentioned in the title- an irregular and shameful life, op- 
page as the writers of this publi* pressed by poverty, and in ths 
cation; among whom are Michael latter part of it by/ disease, he 
Drayton and Ben Jonson. He was ended a miserable existence about - 
also employed in contriving the' the beginning of June 1777. 
emblematic devices about a royal Of this eccentric being some 
ship, built in 1637> at Woolwich, very amusing anecdotes are related 
by Phineas Pett. - in the xxvth vol. of The European 
The following unpublished dra- Magazine, p. 110, &c. and 179, 
mas are also ascribed to Thomas &c. 
Heywood*s pen: His dramatic works are, 

1. Joan as good as My Lady, I, The Lady's Choice, P. P. 
P. 1598, Svo. N. D. [1759.] 

2. War without Blows. P. I598. 2. The '(Fishes tf a Free People. 

3. The Blind eat many a Fly. D. P. Svo. 176I. 

P. 1602. 3. The New Hippocrates. F. 

4. Marshal Osrick. P. l602. 1761. N. P. 

5. Love's Masterpiece. C. 1640. 4. The Earl of Warwick. T. 

6. Cupid and Psyche. Play. Svo. 1764. 

HiPFERMAN, Paul. This au- 5. National Prejudice. C. 1768. 

^or was bom in Dublin in the N. P. 

year IJXQ, received part of his 6. The Philosophic Whim; or, 

education in a classical seminary Astronomy a Farce. F. 4to. 1774. 
in that city, and took the degree He also completed 
of bachelor of physic in a college The Heroine of the Cave, 

in the south of Fratice; but, not See Jones, Henry. 
having met with any great success Higden, Henry. This gen- 

in the profession he was bred to, tleman was a member of the hQ* 
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tourdble tociety cf the Middle 
Temple daring the reigns of 
James IL and King William HI. 
He was a person ojf great wit^ 
«€i agreeable and facetious com- 
jKinion^ and well known to all the 
uprightly and conv^rsible part of 
the town. He was author of one 
dramatic piece, entitled 
, The miry Wtdmv. C. 4to. 1693. 
and^ indeed, his fondness for the 
-convivial and social delights seem- 
mA. to show itself very apparent 
^ven in the conduct c^ his play; 
for he had introduced so many 
idrinking scenes into it^ that the 
performers got drunk before the 
'end of the third act, and, being 
finable to proceed with the repre- 
sentation, were obliged to dismiss 
the audience. Of the behaviour of 
the bear-garden critics (as the 
author caMs them), on this occa- 
sion, he strongly complains in bis 
prefece. 

HiG^EN, Ralph. To a person 
of this name have been ascribed 

The Chester Mysteries ; 
exhibited at Chester in 1328, at 
the expense of the several trading 
corporations of »that city. [See the 
detail of them, in Vol. II. p. ©5, 
&:c.] 

HiGOONS, Bevil, was the 
younger son of Sir Thomas Hig- 
gons, df whom an account may be 
seen in Mr. Nichols's Select Colled, 
of Poems, vol. i. p. 42, by Bridget, 
his second wife. At the age of 
•sixteen^ he became a commoner of 
St. John's College, Oxford, in 
Lent term, 1686 ; but went after- 
wards to Cambridge. He was a 
$teady adherent to the cause of the 
exiled family, and accompanied 
King James into France, where he 
maintained his wit and good hu- 
mour undepressed by misfortunes* 
He published a book against Bi- 
shop Burnet's History, - and died 



March 1, i;35, hatrng writer 
-one play, called 

The Generous ConqUeroir -, otJTk 
Timely Discovery. T. 4to. 1702. 

Hill, Aakon. T1)is gentle- 
man, who was born in Beaitfoft 
Bdildiiigs, in the Strand, February 
10, 1684-5, was the eldest soa of 
George Hill, Esq. of Malmsbury 
Abbey, in Wiltshire; and, !n«)n- 
sequence of this descent, the legal 
heir to an entniled e.state of about 
2000/. pef annuTO ; but the in^s- 
cretions and • misconduct of fais 
father baring, by a sale ^ the pro^ 
perty, which he had no right to 
execute, rendered it of no advao- 
tage to the factiiljr to which it jnstljr 
bel6nged, our author was left, to- 
gether with Mf. Hull's other chil- 
dren, to the care' of, and depend- 
ance on, his mother and grand- 
mother ; the latter of whom (Mrs. 
Anne Gregory) waS more parti- 
cularly anxious for his edncatioo 
and improvement. The first ni- 
di ments of learning he recttfed 
from Mr. Reyner, €>f Barnstaple, 
in Devonshire, to whom he was 
sent at nine years old ; and, on 
his removal from thence, was 
placed at Westminster school; un- 
der the care of the celebrated Dr. 
Knipe. Here his genius soon ren- 
dered itself conspicuous, and, bf 
enabling him at times to perform 
the tasks of others as well as his 
own, frequently procured for bitn, 
from some of his school-fellows of 
more limited abilities, an ample 
amends for the very scanty allow- 
ance of pocket-money which the 
circumstances of *liis family W 
him Under the ,necessity of being 
contented with. 

Our author left Westtninstef 

school in the year 16gg, being 

then only fourteen years of age j 

and, having heard his mother fiT- 

• quently make warm mentien «t 
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the Lord P^et, wha was a pretty for him at bis death, had not the 
near relation of hers, and was at envy and malevolence of a certain 
that time at Constantinoplcj in the female> who had great in-fluence 
rank of ambassador from the Eng- with him, by falsehood^ and mis- 
lish to the Ottoman court, he con- representations, in great measure, 
ceiveda very strong inclination for prevented his good intentions to- 
paying a visit, and making him- wards him. Fortune, however, 
self known, to that nobleman, and his own merits, made him 
This design he communicated to . amends for the loss of this patron- 
Mrs. Gregory, and, meeting -with age 5 for his known sobriety and 
no opposition from her in it, he good understanding recommended 
^Hibarked on the 2d of March him soon after to Sir William 
1700, being then but just fifteen, Wentworth, a worthy baronet of 
on bodrd a vessel that was gokig to Yorkshire, who being inclinable 
Constantinople, in which city he to make the tour of Europe, hi^ 
arrived after a safe and prosperous relations engaged Mr. Hill to ac- 
voyage. company him as a sort of governor 

On his arrival, he was received or travelling tutor ; which office, 
with the utmost kindness and cor- though himself of an age which 
diality by the ambassador^ who might rather be expected to re- 
was no less pleased than surprised quire the being put under tuition 
at that ardour for improvement, itself, than to become the guide 
which could Induce a youth of his and director of others, he executed 
tesder' years to, adventure such a so well, as to bring home the 
voyage, on a visit to^ relation young gentleman, atter a course 
whom he knew by<:haradter only, of two or three years, very greatly 
He immediately provided him a improved, to the entire satisfac- 
tutor in the house with himself, tion, not only of himself^ but of 
under whose tuition he veiy soon all his friends. 
sent him to travel, being desirous In the year 17^9 he commenced 
of indulging to the utmost that author, by the publication of an 
laudable curiosity and thirst of History of the Ottoman Empire, 
knowledge, which seemed so compiled from the materials which 
strongly impressed on t^e amiable he had collected in the course of 
mind of our young adventurer, his different travels, and during 
Wkh thi? gentleman, who was a his residence at the Turkish court. 
learned ecclesiastic, he travelled This work, though it met with 
through Egypt, Palestine, and the success^ Mr. Hill frequently after- 
gredter part of the East 5 and, on wards repented the having printed. 
Lord Paget's returning home, as and would himself, at times, very 
that nobleman chose to take his severely criticize on it; and in- 
joumey \;>j land,' Mr. Hill had an deed, to say the truth of it, there 
opportunity of seeing great part of are in it a great number of puerili- 
Europe, at most of the courts of ties, which render it far inferior to 
which the ambassador ^made some the merit of his subsequent wrii- 
little stay. ings; in which correctness has 

With Lord Paget our author con- ever been so strong a characteristic, 
tmued in great estimation; and that his critics have evfea attri- 
it is not improbable that his Lord- buted it to him as a fault ; where- ' 
ship mightiiave provided genteelly 3$, in this work, there at be^ 
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sq^ypears the labour of a juvenilo met with very great and deserved 
geuios, rather choosing to give success. 

the full rein to fiery fancy, and It appears, from the above ac- 
indqlge the imagination of the count, that Mr. Hill was, at this 
poet, than make use of the curb of period, manager of the theatre, 
cooler judgment, or aim at the which he conducted entirely to the 
plainness and perspicuity of the satisfaction of the public; and,in- 
jiistorian. About the same year deed, no man seemed better qua- 
he published his first poetical piece, lified for such a station, if we may 
entitled Camilliis, in vindication be allowed to form our opinion 
and honour of the Earl of Peter- from that admirable judgn>ent in 
borough, who had been general in theatrical affairs, and perfect ac- 
Spain. This poem was printed quaintance both with the laws of 
without any author's name 3 but the drama and the rules of acting. 
Lord Peterborough, having made which he gives proofs of, not only 
it his business to find out to whom in a poem, entitled The Art ofAct^ 
he was indebted for this compli- i;?^, and in the course of bis perio- 
ment, appointed Mr. Hill his se- dical essays, entitled TAtf Pro wp/er, 
cretary j which post, however, he which appeared in his lifetime, 
quitted the year following, on oc* but also in many parts of an epis- 
casion of his marriage. tolary correspondence which he 

In 1709 he, at the desire of Mn maintained with various personis of 
Booth, wrote his first tragedy of taste and genius, and which have 
Elfrid 5 or. The Fair Inconstant, since been published anK>ng his 
This play was composed in little posthun^ous works, in four vo- 
more than a .week, on which ac- lumes, in octavo. This post, how- 
count it is no wonder that it should ever, he relinquished in a few 
be, as he himself has described it, months, from some misunderstand- 
'' an unprtrned wilderness of fan- ing ; and though he was not long 
'* cy, with here and there a flower after sery earnestly solicited> and 
'* among the leaves ; but without that too by a person of the first 
, *' any fruit of judgment.** This, distinction and consequence, to 
however, he altered, and brought take the charge on him again, yet 
on the stage again about twenty he could not be prevailed on, by 
years afterwards, under the title of any means, to re-accept it. 
Athelwold, Yet, even in its first It iis probable, however, that 
fornt, it met with sutHcient en- neither pride, nor any hartwbred 
couragement to induce him to a resentment, were the motives of 
second attempt in the dramatic this refusal, but one much more 
way, though of another kind, viz. amiable, viz. an ardent zeal for ge« 
the opera of Rinaldo, the music of neral improvement, and an ear* 
which was the first piece of com- nestness tor the public good, which 
position of that admirable master ever attended him through life, in 
Mr. Handel, after his arrival in which he was at all times indefa- 
England. This piece, in the year tigable, and to w^ich he, on dif- 
1710, Mr. Hill brought on the ferent occasions, frequently sacri- 
stage at the King's Theatre in the ficed not only his ease and satis- 
Haymarket, of which he was at faction, but even large sums of 
' that time director^ and where it money als6 5 and, indeed^ this va* 
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1 cable property of public spirit the denomination of the Beech Oil 
seeais to have been his soul's dar- Compan/. However, as mankind 
Xing passion 5 for he himself, in are apt to be over-sanguine in their 
one of his prefaces, speaking of expectations, and too impatient^ 
poetry, tells us, *' that he has no upder any the least disappoiniment 
" better reason for wishing it well, of those expectations, there soon 
*' than his love for a mistress arose disputes among them, which 
^' whom he should never be mar- obliged Mr. Hill, in vindication 
*' ried to ; for that, whenever he of sonie misrepresentations con- 
'* grew ambitious, he would wish cerning himself, to publish a fair 
*' to build higher, and owe his state of the case, by which it ap- 
** memory to some occasion of peared plainly, that all the money 
*' more importance than his writ- that had hitherto been employed^ 
" ings." To this motive, there- had been fairly and candidly ex- 
fore, we say, it is probable that we pended for tlie public benefit, and 
ought to attribute his declining that the patentee had even waved 
the theatrical direction 3 for, in the all the advantages, to which, by 
same year, he married the only agreement, he had been entitled, 
daughter of Edward Norris, Esq. These disputes, however, termi- 
of Stratford, in Essex ; and, as the Dated in the overthrowing the 
fortune that lady brought him was whole design, without any emo- 
very considerable, he was now bet- lument, either to the patentee or 
ter able to pursue some of his more the adventurers, at a time when 
public designs than he had before profits were already arising from 
been. it, and, if pursued with vigour. 
The first project which Mr. Hill would, in all probability, have 
set on foot, for which he obtained continued increasing and perma- 
a patent, and of which he was him- nent. Mr. Hill procured his pa- 
self the sole discoverer, was the tent for this invention in October 
making an oil, as sweet as that from ^7 13, and the date of his public 
olives, from the beech-nuts, which appeal, in regard to the affair, is 
are a very plentiful produce of the 30th of November 171^. 
some parts of these kingdoms. This Thus, exclusive of the time em- 
was an improvement apparently ployed in bringing the invention 
and acknowledgedly of great utility, itself to maturity, we see a full 
and must have turned out to equal three years labour of a gentleman 
advantage, had the conduct of it of abilities and ingenuity entirely 
continued in the l^nds of the ori- frustrated, through the inequality 
ginal inventor. But, being an of his own fortune to carr)' his 
undertaking of too great extent for plan into execution singly, and the 
his own fortune singly to pursue, erroneous warmth and impatience 
he was obliged to call in the as- of those various tempers with 
sistance of others \ and took a sub- which he was, in consequence of 
scription of twenty-five thousand that insufficiency, obliged to unite 
pounds on shares and annuities, in himself for the perfection of it. 
security of which he assigned over He was also concerned with Sir 
his patent in. trust for the proprie- Robert Montgomery, in a design 
tors, forming from among them- for establishing a plantation of a 
selves a body, who were to act in vast tract of land in the south of 
concert'With the patentee, under Carolina ;. for which purpose a 

VOL. I. * 2 
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grant bud been purchased from expedition. Bat, by ordering great 
the lords proprietors of that pro- fires to be made upon them at the 
irince > but here again the want of time of low tide, when thej were 
a larger fortune than he was mas- most exposed, and throl^ing quan- 
ter of, stood as a bar in his way ; titles of water upon them, they 
ibr, though it has many years since were, by the help of proper tools, 
been extensively cultivated, under broken to pieces and thrown down, 
the name of Greorgia, yet it never and a free passage opened for the 
proved of any advantage to him. floats. 

Another very valuable project This design was, for some time, 
he set on foot about the year 1727, carried on with great vigour, and 
which was, the turning to a great turned out to very good account ; 
account many woods, of very large till some of the persons concerned 
extent, in the north of Scotland, in it thought proper to call off the 
by applying the timber, produced men and horses from the woods 
by them, to the uses of the navy, of Abemethy, in order to employ 
for which it had been long er- them in their lead-mines in the 
Toneously imagined it was to- same country; from whence they 
tally unfit, llie falsity of this promised themselves a still more 
supposition, however, he clearly considerable advantage. Of what 
evinced ; tor one entire vessel was private emohiment Mr. Hill re- 
built of it 3 and, on trial, was ceived from this affair, or whe- 
found to be of as good timber as ther any at all, we are ufiinformed. 
that brought from any part of the However; the magistrates of Inver- 
world) and although, indeed, there ness, Aberdeen, &c. paid him the 
were not many trees in these woods compliment of the freedom of their 
large enough for masts to ships of respective towns, and entertained 
the largest burden, yet there were him with all imaginable honours* 
millions fit for those of all smaller Yet, notwithstanding these ho- 
vessels, and for every other branch nours, which were publicly paid to 
of ship-building. In this under- our author, and the distinguished 
taking, however, he met with va- civilities which he met with from 
rious obstacles, not only from the the Duke and Dutchess of Grordon, 
ignorance of the natives of that and other persons of rank to whom 
country, but even from Nature he became known during his re- 
herself 5 yet Mr. HilPs assiduity sidence in the Highlands, this 
and perseverance surmounted tliem northern expedition was near prov- 
all. For when the trees were, by ing of very unhappy consequences 
his order, chained togethe'r into to his fortune ; for, in his return, 
fioats, the unexperienced High- his lady being at that time iti 
landers refused to venture them- Yorkshire, for the recovery of her 
selvta on them down the river health, he made so long a con- 
Spey 5 nor would have been pre- tinuance with her in that county, 
vailed on, had he not ficst gone as afforded an o()portunity to some 
himselfto convince them that there persons, to whose hands be had 
was no danger. And now the great confided the management of cef- 
number of rocks, which choked tain important affairs, to be guilty 
up different parts of this river, and of a breach of trust, that aimed at 
seemed to render it impassable, the destruction of the greater part 
were another impediment to his of what he was worth. However,^ 
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~ lie happily retained time enough upon fatth^ and three books of an 

to frustrate their villanous inten- epic poem^ which he had many 

tions. ' yeari before begun^ on the stoiy 

In the year 1731 he met with of Gideon. He also adapted to the 

a severe shock by the loss of his English stage Mons. de Voltaire's 

lady, with whom he had passed tragedy ofSferope, which was the 

upwards of twenty happy years, last work he lived to complete^ 

and to whom he had ever had the for, from about the time he was 

sincerest and tenderest attachment, soliciting the bringing it on the 

The thought of the following epi- stage, an Illness seized him, from 

taph, which he wrote on her, the tormenting pains of which he 

though not original, is entirely had scarce an hour's intermission ; 

poetical: and, after trying in vain all the 

Enough, cold stone !--sufficc her lon^ fids that medicine could afford 

vlov'dname: him, heat last remrned to Lon* 

Words arc too weak to pay her virtac's don, in hopes that his native air 

* -, . *^™*r" . . . „ might have proved beneficial to 
Temples, and tombs, and tongue,, shall i^- ^ut, alas ! he was past i«. 

waste away ; , . _* j i 

Jlnd power's vain pomp in mould'ring covery, being wasted almost to a 

dust decay ; skeleton, from some internal cause^ 

But ere mankind a wife more perfect see, which bad occasioned a general 

Eecrnity, O Time I shall bury thee. decay, and was believed to be an 

Mr. Hill^ after this, continued inflammation in the kidneys, the 

in London, and in intercourse with foundation of which, most proba- 

^ the public, till about the year biy, had been laid by his intense 

1738 ; when he, in a manner, and indefatigable application to 

withdrew himself from the world, his studies. He just lived to see 

by retiring to Plaistow, in Essex, his tragedy introduced to the pub- 

* where he devoted himself entirely lie j but the day before it was, by 
to study, and the cultivation of command of Frederic Prince of 
his family and garden. Yet the Wales, to have been represented 

' concerns of the public became by for his benefit, he died, in the 

no means a matter of indifference very minute of the earthquake, 

to him 5 for, even in this retire- Feb. 8, 1749-50; of the shock of 

ment, he closely applied to the which, though speechless, he ap- 

bringing to perfection many pro- peared sensible. This event hap- 

fitable improvements. One more pened within two days of the full 

particularly he lived to complete, completion of his sixty-fifth year, 

though not to reap any benefit the last twelvemonth of which he 

from it himself; viz. the art of had passed in the utmost torment 

making potash, equal to that of body, but with a calmness and 

brought from Russia, to which resignation that gave testimony of 

place an immense sum of money the most unshaken fortitude of 

used annually to be sent from these soul. He was interred near Lord 

kingdoms, for that article alone. Godo]phin*s roonunient, in the 

In his solitude he wrote and pub- great cloyster of Westminster Ab- 

lished several poetical pieces, par- bey, in the same grave with her^ 

ticularly an heroic poem, entitled who had, while living, been the 

The Fanciady another of the same dearest to him. 

kind, called The Impartial, a poem With regard to Mr. Hiirs pri- 

z 2 
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irate character, he was, in every prevaUedon to accept of a benefit; 
respect, perfectly amiable. His till at the very close of his life, 
|>erson was, in his youth, ex- when his narrow circumstances 
tremely fair and handsome. He compelled him to solicit the act* 
was tall, not too thin, yet gen- ing of his Merope, for the relief of 
teelly made. His eyes were a dark its author from those difficulties 
blue, bright and penetrating ; his out of which he had frequently 
hair brown, and his face oval. His been the generous instrument of 
countenance was most generally extricating others. His manner of 
animated by a smile, which was living was temperate to the greatest 
more particularly distinguishable degree, in every respect but that 
whenever he entered into conver- of late hours, which, as the night 
sation ; in the doing which his is less liable to interruptions than 
address was most engagingly af- the day, his indefatigable love of 
fable, yet mingled with a native study frequently drew him into, 
unassumed dignity, which render- No labour deterred him from the 
ed him equally the object of ad- prosecution of any design which 
miration and respect with those appeared to him to be praisewor* 
who had the pleasi^re of his ac- thy and feasible ; norwasit in the 
quaintance. His voice was sweet, power of the greatest misfortunes 
and his conversation elegant ; and (and, indeed, from his birth, he 
•o extensive was his ki^owledge in seemed destined to encounter 
all subjects, that scarcely any could many) to overcome, or even shake, 
occur on which he did not acquit his fortitude of mind, 
himself in a most masterly and As a writer, he must be allowed 
entertaining manner. His tem- to stand in a very exalted rank of 
per, though naturally warm when merit. And although it may be 
roused by injuries, was equally confessed that the rigid correct- 
noble in a readiness to forgive ness, with which he constantly re- 
. them \ and so much inclined was perused his works for alteration, 
he to repay evil with good, that the frequent use ofcompound epi- 
he frequently exercised that Chris- thets, and an ordo verhorum In 
tian lesson, even to the prejudice great measure peculiar to himself, 
pf his own circumstances. He was have justly laid him open to the 
a generous master, a sincere friend, charge of being, in some places, 
an affectionate husband, and an rather too turgid, and in others 
indulgent and tender parent ; and somewhat obscure ', yet the ner- 
indeed, so benevolent was his dis- vous power we find in them will 
position in general, even beyond surely atone for the former faulty 
the power of the fortune he was and, as to the latter, the intrinsic 
blessed with, that the calamities of sterling sense we constantly find on 
those he knew, and valued as de- a close examination of every pas- 
servings aflected him more deeply sage of his writings, ought to 
, than his own. In consequence of naake us overlook our having been 
this, we find him bestowing the obliged to take some little paitis 
profits of many of his works for in digging through the rock in 
the relief of his friends, and par- which it was Contained. As we 
ticularly his dramatic ones, for have, however, in this place, no- 
none of which he could ever be thing to do with any but his dra- 
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matic writings, the reader may He bears no token of the sablcr streams, 

see a complete catalogue of them ^"^ mounts, far off, among the ^wans 
in the following list, viz. ofThamcs. 

1. Elfrid) or, The Fair Incon- Th»s> though far the gentlest 
^tant, T. 4to. N.D. [171O.] piece of satire in the whole poem, 

2. The Walking Statue; or. The ^nd conveying at the same time an 
Devil in the JVine Cellar. F. 4to. oblique compliment, in saying that 
N. D. [1710.] he received no taint from the dirt 

3. Trick upon Trick 5 or. Squire and filth, roused Mr. Hill to the 
Brainless. C. N. P. taking some notice of it, which 

4. IHnaldo, O. 8vo. 1711. he did by a poem, written during 

5. The Fatal Vision-, or. The bis peregrination in the North, 
FaUofSiam. T. 4to. 171O. entitled The Progress of fVU, a 

6. King Henry K -, or. The Caveat for the Use of an eminent 
Conffuest of France by the English. Writer 5 which he begins with the 
T. 8vo. 1723. following eightlines, in which Mr. 

7. Atheltvold, T. 8vo. 1732. Pope's too well known disposition 

8. Zara. T. 8vo. 1736. » elegantly, yet very severely cha- 

9. Alma. T. 8vo. 1736. racterized: 

10. Merope. T. 8vo. 1749. Tuneful Alexis, on the Thames' fair side. 

11. Roman Revenge. T. 8vo. The ladies' plaything, and the Muses' 
1753. pfidc; 

12. The Insolvent : or. Filial ?^'* "*^"^ popular, with wit polite. 
Piety. T. 8vo. 1758 ^"^^^ though vain, and elegant, though 

10 ILT U • T ' r% r\ hght; 

13. M^Un tn Love. P. O. 8vo. Desiring, and deserving, others' praise, 
1759« Poorly accepts a feme he ne'er repays : 

14. The Muses in Mourning. O. Unborn to cherish, tneahingly approviSy 
1760. ^^^ wants the soul to $prtad the worth 

15! The Snake in the Grass. D. ^"^ ^''''^' 

E. 8vo. 1760. By the *^ sneakinghf approves,*' 

16. Saul. T. 176O. in the last couplet, Mr. Pope 

17. Daraxes. Past. Op. 1766. was much affected 5 and, indeed, 
Mr. Hill's dramatic works, in- through their whole controversy 

clading ' afterwards, in which it was gene- 

The Fatal Extravagance, rally thought Mr. Hill had consi- 

were printed in 2 vols. 8vo. 176O. derably the advantage, Mr. Pope 

Oar author seems to have lived seems rather to express his repent* 

In perfect harmony with all the ance, by denying the offence, than 

writers of bis time, excepting Mr. to vindicate himself, supposing it 

Pope, with whom he had a short to have been given. - 

paperwar,occasionedby that gen- Hill, Herbekt. See Hol- 

tleman's introducing him in the croft, Thomas. 

Diiitaacf, as one of the competitors Hill, Sir John. This gen-, 

for the prize o&sred by the God* tleman, who may very justly be 

dess of Dolness, in the following esteemed as a phaenomenon in li* 

lines: terary history, was perhaps one of 

__ „.,, . . . . , . the most voluminous writers that 

Then H|il essard : scarce vanish d oat ... ^. ^^„ ^♦k-. ^^ u ^ 

cfsiEht *"** ®' *°y other age has pro- 
He buoys up ipstvit, »nd fcturns to duced ; yet, on an examination of 

h^i bisworkij it will, we are afraid. 

13 
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appear^ that be has just Inverted retical part also» of botany; and, 
that sentiment of Horace, which his having procured a recommejada- 
tiamesake, above-mentioned, chose tion to the late Duke of Richmond^ 
for the motto of his Fatal Fision, and the Lord Petre, two noblemen, 
and that the Doctor's maxim will whose love of science and constant 
appear the direct contraiy to the encouragement of genius ever did 
I not for vulgar admiration write ; honour to their country, he was 
To be nveil read, not much, is my delight, by them employed in the regula- 
But of this more hereafter. He was tion of their respective botanic 
the second son of one Mr. Theo- gardens, and the arrangement of 
philus Hill, a clergyman, if we certain curious dried plants, of 
mistake not, of eit her Peterborou^ which they were in possession. As- 
or Spalding. Of the year of oar sisted by the gratuities he received 
author's birth we are not absolute- from these noblemen, he was en- 
!y ascertained, but should, from a abled to put a scheme in execution 
collection of circumstances, be apt of travelling over several parts of 
to conclude it about 1 7 1 6 or J7 1 7 j this kingdom, to gather certain of 
as in the year 1740 we find him the more rare and uncommon 
engaged in a controversy with Mr. plants 3 a select number of which. 
Rich in regard to a little opera prepared in a peculiar manner, he 
called Orpheus, in which much proposed to publish, as it were, hf 
personal abuse appeared on both subscription, at a certain price* 
aides. He was originally bound The la'bour and expenses atten- 
apprentice to an apothecary 5 after dant on an undertaking of thif 
serving his time to whom, he set kind, however, being very great, 
up in that profession, in a little and the number of even probablf^ 
shop in St. Martin's Lane; but, purchasers veiy few, , the emolu- 
having Very early encumbered him- ments accruing to him from all hH 
self with the cares of a family, by industry, which was indeed inde- 
»n hasty marriage with a young fatigable, were by no means ado* 
woman of no fortune, the daugh- quate either to his expectations or 
ter of one Mr. Travers, who was his merits. The stage now pre-^ 
household steward to the late Earl sented itself to him as a soil in 
of Burlington, and whom he fell which genius might stand a chance 
in love with at a dance, he of flourishing. But this plan 
found the little business he had in proved likewise abortive, and, after 
his profession insufHcient for the two or three unsuccessful attempts 
support of it, and therefore was at the Little Theatre in the Hay- 
obliged to apply to other resources market, and the Theatre Uoyal in 
to help out the poor pittance he Covent Garden, he was obliged to 
could obtain by his regular occu- relinquish his pretensions to t}M 
pation. Having, during his ap- sock and buskin, and apply again 
prenticeship, attended the botani- to his botanical advantages, bsA 
cal lectures which are periodically his business as an apothecary, 
given under the patronage of the During the' course of theae oc- 
company of Apothecaries, and be- currences, he was introdno^d to 
ing possessed of quick natural parts the acquaintance of Martin Folkes, 
and ready abilities, he* had made Esq. the late president of the 
■himself a very complete master of Royal Society, to Dr, Alexander 
the practical^ and indeed the theo* Stuart, Mr. Henzy Baker, F. R. S. 
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qn4 imny pth^ gentlemen etxii* 
Dent in the literaiy and phiJoso- 
phlcal world, by all of whom he 
was received and entertained, on 
every occasion, with the utmost 
candour and warmth of friendship; 
being esteemed a young man of 
very considerable abilities, strug- 
gling with the most laudable as- 
siduity against the stream of mis- 
fortune, yet with a degree of 
bashful diffidence, which seemed 
an insurmountable bar to his ever 
being able to stem the torrent, or 
make that fiorure in life to which 
bis merit justly entitled him. In 
|his point of view Mr. Hill apr 
peared for a considerable time, ad- 
mitted to every literary assembly^ 
esteemed and caressed by all the 
individuals which composed them, 
yet indigent and distressed, and 
sometimes put to difficulties for 
the obtaining even the common 
necessaries of life. At length, 
about the year 1745 or 1746, at 
)vhich time he had a trifling ap- 
pointment of apothecary to a re- 
giment or two in the Savoy, he 
firanslated from the Greek a small 
U^ct, written by Theophrastus, on 
Kones and gems, which, by the 
gdditionof a great number of very 
Judicious and curious notes, he 
enlarged into an octavo volume of 
three shillings and sixpence price, 
which formed almost a complete 
system of that branch of natural 
history. This work he published 
by subscription, and, being ex- 
tremely well executed, and as 
.stroi;igly recommended by all his 
literary friends, it not only an- 
swered his expectations from it 
with respect to pecuniary advan- 
tages, but also established a repu- 
tation for him as a writer i in con- 
sequence of which he was imme- 
diately engaged in works of more 
jement^ and of jgreater importance. 



The first work he undertook was 
a general Natural History, in three 
volumes, fblioj the first of which, 
exclusive of other writings, he 
completed in less than a twelve- 
month. He was also engaged, in 
conjunction with George Lewi^ 
Scott, Esq. in a Supplement to 
Chambers's Dictionary. He took on 
him the management of a monthly 
publication, entitled The British 
Magazine, in which he wrote a 
great variety of essays on different 
subjects; and was at the same time 
concerned in many other works. 
In short, the rapidity of his pen 
was astonishing ; nor will it per- 
haps readily gain credit with pos- 
terity, that while he was thus era- 
ployed in several very voluminous 
concerns at one time, some of 
which were on subjects that 
seemed to claim singly the whol^ 
of his attention, and which he 
brought to perfection with an ex- 
pedition that is scarcely to be con» 
ceived, he solely, and without any 
assistance, carried on 2i daily perio*. 
dical essay, under the title of The 
Inspector. Nor was this the only 
extraordinary circumstance attend- 
ing on it ; for, notwithstanding all 
this employment, so much leisure 
did he find means ever to reserve 
to himself, that he was, at the same 
time, a constant frequenter of every 
place of public amusement. No 
play, opera, ball, or assembly, but 
Mr. Hill was sure to be seen at ; 
where he collected, by wholesale, 
a great variety of private intrigue 
and pergonal scandal, which he as 
freely retailed again to the public^ 
in his Inspectors and Magazines. 

But now a disposition began to 
show itself in this gentleman, which 
those, who had been the most in« 
timate with him in his earlier parts 
of life, could never have suspected 
in him, viz. aa unbouQde4 shat^ 
z4 
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ofvanity and self-sufficiency, which extent, and may be handed do^n 
had for years lain dormant behind to posterity when the cause of 
the mask of their direct opposite them is f^gotten, it will not, per- 
qualities of humility and diffi- haps, be disagreeable to our read- 
dence 5 a pride, which was perpe- ers, if we take up a small portion 
tually laying claim to homage by of their time in a detail olf the 
no means his due> and a vindic- 6rigin and progress of it. 
tiveness which never could forgive When Mr. Hill had started all 
the refusal of it to him. Hence it at once, as we have before related, 
was, that personal abuse and the from a state of indigence and dis- 
most licentious and uncandid scur- tress, to taste the comforts of very 
rility continually flowed from his considerable emoluments from his 
pen J every affront, though ever so labour, giddy with success, and 
trivial, which his pride met with^ elated, beyond bounds, with the 
being assuredly revenged by a pub- warm sunshine of prosperity, he 
lie attack on the morals, under- seemed to be seized with a kind of 
standings, or peculiarities of the infatuation. Vanity took entire 
person from whom it had been possessiop of his bosom, and banish- 
received. In consequence of this ed from thepc^ every considera- , 
disposition, we find him very fre- tion but of self: His conversation 
quently engaged in personal dis- turned on little else, and even his 
putes and quarrels ; particularly very writings w^re tainted .with 
in one with an Irish gentleman, of perpetual details of every little 
the name of Browne, who,- on occurrence that happened to him. 
linding himself universally consi- A passion for dress, show, and pa- 
dered as the person intended by a rade, the natural attendants on 
very ridiculous character drawn in self-love, now broke forth ; be set 
one of the Inspectors, ' thought op his chariot, and, professing; tp 
proper to bestow some correction assume the character of a mere 
on nim, not of the gentlest kind, man of pleasure, gallantry, and boi\ 
in the public gardens of Rane- ton, affected to express, on every 
lagh, to which, however, Mr. Hill occasion^ the highest contempt for 
does not appear to have replied business, and the drier kinds of 
with any Dther weapon than his study. His raillery, both in com- 
pen. He also engaged himself in panyand in his writings, frequent- 
a little paper war with Mr, Wood- ly turned on those who closely at- 
ward, the coniedian, in conse- tached themselves to philosophical 
quence of an insult that comedian investigations, more especially id 
received, in the exercise of his the branches of natural philosophy, 
profession, fron^ a gentleman in The common-place wit of abusing 
one of the boxes. Mr. Hill was the medal- scraper, the butterfly^ 
also extremely busy in the oppo- hunter, the cockle-shell mer- 
sition against the laf^ Mr/ Henry chant, &g. now appeared in some 
Fielding, ii^ that intricate and of his Magazines and Inspectors^ 
inexplicable afiPair of Elizabeth and in two or three places he evep 
Canning. But the most irpportant indulged some distant glances of 
contest he was ever concerned in satire at the Royal Society. Not- 
was his attack on the Royal $0- withstanding which, however, 
ciety of London : as his writ- when the Supplement to Cham- 
Ings op this subject are of some b^rs'si^ic/iondry was nearly finish^ 
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ed, the proprietors of that work, 
very sedsible of the weight which 
an F. R. S. annexed to the an* 
tbor's name» ever, has in the re- 
commendation of a work of that 
nature, were very desirous that 
Mr. Hill (who had just before this 
purchased a diploma for the de- 
gree of doctor of phjrsic from the 
Scotch university of St. Andrews) 
should also have this addition as 
well as Mr. Scott, his colleague in 
the work. In consequence of this 
their design^ the new Dr. Hill pro- 
cured Mr. Scott to propose him 
for election into that honourable 
body ; but the Doctor's conduct for 
some time past having been such 
as had rendered him the object of 
contempt to some, of disgust to 
others, and of ridicule to almost 
all the rest of h'ls former grave and 
philosophical acquaintances, he 
now stood but a very indi^rent 
chance for carrying an election, 
where an opposition of one third 
was sufficient to reject the candi- 
date; and as tjbe failing in that 
attempt might have done our au- 
thor more essential prejudice than 
the succeeding in it could even 
have brought him advantage, the 
late ingenious and worthy presi- 
dent, Martin Folkes, £sq. whose 
remembrance itiust ever live in the 
highest estimation with all who 
.ever had^the honour of knowing 
him^ notwithstanding that Dr. Hill 
had given him personal occasion 
of offence against him, yet with 
the utmost generosity and candour 
advised Mr. Scott to dissuade his 
friend, for bis own sake, against a 
design in which there appeared 
80 little probability of his succeed- 
ing. This advice, however. Dr. 
Hill, instead of considering it in 
the generous light it was meant, 
misinterpreted into a prejudiced 
oppositioQ against his interest j and 



would have persisted in his^ inten- 
tion even in despite of it, had not 
his being unable to obtain the sub- 
scription of the requisite number 
of members to his recommenda- 
tion^ obliged him to lay it aside, 
from a conviction that he could 
not expect to carry an election in 
a body composed of three hundre^ ' 
members, of which he could not 
prevail on three to set their names 
to the barely recommending him 
as a candidate. Thus disappoint- 
ed, his vanity piqued, and his 
pride lowered, no relief was left 
him but railing and scurrility; for 
which purpose, declaring open war 
with the society in general, he first 
published a pamphlet, entitled A 
DUsertaiion on Royal Societies, in 1 
letter from a Sclavonian nobleman 
in London to bis friend in Sclavo- 
nia ; which, besides the most ill- 
mannered and unjust abuse on the 
whole learned body, of which he 
had been just aiming, in vain, to 
become a member, is interlarded 
with the grossest personal scurrility . 
on the characters of Mr. Folkes and 
Mr.Henry Baker, two gentlemen to 
whom Dr. Hill had formerly been 
under the greatest oSHgations, and 
whose respective reputations in 
both the moral and literary world 
had long been too firmly establish- 
ed, for the weak efforts of a dis^ 
appointed scribbler to shake or 
undermine. Not contented with 
this, he proceeded to compile a 
large quarto volume, entitled A 
Review of the Works of the Royal 
Society ; in which, by the most un- 
fair quotations, mutilations, and 
misrepresentations, numbers of the 
papers read in that illustrious as- 
sembly, and published under the 
title of The Philosophical Transact 
tions, are endeavoured to be ren- 
dered ridiculous. This work is 
ushered into the world witha most 



346 
H I li HtL 

afamiite.' and iufamous dedkaliuir for getting tDoney» whieh, ib we 
to Martip Folkes^ Esq. -, against are infoztaed, brought him a very 
whom and the afo/e-xnentioned considerable income. This w^& oo 
Mr. Henry Baker, the weight of other than the preparation of oer- 
this furious attack was chiefly tain sim]^le medicines, whose efr 
aimed 5 since of the few other au« fects are very serviceable in many 
thors, who have been dragged in cases; and« being mostly of tlie ve- 
to suffer the lash of the Doctor*8 getable kind^ are^ we believe, veiy 
abuse, much the greater part c^ inojQfensive in all. These medi« 
them seem to have had no claim cines, in consequence of constant 
to his resentment, but that of be- advertisements and puffing, have 
H)g correspondeutK of, or their had a very exteujdve sale and coo:- 
pieces being communicated by, sumption,andare, we think, chiefly 
one or the other of these gentle- of four sorts, viz. tlie essence qf 
men. But here again Dr. Hill water^ock, tincture of valerian, 
met with a disappointment 3 for pectoral balsam of hon^ , and Hitcr 
the persons whom he had thus ture qf bardana. Dr. Hiil was, 
wijustly and ungratefully attacked, ' for some time, warmly patronized 
being greatly above the reach of by the Earl of Bute; through whose 
bis malice, he found the ill eflects . interest, we have been informed, 
of it, like a recoiling piece, revert he was appointed to the manage^ 
00 himself; the world, instead of roent of the royal gardens; but, 
laughing with him, despised him; by what means we know not, the 
those, who would have otherwise grant was never confirmed. Un- 
been the principal purchasers of der that nobleman's patronage, 
feis philosophical writings, were and, we believe, cJt bis expense, 
pow too much exasperated to af- the Doctor published a very pomp«» 
£:>vd him the least encouragepaent ousand voluminous botanical work, 
or assistance. By giving so ample entitled A System of Botany, with 
a scope to personal slander and a great number of elegant coppeff 
scurrilous abuse in some of his plates. 

works, and by his too great hurry. About the same time he fre* 
and the impossibility of giving a quently appeared Dt the magnifi* 
proper digestion to others, he made cent routs of the late Dutchess of 
himself so many personal enemies Northumberland, where, had he 
on the one hand, and wrote him« <iK>t been generally known, the 
$elf so out of repute, both with splendour of his dress might have 
(the town and the booksellers, on denoted him to be some person of 
the other, tibat at length, even real consequence and fortune. JBot 
when employed by the latter, he as the frequenters of this elegant 
was obliged, by contract, to con- assembly took not the slightest 90r 
ceal from the former his being the tice of him, his situation among 
author, from the consideration that the great and the police was rather 
his ' very name was sufficient to an object of commiseration than 
damp the sale of any piece to envy. 

iwhich it might be affixed. This, In ihe latter part of his life he> 
however, did not prevent his en* was honoured by the King of S we- 
gaging in many works, tbovigh not den with the order of Vasa, an4 
fio voluminously as before, till at died in November I7f5, of the 
length he hit ujpon anotbejr method i;out^ a disorder whicbj IhQ^gb h^ 
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{nofessed to cure in others, fae was with regard to veracity which (he 

unable to root out of his Own relation of literary facts so rigidly^ 

constitution. He was buried at demands. His novels^ of which 

Denham. he has written many, such as The 

And now, having related what History of Mr, Loveill (in which 

Euliar circumstances we have he had endeavoured to persuade 
n able to collect in regard to his the world he bad given the de« 
life, it may be expected that we tail of his own life). The ylchen-* 
should give-some observations with tures of a Creole, The LafeofLady 
respect to his character j yet these Frails &c. have, in some parts of 
we shall here confine only to his them, incidents not disagreeably 
literary one, and the rank of merit related j but th^ most of them are 
which his writings ought to stand no more than narratives of private 
in* Dr. HilFs greatest enemies intrigues, containing, throughout, 
could not deny that he was master the grossest calumnies, and aiming 
of considerable abilities, and an at the blackening and undermin* 
amazing quickness of parts. The ing the private characters of many 
rapidity of his pen was ever asto* respectable and amiable person- 
pishing 3 and we have been ere- ages. In his essays, which are by 
dibly informed, that he has been much the best of his writings, there 
known to receive, within one year, is, in general, a liveliness of ima* 
no less than fifteen hundred pounds gination, and a prettiness in the 
for the works of his own single manner of extending perhaps some 
hand \ which, as he was never in very trivial thought 3 which, at 
such estimation as to be entitled the first coup-d'ceil, is pleasing 
to any extraordinary price for his enough, and may, with many, b9 
copies, is, we believe^ at least three mistaken for wit y but, on a nearer 
times as much as ever was made by examination, the imagined sterling 
any one writer in the same period will be found to dwindle dowii 
of time. But, had he wrote much into mere French plate. A con* 
less, he wduld probably have been tinned use of smart short periods, 
much more read. The vast va- bold assertions, and- a routine of 
riety of subjects he handled, cer- egotisms, for the most part give a 
tainly required such a fund of glitter to them, which, however, 
universal knowledge, and such a presently sullies to the eye, and 
boundless genius, as were never, seldom tempts the spectator to a 
perhaps, known to centre in any second glance. In a word, the 
ime man; and^ therefore it is not utmost that can be said of Dr. Hill 
to be wondered at, if, in regard to is, that ,he had talents, but that 
some, he appears very inaccurate, he, in general, either greatly mis- 
in some very superficial, and, in applied them, or most miserably. 
Others, veiy inadequate to the hacknied ihem out. 
task he had undertaken. By his As a dramatic writer he stands - 
works in the philosophical way in no estimation, nor has been 
be seemed roost likely to have known in that view by any tiling 

{mrchased future fame, had he al- but three very insignificant little 

owed himself time to have digest- pieces, one of which we have men* 

^ the knowledge he was possessed tioned above. Their titles are : 

pf^ or adhered to that precisioA 1. Orpheus* O. fol. 174(X 
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2. The Maiden Whim ; or. The 
Critical Minute. F. 1/5(5. N. P. 

3. the Rout. F. 8vo. 1758. 
Hill, Ricrakd. We suspect 

this name to be a fictitious one, 
and inteoded to be imposed on the 
public for the author of several 
pieces against the celebrated John 
Wesley. Jt stands^ however, be- 
fore one drama» entitled 

The Gospel Shop. Com. 8vo. 

1778. 

Hilton, William, a resident, 
we believe, of Newcastle upon 
Tyne, where he published, by 
subscription, two volumes of his 
poetical works, which contained, 

1. jlrihur, T. 8vo. 1776. 

3. Siege of Palmyra. T. 8vo. 
177a. 

HippisLEY, John, a comic 
actor of considerable merit, whose 
performance on the stage was much 
heightened by a distortion of his 
lace, occasioned by an accidental 
bum in his youth. His situation 
in the theatre was . at tirst very 
low, being no more than a candle- 
snuffer; but on the death of 
Pinkethman he succeeded to all 
his characters, and was received in 
them by the public with great ap- 
plause. He built a theatre at 
Bnstol, and had another in some 
Ibrwardness at Bath when he died. 
At one period of his life, he kept 
a coffee-house somewhere near 
Covent (jarden,and died at Bristol, 
the 12th of February 1748. He 
wrote, 

1. A Journey to Bmtol] or. The 
Honest Welshman, F. 8vo. [1731.] 
And altered Cibber*s Hob^ under 
the title of, 

2. Flora. Op. 8vo. 1730. 

3. Sequel to Flora. 8vo. 1732. 

Mr. Hippisley had two daugh- 
ters, both actresses; and ope of 
them, Mrs. Green, was excellent 
in the characters of ancient ladies 



and abigails. He had also a ion, 
who died in the situation ofgm^enior 
of a fort in Africa : he was a man 
of letters, and wfote several very 
sensible pamphlets. Old Mr. Hip- 
pisley at one time intended him 
for the stage, and he actually per- 
formed Tom Thumb. Speaking 
to Quin on this subject, he was 
told by the cynic, that if the 
young gentleman was designed for 
the theatre, it was high time to 
burn him (i. e. in order to give 
him some resemblance to his fa- 
ther). Hippisley 's *' Drunken 
" Man'* is a piece of humour 
which is still occasionally delivered 
on the stage. 

Hitchcock, Robert, was for- 
merly an actor on the York $tage, 
and afterwards prompter at the 
Haymarket, in the late Mr. Col- 
man's time; where his daughter 
made her first appearance in The 
Silver Tankard, 178I ; after which 
he became prompter in Dublin, and 
his wife and daughter great fa<^ 
vourites on the Irish stage. The 
latter retired, in consequence of 
her marriage with a gentleman, 
now an eminent barrister in Dub* 
lin ; but her mother, we believe, 
still retains her situation as an 
actress. Mr. Hitchcock, while in 
Dublin, wrote A History of the 
Irish Stage, 2 vols. 12mo. 1794. 
He had a son, who was bred in 
the university of Dublin, and is 
now s^t the Irish bar. Mr. Hitch- 
cock was the author of two plays, 
called, 

1. The Macaroni. C. 8vo. 1773. 

2. The Coquette ; or, The Mis* 
takes of the Heart. C. 8vo. 1777. 
and died in Clarendon Street^ 
Dublin, toward the latter end of 
the year I8O9. His abilities as an 
actor were very moderate; but he 
•bore, universally, the character of 
^ bonesitj worth^^ sensible maa« 
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HiTCHENBji, W. H. A person of Hereford while his father filled 
of this name is author of that see ; and was appointed phy- 

Ivor, Tr. 8vo. 1808. sician to His Majesty's household 

HoADLY, Dr. £bnjamxn, el- so early as June Q, J 742. It is 
dest son of the Bishop of Win- remarkable^ that he was for some 
Chester, was born Feb. 10, 1705-6, years physician to both the house- 
io Broad Street ; educated, as was holds together ; having been ap- 
his younger brother, at Dr. New- pointed to that of the Prince of 
come*8, at Hackney, and Corpus Wales, Jan. 4, 1745-6, in the 
Christi College, Cambridge^; be- place of Dr. L^motte, a Scotch- 
ing admitted pensioner, April 8, man with a French name (whom 
1722, .under the worthy Arch- the Prince had himself ordered to 
bishop Herring, then tutor there, be struck out of the list, on hb im- 
Here he took a degree in physic, prudent behaviour at the Smyrna 
in 1727; and, particularly apply- Coffee-house, at the time of the 
ing to mathematical and philo^o- rebellion, l?^^) i and with parti- 
phical studies, was well known cular circumstances much to his 
(along with^ the learned and in- honour: the Prince himself, bejfbre 
genious Drs. David Hartley and the warrant could be finished, or- 
Davies, both afterwards of Bath, dering the style to be altered) and 
who with him composed the whole that he should be called physician 
class) to make a greater progress, to the household, and not in extra* 
under the blind professor Saunder- ordinary, as the other had been : 
son, than any young gentleman observing^ that this would secure 
then in the university^ When His that place to him in case of a de- 
late Majesty was at Cambridge, in mtse, and be a bar against any one 
April 1728, he was qpon the list getting over him. Nay, not con* 
of gentlemen to be created doctors tent with this, his Royal Highness 
of physic ; but, either by chance voluntarilv wrote a letter to the 
or mafiagement, his name was not Bishop with his own hand — ** that 
found in the last list ^ and he Jiad *' he was glad of this opportuoi^ 
not his degree of M. D. till about ** of giving him a token of hit 
a month after, by a partic ular man- ' ^ gratitude for his services fonnerly 
damns. Through this transaction '' to his family $ and that he was 
it appeared that Dr. Snape had not '^ his affectionate Faed£RICK> P.*' 
forgotten Jior forgiven the name of —This, b^ing at a time when the 
Hoadly; for he not only behaved families were not upon the best 
to him with great ill-manners, but terms, is a' proof that Dr. Hoadly 
obstructed him in it as much as was a most unexceptionable inair. , 
lay in his power. He was F. R. S. He was said to have filled the posts 
very young, and had the honour with singular honour. He married, 
of being made known to the learn- 1, Elizabeth, daughter of Henry 
ed world as a philosopher, by A Betts, Esq. of Suffolk, counsellor 
Letter from the Reverend Dr^a- at law, by whom he had one son,. 
muelClarke to Mr. Benjamin Hoad- Benjamin, who died an infant. 2. 
ly, F.R.S. occasioned hy the pre" . Ann, daughter and coheiress of the 
tent Controversy among Mathema^ Honourable Greneral Armstrong, 
tidans concerning the Proportion of by whom he left no issue. He 
. Velocity and Force in Bodies in died in the lifetime of his faxheT, 
Motion. He was made registrar August 10, 17^7> at his house at 
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Chelsea^ aAenvards Sir tlichard 
Glyn*s« which he bad built ten years 
before. He published^ 1. Three 
Letters on the Organs of Respira- 
tion, read at the iloyal College of 
Physicians, London, A.D. 1737, 
being the Gulstonian Lectures for 
that Year, To which is added, an 
Appendix, t&ntainins Remarks on 
some Experiments <if Dr. Houston, 
published in the Transactions of the 
Royal Society for the Year 1736, 
by Benjamin Hoadly, M. D. Fellow 
if the College of Pnysicians, and of 
the Royal Society, London, 1740, 
4to. 2. Oratio Anniverfiaria in 
Theatro Coll. Medicor. Londinen* 
Slum, ex Harveii histitut^ habita, 
die l&* Oct. A.Di 1742, a Benj. 
Hoadly, M.D. Coll. Med. ei S.R,S. 
1742, esteemed a very elegant 
piece of Latin . 3 . The Suspicious 
Husband, a comedy, 4. Obser- 
vations on a Series of Electrical 
Experiments, By Dr. Hoadly and 
Mr. Wilson, F.R.S. 4to. 175(5. 

The Doctor was, in his private 
character, an amiable humane man, 
and an agreeable sprightly com- 
panion. In his profession he was 
learned and judicious; and, as a 
writer, there needs no further testi- 
mony to be borne to his merit, 
than the very pleasing comedy he 
has left behind him, which, when- 
ever represented, continually af- 
fords fresh pleasure to the audi- 
ence. We scarce have need to 
mention to any one, the least con- 
versant with theatrical aflairs, that 
we mean 

The Suspicious Husband. Com. 
8vo. 1747. 

He also left behind him, in ma- 
nuscript, 

The Toilers. C. Acted 1797- 

Hoadly, Dr. JoHK, Ttis gen- 
tleman was the youngest son of 
Dr. Benjamin Hoadly, Bishop of 
Winchester. He was born in 
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Broftd Street, October S, 1 711, and 
educated at Mr.Newcome's school 
in Hackney, where he got great 
applause by performing the part 
of Phocyas in The Siege ofDamaS" 
cus. In June 1730, he was ad- 
mitted at Corpus Christ! College, 
in Cambridge, and about the same 
time at the Temple, intending to 
study the law. This design, how- 
ever, he soon abandoned ; for in 
the next year we find he had re- 
linquished all thoughts of the law 
as a profession. He took the de- 
gree of LL. B. m 1735, and, on 
the 29th of November following, 
was appointed chancellor of Win- 
chester, ordained deacon by bis 
father Dec. 7, and priest the 2l8t 
of the same month. He was im- 
mediately received into the Prince 
of Wales's household as his chap- 
lain, as he afterwards was into that 
of the Princess Dowager, May 6, 

1751. 

His several preferments he re- 
ceived in the following order of 
time: The rectory of Michel- 
mersh, March 8,* 1737 ; that of 
Wroughton, in Wiltshire, •Sept. 8, 
1 737 J and that of Alres/bfd, and 
a prebend of Winchester, 29th of 
November in the same year. On 
June ,9, 1743, he was instituted 
to the rectory of St. Mary, near 
Southampton; and, on Dec. l6, 
1746, collated to that of Overton. 
He had the honour to be the first 
person on whom Archbishop Her- 
ring conferred the degree of a 
doctor. In May 176O, he was ap- 
pointed to the mastership of St. 
Cross; and all these preferments 
he-^njoyed until his death, except 
the living of Wroughton and the 
prebend of Winchester. He wrote 
some poems in Dodsley*s Collec" 
tion, and is supposed to have very 
materially assisted his brother in 
The Suspicious Husband. He like- 
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wise published an edition of his 
father*s works, in 3 vols, folio. 
After living to the age of sixty- 
four, the delight of his friends, he 
died March l6, 1770; and with 
him the name of Hoadly became 
extinct. 
He was the author of, 

1. The Contrast. Play. 1731. 

N.P. 

2. Jephtha. Orat. 8vo. 1737. 

3. iJive^s Revenge, D. P. 4to. 

1737. 

4. The Force of Truth. Orat. 

1744. 

5. Pkale. P. O. 8vo. 1748. 
He also revised Lillo*s jirden of 

Feversham} and wrote the fifm 
act of Miller's Mahomet, 

He left several dramatic works 
in manuscript behind him; and^ 
among the rest. The House-keeper, 
9 farce, on the plan of H^h Life 
lelow. Stairs, in favour of which 
piece it was rejected by Mr. Gar- 
rick ; together with a tragedy on 
a religious subject. So great, how- 
ever, was the Doctor's fondness for 
theatrical exhibitions, that no vic- 
tors were ever long in his house 
before they were solicited to accept 
a part in some interlude or other. 
He himself, with Garrick and 
Hogarth, once performed a laugh- 
able parody on the scene in Julius 
Ccesar, where the Ghost appears 
to Brutus. Hogarth personated 
the spectre J but so unretentive 
was his memory, that, although 
his speech consisted only of a few 
lilies, he was unable to get them 
by heart. At last they hit on the 
following expedient in his favour : 
The verses he was to deliver were 
written in such large letters on the 
outside of an illuminated paper 
lantern, that he could read them 
when he entered with it in his 
hand on the stage. Hogarth pre- 
pared the play-bill oh this occa« 
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sion with characteristic ornaments. 
The original drawing is slill pre- 
served, and we could wish it were 
engraved 5 as the slightest sketch 
from the design of so grotesque a 
painter would be welcome to the 
collectors of his works. 

The tragedy was on the story 
of Lord Cromwell, and its author 
designed to give it to the stage. 
In a letter, dated August 1, 176^9 
he thus apologizes to a friend to 
whom he intended to present the 
copy : " Your kind concern, &c. 
" demanded an earlier acknow- 
** ledgment, had I/Uot delayed till 
*' an absolute answer came from 
** my friend David Garrick, with 
'« his fixed resolution never more 
'' to strut and fret his hour upon^ 
*' the stage again* This decree has 
*' unhinged my schemes with re- 
*' gard to Lord Cromwell ; for no- 
" thing but the concurrence of so 
*' many circumstances in my favour 
*' (his entire disinterested friend- 
*' ship for me and the good Doctor's 
'' memory j Mrs. Hoadly*s bring- 
*' ing on a piece of the Doctor's 
" at the same time 3 the story of 
*' mine being on a religious sub- 
" ject, &c. J and the peculiar ad- 
vantage of David's unparalleled 
performance in it) could have 
'* persuaded me to break through 
the prudery of my profession^ 
and (in my station in the church) 
produce a play upon the stage.** 
HoARE, Prince, was born at 
Bath, where his father, Mr. Wil- 
liam Hoare, was a painter of con- 
siderable eminence. Our author 
was placed early under the tuition 
of Mr. Hele, first master of the 
grammar-school at Bath ; and, 
during the intervals of school hours, 
was instructed by his father in 
paiiiting, in which he made a con- 
siderable progress. At seventeen 
he was sent to London, and be- 
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came a student of the Roynl Aca- 
demy, where he manifested his 
attachment to the arts, by devoting 
more thali the regular time to 
labour, and not unfrequently work- 
ing the whole day without inter- 
mission. According to the practice 
of other artists, Mr. H. commenced 
his travels in I776j and, after an 
absence of four years, returned to 
England, and settled in London. 
He continued in his profession with 
considerable success, painting por- 
traits and historical subjects ; but 
an ill state of health obliged him 
suddenly to decline it, and with- 
draw to the sea-coast for the bene- 
fit of the air. He now, for amuse- 
ment, attempted dramatic writing; 
and while on his way to Lisbon, 
which voyage was recommended 
to him for the recovery of his 
health, he presented the first off- 
spring of his Muse (Such Things 
Were, a tragedy) to the managers 



of the Bath theatre, and at Lisbon 8vo. 1802. 



HOD 

* 

2. No Song, No Supper. Mus. 
F. 1790. N. P. 

3. TheCaveofTropIionius. M. 
E. 1791. N.P. 

4. Dido, Queen of Carthage, O. 
8vo. 1792. 

5. Prize. M. E. 1793. N. P. 

6. My Grandmother. M. F. 
1793. N.P. 

7. The Three and the Deuce i 
M. C. D. 1795. 8vo. 1806. 

8. Loch and Key, M. £. 8vo. 

179^. 

9. Mahmoud, Op. 1796. N. P. 

10. JuUa. T. 179a. See Such 
Things Were, 

11. A Friend in Need, M» E. 
1797. N.P. 

J 2. Italian Villagers. ' C. Op. 
1797. N.P. 

13. Si^hs, C. 8vo. 1799. 

14. Children ; or. Give them their 
Way, Com. Dr. 1800. N.P. 

15. Indiscretion, C. 8vo. 1800. 

16. Chains of the Heart. Op. 



had the gratification to hear of its 
success. He returned to England 
in June 1788, having derived much 
benefit from his excursion ) and, 
by the persuasions of Mr. Storace, 
who then was eminent as a com- 
poser, and flattered by the reception 
of his first play> he applied his 
mind entirely to dramatic compo- 
sition. But finding the managers 
^ London less compliant than the 



17. Paragraph, M. E. ^vo. 
1804. 

i^. Partners, C 1805. N.P.. 

19. Something to do. C. 180S. 
N. P. 

To Mr. Hoare is also ascribed, 

20. The Captive of Spilshurg. 

M. E. 8vo. 1799- 

HoDSON, William. Tliis gen- 
tleman was a native of Cam- 
bridge J admitted of Trinity Col- 



managers of Bath, he was obliged lege in \7^i took the degree of B. 
at first to bring out his pieces for . A. 1764, commenced M.A. 1767, 

benefits, and consequently forego and in 1 77^ obtained Mr. Seaton's 

the customary emolument. Their prize. He was likewise author of 

success soon induced the managers two plays, and a farce, called, 

to accept what they had before re- l. Arsaces, T. 8vo. 1775. 

jectedj and having thus established 2. Zoraida. T. 8vo. 178O. 

his fame, he finds no difficulty now 3, Adventures of a Night. F. 

in procuring access to the stage. 8vo. 1783. 

His dramatic writings are, He expired, suddenly, in the house 



I. Such Things Were. T. 1788. 
N.P. 



of theRev.Mr.Borlace, in Emanuel 
Laoe^ Cambridg«^ Oct, 6^ 1793 ; 
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and was at the time of his death 
vice-master of Trinity College, and 
vicar of Hitchin, Herts, to which 
he had succeeded in 1788. 

HoK£R> John, was first demy 
or semi -commoner, afterwards fel- 
low of St. Mary Magdalen College, 
Oxford, and, in 1 535, master of arts, 
being then accounted excellently 
well read in Greek and Latin au- 
thors, a good rhetorician and poet, 
and much commended for his 
fancy. He was living in Mag- 
dalen College in 1543, being then 
bachelor of divinity of three years 
standing, and died, we may con- 
jecture, very shortly after. Among 
other things, he wrote 

Piscaior i or. The Fisher caught. 
Com. N. P, 

HoLGROPT, Thomas, was born 
in Orange Court, Leicester Fields, 
December 22, 1744. His father 
was a shoemaker ; a calling for 
which his son always retained a 
peculiar respect. The former was 
of an unsettled temper, seldoqi 
dwelling long in one place; and 
the son accompanied him in all his 
^regri nations. When Mr. Hol- 
croft was in his teens, he was a 
servant to the Hon. Mr. Vernon j 
his chief employment was to ride 
his master's race-hprses, which 
were io traiping to run at New- 
market, and he was afterwards 
much devoted to the aft of horse- 
manship. He was also consider- 
ably attached to the study of music ; 
and some timer after applied much 
of his attention to connoisseursbip 
in painting. Mr. Holcroft had an 
active mind, and was no sooner 
aware of any path that led lo im- 
provement and excellence, than he 
was anxious to enter that path. 
Notwithstanding this, he perse- 
vered to the age of twenty-five 
years, with some little interrup- 

VOL. !•, 



tion, in his father's tra^e of a shoe^* 
maker. 

About the period of life above 
alluded to, Mr. Holcroft conceived 
a passion for the stage, and offer- 
ed his services at the same time to 
Mr. Charles Macklin and Mr. Sa- 
muel Foote. Foote encouraged 
him I but Macklin talked to him 
in so ispecious a style, and held out 
to him so many temptations and 
pro.spects, which were never real- 
ized, that he was induced to de-' 
cide for Macklin and Ireland 5 a 
decision which he continued long 
to repent. 

In the profession of a player 
Mr. Holcroft continued, not with 
the^most flattering success, till 
after the production of his play 
of Duplicity, in 178I. Imme- 
diately on the exhibition of this 
comedy, he withdrew from the 
st^e as an actor, and for several 
years devoted his attention princi- 
pally to dramatic composition. Hia 
writings of this kind are as follow : 

1. The Crisis. CO. 17/3. N.P. 

2. Duplicity. C. 8vo. 1781. 

3. Noble Peasant. C. O. 8vo. 
1784. 

4. Follies of a Day* C. 8vOr 
1784. 

5. The Choleric Fathers. C. O. . 
8vo. 1785. 

6. Death of Adam. Sv D.^ 8vov 
178^. . . 

7. Hagar in the Wildemess. S.D. 
8vo, 1786. ^ 

S. Joseph made known to hif 
Brethren. S.D. 8vo. I786. 

g. Return of 'Tobias. S.D. 8vOr 
1786. 

10.' Ruth and Naomi. S. D. 
8vo. 1786. 

1 1 . Sacrifice of Isaac. S. D. 
8vo* 17S6. .. 

12. Widow of Sarepta, S. D. 
8vo. 1786. 

^^ A A. 
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13. Seduction. C. Svo. l^sy. putation, In the novels of Alwy*i, 

14. Loz/f5 m Me Ely sian Fields, printed in 1790; Arma St, Ives, 
D. 8vo. 1 789. 1 7g2 j and Nuffh Trevor, 1 7g4, Ha 

15. The School of the World, likewise launched a fourth novel. 
Com. trans. 8vo. 1789. entitled Brian Perdue, in the year 

16. Tantalus at Low. Com. I8O7. The public are farther In* 
transi 8vo. 17S9. dd>tedtethepenofMr.Holeroltto 

17* School for Arrogance, C. niany translations; among others, 

fvo. 1791. I. The private Life of Folttdre, 

18. Road to Ruin, C Svo. l2mo, 2. Afemoirs of BaronTrenck, 

^79^' Svols. 12roo. 3, The Secret His^ 

ig. Love's Frailties, C. Svo. tory of the Court of Berlin, hy tk$ 

179^» Count de Miraheau, 2 vols. 8vo. 

20. Rival Queens, Prel. 1794. 4. Tales of the Castle, by Madaviit 
N. P. de Genlis, 5 vols. 12mo. 5, The 

21. Deserted Laughter, C. Svo. posthumous Wiyrks of Frederick //• 
1795. King of Prussia, 13 vols. 8vo, 

22. Man of Ten Thousand, C. 6, An abridged Display qfthePhv" 
Svo. 1796. siognomy of Lavater, 3 large vols. 

23. Force of Ridicule. C. 1796. Svo. 

X, P. The great action of the life of 

24. Knave or Not. C. Svo. Mr. Holcroft was^ undoubtedly, 
179s. his voluntary surrender to the in* 

35. Deqf and Dumb. H. D. dictroent for ];iigh tfeason^ pre* 

Svo. ISOI. [Under the name of ferred against him in the autuma 

Herbert Hill.] of 1/9^ Few pefBcmis can now 

26. Tale of Mystery, Mel. Dr. doubt, that if the Administration 
Svo. 1802. had succeeded at that time in 

27. Hear both Sides, C. Svo. bringing to capital pumshment 
1803. the twelve persons (many of them 

28. The Two Friends, .Dr. Prov. not personally known to eack 
4to. 1804. other) who were included in one 

29. The Play is over, D. Prov. indictment, the constitution and 
4to. 1804. liberties ei England would hav^ 

30. Lady of thp Rock, MeA. Dr. been endangered, if not destroyed ; 
ivo. 1805. and as few persons will rtAise to 

31. FimHcttve Man, C. Svo. confess, that the voluntary sur- 
IS06. render of one of the parties^ afber 

The following have likewise the Grand Jury had decided thai 

been ascribed to his p^n : they should be tried for their Itves^ 

The German Hotel, C. Svo. was a great and impressive demon* 

1790. [Under the name of Mar- stration of conscious innocence. 

mALL.] After three of them had been tried 

The Inquisitor, P. Svo. 1793* and acquitted^ our author and tbt 

He *s much tq, blame, C. Svo. other eight were discharged with* 

1798. out being ptit upon their trial. 

See, besides^ Theatrical Hi- Mr. Holcroft sp«nt the principal 

CORDER,* in Vol. III. part of the years 1799» 1800, and 

Mr. Holcroft also exercised his 1^1, in Germany and France; 

UlenUf with advantage to his re>- and Uie observatioAs collected by. 
4 



him, iq hi^ tr^Viels, were after- his own cpuqtry, the famous Cpunt 

wards publisl^ed in 2 vols. 4to. Crondemar, who had been nianjr 

HoLUE^r, Mr. In Dowries*^ years ambassador from the court 

fioscius Anglicanus, p, ^6, we find of Spain to that of England. Iq 

there was an author in (hie reign this journey^ his faqetious and 



of Charles If. of thjs pame. He 
is mentioned as the writer of one 
piece^ w^iich probably was never 
printed, entitled 

The Ghosts. Acted between 
1662 and 1665, by the Duke's 
company. 

HoLFORP, Mr. a gentleman 
of Lincoln's Inn, of this name, 
wrote, 

1. The Cave of Neptune. D. P. 

Bvo. 1799. 

2. The Storm. D. Svo. 1799. 
which, however,^ were published 
anonymously. 



agreeable manner greatly Tpgra- 
tiated him in the favour of Counj 
pondemar. 

Soon after his return he wa$ 
appointed, by King Charles the 
First, one of his chaplains 5 and^ 
before 1 626, sueceeded Dr. fridges 
as archdeacon of Oxford. In l642 
he was, by virtue of the King'3 
letters, created, with several others, 
doctor of divinity. Aqd now, the 
rebellion being broken piit, 1^ 
sheltered himself near Oxford: 
but very soon began to. give prop^ 
of a want of steadfastness, wtic^ 



HoLFOKD, Mrs.-M. is author occasioned hixn the blame and cenr 



of . 

, Neither *s the Man. C. Svo. 

This lady has besides written 
Fanny, SeUma, Gresford Vale, &c. 
&C.5 but this is all that we are 
^ble to learn of her. 

Holiday, Dr. Barten. This 
geptlepaan was son of one Thomas 
Holiday, a taylor, and was born 
in the parish of All Saints, in the 
city of Oxford, about the latter 
end of Queen Elizabeth's reign. 



sure of many of his ancient friend^ 
among the clergy j the most of 
whom chose rather to live in po- 
verty during the usurpation, th^ 
by a mean compliance with the 
times to betray the interests of 
the church, and the cause of their 
unhappy exiled sovereign : for, 
when he saw the royal party so &r 
declining, that their cause began 
to appear desperate, he thought it 
the most for his own interest to 
temporize, and appear to join ia 



He was very early entered of with the prevailing power; nay, 

.Chrislchurch, in the university of on Oliver Cromwell's being raised 

Oxford, during the time of Dr. to the protectorship, he even so far 

Ravis, who was not only his pa- coincided wi.th the measures then 

tron, but a relation also. In this pursued, as to submit to an exa- 

college he took his degrees of raination by the triers, in order to 

.bachelor and master of arts, and his being inducted into the rectory 



in 1615 entered into holy orders; 
in which his abilities quickly made 
|iim be taken notice of, and ren- 

.4efed him a very popular preacher. 

. He soon after obtained two good 

Jivings, b#th of them in Oxford- 
shire; and, in the year 16I8, he 
'^eut as chaplain to Sir Francis 

.Stewart, when he accompanied, to 



of Shilton in Berkshire, which had. 
been vacated by the ejectment of 
one Thomas Lawrence, on account 
of his being nan compos mentis. 
He lived, however,- to see the re- 
storation of King Charles II. ; in- 
? ^sequence of which event the' 
^flptor threw up the living he had 
hefi under tiie Protector, and r«-' 
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tntned toEifiey (or Ifley) nearOx- 
ford> to live on his archdeaconry } 
and it is thought that, had he surviv- 
ed, his poetry, and the fame of his 
learning and abilities, gave him -so 
fair a chance for preferment, that^ 
notwithstanding his having acted a 
temporizing part, which had great- 
ly injured him with the royalists, 
it was probable he would soon 
have been raised to a bishopric, or 
at the least to a very rich deanery. 
But the irresistible monarch sum- 
moned him away from the village 
of Eifley on the 2d day of October 
l66l ; three days after which he 
was interred at the foot of Bishop 
King's monument, under the south 
wall of the aisle, joining on the 
south side to the choir of Christ- 
church cathedral, near the remains 
of William Cartwright and John 
Gregory. 

His writings are very numerous, 
both in the classical and theologi- 
cal way ', but he has only left one 
dramatic piece behind him^w^icl^ 
is entitled 

T!;^yoya/Aia. C. 4tO. |6lO. 

Wood relates an anecdote in re- 
lation to this play, which has some 
humour in it, and therefore' may 
not prove unentertaining to our 
readers. He tolls u^, that this 
piece had been publicly acted in 
Christchurch Hall, in the year 
[£. e, Feb. 13] 16 1 ^, and with no 
vefy great applause 5 but that the 
wits of those times, being willing 
to distinguish themselves before 
the King, were resolved, with 
leave, to act the same comedy at 
Woodstock. Permission being ob- 
tained, it was accordingly acted 
on Sunday evening, Aug.26, 1621. 
But, whether it was too grave for 
His Mnjesty and too scholastic for 
the audience, or whether, as sdT.ie 
said, the actors had taken too V^^ch 
wine before they began, in order 



to remove their timidity. His Ma* 
jcsty grew so tired with the per- 
formance, that, after the first two 
acts were over, he several times 
made efforts to be gone. At 
length, however, being persuaded 
by those who were about him to 
have patience till it was over, lest 
the young men should be discou- 
raged by so appjlrent a slight 
shown to them, he did sit it out, 
though much against his will ', on 
which the following smart and in- 
genious epigram was made by a 
certain scholar : 

*' At Christchurch Marriage, done before 

the King, 
'< Lest that the mates should want an 

offering, 
" The King himself did offer. What, I 

pray ?— 
** He ofer*d twice or thrice— /o ^0 away** . 

" 'Tis said by some (says Wood) 
*' that he was ^thor of a comedy, 
'' called 

'' The Gentle Craft ; 
" but whether true, I doubt it." 

HoLLANp, Samuel. Of this 
author it is only known that he 
wrote one dramatic piece (printed 
in a book, entitled Jfit and Fancy 
in a Maze ; or. The incomparahle 
Champion of Love and Beauiie ; a 
mock Romance, 12mo. 1656: 
also in a book, called Romando" 
Mastix; or, A Romance on Ro»' 
mances', 12mo. 166O), called 

Fenus and Adonis, M. 

Holland, W. A. Of this 
person we know no more than that 

Augustus and Gulielmus. Mel. 
Dr. I8O6. N. P. 
was produced under his name. 

HoLMAN, Joseph George, is 
descended from the younger bro- 
ther of Sir JohnHolman, of Wark- 
worth Castle, Oxfordshire, who 
was created a baronet by Charles 
the Second. Sir John Holman 
died without male issue 5 and, if 
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the patent could be granted col* 
laterally^ Mr. Holman has a claim 
to the title. His great-grandfather 
signalized himself in Flanders, un- 
der the arms of the Duke of Marl- 
borough> and was .killed at the 
battle of Dunblain, in Scotland^ 
at the time of the rebellion in 
1715, leaving an infant son. The 
tender years of the child exposed 
him to the artifices and villany of 
those to whom the care of his 
infancy unfortunately devolved. 
They deprived him of the whole 
of his paternal inheritance 3 and 
when, at a mature period, he put 
the affair into litigation, all was 
lost on account of the want of the 
register of his father's birth, which 
Was consumed in a lire at the 
Sardinian ambassador's chapel^ in 
whjch place he was baptized. 
Thus, by the loSs of a small but 
momentous docaml^nt, an heredi- 
tary property of some thousands a 
year was wholly diverted from the 
rightful claimants, and which other- ' 
wise would have descended to the 
subject of our present notice. Mr. 
Holman's ^ther held an ensigncy 
and adjulantcy in the British ser- 
vice } but dying when his son was 
but two years of age, the latter 
became the care of his uncle, who 
placed him, at a proper age, in 
the excellent seminary in Soho 
Square, then under the manage- 
ment of Dr. Barwis, but now con- 
ducted by Dr. Barrow. From 
having been engaged in the annual 
theatrical amusements usual at the 
school we have mentioned, our 
author imbibed a taste for th^ 
sock a/id buskin, which no prosp^t 
of academical honours at the uni- 
versity could tempt him to relin- 
quish. From Soho school Mr. 
Holman went to Queen's College, 
Oxford^ and pursued his studies 
with zeal and success. The am- 



bition of theatrical fame, howefer, 
was nbt tp be subdued; aod» on 
the 26th of October 1784, being 
then twenty years of age, he made 
his first public appearance at Co- 
yent Garden theatre, in the cha* 
racter of Romeo. The strong 
marks of genius, the traces of a 
cultivated mind, the accuracy of 
conception, the energy, fervoui^ 
and sensibility, which evidently 
distinguished his performance, ex- 
cited surprise as well as pleasure in 
the audience; and the flattering 
applause that he received confirm- 
ed him irrevocably an actor. The 
manager, who was eager to secure 
abilities so striking at such an 
early period, offered him an en* 
gagement worthy of his talents, 
and allotted to him ample oppor* 
tunities of displaying those abilities 
in the most advantageous nianner* 
Mr. Holman, however, returned 
in due time, and kept a term at 
Oxford; his theatricsd efforts not 
being considered, by the liberal 
spirit of those who presided- In 
tnat university, as any bar to 
whatever academical distinctions 
he might be desirous of^ obtain- 
ing. The business of the theatre 
prevented his visiting Oxford again 
for three or four years; and, at 
his return, he was permitted to 
wear the gown of a civilian, though 
he had not kept the usual num- 
ber of terms— a circumstance that 
we mention, because, while it shows 
the dignified liberality of his aca- 
demical superiors, it may be con- 
sidered as an honourable tribute 
to his owq talents and personal 
worth. Mr. Holman pronounced 
a Latin oration on the occasion, 
which evinced his grateful respect 
for the university, no less than his 
.classical eloquence. 

At the end of the third season 
he quitted Covent Garden^ in coa^ 
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$e^ij(fhtQ of soHfie differertce about trt; whieh^ the testimony of the 
an idcreS^e of s^ary. He then treasurer, proposed to be substan- 
VisUed Dublin> where he had play- tiated bjr affidavit, estimated at 
ed before during an after-season 5 more than 1 60/. The performers 
^ndy in consequtrice of the appro- observed in Answer, that orders had 
bation hd then thet with, now not been l>eld by any gratuitous 
made advantageous terms with indulgence, but by an established 
Mi*. Daly for the winter season, privilege ; for which they referred 
At the time of his first playing on to a former declaration of the ma- 
the Irish stag^, Mr. Henderson, nager : that the advance of the fine 
Mr.Pope,Mr.Kerftble,Mr.Aickin, from 51. to 30/. gave to the ma- 
Ac. were also engaged. Having nagers the power of depressing apd 
performed at Edinburgh, Birming- degrading professional talents, and 
iidm;, Liverpool, Manchester, &c. of eitortingfrom the first actor of 
vrith considerable applause, he was (be theatre, by that main ^gine 
\re-engag(id by Mr. Harris^ Hid re- of oppression, the whole of his 
Wimed his sittiJitibn at Cdvent Gdr- salary j and that the benefit-charge 
jden With ilifetea^ approbation, had experienced an advance, in 
In the Seasoti of I80di d disagree- the Course x)f twetity years (for it 
i»ent took i*l&ce between the prb- was only 64/. 5s. \n 178O), of 95/. 
prietors b'f Govient Garden, and 15^. This disagreement was left 
eight of their principal perfprttlers, (by tt^utual consent) to thfe Lofd 
y\)i, M^srs. Hblman, Johnstone^ Chamberlain for de<^ision< Iriis 
^Wiffett> Pope> Knight, rt. Jolih- Lordship wished to have 4ed\tktd 
Bton,Mtarideii,^ttdIncledon 3 When the office of arbitrator I biflt g^Ve 
a stat&ttl6nt of their grievah&es was at last hifi opinidil in favour of iMe 
signed and published by the aboVe proprietors; feoomtiiending, at the 
gehtlem^ti. iDhe ground of differ- same time> an amicable adjustm^t 
fence rested principally upon the and oblivion of the past. The 
proprii^tors depriving their per- cotnplaints, of course^ were dhrop- 
Ic^tfiers of the customary -orders ped j and the performers relBStated, 
of adrfiifefeioft-^enlarging the fine except Mr. Holnian, who either 
of 5/. for refUsiftg a character, to was not offered, or would not a^- 
30/.i^and raising the charge of a cept of, a re-engagement. Mr. 
benefit from 140/. to 160/. The Hofmari having ftow quitted a 
ptioprietors contended, that orders theatre which gave birth to his 
Jwid'eVer been held as a gratuitous talents, performed a few nights at 
indulgence i atid that they had the Hayraarket ; and then accept- 
neter been allovtred but with the ed of an engagement for the en- 
Special leave of the managers : suing winter from tlie manager of 
that with respect to the fine for the Dublin theatre, who proposed 
refbsing characters^ hiueh disgust the same to ail or any of the per- 
bad been given to authors, and formeris who might leave Coveiit 
jTbiSfch injury 9one to the property. Garden in consequence of the 
by the rejection of characters; and above disagreement. So great was 
that bn the subject of increasing Mr, Holman*s success in DuWiti, 
the amount bf the benefit-tharge, that he purchaised a share of that 
they were perfectly authorized in theatre, and divided the irianage- 
Jhat proceeding by the increase of ment with Mr. Jones 5 but ^uch 
th^ bightiy expetile^ of the thea- wa6 the distracted st^t« of thtlt 
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kingdom (the actors being, in con- 
seqaence of the rebellion^ some* 
times obliged to perform in the 
day-time), thnt he soon after re- 
linquished a concern which had, 
in better times> been the ruin of 
many excellent performers* He, 
however, continued acting-ma- 
nager, and supported the principal 
characters in tragedy, for.. some 
time after. 

Jn the beginning of the year 
^79^9 Mr. Holman married Jane, 
youngest daughter of the Hon. and 
Rev. Frederick Hamilton, son of 
Lord Archibald Hamilton, and 
grandson of the Duke of Hamil- 
ton, who bore a distinguished part 
in settling the union between Eng- 
land and Scotland. This amiable 
and ^comipUshed lady died June 
11, 1810. 

Of Mr. Holman*s theatrical en- 
gagements at present we have no 
knowledge. As a dramatic writer, 
liowever, he has distinguished him- 
sdf by the following pieces y all of 
ti^hich, except the last mention- 
ed, were very favourably re- 
ceived : 

1. Abroad and at Homi. C. O. 
8vo. 1796. 

2. Red Cross Knights. P. 8vo. 

a. Pbtary of ffkalth. C. 8vo. 

^799- 
4. UHiai a Bhinder I CO. 8vo. 

1800. 

6. Love gives the Alarm. C. 
1804. N. P. 

Holt, Frai^cis Ludlow. This 
gentleman, a barrister, wrote 

The Land we live in* C. 8vo. 
1805v 

Besides which he, in 1810,- pub- 
lished The Latv and Usage of Par^ 
Uament, in Cases of Privilege and 
Contempt", being an 'Attempt to 
reduce them within a Theory and 
Sjfst^^nt-i incJtuUng jan. Afrgument on 



ihe Right of the Brmch of taae^ 
Doors, in the Execioion of theif^ 
Process, 

Home, Jori^, a native of Scot* 
land, bom in the vicini^ty of An« 
crum, in Roxburghshire, in 1724^ 
being intended for the chnrch, re- 
ceived a suitable education, abd 
was in due time ordained, and in-* 
ducted to the living of Athelstane- 
ford; being the successor of the 
Rev. Mr. Blair, author of Thi 
Grave, a very celebrated poem: 
In the rebellion of 1745, the sue-* 
coss of the insurgents under the 
Pretender induced Mr. Home to» 
suspend his clerical character and 
pursuits, and take up arms in de-» 
fence of the existing government: 
He was present at the battle of 
Falkirk j where he was taken pri- 
soner, and, with five or six othe!i* 
gentlemen^ escaped from the castle 
of Down. The rebellion being 
scxon quelled, he resumed the duties 
of his profession. In 1749, he 
tiftited England^ and was intro- 
duced to Collins the poet, who 
addressed to him his Ode on the 
popular Superstitions of the High^ 
lands of Scotland, considered as thd 
Subject of Poetry, 

Mr. Home had, in his leisure 
hours, cultivated the belles l^ttres j 
and, notwithstanding the rigour of 
the church of Scotland, finding 
in his natural genius a bent to 
poetry, and not conceiving that 
tragedy, in which are contained 
the principles of virtue, morality, 
filial duty, patriotic zeal, and re* 
verence for an over-ruling Power, 
could be inconsistent with the 
profession of a religion in which 
all these are in the strongest man-tv 
ner inculcated and enjoined, he 
formed a dramatic piece ; and pre- 
senting it to the managers of the 
theatre at Edinburgh, at that tim^ 
in a more flonriahing coiiditioti 
\a4 
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than it had been for many years 
before, and vying, in every respect, 
as far as circumstances would per- 
mit, with those of Lotidon, they 
saw its merit, readily accepted it, 
put it into rehearsal, and prepared 
for the performance of it in svsch 
a mapner as might do honour to 
the author, and bring both credit 
end etnolument to themselves. 
These transactions,' however, com- 
ing to the knowledge of the elders 
of the kirk, they, in their great 
zeal, remonstrated with the author 
on the heinous crime that he w:'s 
pommitting 3 but he, not quite so 
perfectly convinced as they^ would 
have had him be, of the iniquity 
of the act itself, unconscious of any 
ill intention, and pretty thorough- 
ly persuaded that his play would 
meet with a success from which 
l^e should reap both fame and pro- 
fit, was not willing at once to de- 
sist, nor with his own hands to 
pull down a fabric which he had, 
at the expense of much time and 
labour, been rearing. They now 
endeavoured to terrify the per- 
formers from representing, it, but 
with no better success, Author 
and actors were both equally in-, 
corrigible 3 the piece was brought 
on, and met with that encourage- 
ment to whioh its merit justly en- 
titled it. What remained then for 
these incensed elders tp do, but in 
a public convocation to e^tpel, and 
fpr ever to disqualify for tl^e mini- 
stry, not only this disobedient son, 
but even others, his friends, who 
were wicked enough either to 
keep him company, or to go to 
see his piece performed j and by 
various pamphlets, advertisements, 
&c. to thunder their anathemas 
against those implements of Satan « 
the actors, who had thus led aside^^ 
or at least abetted in his wander-, 
^ng;, this lost sheep of the dock } 
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However^ as persecution taiost; 
commonly defeats its own pur- 
poses^ so did it happetl in this 
case; for the ill treatment which 
Mr. Home had met with from the 
elders of bis church, was amply 
compensated by the applause of 
those who gave a direction to the 
public taste 3 and David Hume, 
being about to publish his Four 
Dissertations, prefixed a dedica- 
tion of them to our author; in 
which he praised this play [see 
Douglas, in Vol. II.] in terms of 
most extravagant eulogy 5 which 
gave occasion to national reEec- 
tions, by no means favourable to 
the performance praised; and the 
dedication was in a short time 
cancelled *. 

The success of Douglas, at the 
Edinburgh theatre, induced our. 
author to offer it to the London 
managers; when, notwithstanding 
all the influence exerted in its fa- 
vour, it was refused by Mr. Gar-» 
rick. Mr. Rich, however, accept- 
ed it, and it was acted the hrst 
time at Coven t Garden, March 14, 
1757, with moderate applause, 
such as by no means indicated that 
celebrity which it afterwards ob-i 
tained. The worth of the play, 
however, was gradually acknow- 
ledged by the public, and it is now 
out of the reach of critical censure. 
Puring the negotiation of the per- 
formance of Douglas in London, 
the austerity of the Scotch divines 
did not abate. Anathemas against 
the theatres, and the frequenters 
of them> daily issued from the 
press ; and censures on those cler- 
gymen who abetted the author, 
were clamoured for wiihout ceas- 

* During the representation of Doug- 
las, a young and sanguine Korth Briton, 
in the pir, exclaimed on a sudden, with 
an air of triumph, <* Weel, lads ; what 
«< think you ol Wully Shakspea^ now ?'* 
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ing. There appearing little hopes 
of conciliation, our author was in- 
duced to withdraw himself from 
the jurisdiction of the presbytery. 
He resigned his living on the 7th 
of June 1757, assumed the lay 
habit, and from that period relin- 
quished both the honours and 
emoluments annexed to the cleri-* 
cal character. 

Thus harshly treated in his own 
country, however, Mr. Home met 
with essential protection in Eng- 
land, fieing known to the Earl of 
Bute, and that nobleman repre- 
senting the circumstances of this 
unreasonable oppression, exercised 
on a man of genius, to our present 
Sovereign, then Prince of Wales, 
his Royal Highness stretched out 
his protecting hand to the author 
of Douglas *y and, by settling a very 
handsome pension on him, and 
sheltering him under his own pa^ 
tronage, put it out of the power 
of either bigotry, envy, or male- 
volence, to blast his laurels. Mr. 
Home afterwards pursued his poe- 
tical efforts, and produced more 
dramatic pieces, which werp 
brought on the stage in this city ; 
but, whether through an eagerness 
to prove still further his inclina- 
tion to deserve the favour he had 
met with, he had not allowed him- 
self sufficient time for planning, 
digesting, reconsidering, and cor- 
recting his works, or th^t in his 
iirst play the diffidence of a young 
author might make him more 
ready to ask and pursue the judg- 
ment of others, or from what other 
cause we know not, but Douglas 
still stands as Mr. Hoiiie*s master- 
piece in dramatic writing. He 
iiever afterwards resumed his cle*- 
rical profession ; but enjoyed a 
place under the government in 
Scotland. It was once reported, 

\)M he bad some preteosiops to 



the title of Earl of Dunbar ) 
but on what ground we have not 
learned. His plays, which are all 
tragedies, are entitled' as follow: 

1. Douglas. T. 8vo. 1757. 

2. Agis. T. 8vo. 1758. ' 

3. The Siege of Aquileia. T, 
Qvo, 1760. 

4. The Faial Discovery. T.6vo^ 

5. Alonxo. T. Svo. 1773. 

6. Alfred T. Svo. 1778; 
This last was acted the 2l8t of 

January 1778, at Coven t Crarden; 
but with so little success, that, 
after three representations, it was 
withdrawn, and consigned to ob-r 
livion ; and with it ended Mr« . 
Home's connexion with the stage. 
After this period, Mr. Home pub- 
lished A History of the Rebellion^ 
in 1745, from which great expec- 
tations were excited, on account 
of the means he possessed of be- 
ing well informed. Those ex- 
pectations, however, were not an- 
swered; the work being meagre 
and unsatis^ctory, defective in 
many important points, and by no 
means calculated to gratify curio- 
sity, to afford information, or 
support the character of the author 
as an historian. Mr. Home was 
always, as far as his means would 
admit, the friend and patron of 
merit I and, under his fostering 
hand, majny sparks of literary ge*- 
nius, that would have otherwise 
4din dormant, were brought to 
light. One instance/of this kind 
we shall mention. The celebrated 
Poems of Ossian would never have 
been heard of, had not Mr. Home 
stretched forth his protecting hand 
to Macpherson, the translator. 
While Mr.Macpherson was school-* 
master of Ruthven, in Badenoch, 
he occupied his leisure hours in 
collecting, from the native but iU 
literate bards of the mountains o^" 
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Stotlsn^^ firagrtients df tbete inl^ 2. Diamond cut Diamond. M* 

twKable poemfi : a few of them be £. 1797. N. P. 

&aDslat€d> and inserted tbem oc- Hook^ Theodore Edward^ 

casionally in a weekly miscellany, is brother of the above mentioned^ 

then conducted at Edinburgh, by and exhibited early signs of dra- 

Walter ^uddiman. The beauty matic talent j for it wds while he 

df these pieces soon attracted the was at school in Cambridgeshife> 

notice of Mr. Home, and df Dr». that he wrote, at thirteen years of 

Robertson and Blair jaikl it was re- age, his first piece for the stage-. 

solved by these gentlemen to send He was afterwards placed at Har* 

for Mf. Macpherson from his row, M^h^e he remained till the 

humbid fetreat. He accordingly death of his mother. His drama** 

Daito^ to Edinburgh^ and had an (ic writings are as foliow : 

interrieW with these literary cba* 1 . SolAer's Return. €• O. Svo» 

npcters; the result of which was, 1803. 

that he resigned his skoation as 2. Catch Mm who can, M.F. 

•tihoolmaster, travelled, at their 8r6. 1806. 

es^peitse^ all over thd Highlands, 8. The Invisible Girl. ¥et.Viece. 

8nd collected the originals of those 8v6. 1806. 

fffeva^i which have since been the 4. TekeH. Mel. Dr. 8? o. 1806* 

ro^i^t of ^ much GtrntroVersy. 5. The Fottteas. Mel* Dr. 8t^ 

MacpherKin, at his deaths left I807. 

imr author ^000^. as a mark of 6. Music Mad* Dr. Sk. 8v0. 

paeivA retoilectioti of the acts of 1808. 

kifidnesd he had received f^om him 7- Siege of St. Quintin. D. 8vo. 

10 early life. 1808. 

Mr. Home died at Mercbiston 8. KilUng no Murder. F. dvo. 

Honse, near Edinbafgh, Sept. 4, I8O9. 

1808^. 9. Safe and Sound. O^ 8t6. 

Hoal&,MR8.(wiffeofMr.Janies I8O9. 

Hook,well known as thecomposer, 10. Ass-ass-vnatioh^ S. C. £• 

for naany years, of the VauxhaU 18 lO. N. P. 

iimsic, as ivelUs of that of several li. The IVill, &r The Widow. 

ift^amatic pieces for the different Dr. Trifle. 1810. N. P. 

lheA(res)i was author of Hoole, ChaiIilss, wias bom 

The Double Disguise. M. £. at Wak^efield, in Yoi^ksfaire, in the 

Bvo^ 1784. year 16IO, and edacated ait thie 

This lady, ithose inaiden-ndfne frdej-school there. At the age of 

wad Madden, died at douth Lam<- eight^n years, by the advice of 

bctft, Oct. 19, 180d. his kinsman Dr. Robert Sanderson> 

Hook, ReV. Dr. Jabh^s, a son afterwards Bishop of Lincoln, be 
<^ the preceding, was of St. Mary was sent to Lcncoln College, Ox^ 
Hall,' Oxford^ and has now some ibrd, where he became a proficient 
i^aidable ch^eh pl-efismient. He in the Greek aftid Hebrew tongoea^ 
married, Juito l> 1797> Anne, and in philosophy.' After he had 
siscond daughter * of Si{^ Walter taken oiic degree in arts, he en* 
Farquhar, Bart, and to his pen teifed into orders, retired to Lin- 
have been ascribed the -£:dlowing coliishire for a time, and was ap- 
dlramatic pieces : pointed master of the free-school 

1. Jack ofN^iviurxi* O^p* 1795. at Rotherhaai, in Yorksliire« <U 

«: P. 
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the beginning of the civil war he fiUntifth Smithy of llbhott $t6ttfbfd» 

went to London, and, by the in- In H^ftfordftftirtj And/ in 1758, 

Vit^tion of some of tbe citi4:eris, undeftooMth^trdftsktiOndfTassO'* 

taught a private school^ first near JetusdlHA DeMvered, laying aside 

Red Gross Street^ and afterwards hii de^igti df translating AriostO, 

in Token House Garden, in Loth- lOf Which hd had already finish^ 

bury. About the Restoration he Soffit of th^^ft« books. On th« 

was invited into Monnooothshire ; death' ^ Mrs. WoflSiigtoO, whidh 

but the promises made to induce happened itt March 17^> MV. 

hini to go there not being an- Hooie ptkblish^ a monody^ whi(5h 

fiwered, he returned to London, has been since printed in Pearch*s 

and was taken under tfie protection ColiecHoh of pQents, aftd ifa B^lPs 

of his relation Dr. Sanderson, Fugitive Poeify, In 1703 hfe print- 

who died soon after. About that ed his translation of the JUrusaleiH. 

time he became rector of Stock, This waS hts first avoWCd publicji- 

nearBillericay, in Essex, where he tion, having befbte odly ^rint^i 

died on the 7th of March 1666, two or three little poetical essayis, 

having amongst other works pub- which, with the mohody, were 

lished without any name. In 1767 he 

A Translation of Terence, 8vo. published two volumes of the 

1663. dramas of Metastasio, a copy of 

Ho OLE, JoHV, was the son of which book he transmitted to the 
Samuel Hoole, of London, watch- author at Vienna, and was in rft- 
maker, by Sarah his wife, the turn honoured with a vety elegant 
daughter of James Drury, a clock- letter from Metastasio. In tjf^ 
maker, whose family c.ame from Mr. Hoole published a volume 
Warwickshire. John Hoole was containing the first ten books of 
born in Moorfields, in December Orlando Farioso, intending to have 
1727i and was educated at a pri- proceeded with the entire transla- 
vate boarding-school, in Hertford- tion ; but being at this time esta- 
shire, kept by Mr. James Bennett, Wished in an office of consequence 
the publisher of Roger Ascham's as auditor of Indian accounts to 
works. In 1744, b^ing then 17 the East India Company, his pOfr- 
years of age, he was placed as a tical studies werie discontinued ; 
clerk in the East Itidia House, the great business arising ftom the 
Having a gr^t delight in reading, bariiamentary inquiries into tht 
particularly works ^imagination. Company's aflfairs calling for all 
he employed his leisure hodr^ in his exertions in preparing accounts 
his favourite amusement, and, at and estimates for the ttouse of 
the same time, endeavoui'ed to Cotnmons, during which inquiry 
Improve himself in the knowledge he was examined at the bar <jf 
of the Latin tongue> and of ^he both Houses. Inr 1783 Mr. Hoole 
Italian ; which last he wished to piiblisbed his complete translation 
acquire, that he might peruse iti of the Othndo Tutioso, in live 
the Original his favourite author volumes. In 1785 he became thd 
Ariosto, of whom, when a boy, biographer of his friend Mt. Scott, 
he became enamoured, from reiad^ of Amwell j at the end Of that 
ing the Orlando Furioso in Sir year he resigned his employment in 
John Harrington's old translation, the East India House, afifer a ser- 
in 1 7^7 he was married toiu* viceof nearly forty*two years j and 
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In April IJQdbQ retired; with his 
wife and son> to the parsonage- 
house of AbiDger> near Barking ; 
his son SamtieU who was in or- 
ders> haying taken the curacy of 
that place. While be resided 
there^ he, considered the objections 
that some readers had made to the 
length and perplexity of Ariosto's 
poeqa, and employed his leisure 
in reviewing the work,. retrenching 
some parts, and giving the whde 
more cpnnexion ; and, in 1791, he 
published this new edition^ br r«« 
/accimento oi Ariosto> under the 
title of The Orlando of Ariosto, 
reduced to XXIV* Books, the Nar^ 
rative connected, and the Stories 
disposed in a regular Series* In the 
year 179O he was the editor of a 
little elegant tale entitled Dinar- 
,las, being a continuation of Dr. 
Johnson's Rasselas. This perform- 
ance game from the pen of a lady 
.of -very uncommon genius and ac- 
quiremepts (Miss E. Cornelia 
Knight), who then resided with her 
mother in Italy. The last work 
which Mr. Hoole gave to the 
worlds was a translation of the 
juvenile poem of Tasso, entitled 
Binaldo, which must be considered 
as a literary curiosity, being, in- 
dependent of the poetical niei^it of 
the originalj an extraordinary spe- 
cimen of early genius. Mr. Hoole 
<lied at Abinger Parsonage, Aug. 2, 
'J803, aged/6. 

Jn the dramatic way, he was 
the ^u,thor of the following 
pieces: 
/ 1. Cyrus. T. 8vo. 1768. 

%. Timanthes, T. 8vo. 1770. 

?. Ckonice, Pxincess of Bithy- 
nia. T. 8vq. 1775. 
And translated from IiiI^tastasio> 

J . Artaxerxes* 

2. The Olympiad.. 

3. Hypsipile* 

4. Titus. 



5. Demetrius. 

6. Demopkoon. 

Printed in 2 vols, small 8vo. 1767. 
To these were added, in a new 
edition, in 3 vols. 8vo. 1800, 

7. Achilles in Scyros. 
6. Adrian in Syria. 
9. jEtvus. 

10. Dido. 

1 1 . Discovery of Joseph. 

12. Dream of Scipto^ 

13. Regulm. 

14« Romulus and HersiUa. 

15. Siroes, . 

16. Theftustocles. 

17. The Uninhabited Island, 

18. Zenolia. 

HopBR, Mus. This lady was 
the daughter of one Mr. Harfordj> 
a very eminent upholsterer and 
cabinet-maker in the city, and 
married to a person of the same 
occupation in Cornhill, to whom 
she brought no inconsiderable for- 
tune. But, though Mr. Hoper's 
circumstances were, at the first 
setting out in life, fully adequate 
to that fortunci and for some time 
he continued successful in busi- 
ness ^ yet a vain desire, which is 
no uncommon frailty among per- 
sons in trade in this metropolis, 
of supporting a figure somewhat 
greater than his rank in life re- 
quired, together with a real <Je- 
cline in the business itself, in a 
few years considerably impaired 
his circumstances. Yet, even at 
his death, tliey were found not so 
much shattered, but that a little 
care and a continuance of good 
fortune might have fully retrieved 
them. But, having left behind 
him only a wife and onq son, nei- 
ther of them experienced in trade, 
and the latter even too young to 
conduct it, the business was now 
obliged to be carried on by jour- 
neymen only, who, probably tak- 
ing advantage of the ignorance uf 
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their mistress^ or at least not act- 
ing with the same assiduity for 
another as they might have done 
for their own immediate emolu- 
ment, she soon found herself in- 
vcrfved in too large a concern for 
her to manage, and therefore pru- 
dently threw up business before it 
had plunged her into difficulties 
beyond her power of extricating 
herself from. Having sold off her 
3tock in trade, and settled her af- 
fairs, she now considered of some 
roetiiod, whereby she might find 
means to increase, rather than di- 
minish, the little pittance she was 
at present possessed of. Being a 
woman of a sprightly imagination 
and active mind, the pen appeared 
to her no improbable resource ; 
and dramatic writing was that to 
which her genius found its strong- 
est bent. Here, however, she 
had. Phaeton-like, undertaken too 
arduous a task for her to perform. 
For, though she wrote three or 
four pieces, none of them were ac- 
cepted by the managers J and when, 
at her own expense, she found 
means to have three of them re- 
presented, one a^ the playhouse m 
GoodmanV Fields, and the other 
two at the little theatre in the Hay- 
market, the success they met wiih 
was a sufficient vindication of the 
managers* refusal of them. Their 
titles were, 

1. Edward the Black Prince, T. 
[About 1748.] N. P. 

2. The Cyclopcedla. F. 1748. 
N. P. 

3. Queen Tragedy restored. Dr. 
Ent. 8vo. 1749. 

Mrs. Hoper*s good understand- 
ing, however, at length opening 
her eyes to the difficulties that 
attended on the performance of 
this plan, she retired with her son, 
then grown up, to Enfield, in Mid- 
dlesex 3 where the latter, who had 



had a liberal education, set up $ 
school, in which he met with good 
success J and this, after his deaths 
which happened many years ago, 
was continued under the care of 
our authoress. 

Hopkins, Charles. This gen- 
tleman was sou of Dr. Ezekiel 
Hopkins, Bishop of Londonderry^ 
in Ireland, to which kingdom our 
author, who was born in Devon- 
shire, was carried over very young, 
and received the early parts of 
his education in Trinity College, 
Dublin. From thence he was sent 
to England, and completed his 
studies in the university of Cam- 
bridge, where he became a mem- 
ber of Queen's College, and took 
the degree of A. B. 1688. On 
the breaking out of the wars in 
Ireland, he went thither, and, en^ 
tering into the service of King 
William, exerted his early valour 
in the cause of his country, its 
religion and liberties. These wars 
being at an end, he returned again 
to his native land, where he fell 
into the acquaintance and esteem 
of gentlemen, whose age and ge- 
nius were most agreeable to his 
own. 

In 1694, he published some 
Epistolary Poemi and Transla- 
tions ; and in I695, The History 
of Love, which, by the sweetness 
of his numbers and easiness of his 
thoughts, procured him consider- 
able reputation. With Mr. Dry- 
den in particular he became a 
great favourite. He afterwards 
published The Art of Love, 
" which (Jacob says) added to 
" his fame, and happily brought 
*' him acquainted with the Earl of 
*' Dorset and other persons of dis- 
'^ tinction, who were fond of his 
" company, through the agree- 
*' ableness of his temper and the 
" pleasantry of his conversation. 
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''It was in his power to haviR 14^. It was Bight at the lasU ?• 

** made his fortune in any scene 8vo. N. D. 

** of life ', but he was always more 15. Paradise of Fools, 

" ready to serve others than mind- Horden, Hildebrand> wai 

•* ful of his own affairs 5 and by the son of Dr. Horden, minister 

the excesses of hard drinking, ofTwick.enhara, in Middlesex, and 

and a too passionate fondness for was an actor as well as an author. 

the fair sex, he died a martyr He flourished in the reign of Wil* 

*' to the cause, in the thirty-sixth Ham III. and, being possessed of 

** year of his age." His death alnaost every requisite for eminence 

happened about the beginning of in the dramatic profession, was 

the year 1700. daily growing into favour with 

In his dramatic writings his ge- the public 5 when unfortunately, 

nius led him to tragedy j the pieces after having been about seven ' 

he has Irft behind him being the years upon the stage, he lost his 

three following : life, in a frivolous, rash, accidental 

1. Pyrrhus, Kingof Epirus. T. quarrel, which he fell into at tho 
4to. 1^5. bar of the Rose Tavern, as he was 

2. Boadkea, Queen of Britain, passing through that house, m 
T. 4to. 1697. order to go to rehearsal. 0» 

3,, FrieTubhip' improved, T. 4to. occasion of his death, one Colonel 

1700. Burgess, a gentleman who was 

HoRpB, Thomas, jun. This resident at Venice, and some other 

author, we believe, was a teacher persons of distinction, were oblige 

in the grammar-school at Stow ed to take their trial ; but wero 

on the Wold, Gloucestershire, honourably acquitted, it appearing 

His dramatic productions are is to have been a mere accidenta) 

follow : rencontre, 

1. Leander and Hero. T. ^vo. Among other perfections ne^ 
'1769- . cessary to his profession, he pos- 

2. Zelida, T. 8vo. 177^* sessed a person so remarkably 

3. Dramatic Love, C. Svo. handsome, that, after he was kill* 
1773. ed, several ladies, very well dress- 

4. Damon and Phele, M. £. ed, came in masks, which were 
SvQ, 1774« then greatly worn, and some even 

5. Disappointed Fillany, £nt. openly and in their own coaches^ 
.8vo. 1773. to visit him in his shroud. 

6. Pretended Puritan. F. 6vo. Tlie authors of the dramatic ca- 
1779* talogues have ascribed to him one 

7. Whimsical Serenade, F. Svo. piece, entitled 

J 781. Neglected Virtue. P. 4to. 1^. 

8. The Female Pedant, F. Svo. But it appears, from the preface^ 
1782. &c. that it vns only put intQ hiii 

Q, Intrigue in a Cloister^ F. hands by a friend, 

Svo. 1783. Mr. Horden was buried in a 

10. Nature will premiL F. vault in the parish chvurch of S(* 
Bvo, 1784. Clenaent Danes. 

11. Love in a Mystery r V, ^yo, Ho&nb, John* This gei^le- 
,IJ36, man, who was of New Colleg?^ 

12. As the JVlfyrld goes. Oxford^ M. A. Jun$ 30> lQj$9 

13. The Empirick^ P« left behind him at his deaths 
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F^nwM*s Taske. P. 1684. N.P. 2. Doulle Siraiagm. C. O. 

Hough, J. This gentleman 1/84. N. P. 

was of the Inner Temple, and ao- 3. Oibrallar, CO. 1784» M.?/ 

thor of a piece acted at Druiy 4. Orpheus and Eurydioe. BvurL 

Laiie> £oK ih^ benefit of Miss Op. 1/84. N.P. 

Younge, in the yearl7/ 8, entitled 5. Calypso. CO. 1785. N.P, 

Second Thought is best. C. O. 6. fVUmore Caslie. C. O. 8vo. 

8vo. 1778. 1800. 

Houi.Toif» RoBXBT, M. B. a HootTOir, Ladt, nlict of Sir 

native of England, studied physic Thomas, wrote 

at Edinbargh, which he practised The Coquettes. Com. N. P. 

with some success in Ireland, Sh« died, we believe, July 30^ 

when inoculation was first intro- 178O. 

duced there. He afterwards assist- Houston, T. A gentleman of 

ed periodical works, and brought Newcastle, who published 

out some musical pieces on the Term-day. Com. 1803. 

Dublin stages. On his return to Howard, thb Hon. Edwakd. 

London he assisted a momiiig pa« This gentleman was much mom 

per, produced some well-written illustrious from his birth and fa-' 

poems, &c. also songs for Vaux- mily, than from the brilliance of 

hall, and prologues; particularly his genius ; being , brother to th« 

one for Crotchet Lodge, which Earl of iksrkshire and to Sir Robert 

was spoken by Mr. Fawcett^ His Howard, whom we shall have oc- 

** Belles have at ye all,** originally casion hereafter to mention. Poe<- 

spoken by Miss Scrace at Crow try was his passion rather than his 

Street^ Dublin, was li)eewise de- talent ; and, though he wrot« 

livered by Mrs. Mattocks, on a many plays and an epic poem, he 

benefit night, at Covent Garden. It gained no reputation by any of 

was son^tiqae, however, before he them; but, on the contrary, only 

obtained an opportunity Of becom- furnished food for the wits of that 

ing a dramatist in London. At time, who have treated him very 

length, by the assistance of his severely; particularly the Earl of 

composer, Mr. Hook, his opera Rochester, in an invective against 

called WUmore Castle was accept- his comedy of The Six Days Ad^ 

cd by the Drury Lane managers, venture ; and the Earl of Dorset, 

In this the author's avowed hope that lest good man with. the worst-^ 

was, to revive old English opera, naturcd Mu^e, in a copy of verses 

in opposition to the present taste addressed to him on his poem of 

ijpr nciusical pageantry and bustle 5 The British Princes. 

but the attempt was unsuccessful j Mr. Howard lived in King 

and both in his preface to this Charles II. 's reign; but the parti-^ 

opera, and in a pamphlet which cular dates either of his birth or 

be aftdrw^rds published, and in death do not stand on record, 

which he takes a review of ^U the The dramatic pieces he has lef^ 

feeent operatical productions, he behind him are the following : 

seems to ascribe the cause of its 1. Usurper. T. 4to. 166S. 

failure to jealousy and misn^anage- . 2. Six Days Adventure, C« 4ta 

ment. 'His dramas are, 167 U 

I. Th^Cmiraa. C.Q. 178^. 3. The mmerCs Omquisi^ T. 

JJ.P. C. 4to. 1571. 
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4. Man of ' Newmarket 6. 4to. Will not anothcr*8 woe his bosom share, 
\QjQ T'he widow's sorrow, and the orphan's 

5. The Change of Crownes. A ^^o aidsX old, who soothes the mo. 
Play. N. P. thefs cry, 

6. The London Gentleman, C. Who wipes the tear from off the virgin*! 
N. P. eye? 

7. The United Kingdoms. T. C. Who fe^d^jhe hungry? who assists the 

N.P. See T^ Rehearsal. ^ All,all,r?whowithFitzwilliam'sname. 

From the following verses in Thou know'st I hate to flatter, yet in 

The Session of the Poets, printed thee 

among The State Poems, Part J. No fault, my friend, no single speck I 

p. 206, it should seem that some ^, *."•,.. ^ . ■ 

*/- iU 1 -'u J A 17J J Nor, if a ike my former maxim s true, 

of the plays ascribed to Edward ghall e'er iU-nature tinge thy heart, Buc 

Howard^ were written by Shirley : , cleugh. 

« Ned Howard, in whom great nature Shall deep remorse thy honest bosom 

1^ found ^* • 

" Though never took notice of until pisdainful anger, or corroding care? 

that day Shall e er ambition di&sipate that smile, 

« Impatiently sat till it came to his ^'^^'''^ ^^^'^ ^«^^" ^ ^'^^. ^'"^"^ ^^^^r 

round, ^ ^ ,,* „ rr. t « ... 

" Then rose and commended the plot Sooner shall Bi^te to Temple bend his 

of his play knee, 

"Such arrogance made Apollo stark- AndW-sorC-— 11 pious Christians be. 

j^j^j How will my Fox, alone, by strength 

" But Shirley endeavo^r'd to appease ^^ , of parts, 

his cholcr Shake the loud Senate, animate the 

** J?y oromVfF Mil /»/rty, and swearing the ^^, , ,*/^^ ■» lm 

\2i(X OffcarfulSUtesmen? while around you 

** In poetry was a very pert scholar." „ ^ stand 

' "^ Both Peers and Commons, listening your 

Howard, Frederic, Earl op command; 

Carlisle, was born May 28, While l^s sense its weight to you 

1748, and succeeded his father in ^.^ ^^^^^^ sweetness shall adorn your 

the title ten years afterwards. His words : 

mother was Isabel, daughter of What praise to Pitt, to Townsend, e*er 

William Lord Byron, and the au- was due, 

thor of some poetical perform- In future times, my Fox, shall 'wait on 

ances. His Lordsl^ip received his jjild^the dew that whitens yonder 

education atEton, and, while there, pUin, 

celebrated some of his school-fel- Leggc shines serenest 'midst our youthful 

lows in the following verses t ^^in ; 

He whom the search of fame with rapture 

In youth, *t is said, you easily may moves, 

scan, , Disdains the pedant, though the Muse 

Strong stamped, the outlines of the future he loves; 

man. By nature form'd with modesty to please. 

This maxim true, how bright will St. And,join*d with wisdom, unafferteid ease. 

John shine. Will e*er Ophaley, consciously urfjust, 

Form'd by the hands of all the tuneful Revoke his promise, or be ray his trust ? 

Nine ? What though perhaps with warmer zeal 

If not to careless indolence a prey, he'd hear 

How will whole nations listen to his lay ? The echoing hornj the sportsman'^ 

Say, will Fitzwilliam ever want a hearty cheer, 

heart, Than godlike Homer's elevated song, 

Qieerful his ready blessings to impart ? Loud as the tucrent, as thebillows stron^fi 
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Cast o'er this fault a friendly teil, you 'U 

find 
A friendly, sociat, and ingenuous mind. 
Witness yjft Ndiads, and ye guardian 

powers. 
Who sit sublime on Henry's lofty towers ; 
"Witness if e'er 1 saw thy open brow 
Sunk in despair^ or sadden'd into woe, 
Vcll-natur'd Stavordalc- — The task is 

thine, 
Foremost in Pleasure's festive band to 

shine. 
Say, wilt thou pas& alone the midnight 

hour, 
Studious the depths of Plato to explore ? 
To lighter subjects shall thy soul give way. 
Nor lifcd what grave philosophers shall 

say? 
The god of mirth shall list thee in his 

train, 
A cheerful vot'ry, and the foe of pain. 

Whether I Storer sin^ in houis of joy, 
When tKCty look bespeaks, the inward 

boy; 
Or when no more mirth wantons in his 

breast. 
And all the man appears in him oonfest ; 
In mirth, in sadness, sing him how I will, 
Sense and good-natur^ must attend him 

still. 
From Eton his Lordsliip went 
to King's College, Cambridge^ and 
afterwards travelled abroad. Du* 
ring his travels, he was elected 
one of the Knights Companions of 
the Order of tbie Thistle, and was 
invested with the ensigns thereof^ 
February 27, 1768, at Turin, the 
King of Sardinia representing His 
M^sty on that occasion. 

On the 13th of June 1777 ^^^ 
Lordship was sworn of the Privy 
Council, and at the. same time 
appointed Treasurer of His Ma-» 
jesty*s houstiiold. In April 177B 
he was named one of the Com- 
misnoners to treat, consult, apd 
agree upon the means of quieting 
the disorders subsisting in certain 
of His Maje|ty*s colonies, plant- 
ations, and provinces, in North 
America. With the rest of the 
£^mmissioneri he went to Ame- 
rica i but the disposition of 
|Ke coloniei belpg srayef se tQ ^ 



reconciliation, the object of hll 
mission was defeated, and be re- 
turned without being^able to ren- 
der any service to his country. 
In November 1779 he became 
first Commissioner of Trade and 
Plantations : and, in February 
I7SO, was nominated Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland ; in which situa- 
tion he remained until the change 
in the Ministry in 1782, when the 
Duke of Portland was appointed 
to succeed him. 

His Lordship is the author of a 
small collection of poems, among 
which tlie story of Count Ugolino, 
from Dante, is the most excellent. 

On the 22d of March 1 770 his 
Lordship married Lady Carolina, 
second daughter of Granville Le- 
vison Gower, Earl Gower, by 
whom he has several children. His 
dramatic productions are : 

1. The Father's Reuenge. T. 
4to. 1783 ', 8vo. 1800. 

2. The Siepmother. T. 8vo. 
1800. 

Howard, Groaoes Eomomd. 
This author united in his own per*> 
son talents and absurdity^ genius 
and application, law aud poetry ; 
in short, sense and nonsense j and 
was equally the butt and cqtnpa- 
nion of the wits of his times and 
of his country. ^ He received his 
school-education ui^der the Rev. 
Dr. Sheridan, the companion of 
Swift, then esteemed the first 
schoolmaster in Ireland. Wttb 
him he remained until he was 
fitted for the university of Dublin, 

** J was first," says he, speak- 
mg of himself, ** intended for the 
*' church, and my passion was to 
«« be a fellow of the said univer- 
«* sity ; but Mr. Nixon, then the 
" clerk of the pleas office of the 
*' Exchequer, having conceived a 
*' liking for me, offered to take 

me an apprentices to hini, with<9 
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^* dutany fee; and ds in his office 
" I might quickly earn somewhat 
" to maintain me, these consider- 
*' ations induced my mother, whose 
f finances were bat small, and 
^' others, my relations and friends, 
*' to persuade me to accept of this 
*/ ofter, which I accordingly did, 
f thov^h against my inclinations 
*' abundantly. The consequence 
** of this was, tliat for three years 
*' I gave but little attention to my 
'< business j and at length, having 
^* had some difference with my 
*' said law-master, and the then 
<' Spanish war being proclaimed, 
*' I left him, and engaged as a ca- 
<* detin General Otway's regiment 
*' of foot, where I carried arms 
" for near twelve months ; at 
^' the end of which period, my 
' *- relations and friends haviqg again 
'* interfered, I returned to my 
** service ; in which I continued 
*' an additional year, to compen»> 
" sate for the time I had been 
** absent : yet, for almost ttvo 
** ye^s more^ ^my application to 
** the business in the profession 
** was with much tndi0erence; in 
*' which interval I not only wrote 
*' several little odes, which were 
*' inserted in our public papers of 
*' those times, but also formed the 
" sfcetcli of a tragedy on the story 
'' of Abradaius,*^ Araspes, and 
*' Pj|«tbea, in Xenophon, which 
*' I finished some short time after 
*' I had been sworn an attorney: 

" This piece was to hav« been 
'* exhibited on the stage in Ireland ^ 
'5 but having, by preferring thus 
*' my pleasures to my profit, neg- 
" lected some little suit, with 
** which I had been intrusted, and 
" thinkingmyselfin honour bound 
'' to repair the loss (which was 
*' some -cost in the cause) oat of 
** my own scanty finances, and 
f^ recollecting what had been said 



'' to me by a very celebrated witty 
'' genius, on reading a translation 
" by me of one of the odes of 
*' Horace into £nglish Verse, 
** when I was at school, of which 
*' he approved, ' That if I pro- 
*' ceeded in the way I had begun, 
" I might have the honour of 
*' starving in a garret ;* on the 
*' very morning that the tragedy 
*' was to have been put into re* 
** hearsal, I threw the manuscript 
*' into the fire, and made a solemn 
. *' vow not to write a line of poe- 
*' try for five years.** 

Mr. Howard then applied assi- 
duously, and with great success, 
to his profession of an attorney i 
*' so that (says he) for two-and^ 
" twenty years and upwards, it 
'* was the astonishment of every 
'* one how I could possibly go 
" through what I did $ and yet in 
** this interim I published mj 
*' Treatises on the Law and Equity 
^* Side of ike Exchequer, in four 
** large octavo volunoes, and seve^ 
'^ ral other miscellaneoua works in 
prose and verse.* "t—^* These trea- 
tises (he tells us in another place) j^ 
*' and other worka, ma^e no less 
'' thaii . twelve volumes, relating ^ 
'* to law, equity, and revenue ; 
<^ in the publication of which. 
'^ notwithstanding their generu 
*' utility bath (I believe I may 
" venture to say) been establish* 
'* ed, yet I have lo^t . several 
'* hundreds by them 5 and if my 
'* time be taken into the account, 
*' I may also say some thousands.*' 
The latter part of a note, tending 
to account for these heavy lossesj, 
has these words : '' Accordingly; 
<' my aforesaid first productions 
** lay on my hands until they be* 
'' came an Incumbrance to my 
*' bouse, having unluckily caused 
''to be printed no less than, 
** twQ tbottsand sets of the said 
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*' twb first of my treatises ; so that 
'* I sold the lar^eremainder of the 
*' i[n[>ressi6n thereof, for, I may 
" say, next to nothing 5 and yet, 
" by ambition and the thirst of 
" fame impelled, I have still pur- 
" sued tfiese labours*** 

During this period of Mr. How- 
ard's life, the following occurrences 
may perhaps not be wholly unin- 
teresting, or unentertaining, to the 
leader } especially as they relate to 
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vernment waB made, and pirtt 
^' of £ssex and Dame Street were 
*' widened. 

'''But while I was proceeding" 
" on this business, and the time 
" had come for the several inha- 
*' bitant» to remove from their 
". houses, some who were lodgers 
'' or room-keepers only, and had 
'' not by the act a moment to con- 
*' tinue their possession, after the 
'^ money adjudged to their land- 



the erection and improvement of '* lords had been paid to, and the 
two structures, now principal or- *' deeds of conveyance executed 
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n^ments of the eitv of DublHi. 

" In the year 1757> dining one 
"day with the late Mr. Bristow, 
*' then one of the commissioners 
of the revenue, and others, 
shortly after Essex Bridge had 
*' been finished^ at the then noted 
*' chop-house called Sots* Hole, 
adjoining thereto, in the passage 
leading from the bridge to Essex 
" Street, and lamenting the* nar- 
" rowness and irregularity of that 
** passage, and being told that 
''some of the houses there had 
" been presented as nuisances, it 
" was conceived that I should in- 
" stantly apply to, and treat with, 
'' the proprietors for a sufficient 
" number of feet in depth to 
" theiiront, so that the new houses 
" to be buUt might range in a line 
" with the walls of the bridge ; 
** and having succeeded, Mr. Bris- 
" tow advanced, the money, which 
" he got firom Parliament after- 
" wards, and I drew up the heads 
" of a bill, to widen not only that 
" passage, but also all other nar- 
" row passages in the city which 
" needed it ; which having been 
"passed into a law, I was ap- 
'' pointed the sole conductor and 
" manager thereof, under the com- 
" missioners thereby appointed ; 
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" by, them, having conceived that 
" they had a right to continue theii" 
" possession six months after, and 
^ this coming to my knowledge 
" on a Saturday, and that no less 
" than fourteen bills for injunc- 
" tions would be on the file before 
" the Tuesday following, when the 
" work was to begin, and know- 
ing well the prodigious delay 
such suits would produce, J im- 
mediately directe^l the under- 
*' taker I bad employed, to have 
as many workmen' and labour- 
ers as he could get (as numt)ers 
had been engaged), ready with 
" ladders and other tools and in- 
" struments, on a mon^ent's warn- 
'^ ing, but with as much secrecy 
" as possible, to unroof the several 
" houses of those who were to file 
" those bills j and, accordingly, 
'' a great number of them begai^ 
" some. hours before it was dayi 
"and by eight o'clock in the 
" morning the slates were totally 
" stripped, ofi; and several of the 
" inhabitants, men, women, and 
" children, had run directly from 
" their beds into the streets | some 
" of them, in their firight;, con- 
^' ceiving (it being Xhtn war^ 
" time), that the city had been 
" taken by stprm ; whereupqp^ 



" and, accordingly^ the present *^ instead of injunctions, bills of 
9f |pr2(nd passage to ^ sM^p^ !5 indictment w^^ taU(e4 of j lr^( 
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'^ I heard no more of the matter, 
'• save that, for sopoe time, it af- 
" forded excellent sport to the 
*' city. 

** Immediately ^fter t,his, the 
*' then chief j^overnor, the Earl, 
*' afterwards Duke pf Northum- 
*' berland, who ip greatness of 
*' soul is i&xpeeded by none/ sent 
<' to itie,, to attend him with the 
'< several purveys which bad been 
'' taken of the passages; and when 
•* I brpugbt tbem to hini> having 
*< asked m0 (as it had been found it 
'< wa$ pot possible to carry -on the 
** aforesaid passage in a direct line 
^^ with any entrance into the Castle- 
<* yard, without destroying a con- 
/< sidergble part of tlie buildings 
** ther-ein, which could not be 
" spared), if I had thought of 
«' any object as a ternii nation for 
«* the new street ? I told his Ex- 
•' cellencyi that a new chapel for 
** Government bad been thopght 
f ' of, with a high cupola ; but as 
*^ the mercliants of Dublin had 
*r not any place to transact their 
f public business in, ^ve a cuffee- 
'' house, and the op^p street, that 
*' ap exchange vyopld be most ac- 
^' ceptable to thj?iti. He quickly 
*' adopted the idea j and neyer 
" quitted the pursuit, until he got 
*' the ground for it, Hud a charier 
*' pf ipporporatioh from His Ma- 
f'jes^y, as appears by several let- 
<^ ters I received tVpm his Lordship 
*' afier he retjarned to Englandj 
«' and had been created a Duke j 
•* and Lpid Viscount Tovvnshend, 
f < hjs successor, laid the; first stpnp 
r of it. 

" Now, for all my ingenuity, 
" labour, and tin>e, in this, I may 
•' with safety tfay, if I did not 
" lose, I never gained a shilling; 
•* for an association (to give, it the 
" mildest term) havipg been en- 
" tered into by several perspns, to 
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'* purchase the grounds at a low 
" rate, and I being infurpied of 
" this, and regarding the- trust 
^'reposed in me, and the advan- 
" tage pf the public, more than 
?• my interest, I not only bid my- 
*' self, but got others to bid on 
" me, iiptil I raised the ground 
*' from 25 to 3^*. and some of it 
'* more, a foot, and from 21 to 
" 25 years purchase ; *and after- 
** wards gave up three feet of the 
f gi'ound I had purchased at th^ 
*' corner of Essex Street, for the 
** new buildings, 'which were tp 
" have been ranged with the 
" custom-house, to the great dis- 
*' advantage of the two houses I 
" afterwards built there, ^itbont 
*' exacting a shilling. I submitted 
'' it to the commissioners. 

<* And op the fii>al settling of 
*' my accounts of many thousands 
''of poinds, a resolution was 
** made by the coqimittee, who 
c' were appointed by the House 
** pf , poromons for the purpose, 
" on the I3th of February 1762», 
*' in which I am mentioned in 
'* such away, as must ever give 
* < me the highest satisfaction ; as 
** must alsp the previous resolution 
" of the ipth January 1702, by 
*' the cpmmissioners appointed by 
** Parljapient, as to my whgie con- 
*' duct in that business. 

•Mir 

*' And shortly aft^r these my 
*' sf?rvices, the freedom of the 
'/ guild of merc|ia|^ts was granted 
** me, which was followed by that 
*' of the city, \vithovit my \cnow« 
f ing the least of the matter, un- 
" til presented to me/* 

In th^ short intervals of business^ 
and i^yen in the hours of sickness, 
Mr. (Toward stil) n(iaintained an 
intercourse with the Muses, which 
gave \>\n\i to various odes, ^dylls, 
epigrams, and no less ihap three 
tragedies. The mannei^ iin whick 
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JVIn Howard himself speaks of '' tainment of all who beard of it; 

these several productions, and their '* and many are the accidents my 

origin, will, we Conceive, amuse ** limbs have met with when in 

the reader, / *^ this musing mood. 

" Thus plunged in the pleasures *' Wherefore, had it not b^n 

*' of the imagination^ it is easy to '* for this talent for |)oetry, which, 

** conceive, that the business or *• wherever i( dppears, however 

•' study of my profession, so dia- *' inferior it may be, is undoubt- 

". metrically opposite to . them, '* edly inborn, and therefore bard 

" could uot fail of growing very '* to be suppressed, I might have 

'irksome, if not quite disgusting ji ^' been ' worth many thousands 

" for if there be a being in the ** more than I have been everpos* 

'* creation to which, above all ** sfessed of 5 for I most solemnly 

** ethers, the Muses bear an espe- •' declare, that, at any time of my 

j^' dal antipathy, it must be a deep- <^ life, I had far more pleasure in 

<' read, plodding, special pleader ; ^* composing a single line of ver- 

*' nor is the^ sophi^ter behindhand *' sification to my satisfaction, than 

*' in his aversion to them ; how- ** in any pecuniary earning what- 

<« ever, I thought, whilst I re- *' ever." , 

•' tained my occupation in the By this time our reader is be- 

** profession, the closest attentidn come acquainted with the siftgU" 

♦* thereto was not only a moral, larities, as well as excellencies, of 

*' but a religious and indispensable Mr. Howard. He will not won- 

•' duty: wherefore, as I ever was der, therefore, that, in spite of all 

*' a most early riser in the morn- his embarrassments in the course 

^' ing, some hours before many of his poetical pursuits, and legal 

^' of the men of business in this disquisitions, he afterwards adven- 

*' kingdom have a thought of stir- tured in the field of politics. Of 

** ring, and but very seldom wast,- all his literaiy campaigns this was 

"ed an evening in the way that the most arduous. There, as a 

^' numbers of them do, so that, loyal and courteous knight, he eU'* 

" in general, I laboured about countered' the windmills of ridl- 

** fourteen hours, sometimes fif- cule, and the giants of opposition. 

«'* teen, of the four^and-twenty, I There he was, for years, over- 

^' determined with myself, that whelmed with a torrent of wicked 

** after nine or ten at farthest, in prose and verse, '* in the several 

** the forenoon, I would not pay " volumes of the Bachelor, Bora* 

*' any further court to the Muses 5 " fariana, and Pravceriana 5" and, 

**' but, alas! I foutid I had under- above all, '' exposed and derided, 

** taken what I could not execute; " by the Judas-like guests of his 

•" an unfinished thought when I *' own table, in a poetical satire, 

" broke off intruded on me whilst " entitled ' An Epistle to G. E. H. 

•' I walked the streets ; so that I *' Esq.* byAlderman George Faulk- 

••* have often slipped into shops and " ner, then printer of The Dublin 

•'entries, and scribbled for mi- '* Journal T For these, and sun - 

" nutes ; on which accotirtt I was dry additional mortifications, our 

•< actually, in the last war; seized author received little other conso- 

" in the Castle-yard by a centinel lation than his freedom of the. 

*' as a spy, and brought to the city, a silver epergne from the 

*' guard-room, to the high enter- Irish Catholics, and th^ occa« 
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^onalet)cotniam^ofhif friends,Mr. of Thomas Earl of Berkshire, and 
James Solas Dodd, and Mr.Charles brother of Lady Elizabeth How- 
Macklin, as well as of the several ard, wife of Mr. Drydea. He 
writers in the Magazines and Re- wrote two plays^ which were re- 
views of London, Edinburgh, and pres€»ited with success, and held 
Dublin i for all which encomiums Iq esteem in their time ; and like"- 
k was maliciously and enviously wise altered another, which wat 
asserted, as Mr. Howard a^res frequently acted. Their titles are/ 
us, in the Irish papers, that ^' he 1. Ml Mistaken. C. 4to. 1672. 
" had paid five hundred pounds.** 2. The English Monsieur* C. 4to. 

Mr. Howard's works, however, 1674, 

have one claim to praise, which 3. Romeo and Juliet. T. Com; 

ought not to go unnoticed. In N. P. 

one of them he says, that he could In regard to the last-mentioned 

challenge the world to find in any piece, a more particular account 

of his publications, poetical, poli- of it may be seen in the third vo- 

tical, or otherwise, a single svllable lume of this woii;:, under its own 

tO; the prejudice of his neighbour, title. 

or to the peace of society, in any Howard, Sir Robert. Thfs 

respect against truth, or the strict- gentleman- was brother to the Earl 

est principles of religion and vir* of Berkshire, and to Mr. Edward 

lue. Howard before mentioned. Hrs 

We intended to have givea a mother was one of the daughter 

list of the works of this multifa- and coheiresses of William Lord 

rious writer, which amount to fif- Burghley. Wood acquaints us; 

teen volumes, four in quarto, and that he received his educaikm 

eleven in oictavo; but finding it under Dr. Edward Drope, dtMag* 

difficult to obtaui copies of them dalen College, Oxford. He was 

in England, we are apprehensive not less steadily attached than the 

the catalogue, unless perfect,would rest of his family to the interests 

be of little valu6. of that unhappy monarch King 

The most important of his per- Charles I. and, with the rest of 

•formances are his three tragedies 3 them, suffered considerably in the 

viz. maintaining his loyalty to that 

1 . Almetfda j or. The Rival cause. He had, however, the ho- 
Kings. T. taken from Hawkes- nour of knighthood bestowed on 
worth's Almoran and Hamet 8vo. him for his gallant behaviour in 
1769. rescuing the Lord Wilmot, lieu- 

2. The Siege of Tamer. T. 8vo. tenant-general of the King's fi}rces, 
and l2mo. 1773. who was wounded and taken pri- 

i. The Female Gameater. T. soner at Cropredy Bridge fight on 

12mo. 1778. Printed at t)ublin.' the 29th of June 1644. At the 

Mr. Howard died in June IJS6» Restoration he was chosen one of 

atDublin, possessed of a very coii- the burgesses for Stockbridge ia 

siderable fortune, wholly acquired Hampshire, to serve in the Par-- 

by his own industry and applica- liament which began at Westmin- 

tion. The newspapers made it steron theSth of May 166I; and,' 

amount to no less than 60,000/. on the Ipth of June 167s, wat 

Howard, thb Hon. Jambs, promoted to the place of auditor 

This geademaa wag youngest son of the Exchdqueo at that time 
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ifir^rth several thousand pounds per to the greatest degree^ in histe* 
annum. But this preferment was haviour to others, and possessed 
generally considered as a reward of an insufferable sharq of vanit]h 
for the services he had done the and self-sufficiency in reg^d tfc^ 
crown in assisting to . cajole the his own abilities, it is not iinpro- 
Parliament out of money. In bable that these, qualities inight 
1679 he was elected member for create hinj an enmity amocig bis 
Castle-Kising, in Norfolk; for contemporary wits, who would, 
which place, after the Revolution perhaps, have readily subscribed 
was effected, we find him sitting to the merits he really possessed, 
as representative in the first Parlia- had he not seeiped to aim at a 
ment under King William III. y superiority which he had no .claim 
and, about the l6th of Feb. 1688, to; in consequence of which Dry- 
lie was admitted to the privy- den wrote a seve/e critidsm .on: his 
council^ took the oaths, and be* Duke of Lerma -, Shadwejj point* 
came a very rigid prosecutor of the ed him out under the ch^racter^of 
Noi^urors, disclaiming all kind of Sir Positive Atall, in his cpnuedy: 
conversation or intercourse with called The Lnperiinents ; and the 
any of that character. The inci- Duke of Buckingham intended^ 
dents of his life are not very nu- and had even made him, the herot 
merous, or at least not recorded ; of his Rehearsal^ under ihe nam^ 
but, in 1692, when he can scarcely of JBilboa j although, after the 
be supposed much less than seventy play had been stopped from repre- 
years of age, he married Mrs. sentation by the plague in 1665, 
Dives, who was one of the maids that nobleman altered his plan, 
of honour to Queen Mary. He and pointed the artillery of his sa- 
lived, however, several years after- tire against a much greater nanie, 
wards> and died on the 3d Sept. in the character of Bayes, retain- 
1698. ing only some few strokes against 

With respect to Sir Robert . Sir Robert, in parodies on certain 
How'ard's abilities, they appear to passages in his plays. Yet, not- 
haye occasioned debates among the withstanding all this virulence 
writers i Langbaine, Jacob, and against him, we cannot look on 
Gildon,' speaking in very warm him as an author devoid of genius; 
terms in his commendation 5 while since two of his pieces, viz. The 
Cibber, on the contrary, will al- Indian Queen and The Committee, 
low him no higher claim to notice continued for a long time favour- 
in the republic of letters, than that ites with the public j and the lat- 
of being brother-in-law to Dry den. ter, even In our time, when tlie 
It is true, indeed, that some of his species of character against which 
ccMJtemporary writers, and those of the satire of it is principally aim- 
eminence too, among whom were ed, viz. the Roundheads and pun- 
Mr. Dryden himself, Mr. Shad- tanical zealots, is totally abolished 
well, and the Duke of Bucking- and forgotten amopg us, has been 
ham, have pretty rigidly handled frequently performed, and never 
him and his works : but, as it is made its appearance without giving 
generally acknowledged that Sir satisfaction to £he audience, and 
jKobert was a man of a very obsti- producing all the effects which the 
nate and positive temper, super- true vis comfca ever has on the. 
cilious^ iiaughty, and overbearing, mind : a certain sign that the piece 
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wmi |)0&#ess some> if not a capi- df prohibited goods having been 

tell; share of merit. His list of found in it. 

dramatic pieees is confined to.se- Daring his absence he was elect- 

Vtn in number, viz. ed, in }6?3, fellow of Jei»iis Col- 

1. Blind Lady. C. 6vo. 1660. lege, aud» being in favour with 

9. EurpnaaL C. Fol. 1665. Emanuel Lord Scroop, lord presi- 

3. Ctfmmitiee. C. Fol. 1665. dent of the North, was by hini 

4. Vestal Virgin. T. Fol. 1 665. 'appointed his secretary^ on his 

5. Indian Queen. T. Ful. }ti65. return. This post calling him to 

6. Great Favourite', or. The Duke reside at York, he formed such an 
of Lefma. T. 4to. l668. interest in that county, asto'pro- 

, 7, The Cw^st of China. Tr. cure his being elected burgess for 
N. f*^. the corporation of Richmond, by 

HOWBU,^ Jambs. This gen- the suthrages of the mayor and al- 
tlcma^ was born about the latter derm^n of that corporation, to sit 
etui of June or beginning of July in the Parliament which began at 
1594, at Aberroarlis, in Uaermar* Westminster in 1627 \ and, in the 
tiiendiire. South Wales; of which' year l631, was made secretary to 
pkioe his lather, at that time, was Robert Earl of Leicester, who was 
minister. He receired the iirst appointed ambassador extraordi* 
part of his Question and grammar nary at the court of Copenhagen, 
kantipg at the free-school of on a commission of condolement 
Hereford ; from whence, before on the death of King Charles L's 
he was quite sixteen years of age, grandmother, Sophia, Queen-dow- 
he was sent to Jesus College, in ager of Denmark ; on which oc- 
Oxford. Here he finished his casion Mr. Howell very eminently 
academical studies, and took the distinguished himself by several 
degree of master of arts. On his speeches delivered in Latin before^ 
<}uittit)g the university, he ac- the King ofDenmark, setting forth 
quired the esteem and friendship the occasion of the embassy. 
of Sir Eobert Mansel j by whose On his return to England, he 
means, together with some small was put iiilo many beneficial em- 
assistances from his father, he was ployments, and, about the begin- 
enabled, in the year 16I8, to go ning of the civil war, was jjppoint- 
abroad, where he continued thfee ed, by King Charles I. one of the. 
years, on his travels through clerks of the privy council. But, 
- France, Italy, and the Low Counr all hough these posts were equally 
tries, by which he made himself lucrative arid honourable, be does 
perfectly master of the living Ian- not seem to have been niaster of 
guages, and ev^rj other branch of much economy 5 for when, in the 
useful knowledge; and, so great year 16*13, he was seized by the 
was the reputation of his abilities, committee of Parliament, and sent 
that, soon after his return, he was to the Fleet Prison, where, by the 
made choice of by King James I. course of his letters, it is evident 
to be sent on a negotiation to the he continued till after the death of 
court of Madrid, for the recovery the King, we find he was obliged 
of the Spanish Monarch, a very to have recourse to his pei> forii 
rich English ship, which had been subsistence, which at tliat time, 
seized by the viceroy of Sardinia, before the tr^de of authorship had 
for his master*s use, under pretence been so faacknejod as of kte years 
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it has been, was no despicable em- toiy, tnoit espccWly that of tSe 

ployment^ and Wood tells us, that countries through which he had 

it brought him in a very conifori* travelled. His letters are ea* 

iible subsistence. tremely entertainiog, tnd conve/ 

This long and disagreeable con- anecdotes and ot>8«rvaCions that 

iinement, together with the nar- might by ^o other means hav« 

rowness of his circumstances, and been handed down to us, and 

the laborious manner in which he $peak their author to have been no 

was com})elIed to provide for him- bind politician. And as to poetiy^ 

self, seemed to have shaken the though he has been little morn 

iirnmess of Mr. Howcirs political than a dabbler in it, yet he has k 

attachments; for, during the re* amsiderable share of fancy, and 

bellion, we tind him temporizing his numbers are smootlier and 

with the prevailing party, and in- more harmonious than those of v 

clinable to enter into their mea- most of the writers of that time. 

sures ; for which reason, thongh He lies bnried on the north side of 

they seem not to have accepted of the Temple church, with the fol* 

his services, yet, at the Restora- losing inscription over him, pro^ 

tion, he was not reinstated in his bably written by himself in his 

place of clerk of the council, but life-time. 

only appointed the kiug*s historio- Jacobus Howell, Cambro^Bri^ 

grapher, being the first in England tannus, Repus HiiloriograpkMs fin 

who ever bore that title. But this AngUm prtmusj ; qui, post vanoi 

being a place of ho great emolu- peregrinatkmeit tandem naiurof cut" 

ment, he was obliged to continue sum pfregit ; satur ammrum Of 

his trade of writing to the last, famof, domi^ forisque, hue usque 

He lived to an adv^inced age, and errattcus -, hicfsus, 1666. 

died in the beginning of Novem- Huogims, William, waa the 

ber 1666, being then in his 73d sonofJobn^Huggins, Esq. warden 

year. of the Fleet. Being intended for 

As he was almost one of the first holy orders, he was sent to Mag* 

among our English authors who dalen College, Oxford, where he 

introduced writing for a liveli- took the degree of M. A. April 30, 

hood, so is he likewise one among 17^9- ^^ ^' probable he did not 

the most voluminous of those who long persevere in his intention of 

"have applied the advantages of entering into the church ; as on 

literature to that purpose; having the 27th of October 1721, he waa 

written anti translated no less than appointed wardrobe-keeper and 

forty^iine sevel^l books^ exclusive keeper of the private lodgings at 

of one dramatic piece, which he Hampton Court 3 and on the 

wrote while he was at Paris, and death of his elder brother, it may 

which was presented there at court be presumed, he totally laid aside 

no less thau six times by the King e^ery idea of following the derical 

and grandees in person, entitled profession. He translated and pub^* 

Nuptials of Peletts and Thetis, lished an edition of Ariosto, in two 

Cdh). and Masque. 4to. l654. quarto volumes, which he after« 

Mr. Howell was, undoubtedly, wards caused to be destroyed. He 

^ man of most extetwive know- also left in MS. at the time of 

ledge, a most perfect linguist, and his death, July 2, J 76 1, a tragedy, 

frery well versed in modern his* a farce, and a translation of Dante, 
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ii£r 22^ 2«t ^(11=;^ bera ksiomcn, 

29di Cif Jan. 1077^ Lis jecr£:«.;rT ix lie nrrr.-.r^raoos 
^K fccmed t£<e ni^HKorf of i^ cf de peace, 2&i to ^dagakb 
fidccgfkan ia prifatr idboo^s a( hla^ v^Js SLz^ia^ Bvks of hu 
pycdom, £veB tfi iIk fojcarlka f^^uir acii aferrim ; acd, npoo 
f0ru cf t& L» gtoM irrnafH to his Lord^p's bjis^ i k/a ii the 
ifcpT jHcifeyail/jgdaicdiocadi s;rcaiie3i,i]e«3i»aiiiaep2nk32br 
«f tbe flu'ce fiifCT ans, mciic, rrrfigTgTyfiflaiifai of tka ha pagoo, 
foclr|r^aBddeHgmiDaliwlBc&te and wiiia tbe ready cupcunea oe of 
gwde a Twy UMi i iJcMU e pwigre«. Lis sooocaor Use £ad of Maodes- 
Ta b'/f CTcdknce in tboe qoali* fieji^ cnmirraed ki tbe same em- 
£catkm^. Jus tu a iemp a urj aod pk^raait, vbidi bo hdd nil tbe 
frkod^ Sit Rjcbanl Sceefe, bean time of bis decease, die l/tb of 
Ibr Ici^Joiraig gartfawriinaiy tetti- Feb. 1/19; being tbe lerj nigbt 
moaisd : '^ & oajr (says tbat ao- 00 vbicb bis c cfa b ralcd tngcdy of 
^^ tbor) be tbeemolatiooof moie T&rSif^eof/>aaM»CBi made its first 
'' parioof of dtStKot laleau tbaa appearance on tbe stagie ; wben, 
'^ ainr 00a I bave ever known, s&r a Ufk most^ spent in pain 
^' Hii bead, bands ^ or beart, wece and sickness, be was csnied off b/ 
'^ ahraff emfrfojrel in mmfthing a oonHimpCioQ, baling bat bare^ 
'' WOftbf miXMMm. His pencil, completed bis 42d jear, and at 
*' bif bow, or bis pen, eacb of a period in wbicb be bad jost ar- 
** wbieb be o«ed in a masterly rived at an agreeable competence, 
'' manner, were always directed to and was advands^ witb rapid 
^' raise and eniertain bisown mind, steps, towards tbe pinnacle of ^me 
'' or tbat of otbers, to a more and fortune. He was priratelj 
^^ cbecffol prose cu tion of wbat is buried in tbe ranlt under tbe cban- 
^rnoble and firtuous." Sncb is celofSt.Andiew*scbuxcb, inHoI- 
tbe evidence borne to bis talents bom. 

by a writer of tbe first rank $ yet As a man, tbe wortby mentioa 
be seems, (or tbe most part, to made of bim by numbers of bis 
bave pursued tbese and otber po* contemporary writea i^ sufficient 
lite studies little furtber tban by to give us tbe most exalted idea of 
tbe way of agreeable amusements, hb virtues; and, as a writer, no 
under fi'eqoent confinement, occa* stronger proof can be ofiered of tbe 
•ioned by indisposition and a vale* esteem be was bdd in by tbe truest 
tudioarian state of health. judges of poetry, tban to mention, 

Mr* Hughes bad, for some Ume, tbat tbe great Mr« Addtsoo, after 
an employment in the office of having waSkreA tbe first four act^ 
ordnance, and was secretary to pf his tn^;edy to lie by bim for 
two or three commissions finder several years, without putting the 
tbe great seal for the purchase of finishing band to tbe piece, at . 
kindi, in order to |he better se* length fixed on Mr. Hughes, wboo^ 
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he esHnestljr pemuflded to under-^ 
take the task, as. the only person 
capable of adding a fifth. act to it. 
And though that author afterwards 
thought propter td undertake it 
bifnl^lf, yet it was by no means 
Irom any di£Sdence of this gentle- 
man's abilities ; bu^ from the just 
reflection that no one could have 
«o perfect a notion of his design 
as hiai8elf> who had been so long 
and so carefully thinking of it« 

Our author's poetical' works are 
itUra^rous y but it is not our inten- 
tion in this place to take notice of 
any but his dramatic ^ritingtf^ 
which are as follow : 

1. The Misanikrope. C. IJOg. 

2. Calypso and Teiemachus. O. 
9iro,17l2. 

3. Apollo and Daphne. M. 4to. 

1716. 

4. Orestes, T. from Euripides. 

One scene only. 8vo. 1717* 

5. The Siege of Damascus. T. 
SVto. J720. 

6. The Miser. C. from Moliere. 
The first act only. 

7. Cupid and Hymen. Past. M. 
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Dramas, intended for private ret 
presentation, in one volume 8ieo. 
containing, 

1. Cordelia. T. 

2. ConsUmtia. T. 

3. Aspada» T. 

Hughes, Thomas, was the 
author of one very ancient play, 
entitled 

The Misfortujies of Arthur. 
12ino. 1597. ^^"^^ 

HuisH, RpBBRT, is the trans^ 
lator from Klopstpck of 

Solomon. Sac. Dr. Svo. I8O9. 

Hull, Thomas, was bom in 
172s, in the Strand, where his 
father was in considerable practice 
as an apothecary. He was edu- 
cated at the Charterhouse, with a 
view t6 the church $ but afterward 
embraced his father's profession ^ 
which, however, he was obliged 
to relinquish after an unsuccessful 
trial. He now took to the stage^ 
and appeared first at the theatre in 
Smock Alley, Dublin, and then 
at that of Bath ; of which latter 
he afterwards conducted the mst^ 
nagement for Mr. John Palmer. 



The last two were originally In 17 5Q he removed to Covent 

p^ibted in his works, 2 vols. 12mo. Garden, where he first appeared 

1735. as the Elder Won*d-be, in Tke 

8. Amalttsont, Queenofthe Goths. Twin Rivals, Oct. 4; and the next 

T. Written in 1^6, at the age of year married Miss Morriscoi, of 

nineteen. Still in MS. that company. 

g. Sophy Mirza. T. still in MS. A theatrical fnnd, for the relief 

Mr.~ Hughes wrote two acts of of distressed performers, was long 

this play, which was finished by talked of; but never begun untU 

Mr. Duncombe. Mrs. Hamilton, a once eminent 

HIjohbs, Mrs. Of this lady actress, was reduced to extreme 

we have no other knowledge than poverty. This appeared a favour* 

as a po^t and noveTisr. She pub- able crisis; and Mr. Hull stepped 

lished a volume of Po^w.5, consist- boldly forward, called a meetmgl 

ing of Bclogues, Pastoral Ballads, of the children of Thespis, and 

Inscriptions; and a Legendary Tale, addressed them on the expediency 

Svo. 1734 ; Caroline, or, The Di» of making some provision for the 

versities of Fortune, a novel, 3 vols, sustenance of those who, by age 

12mb. 17S75 H^mry and Isabella, or misfortune, might be reduced 

a novd^, 4 vols. 12mo. 1788. In to want: the scheme succeeded, 

1790 ate gsvjs the public. Moral and it was agreed that sixpence yt 



S80 

Hut HU t 

the pound should be pSLid out dt Geniteman §o a ymuig Lndg, his 

the weekly salaries towards raising Pupii, 2 vols. l2mo. 1772. Bp» 

a fund for that purpose. Tlie chard PbuUagenei, a legendary 

same plan wa^ adopted at Drury tale^ 4to» 1774, Select Letters be* 

Lane, where Mn Garhck per- tiveen the imte Duichess of Somer" 

fornned annually for its benefit. Ht^ kc. 2 vds. 9vo. 1778* Mwral 

The founding of this excellent Tales in Fiarse^ 2 vols. 8vo. 17^. 

institution must perpetnate the phi- Mr. Hull alway» deported binn 

lanthropy of Mr. Hull, who like- self with exemplary propriety in 

wise ciain^ed an honourable rank private life, and at least with good 

among literary men, for the seve- sense on the stage ; and was the 

ral dramatic pieces which he pro- author and reformer of the fol-. 

duced. lowing pieces: 

In 1775, whenMr.Colinan re- J. The Twins. C. 1762. N. P. 

linquished the management of Co- 2. The Absent Man, F; 1764. 

vent Garden theatre, the better to N. P. 

attend the Haymarket, which was 3. Pharnaces, O. 8vo. 1 765. 

his sole property, Mr. Hull was 4. The Spanish Lady. M. £. 

appointed to conduct the business 8vo. 1766. 

in his stead J a situation which he 5. All in the Right, F. 1766. 

filled with great credit for eight N. P» 

years; when, finding it too laborious 6. The Perplexities, C* irom 

for his constitution, he resigned it; Tuke. 8vo. 1767* 

and Mr. Lewis was chosen for his 7. The Fciry Favour. M. 8vo. 

successor. Mr. Hull, however, 1767. 

though considerably advanced in 8. The Royal Merchant, O. 

years, still officiated with reputa- from fieaunoot and Fletcher. 8vo. 

lion in the theatre. His parts 17^8, 

were latterly confined to aged fa- 9. The ProMgal Son^ Oratorio, 

thers. In such characters as Bra- 4to. 1773. 

bantio, Acasto, Priuli, Friar Law- 10. Henry the Second; or, 7%e 

rence, Sir John Flowerdale, &c. Fall 0/ Rosamond. T. 8vo. 1774. 

he was precisely what they were 11. Edward and Eleonora. T« 

designed to be. fpom Thomson. 8vo. l'77^. 

As a writer, he was undoubtedly 12. Love ^ finds the IFay. CO. 

respectable. His versification is 1777* -N. P. 

easy, chaste, and correct. His i3. Ipldgenia. T. 1778* N.P. 

prose composition is perspicuous, 14. Fatal Interview. T. 1782. 

pointed, and sometimes elegant. N. P. 

He was the intimate friend of the 15. Tme British Tar. M. P. 

late Mr. Shenstone, whose letters 1786. N. P. 

he pnbli5)hed. He also preserved 16. Timon of Athens. T. alter- 

the friendship of many eminent ed. 1786. N. P. 

persons, literary as. well as others, 17. The Comedy tfEmurs, From 

and certainly no man more de- Shakspeare. Svo. 1793. 

served it. IS. Disinterested Love. C. 1798* 

Mr. Hull was author of The N. P. 

Historyof Sir William Harnngton, IQ. Elisha. Orat. 8vo. 1801. 

a novel, 4 vols. 1771 i reprinted The author of 7^ CAs/liifrm of 

1797* Genuine Letters frofn a Thespis^ a poem, says, i^ ft note. 
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^ There is one circumstance al- 
" most peculiar to Mr. Hull ; he 
''never missed playing his part but 
*f once, and tlien he was confined 
^' lo his bed by a violent fever. 
" For several years he was deputy* 
*' ,m^uager of Covent Garden the- 
f* atre> and always valued himself 
** upon his address at making apo- 
** logics to the public for the ac- 
*' ci4ental calamities Of the eren- 
^' ing; and this habit was so deeply 
" rooted in his nature, that when 
f* thefanatic mob assailed his housa 
*' in the time of the ever-memo- 
^' rable riots in June 178O, in 
^' order to appease their rage, he 
'' sent them out a barrel of table- 
f' beer, untapped, which they ima- 
*' gining to be porter, instantly 
" drew the bung 5 but expressing 
^' much resentment at thp deceit, 
" and throwing some stones at the 
" comedian*s mansion, he appear- 
'^ ed at the centre window of the 
/^ one pair of jstairs room, with his 
4' velvet nightcap, and, after mak- 
f ing three low bows, addressed 
" the children of plunder thus : 
*' 'Ladies and gentlemen, tipon 
** my hoQpur, I have sent to Gifi» 
'* fard's brewhouse for some por- 
'* ter ; in the mean time I must 
'' humbly solicit your usual in- 
*Vdulgence*." 

A!r. Hull died, at his house near 
Pean*s Yard, Westminster, April 
2^, IQQBf in the Sist year of his 
age. 

HlJMPHREYS, COLOlffBL DaVIP. 

This gentleman is an An^ierican, 
and appears by his works to have 
taken a very active part in the re- 
sistance made by the colonies to 
e' e claims of the mother-country, 
e has published an Svo. volume, 
printed at New York, 1790, conr 
tainlng miscellaneous poems, a life 
pf General Putnam^ and one play^ 
calle4 
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The IVidow 0/ Malabar, t. 
Humphreys, Mk. is known tp 
us only as author ot^ 

1. D^horah. Orat. 4to. 1732. 

2. Esther. Orat. 4to. 173%, 

3. Athaliah. Orat. 4to. 1733, 

4. Ulysses, Op. 4to. 1733. 
He died at Canonbury, Jan. 11, 

1738, aged about 40. (Billiotheca 
Topographica Briiannica, No. 49, 
p. 32.) 

Hunt, W!ti.iAM. This gen- 
tleman, we understand, was a 
collector of excise, and wrote on^ 
play, which was acted and printed 
at York, entitled 

The Fail of TarquinJ T. 12mo. 
1713. 

Whincop informs us, that it is 
a^ most wretched piece ; and, as 
a specimen of its merit, quotes us 
the following very extraordinary 
line : 
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And the taU trees stood circlhg in a 



row* 



Hunter, Geo. M. A person 
of this name was author of 

Louis and Antoinette, T. Svo. 
1794. 

Huntbb, Governor. In tho 
title-page of tlie only copy that wi» 
have seen of the play after men- 
tioned, which is now in the ool*. 
lection of John Philip Kemble,£8i|« 
Coxeter has put the name of Go* 
vernor Hunter as the author. This 
gentleman, we imagine, was Co* 
lonel Robert Hunter, who, in tbo 
year 1 7 1 0, was sent to the ffoyern* 
ment of New York witn 270O 
Palatines to settle there. He had 
been appointed lieutenant*gover* 
nor of Virginia, but was taken by 
the French in his voyage thither* 
From New York he went to Eng* 
land in I719i and, upon the ae« 
cession of George the Second, waa 
continued Governor of New York 
j^nd the Jerseys. Upoi^ account 
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of his health, he obtained the go- 
vernment of Jamaica, where he 
arrived February 1 727-8, and died 
March 31, 1734. The piece of 
ttrhich he is declared by Coxeter 
to be the author is called . 

Androhoros, F. 410."" 
He was also author of the cele- 
brated Letter on Enthusiasm, which 
has been ascribed to Swift, and 
still more commonly to the Earl of 
Shaftesbury. 

Hunter, John. Mr. Oulton 
ascribes to a person of this name 

The JVanderer and Traveller, 
Kelig. Drama. 8vo. 1733. 

HuRDis, James, I). D. was 
born at ^Jishopstone, in Sussex, in 
the year 1763. He was the third 
child, ancf only son, of James 
Hurdis, Grent. His father dying, 
and leaving his mother in no af- 
fluent circumstances, with seven 
children, our author was at her 
expense sent to school in the city 
of Chichester, at the age of eight 
years; first tinder the tuition of 
the Rev. Richard Tireman; and 
afterwards under the Rev. John 
Atkinson, for whose memory and 
literary abilities he had the highest 
Veneration : and as a mark of Mr. 
Atkinson's esteem for his pupil, 
he bequeathed to him at his death 
» handsome legacy of -valuable 
"books. Here our author also ex- 
perienced the protection of his ' 
uncle, the Rev. Thomas Hurdis, 
D. D. canon-residentiary of Chi- ^ 
phester, and canon of Windsor. 

Being of a delicate frame and 
Constitution, our author seldom - 
jpartook in the juvenile sports of 
his school-companions ; but gene- 
rally employed his hours of leisure ^ 
in reading such books as are more 
attractive to k youth who has an 
iparly passion for literature. His 
inclination to poetry soon made its 
appearance U) many poetical colx^« 



positions ; among which was t 
Tragedy of five acts, entitled 

Panthea, 
founded on the story in Xenophon's 
Cyropasdia. 1\\s was afterwards 
transformed into a poem. 

In 178O he was entered a com- 
moner of St. Mary Hall, Oxford j 
ai^d at the election in 1/82 was 
chosen a demy of St. Mary Mag- 
dalen College. At the commence- 
ment of every vacation, he re- 
turned to his mother at Bishop- 
"Stone ; and devpted this interval of 
relaxation from his own studies,' to 
the assiduous instruction of his 
four younger sisters in those 
branches of literature wbich he 
thought might be most beneficial 
to I hem. About the year 1784 he 
went to Stanmer, in Sussex, where 
he resided for a considerable time 
as tutor to the late Earl of Chi- 
chester's youngest son, Mr. Geo. 
Pelhara, now the Right Rev. Ix)rd 
Bishop of Bristol, in May 1785, 
having obtained the d^ree of ba- 
chelor of arts, he retired to the 
curacy of Burwash, in Sussex; 
his rector being the Rev. John 
Courtaii, avchdeac^on of Lewes. 
In this situation he resided six 
years. In J 786 he was elected 
probationer fellow of Magdalen 
College; and the following year 
took nis master of arts degree. 
Now finding himself sufficiently 
enabled to assist his mother ni the 
support of her femily, he hired a 
small house, and took three of his 
sisters to reside with him. It was 
about this time that oar author 
first appeared before the public as 
a poet. In 178S he published his 
Village Curate, the rieception of 
which far exceeded his expecta- 
tions: a second edition beinr 
called for the following year, arid 
afterwards a third, and a fourth ; 
^l^ich last he considerably imt 
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proved. His second productioa 
was a po^m, entitled jitbriano i or. 
The First of June j which was fol- 
lowed in a short tirae by three 
other poems, PcMlhea, Elmer and 
Ophelia, and The Orphan Tuins. 
He next proceeded on a biblical 
research, in comparing the Hebrew 
with the English version of the 
Bible, and published, in 1790, A 
eriiical Dissertation on the true 
Meaning of the Hebrew Word 
K3»iUnn, found in Genesis, i. 21. 

In 1791, through the interest of 
the Earl of Chichester, he was ap- 
pointed to the living of Bishop- 
stone. In this year he wrote his 
tragedy of Sir Thomas More ; and 
Lis Select Critical Remarks upon 
the English Version of thejirst Ten 
Chapters of Genesis. But here a 
audden and melancholy incident 
occurred, which for a time en- 
tfrely abstracted the mind of our 
author from every literary pursuit. 
In 1792 he was deprived by death 
of his favourite sister Catharine, 
whose elegancies of mind are so 
frequently portrayed iu his works, 
under the different appellations pf 
Margaret and Isabel. On this af- 
fliction he quitted his curacy, and 
with his two sisters returned to 
Bishopstone. 

In 1792 he published Cursory 
Remarks upon the Arrangement of 
the Plays of Shakspeare, occasioned 
ly reading Mr, Malone*s Essay on 
the Chronological Order of those 
celelrated Pieces. Mr. Cowper, in 
a letter to the author, speaks of 
the above publication as fdlows : 
*' I have read your Cursory He^ 
*' marks, and am much pleased 
" both with the style and the ar- 
" gument/* In April 1793 he 
went to Oxford, and, with two of 
bis sisters, resided in a small house 
trTemple Cowley. In November, 
the same year, he was elected Pro- 
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fessor of Poetry in that university ; 
and in the year following took tbm 
degree of bachelor in divinity. Oa 
being elected Professor, he pub- 
lished W Specimen of some intended 
Lectures on English Poetry. And 
it was in this year that he wrote 
his Tears of Affection \ a poem oc** 
easioned by the lingering regret 
which he still experienced from 
the death of his favourite sister. 

In 1797 be took the c^grod 
of Doctor in Divinity; and, in. 
I799> married Harriet, daughter of 
Hughes Minet, Esq. of Fuiham, 
Middlesex. In ISOQ he printed, 
at his own private press, his A- 
vourite FUlage ; and the same year 
published his Twelve Disseriaiions 
on the Nature and Occasion of Psalm 
and Prophecy. 

On Saturday, Dec. I9, 1801, 
be went to Buckland, in Berk^ 
shire; and on the day following 
performed the whole of divine ser-^ 
vice at that church. On the Mod* 
day evening he was attacked with 
a violent shivering, similar to that 
of an ague*fit. On the Tuesday he 
was unable to rise from his bed, 
complaining of great inability, and 
heaviness upon his eyes, which 
prevented him from opening them* 
£very medical assistance was pro^ 
cured; but to little effect, as he 
expired, apparently in a sound 
sleep, on the Wednesday evening, 
in his 3Sth year, at the house of 
the Rev. Dr. Rathbone. His body, 
by his own desire, was conveyed 
to Bishopstone, and placed in the 
family vault, close by that of hi^ 
sister Catharincr - 

He left a widow and two sotis f 
also a posthumous daughter, borot 
August 1802. 

His dramas (both of which ha^ 
already been mentioned) are, 

l.Panthea. Trag. N.P. 

2. Sir Thomas More, T. C vo. 1 Tp^ 
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KuRLSToNE, Thomas, one of '' orators who distinga'isli them* 

the proprietors of The Morning " selves in any faction ; but the 

Herald, is Author of the following " tinsel of popularity and the in- 

dramas : '* trinsic of corruption were equal- 

1. Just in Time, CO. 8vo. *My his contempt. He spoke, nor 
■1792. *' wrote, nor acted, for fame. As 

2. To Arms, Mus, Int. 8vo. *' goodness w^as the object and end 
J794- " of all his actions, can that life 

9, Crotchet Lodge. F. 8vo.l795. •' be obscure ? can those writings 

Hurst, Robert. Of this gen- '* which breathe his soul not be^ 

tleinan we know nothing, but that ** valuable, when we are assured 

he was an officer, and the author " by the greatest authority, and 

of one play, which was acted with ** that too of one who knew him 

no very great success, entitled *' well, that it is a test of virtue to 

The Roman Maid. T. 8vo, 1725. '^ disdain whatever He disdained?'* 

Hyde, Henry, Lord Hyde He was created D. C. L. by the 

AND CoRNBURY. TWs uobleman university of Oxford, Dec. 6, 172S, 

was eldest son of tne Earl of and was killed by a fall from his 

Clarendon, and not more distin- horse in France, on the 2d of May 

guisbed by his birth and fortune 1758. He was author of a few 

than by his virtues and abilities, pamphlets, published without his 

*' He was (says Mr. Walpole) up- name; of some tragedies still in 

•'right, calm, steady j his vir- manuscript; and of a comedjr, 

•• tues were of the gentlest comr called, 

*' plexion, yet of the firmest tex- The Mistakes j or. The Happy 

•* ture: vice could not bend him. Resentment, 8vo. 1758. 
*' nor party warp him ; even his Hyiand, William, is said, iri 

•' own talents could not mislead the title-page of the only work 

" him. Though a master of elo- which we ever saw by him, to have 

'* quence, he preferred justice and been a fermer in Sussex. His play 

•* the love of his country to all the is called 

•* applause which the violence of The Shipwreck, Dr. Piece. 8vo. 

** the times in which he lived IJAQ. Dedicated to Edward Med- 

'^ was so prodigal of bestowing on ley, Esq. 
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